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Some of the congregation who attended the Remembrance Day Service at Rainham War
Memorial in 2015. This year the annual service will be on Sunday November 12th
beginning at 10.15am in St Margaret’s Church followed by a procession to the Memorial
for the 2 minute silence and laying of wreaths. See page 9 for more details of the Rainham
War Memorial newly registered listed status by Historic England.

lorna elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES
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Editorial

There are certain events in all our lives that are
indelible seared upon our memory. The Great Storm
of 1987, or the hurricane as it came to be known, is
one such. During the recent 30 year anniversary, those
of us of a certain age enjoyed recounting where we
were, why we remember it in such detail and how it
affected us. It came as something of a shock therefore
to realise that probably half the current workforce in
the country had no idea what we were remembering. A
combination of details combined to make that event so
memorable to the senior section of the population.
Weather forecasting was a primitive art then compared
to today’s advanced technology. Michael Fish will
never live down his gentle reassurance that no
hurricane was imminent as he delivered the weather
bulletin just hours before the storm arrived. The main
bombardment was overnight so mercifully few people
were out and about or the death total would surely
have been much greater than the I8 lives that were
lost. But this exacerbated the shock of waking in the
morning (some of us had slept) to see the utter
devastation around us. Thirty years to the day, October
16th 2017, and Ireland has experienced ‘Ophelia’,
which began 900 miles off the coast of the Azores a
week before and is the largest hurricane ever recorded
so far east in the Atlantic. It had been downgraded to a
storm before it hit the Irish coast but still caused havoc
which we know from our experience in the south of
England will take weeks to rectify the electricity and
years for the infrastructure to be repaired. One good
lesson learned since 1987 is that no matter how
devastating the damage in the countryside appears. 95
per cent of trees were uprooted in many areas, leaving
it alone with minimal intervention is best (just what is
necessary for safety purposes) as now, 30 years on,
you would never know the storm had happened, which
is why [ suppose people under 40 have no knowledge
of the event. The woods have regenerated to their
former splendour and the dead wood and decaying
matter is providing ideal refuge for many bugs and
native species.

Yet another, once in a lifetime phenomena, occurred
with Ophelia. the sky turned red. We are used to red
sky at night and beautiful dawns but this was different.
an eerie orange and yellow glow partially blocked the
sun all day. Dust from the Sahara, with debris from
wildfires in Portugal and Spain whipped up by
Ophelia’s winds spread the gloaming across the south

of England making the sky appear red and in many
areas street lights came on in the middle of the day. As
this was also the hottest October day, Manston
recorded 23.5C, since records began in 1910 all in all
October 16th will be a date to remember.

We include much to do this month in our pages, the
diary is bursting with bazaars and fairs, craft markets,
fashion shows, pamper evenings, exhibitions,
concerts, performances, quiz nights, walks, clubs and
volunteering opportunities. Do please read on to
discover something of interest to you and have a very
good month until we see you again in December.
RAILWAY PUBLIC HOUSE

Apologies to Alan Vince for the two typos in his
letter last month, entirely our error I'm afraid. The
names should be Paul Garnham and Billy Huggins

Correspondence

BERENGRAVE NATURE RESERVE
Dear Editor,
I've lived in Rainham / Gillingham most of my life
and have recently moved to the Berengrave Lane area.
I've found your articles about Berengrave very
interesting but was wondering if anyone can shed
some light on the state of the nature reserve.
I walk my dog there regularly and it's a fantastic asset
to the area let down by neglect and now looks very
sorry for itself. I recently traversed the wooden
walkway, which if repaired, is a marvellous way to
view the wood and the wood floor. I was told two
stories about damage to the stairs. One, that it was
vandalism and two that it is down to wood rot. Either
way, it is a real shame that it has been left in the state
it has. Can any of your readers provide more detail of
the site and whether there are any plans to improve it
and / or repair the walkway.

Thank you

Mr T Coote

Email revvers@hotmail.com

THREE TOWNS THEATRE COMPANY
Dear Editor,
The next production of The Three Towns Theatre
Company is Gypsy. It will be at The Brook Theatre,
Chatham from 9th - 11th November: shows are
7.30pm nightly with a Saturday Matinee at 2.30pm.
Tickets are £13 or £11 for concessions and are
available from the box office on 01634 338338,
Gypsy is loosely based on the 1957 memoirs of Gypsy
Rose Lee, the famous striptease artist and focuses on
her mother, Rose, a name synonymous with "the
ultimate show business mother." It follows the dreams
and efforts of Rose to raise two daughters to perform
onstage and casts an affectionate eye on the hardships
of show business life. Gypsy has been called the
greatest American musical, we would love your
readers to come and join us as we “Entertain You’
Many thanks,
Gwyneth Loft

MUSIC DIRECTOR WANTED
Upchurch Choral Society requires a new Music
Director from April 2018.
The choir’s membership currently numbers 50 people,
SATRB, and usually performs three concerts a year in
St Mary’s Church, Upchurch, accompanied on the
organ and/or piano. The repertoire ranges from sacred
to secular and members regularly support the church
choir for big services. In July this year U.C.S.
celebrated its Golden Jubilee. Originally established to
augment the church choir in a performance of
Handel's *“Messiah® it now includes members from
other areas as well as Upchurch. Rehearsals are
Fridays 8.00pm in St Mary’s Church. If you are
interested in working with this enthusiastic and
friendly choir, please contact the secretary,
Mrs Pat New, 01634 374220,
ART EXHIBITION
Paintings by Local Artists Clive Bass and John Gilson
will be on show and For Sale in Rainham Library,
Birling Avenue between Ist & 30th November 2017
RAINHAM ART CLUB
Local artists from the Rainham Art Club will be
exhibiting their art through the month of November at
Wigmore library. We are looking for new members,
we meet every Monday. If you are interested please
contact us by email rainhamartgroup(gmail.com
WINTER WONDERLAND
St Matthew’s Church
Drewery Drive, Wigmore MES ONX
Saturday 4th November, 11.00am - 3.00pm
Christmas Gifts, Grand Raffle, Hot and Cold
Refreshments. Father Christmas will attend on one of
his first outings of the year. Admission is Free!
GRAND CHRISTMAS CHARITY BAZAAR
Saturday 11th November, [0.30am - 12.30pm
St Matthew's Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore MES ONX.

Handmade crafiware, bric-a-brac & Christmas gift
items at low prices! Seasonal refreshments available;
free parking; entrance 20p with all proceeds to charity,
s0 please come and support us. Details

lindalisgarten@hotmail.co.uk or 01634 377267.

LOCAL MEDWAY HISTORY QUIZ

Granary Close, Rainham. ME8 75G

Saturday 11th November, 7.30pm

How much do you know about the local area? Are you

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced

Family run independent company T
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 o 07973 860369 ™ ™

www.salmonwindows.co.uk

Medway born and bred or a new comer? Do you have
an interest in local history and want to learn more. A
areat evening is expected. A selection of local maps
will also be available to view — Bar open.
Tickets £12 per person include a Ploughmans supper.
Teams of over 5 are £10 per person.
To book tickets, visit www.oastcentre.org
PETER PAN by J M Barrie
Oth, 10th & 11th November, Curtain up 8.00pm.
Matinee 4.00pm Saturday 11th November
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham
The Ratlets (youth section of the Rainham Theatrical
Society) perform this classic story of Peter Pan, a
mischievous yet innocent little boy who has many
adventures on the island of Neverland. Joining Peter
on his adventures are Wendy Darling and her two
brothers, Michael & John, his fairy Tinker Bell,
the Lost Boys, and the pirate Captain Hook.
A great show for all the family. Book Now!
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

“A FLOWER REMEMBERED”
Upchurch Choral Society
Saturday, 11th November, 7.30pm
St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch
A programme of music and readings to commemorate
the day the Armistice was signed.
Ticket price: £5 Retiring collection in aid of the
British Legion
DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Hempstead
Meadowdown, Thistledown, Tamarind, Mulberry.
Wildwood, Black Rock. Stalham, Coppice Court
Upchurch
Poot Lane, Ham Green Susans Lane
If you can help please email afthenet.uk.net
or ring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

) Berengrave Service Station o S

FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A § MILE RADIUS
mors [ SERVICING <7 DIAGNOSTICS
@ vRes o REPARS S AIRCON

Lower Rainkam Rd_ Rainkam, MES /1Y www berengraveservicestatinsom = (] [<] BRR1i4]

-

Home Help Service )
At Home Out & About
« Housework » Visiting the shops Take Care
* Respite sitting ~ ® Suppartto | Coring For Your Independence
« Well-being visits ~ @ppoiniments. Please callus on:
«Gardening/  *Companionship | 634 3168017
Handyman for oufings www takecareltd co.uk
o sent the VEr) person I md&d Assistants CRE checked,
al, she could have been ‘FM@ insured & rels-rencEd_J
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Diary 2017

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

affegthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: November 21st 2017

November - Local Rainham Art Club artists exhibiting
their art all month at Wigmore Library. New members
welcome, contact rainhamartgroupf@gmail.com

November 1st — 30th - Art Exhibition. Paintings by local
artists Clive Bass and John Gilson on show and for sale
in Rainham Library, Birling Avenue

November 3rd - Ladies Pamper Evening, MASH,
Gillingham Golf Club, from 6.00pm, Tickets £3 in
advance, £4 at door. Ring 01634 855844

November 4th - Winter Wonderland, St Matthew’s
Church, Wigmore 11.00am - 3.00pm, Father Christmas,
Gifts, Tombola, Toys, Grand Raffle, Jewellery, Home
Made Cakes, Hot & Cold Refreshments. Adm Free!

November 4th - Fun Evening Music & Songs, Kingfisher
Singers, 7.30pm, St Margaret’s Church, Rainham,
Tickets £7 on door, Refreshments incl

November 4th - Quiz Night, Holy Trinity Church Hall,
Twydall Lane, 7.30pm Contact 01634 377671

November 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Rochester to
Wouldham, 10.00am Moderate circular walk 11 miles /
17.7 km finish 4.00pm Meet Rochester Station.
Pleasant walk crossing bridges and along river to
Wouldham, very steep climb for picnic lunch, Contact:
Chris, 01634 360270, chris.strachan(@live.com

November 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 Lynsted.
The Street. Black Lion PH. GR 943608 ME9 0JS Park
considerately 5 Mile Historic walk " Wealthy Families
& Fashion / Fine Houses. 6 Stiles. Dogs Allowed

November 5th — Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Get
involved by helping with some practical tasks on the
site. Meet at the Volunteer Block near the Orchard car
park, Ring 01634 338191 for more information

November 6th — Monday Hub, 10.00am - 12.30pm, St
Paul's Church, Parkwood, MES 9PN, Board games,
Table Tennis, use of Laptop and much more, Free light
refreshments. phone Jill on 01634 230780

November 6th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm,
St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham,
new members welcome, details 01634 230500

November 6th - Medway Towns Bridge Club, Sociable
duplicate Bridge every Mon, Tues and Fri, 7.30pm
start, St. Luke's Methodist Church Hall, City Way.
Rochester ME1 2BQ). Table money £3.50 guests, £2.50
members (£10 to join). We can usually find a partner
for you on a Monday, details 01634 375706, 840094 or
visit www.bridgewebs.com/medwaytowns

November 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
A Year in a Cobham Garden - Nigel Gibson, Rainham
Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Rainham. New
members welcome, ring 366276 for details.

November 7th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed

Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,

“Gun Powder Plot” — a vertical arrangement, New
members welcome, first visit free, no experience
needed, for details contact Kaye Buss 01634 232998 or
email kayebuss(@btinternet.com

November 8th - East Medway U3A, Rainham Mark
Social Club, 2.00pm, Toni Mount “They Dared to be
Doctors” the fascinating story of the first Victorian
ladies to succeed in a man's world. Guests welcome
Cost £2. Phone 07895 890635 for further details

November 8th — All Saints Women'’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Christmas Craft Fair
Maggie Helen & Pam. A chance to Christmas shop, for
details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wcripr marip
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on
07549 166031

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

P.Gillard %

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

Gas safety checks

mstallation of ms

clectric cookers.

A.C. Domestics

Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and

heating, boilers, fires, gas and

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA | SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a-roofing-services.co.uk
WWW.A1- rnoh_g_‘.cr\nces 0. uk

central
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November 9th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, ‘Fingerprints & Murder’,
Part 2 - Jack Deans, for over 50s ring 01634 234712

November 9th - Hempstead Leisure Club. All Saints

Church, Hempstead Road 2.00 - 4.00pm Talk "Broadly

Speaking” by Wilf Lower. New members always
welcome, phone 07583 343782
November 9th - 11th - Peter Pan by J M Barrie,

Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham, 8.00pm. Matinee 4.00pm

1 Ith, Box Office 0844 8793224 or
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

November 9th — 11th - Three Towns Theatre Company,
Musical *Gypsy”. Brook Theatre, Chatham, 7.30pm
nightly, Saturday Matinee 2.30pm. Tickets £13 (£11
cons) from box office 01634 338338,

November 10th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History

Society, Byron Primary School ME7 5XX, 7.15pm,
Medway Aircraft Preservation Society - John Gosden
Visitors welcome, details Val Barrand 07947 583327
email lupusrufus@sky.comor or see www.grlhs.org
November 10th - Donn Barcott Band ‘Five Live’, 8.00
10.30pm, Brompton Conservative Club, High Street,

Gillingham, 01634 405037 or 07977 262564 for details

November 11th - Craft Market, Millennium Centre,
Rainham, 9.00am —

366054 for more details

November | 1th - Grand Christmas Charity Bazaar, St
Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore, 10.30am -
12.30pm refreshments, free parking, entrance 20p all
proceeds to charity, information Linda 01634 377267
email: lindalisgarten(@hotmail.co.uk

November 11th - Upchurch Choral Society *A Flower
Remembered’ 7.30pm, St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch,
A programme of music and readings to commemorate
the day the Armistice was signed. Tickets £5, Retiring
collection in aid of the British Legion

November 1 1th — Local Medway History Quiz, Granary
Close, Rainham. ME8 78G, 7.30pm, Tickets £12pp

including Ploughmans supper. Teams of over 3, £10pp.
A selection of local maps available to view — bar open.

To book tickets, visit www.oastcentre.org

November 1 1th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30— 10.00pm. New and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner, for more
information ring 366189 or 388546.

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
Extra TV / SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances Set

[ N ]

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

12.30pm, Free entry, Stalls are £10
each contact cjderaftmarkets(yahoo.com or ring 07779

Tel 01634 306692
Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Up Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RIS Qualiifizd

November 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Joan Weekes 01634 855522 Manor
Country Park West Malling (Charge) GR 679571
ME19 6PE 5 Mile flat walk field tracks and paths.
Could be muddy across fields. Toilets & Cafe. No Dogs

November 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Trosley
Country Park, 10.00am Moderate circular walk 5.5
miles / 8.9 km finish 1.00pm via Vigo Village, majority
of walk flat or gently undulating. There are some great
views. Contact: Heather, 07887 750881

November 12th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Get
involved helping with practical tasks Meet at the
visitor centre, Ring 01634 337432 for more information

November 13th — Rainham Evening Bereavement
Friendship Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets
2nd Monday each month to help those still in
employment who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

November 13th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES
9PN, 7.30pm, Organist - Michael Wooldridge, details
ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

November 13th - Rainham Flower Club, St Matthews
Church Hall, Wigmore, MES ONX Christmas
Workshop Tutored by Jenny Abbott & Barbara
Nancollas 7.30pm, see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk
or ring 01634 864572 / 01634 863034 / 01622 884478

November 14th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society,
7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls, MES 0BX
London’s Royal Parks - James Buttress, Members £1.
Non-members £1.50, New members and visitors always
welcome, For details ring 01634 852519

November 14th - Medway Antique & Collectors” Club,
8.00pm, St. George Hotel, New Road, Chatham.
‘Mother of Pearl, its Production and Uses”, New
members welcome, ring 01634 851512 or just turn up

November 15th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, Wigmore 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members
welcome to this cheerful group, just come along or ring
01634 388912 for more information

November 15th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Hall,
7.30pm, The Village Shop Ann Keeble & Friends,
Please bring a packet of food for donation to Medway
Food Bank, Bring and Buy Produce Stall, New
members always welcome, ring 07791 781 910

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

ituated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats onlr

|4 completely new CdlLLn‘_ fully compliant
pwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
Iprovided.

[Viewings welcomed by appointment.

4‘1

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.comy
Web: www.whiskerslodge, com)




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Accounts

Tax

Book-keeping
Payroll

Audit

Associated Services

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham,

Kent MER TEG

Tel: 01634 375222

Fax: 0163 38

E Mail; ad sjadaccountants.co.uk
www.jadaccountants.co.uk

L

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com Sfe
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts s

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efTicient ar
1o all types of business as well as assistance w
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366

Cranford House 24a Longley Road. Rainham MES 7RU

www.salter-mclean.com

sonal service

personal tax

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

| Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 VisA
| www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk
| 1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MES8 8BJ (Just off Station Rd)

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG 2
BRYANT Sy

CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
A1_RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999
www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRIGE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis
weo. BOOKINgs Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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CRAFT MARKET
Wigmore Smallholders Club
Saturday 18th November, 11.00am — 2.00pm
Free entry to the public
Refreshments Tea/coffee cake
Email: smallholdersclub@btconnect.com
or phone: 01634 263408 for more information

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

St.Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow

Saturday 18th November, 1.00 to 3.00pm.

Please join us at arguably the prettiest location
around for this popular event with a wide range of
crafts, gifis and home baking, including jewellery.
needlework, fountain pens, cards, local honey and
woodwork. Refreshments available.www.thesix.org
We look forward to welcoming you!

HEMPSTEAD CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Saturday, 18th November from 11.30am to 3.30pm.
In association with Hempstead Village Fayre Group

and All Saints' Church
Lots of games, Christmas gift and craft stalls and the
grand raffle in the Village Hall. Santa's Grotto,
lunches, cakes, crafts for children, face painting and
stalls in the Church. The children's roundabout is
outside and free entry for all. Everyone welcome.

FASHION SHOW
In aid of Rotary Charities
Travelling Trends Fashion Show
Saturday 18th November, 7.00pm
Parkwood Green Community Centre
High Street Clothes. Bargains.
Come to this evening of fashion and fun and help
raise funds for our Charities.
Tickets £8 (includes a glass of fizzy) or
£10 at the door. Ring 07867 117 695 or 07540
471383 or email info(@stroodrotary.org.uk

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR.

Granary Close, Rainham. MES 785G S
Saturday 18th November, 10.00am — [.00pm
Tables available. £10 per table.

Seasonal gift buying time and a chance to relax in
our Qast tea room and bar serving hot / cold / boozy
drinks and snacks. Money raised will go towards the
repair of the kiln wall
see www.oasteentre.org or for more information
contact Heather Woodgate email
heatherwoodgate(@ googlemail.com

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Rainham 07792 244 315

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

QUIZNIGHT
Holywell School, Forge Lane, Upchurch
Saturday November 18th, prompt 7.00pm start.
for “The Friends of Church of St Mary, Upchurch’.
Teams of up to 8 — all ages welcome
£5 per person — bring you own refreshments — raffle.
Reserve your table on 01634 366113 or email
lewing [ 35(@btinternct.com

QUIZ NIGHT

Saturday 18th November, 7.00 for 7.30pm start

Carmel Hall, Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1B

Tables 6 — 8. £5 pp BYO Food, Drinks and Glasses

Net proceeds jointly for Church off Sacred Heart of

Jesus, Sittingbourne and Air Ambulance

Contact — Mike 01634 360906

Email — mikew16@blueyonder.co.uk

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall
Saturday 25th November, 11.00am - 3.00pm.
To be opened by Father Christmas.

Mrs. U.K. Galaxy collecting for “Dream Flights™ for
Terminally 11l Children; P.D.S.A; “The Cinnamon
Trust” Raffle with truly great and generous prizes;

Home-made Christmas Cakes, Mince Pie and
Savoury Pastries. Indian Food, Refreshments:
Pre-Christmas Market which has a
Super Surprize at the end. All welcome to join us.

AUTUMN CONCERT
Old Barn Orchestra
Saturday 25th November, 7.30pm
Pilkington Building
University of Greenwich at Medway
Chatham Maritime ME4 4TB
Schubert: Symphony No 3 in D major
Mozart: Overture to “Don Giovanni”
Warlock: Capriol suite {or string orchestra
Tickets £14 from members of the orchestra,
on the door or from oldbarnos@gmail.com or
ring 01795 843228 01634 376979
In aid of Demelza Children’s Hospice

CHRISTMAS FAYRE St Peter's Bredhurst
Saturday 2nd December 2.00 - 4.00pm

Bredhurst Village Hall - Father Christmas, Grand
Draw. St Peter's Pantry, Adult and Child Tombolas,
Crafts, Games, under £5 Gifts, Bulbs and Cakes,
Christmas Wreathes, and more! Also joining us this
year BWAG and Bredhurst Wood Turners

Entry Free, All Welcome

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, MES OPX
I'y Telephone: 01634 379762
Email: mail@masteralarms.com
- www.masteralarms.com

Fair Trader




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES
Last October I visited the annual Apple Festival at
Brogdale Farm on the outskirts of Faversham. The
farm is home to the national Fruit Collection, the
largest assembly of different varieties of fruit trees in
the world, including 2,300 different apple varieties.
The collection is not simply a living museum; it is an
important gene bank for future fruit breeders. For me,
the main attractions of the festival were tours of the
orchards and the testing and sales of apples, but there
were also talks and demonstrations, sales of locally
produced food and drink (including Kentish filberts)
live music and rides on a miniature railway through
the orchards. Seasonal fruits were used in the desserts
on offer in the cafe restaurant.

Before going on a tour of the apple orchards, |
listened to a brief talk on the history of apple growing
in this country. All domestic apples have their origins
in the mountains on the boundary between China and
Kazakhstan. They were imported into Europe via the
Silk Road. The Romans brought the first domestic
apples to Britain some 2,000 years ago; they were a
more palatable alternative to our own small, sour.
native crab apples. After the Romans left this country,
the art of apple growing was mainly kept alive in a
number of monasteries until the arrival of the
Normans, who brought certain varieties of domestic
apples from Normandy. Even so. most apples growing
in England during the Middle Ages were too sour to
cat and were thercfore turned into cider. The situation
began to change after the fruiterer of Henry VIII,
Richard Harris, established this country’s first large
apple, pear and cherry collections at Teynham. He
imported apple grafts from France and pear and cherry
grafis from the Netherlands. Subsequently, market
gardens spread across Kent and Essex and beyond.
The 18th and 19th centuries were the golden age of
English apples, when varieties such as Cox’s Orange
Pippin and Blenheim Orange became household
names.

The talk over, I joined the next walking tour of the
apple orchards. The apples pointed out to us were in
various shapes, sizes and colours. Names such as

Chelmsford Wonder and Braintree Seedling were a
reminder that, in the past, apple varieties were
developed locally. Armed with a pocket knife, the
guide handed out slices of certain apples for us to
taste. We were shown a tree of red and cream apples
of the variety “Decio”, which is the oldest, by far, in
the collection. The variety dates back to Roman times
and was named after a Roman general. Unfortunately
we were not allowed to taste that particular one. We
were also shown a dark red apple called “Costard”,
which was one of the varieties introduced by the
Normans. It is a sour cooking apple which, in due
course, fell out of favour. The apple’s Norman-French
name is pronounced “Costar™ and it led to the word
“costermonger”, a person who sells apples off a
barrow. We came across a trec of Bramley’s Seedling
cooking apples. Ours is the only country in the world
where a cooking apple is a major market variety. We
British. apparently, have a unique preference for tart
cooking apples. Elsewhere. including the Continental
countries and the United States, apples used for
culinary purposes are usually smaller than our
Bramley’s and are dual purpose dessert and cooking
apples.

With so many people around in the orchards, I saw no
birds other than over-flying wood pigeons. In the
coming weeks, fieldfares, redwings, starlings and
blackbirds will doubtless feed on the fallen apples.
The guide told us that golden orioles that spend the
summer at a location in the East Anglian fens, can
sometimes be seen feeding on the autumn fruit in the
orchard, whilst on their way back to Africa.
Coincidentally, a friend reported to me in September
of this year seeing a golden oriole, in characteristic
pose in the top branches of a tree, near to the orchards
to the north of the railway line. As for mammals at
Brogdale, I noted the teeth marks of rabbits on a
number of fallen apples, as well as the droppings of
both foxes and badgers. The tour over, I headed for a
large marquee. On display there were around 400
varieties of dessert apples, some 100 of which visitors
could taste and buy. I tasted and subsequently bought
some Cox’s Orange Pippins and Egremont Russets.
Britain’s temperate climate enables our orchards, both
traditional and modern, to produce some of the finest

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Boarding
Cattery

Located in an area of

CATNAp

|24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
[Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
10.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of]
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

outstanding natural
beauty A 4
. S <
Owner FAB trained EpHUW
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appaintment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: D7772 276906
Email: catnap hoo.co.uk

ay
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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tasting apples in the world. Furthermore. a cold
winter, together with a sunny spring and early
summer, can result in bumper crops. Cox and Russet
apple trees are grown in the Rainham Community
Orchard in Lower Bloors Lane, on the junction with
the Lower Rainham Road (MES 7TP). For third year
running £2000 was raised for Kent Wildlife Trust on
PYO days and the rest of the crop has been sent for
juicing. More volunteers to help maintain the orchard
are always welcome. For more details see the Orchard
page on www.thenet.uk.net.

Joe Ennis

RAINHAM WAR MEMORIAL

In September Mr David Auger of Broadview Avenue,
Rainham, forwarded an emailed letter from Historic
England informing us that partly at his instigation the
Rainham War Memorial is now a listed structure.

The memorial in Rainham High Street for the soldiers
of the First World War was dedicated on December
12th 1920. 1t is 18.5 feet high and is a replica of the
Cross of Tona. The service on Remembrance Sunday
(since 1939 the nearest Sunday to November 11th) is
one of the largest of the year for St Margaret’s
Church. The number of people attending bring the
traffic in Rainham to a halt for a short while.
Originally the service with the two minute silence (the
first to remember the dead and the second those who
were left behind ie the families) was celebrated on
Armistice Day at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day
of the eleventh month. This was moved to the nearest
Sunday at the outbreak of the Second World War to
avoid interruption to vital war work should the day fall
on a weekday.

An extract of the email is below.

‘Awarded Listed Building Status

The memorial has been added to the List of Buildings
of Special Architectural or Historic Interest. The
memorial is now listed at Grade I1.

The entry for this building, together with a map, has
been published on the National Heritage List for
England, and is available for public access.

Listing helps us to mark a building’s significance and
celebrate its special architectural and historic interest.
It brings specific protection so that its special interest
can be properly considered in managing its future.
More information on the First World War Memorials
can be found at ukwarmemorials.org/’

The letter is signed by Joanne Gould the Listing

Coordinator - War Memorials for Historic England
The Engine House, Fire Fly Avenue, Swindon SN2
2EH and further details can be found on the historic
England website at www.historicengland.org.uk.
FAREWELL LADY FAIR

Well, Well, Well!

It was a sad day for me, Saturday 23rd September,
when I locked the door at Lady Fair Salon in Rainham
High Street for the very last time. Due to matters
beyond our control we had been due to close at
Christmas, but unforeseen circumstances brought the
closure forward 3 months (after 46 years in business).
I went to the salon in 1974 when I heard they “wanted
a girl’. [ was after a Saturday job at the time, but
instead, was offered an apprenticeship. What a good
decision that was.

Thinking back over the years | remember all the
customers, sadly some no longer with us. Many had
moved down from London with young children, who
we watched grow up and have families of their own. |
have met so many people, shared in so much laughter,
a few tears, some ups, some downs, but what a
pleasure and life enhancing experience this lovely
shop has been to work in.

[ tried to inform all our customers that we were
closing earlier than scheduled, but to any I did not
contact, I apologise. I have moved just two doors
down to ‘Golden Essence’ so do feel free to pop in
and see me if you wish (business as usual)!

It just leaves me to say on behalf of Jane and myself a
huge Thank You to all our lovely customers past and
present. Sharon Wade

LEARN TO BE A SILVER SURFER

Rainham School for Girls are offering FREE *Silver
Surfer’ sessions in November, for people who would
like to learn how to ‘get on line’, or ‘send an email” or
‘use a smart phone’. Our students are the experts.
Interested? Phone Mrs K Moon 01634 362746 or
email kmoon(@rsg.org.uk for more details.

RAINHAM CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Rainham Shopping Centre
Friday Ist December
Fun starts at 3.45pm with lights on at 5pm by
Paddington Bear and the Deputy Mayor of Medway
Majorettes, choir, singing and dancing plus prizes to
be won. Meet Paddington at Rainham Library 2.00pm
Free, but booking essential on 01634 337799

+» TREE MANAGEMENT
+« CHIPPING

e e LINDS A
“Frewoor & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER o
p)

For all your Plumbing Services

Reg No. HELP is on its way
.. UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
| BOILER EXCHANGES
POWER FLUSHING

5&?—3 LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday 1o Salurday Tam 1o 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

/D Massage

Jﬁ_ﬁﬁou need to de stress and relax?
| Ever considered massage?

| Professionally qualified massage therapist

S

Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage

call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING -

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

PROBLEM SOLVING =« DECKING

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR | Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
H"“’“""‘
Renovations Lic

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk =
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair TI‘!IIIEI‘

BB Property Services
Painting & Decorating, Plumbing,
Carpentry, Plastering and Tiling
Call Barry Baker on

07849 418 868

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

safe

CALLAWAY HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Improving Homes for Over 25 years
Kitchen Installation
Bathroom Installation
Carpentry, Floor, Electrics, Plastering
Painting & Decorating
For your Free estimate

Call - 07970 618895 / 077191311251

PR Improvements

Home improvements
Electrical and all other jobs considered:
Plumbing, decorating etc. Reliable and trustworthy

Peter Ribbens
MOBILE: 07584 652017

0 Neat Feet Y
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01634 322591

Diary 2017

November 16th - Rainham W1 1.45 - 4.00pm. *History of
the Royal Variety Performance” Wakeley Hall, Oast
House Community Centre, Visitors welcome for small
entry charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details.

November 16th - Hempstead Leisure Club. Whist,
scrabble, board games, tea and chat (see 9th Nov)

November 16th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Musical
Entertainment - Kingfisher Singers, (see 9th Nov).

November 17th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club,
Darland Avenue, Gillingham, 8.00pm, The Jazz All
Stars featuring Steve Waterman trumpet, Julian Marc
Stringle clarinet/ saxes, John Donaldson piano, Alec
Dankworth bass and Clark Tracey drums. Admission
£12, Enquiries 01634 365352 or (17544 312743

November 18th - Meet the Councillors, Rainham South
Ward at 3:16 Cafe Parkwood. 10.00am - 12 noon No
appointment necessary.

November 18th — Christmas Bazaar, Granary Close,
Rainham. ME8 7SG, 10.00am — 1.00pm Tables £10
available. Seasonal gifts, Oast tea room and bar serving
hot / cold / boozy drinks and snacks. Money towards
the repair of the kiln wall, see www.oastcentre.org

November 18th — Craft Market at Smallholders club, 2
Springvale, 11.00am — 2.00pm Free entry. Enquiries
smallholdersclubi@btconnect,com or 01634 263408

November 18th - Hempstead Christmas Fayre, All Saints'
Church and Hempstead Village Hall, 11.30am -
3.30pm, free entry for all.

November 18th - Christmas Craft Fair, St. Margaret's
Church, Lower Halstow, 1.00 — 3.00pm. Refreshments,
cralls, gifts, jewellery, fountain pens, cards, local
honey, woodwork and home baking. www.thesix.org

November 18th - Quiz Night, Holywell School, Forge
Lane, Upchurch, 7.00pm, for ‘Friends of St Mary™.
Teams up to § — all ages , £5 pp — bring refreshments
raffle. Book 01634 366113 lewing135(@btinternct.com

November 18th - Autumn Concert, Rochester Choral
Society and Sinfonietta, 7.00pm, Rochester Cathedral,
Tickets£15 nave; £7 restricted; £5 student Book
www.rochesterchoral.co.uk/tickets ring 01634 401049

November 18th - Quiz Night, Carmel Hall, Ufton Lane,
Sittingbourne ME10 1JB, 7.30pm start Tables 6 — 8, £5
pp BYO Food, Drinks and Glasses, Contact — Mike
01634 360906 mikew | 6@ blueyonder.co.uk

COMPUTERS
REPAIRED
IN YOUR HOME

Virus/Malware remaval
PC repairs and Upgrades
Speed up your PC!

Stuart
Over 22 years' experience
01634 328328
07870 641823

)

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

November 18th - Travelling Trends Fashion Show,
Rotary Charities, 7.00pm, Parkwood Community
Centre, Tickets £8 (includes fizzy) or £10 at the door.
Ring 07867 117 695 or email infofw stroodrotary.org.uk

November 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Minster,
Swale, 10.00am Leisurely circular walk 5.5 miles / 8.9
km finish 1.00pm Park on the Leas ME12 2ZNL. Mect
on seafront grass, No stiles, gentle inclines, pub open
from 9am Contact: John & Lesley, 07801 537317,
lesley.fielding43(@gmail.com

November 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Medway
Valley Rail Trail - Strood, 10.30am Leisurely circular
walk 4.7 miles / 7.6 km finish 1.15pm Meet outside
Strood Station ME2 4DR in conjunction with Kent
Community Rail Partnership, views across the river to
historic Rochester. Mostly roads but the parks can be
muddy. Bring snack for short break. Contact: Graham,
07989 753278, graham.jenkinsonf@blueyonder.co.uk

November 19th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet David Brown 07815 106791 Filston
Lane. Car Park. Shorcham GR 518615 TN14 7RS for 6
mile circular walk - Shoreham / Otford (including Solar
System) Hilly walk using roads, fields, grassland,
woodland and tracks. 1 stile. 7 steps. Dogs Allowed

November 20th — December 3rd — Hempstead Valley
Christmas Gift Fayre, speciality stalls, selling a wide
variety of traditional and unique gifts. See
www.hempsteadvalley.com

November 20th — Monday Hub, (see 6th Nov).

November 20th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 6th Nov).

November 20th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church. Parkwood, 7.30pm, Speaker Alan
Haines "A Kick up the Sixties" All welcome, ring Kate
Archer 01634 360797 or just come along.

November 20th - Wigmore W1 Meet every 3rd Monday in
the month 7.30 - 9.30pm, St Matthew's Community
Centre, Wigmore, interested please ring Chris Ellson on
01634 372976 or Barbara Strachan on 01634 268611

November 21st - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45 pm £3.50.
Behind the scenes RSPB Minsmere — Adam Rowlands
For Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

November 21st - GHS Floral Art Group, Christmas Door
Wreath/Swag (artificial and/or preserved (see 7th Nov).

November 22nd — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Christmas Meal, (see 8th Nov).

PlI

@ CERFACE

FOR TILES

Supply & Fit Service =

Showmomn: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 5XR
WWW.CERFACE.CO UK
Contactus on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.
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s Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care
Foot Health Professional
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
Kent % ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
g NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
TRADING Your Local Reliable C_ontractor
APPROVED James Zammit
3 01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

-
il = 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES BNS
samesnc () Domestic Installer

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd  ,-qicner LD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

r TRUST! Kitchens
e MARK Bedrooms Fair Trater
s e Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Website: www.linwoodhe.com Li nw'OOd

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
| _Mobile: 079 0550 7338 " W et

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors

10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN

Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £100.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

For Free quote ring Licensed Waste Carrier
Mick Eardley

Fully Insured
1634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—Tfortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service]
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Diary 2017

November 22nd - Gillingham Horticultural Society,
Annual Prize-giving, 7.15pm United Reformed Church
Hall, Balmoral Road, Gill, all welcome, refreshments,
£2 membs £3 non-membs, Sandie (07962 277330

November 22nd - Rainham Historical Society,
Millennium Hall, 7.30pm, The Topsy-Turvy World of
Misericords, All welcome, Contact secretary Olwen
O'Dowd 01634 366276 for more details.

November 23rd — Wigmore Thursday Club, *A Swipe at
the *70s” - Alan Haines, (see 9th Nov).

November 23rd - Hempstead Leisure Club. Talk "Mercy
Ships" by Dr Hornsey (see 9th Nov)

November 24th - Medway Geographical Society, 7.30,
Rob Poole — The Fens by Steam and Sail, Holy Trinity
Church, Twydall Lane, Gillingham MES 6TN, all
welcome, just come or ring Lorna Bailey (01634 572139

November 25th - Lower Halstow Christmas Market,
Memorial Hall, 11.00am - 3.00pm opened by Father
Christmas. All welcome

November 25th - Christmas Fayre, St. Mary Magdalene,
Gillingham Green ME7 158, 11.00am - 2.00pm, Free

November 25th - Christmas Fair, St Michael and All
Angels, Hartlip, 12noon — 3.00pm, Village Hall.
Homemade Soups with bread. Tea and Coffee, variety
of stalls and our usual Grand Raffle.

November 25th - RAMASES Society Wine and Wisdom
evening, non-Egypt related, Newington Village Hall,
2.30pm, £8 advance £9 on the day, contact
annette.crowder65@gmail.com or 07476 636803,

November 25th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (11th Nov).

November 25th - Autumn Concert, Old Barn Orchestra,
7.30pm, Pilkington Building University of Greenwich,
ME4 4TB, Tickets £14 from members, on the door or
oldbarnost@gmail.com or ring 01634 376979

November 26th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Dinner Walk -

Upchurch, 10.00am Leisurely circular walk 5.5 miles /

8.9 km Park and meet at the Barnyard Restaurant, Gore

Farm in Qak Lane. Meal must have been pre-booked.
November 26th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

10.00am meet John Trebill 01634 244045 Charing.
School Road. Car Park. GR 954494 TN27 0JN for 5 ¥
Miles Heritage Trail walk, Fairly flat using roads,
tracks, fields and woodland. Dogs Allowed

November 30th - Hempstead Leisure Club. Whist,
scrabble, board games, tea and chat ((see 9th Nov)

November 30th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Social
Meeting, (see 9th Nov).

November 30th - Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, All welcome, more details 01634 312038

December 1st - Rainham Christmas lights, Shopping
Centre, 3.45pm, lights on 5.00pm, book to meet
Paddington on 01634 337799,

December 2nd - St Peter's Church Christmas Fayre,
Bredhurst Village Hall 2.00 - 4.00pm. Father
Christmas, Grand Draw, many traditional stalls, St
Peter's Pantry, Tombola, Crafts, Games, Gifis,

Cakes, Refreshments and BBQ, Entry Free

December 2nd — Medway Folk Dance Club, Christmas
Dance, (see 11th Nov).

December 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 River
Valley Upchurch Golf Course Christmas Lunch Walk
GR 838666 ME9 TAY 3 ' mile easy pre - lunch stroll
via Meresborough. Lunch Must be booked in advance
with Joan Weekes. No Dogs

December 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, Hosey Hill to
Chartwell via Toy's Hill, 10.00am, Leisurely circular
walk 6 miles /9.7 km finish 1.15pm Meet and park at
Hosey Hill Car Park oft B2026 TN16 1PJ, TQ452531
bring picnic John Watts, FLAME451(@hotmail.co.uk

December 3rd — Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, (see 5th Nov).

December 5th - GHS Floral Art Group, Workshop 5 -
Pomander, (see 7th Nov).

December 8th - St Margaret’s Infant School PTA
Christmas Fayre, 3.40 - 5.15pm, All welcome

December 9th - Christmas Concert, 7.00pm, Gillingham
Methodist Church, ME7 2LU, Gillingham Male Voice
Choir with Guest Choirs, traditional Carols for all to
sing, Tickets at the door £5, Refreshments

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Daors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self Assessment - Limited Companies
Trusts - Partnerships « Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning « Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

BUILDING
MAINTENANCE|

07931 864346

Exterior
Painting & Decorating

All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address,
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

ACORN STAIRLIFT for sale,

6 years old, £995 ono. Price includes
delivery & fitting by a trained Acorn

engineer & 3 months” warranty. Fits

any typical straight staircase. Phone

0800 073 9793, quote ref 157074,

TBF CARPENTRY/ GARDENING
Services. Decking is our speciality but
any general carpentry jobs around the
house. Gardening work carried out.
For more details ring 01634 306387

MR fix IT Home MAINTENANCE
No job too small. Realistic prices.
Tel mobile 07704 934 681

COUNSELLOR. CONFIDENTIAL
and private service. Fully qualified,
with over 10 years substance misuse
experience. Call Sinclair on

07905 361 599.

LOSE WEIGHT WITH Cambridge
Weight Plan. 1-1 private appointments
Contact Lizzic on 07888 840 324

or lizzie.cwpl@gmail.com for a free no
obligation consultation

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m* (=250 logs), Yam® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081
PURELY HOLISTIC MASSAGE
by Nick. Relieve aching muscles and
aid relaxation, ITEC level 3 qualified.
07701 007866.

STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead arcas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
GARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477,

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures 01634
613871 /07736 278509

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing. shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning, Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

W.I Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare(@outlook.com.

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services, No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years® experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore arca. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis.sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob (17812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR AUTUMN
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call ‘\«1JrLd1LL 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass

cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.

01634 364985 07930 183466,

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult begmners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri

evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping. btump
}__I!Il{jmf? Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
CGarages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.
Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 304948,

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and
youth work please see our website :
wigmorelreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always w elcome.

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187

14

ACTION FORUM COPY DATES 2018
now available as an Ad year planner free to
download / print on www.thenet.uk.net
APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard will be available
mid November at £3.00 per litre bottle

from Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road:

Davey the Butcher, 189 Station Road:
Berengrave Service Station or from the
orchard 10-12 am Tues & Thurs. For
more information see the orchard page
on www.thenet.uk.net

WS COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077,
VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley On 01634 231341 or
mobile 07957 884 335.

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM
by Barbara Mackay Miller and
Rosemary Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old
photos, maps ete with extended
captions. Available in Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham,

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood's book “150 Not Out” is a
history of the club 1856 to 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION
Your leaflets distributed with The Net
magazine for £25 plus VAT per 1000.

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

» Member of Gas Safety Register

« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

* Landlord Gas Safety Reports

» Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

' ROOFING REPAIRS

Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile

GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing

Roof Windows / Skylights
PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

'Window Fix Direct
Do you have windows
or doors that.....

t Dpen or clo

01634 789025 /07950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk |

Anywhere in Medway, Gravesham, Swale

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Gall - 01634 262396
07970 678895

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

« Local Family Business
« Personal service in the
comfort of your home
- Free demonstrations

« After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

or Maidstone, 01634 310011,

Steves Mini Skips

& Clearance
Small skips at small prices
Quick and reliable service

2, 3 & 4 yard Skips

NON-HAZARDOUS ITEMS ONLY
Also available a 3.5 ton caged Mini Tipper

Ring: 07999 872169

Fully Registered & Insured

Gefion Dog Training Club

LS gy
s

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES8 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

GDAY e Trader
701634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books
All profits support St Margaret's Church

MEDWAY 374028 Tisie | :
onations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est. 1971 i
i b e i

i
Plumbing & /s5fe

{‘_l Heating Chris Hallett
www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
07711 362898

01634 370697
HOGWOOD Electrical
Extra lights,
sockets, =
fuse boards b
& full rewires ek =1

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

&%t DAVE MOON
i ROOFING

ST s zatalalatageToge]

ﬁ

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS. NEW ROOFS

por oo ssimaes wopnone 01 6 34 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

E_xtensions — Bathrooms — Doors --|=
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. somesne (7

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

' YST FREE NO
@ CURTAIN BL%EMANU%EC grsLTn| CBLIGATION
& TURE QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES8 6PG

iz Plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822

Mob: 07897 498189

:‘" w"o_
s

N
£ e

i
i

Free Surveys & Quotes

i Falr'mqgr

M: 07956 388531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W. www. crystalcurtains co uk

JOHN
Funeral

A private family ow
® 24 hour Personal Service ¢ Home visits if pre

* Monumental Masons

 Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

Jn time of need ...

WEIR

Dinectorns [SATFY
ned and run business

ferred * Private Chapels of Rest _

e Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4Q.J Parkwood
Kent MES 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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