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A view of the back of West Moor Farm, Moor Street, Rainham where the Scott family
farmed for several generations. In the 1880s Fred Scott, a fan of the sport, organised the
last bare-knuckle prize fight to be held in Kent on his land at Meresborough. Bare-knuckle
prizefighting is the original form of boxing, closely related to ancient combat sports. It
involves two individuals fighting without boxing gloves or other padding on their hands.
The sport had been banned in 1882 so this bout was illegal. See David Woods account of
the fight on page 9.

lorna elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemparary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES|
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Editorial

We are very pleased that the picture on the front of
Action Forum last month of the Railway Public House
1970s Football Team stimulated so many memories. A
few more names have been added (see page 3) and we
hope to be able to supply more once relatives of our
correspondents have been consulted. It is often the
way that people who have moved away are delighted
to reminisce about the happy times they spent in
Rainham. Perhaps that is a lesson for us all to
appreciate what we have!

Autumn certainly arrived with a bang in September.
An early storm played havoc with the fruit that had
ripened at least two weeks earlier than usual leaving
rings of apples around the trees. The blackberries
never lived up to expectations of any kind. I certainly
could not find many worth picking, they all seemed
small and hard certainly not at all sweet and juicy and
have now rotted on the brambles.

Some of our produce in the garden has done
remarkably well this year, a fantastic crop of broad
beans, potatoes, sweetcorn and raspberries and the
courgettes continue to flourish. However our beans
have suffered from some kind of fungal attack and are
finished whereas we usually expect to go on
harvesting a few until either the first frost or
November whichever is the sooner. As the storm
blasted their poles to an interesting angle perhaps it is
just as well and they will be better gone before they
collapse completely and smother the parsnips beside
them. Gardening is great when everything goes well
but so often the weather conspires against us or
perhaps we just do not spend enough time cherishing
the crops. i

The holidays have ended, the days are shortening at an
incredible rate and winter is fast approaching so it is
time to find new pastimes and hobbies. If you are fed
up at home and long for company do try one of the
many clubs which we advertise in the diary. Find one
you fancy and make a quick phone call to the
organiser — that will help you feel if it is right for you,
or if you are brave enough just turn up to a meeting
and take it from there. Or if none of them appeal you
can always start your own group — a letter to Action
Forum may well result in like-minded people
responding, delighted to find a kindred spirit.

Please do read on through our pages and discover
what is on offer this month for your entertainment.

We will be here again in November, until then have a
very good month.

Correspondence

RAINHAM LADIES CHOIR CONCERT
Dear Editor,
Rainham Ladies Choir will be presenting their next
Concert on Saturday 14th October at 7.00 for 7.30pm,
Raffle/Programmes in aid of Kent Association for the
Blind (K.A.B) will be on sale,
The Concert will be performed at the Methodist
Church, Third Avenue, Gillingham ME7 2UL.
Tickets at £10 (£9 Concessions. under 10yrs Free)
are available from 01634 370797 or 01634 613715 or
by email from RLCtickets@outlook.com See our
website www.rainhamladieschior.org.uk for more
information.

Yours sincerely

Gwen Woodland
QUIZ NIGHT
Dear Editor
Medway Asthma Self-Help (MASH) Quiz Night on
Friday 13th October at Roko Gillingham, Watling
Street, Gillingham, MES 6BY. Doors open at 7pm for
a 7.30pm start, Tickets are £5 each, teams can be up to
eight people and all are most welcome. We will be
holding a raftle to raise funds for MASH. All drinks
must be bought at the bar but you are welcome to
bring snacks. Free parking is available.
Email medwayasthmaselthelp@btconnect.com or
contact us on 01634 855844 or visit our
website: www.medwayasthmaselthelp.co.uk/quiz-
night-tickets for more information.

Kind regards

Fiona Pender (Coordinator)

THE RAILWAY HOTEL, RAINHAM

Dear Editor,

My sister recently sent me a copy of September
Action Forum. It was good to see that it is still in
circulation, unlike so many disappearing memories.

I was an evening barmaid at the Railway from the late
1960s to the early 1970s, working opposite shifts with
Maxine and alongside Phil. It certainly was the best
local in the area and [ owed it a great deal for
regenerating my social life. This was absolutely down
to Doris Clements who transformed the place from the
day she and Bob took it over in the early 1960s.
Unfortunately, the success of the business didn't really
survive Doris's retirement. | haven't seen it recently,
but understand that it is in a sorry state. Good luck to
Wetherspoons - they can only improve the situation.

Janet (& Alan) Heath

South Wales

janetrheath(@btinternet.com
David Wood apologises to Janet Heath for wrongly
naming her as Linda in his article and wishes to clarify
that Billy Hales's wife probably should have been
described as “of Mediterranean descent’.

RAILWAY PUB
Dear Editor,

As a one time regular at the Railway Pub in Rainham
1 was pleased to sce the photo and article in the
September issue. I don’t actually live in Rainham but
have a long association with it. My brother does live
in Henry Street and it was he who showed me the
copy of Action Forum.

I attended the Medway College of Art from 1958 and
got to know another student named Paul Graham and.
later, we formed a not very successful rock group
which also featured my brother and Andy Tyler. Both
Paul and Andy lived in Station Road, Rainham. My
brother and [ hailed from Wayfield in Chatham and in
later years my brother began to use the Railway as his
‘local’. 1 followed suit in 1969 and Bob, the landlord,
liked to boast that he had two customers who travelled
some distance to enjoy his beer etc.

I think I am correct in saying that the photo of the
“football” team was actually taken at Easter in 1970
and not Boxing Day in 1971. I know this as I am in the
picture and only ever played in that game. I have
many other reasons for remembering 1970: [ was
dumped by my (then) girlfriend, failed my driving test
on my 27th birthday and also left Mackay’s the
printers after five years of working there!

I can name some of the unknowns in the photo: Back
Row 1. The late Barry Naylor (who was married to
barmaid Toni, also deceased) 3. The late John Skinner.
6. Alan Hunt, and front row: 2. Bruce ?, 6. (me) Alan
Vince, 8. Pete Douglas and 9. my brother Rusty.

The photo brings back many happy memories of the
Railway but also some sad ones as many of the
departed including Billy Higgins and Ron Ward were
good friends of my brother and myself. in particular
John Skinner and Barry and Toni Naylor.

Yours sincerely

Alan Vince

201 Waytield Road Chatham MES OHG
01634 404971

RAILWAY PUBLIC HOUSE FOOTBALL TEAM
The photo on the front of Action Forum last month
certainly brought back memories to our readers. We
have a few names to add to the list and several happy
reminiscences of a much loved pub.

Gillian Skinner (gillian.skinner@blueyonder.co.uk)
and Danny Clout (danny.clout 1949 outlook.com)
identified Barry Naylor, husband of Toni the lady who

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced
Family run independent company T
For advice and a very competitive quote call

www.salmonwindows.co.uk

01634 363881 o 07973 860369 ™ ™"

was mentioned as working behind the bar and John
Skinner. Tom Sears (hrsears@btinternet.com) emailed
to say he is seventh from the left and added that he
belonged to Breach Rovers and Men of Kent and is
now living in Suffolk. He also suggested the names of
Jeff (Jesse) Reed/Reid and Johnny Gunner who could
be on the picture but recognised Pete Douglas a mate
of Maurice Mills.
Susan Hewitt (sueahewitt@gmail.com) wrote
‘I agree The Railway Public House was a very popular
pub in the 1970s. My Dad Norman Levett spent a
good many years having a few drinks there and had
lots of happy memories, he would have known many
of the people mentioned. He was good friends with
Toni the barmaid & her husband Barry and another
friend nicknamed Rusty who frequented the
pub. Sadly Norman is dead now but it bought back
happy memories of all the time he spent there.”
Thank you everyone who emailed with the
information, we are pleased the article revived so
many happy memories.
WE NEED YOU.
Marie Curie appreciates your kindness in supporting
the Rainham shop, by donations or shopping, but we
do need more volunteers URGENTLY.
Please come in to the shop (address below) or
telephone the Shop Manager on 01634 387512 to find
out more. If you can spare any time it would be
invaluable as we are open 7 days a week.
Many thanks
MARIE CURIE
15A Shopping Centre, Rainham, MESTHW

POPPIES

Could everyone who has kindly been making poppies
for the Poppy Appeal at Hempstead Valley either send
them to me or give me a call and I will collect. My
address is 6. Arthur Road, Rainham, MES 9BT

01634 362863. Gratelul thanks, Sandra

) Berengrave Service Station =553

. FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIVS
mors [ SERVIENG <§” DIAGNOSTICS
@ tres o RePARS G ARCON

Lower Raiam i, Rasham MER 71V www beremgravesarvisestationsam | 1) (i~ i1

-
Home Help Service o8
At Home Out & About i
o Housework « Visiting the shops Take care
« Respite sifting ~ ® Supportto Coring For Your Independence
* Well-being visits gpp"": ’:‘j:’a i Please call us on:
& & _ompanons
« Gardening/ s oglings P 101634 316821
Handyman T d www tokecoreltd co.uk
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Diary 2017

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
aff@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: October 24th 2017

October 7th - Brain Tumour Charity Quiz, 7.15 -10.00pm,
Twydall Church Hall, Raffle - Bring your own Food
and Drink, Tea/Coffee and Biscuit, 01634 263622

October 7th - RAMASES Dylan Bickerstaffe will be
lecturing on Great expeditions to God’s Land and Punt,
Newington Village Hall, 2.30pm, £9 guests
annette.crowder65@gmail.com or 07476 636803,

October 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Linton Ramble,
10.00am Moderate circular walk 8.5 miles / 13.7 km
finish 2.45pm Meet Linton Church Car Park (Free)
Linton Hill (main A229 road), footpath, farmland some
road. Some hills. Bring pienic. Pub at end. Contact:
John Watts, FLAME45 1 @hotmail.co.uk

October 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941 965272
Aylestord Baily Bridge Carpark (Free) GR 732588
ME20 7AU 5 %2 mile walk along the new river pathway
from Aylesford to Allington. Mostly flat, long grass,
woodland and tracks. 1 Stile. 4 Steps. No Dogs

October 8th — Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Get
involved by helping with some practical tasks on the
site. Meet at the Volunteer Block near the Orchard car
park, Ring 01634 338191 for more information

October 9th — 15th - Making Miracles, Baby Loss
Awareness Week, Support for anyone affected by
pregnancy loss and the death of a baby. Contact
www.makingmiracles.org.uk for more information

October 9th — Monday Hub, 10.00am - 12.30pm, St Paul's

Church, Parkwood, MES 9PN, Board games, Table
Tennis, use of Laptop and much more, Free light
refreshments, phone Jill on 01634 230780

October 9th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 01634 230500

October 9th - Rainham Community Choir at The Howard
School 7.00 - 8.30pm. See Face Book or
inforainhamcommunitychoir@gmail.com

October 9th - Medway Towns Bridge Club, Sociable
duplicate Bridge each Mon, Tues and Fri, 7.30pm start,
St. Luke's Methodist Church Hall, City Way, Rochester
ME1 2BQ. £3.50 guests, £2.50 members We can
usually find a partner for you on a Monday, 01634
375706, 840094 www.bridgewebs.com/medwaytowns

October 9th - Rainham Flower Club, St Matthews Church
Hall, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, ME8 ONX Imposed
Design & Exhibition 7.30pm, For more information
please visit our website www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk
or ring 01634 864572 /01634 863034 / 01622 884478

October 9th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets 2nd
Monday each month to help those still in employment
who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat,
ring Julie 01634 364309,

October 9th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES 9PN,
7.30pm, Organist - Dirkjan Ranzijn, details ring Brian
Leonard (11634 234694

October 10th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, MES 0BX In-House Evening
Autumn Show, Members £1, Non-members £1.50 New
members and visitors always welcome, For details ring
01634 852519

October 11th - East Medway U3 A, Rainham Mark Social
Club, 2.00pm, Jack Deans - Finger prints and murder
(part I1). Guests welcome Cost £2, 07895 890635

October 11th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,

FOLK'S FOOTCARE vicrir marup
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morming and evening appointments available.

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gillard W

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks

Landlord centilicates.
Service, repair and
nstallation of gas central
heating, boilers, [ires, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a1-roofing-services co.uk
www.a1-roofing-services co.uk
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Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Recycling - Tom
Moore, for details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

October 12th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Talk "Food for
Thought" by Patricia Davey All Saints Church,
Hempstead Road 2.00 - 4.00 pm. New members always
welcome, phone 07583 343782

October 12th - Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, Women Wartime Workers
in Munitions Industry, Ann Knief, for over 50s ring
01634 234712 for details.

October 12th — 14th - 9 To 5: The Musical. 7.30pm,
Matinee Saturday 2.30pm Gillingham Dramatic
Society Tickets £16 - £17 (adults) £15 (concessions)
medwayticketslive.co.uk/ or 01634 338338

October 13th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

October 13th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Primary School ME7 5XX, 7.15pm,
The Romans on the Medway - Simon Elliott. Visitors
welcome (charge) details see www.grlhs.org or Val
Barrand 07947 583327 email lupusrufus@sky.com

October 13th - Quiz Night, Medway Asthma Self-Help
(MASH) Roko, Watling Street, Gillingham, MES 6BY.
7.30pm start. Tickets £5 each, up to eight people.
Raffle, all drinks must be bought at the bar, welcome to
bring snacks. Free parking. Contact (011634 855844,
email medwayasthmaselfhelp@btconnect.com.

October 14th - Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, Rainham, 9.00am — 12.30pm, Free entry, Stalls
are £10 each contact cjderafimarkets@yahoo.com or
ring 07779 366054 for more details

October 14th - The Big Knit - Making Miracles, 10.00am
— 1.00pm, Rochester Cathedral, Help knit 6 x 6 squares.
Some wool provided but donations very welcome.
Email sally@makingmiracles.org.uk giving names to
help us prepare and arrange refreshments.

October 14th - Patchwork Exhibition, Sewing Together
10th Anniversary Exhibition. Twydall School MES
6JS 10.00am — 3.00pm. Displays of hand crafted quilts,
Demonstration and sales table. Adults £2, children free

October 14th - Hospital Radio Medway, Quiz, Holy
Trinity Church Hall, Twydall Lane, ME8 6JU 7.30pm
Please bring your own drinks and nibbles. Tables of 6-8
book 01634 365300. Tickets £5 per head.

October 14th - Knowledge & Nibbles Evening, Friends of

AERIALS

® TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
Extra TV / SKY Points

Tel 01634 306692 b

Mob 07789 796256 . A
N

SEEDLINGS

St Margaret's Church, Rainham, Millennium Centre,
7.30pm (prompt). Nibbles provided please bring own
drinks & glasses. Tables of' 8 - £6 pp. Advance booking
essential. Contact Carole 360502 or Lesley 379796,

October 14th - Rainham Ladies Choir, Concert, 7.30pm,
Gillingham Methodist Church, Third Avenue. for Kent
Association for Blind, Tickets £10 (£9 Cons, under 10
Free) 01634 370797 or RLCtickets@outlook.com

October 14th - Muzika Lyra Concert, 7.30pm, St Mary’s
Church, Newington. Russian Folk Melodies and Songs,
Tickets £12, call David Lane 01795 842478 or
laneatborden{@btinternet.com.

October 14th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 — 10.00pm. New and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner, for more
information ring 366189 or 388546,

October 15th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Harry Keane 01634 231533 07729
356835 The Cock Inn. Car Park. Henley Street,
Luddesdown GR 664672 DA13 0XB for 5 ' mile
undulating and varied walk, using field paths, pastures
& woodland tracks with muddy sections. Some gentle
but very lengthy slopes. 3 flights of steps, quite
challenging (total 50). 10 stiles. No Dogs

October 15th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Borough Green,
10.00am Leisurely circular walk 8.2 miles / 13.2 km
finish 2.30pm Park and meet in Borough Green railway
station car park - A227/Wrotham Road. All day £1.
TNI15 8AJ, TQ608574 via Ightham, Old Soar Manor.
Back via Shipbourne Forest / Wealdway and Basted.
Approx 9001t of ascent, orchards, pasture and
woodland. Contact: Geoff, geoff.rambler@me.com

October 16th - Rainham Community Choir (see Oct Yth)

October 16th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood, 7.30pm, Chomp and Chat,
All welcome, just come or ring 01634 360797

October 16th - Wigmore W1 meet every 3rd Monday
7.30 - 9.30pm, St Matthew's Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore. Interested ring Chris Ellson
01634 372976 or Barbara Strachan 01634 268611

October 17th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
AGM + Programme planning for 2018, New members
welcome, first visit free, no experience needed. details
Kaye Buss 01634 232998 or kayebuss{@btinternet.com

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Bituated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats on!r.

A completely new cat!cr;, fully compliant
povith aﬁ new legislation. FAB accredited care

£~

TV Wall Mountin%
TV & Appliances Set
Up

Call Nick 07949 588464

or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

Emvl(l d.
iewings welcomed by appointment,

Contact: Micholay

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.comy
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAD

CHARTERED ACCOLNTANTS

+  Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, v Tap
Zent MER 7EG "
.l\.L.“l 1.'.'\ J.F_ o +  Book-keeping
Tel: 01634 375222 pavroll
Fax: 01634 3 i L

= Audit

E Mail: adminii jadaccountants.co.uk

wiww.jadaccountants.co.uk Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com ..
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts = ==

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES TRU

www.salter-mclean.com

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 Vis4

www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 8BJ (Just off Station Rd)

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG Y '5%
BRYANT S

CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
A1 RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows
telephone 01634 840 999

“www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guitering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

...... Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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RAINHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR

The Howard School. Mondays 7.00 - 8.30pm term
time. See Face Book (@Rainham Community choir
or inforainhamcommunitychoir@gmail.com
RAINHAM SCHOOL for GIRLS

David Wood is preparing an article on memories and
experiences at Rainham School for Girl's during the
1970s and early 1980s. He has already interviewed
one lady but needs more information. If you have
memories you would like to share please contact him
by email at david3702001(@yahoo.co.uk.

9 TO 5: THE MUSICAL

Gillingham Dramatic Society (GDS Productions)
Thursday 12th - Saturday 14th October, 7.30pm
Matinee performance Saturday 2.30pm

With music by Dolly Parton, and a book by Patricia
Resnick, the musical is based on the Twentieth
Century Fox movie of the same name. Outrageously
funny, thought-provoking, and even a little romantic.
Tickets £16 - £17 (adults) £15 (concessions)

(offer book 9 tickets, get the 10th free) Buy online at
medwayticketslive.co.uk/ or 01634 338338

PATCHWORK EXHIBITION
Sewing Together 10th Anniversary Exhibition.
Saturday 14th October 10.00am — 3.00pm.
Displays of beautiful hand crafted quilts,
Demonstration and sales table.
Twydall School,

Twydall Lane, Gillingham. MES 6JS
Entrance £2 children free.
KNOWLEDGE & NIBBLES EVENING
Friends of St Margaret's Church, Rainham
Millennium Centre, Gatekeeper Chase
Saturday 14th October, 7.30pm (prompt).
Nibbles provided, bring your own drinks & glasses.
Tables of 8 - £6 per person
Advance booking essential.

Contact Carole 360502 or Lesley 379796.

QuIZ
Hospital Radio Medway
Saturday 14th October, 7.30pm
Holy Trinity Church Hall
Twydall Lane, Gillingham MES 6JU
Please bring your own drinks and nibbles.
Tickets are £5 per head.
Tables of 6 - 8 can be booked on
01634 365300 with Eunice Norman.

[ COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

WOW A "CHARITY AUCTION"
St Mary Magdalene Church, Gillingham
In aid of the Re-Ordering Project Appeal
Sunday 17th September, 2.00 — 5.00pm
with entertainment from "The Warblers"
Refreshments, Free entry, park Saxon Way School
Further information ring Hilda 01634 932135

CRAFT AND GIFT FAYRE

In aid of Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital
Saturday 28th October, 11.00am - 2.00pm.

St Matthews Church Hall, Gillingham

Ideal opportunity to start thinking about Christmas!
Further details please contact Paula 01634 373450,
07930 595856 or Stacey 07897 007979

ST MARGARET'S BAZAAR
Saturday 28th October
10.00am until 2.00pm
Millennium Centre Rainham
Donations welcome at the Millennium Centre
on Friday 27th October.

BARNARDO'S CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 28th October, 7.00pm for 7.30 start
Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham
Tickets £5 each. Tables 6-8 Book in advance
Bring your own drink + Nibbles, Free Tea Coffee +
Biscuits available, Plenty of free parking
Phone 01634 233405 or 01634 375486
APPLAUSE RURAL TOURING SCHEME
Bredhurst Village Hall ME7 3JZ
Saturday October 28th, 7.30pm start
A new production from Farnham Maltings.
“Brilliance — the night the light came™
Electricity comes with life changing consequences.
Tickets £10 from Ann Keeble, 01634 361263

FUN EVENING OF MUSIC AND SONGS
The Kingfisher Singers
Saturday 4th November, 7.30pm
St Margaret’s Church, High Street, Rainham
Tickets £7 on the door Refreshments included
In aid of H.L.P.S supporting Children with
Congenital Orthopaedic problems.

GRAND CHRISTMAS CHARITY BAZAAR
Saturday 11th November, 10.30am - 12.30pm
St Maithew's Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore MES ONX.
For more information please contact Linda on email:
lindalisgarten@hotmail.co.uk or 01634 377267

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, ME8 OPX
Telephone: 01634 379762
Email: mail@masteralarms.com
www.masteralarms.com

Fair Trader




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES

In early September of last year, [ visited Scotney
Castle Estate, which is near Tunbridge Wells and
which is owned by the National Trust. In particular, I
went on a guided tour of the estate’s Little Scotney
Farm, which is a mixed one. The tenant, lan Strang,
raises beef cattle and sheep and grows wheat and hops.
Most unusually, he dries his hops in his three
traditional oast houses. Our guide led us along a drive
towards the farm, through parkland dotted with oak
and other trees, among which sheep and red Sussex
beef cattle were grazing. Also feeding there was a
mixed tlock of rooks and jackdaws and migrating
swallows. 1 could hear the call of a green woodpecker,
which was doubtless in search of the yellow meadow
ants that live in large, grass covered anthills. In the
ancient hedge alongside the drive, 1 noted rose hips
and the berries of hawthorn, elder, bramble, bryony
and holly. They were a sure sign of autumn.

In due course we came to the farm, which is typically
Kentish, consisting mainly of red brick buildings with
peg tile roofs. There is an 18th century wooden framed
barn, with a hipped roof and tarred clapboarding,
which serves as a maternity unit at lambing time. A
large, modern, open shed in the middle of the yard
houses the beef cattle in the winter. There is a long
row of loose boxes which house riding horses. It being
a Saturday. a number of young ladies were to be seen
mucking out their horses. Finally, there are three
round oast houses, built in the 1870s. with an
adjoining shed, erected in the 1950s, and containing
bine stripping machinery. This replaced the picking of
the hop cones, carried out, by hand, by generations of
hop pickers as they sat in the hop gardens. Hens.
cockerels and an assortment of terriers run freely
throughout the farm yard. It was good to see a flock of
houses sparrows on the farm. They presumably feed
on the seeds in the hay given to the horses.

Little Scotney Farm is in an idyllic spot. It sits
between the Rivers Teise and Bewl, both of which are
tributaries of the River Medway. From the high
ground of the farm there is a view over both the farm’s
own hop garden and the neighbouring Finchcock hop

garden. Also in view are the rag stone towers of’
Horsmonden and Goudhurst parish churches. One
could not imagine a more Kentish scene. Leaving the
farm yard for later in our visit, we headed for the hop
garden. Five varieties of hops are grown at Little
Scotney, the main one being “Target”. It is the
aromatic, female flowers of the hop that develop into
the greenish yellow cones that are used in brewing.
They clarify the beer, help it to keep longer and give it
a bitter flavour. The bines and the string around which
the bines have climbed are cut down by hand, which is
a strenuous and dusty job. They are carried to the
stripping shed in a procession of narrow trailers hauled
by three diminutive Massey Ferguson tractors of
1960s vintage.

In the shed the bines are fixed onto hooks dangling
from a continuous metal chain which conveys the
bines to a stripping machine. This separates the cones
from the stems and leaves of the bines. The process is
very noisy and dusty. The cones are then conveyed to
one of the three oast houses where they are spread
over cloth laid on top of a slatted drying floor. They
are then slowly dried by means of oil burners and
subsequently packed into large sacks (or pokes) for
conveying to the brewers. About half of the hops are
sold to a large London brewer and the rest to a variety
of mini-brewers, including Westerham Brewery
Company, which makes Little Scotney Pale Ale,
among other beers. Our guide told us that nearly all of
the people working in the hop garden and on the farm,
which were a mixture of men and women, young and
elderly, lived locally. During our time in the stripping
shed and the oast houses, the workers were sitting
down together and eating their lunches. As we filed
past them, apologies were made for our intrusion but
the workers seemed relaxed about our presence.

We stopped briefly to admire the front gardens of two
farm workers” semi detached cottages. I spotted.
among other flowers, Michaelmas daisies, roses,
dahlias and hollyhocks, the latter of which had long
gone to seed The hollyhock, growing against a cottage
wall, is the archetypal plant of the English cottage
garden. A robin gave out a somewhat melancholy
song as it perched on a washing line. We were finally
taken to see two terraces of hoppers’ huts, each ten

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destruclive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
|0.A P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY 24 HOUR

PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

|Boarding
Cattery

Located in an area of
outstanding natural
beauty

W Ty e
Owner FAB trained FDHU®
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment anly please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhursti@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

CATNAp
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foot square. They were in any idyllic spot, in
Broadham Wood, among heather and foxgloves and
alongside the River Bewl, from where the hoppers
obtained their water. The huts were discretely hidden
away, so as not to be seen by the former estate owners
in the big house. Today the big house is owned by the
National Trust, whose members are prepared to pay
good money for a guided tour to see the hoppers” huts.
Joe Ennis
THE RAINHAM PRIZE FIGHT
Prize fighting proved very popular during the 18th and
19th centuries but the law changed in 1882 and the
sport was banned, so future fights took place illegally.
Fred Scott who farmed at Meresborough became a fan
of prize fighting and staged the last ever bare knuckle
fight in Kent with the assistance of his brother Robert.
On May 18th 1888 he arranged a fight at his farm
between two well-known London fighters Alec
Roberts from Shoreditch and Jem Hayes from
Paddington, fought under London prize ring rules for
£400 a side. Because the fight was illegal it had to be
staged secretly in the early morning hours.
E P Fay of the *Clarion,” went to Rainham from
London to report on the fight. While travelling on the
midnight train he met a group of well-known
gentlemen that included a peer. a racehorse owner and
a bookmaker all on their way to the same fight
although they made out that they did not know each
other. They got into four carriages outside Chatham
railway station and set off for Rainham at 1.15am.
When E P Fay and accompanying gentlemen arrived
at Meresborough they were met by Fred Scott who
escorted them to the first floor of his big barn where
two long tables laden with huge amounts of meat,
vegetables and barrels of Kentish ale were placed.
A problem arose when Rainham police-constable
Barranger arrived to find out what was happening. He
had been awakened by the clattering of the horse
drawn coaches passing through Rainham. Fred Scott
informed Barranger that a smoking concert was taking
place and invited him to have a drink. Fred Scott then
supplied him with brandy and ale causing him to
become intoxicated and to fall asleep on the tloor.
Meanwhile, as more gentlemen arrived they were
taken to the barn where they ate, drank, sang and were
entertained by a famous London actor who recited part
of Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of Venice.”
At about 4 am the guests were led to a three cornered

field at Fardon’s Corner situated about ten minutes
from the farmhouse. Stakes were knocked into the
ground then ropes attached to make a fighting ring.
With the spectators waiting the two fighters arrived.
Alec Roberts, the champion of his weight had never
been defeated. At 4.20 am the fight began which Fay
described:
‘For fully a minute the men cireled round, viewing
each other’s points with the stealthy step of the tiger
about to spring; and then Roberts darted at his man,
and, with his left arm going out like a flash, smote
Hayes on the jawbone ... The supporters of the rival
combatants screamed and velled like frantic demons.’
After the first two rounds Hayes took the lead and
after 20 rounds he still looked strong but then the fight
dramatically changed when he swung a powerful right
punch but instead of hitting Roberts he struck a stake
which disabled his right arm for the remainder of the
fight, but he incredibly fought on for a further 44
rounds.
During the last 30 minutes Fay reported that the
fighters became exhausted until Hayes lay down on
the floor in the 64th round unable to rise leaving
Roberts as the winner.
After the contest which had lasted for 1 hour 47
minutes, the police arrived to investigate but they were
unable to find any evidence as the spectators had left,
the rope hidden and the stakes destroyed.
Alec Roberts and many spectators left for London on
the early morning train from Chatham, while defeated
fighter Jem Hayes recovered in bed. He had to wait
until night to travel, disguised and escorted by friends,
as the police were watching the local railway stations
for people suspected of attending the fight.
According to the ‘Clarion’ Rainham police-constable
Barranger was suspended from duty then later
discharged from the force. Some spectators who had
attended the fight raised a substantial amount of
money for him as compensation.
In July 1888 Fred Scott, the fighters and organisers
were summoned to Sittingbourne Petty Sessions and
charged with causing a riot and committing assault.
They were then sent to the East Kent Quarter Sessions
in Canterbury in October 1888 and were bound over to
keep the peace after a lengthy trial. Finally, prize
fighting declined in England and gave way to the rise
and popularity of boxing from the mid-1890s.

David Wood.

- TREE MANAGEMENT
- CHIPPING

e e LINDS A

= MULCH

« FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER el
For all your Plumbing Services Q,E/
Rggzl\éo HELP is on its way
. UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
Sife POWER FLUSHING
=== LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey PFA

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.

For further details contact Theresa on:

Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING - PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE » FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

Square or Landscape shape
£28 per month

£78 for 3 months
Email af@thenet.uk.net

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR | Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
d"“’“""“

Renovations Lid

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk
53 Woodside, Wigmore  TaIF Trader

BB Property Services
Painting & Decorating, Plumbing,

Carpentry, Plastering and Tiling
Call Barry Baker on

07849 418 868

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options. :
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 ATE

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CALLAWAY HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Improving Homes for Over 25 years
Kitchen Installation
Bathroom Installation
Carpentry, Floor, Electrics, Plastering
Painting & Decorating
For your Free estimate

Call - 07970 678895 / 07791311251

PR Improvzmszn'ts

_ Home improvements
Electrical and all other jobs considered:
Plumbing, decorating etc. Reliable and trustworthy,

Peter Ribbens
MOBILE: 07584 652017

(4 Neat Feet ¢
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickaned Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs

Tel: 01634 322591

Diary 2017

October 17th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 - 9.45
pm £3.50. Trinidad and Tobago: Home of the
Hummingbird — Ashley Grove For Field Trips:
www.rspb.org. uk/groups/medway.

October 18th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, Wigmore 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members
welcome to this cheerful group, just come along or ring
01634 388912 for more information

October 18th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Hall.
7.30pm, Nigel Gibson ‘A Year in a Cobham Garden’,
Bring and Buy Produce Stall, New members always
welcome, ring 07791 781 910 for details

October 19th - Rainham Women's Institute 1.45 -
4.00pm. Speaker on “Ups & Downs of a Wedding
Photographer® Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community
Centre, Rainham. Visitors welcome for small entry
charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details.

October 19th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Musical
Entertainment, In Harmony (see 12th Oct).

October 19th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, scrabble,
board games, tea and chat (see 12th Oct)

October 20th - Hempstara Whist Afternoon, 1.30pm start,
The Scout Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead,
Whist players of all abilities welcome, a partner is not
required, for details please ring Eunice 01634 231664

October 20th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club,
Darland Avenue, 8.00pm, Alan Barnes Band- plays a
tribute to Eddie Condon featuring Alan Barnes on saxes
and clarinet, Enrico Tomasso trumpet, lan Bateman
trombone with a top class rhythm section. Admission
£12, Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743,

October 21st - Rainham Flower Club, 2.00pm, Newington
Village Hall, High Street, ME9 71J Open Meeting
Demonstration by Coral Gardiner ‘Natures Autumn
Palette” Tickets £10 (includes tea and cake) details
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or 01634 864572

October 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, Chartham
Village, 10.00am Leisurely circular walk 5 miles / 8.1
km finish 12.45pm Park courteously in village meet at
recreation ground. CT4 7LA, TR107551 via Larkey
Valley Wood and nature reserve up Chartham Downs to
Garlinge Green and downhill to start. Contact: Tony/
Ann, 01634 406634, vajra.faulkner{@tesco.net

COMPUTERS
REPAIRED
IN YOUR HOME

Virus/Malware removal
PC repairs and Upgrades
Speed up your PC!

Stuart
Over 22 years' experience :
01634 328328 [ <y
07870 641823 N )

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

October 22nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Anne Bond / Pat Wells 07778 302866
07804 837155 Oare Gunpowder Works Country Park.
Bysing Wood Road. Faversham GR0O00623 ME13 7UD
Toilets & Tea / Coftee available Gates open approx
9.45. Do Not use carpark spaces but arca inside gates 5
' mile undulating walk. 5 Stiles. Dogs Allowed

October 23rd — 29th - Free Half Term Halloween
Activities, Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre,

1 1.00am — 3.00pm daily, Free Admission, Free Parking
www.hempsteadvalley.com

October 23rd - Monday Hub, (see 9th Oct).

October 23rd - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 9th Oct).

October 24th — Tree Walk, Capstone Farm Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon, £3 per child, suitable for the whole
family, Ring 01634 33819! for more information

October 25th — Pumpkin Carving, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon, £3 per child, suitable
for the whole family, Ring 01634 338191 for details.

October 25th - Rainham Historical Society, Millennium
Hall, Rainham, 7.30pm, History of Papermaking, All
welcome, Contact secretary 01634 366276 for details.

October 25th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, 7.15pm,
Speaker - Kent Food and Wine, Refreshments and
Quiz, United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, Details Sandie 07962 277330

October 25th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead , The Making of a Style Icon - Helen
Kendall-Tobias, (see 11th Oct).

October 26th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Social Meeting,
(see 12th Oct).

October 26th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Talk "Eve's
Stained Glass" (see 12th Oct)

October 26th - Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, Rainham, All welcome, more details from
Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

October 27th - Medway Geographical Society. 7.30, Paul
Warren — Treasures of Japan, Holy Trinity Church,
Twydall Lane, Gillingham MES 6TN, all welcome, just
come or ring Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

October 28th - Bamardo's Charity Quiz Night, 7.30pm
start, Twydall Church Hall, Tickets £5 each, Tables 6-8
Book in advance bring your own drink + Nibbles, Free
Tea Coffee + Biscuits available, Plenty of free parking,
Phone 01634 233405 or (01634 375486

@ CERFACE:

FOR TILES

no further!

Supply & Fit Service
Showmom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 SXR
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.
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';? Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care
Foot Health Professional

Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
Kent ;: ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
ey v NC JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

TRADING Your Local Reliable Contractor
e James Zammit Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

= 01634 372411
nille: = 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MEB 8NS
N i
ustaten Domestic Installer
KITCHEN
Andy Sﬂer)herd DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

(gl TRUST Kitchens
| & MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
RCITIITIT Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com L|nwo°d

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Est. 1982

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

Creem A

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £100.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Licensed Waste Carrier

For Free quote ring
Fully Insured

Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service]
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Diary 2017

October 28th - St Margaret's Bazaar, 10.00am - 2.00pm,
Millennium Centre Rainham Donations welcome at the
Millennium Centre on Friday 27th October.

October 28th - Applause Rural Touring Scheme,
Bredhurst Village Hall ME7 3J7, 7.30pm start, Tickets
at £10 from Ann Keeble, 01634 361263

October 28th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 14th Oct).

October 29th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Doreen Maguire 01634 376230
Sevenoaks. Buckhurst Lane. Leisure Centre. Car Park.
(Fee) GR 532547 TN13 1LW for 5 mile walk through
Knole Park. Undulating using roads, tracks, grassland
and through woods. No Stiles, Dogs Allowed on lead

October 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Harrietsham -
(Long 10 miles or Short 5.5 miles), [0.00am Moderate
circular walk finish 3.30pm ME17 1AH, TQ867525 A
circular walk with good views from top of the hill.
Derek, 07768 448633, derek.kent@ blueyonder.co.uk

November 2nd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist,
scrabble, board games, tea and chat (see 12th Oct)

November 3rd — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham (see 13th Oct).

November 4th - Winter Wonderland, St Matthew’s
Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore 11.00am - 3.00pm,
Admission Free!

November 4th - Fun Evening of Music and Songs, The
Kingfisher Singers, 7.30pm St Margaret’s Church,

Rainham, Tickets £7 on the door, refreshments included

In aid of H.LLP.S Children with Orthopaedic problems.
November 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Rochester to

Wouldham, 10.00am Moderate circular walk 11 miles /

17.7 km finish 4.00pm Meet at Rochester Railway
Station. ME1 INH public car parks nearby. TQ745685
Pleasant walk crossing bridges and along the River
Medway to Wouldham, very steep climb to top of the
North Downs for picnic lunch, then descent and back
through Rochester, pubs and cafes Contact: Chris,
01634 360270, chris.strachan(@ live.com

November 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

10.00am meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 Lynsted.
The Street. Black Lion PH. GR 943608 MEY 0JS Park
considerately near pub for 5 Mile Historic walk
undulating using roads, fields, grassland and woodland
passing through Rodmersham. 6 Stiles. Dogs Allowed

November 5th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Get
involved by helping with some practical tasks on the
site. Meet at the Volunteer Block near the Orchard car
park, Ring 01634 338191 for more information

November 6th — Monday Hub, (see 9th Oct).

November 6th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 9th Oct).

November 6th - Medway Towns Bridge Club, (9th Oct).

November 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
A Year in a Cobham Garden - Nigel Gibson, Rainham
Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Rainham. New
members welcome, ring 366276 for details.

November 7th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘Gun Powder
Plot” — a vertical arrangement, (see 17th Oct).

November 8th - East Medway U3A, Toni Mount ‘They
Dared to be Doctors” the fascinating story of the first
Victorian ladies to succeed in a man's world. (11th Oct)

November 11th - Grand Christmas Charity Bazaar, St
Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore, 10.30am -
12.30pm refreshments, free parking, entrance 20p all
proceeds to charity, information Linda 01634 377267
email: lindalisgarten@hotmail.co.uk

November 11th - Upchurch Choral Society *A Flower
Remembered’ 7.30pm, St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch,
commemorating the day the Armistice was signed.
Tickets £5, collection in aid of the British Legion.

November 18th - Oast Community Centre, Christmas Fair
in aid of the Oast building fund 10.00am — 1.00pm. For
more information contact Heather Woodgate email
heatherwoodgate(w googlemail.com

November 18th — Craft Market Smallholders club. 2
Springvale, 11.00am — 2.00pm Free entry. Stalls 01634
263408 or smallholdersclubf@btconnect,com

November 18th - Hempstead Christmas Fayre, All Saints'
Church and Hempstead Village Hall, 11.30am -
3.30pm, free entry for all.

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self Assessment « Limited Companies
Trusts - Partnerships - Company Formations

Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, ME8 7PH

BUILDING

AINTENANCE|

Exterior
Painting & Decorating

All Garden Work

07931 864346

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

LAST WEEK FOR PICK YOUR
own apples in Rainham Community
Orchard, Lower Rainham Road MES
7TR Sat/Sun 718 Oct. 10-4.00 See FB
@Rainham Community Orchard or
orchard page on www.thenet.uk.net
Pre-picked boxes of Cox and Russet
for sale in Sunburst Books, 21 Station
Road, Rainham.

MR fix IT Home MAINTENANCE
No job too small. Realistic prices.

Tel mobile 07704 934 681
COUNSELLOR. CONFIDENTIAL
and private service. Fully qualified,
with over 10 years substance misuse
experience. Call Sinclair on

07905 361 599.

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging. weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505.
LOSE WEIGHT WITH Cambridge
Weight Plan. 1-1 private appointments
Contact Lizzie on 07888 840 324

or lizzie.ewp(@gmail.com for a free no
obligation consultation

STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Shelving — Cupboards — Wardrobes
Custom made. Free quotes. Fair Prices
Malcolm 07917 364832
malcolmben(@hotmail.co.uk
PURELY HOLISTIC MASSAGE
by Nick. Relieve aching muscles and
aid relaxation. ITEC level 3 qualified.
07701 007866.

S W GARDENING SERVICES.

All year round gardener - grass culting,

hedge trimming, pruning, digging.
general garden maintenance. Please
call 07432 020557.

STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas, Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
GARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477.

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed. mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573
MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures 01634
613871 /07736 278509

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles. lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

New Shine OVEN CLEANING

High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996

W Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare(@outlook.com,

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years” experience.,

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY . Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

Cé&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis,sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses, Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service, Free estimates.

No job too smalLKCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m? (=250 logs), Ysm® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer, Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,
TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR AUTUMN
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315707766 980 732

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance

01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE, For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared. Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.
Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

Jjust give us a call, We come 1o you

and the first consultation is firee.

Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Partics & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services

10 30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPWVC specialist. 01634 871808,
HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859

14

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday
1 lam (with children’s activ
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our websile
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk
Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.I. Wood. 01634 388187
STMATTHEW’'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley On 01634 231341 or
mobile 07957 884 335.

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

. '\In.mhu of G 15 ‘\:Iu!\ Register

Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

= Landlord Gas Safety Reports

* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

' ROOFING REPAIRS

Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile

GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing

Roof Windows / Skylights
PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAIHHAII

'Window Fix Direct’

Do you have windows

.OI 634 ?89025 / 0’950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

* Local Family Business
« Personal service in the
comfort of your home
* Free demonstrations

» After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

Steves Mini Skips

& Clearance
Small skips at small prices
Quick and reliable service

2, 3 & 4 yard Skips

NON-HAZARDOUS ITEMS ONLY
Also available a 3.5 ton caged Mini Tipper

Ring: 07999 872169

Fully Registered & Insured

Gefion Dog Training Club

-

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES8 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

Craft Market

Wigmore Smallholders Club
Junction Woodside & Springvale
Saturday 18th November

11lam to 2pm
Free entry to the public
Stalls available
to book in advance
Refreshments Tea/coffee cake
Email: smallholdersclub@btconnect.com

or phone: 01634 263408

for more information

GARAGE DOORS]
Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
‘All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters,

Con
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, CD's plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s A0 Est. 1971 T
Plumbing & /sife R
Heating Chris Hallett S ROC

REPAIRS. GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

e csimtes crpnone 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical
Extra lights,
sockets, "
fuse boards R =
& full rewires ami 1=-]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors _'“ —
Fitted Wardrobes — Flastering. somestic (7%
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

FREE NO
)@CURTAIN & BI.%E'EASNTlﬁCTUR[RS LTD SELISATON
QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Fumishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham ME8 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W: www crystalcuriains co.uk

@i Plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
_ Tel: 01634 379822
Fair Trader oo 07897 498189 i

Free Surveys & Quotes

Sl

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Dinectons

A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4Q.J Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW

* Private Chapels of Rest -

* Horse Drawn Hearse available




