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The Railway Public House, Station Road, Rainham annual Boxing Day football match in 1971.
Back row from left to right those recognised by David Wood are:

1.7 2.7 3.7 4. Peter Foster, 5.7 6.7 7.2 8. John Perrin, 9. Billy Huggins, 10.?

Front row left to right:

1. Maurice Mills, 2.7 3. Ron Ward, 4. David Wood, 5. Billy Hales, 6.7 7.7 8.7 9.7

We would be very pleased to hear from you if you can identify any of the other players, please email
afi@thenet.uk.net

See David’s Memories of “The Railway” Pub on page 9.

lorna elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

It has been lovely these past few months when driving
through Rainham to see the beautiful troughs of
flowers on the railings outside St Margaret’s Church.
Our thanks go to the local councillors who, I believe,
use some of their community budget to fund them.
The riot of colour really does lift the spirits
particularly on some of the grey rainy days we have
been experiencing. Great also to see that a vandal
proof system of attaching the baskets seems to have
worked, so far at least!

Apparently the annual holiday is changing. Two
weeks in one place is old hat, now we are much more
likely to go away for one week or just a few days at a
time. Back in the days when we had family holidays
with three children to entertain in (often wet. cool and
windy) Wales our routine was to visit the nearest
Visitor Centre on the first day of our stay picking up
any interesting looking leaflets of local places to visit,
obviously long before the days of ‘just google it”. On
one occasion in the 80s we spotted a rather scruffy
hand written note pinned up inviting visitors to a new
project at Castell Henllys Iron Age Fort in the
Pembrokeshire National Park. Enthusiasts were
reconstructing a round house on the original footings
of a genuine ancient structure. That first visit was
exciting, climbing the steep hill with little to guide our
way but instinet, and the children thoroughly enjoyed,
once we discovered the camp, helping to daub the
walls of the round house by throwing mud pies and
pushing them into the cracks. Over the years whenever
we were in the area we returned and saw the site
gradually develop into a tourist attraction. One year
we attended a feast of iron age style food with the
volunteers dressed in authentic clothing — an unusual
spectacle back then. Since the family holidays ended
we have only once returned. However, [ am pleased to
see the fort now has a website and is obviously a
recognised asset to the area, although by the look of it
much sanitised compared with those carly days. Now
it is the turn of the next generation to entertain young
children and I was delighted recently to discover with
them a similar site near Petersfield in Hampshire.
Butsers Ancient Farm is just off the A3 at the end of a
country lane in a valley of the South Downs National
Park surrounded by open countryside and farm land
although only a few miles from Portsmouth. It sounds
a long journey but had a red Routemaster bus not
caught fire on the M25 I would easily have made it in

the AAs predicted hour and 40 minutes. Again it is
volunteers who set the scene, they were plentiful,
proficient and obviously thoroughly enjoying
themselves telling the children about and involving
them in many hands-on activities related to that
week’s theme of the Romans. Many of the helpers
wore Roman style clothing, the visitors could also
borrow from an extensive wardrobe (if they could be
persuaded) and join in the fun. This farm has
structures and animals from Stone Age, through Iron
Age to Roman and Anglo Saxon Britain with many
authentic tools, instruments, weapons and artefacts.
The boys particularly enjoyed trying on helmets and
chain mail, finding out in the process how heavy they
are. A display of surgical instruments and the graphic
descriptions of their use by a Roman soldier kept them
mesmerised - particularly how to cure a headache by
trepanning. All in all another great day out, at £20 for
a family ol 4 very good value, particularly as packed
lunches (the shop only sells drinks and ice cream) are
actively encouraged anywhere you fancy on the site,
sitting round the fire in a round house or out in the
open with the goats, pigs and sheep for company. No
high tech rides or amusements but a very welcome
change from constantly staring at a small screen.

By now the holidays are nearly over and it is back to
school and a regular routine, but, for those of us who
no longer have to worry about such things let’s hope
for some good sunny. warm weather through the
autumn. Have a good month we will be here again in
October,

Correspondence

HARVEST TEAS
Dear Editor,
The partners, members & friends of Gillingham Lions
Club are busy planning this year’s Harvest Teas for
Senior Citizens, newcomers or for those who are
alone. The 2017 Teas are being held in October on
Sundays, st & 15th from 3.30 to 6.00pm at the
Millennium Centre. If you, or maybe a friend or
someone you know, would like an invitation to this
popular event, either ring or write to Mrs Brenda
Woodrow, Flat 1 Macklands House, Station Road,
Rainham, MES 7QX, 01634 379064, or ring Mrs
Yvonne Isles on 01634 373840, As always, transport
to and from the Millennium Centre can be arranged.
A pleasant afternoon of tea and entertainment is
guaranteed and we look forward to welcoming you.

Yours sincerely,

Beryl Brenton

(on behalf of Gillingham Lions Club)

CHRISTMAS CHARITY BAZAAR

Dear Editor

Due to a couple of our regular stallholders
unfortunately having relinquish their table bookings
because of health problems, unexpectedly we have a
couple of tables available for stallholders at our
Christmas Bazaar to be held at St Matthews

Community Centre, Wigmore on the morning of
Saturday 11th November 2017, Tables are £8 each,
all proceeds to charity. If you would like to book a
table please contact me as soon as possible: email
lindalisgarten(@hotmail.co.uk or phone Linda on
01634 377267.

Many thanks,

Linda Lisgarten

COME TO OUR OPEN DAY
Cats Protection Bredhurst Adoption Centre
Dear Editor

On Sunday10th September from 11.00am to 4.00pm
you are invited to Matts Hill Road, (Near Bredhurst
village) ME9 7XA for our annual Open Day.

We have Entertainment, Stalls, Cats Protection
Goods, Bric-a-Brac, a Kids corner, games, an
Inflatable Castle, Raftles, Refreshments, BBQ, Ice
cream and lots of fun for all the family!

There is Free Parking nearby and entrance is only 50p.

Homes are always needed for Cats and Kittens. so do
come along and see our lovely cats!

For more information please contact the Adoption
Centre on 01634 232471
We look forward to meeting you there.

GARDEN GALLERY

Exhibition of Art Works by WAGS
(Women Artists Gillingham)

94 Marshall Road, Rainham ME8 0AN
Free Admission

Open Saturdays Noon - 5.30pm

Or by appointment call Jean 01634 375183

SUMMER FETE

Lower Halstow Village Hall

Saturday 9th September 12noon - 4.00pm.

Flower Arranging and Vegetables Competitions.
The Fete includes Craft Stalls, Coconut Shy, Puzzle
Stall, Tombola, The U.K’s Mrs. Galaxy, (she will be
collecting for PDSA and Dream Flights for Children)
Indian Food, Home-made Cakes, Hot Dogs and
Burger BBQ, Refreshments and many more fun
packed stalls. Grand Raffle will be drawn at 4.00pm

QUIZ NIGHT
Medway Neighbourhood Watch Association United
Services Club, 171 High Street, Rainham, MES 8AY.
Friday 22nd September
Doors open 7.00 for a 7.30pm start.
A fun event open to all members of the public, you

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient “A' rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced

Family run independent company T
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 07973 860369
www.salmonwindows.co.uk

Fair Trader

don’t have to be a member of a Neighbourhood Watch
to participate! Tickets £5 per person.

Bring your own nibbles, but sorry - only drinks
bought at the bar can be consumed on the premises
(Licensed bar 7.00 until 11.00pm).

Tea and coffee also available for purchase.
Ideally teams of 6 (8 maximum) with prize for
winning team. The Quiz Night will consist of 8
Rounds and a Bonus Round.

To book tickets and for further information please
telephone the Neighbourhood Watch Office on 01634
792131 or contact secretarymnhwatdoutlook.com

MURDER AMONGST THE ROSES
Saturday 23rd September, 7.30pm start
A Murder performed by Alternate Shadows
Newington Village Hall ME9 71J
Tickets £6 pp purchased in Advance
BYO Drinks and Nibbles
For Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance
contact: Mike 01634 360906
Email: mikew]6(@blueyonder.co.uk

SEPTEMBER SERENADE
September 23rd. 6.00 — 8.30pm
The Street, Hartlip, ME9 7TL
Music from stage, screen and opera
Interval wine and nibbles included in ticket.
£10, £8 concessions. Children free.
01795 842735
DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Rainham
Wheateroft Grove
Cherrytree Road & Church Mews
Hempstead
Meadowdown, Thistledown, Tamarind & Mulberry
Closes
If you can help please email af@thenet.uk.net
or ring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

) Berengrave Service Station 3
FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS

mors [ SERVICNG <€ DIAGNOSTICS
@ ees o ReARS e AR-CON

Home Help Service | &0
AtHome Out & About . "
* Housework » Visiting the shops | Tuke Care
* Respite sifting ~ ® Suppartto | Caring For Your independence
* Well-being visits gppomtrl_\en?ls | Please call us on:

. + Companionship 1
* Gardening/ or oiinge 1 01634 316821
Handyman | www .takecareltd.co.uk
sent W Vﬂ:‘j ! I 3 : | Assistonts CRB checked,
arol, she could have been | insured & referenced.
L J
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Diary 2017

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
atfewthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: September 26th 2017

September 2nd — Show Day Rainham Horticultural
Society, Millennium Centre 2 — 4.00pm, ring 366276

September 2nd - Bredhurst Village Show, Village Hall,
Doors open 2.30pm, ring 07791 781 910 for details

September 2nd & 3rd - Medway Model Club Show, The
Royal Engineers Museum, Prince Arthur Road,

September 2nd & 3rd - Medway Model Railway Show,
10.00am — 4.00pm, Fort Pitt Grammar School ME4
6TJ, Adults £5, under 16 £2, 07821 254232 for details

September 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet 10.00am,
for moderate circular walk 5.7 miles / 9.2 km, finish
1.15pm. please park considerately on road to Cuxton
Station. (ME2 1AB, TQ712667) Bring picnic lunch.
Tony/Ann, 01634 406634, vajra.faulknerf/tesco.net

September 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet John Williams 01622 764821 Cranbrook
Car Park off High Street. TN17 3DQ 6 mile figure of 8
walk 25 Steps. No stiles, Dogs Allowed

September 3rd - Volunteer Conservation Day, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm. Meet at the visitor
centre, for details ring 01634 337432

September 4th - Medway Towns Bridge Club, Sociable
duplicate Bridge every Mon, Tues and Fri, 7.30pm, St.
Luke's Methodist Church Hall, City Way, ME1 2BQ.
Table money £3.50 guests, £2.50 members (£10 to
join). We can usually find you a partner on Monday,
01634 375706, www.bridgewebs.com/medwaytowns

September 5th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,

“Do your own thing” — practice night / pre-show
discussion, New members welcome, first visit free, no
experience needed, for details contact Kaye Buss 01634
232998 or email kayebuss{@btinternet.com

September 5th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Asters - Jacqueline Aviolet, Rainham Cricket Club,
Berengrave Lane, New members welcome, ring 366276

September 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Breakfast Walk
in Newington, 9.00am, Moderate circular walk 6 miles /
9.7 km, finish 11.30am, Meet at the Tuck Inn,
Newington. (TQ846650) ME9 7PB. (Please phone
Margaret beforehand if you would like to book in for
breakfast 01795 843927, magloul@yahoo.co.uk

September 7th - Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, Musical Entertainment,
The Village Skiftle Group, for over 50s ring 01634
234712 for details.

September 7th - Hempstead Leisure Club, whist, board
games, tea and chat. All Saints Church, Hempstead
Road 2.00 - 4.00 pm. New members always welcome,
phone 07583 343782

September 8th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Primary School ME7 5XX, 7.15pm,
History of the R.N.L.I. - Diana Lawrence, Visitors
welcome (charge) details from Val Barrand 07947
583327 email lupusrufust@sky.com or www.grlhs.org

September 9th - Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, Rainham, 9.00am — 12.30pm, Free entry, Stalls
are £10 each contact cjderaftmarkets(yahoo.com or
ring 07779 366054 for more details

September 9th - Summer Fete Lower Halstow Village
Hall. 12noon - 4.00pm. Competitions, Stalls & Games
Hot Dogs and Burger BBQ, all welcome.

September 9th — Coneert, 7.30pm, Harmony with Vision
Signing Choir, St Mary's Island Community Centre,
ME4 3EP. Tickets £10, cons £8, including buffet; bring
your own drinks, ring Wendy 07816 159668 or Lynne
07979 693205 or email: harmonykentie hotmail.co.uk.

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wvcrip marup
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gilard W

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and
mstallation ol gas central
heating, boilers, hres, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
+ TILED ROOFING
« FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
« PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
« FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a1-roofing-services.co.uk
www.a1l-roofing-services.co:uk
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September 9th - Autumn Show, Gillingham Horticultural
Society, 2.30pm, United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road, Refreshments, Auction, 01634 856187

September 9th & [0th - Heritage Open Days, St Mary's
Church, Newington, 2.00 — 5.00pm, Afternoon teas
01795 842711 or thelma@newingtonhistory.co.uk

September 9th - Quiz Night, 7.30pm start, Twydall
Community Centre, Beechings Way, Gillingham for
Children’s Brain Tumour Resecarch, Tickets £7.50 per
person, To book a table call 01634 815430 e-mail
ann.hopley( outlook.com or john.guy(sky.com)

September 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.30am,
Leisurely circular walk 5.3 miles / 8.5 km ends 1.30pm
park Wateringbury Station Car Park. ME18 SEA
(TQ691528) led by Tonbridge & Malling Ramblers
Contact: Mick, 07742728938

September 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
2.00pm, meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847
828249 Grays Tearoom. Brenchley Road. Brenchley.
GR 673418 TN12 7NX for a 4.5 mile Cream Tea Walk
which Must be booked in advance, No Dogs

September 10th - Open Day, Cats Protection Centre
Matts Hill Road ME9 7XA, 11.00am — 4.00pm.
Entertainment, Stalls, Kids corner, games, Inflatable
Castle, Raffles, Refreshments, BBQ, lce cream Iree
Parking nearby, Entrance 50p, details 01634 232471

September 11th — Monday Hub, 10.00am - 12.30pm, St
Paul's Church, Parkwood, MES 9PN, Board games,
Table Tennis, use of Laptop and much more, Free light
refreshments, phone Jill on 01634 230780

September 11th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm,
St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road. Chatham,
new members welcome, details 01634 230500

September [ 1th - Rainham Flower Club, St Matthews
Church Hall, Wigmore. MES ONX Demonstration by
Robin White “Surprise Surprise”™ 7.30pm, Details see
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring (11634 864572

September 11th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm Organist -
Chiho Sunamoto, details Brian Leonard 01634 234694

September 11th — Rainham Evening Bereavement
Friendship Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets
2nd Monday each month to help those in employment
who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat.
ring Juliec 01634 364309,

September 12th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Socicty,
7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way, MES

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
Extra TV / SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances x§ct

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS

For meﬂs&’ona’ Yoar Ig:\.sg:\-\.olfcmed by appointment.
Up Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance -
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

0BX Bluebells, Buttercups and Beasts - Don Wilkes,
Members £1, Non-members £1.50, New members and
visitors always welcome, For details ring 01634 852519
September 12th - Medway Antigue & Collectors’ Club,
8.00pm, St. George Hotel, New Road, Chatham.
‘Richard Champion and his Bristol Porcelain’, New
members welcome, for further information ring 01634
851512 or simply just turn up
September 13th - East Medway U3A, Rainham Mark
Social Club, 2.00pm, Neil Arnold - *Spooky Kent®
Guests welcome Cost £2. 07895 890635 for details
September 13th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Library Services -
Kate Clifford, for details Rhonda Peck 07951 629444
September [4th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Broadly
Speaking — Holidays Afloat, Wilf Lower, (see 7th Sept)
September 14th - Hempstead Leisure Club. Talk "Life in
Dickensian London” by Leslie Allman (see 7th Sent)
September 15th - HempstARA Whist afternoons, 1.30pm,
Scout hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead. Whist
players of all abilities are welcome, a partner is not
required, for details please call Eunice 01634 321664
September 15th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club,
Darland Avenue, Gillingham, 8.00pm, Simon Bates/
Harry Harris Quartet in a tribute to Dave Brubeck
featuring:- Simon Bates alto sax, Harry Harris piano,
Dominic Howes Bass and Pete Cater drums. Admission
£12, Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743
September 16th - Rainham South Councillors surgery at
3:16 cafe 10am - 12noon. No dppi)immul{ necessary.
September 16th- Line Dance Evening Hempstead Village
Hall (behind All Saints' Church in Hempstead Road).
7.30pm start. Tickets from Val Gorf, £10 each to
include supper of fish or sausage and chips. 01634
230214, or email valeriegorfia’blueyonder.co.uk.
September 16th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church hall, Balmoral Road, Gill, 7.30
10.00pm. New and experienced dancers welcome, with
or without partner, information ring 366189 or 388546.
September 17th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, [0am
meet Mo Fleisig 07976 600393 Bishopsbourne, The
Street, Mermaid Inn GR 188526 CT4 5HX Park in road
6 mile walk. Some stiles. Dogs Allowed
September 17th - WOW A "Charity Auction" St Mary
Magdalene Church, Gillingham, 2.00 — 5.00pm,
Refreshments, Free entry, Details 01634 932135

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
ot Dutshndinq natural beauty, boarding is
Jfor cats un\(

A completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. AB accredited care

Contact: Hichols
Telephone: 01634 235032
L nail: info@whiskersiodge, comg

Borders - Prunin
& Web: www, whiskersiodge. cormg




]’ | A | D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
2 ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
L. 1 s

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, . T:ioun ?
Kent MER TEG .
Tel: 01634 375222 * Bonikecping
Fax: 01634 371318 ¥ Loyl

E Mail: adminf@jadaccountants.co.uk : "\"‘I'l_ e |
www. jadaccountants.co.uk +  Associated Services

Boiler - tech

HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877
boilertechservices@btinternet.com sﬁfe

AN work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts ——

Salter-Mclean & Co

Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer
to all types of business as well as a

efficient and personal service
we with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES 7RU

www.salter-mclean.co.uk

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000

www.artdecoratingservices.com

QCR CAR REPAIRS

~ Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 8BJ (Just off Station Rd)

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 Visa

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NQ JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG

CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
ENSIONS
AT RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LWL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows
telephone 01634 840 999

~ www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis
<. BOOKings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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MEDWAY ASTHMA SELF HELP (MASH)
Self-Management Workshops
Thursday 7th September, 10.00 — 11.00am or
Wednesday 27th September, 6.00 — 7.00pm
Medway Asthma Centre 131 Watling Street
MASH works closely with health professionals to
enable people to be in control of their asthma, rather
than let asthma symptoms disrupt daily activities. Do
you have an asthma action plan agreed with your GP
or asthma nurse, or would you like to know more
about how they work? Come and find out in an
interactive session. For more information or to
reserve a place contact us by visiting our website at
www.medwayasthmaselthelp.co.uk
01634 855844 or email
medwayasthmaselthelp@btconnect.com.

WELCOME TO WATTS ALMSHOUSES

Maidstone Road, Rochester
Heritage Open Weekend
Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th September
10.00am — 4.00pm Free Entry
The residents, staff and trustees of Watts
Almshouses look forward to welcoming you.
www.richardwatts.org.uk

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS
St Mary's Church, Newington
Sat & Sun, 9th-10th September, 2pm-5pm
It's a free event organised annually as part of the
national Heritage Open Days by Newington History
Group. Afternoon teas will be available.
{wnewingtonhg

QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 9th September, 7.30pm start
Twydall Community Centre Beechings Way
for Children’s Brain Tumour Research
Tickets £7.50 per person, Teams of 6
(includes light supper of Sausage & Chips or veggie
opllon) Bring your own drink and nibbles
Free parking. To Book a Table Call:
John or Ann on 01634 815430
e-mail ann.hopley(@outlook.com
or john.guy(@sky.com
MACMILLAN CANCER COFFEE MORNING
Friday 29th September
The Scout Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead.
With a Bring & Buy Sale 10.30am - 12.30pm
to be held by Hempstara.

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

EAST MEDWAY U3A
Rainham Mark Social Club
56 London Road, MES 6YX.
Wednesday September 13th, 2.00pm
Neil Arnold
‘Spooky Kent”
Guests welcome Cost £2.
Phone 07895 890635 for further details
JAZZ GIG
Anchorians Rugby Club,
Darland Avenue, Gillingham
Friday 15th September, 8.00pm
Simon Bates/ Harry Harris Quartet in a tribute to
Dave Brubeck, Admission £12
Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743
Following a sell-out evening at the old RAFA club a

few years ago, Simon and Harry return with a tribute

to one of the popular figures in jazz, Dave Brubeck.
Their blend of sax and piano produce a perfect
match to the original quartet
LINE DANCE EVENING
Hempstead Village Hall
Behind All Saints' Church, Hempstead Road
Saturday 16th September, 7.30pm start
Tickets from Val Gorf, £10 each to include supper
of fish or sausage and chips.
Contact Val on 01634 230214, or
email valeriegorf@blueyonder.co.uk.
MEDWAY GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
Sce the world and meet new friends
Friday 22nd September, 7.30 — 9.00pm
Alan Mills - Beating the bounds
mapping property rights in Africa
Holy Trinity Church,
Twydall Lane, Gillingham MES 6 TN
Plenty of parking available
Everyone Welcome
Students and Children Free
Come along on the evening or contact
Lorna Bailey 01634 572139
WIGMORE VOICES
present 'A World of Music'
an evening of musical entertainment
Saturday 23rd September, 8.00pm
St Matthews Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore.
Tickets £7, available from Sue on 01634 370639

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, MEB OPX
Telephone: 01634 379762
Email: mail@masteralarms.com
www.masteralarms.com

Fair Trader




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES

It was on a hot, sunny, August day, one or two years
ago, that | visited Yalding, which is a village to the
south of Maidstone. Readers may remember seeing
television pictures of young people paddling canoes
down the village’s flooded High Street, in December
2013, when the River Medway overflowed its banks.
A flood plain, called The Lees, which is comprised of
just a few fields, is all that separates Yalding from the
Medway. The village sits on the River Beult, a
tributary of the latter, and I commenced my visit at the
mediaeval, ragstone Town Bridge which spans the
Beult. The river was quite benign, little rain having
fallen recently. It was lined with clumps of purple
loosestrife, a classic riverside plant with its tall spikes
of magenta flowers. A water hen spotted me and
scuttled for cover. It was only when it flew up from
the edge of the river to catch a fly. that I noticed the
sulphur-yellow underparts of a male grey wagtail. It
had presumably had its nest in a hole in the stonework
of the bridge. Overlooking the old bridge and the
Beult is the tower, topped by a distinctive onion-
shaped dome, of the 13th century parish church of St
Peter and St Paul. In the churchyard are ancient yews
and hundreds of old gravestones, covered in lichens
and marking the resting places of wealthy residents of
Yalding in the 18th and 19th centuries. In the
neighbourhood of the church are some elegant
Georgian houses and a group of five oast houses. The
oasts are a reminder that, in Victorian times, Yalding
produced more hops than any other parish in England.
It was also famed for its cherry orchards. Today, there
are no hop fields, but cherries, among other fruits, and
vegetables are grown in polytunnels on the slopes of
the greensand ridge below which the village sits. The
slopes face south and the sunshine. | left the village
and walked along a public footpath across The Lees.
The latter consists of common land, is bisected by
drainage ditches. is dotted with oak trees and is mown
for hay. In the ditches, among other plants, grows
meadowsweet with its dense clusters of creamy,
fragrant flowers. The oak trees were probably planted
in the 18th century with the intention of them being

used, in due course, to provide timber for the Royal
Navy, downstream at Chatham. In the unimproved
grassland of The Lees, I came across bird’s foot
trefoil, lesser knapweed. lady’s bedstraw and other
flowers, which were attracting many bees and
butterflies. The lady’s bedstraw has bright yellow
flowers in leafy clusters which, when dried, give off
the scent of newly mown hay and were once added to
straw mattresses. A kestrel was hovering above the
long grass in a search for voles. At the western edge of
the common, alongside the Medway. is a line of old
crack willow trees. The trunk of this species of willow
grows fast, but is apt to split open under its own
weight.

In due course | came to the mediaeval, ragstone
Twytord Bridge, which crosses the Medway. It has
large angular buttresses, which also act as cutwaters,
and which are carried up to well above road level. in
order to form much needed pedestrian refuges. The
stretch of river near to the mediaeval bridge attracts
day visitors who arrive by car or train. Anglers can
purchase day tickets from the Environment Agency
and coarse fish such as perch, chub and roach can be
caught. On hot days, children paddle or fish for
minnows, with their nets, in shallow water. In years
past, during August school holidays, youths swam in
the deep waters of the river immediately below the
bridge and there was a seaside atmosphere about the
place. Swimming is now prohibited. There are two
ecating places near the river, the 16th century Old
Anchor Inn and Teapot Island which has its origins as
a tin shack in the 1950s selling tea and bait to anglers.
It is now a bistro café and takes its name from the
museum on the premises containing over 8,200
teapots. There is a photo on the calé’s website
showing an unsmiling Prince Charles being shown a
teapot in the form of his mother’s head and crown,
seemingly based on the image of Her Majesty on
postage stamps. The café’s cream teas are very
popular and there was a long queue to order them. I
decided to take a walk along the river bank. The
flowers that [ noticed on the banks of the Medway
included flowering rush, purple loosestrife, fleabane,
Himalayan balsam and great willow herb. The latter
herb has the common name of “codlins and cream™

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

124 Hour Service (Mo call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
[Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
[Rainham Based

ree Lock Surveys and Estimates
[0.A.P. Discounts

[So call today for a great deal, peace of]
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves|
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Boarding
Cattery

Located in an area of
outstanding natural
beauty -

45 afy
l_{lJ - ]
Owner FAB trained I DHU =
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment cnly please.
www._catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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because its petals are rosy (like codlins or cooking
apples). with a trace of creamy whiteness. | saw both
white and yellow water lilies, above which hovered
dragon flies, including the beautiful banded
demoiselle, and bright blue damselflies. Hawking for
[Ties in the air above, were house martins. I did not
spot where they were nesting, but their choice of
closeness to the Medway was a good one: there would
have been lots of mud about for the building or
repairing of their nests on their arrival from Africa in
the spring. The day was hot and I was dying for a cup
of tea. The café’s menu of scones baked on the
premises daily, real Cornish clotted cream, home
made jam and a pot of tea was very tempting. [ would
simply have to wait patiently in the queue. It occurred
to me that the place merits an alternative name of
Honey Pot Island.

Joe Ennis

MEMORIES OF ‘THE RAILWAY’ PUB

“The Railway’ pub in Station Road closed several
years ago but it thrived during the early 1970s. Very
lively and always crowded with a mixed clientele, the
landlord Bob and his wife Doris made it a friendly and
enjoyable place for customers to socialise.

A wide range of Rainham characters gathered in *The
Railway” on Friday and Saturday evenings. In the
saloon bar Dartford football manager Ernic Morgan
became a regular. He owned a window cleaning
business in Rainham for many years. He also took
Dartford to the Southern League championship and an
FA Trophy cup final appearance at Wembley. Later he
became involved in local youth football.

Billy Hales who worked in W I Hales butcher’s shop
in Station Road usually sat at the bar with his Maltese
wife Ida. Other regulars included Ernie Nicholls who
owned a well-known haulage company and lived at
the bottom of Station Road and local footballer Peter
Foster with his blond haired girlfriend Janet Smith
whose father owned a confectionary shop in Station
Road. Pensioner Sid Clout from Webster Road usually
sat alone in a corner with his pint while a former bus
conductor named Ralph who loved cricket mingled
with customers.

Rainham cricketers who socialised in the saloon bar
included George Phillips from Scott Avenue, Denis
Chambers from Pump Lane, Peter and Alan Heath
from Childscroft Road, Bill Balderston from

Berengrave Lane and Terry Glazier from Maidstone
Road. Former Rainham cricketer Roger Varley and a
well-spoken man named Max whose real name was
Maxwell from Holmoaks mixed with them. The pub
became so popular with the Rainham cricketers that it
served as the club headquarters for a short period
during the mid-1970s.
The saloon bar also became a popular meeting place
for well-known Gillingham footballers with David
Peach and Alan Wilks being regulars at one time. Dick
Tydeman, Steve Bruce and Tony Cascarino also
socialised there. In 1976 David Peach, who had played
in the FA Cup Final for Southampton against
Manchester United, turned up in the saloon bar on the
same evening with his FA Cup medal hanging around
his neck to socialise with his old friends which caused
4 sensation.
The famous *Keg Boys” which included Stan Peace,
Neville Huggins and Colin McGregor usually drank in
the public bar. Others included well-known local
footballers Billy Huggins and Maurice Mills and train
driver Ron Ward who regularly drank there after his
shift finished.
Bob and Doris served behind the bar and they were
assisted a small lady named Toni who worked there
for many years and by Phil Austin from Station Road.
He worked alongside a lady named Linda who
Rainham cricketer Alan Heath later married.
Evening entertainment only included recorded music
while periodic social functions took place. On Boxing
Day each year the saloon bar played an annual football
match against the public bar on Rainham Recreation
Ground. Crates of {ree beer were provided at the end
of the match. A day trip was usually arranged to Royal
Ascot in mid-summer when everyone journeyed from
the pub to the racecourse on a coach organised by Bob
the landlord.
‘The Railway’ is soon to be replaced by
Wetherspoon’s but during the 1970s it had a
reputation as one of the most popular pubs in the area.
David Wood.
FREE FILMS AT ST. MARY"S!
St. Mary Magdalene Church, Gillingham Green
Do join us for a showing of’
“Pride and Prejudice”
Thursday 28th September, 2.00pm
Free entry and refreshments; no need to book.
Enquiries: 01634 324783

* TREE MANAGEMENT
* CHIPPING

e - LINDSA

» MULCH

+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER s,

For all your Plumbing Services Jp,
HELP is on its way
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
e o POWER FLUSHING
—= LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210

Reg No.
6829




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey PFA

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.

For further details contact Theresa on:

Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www theresaelsey.co.uk

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses
Beginners September 26
Improvers September 28
Continuing in 2018
Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

PROBLEM SOLVING

CARPENTRY - » DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

DECORATING =

GARDEN MAINTENANCE + FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR [y Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
B
Renovations Ltc

01634 389675
07721 365 630

www.hprenovations.co.uk  J°: Trad

53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair _gr

BB Property Services
Painting & Decorating, Plumbing,
Carpentry, Plastering and Tiling
Call Barry Baker on

07849 418 868

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250 Eife

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CALLAWAY HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Improving Homes for Over 25 years
Kitchen Installation
Bathroom Installation
Carpentry, Floor, Electrics, Plastering
Painting & Decorating
For your Free estimate

Call - 07970 678885 / 07791311251

PR Improvements
Home improvements
Electrical and all other jobs considered:
Plumbing, decorating etc. Reliable and trustworthy

Peter Ribbens
MOBILE: 07584 652017

¢ Neat Feet U
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01634 322591

Diary 2017

September 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 11.5 miles / 18.5 km, 4.15pm
Meet in Camer Park Public Car Park (Café and Toilets)
DA13 0XT, TQ649669 Bring picnic lunch contact
Simon/Mandy, simonellwood{@hotmail.com

September 18th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood, 7.30pm, Speaker Andy
Garland - The Medium of Radio and Behind the scenes
at the BBC, All welcome, 01634 360797 or just come.

September 18th - Wigmore WI Meet every 3rd Monday
in the month 7.30 - 9.30pm, St Matthew's Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, interested ring Chris Ellson
01634 372976 or Barbara Strachan 01634 26861 1

September 19th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45pm £3.50.
Gambia: Crocodile birds and the Smiling Coast — Chris
Ward, Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

September 19th - GHS Floral Art Group, “Autumn
Glory™ — foliage only arrangement, (see 5th Sept).

September 20th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, Wigmore 2.00 — 4.00pm. new members
welcome to a cheerful group, just come 01634 388912

September 20th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Hall,
7.30pm, Annual General Meeting, Alan Wainwright
*Allotment Growing Pains’. Potato Show, Bring and
Buy Produce Stall, New members always welcome,
ring 07791 781 910 for details

September 21st - Rainham Women's Institute 1.45 - 4pm
Birthday Celebration & Cookery Demonstration,
Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Centre,Rainham
Visitors welcome (small charge). Details 01634 366276

September 21st - Wigmore Thursday Club, A talk by
Tony Mitchell, (see 7th Sept).

September 21st - Hempstead Leisure Club, whist, board
games tea and chat (see 7th Sept)

September 22nd - Medway Geographical Society, 7.30pm
Alan Mills - Beating the bounds - mapping property
rights in Africa, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane,
MES 6TN, all welcome, just come or 01634 572139

September 22nd - Quiz Night, Medway Neighbourhood
Watch Association United Services Club, High Street,
Rainham, ME8 8AY 7.30pm. £5 pp. Bring own nibbles,
drinks only from bar, teams of 6 (8 max) Ring (11634
792131 or secretarymnhwa@outlook.com to book

COMPUTERS
REPAIRED
IN YOUR HOME

Virus/Malware removal
PC repairs and Upgrades
Speed up your PC!

Stuart
Over 22 years' experience &
01634 328328
07870 641823 N J

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

September 22nd - Organ Recital Series, 7.30pm, St
Thomas RC Church Rainham, John Wilkins (St
Thomas'), Admission £10 donation to the organ fund,
unwaged and under 25's free. Tea and coffee after.

September 23rd & 24th — Open Day, 10.00am —4.00pm.
Prince Arthur Indoor Bowls Club (opp RE Museum).
Tuition and bowls available, ring 01634 281243 or see
paribe.co.uk BOCCIA for the disabled most Saturdays
10.30am — 1.00pm

September 23rd - RiverVoice Community Choir Open
Rehearsal. 10.00am — 12noon St Luke’s Methodist
Church, City Way, Rochester. All welcome contact
07815 207153 nikkipease hotmail.com

September 23rd - Wigmore Voices present 'A World of
Music' an evening of musical entertainment, 8.00pm, St
Matthews Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Tickets
£7, available from Sue on 01634 370639

September 23rd - Murder Amongst The Roses, 7.30pm, A
Murder Mystery to be performed by Alternate
Shadows, Newington Village Hall ME9 711 Tickets £6
pp in Advance, BYO Drinks and Nibbles, proceeds for
Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance, contact: Mike
01634 360906 email mikewl6@blueyonder.co.uk

September 23rd - September Serenade, 6.00 — 8.30pm,
The Street, Hartlip, Sittingbourne ME9 7TL, Music
from stage, screen and opera, wine and nibbles included
£10, £8 concessions. Children free, 01795 842735

September 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 5.5 miles /8.9 km finish 1pm,
Meet Black Horse Pub, Tumblefield Rd, Stansted,
TNI5 7PR TQ606621 Pub lunches at end — may need
to book. Contact: Heather, 07887 750881

September 24th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Patricia Daniels 07960 295164 (Text
Only) Appledore. The Street, Village Hall Carpark. GR
955296 TN26 2AF Toilets nearby for 6.5 mile flat but
undulating walk, A few stiles, No Dogs

September 25th — Monday Hub, (see 11th Sept).

September 25th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 11th Sept).

September 27th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Birthday Social, for
details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

September 27th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, Quiz
and potato weigh in, 7.15pm Refreshments, £2
Members, £3 Non Members, Further Information
Sandie 01634 855205

@ CERFACE

FOR TILES
WE'VE GOT IT!

E

Showroom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 5XR|
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.
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o Cliff’'s Mobile Foot Care
Foot Health Professional
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home
All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.
For all enquires please call or text on,
(01634) 316023 or 07876801830 |

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPCINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

Kent
=k

TRADING Your Local Reliable Contractor
o James Zammit Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

]
o 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MEB 8NS
oo {4 Domestic Installer

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd  egigner LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality
Kitchens

‘TF‘!UEST
| & MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
[ Bathrooms

Tel/lFax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Linwood

Home Electronics
Est. 1982

Website: www.linwoodhe.com
Telephone: 01634 230261
Mobile: 079 0550 7338

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlitts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

Crevnted

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO._Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham_ MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
husiness Taw including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation - from £100.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

[For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made fo measure,
Mowing weekly—fartnightly.
(Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service
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Diary 2017

September 28th - Rainham Friendship Group, St
Margaret’s Millennium Centre, 1.45pm - 3.30pm, all
welcome, hosted by Hands, £2 per session. Ring 01634
577984 for more information.

September 28th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Audio/Vision
presentation by Colin Coe (see 7th Sept)

September 28th - Free films at St. Mary Magdalene
Church, Gillingham Green, 2.00pm “Pride and
Prejudice”, free entry and refreshments: no need to
book. Enquiries 01634 324783

September 28th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Social
Meeting, (see 7th Sept).

September 28th - Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, Rainham, All welcome, more details from
Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

September 29th - Macmillan Cancer Coffee Morning,
Scout Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead. Bring &
Buy Sale 10.30am - 12.30pm held by Hempstara.

September 30th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (16th Sept).

Qctober 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am
moderate circular walk 9 miles / 14.5 km finish 3.00pm
Park in Woodland Trust free car park Church Road on
Hucking Estate. Not Hook & Hatchet PH Picnic lunch
Pub near end. 01634 360270, chris.strachan@ live.com

October Ist - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet David Brown 07815 106791 Cranbrook. Jockey
Lane Carpark GR 776362 TN17 3JT for 7 ¥; mile
Circular walk Cranbrook to Sissinghurst Castle, flat,
may be muddy if wet. 3 Stiles. 6 Steps. Dogs Allowed

October 1st & 15th - Gillingham Lions Club Harvest Tea,
3.30 - 6.00pm, Millennium Centre. For an
invitation .ring or write to Mrs Brenda Woodrow, Flat 1
Macklands House, Station Road, Rainham, MES TQX,
01634 379064, or 01634 373840,

October 3rd - GHS Floral Art Group, “Witches Brew” —
an exhibit incorporating a pumpkin, (see 5th Sept).

October 3rd - Rainham Horticultural Soe, Transforming
Your Front Garden - Alison Marsden, (sce 5th Sept).

October 5th - Wigmore Thursday Club, The History of
Buttons, Rupert Matthews, (sce 7th Sept).

October Sth - Hempstead Leisure Club, whist board
games, tea and chat (sce Tth Sept)

October 6th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am. Join
us for a cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

October 7th - Brain Tumour Charity Quiz, 7.15 - 10pm,
Twydall Church Hall, Twydall Lane, Gillingham Ralfle
- Bring Your Own Food and Drink, Tea/Coffee and
Biscuit available. Free Parking on Twydall Green,
Please Contact Olwen 01634 263622

October 7th - RAMASES Dylan Bickerstafte - Great
expeditions to God's Land and Punt, Newington
Village Hall, 2.30pm, £8 in advance, £9 on the day.
annette.crowderbS(gmail.com or 07476 636803,

October 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am
moderate circular walk 8.5 miles/13.7 km finish 2.45pm
Meet at Linton Church Car Park (Free) Linton Hill
ME17 4AW, TQ754501 Some hills. Bring picnic lunch
Pub at end. John Watts, FLAME451(@hotmail.co.uk

October §th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941 965272
Aylesford Bridge Carpark (Free) 732588 ME20 7AU
for a 5 ¥ mile walk along the new river pathway from
Aylesford to Allington, 1 Stile. 4 Steps. No Dogs

October 9th — Monday Hub, (see 1 1th Sept).

October 9th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 11th Sept).

October 9th - Rainham Flower Club, Imposed Design &
Exhibition (see 11th Sept).

October 9th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 1 1th Sept).

October 9th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Organist - Dirkjan Ranzijn, (see 11th Sept).

October 10th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, In-
House Evening Autumn Show, (see 12th Sept).

October 11th - East Medway U3A, Jack Deans - Finger
prints and murder (part IT) (see 13th Sept).

October 11th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Recyeling - Tom Moore, (see 27th Sept).

Qctober 12th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Women
Wartime Workers in Munitions Industry, Ann Kniel,

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants

Self Assessment « Limited Companies
Trusts » Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios

Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

BUILDING
e AINTENANCE|
™ (07931 864346
Exterior

Painting & Decorating
All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

PICK YOUR OWN APPLES IN
Rainham Community Orchard, Lower
Rainham Road. Late Sept & Oct. Dates
to be confirmed. See Face Book

@ Rainham Community Orchard or
orchard page on www.thenet.uk.net
RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505,
LOSE WEIGHT WITH Cambridge
Weight Plan. I-1 private appointments
Contact Lizzie on 07888 840 324

or lizzie.cwpigmail.com for a free no
obligation consultation

STORAGE SOLUTIONS
Shelving — Cupboards — Wardrobes
Custom made. Free quotes. Fair Prices
Malcolm 07917 364832
malcolmbeni@hotmail.co.uk

PURELY HOLISTIC MASSAGE
by Nick. Relieve aching muscles and
aid relaxation, ITEC level 3 qualified.
07701 007866.

S W GARDENING SERVICES.
All year round gardener - grass cutting,
hedge trimming, pruning, digging,
general garden maintenance. Please
call 07432 (020557,

STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed. patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 011634 360359 or 07982 625641

GARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477.

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures 01634
613871 /07736 278509

IAN TAYLOR PLASTERING

Over 30 years experience. in all
aspects. Friendly & reliable.

07961 189 305 or 01634 221423
GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean. oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Learn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility &
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www.freed-om.co.uk

WJ Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare@outlook.com.

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
Mo call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 7870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member, 01634 365453
NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 /0796 3842 503
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages [olls, sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749

Mob (7812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods

£70/m* (=250 logs), Yom® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

Mo fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance

01634 613871 or 07708 508 193
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes, New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

COMPUTER HELFP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.
Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 816093,
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Adttractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 1am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and
youth work please see our website
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
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HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions, Call Phil on
(1634 234573 mob 07971569111,
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
aceess and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077,

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Davey the
Butcher, 189 Station Road: Berengrave
Service Station or from the orchard
10-12 am Tues & Thurs. For more
information see the orchard page on
www.thenet.uk.net

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley On 01634 231341 or
mobile 07957 884 335,

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM
by Barbara Mackay Miller and
Rosemary Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old
photos, maps ctc with extended
captions. Available in Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham.

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare
= Member of Gas Safety Register
= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports
= Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
= 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS

Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

:Wmdow Fix Direct|

Do you have windows

01634 789025 /07950 761 061

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

« Local Family Business
« Personal service in the
comfort of your home
- Free demonstrations

« After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Steves Mini Skips

& Clearance
Small skips at small prices
Quick and reliable service

2,3 & 4 yard Skips
NON-HAZARDOUS ITEMS ONLY
Also available a 3.5 ton caged Mini Tipper

Ring: 07999 872169

Fully Registered & Insured

Gefion Dog Training Club

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MEB 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters,

@@ Fair Trader
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS

We also stock local history books
MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
. Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est 1971
Plumbing & /54
Heating Chris Halletr

REPAIRS, GUTTERING. VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

Fortee csimates eepnone: 016 34 375069

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

01634 370697 0771 1 362393 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”
h NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
HOGWOOD. Electrical Kitchen design and fitting
Exh’akllgthls‘ Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors _i.:_.:
: 22%6 = s i Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. o
&uful i rgﬁirress — Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

A FREE NO
:; i_'ll:URTAlN & BLEIE%?;JI‘U%CTURERS LTD OELIGATION
: QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains » Tracks

All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings

call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham ME8 6PG

M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W: www crystalcurtans co.uk

it Plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822
Fair Trader 100 07897 498189 “&¢

Free Surveys & Quotes

5 S
e,

® 24 hour Personal Service
e Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
e Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW

O
* Private Chapels of Rest _

* Horse Drawn Hearse available
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