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Berengrave Lane (above) in the early 1900s near the
entrances to Cozenton Farm and Berengrave House.
Further down the Lane below the railway line was a chalk
quarry serving cement works by the river via a tramway
under the Lower Rainham Road (left). This was abandoned
in the 1930s when the industry closed. About fifty years
ago the process of converting the quarry to a Nature
. Reserve began and it is now a haven for wildlife with
R archaeological remains indicating its origins. See pages 3
and 8 for more about Berengrave Nature Reserve.
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Editorial

Congratulations to the volunteers at Rainham
Community Apple Orchard who have recently donated
a further £2000 to Kent Wildlife Trust. This latest
contribution is from the sale of apple juice which was
processed last autumn from the surplus crop of Cox
and Russet apples in the 2016 harvest. Russet juice is
still available, at £3 a bottle, from Berengrave Service
Station, Davey the Butcher and Sunburst Books in
Station Road or The Net office at Saracen Close but it
is expected to sell out before the next batch is
produced. Rainham Community Orchard is situated on
Lower Rainham Road at its junction with Lower
Bloors Lane by the kind permission of the landowner
Jimmy Zammit. Since July 2014 many man hours
have been spent by volunteers initially simply clearing
years of overgrowth so that the trees became
accessible. Once this was partially achieved and the
first rather sparse crop gathered the gigantic task of
pruning 5000 trees began. This is an annual event
through the winter months and more help will be very
welcome in a few months time. At the moment
pleasant summer days can be spent in a micro
environment keeping the enthusiastically growing
grass and wildflowers in check. The orchard is
managed organically to produce a good crop of apples
but also as a small 5 acre area where native flora and
fauna coexists to their mutual benefit and for the
enjoyment of us all. No pesticides or sprays are used
so birds, butterflies, insects, badgers, foxes and rabbits
are all welcome. A good place to spend time
unwinding and relaxing from the stresses of everyday
life. Experts at Kent Wildlife Trust have advised on
the best ways to encourage diverse species of native
wildlife whilst still maintaining a workable orchard. In
this age of profit driven intensive agriculture, which is
the only way our fruit can compete commercially with
cheaper foreign imports, we have become used to the
sterile rows of dwarf cordon trees. Still very pretty
with spring blossom and certainly extremely
productive they are more like factories for growing
fruit than the orchards of yesteryear. So thankyou to
the volunteers who spend time each week maintaining
the Community Orchard. They will be very pleased to
welcome you 10.00am - 12noon any Tuesday or
Thursday to see what they do and maybe join them
and enjoy the sound of birdsong and the sight of
butterflies and the occasional hedgehog. See
www.thenet.uk.net for more information.

What a glorious few weeks we have experienced
recently, lovely warm sunny days and just enough of
the wet stuff to replenish supplies and give the plants a
good drink. Probably tempting fate to hope it will
continue but over half term would be good especially
for those of us at Guide Camp! Whatever you are
doing do enjoy this wonderful time of year and we
will be with you again in July.

Correspondence

WIGMORE GARDENS WEEKEND

Dear Editor,

I would like to invite your readers to the 10th biennial
Wigmore Gardens Weekend on the 17th & 18th June
2017. Over twelve gardens will be open during the
two days for people to enjoy. Plants and other items
will be available for sale, together with lunches, cakes
and refreshments.

Admission into each garden on the day is £1 or by a
programme allowing entry into all gardens over both
days for just £6. Details of the gardens will be posted
on www.stmattswigmore.org.uk and on St Matthew’s
Church notice board in Drewery Drive. Programmes
can be purchased at any garden on the day or in
advance from 01634 387328 or paul@bellerby.me.

Kind regards
Paul Bellerby, Gardens Co-ordinator.

CHRISTMAS CHARITY BAZAAR
Dear Editor
I'am organising a Grand Christmas Bazaar at St.
Matthew's Community Hall in Wigmore on the
morning of Sat. [ Ith November, 10.30am - 12.30pm.
Many well known charities and organisations will
have tables, as well as local craftspeople. Many
previous stallholders have already re-booked, but we
may still have a couple of tables to hire, please contact
me asap at lindalisgarten@hotmail.co.uk or phone
01634 377267 if you are interested (preference will be
given to charities and previous stallholders).

Very best wishes,

Linda Lisgarten

KINGFISHER SINGERS CONCERT 13 May 2017
Dear Editor

Thanks to everyone who attended, donated money
and raffle prizes. This includes the man who came into
the church during the second half, put money on the
table and disappeared too quickly for me to thank.

We raised £448 net which is a marvellous amount and
all due to the Singers giving their time and to you, the
audience, who turn out no matter what the weather to
enjoy listening. Thanks also to Kate and Tony of St
Margaret's who are so helpful.

With no programme from me we did not know what
to expect and the varied mix of all types of music and
the humour of the monologues created such a happy
atmosphere,

Thanks again
Geraldine Tomlin

LOST CONTACT
Dear Editor
I am seeking information and contact details for Betty
(nee Crossfield) who was born in the Newcastle area.
Betty married Dr John Andrews who was doing his
National Service as a doctor in Malaya but at one time
they lived in the Medway Towns where John Andrews
had a practice at a surgery either at 62, Second Ave,
Gillingham or 5. Northfield Road. My aunt Jean
Marshall (nee Gray) wife of David Marshall of
Singapore met Betty in Malaya (probably in the
1960s) and is anxious to contribute to a book that is
being written. I would be very grateful for any
information about Betty, either past or present. [f you
can help do please get in touch.

Yours sincerely

Hilary Taylor

01634 372942

BERENGRAVE LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
Dear Editor

The Nature Notes in this edition of Action Forum are
about the above reserve, which is in an abandoned
chalk pit. The pit, in which there are the remains of
two wash mills, is a relic of Rainham’s industrial
history. Your readers may therefore like to read this
short history of the pit. It was opened in 1901 by the
Essex owners of the largest fleet of Thames sailing
barges on both the Thames and Medway estuaries and,
for the next twelve years, chalk was dug by means of
pick, shovel and crowbar and loaded into side tipping
trucks. The latter were pulled by cart horse, along a
narrow gauge railway which went under the Lower
Rainham Road, by means of a bridge. to a nearby quay
on the Medway. Here sailing barges took the chalk to
various cement works in the area. In 1913 the owners
of the pit opened a modern cement works at the
bottom of Motney Hill Road. To increase production,
explosives were used to break up the chalk face.
Workmen no longer had to work dangling by a rope
and bringing down the chalk with a crowbar.
However, the chalk still had to be loaded by hand or
shovel. The chalk was taken by narrow gauge steam
locomotive to a building in the pit in which were a
series of machines, including the two wash mills
mentioned above, all driven by a stationary steam
engine. Here the chalk was turned into a slurry which
was pumped through two large diameter pipes, under
the Lower Rainham Road and to the cements works.

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced

Family run independent company Smmmeees
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881007973 860369

www.salmonwindows.co.uk

By 1923 the cement works had been doubled in
capacity and the chalk was taken directly to the works
in tippler trucks hauled by a steam locomotive. The
wash mill and the rest of the machinery in the pit were
shut down. In 1931 the cement works were deemed to
be uneconomic and were closed. Subsequently part of
the works and the chalk face reopened for the
production of cement clinker (unrefined cement) but
closed down for good in the late 1930s or early 1940s.
There is a very interesting and exquisite model of the
probable layout of the machinery in the chalk pit
which has made by Mr Fraser Miller and which is on
display in Rainham Library.

Yours Sincerely,

Joe Ennis

RAINHAM LADIES FOOTBALL
Dear Editor,

It is not unusual today for women to play football. In
the past it was played by them until apparently the
professional Football Association decided it a sport
not feminine enough so eventually the ladies clubs
declined and disappeared.

My cousin Katherine (Doodles) Major, daughter of
my aunt and uncle Emma and Sidney Major who lived
in Station Road in the 1930s, played for Rainham
Ladies Football Team. She was their goalkeeper. Later
she married into football, marrying Ken Dartnell of
Rainham F.C. I have fond memories of Kath because
she was often at family weddings entertaining us by
playing her accordion, but I have no idea why in the
family she was nicknamed ‘Doodles’. Perhaps
someone has a photo of these illustrious ladies who
played the *beautiful game’, I would love to see one.

Yours sincerely

Alan Major

41 Heaton Road
Canterbury CT1 3PY

01227 459246.
@ Berengrave Service Station 2R NERR,
FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS
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Diary 2017

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: June 20th 2017

.June 3rd - Lower Halstow 6th Annual Novelty Dog
Show, Village Hall. Registration 10.00am, Judging
starts, 11.00am, Entry £2 per dog per class.

June 4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet John Trebill 01634 244045 Snodland Station car
park, Fee £1 GR 707619 for 6.5 mile walk. No Dogs

June 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 7.5 miles / 12.1 km finish 2.15pm. Len,
01634 319391, lenbeadle@blueyonder.co.uk

June 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Faversham 18 Miles
Ramble, 10.00am, Strenuous circular walk 18 miles /
29 km finish 7.45pm Park & Meet in the car park of
Faversham Railway Station. Contact: Geoff,
geoff.rambler@me.com

June 4th - Volunteer Conservation Day, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Get involved by
helping with practical tasks. Meet at the volunteer block
near the orchard car park, for details ring 01634 338191

June 5th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 01634 230500

June 5th - Medway Towns Bridge Club, Sociable
duplicate Bridge every Mon, Tues and Fri, 7.30pm St.
Luke's Methodist Church Hall, City Way, Rochester
MEI 2BQ. Table money £3.50 guests, £2.50 members
(£10 to join). We can usually find a partner for you on a
Monday, details 01634 375706, 840094 or visit
www.bridgewebs.com/medwaytowns

June 6th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed

Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
Workshop 2 — Basic shape — Hogarth Curve (on
candlestick/bottle), New members welcome, first visit
free, no experience needed, for details contact Kaye
Buss 01634 232998 or email kayebuss(@btinternet.com

June 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Growing Dahlias - Darren Everest, Rainham Cricket
Club, Berengrave Lane, Rainham. New members
welcome, ring 366276 for details.

June 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 8 miles / 12.9 km finish 2.30pm Meet
outside church in St Nicholas-at-Wade. Park
considerately in Shuart Lane next to church or other
nearby roads. CT7 ONG, TR264667 No stiles, hills or
mud. Bring snacks for breaks - two pubs near start/
finish point. Contact: Graham, 07989 753278,
graham.jenkinson(@blueyonder.co.uk

June 8th - Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, My Friend Fred and “You
did What! Ley Liberson, for over 50s 01634 234712

June 8th - Hempstead Leisure Club, speaker, Village Hall
behind All Saints Church 2.00 - 4.00pm. New members
always welcome, phone 07583 343782

June 9th - UpARA Upchurch Active Retirement Ass,
Monthly Meeting, Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members
Free, Guests £2, For details email Chairman David
Powell davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

June 9th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History Society,
Byron Primary School ME7 5XX, 7.15pm, Members
Evening, The North Kent Marshes DVD, Visitors
welcome (charge) details Val Barrand 07947 583327
email lupusrufus@sky.com or see www.grlhs.org

June 10th - Rainham Historical Society Chartwell
Excursion, Sir Winston Churchill’s home for 40 years,
house, gardens, café and shop. Pick-up: Lukehurst/High
Street, Rainham 9.00am & Barnsole Road at 9.15am,
Cost £29 (£17 NT Members) contact Val Ware 01634
366276 for tickets and more information

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wcrir Marip
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on
07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gillard ®

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas safety checks
Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and
mstallation ol gas central
heating, boilers, lires, gas and
clectric cookers.,

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enqguiries@a1-roofing-services.co.uk
www.al-roofing-services.co.uk
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June 10th - Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, Rainham, 9.00am — 12.30pm, Free entry, Stalls
are £10 each contact cjdcraftmarkets@yahoo.com or
ring (07779 366054 for more details

June 10th - Summer Fair, St Paul’s Church, Parkwood,
Rainham, 1.00 — 4.00pm, Fun for all the family

June 10th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30 —
10.00pm. New and experienced dancers welcome, with
or without a partner, information 366189 or 388546.

June 11th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Maidstone Town
Centre 10.00am, Leisurely circular walk 6 miles /9.7
km finish 1.15pm meet in the Car Park at Mote Park
ME14 588, TQ772552 Contact: Mandy, 07758 232871

June 11th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am, Centre, Rainham. Visitors welcome for small entry
meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 Stalisfield Green charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details.

Plough Public House GR 954530 ME13 OHY for 6 mile June 15th - Chatham Historical Society, Lampard Centre,
walk. could be difficult or muddy. Stiles 6, Dogs OK Sally Port, Brompton ME7 5BU. 7:15pm. Department

June 11th - Volunteer Conservation Day, Riverside Stores of the Medway Towns - a talk by Jean Lear
Country Park, 10.00am - 2.00pm, Get involved with For details see www.chathamhistoricalsoc.btek.co.uk
practical tasks, learn about the park, meet new people.  June 16th — UpARA, Village Walk, 10.00am from Hall
Meet at the visitor centre ring 01634 337432 for details.  (see 9th June).

June 12th — Monday Hub, 10.00am - 12.30pm, St Paul's  June 16th - Hempstara Whist Afternoons, 1.30pm start,
Church, Parkwood, MES 9PN, Board games, Table The Scout Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead,
Tennis, use of Laptop and much more, Free light Whist players of all abilities welcome, A partner is not
refreshments, phone Jill on 01634 230780 required, For details please ring Eunice 01634 231664.

June 12th - Rainham Flower Club, St Matthews Church  June 16th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland
Hall, Drewery Drive, ME8 ONX Demonstration by Avenue, Gillingham, 8.00pm, The Dan Banks Quintet
Avril Hill “Essence of Summer” 7.30pm, For more featuring Dan Banks piano, Roberto Manzin saxes, Paul
information see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring Higgs trumpet, Jose Canha Bass and Joshua Law
01634 864572 / 01634 863034 / 01622 884478 drums. £12, Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743

June 12th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,  June 17th & 18th— Wigmore Gardens Weekend. Many
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES 9PN, local gardens of all types and interest open at various
7.30pm, Organist - Elizabeth Harrison, details ring times over the weekend, www.stmattswigmore.org.uk
Brian Leonard 01634 234694 for details or contact Paul Bellerby 01634 387328

June 12th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship or paul@bellerby.me.

Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets 2nd June 17th, Rainham South meet your local Councillor at
Monday each month to help those still in employment 3:16 Cafe Parkwood, 10.00am - 12 noon. No

who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat,  appointment necessary.

ring Julie 01634 364309. June 17th - Butterflies and Moths of Queendown Warren

June 12th - Oast Centre, Rainham (by Rainham Station) 10.00am — 1.00pm, KWT details 07808 085031 or
AGM, 8.00pm, details email secretary(@oastcentre.org kentwildlifetrust.org.uk

June 13th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm, June 17th & 18th - Flower Festival, In Support of Starfish
Rainham School for Girls, ME8 0BX A Garden for all Malawi, United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road,
Seasons - David Fitton, Members £1, Non-members MET7 4PU, Sat 10am —4.00pm, Sun 2 — 4.00pm, Free
£1.50. New members and visitors always welcome, For  Admission, Donations plus sale of tea and coffee.
details ring 01634 852519

June T4th — 17th - The Kentish Players *Dirty Rotten
Scoundrels’ 7.30pm, Central Theatre, Chatham Tickets,
Wed & Thurs £14.50, cons £12.50, Fri & Sat £16.50,
cons £14.50 from Box Office 01634 338338 or
www.medwayticketlive.co.uk

June 14th - All Saints Women's Fellowship, Hempstead
Village Hall, 8.00pm, ‘The Work of the League of
Friends” - Eunice Norman. For details please contact
Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

June 15th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Strawberry Tea
with entertainment from “2 in Harmony", (see 8th Jun).

June 15th - Hempstead Leisure Club, AGM (see 8th June)

June 15th - Rainham Women's Institute 1.45 - 4.00pm
Annual Meeting, Wakeley Hall, Oast Community

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

® TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
® Extra TV /SKY Points

® TV Wall Mounting
e TV& Applianccs%ct
Up
Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

ROWLEY'S of KENT
DRIVING TUITION
Andy Rowley

Your local Driving Instructor
DBS Checked - Based in Gillingham
Over 30 years Driving Experience
Trained to a high standard in the
‘Roadcrait’ style of driving

Competitive rates
‘First Lesson Free’
Mobile 07976 904272

www.rowleysofkent.com

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
f outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
[for cats onl}(.

A completely new catrel}r, fully compliant
bwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment,

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032

Email: info@whiskerslodge.com
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com




Boiler - tech 6TH ANNUAL NOVELTY DOG SHOW SUMMER FETE

CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE .

A D itk R p Lower Halstow Village Hall St Peter's, Bredhurst
clnimmww_h iAo e H EATI NG & P LU M BI NG Saturday 3rd June. Registration 10.00am, Saturday 24th June 2.00 - 4.30pm
Rl T Rarhi + Accounts Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing J_udging starts at 11.00am Bredhurst's Got Talent Show
it « Tax Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates Entry £2 per dog per class. Children's games and races, Build a Church race,
Tel: 01634 375222 :f::_':;::“"‘i““ Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires Rosettes Ist 2nd 3rd, for all classes, BBQ, Cakes, Plants, Refreshments, Craft

] fIx T i Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877 /| Trophy's for Best and Reserve Best in Show. and all the usual fete activities.
e +  Associated Services boilertechservices@btinternet.com S| Classes are :- Fancy Dress, Puppy, The Happiest, The Fete is in the field behind the Village Hall.
www jadaccountants.co.uk @ T - .

' All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts > The Most Hansom, The Prettiest, Owner and Dog Entry 50p, children free.

Look-a-Like, Veteran, weather permitting - Agility
g o cteet T4 it aAss and JUBILEE CONCERT
Salter-Mclean & Co FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR Fastest Time, Agility Funniest, Dog Races and a )
: ; . L 7 F sette > Dog The . i Upchurch Choral Society 50 Years!
Accountants and Tax Consultants Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service Rosette for The Dog That The Judge Would Like to q oL
Established over 30 years we offer an ciTicient and personal service g Take Home. There will be stalls for the PDSA and St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch
0 :JIl]:)-pu-.‘ultﬁms)m::\ -.:.‘ \ic]l I-.H”;s:-i.\lt('nlgu \\['izhppc.'\inn:al tax Please call :]Danﬂe f_rom further funds will be for the over 60's Christmas y Saturday .E st July, 7,3“[)!11
;| & peohlms i rean Art Decorating Services Party. There will also be Tea, Coffee Squash, Hot Upchurch Choral Society celebrate its 50 years as a
For a free llll‘t]lilé ;;173'?2;22;!0“ telephone for a free no obligation quotation Sausage Rolls and Cakes served during Dog Show. choir with a grand Jubilee Concert featuring
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES 7RU on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 iEyopils PIeECs patiohied over The JEAts,
; : (et rtd ratinaservices.com SUMMER FAIR It is hoped that past conductors and singers
www.salter-mclean.co.uk www.artdecorating : St Paul’s Church swill e present,
Parkwood, Rainham There will be a display of memorabilia.
Saturday June 10th, 1.00 — 4.00pm Refreshments and a glass of fizz are included I
QCR cqaﬁgRE!:Al RS HIBANBA Fun for all the family n the price of admission.
| Good Garage Scheme' &2 . t Tickets £10 (children free) are available from
Auto electncs : DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS 'RAMASES LECTURE Pat New 01634 374220 Bryan Veale 01634 234047
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS ' ewington Village Ha
—— ALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON ™
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 Visa o , George Hart Lecture '('UYS;‘\ND DOLLS'
www.qcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk 01634 717400 Tickets EF} for guests if bought in advance §t: Paul's Drama Group
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 8B. (Just off Station Ra) NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS For more information contact Society Secretary Friday 7th July, 7.30pm
Annette Crowder 07476 636803 or Saturday 8th July, 3.00pm & I’f|'.3(]pm,
Annette.crowder65@gmail.com ~ GMC Community Hall,
GREG % WINDOWS, BLDRS & CONSERVATORIES See Facebook at RAMASES Society T‘["hllrd Axfjm;c, Eélléngl1a2; l\glr:_’i'dzl-uﬂ
= We handle everything from the initial quotation, 1ckets: Adults £8, Cons £/, Children L6
EEEA’N@ manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality... GREGGSTIVAL 2017 from 01634 852712 or the website
@@NSMUGTE@'N L@B Eden Windows Fun Day Out for all the Family www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS Saturday 24th June, 1.00 — 7.00pm or any member of the group.
EXTENSIONS ! Lower Hartlip Road
A1 RATED BY NHBC lelephons 01634 840 8bA Entry £2 Adults, Children (under 12) Free =~ BAKEHOUSE _
01634 231321 www.edenwindows.co.uk Gillingrlfam FC Beat the Goalie, static and flying Next to St Margaret's Church is Marlborough House,
¥ with its large forecourt and garden.

birds of prey, Craft, Food, Stalls, Live music,

The eastern part of the house abuts onto the

P Rides, Fair Rides, Licensed Bar, Hog Roast, : i
T.J. BUILDERS Puma pvcC we Re;:fﬂ j,lrFu(:ecF:ain:i]Cngog Egh 0‘: e pavement and is a large two storey building. There
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating Approved installers of To hold a stall ring 07977 685497 was a large low window. now bricked up. I have
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More... Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding £15 payable in advance been told that this was the bakehouse, where people
L E“‘f’r“al':w"Tk‘ S * 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations Over the last 4 years almost £30,000 for CRY ?)oul(l col.lec% ihe food that they hlad IeLt Ilo be ?POked‘
Painting, Gutg:rll]r::si;;‘g ﬁgla% endering, WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE 1! (Cardiac Risk in the Young) raised to help screen WOCS ":I”W“L HOv _I“F“CRa[_’OIUt t ‘.;3 bakehouse?
Al - CALL NOW 01634 235900 300 local youngstcrs . CT‘C ?Crc any ‘m‘m c l‘rrl amham:
Phone for FREE Estimates on. 159 Edwin Road, Rainham Details view and ‘like” Facebook page What were the charges?
Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558 ! Margaret Dunn
Email stationdunn3@btinternet.com
m ' o H ; COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES ALARMS - CCTV —- ENTRYPHONE
E@iﬂ%ﬂhﬁgg G PCIUI S 1 8 seafer TCD“S Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, MES OPX
i al face iRt . : wwe BoOkings Only ... Insured and Registered : Telephone: 01634 379762 &
N cal face lifting — Facials — Waxin : .
Eiecl,:rt]rigfsgfls 2t godg.: T!rgatments‘ — Reﬂexology Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING ey Email: mail@masteralarms.com .
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable No Job too small— free estimates voww.masteralarms.com
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL . H
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers -Theatre TI"IPS ¥, SBQPOHS Neil Mace =
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268 19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633 G
Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375 Rainham 07792 244 315 Master Alarms
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES the FIRST HALF of SPRING
This month’s notes are about recent visits to
Berengrave Nature Reserve, which is situated in an
abandoned chalk pit. Last used for the quarrying of
chalk in the late 1930s or early 1940s, nature has taken
over the abandoned pit. (There is a short history of the
chalk workings in the pit on page 3 in this Action
Forum.) On an early spring visit | entered the reserve
at the entrance on Berengrave Lane just below Chalky
Bank Road. There was a scent of blossom in the air -
from wild cherry trees, blackthorn bushes and an
overgrown cherry plum hedgerow. I sat down on a
seat from where I had a birds’ eye view of the trees in
the pit bottom. Hidden among them is a lake, the level
of which rises and falls according to the level of the
water in the underlying chalk. The low lying, almost
continually wet arcas of the reserve have been largely
colonised by willow and sallow trees, creating what is
known as a willow carr. This is evident, in early
spring, by the widespread extent of willow and sallow
catkins, the male ones yellow with pollen and the
female ones green. These catkins are the blossom of
three closely related trees of the salix family
collectively known as “pussy willows”. The banks of
the pit below where [ ofien sit are covered in an
impenetrable tangle of brambles and nettles. a
favourite nesting site for warblers and certain other
small birds such as dunnocks. Another attraction of
Berengrave for birds is that some 450 species of
insects and other invertebrates, such as caterpillars,
live on the leaves of willow and sallow trees, more
than any other species of tree, including close
contenders such as English oak and silver birch.
During one recent sojourn on the seat [ saw or heard,
among many other birds, willow warbler and
blackcap, which are summer visitors. Unfortunately, [
noticed that a pair of magpies had built a nest of sticks
in an ash tree near to where [ sat. The birds are
notorious predators of eggs and young in the breeding
season. Not far from the magpies’ nest, I spotted, later
in the season, a long tailed tit with a white feather in
its beak. It was clearly lining its oval shaped nest
made of moss and lichens, materials which are readily

available due to the humid atmosphere in the pit

I also recently visited the pit bottom, the main
entrance to which is on the Lower Rainham Road. A
little way inside the pit are the remains of two wash
mills in a clearing, usually a good place to see flowers,
butterflies and birds. With binoculars, notebook,
pencil and a flask of coflee, I camped out on a block
of concrete. There were clearly a lot of wrens about,
not surprising bearing in mind that they are the most
common resident bird in the UK. Their song is
incredibly loud for such a small bird, with many trills,
and it rattles along to a hurried climax. I could see a
chiff chaff at the top of a tall silver birch tree, pecking
at insects in between snatches of his familiar and
somewhat monotonous song. [ could also hear a
blackeap’s rich and melodious song and eventually
noticed him on a prominent perch in a sycamore tree.
Having had no response from one perch he would fly
to another. Would he ever find Miss Blackcap with her
fetching hat of reddish-brown feathers? A great
spotted woodpecker flashed by, which was not
unexpected, because I had noticed a newly created
hole, about two inches in diameter, in a silver birch
just yards from where I sat. After a while I saw the
bird flying towards me and land on my blind side of
the tree. It popped its head around the tree and had a
good look at me. Having plucked up courage, it sidled
into the hole and, in doing so, revealed its red rump.
On a sunny, mid Spring day, I revisited the clearing in
the pit, which was awash with the bitter-sweet scent of’
hawthorn blossom, which scent always take me back
to my native Leicestershire. I headed towards a metal
scat beside the northern arm of the lake. The water
level was very low. | had hoped to see a kingfisher
which species has nested in the reserve in the past. |
had also hoped to see or hear any sedge or reed
warblers nesting in the reed beds. My tally was largely
confined to mallards. coots and water hens I did
however spot a little grebe in its summer plumage of a
reddish patch on its neck, slinking along the edge of
the lake under cover of foliage. A heron flew over, but
saw me, and did not land. Behind my seat was part of
the willow carr. The willows are draped in fine roots,
which are reminiscent of the beards of old wizards and
which show the highest level to which the water in the

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

MEDWAY 24 HOUR

PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves|
Taps Repaired/ Replaced beaily

Boarding
Cattery

Located in an area of
outstanding natural

o ATNA P

’J‘Jz? <>
Owner FABtrained ‘D HU W

pit has risen in the rainy seasons. The trees are not
unlike those in a mangrove swamp. Overall, the carr
gives off a muddy, musty smell, and has a primaeval
atmosphere about it. | retraced my steps to my
favourite perch on a conerete block in the clearing. A
blackbird, a song thrush and a robin were in song.
Comma and red admiral butterflies flitted backwards
and forwards. Hoverflies were also present. They
mimic honey bees and wasps and, as a result, insect-
ecating birds steer clear of them. It occurred to me that,
by now, there must be young in the great spotted
woodpeckers® nest that 1 was keeping an eye on. Sure
enough, the two parents came to and left the nest in
quick succession, with what appeared to be grubs dug
out of rotten wood, in their beaks. It was strange that
both birds attempted to sneak into the nest without me
sceing them but when they left the nest they poked
their heads out of the hole, had a look around and then
flew off more or less straight towards me.

Joe Ennis

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MEDWAY

The Rotary Club of Medway since its establishment in
1981 has been at the forefront of fundraising in our
community. Through their many and varied projects
and events they have raised many thousands of pounds
to benefit our young people, the elderly, disabled and
disadvantaged in Medway. Last year they embarked
on a project to install public accessible defibrillators at
specific points in Medway. Our first one is in Rainham
Precinct shopping area. Our Community Chest Fund
allows us to give grants of up to £250 to any charity or
qualifying organisation based in Medway. Over the
years our flagship projects have focussed on children
with disabilities and life threatening illnesses. Started
in the 1990's the club established Handicamp where,
over the years, dozens of children with disabilities
were taken for a week's holiday, partnered by able
bodied young people and supported by volunteer
Medway Rotarians and members from other clubs.
Now the club runs their annual Childrens Hospice
Holidays taking 6 children from Demelza and Ellenor
Hospices for Children, along with their parents,
siblings, nurses, carers and volunteer Rotarians on a 4
day fun filled trip to Disneyland Paris. To fund these
major undertakings the club engages in major
fundraising ventures. One is the annual Santa Fun Run
in Rochester. Another event in Medway's calendar is
the clubs annual Charity Beer and Cider Festival in the

grounds of the Star Sports and Social Club, Darland
Avenue. The date this year is Saturday st July
starting at 1.00pm ending at 10.00pm. We are looking
for local businesses to become a sponsor of the event
by agreeing to sponsor a barrel of beer or cider for
£50. Details on how to do this and the benefits to your
company can be obtained on our website at
www.rotaryclubofimedway.uk. Tickets in advance are
£10 or £12 at the gate. These can be obtained from
members of the club, by phone 07847 733992 or email
to beer@rotaryclubofmedway.uk A ticket allows you
to have 4 pints of ale or cider (there will be over 60 to
choose from). There will be an all day BBQ and live
music to keep everyone entertained. So please come
along and have a great time while supporting our
charities. Every penny raised is spent within the
following year.
FREE QUIZ HOSTING SERVICE
provided by John Guy
Available to any charity or group in the local area to
help raise much-needed funds.
All the charity has to do is
provide the venue and
advertise the event and I will do the rest.

[ will host the evening, write and present the quiz,
provide all the materials (including a PA system,
computer, projector and screen and answer papers)
collect and mark the answer papers and run a raftle.
The quiz will include a music round, a picture round
and a running round, as well as the usual general
knowledge rounds on a variety of subjects. All of the
questions will be properly researched and written by
me and not just downloaded from the internet and can
be specifically tailored to suit the organisation’s
requests. To help recover some of my expenses | will
run a small ‘game’ during the interval so it will not
cost the charity or group anything to hire my services
and I will not make any money out of the event.
For more information email john.guy(@sky.com
BRIDGE
Sociable duplicate Bridge in friendly surroundings
every Monday, Tuesday and Friday each month
7.30pm start. St. Luke's Methodist Church Hall
City Way, Rochester ME1 2BQ. Table money £3.50
guests, £2.50 members (£10 to join). On your own?
We can usually find a partner for you on a Monday.
Details call 01634 375706 or 840094 or visit
www.bridgewebs.com/medwaytowns

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts

ISo call today for a great deal, peace of
Imind and security

IPhone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please.
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

* TREE MANAGEMENT
« CHIPPING

e LINDSA

* MULCH

- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER .
For all your Plumbing Services P
Reg No HELP is on its way

. UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
a , BOILER EXCHANGES

(| POWER FLUSHING
238 LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EEM.E

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www theresaelsey.co.uk

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY

Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses

Beginners July 11  August23 Sept 26
Improvers July 13 August 24 Sept 28

Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/lFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING - PROBLEM SOLVING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

= DECKING

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building

HPR j Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
d e
Renovations Lid

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk
53 Woodside, Wigmore

BB Property Services

Painting & Decorating, Plumbing,
Carpentry, Plastering and Tiling
Call Barry Baker on

07849 418 868

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist

All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

PR Improvements
Home improvements

Electrical and all other jobs considered:
Plumbing, decorating etc. Reliable and trustworthy

Peter Ribbens
MOBILE: 07584 652017

CALLAWAY HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Improving Homes for Over 25 years
Kitchen Installation
Bathroom Installation
Carpentry, Floor, Electrics, Plastering
Painting & Decorating
For your Free estimate

Call - 07970 678895 / 07791311251

PERSONAL TRAINER AMB Fitness
Get active, Stay active!
Friendly, Professional Personal Training
For all ages and abilities.
Mobile personal training, Tailored programs,
All equipment provided.1:1 and small group sessions
Contact Adam on 07543 014034

www.ambfitness.co.uk ambfitness@yahoo.com

10

Diary 2017

June 17th - RAMASES George Hart Lecture, Newington
Village Hall, 2.30pm, £8 for guests in advance £9 on
the day. For more information contact
annette.crowder65(@gmail.com or 07476 636803.

June 18th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet John Williams 01622 764821 Teston Bridge
Picnic Site car park (Fee) GR 707533 ME18 5SBX for 5
mile walk. 1 hill, 5 Stiles & 10 Steps. Dogs allowed

June 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5 km, finish 1.30pm Meet
at Charing Station. TN27 0AW, TQ950493 Bring
picnic lunch. Contact: Ade, 01634 306405,
adeballard@yahoo.co.uk

June 19th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 5th June).

June 19th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood, 7.30pm, Speaker Ley
Liberson "My Grandfather's Tale". All welcome, ring
Kate Archer 01634 360797 or just come along.

June 19th - Wigmore WI Meet every 3rd Monday 7.30 -
9.30pm, St Matthew's Community Centre, Drewery
Drive, Anyone interested please ring Chris Ellson on
01634 372976 or Barbara Strachan on 01634 268611

June 20th - GHS Floral Art Group, Workshop 3 — Wiring
night refresher + preservation of plant material (6th Jun

June 20th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45pm £3.50. An
Introduction to Bird Ringing — John Buckingham. For
Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

June 21st - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, Wigmore 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members
welcome to this cheerful group, just come along or ring
01634 388912 for more information

June 21st - Bredhurst Garden Club, Third Wednesday
every month, Village Hall, 7.00pm, Summer Supper,
ring 07791 781 910 for details

June 22nd - Medway Ramblers Evening walk - Offham
Green, 7.00pm, Leisurely circular walk 5 miles / 8.1
km, finish 9.45pm Meet Oftham Green, Contact: Len,
01634 319391, lenbeadlef@blueyonder.co.uk

June 22nd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, scrabble,
board games, tea and chat (see 8th June)

June 22nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, Policing Kent 943-
1943, Roy Ingleton, (see 8th June).

June 24th - Rainham Historical Society, Penshurst Place

COMPUTERS
REPAIRED
IN YOUR HOME

Virus/Malware removal
PC repairs and Upgrades
Speed up your PC!

Stuart/ox
Over 22 years' experience _ "
01634 328328 [ <y
07870 641823 N )

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE
01634 329029 or
07803 434929

& Gardens Excursion, Historic house and gardens,
parkland, walks, café, restaurant & shop. (seel0Oth Jun).

June 24th - Meredale Independent School Summer Fayre,
12noon — 3.00pm, fom{@meredaleindependent.com or
call/text Debbie 07803 584223 for details.

June 24th - Greggstival 2017, Fun Day Out for all the
Family, 1.00 — 7.00pm, Lower Hartlip Road, £2 Adults,
under 12 Free, stalls 07977 685497, £15 pay in advance
Details view and ‘like’ Facebook page

June 24th - St Peter's, Bredhurst Summer Fete, 2.00 -
4.30pm in the field behind the village hall, all the usual
fete activities. Entry 50p, children free.

June 24th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 10th June).
June 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 5.4 miles / 8.7 km, finish 1.00pm, Park
along the left side of Sheppey Way near old Sheppey
Bridge, ME9 8SP, TQ903684, one stile, could be

muddy. Pub near end. Contact: 07801 537317,
lesley.fielding43@gmail.com

June 25th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Lindsay Floyd 07743 702049 / Andy Boorman
07881 933358 Margate Tourist Information, Harbour
Arm GR 353712 CT9 1JD for 4 mile linear walk or 8
miles retrace walk. Dogs allowed

June 26th — Monday Hub, (see 12th June).

June 27th — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Village Hall,
9.30am, Members £1, Guests £2, (see 9th June).

June 28th - All Saints Women's Fellowship, 4.00pm,
Walk: Eastgate House to Guildhall Muscum, (14th Jun)

June 28th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, Visit to Hoo
Rose Nursery, 6.00pm meet outside United Reformed
Church Hall, Gillingham, details Sandie on 07962
277330 or email social@gillinghamhs.org

June 29th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Outing to Chelsea
Pensioners Hospital, no local meeting.

June 29th - Rainham Friendship Group, Millennium
Centre, Rainham. Last Thursday every month 1.45pm -
3.30pm, all welcome, hosted by Hands & Gillingham
Volunteer Centre. £2 entry per session. Speaker/
entertainment, information 01634 577984

June 29th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Social Meeting, (see
&th June).

June 29th - Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, All welcome, details Sylvia Wildridge
01634 312038

P CERFACE:

FOR TILES
WE'VE GOT IT!

Shawrsom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 S5XR
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.
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| s% Cliff’'s Mobile Foot Care
Eoot Health Professional
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWDR
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

Kent ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN

oz NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

TRADING Your Local Reliable Contractor

Lo James Zammit Fair Trader

AEPRIVED 01634 375129 - 07802 638300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME& 8NS
Domestic Installer

L
e -]

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial efc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial - Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

Andy Shepherd ~ [TCASR

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

(o TRUST Kitchens
| & MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
e Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.
-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Ll nwo Od
Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Bk pas

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

C—‘.’"C’:'-f.f'z.--{q/

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £100.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

[For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—Tfortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more Nao job too small
Frompt and Reliable Service]
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July Ist - Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, Rainham, (sce 10th June).

July 1st - Charity Beer and Cider Festival, Rotary Club of
Medway. Star Sports and Social Club, Darland Avenue.
60 real ales and ciders. BBQ, music from local bands.
Email beer(@rotaryclubofmedway.uk or 07847 733992,

July Ist - Jubilee Concert, Upchurch Choral Society 50
Years! St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch, 7.30pm, £10
(children free) from Pat New (11634 374220, Bryan
Veale 01634 234047 and Helen Osborne 01634 361508

July 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, Ightham Mote to
Knole Park, 10.00am, Moderate circular walk 9 miles /
14.5 km, finish 3.00pm, Park in Ightham Mote
(National Trust) car park (top end) TN15 ONT,
TQ583534 Contact: John, 07749 760788,
billingsje@blueyonder.co.uk

July 2nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847828249 GR
136403 Farthing Common off B2068 Stone Street Near
Lyminge, 6 mile undulating walk 10 Stiles, 1 flight of
10 Steps. Dogs allowed

July 3rd - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 5th June).

July 3rd - Medway Towns Bridge Club, (see 5th June).

July 4th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Working in
Monet's Garden - Carol Halfpenny (see 6th June).

July 4th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘USA Independence
Day’ — an exhibit (fresh flowers), (see 6th June).

July 6th - Hempstead Leisure, Whist, scrabble, board
games, tea and chat (see 8th June)

July 6th - Wigmore Thursday Club, One Crossing - Two
Railways, Rob Poole, (see 8th June).

July 7th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, every Friday 9.45am . Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

July 7th & 8th - St. Paul's Drama Group 'Guys and
Dolls' in Concert, GMC Community Hall, Third
Avenue, ME7 2LU. Fri 7.30pm, Sat 3.00 & 7.30pm.
Tickets Adults £8, Cons £7, Children £6 01634 852712
www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk or any group member .

July 9th - Volunteer Conservation Day, Riverside Country
Park, (see 11th June)

July 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet David Brown 07815 106791 GR236631 CT3 4BP
Grove Ferry Car Park. (Pay & Display) 5 mile Circular
walk. Generally flat (may be muddy if wet) on grass
fields and roads. Dogs allowed

July 9th - Medway Ramblers Walk 9.50am, Tonbridge -
Wateringbury, Moderate linear walk 10 miles / 16.1
km., finish 3.00pm meet promptly in Wateringbury
public car park off Bow Road near traffic lights to catch
the 10.00am bus to Tonbridge. Bring picnic lunch.
07989 753278, graham.jenkinson(@blueyonder.co.uk

July 10th — Monday Hub, (see 5th June).

July 10th - Rainham Flower Club, Demonstration by
Helen Hare “East to West” (see 12th June).

July 10th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Organist - Matthew Bason, (see 12th June).

July 10th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 12th June).

July 1Tth - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, In-House
Evening Mini Show — plants (given out in March) are
returned for judging. (see 13th June).

July 13th - Wigmore Thursday Club, 100 Years of
Children’s Literature, Helen Allinson, (see 8th June).
July [5th - Rainham Historical Society, Deal & Sandwich
Excursion, Morning visit and time for lunch in Deal,
afternoon visit to Salutation garden in Sandwich with

tea rooms, shop and plant sales. (see 10th June).

July 15th - Friends of Riverside Primary School, Summer
Fete, 11.00am — 2.00pm School, St Edmunds Way
Rainham. Beach themed event with games, stalls, café,
performances by local community groups. For further
information email forpssecretary@gmail.com

July 15th — RAMASES Jocelyn Gohary, Lecturing about
women travellers to Egypt & the Middle East in 18 &
19th centuries, (see 17th June).

July 16th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Jim Gevaux 07807896995 GR922646 ME10 35B
Sittingbourne Dog Track. Church Road 7.5 mile easy
walk along roads and across grassland and fields
including the riverside, no pub at end. Dogs allowed

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants

Self Assessment » Limited Companies
Trusts « Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios

Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

(Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

S( : BUILDING
MAINTENANCE]

07931 864346
Exterior

Painting & Decorating
All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Shelving — Cupboards — Wardrobes
Custom made. Free quotes. Fair Prices
Malcolm 07917 364832
malcolmben(@hotmail.co.uk

“A Dockyard Matey Makes Good"
Life & humorous times in the
Dockyard. Rob. Smith's memoirs is
available from Sunburst Books Station
Road. Rainham. £12.

Large Ground Floor Office To Let
Rainham High St. Tel: 07506 314 303
email: pdg@hotmail.co.uk

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Davey the
Butcher, 189 Station Road: Berengrave
Service Station or from the orchard
10-12 am Tues & Thurs, For more
information see the orchard page on
www.thenet.uk.net

5 W GARDENING SERVICES.

All year round gardener - grass cutting,
hedge trimming, pruning, digging,
general garden maintenance. Please
call 07432 020557,

LUMBERJACK TREE SERVICES
All tree works and removals
professionally undertaken. All
enquiries call 07584 212520 or email
andrewwoodrow(@hotmail.co.uk

STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641

GARDENING / DIY HANDYMAN
All aspects of garden maintenance &
DIY carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Public liability
insurance and DBS clearance. Call
Martin for a no obligation quote on
07799 265299 or 01634 376477.

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573
John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648

RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
maobile manicures and pedicures 01634
613871 /07736 278509

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Learn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility&
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www.freed-om.co.uk

WJ Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 7921269378 or
email wjgardencare(@outlook.com.

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / (0796 3842 503
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts,sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses, Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too smallLKCC & Environment
Agency registered, 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
E70/m? (=250 logs), Yam® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

Mo fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate,

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee,

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retums,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call, We come to you

and the first consultation is fiee.

Phone Michael on 01634 816093,
PAINTING SOLUTIONS.

All painting outdoors, indoors and any
small jobs. Also Garden Maintenance
Tidy and reliable. Call Ayman on
07547 608 779 or 01634 353021

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859.
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

HAIR BY SUE., Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859

14

ARTHRITIS? BACK PAINS?
Warm bamboo massage. Call
Jo 07702 651931

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I1am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modemised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activitics, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077.
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing,
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley on 01634 231341 or
mobile 07957 884 335.

WANT LUSCIOUS, BEAUTIFUL
hair extensions at a [raction of the
price? Call Jo 07702 651931

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

* Member of Gas Safety Register

= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

* Landlord Gas Safety Reports

* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP Services RAINHAM

'Window Fix Direct)

Do you have windows
or doors that.....

C flea

01634 789025 /07950 761061
www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

* Local Family Business
= Personal service in the
comfort of your home
* Free demonstrations

* After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

Healing Hands
Qualified Healer
Telephone:

07548 929368

Home:
03330 143872

for details.
CRB certified

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

Gefion Dog Training Club

)

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES8 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters,

COAN for

GARAGE DU A8baR

01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, VHS plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewaood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
= Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s / I Est, 1971 Gt
. e o (B dbatedetutuie e ogededed cdredefedsRuiy:
Plum'blng & safe SR ¢ MOON _%g b
Heating Chiris Hallett 4—L bE Dg * ,‘J-\U {

01634 370697 07711 362898|
HOGWOOD Electrical
Extra lights,
sockets, =
fuse boards i = =R
& full rewires e AR

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For free eslimales telephane: 0 1 634 3 750 69

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Elxtensions — Bathrooms - IDoors _ln dr ey
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. somec (7%

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

FREE NO
CRYSTAL OBLIGATION

@ CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains » Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showrcom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG
M. 07956 398531, £ sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W www crystaicurtains.co.uk

s plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822 R
Mob: 07897 498189 = —
Free Surveys & Quotes

Fair Trader

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funenal Directors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW

e Private Chapels of Rest
» Horse Drawn Hearse available
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