AN INDEPENDENT MONTHLY FOR RAINHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA -
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The children of Bredhurst School dressed in their finery for the May Day Celebration probably about
1897. The children include: Back row: Maddocks, Chandler, Maddocks, Tom Glover, Beth Parker,
David Glover. Third row: Charlie Rayfield, Goodridge, Sonia Glover, Bill Brooks, Tom Stevenson.
Second row: David Stevenson, Nell Wood, Annie Barton, Reeves, Charlie Johnson, Emmie Belcher.
Front: Dolly Whitehead, Reeves, Amy Wood, ke Hitchcock, Alice Sharp, Bert Brooks, Edie Glover.
The event continues to this day with particular enthusiasm this year as the school celebrates its 150th
anniversary with the parade, crowning of the May King and Queen and a Fete on Saturday May 20th.

Everyone is welcome to join in this happy tradition.

lorna elizabeth
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Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk

07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

Congratulations to Bredhurst Village who are
celebrating the 150th anniversary of their school with
a spectacular Village May Day experience. All past
May Kings and Queens are invited to join in the
festivities on May 20th. As usual the street will be
closed while the procession takes place. The children
of 1867, when the school was founded, would
probably have been dressed in a very similar way to
those of 1897 who appear on our front cover this
month. I suspect many of the surnames would have
been familiar to the villagers of 1867 as they are to
todays residents. Things changed very little during
those thirty years — it was only after the 1914-18 war
that the gigantic strides forward in dress, life style.
transport and lfarming began. Judging from the
expressions on the childrens faces, either they did not
enjoy dressing up in their best for a May Day group
photograph or the days of *smile for the birdie” or “say
cheese” were yet to come — several have particularly
rebellious grimaces.

[ have recently come across an advert fora group
entitled ‘Love Walking’. It accurately sums up the
advantages although I do not think you need to ‘love’
the exercise to benefit from it.

Apparently *Walking can: Reduce blood pressure;
Reduce cholesterol and fat; Reduce stress and help
you sleep better: Improve muscle strength: Help to
manage your weight; Make you feel good and so
much more’. It concludes with the sentiment that *You
can do it anytime, anywhere and it is a great
opportunity to make new friends” and the slogan “lts
Free, Fun, Fitness and makes you look Fab.” How
could anyone resist such tempting achievements?
Actually despite the hyperbole they are pretty much on
the money. Walking really is a magical, miracle cure.
When Bredhurst School was built it was common
practise for the men of Rainham to walk to Bredhurst
after church on Sunday morning passing the
parishioners of Bredhurst walking to Rainham. Why
this sudden desire to visit a neighbouring parish? Well
the licencing laws of the time only allowed pubs to
serve ‘travellers’ on Sunday, ie those who had walked
at least three miles and so needed a refreshing drink. A
round trip of six miles just to buy a drink was nothing
to these villagers who regularly walked far longer
distances. Modern life has made us all so busy we
believe we do not have time to walk, instead we jump
in the car, but we would probably be much healthier

and take far fewer pills if we made the time to walk.
There are many ways nowadays to help you get back
into the way of walking, you can join one of the
organised groups or simply put on your boots and step
out along the many footpaths we have in our area.
They are at their prettiest at this time of year, through
orchards of blossom, woodland seas of wood anemone
and bluebells or open downland covered in carpets of
wild flowers — you may even spot some orchids.
Whatever vou do have a very good month and we will
be back in June.

Correspondence
PIPE ORGAN APPEAL
Dear Editor,
The pipe organ at the Catholic Church in London
Road, Rainham is in need of restoration. This is a
lovely organ with a fresh and lively sound. It was built
at the same time as the church, in 1959, To help raise
money for the restoration, we shall be having a series
of organ recitals in the church this summer. The first
recital will be at 7.30pm on Friday 19th May and the
organist will be Barry Kemp, organist at St Margaret's
Rainham and a local councillor. Admission will be
£10, with unwaged and under 25's free.

With kind regards,

John Wilkins

Organist, St Thomas' Rainham

TRAIN at RAINHAM STATION

Dear Editor,

[ was interested to read your editorial containing
information relating to the train photo taken at
Rainham Station shown on the front cover of the
March issue 529 of Action Forum. Unfortunately the
train you describe using the Dover-Calais train ferry
was the “Night Ferry” which used continental sleeping
cars especially constructed to fit the smaller British
loading gauge. The BR Standard Class 5-hauled train
in the photo was probably the ‘Thanet Belle’, which
was run by the Southern Region of British Railways
from 1948 until it was withdrawn in 1958 due to the
impending electrification of the route. It ran from
Victoria to Margate, Broadstairs and Ramsgate.

This train, composed of British Pullman stock, had its
origins in the “Thanet Pullman Limited” introduced by
the South eastern and Chatham Railway in July 1921
but withdrawn in 1928, Reintroduced as the “Thanet
Belle™ in 1948, from 1951 three coaches were
detached at Faversham and ran separately through to
Canterbury East. This Canterbury service ceased after
only a year, but the ‘Thanet Belle’ name was retained.
The *Belle” was withdrawn after 1958, allegedly
because of the impending completion of the first phase
of Kent Coast Electrification beyond Gillingham in
1959. However, the real reason was probably poor
patronage of the service. The greater number of
passengers using the “Golden Arrow” boat train that
you mentioned ensured that the latter survived well
into the electrification era.

Thanks for a great magazine, can we have some more
local railway photos, please?

Best Wishes

David Brigenshaw

11A Bedson Walk
Editor: We would love to print more railway photos —
it you have any please do get in touch.

THE OAST CENTRE, RAINHAM AGM
Dear Editor,
Monday 12th June from 8.00pm.

We would be delighted to welcome new members to
our AGM to find out about the last year at The Oast
Centre (by Rainham Station) and to meet the team.
Constitutionally you need to join as a member, £5 per
year, in advance of the meeting in order to attend.
This is payable by cash or cheque (Please include
name, phone, email and full address) and put in cash
box or pay to a member of bookings (Ann or Jac). We
are hoping to arrange a way to pay online soon. Keep
your eyes open around the centre and on FB 'The Oast'
for more details.

Yours sincerely
Liz O'Hanlon
email Secretary(@ oastcentre.org

MONDAY HUB
Dear Editor

We are writing to invite readers of Action Forum to
The Monday Hub which meets at St Paul's Church in
Parkwood, MES 9PN, on the following Mondays in
2017: 8, 22 May: 12, 26 Jun; 10, 24 Jul; 7. 14, 21 Aug;
11,25 Sep; 9, 23 Oct; 6, 20 Nov; 4, 18 Dec.

The Hub, now in its seventh year, is open from 10am
— 12.30pm with light refreshments, (tea, coffee and
hot chocolate - all free). lively conversations about
books we've read, the day's news, what we've been
doing, etc. There's an ongoing jigsaw. card and board
games such as UNO, Rummikub, Scrabble and
more. For the more active there are table tennis,
boceia and kurling. Some people drop in for a cotfee
and to read the paper or to contribute food items for
the Medway Food Bank. We think it's a good way to
start the week. Come and meet us - whether you are at
home due to retirement or ill health, when you've
dropped children or grandchildren oft at school., before
you go shopping in Parkwood or visit the Health
Centre. We now have a laptop with help on hand to
use it. Everyone is welcome.

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced

Toegired Company

Family run independent company
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 o 07973 860369 ™

www.salmonwindows .co.uk

If you would like to speak to somebody before your
first visit to the Monday Hub, please phone Jill on
01634 230780. Come for a cuppa and make friends!
Yours sincerely
The Monday Hub Planning Team

NEWINGTON VILLAGE FESTIVAL

School Field, ME9 7LB

Saturday 15th July, Noon — 6.00pm

Promote your business through our Festival. Several
low-cost marketing, promotional and advertising
opportunities are available in advance of, and at, the
festival, one of the largest events of its kind in Swale.
For details 07719 942782 email sepri@hotmail.co.uk.
The festival is organised by the Parish Council in
conjunction with Demelza Children's Hospice.
Could you help organising or assist on the day?
Contact 07590 464700 email tonymould1@sky.com
You can follow the festival updates on Facebook or
Twitter @NewingtonFest.

CRAFT AND GIFT FAYRE

Stallholders needed for our annual Craft and Gift
Fayre in aid of Great Ormond Street Children's
Hospital on Saturday 28th October at St Matthews
Church Hall, Gillingham, 11.00am till 2.00pm.
Ideal opportunity to start thinking about Christmas!
Further details please contact Paula 01634 373450,
07930 595856 or Stacey 07897 007979

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Rainham

Top of Lonsdale Drive

Danson Way, Dorset Close, Bedford Road
Parkwood

Sedley, Roper, Rowbrook, Hawbeck & Thorpe
Hempstead

Old Barn Close, Evergreen and Everglades

If you can help please email afethenet.uk.net
or ring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

) Berengrave Service Station Dol
FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS
mors [ SERVICING <7 DIAGNOSTICS
@ Res  RePARS o AREON

Lower Rainkaen M. Baishan, MER 7TV www berengravessrvinestationsem 120 71141 PRS0 1)

[ - | T,
Home Help Service | @
At Home Out & About 7
* Housework » Visiting the shops | Take cure
 Respite sitting ~ * Supppr'r to . Phrasddintoties
* Well-being visits _ appOIniments Please call us on:
»Gardening/  *CAMRIROnTP | 01634 316821
for outings
Handyman T led www .tokecareltd co.uk
sent the Va\‘j W i :: Assistants CRB checked,
arol, she could have been W‘j@ | insured & referenced.
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Diary 2017

No charge is made for Diary entries
Copy should be in wr iting either by email to
af@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cotlages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: May 23rd 2017

May 6th - RAMASES Suzanne Lax-Boytos - Tuthmosis
Il - The Napoleon of Egypt, Newington Village Hall,
2.30pm, £8 for guests in advance £9 on the day. Details
annette.crowder65(@gmail.com or 07476 636803.

May 6th - BWAG AGM, 3.00pm, Arran Bank Farm,
Dunn Street, Bredhurst ME7 3ND, guest speaker,
David Fleck, The Woodland Trust, Members and non-
members welcome details 07813 785940

May 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Lamberhurst,
10.00am, Leisurely circular walk 4.5 miles / 7.2 km,
finish 12.30pm. Meet in public park near the Chequers
Inn public house, Lamberhurst - TN3 8HX TQ676362
Views of Scotney Castle, Contact: Frank/Mim

May 7th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet David Brown 07815 106791 Ightham Mote
Carpark (next to café) carpark charge non NT members
GR584535 TN15 ONT 6.5mile undulating walk to Old
Soar Manor. May be muddy if wet. 6 Stiles

May 7th - Volunteer Conservation Day, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Get involved at the
Country Park. Meet at the volunteer block near the
orchard car park for details ring 01634 338191

May 8th — Monday Hub, 10.00am - 12.30pm, St Paul's
Church, Parkwood, MES 9PN, Board games, Table
Tennis, use of Laptop and much more, Free light
refreshments, phone Jill on 01634 230780

May 8th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 01634 230500

May 8th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES 9PN,
7.30pm, Organist - Claudia Hirschfeld, Ticket only
event £4 from Brian Leonard 01634 234694

May 8th - Rainham Flower Club, St Matthews Church
Hall, Drewery Drive, MES ONX Workshop Tutored by
Pat Williams on “Seascapes™ 7.30pm, information see
website www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring 01634
864572 /01634 863034 / 01622 884478

May 8th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets 2nd
Monday each month to help those still in employment
who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat,
ring Julie 01634 364309.

May 9th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way, MES 0BX
Growing Pelargoniums by grower and hybridiser -
Steve Pollard, Members £1, Non-members £1.50, New
members and visitors always welcome, (01634 852519

May 9th - Medway Antique & Collectors” Club, 8.00pm,
St. George Hotel, New Road, Chatham. “Oil and
Watercolour Paintings in Rochester Museum”, New
members welcome, 01634 851512 or just turn up

May 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Otford -
Farningham (Linear walk), 10.00am, Leisurely walk 6.5
miles / 10.5 km, finish 1.15pm, Meet in Otford public
car park (charge). Toilets TN14 5PQ, TQ525594 A
linear walk follows Darent Valley Path return on the
1.20pm bus from Farningham. Contact: Graham, 07989
753278, graham jenkinson(@blueyonder.co.uk

May 10th — All Saints Women''s Fellowship, Hempstead
Village Hall, 8.00pm. AGM, details 07951 629444

May 11th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Village Hall behind
All Saints Church 2.00 - 4.00pm, whist, board games,
tea and chat New members welcome. 07583 343782

May 11th - Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, A Wealden Woman’s
War, Penny Harris, for over 50s ring 01634 234712

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wncrip marup
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on
07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P.Gillard W

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and

NO JOB TOO SMALL nstallation of gas central F e
FREE ESTIMATES lwnril!g, boilers, fires, gas and Forglﬁl;o?nif?;:?aglﬁie rviEe
Tel: (01634) 320846 electric cookers. 01634 710539
Mobile: 07834 851 004 01622 730960 / 07799887754 07884 180595

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
« FLAT ROOFING
= LEAD FLASHING
« PVC FASCIA / SOFITS

enguines@al-roofing-services.co.uk
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May 11th - Chatham Historical Society, Lampard Centre,
Sally Port, Brompton ME7 5BU. 7:15pm. “Gravesham
Round and About” - a talk by Christoph Bull
For details see www.chathamhistoricalsoc.btek.co.uk

May 11.12.13.18.19.20 — ‘Don’t Dress For Dinner” by
Marc Camoletti, Curtain up 8.00pm, Box Office 0844
8793224 or on-line www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

May 12th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us fora
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

May 12th - Grand Charity Auction, Rotary Club of
Medway. Viewing 1.00 - 5.00pm Auction 7.00pm,
Roffen Club, 41 New Road, Rochester, ME1 1DX
Catalogues £1 All proceeds to Young Lives Foundation
and Air Ambulance

May 12th — UpARA Upchurch Active Retirement
Association, Monthly Meeting, Upchurch Village Hall,
2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, For details email
Chairman David Powell davidrpowell5(@hotmail.co.uk

May 12th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Primary School ME7 5XX, 7.15pm,
AGM/Quiz Night, Visitors welcome (small charge)
details Val Barrand 07947 583327 email
lupusrufustesky.com or see www.grlhs.org

May 13th - Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, Rainham, 9.00am — 12.30pm, Free entry, Stalls
are £10 each contact ¢jderafimarkets@yahoo.com or
ring 07779 366054 for more details

May 13th - Annual Plant Sale, Macklands House, Station
Road, Rainham, 10.30am refreshments and a cake stall.

May 13th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church hall, Balmoral Road, Gill, 7.30 —10.00pm. New
and experienced dancers welcome, with or without a
partner, for more information ring 366189 or 388546,

May 13th - The Kingfisher Singers, 7.30pm, St Margaret's

Church, Rainham in aid of The Pancreatic Cancer
Research Fund, Light refreshments included, raffle,
Tickets, £7.50 in advance from St Margaret's Church
office (mornings) and 01634 232665 on the door £8.

May 14th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 (77847 828249 A228
Whetstep Road, Beltring, left just beyond hop farm,
GR671469 5 mile flat walk. Dogs allowed

May 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Harrietsham,
10.00am, Leisurely circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5 km,
finish 1.30pm, Meet and park in the car park on the

south side A2 at Harrietsham ME17 1AH, TQ867525
bring picnic lunch. Contact: Derek, 07768 448633,
derek.kent{@blueyonder.co.uk

May 14th — Kent Wildlife Trust, Managing Man Orchids,
Darland Banks, 10.00am — 12.30pm, meet end of Star
Lane ME7 3ER donations welcome ring 07808 085031

May 14th - Volunteer Conservation Day, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Meet at the visitor
centre ring (01634 337432 for details.

May 15th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood, 7.30pm, AGM, All welcome,
ring Kate Archer 01634 360797 or just come along.

May 15th - Wigmore WI Meet every 3rd Monday in the
month 7.30 - 9.30pm, St Matthew's Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Anyone interested ring Chris Ellson
01634 372976 or Barbara Strachan 01634 268611

May 16th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -
9.45pm £3.50. Protecting Marine Life in Kent and
Medway — KWT Marine Officer for Field Trips:
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

May 16th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
Ikebana arrangement — using a pin holder, New
members welcome, first visit free, no experience
needed, for details contact Kaye Buss 01634 232998 or
email kayebuss(@btinternet.com

May 17th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, Wigmore 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members
welcome to this cheerful group, just come along or ring
01634 388912 for more information

May 17th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Third Wednesday
every month, Village Hall, 7.30pm, Christopher Wade
*An Ilustrated Walk Around the Saxon Shore Way’ -
Part 1, Bring and Buy Produce Stall, New members
always welcome, ring 07791 781 910 for details

May 18th - Rainham Women's Institute 1.45 - 4.00pm
Speaker on *‘Making Miracles” Wakeley Hall, Oast
House Community Centre, Rainham, Visitors welcome
for small entry charge. Ring 01634 366276 for details.

May 18th - Wigmore Thursday Club, ‘And so to Ted” ~ A
History of Teddy Bears, Melanie Gibson-Barton,

(seel [th May).

May 18th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Demonstrating the
art of tapestry, come and have a go. Tea and chat
(seel 1th May).

Continued on Page 11

Systems Installed
® Extra TV /SKY Points
TV Wall Mountin
® TV & Appliances %et
Up

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

AE RIALS ROWLEY'S of KENT Whiskers Lodge Cattery
DRIVING TUITION Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
TV Aerials / Freesat Andy Rowley Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Your local Driving Instructor
DBS Checked - Based in Gillingham
Over 30 years Driving Experience
Trained to a high standard in the rovided

‘Roadcraft’ style of driving

Competitive rates
‘First Lesson Free’
Mobile 07976 904272

www.rowleysofkent.com

[ituated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats only.

A completely new cattcr‘g fully compliant
pwith a | new legislation. FAB accredited care

iewings ‘welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.comy
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30) YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

+  Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, 4 frin"
nt ME& ] :
'?LFI[JI[L:;..; 3 2 +  Book-keeping
ell A
Fax: 0163 +  Payrall
M : = Audit
.

E Mail: admina)]
www jadaccountants.co.uk

countants,co,uk
Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877
boilertechservices@btinternet.com

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts "

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MER TRU
www.salter-meclean.co.uk

QCR CAR REPAIRS

“Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 VisA
www.gcrsales.co.uk qgermick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MEB8 8B.J (Just off Station Rd)

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

BRYANT

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

(N\ZT:1@ a1 RATED BY NHEC

01634 231321

GREG %

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis
<o Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

6

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB CLUBHOUSE
Rainham residents are welcome to visit the new
Clubhouse to relax and socialise in the lounge arca
on Saturdays and Sundays when matches are taking
place at Berengrove Park.
ART EXHIBITION
Paintings by Local Artists Clive Bass and John
Gilson will be on show and For Sale in Wigmore
Library, 208, Fairview Avenue, Gillingham between
Ist May & 3!st May 2017.
OASTHOUSE THEATRE RAINHAM
Don’t Dress For Dinner
by Marc Camoletti
May 11.12.13.18.19.20 Curtain up at 8pm
Bernard is planning a romantic weekend with his
chic Parisian mistress in his charming converted
French farmhouse, whilst his wife, Jacqueline, is
away. He has arranged for a cordon bleu cook to
prepare gourmet delights, and has invited his best
friend, Robert, along too to provide the alibi.
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line (@
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

ANNUAL PLANT SALE
Macklands House, Station Road, Rainham
Saturday 13th May, 10.30am
plus Refreshments and a Cake Stall.
THE KINGFISHER SINGERS
Saturday 13th May. 7.30pm
A musical evening in aid of
The Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund
St Margaret's Church, Rainham
Light refreshments included.
There will be a separate raffle

Tickets from St Margaret's Church office (mornings)

and 01634 232665 - £7.50. On the door £8.
The Kingfisher Singers are well known and popular.
We thank them for supporting this charity.
QUIZ EVENING
Saturday 20th May 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Carmel Hall, Ufton Lane,
Sittingbourne ME10 1JB
£5 pp BYO Drinks/Food/Nibbles/Glasses
Tables of 6 to 8
Net proceeds jointly for Church of Sacred Heart of
Jesus, Sittingbourne and Kent Air Ambulance
Enquiries — Mike 01634 360906
email mikew 16@@blueyonder.co.uk

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

WIGMORE VOICES
(formerly Wigmore MADS) present '
AS LONG AS I HAVE MUSIC'
an evening of musical entertainment
Saturday 20th May. 8.00pm
St Matthews Community Centre, Wigmore.
Tickets Sue 01634 370639, £7 adult, £6 concessions

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE FAYRE 2017
Sunday. 21st May, 11.30am
Hempstead Playing Field, Harrow Road,
behind the Flying Saucer Pub,

All are welcome to join in the lestivities with arena
events, games, craft and charity stalls, grand raftle,
barrow o' booze and plenty to entertain all the
family. Free entry for all.

VINTAGE VEHICLES Hempstead Village Show
Entries are invited for cars, motorbikes and tractors
or other vehicles of interest. Please contact Michelle
hvtvintagevehicles(@yahoo.co.uk or 07952 393457
SPRING FAIR
Sunday 28th May 11.00am - 4.00pm
Cats Protection Bredhurst Adoption Centre
Matts Hill Road ME9 7XA
Cratt Stall. Bric-a-Brac, Refreshments, Kids Corner,
and much more.

Entrance 50p, free parking nearby. For information
please contact: Cats Protection (11634 232471,
SUMMER FAIR
St Paul’s Church, Parkwood, Rainham
Saturday June 10th, 1.00 — 4.00pm
Fun for all the family
DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS
The Kentish Players. Book by Jeffrey Lane Music
& Lyrics by David Yazbek
Wednesday 14th — Saturday 17th June 7.30pm
Central Theatre, Chatham
Wednesday & Thursday £14.50. cons £12.50
Friday & Saturday £16.50, cons £14.50
Tickets from Box Oftice 01634 338338 or
www.medwayticketlive.co.uk
SUMMER FAYRE
Meredale Independent School. Limited stalls are left
for the Summer Fayre which will be held at the
school on Saturday 24th June 12pm - 3pm
If you would like to hire a pitch or require further
information. email fom(@meredaleindependent.com
or call/text Debbie on 07803 584223
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR APRIL

This month’s notes are about Bredhurst Wood and, in
particular, about adders, bluebells, woodmanship and
cream teas. Adders emerge from hibernation in the
spring. Like all reptiles, they are cold blooded and so
need to warm themselves in the sun before they can
become active. Adders can be recognised by the zig-
zag pattern along their backs. In general, the colour of
the male is greyish and the female brownish. They kill
their prey with a venomous bite and feed chiefly on
lizards but also take small mammals such as mice,
voles and shrews, among other prey. Young adders,
which are born fully formed in the late summer, will
initially feed on insects but, as juveniles, will eat
young lizards. Adders hibernate communally, in the
autumn, in a hollow under heaps of brushwood, for
example. Last April I joined other members of the
Bredhurst Wood Action Group (BWAG) for a visit to
Day Valley, which is adjacent to Bredhurst Wood, in
search of adders basking in the spring sunshine. We
were led by Dr Lee Brady of the Kent Reptile and
Amphibian Group. Lee explained that the free—
draining soils of the North Downs and the Greensand
Ridge, both of which run across Kent, are good places
to find adders. An ideal adder habitat is one with a
complex vegetation structure. Day Valley consists of a
hay meadow which is surrounded mostly by woodland
but, in part, a thick blackthorn hedge. We walked
slowly round the woodland edge, being careful where
we placed our shadows. Very soon a male adder was
spotted sunbathing and some time was spent observing
and photographing it. Just as we were about to move
on, a second male appeared and the two of them
reared up and began to wind themselves about each
other in a bid to obtain a dominant hold. This was an
event in nature that almost all of us had never before
witnessed. Later we spotted an almost black adder,
curled up, in the sunshine, under a stretch of bramble.
This sighting was of some delight to us all, for it was
in an area that had been thoughtlessly cleared, some
time ago, with a mechanical flaying machine, by a
contractor for National Grid, at the wrong time of the
year and, in doing so, had chopped an adder into

pieces. It was good to see that at least one adder had
reoccupied the re-growing vegetation of the area.

In April of each year the Action Group
(www.bwag.org.uk) organises walks around Bredhurst
Wood, on a given weekend, to see the bluebells. The
flowers are shown off to good effect in the dappled
sunlight of the sweet chestnut coppicing in the wood.
Other flowers that may be seen include primrose,
cowslip, milkmaid or lady’s smock, ramson (wild
garlic), greater stitchwort, wood anemone and lesser
celandine. The songs of blackbird, song thrush,
chaffinch, blackcap and chiff chaff can usually be
heard. 1 went on one of the bluebell walks last April.
During the tour through the bluebells, we visitors
stopped to see coppicing work being carried out by
volunteers under the direction of Steve Wright.
woodsman and, at the time of our visit, a trustee of
BWAG. The vast majority of coppiced trees in the
wood are sweet chestnut, originally planted from
about 1800 onwards and subsequently coppiced,
mainly for hop poles and fencing. Hop production

peeked in the late 19th century and declined thereafier.

Thus, when BWAG took over management of the
wood in 2005, most of the coppiced sweet chestnut
trees had not been cut for over 40 years and were very
overgrown. Since then, parts of the wood have been
opened up by contractors and, more recently, by the
volunteers. The result is that light has been let into
these parts of the wood, allowing wild flowers such as
bluebell, wood anemone and lesser celandine to
reappear and prosper. Mr Wright showed the visitors
samples of the items that had been made from the cut
down sweet chestnut poles. They included post and
rail fencing, a gate, handles for birch besoms, a hay
rake, roof shingles, hedge laying stakes, tent pegs,
bean poles, pea sticks and a faggot (bundle of sticks)
of the size used by the Environment Agency for the
repair of river banks. Mr Wright explained that sweet
chestnut wood splits easily and neatly along the grain
and also contains tannins which enable it to remain rot
-free for very much longer than Scandinavian soft
wood. When [ heard Mr Wright talking about faggots
it occurred to me that a small aspect of woodmanship
has not changed for over 700 years. Boxley Abbey
records show that, in certain years of the 14th century.

almost one hundred cart loads of poles and faggots
from Monkdown Wood (which adjoins Bredhurst
Wood) were used in the reinforcement of sea walls
around the Abbey’s grazing marshes on the Medway.
Unfortunately, BWAG does produce enough faggots
to act as a supplier to the Environment Agency.
However, John Leigh Pemberton of Torry Hill Estate,
near Sittingbourne, once told me that he supplies
bundles of what he called sweet chestnut “tops™ for
the reinforcement of the banks of rivers and salt
marshes. It is quite amazing that a technique employed
by monks in the 14th century is still carried out in the
21st century. In due course, we blucbell lovers headed
for a delicious cream tea at Arran Bank Farm.

Joe Ennis

RAINHAM IN THE 1850s

Still a relatively small village located on the edge of
the borough of Sittingbourne and Milton, Rainham
had a population of 1,155 in 1851 compared with 722
in 1801, therefore, the population more than doubled
in just filty years.

Village residents mainly inhabited the High Street
with a small number of houses in White Horse Lane
(later Station Road). Although there were some
businesses agriculture remained the main source of
employment in an area renowned for its wheat
growing soil. Cherry orchards existed just off the High
Street and hops were grown at Moor Street and Siloam
Farm in Chapel Lane (now Mierscourt Road) but
much of the farmland was arable.

The Earl of Thanet, St Katherine’s Hospital and John
Wingfield-Stratford were principal landowners while
well-known local farmers included Thomas Dodd in
central Rainham, James Miles at Siloam Farm and
Richard Wakeley at Moor Street Farm. Smaller
farmers included Tom Gilbert, Daniel Green, William
Packman, James Mansfield, Walter Prentis, William
Smart, Charles Rich, James Wilkins and Robert
Watson.

William Walter lived in Berengrave House and owned
Berengrove Park and farmland which included
picturesque woodland with ponds stretching to the
present day railway station and this served as a
popular venue for residents to relax at weekends.

St Margaret’s Church dominated the High Street
where Reverend John Poore served as vicar. Shops
included butcher Robert Maddocks, grocer and draper
William Moss, blacksmith George Pope and

shopkeeper George Turner. Tom Wyles served as a
beer retailer, William Burley as a tailor, James Atkins
a malster and James Taylor a plumber and glazier.
Further along the High Street at the bottom of Chapel
Lane George Longley owned Mardale Nursery.
Henry Penfold worked as the village doctor while
Caroline Bleeze became a long serving postmistress at
the post office and also ran a bakery. Thomas
Hutchinson and his wife Dorothy ran the National
School, constructed and opened in White Horse Lane
on the site of the present day shopping centre in 1847,
David Wood

THE ROTARY CLUB of MEDWAY SUNLIGHT
The Rotary Club of Medway Sunlight, one of six
Rotary Clubs in the Medway area, is the only one of
the six which meets for breakfast. We meet every
Thursday morning from 7.30 for an hour, at St Mary’s
Island Community Centre. Potential new members or
anyone who wishes to learn more about what we do to
help make a difference in the community is welcome
to join us for a breakfast meeting. Ring Jane 07932
397016 or see our website at
www.medwaysunlightrotary.org.uk.

Each May, we organise a Dragon Boat race at
Chatham Maritime, raising money for Rotary charities
and in particular the “Children’s Hospice Holidays™, a
four-day EuroDisney holiday for very sick children
from Demelza and Ellenor Hospices to experience
together with their families and their Hospice Carer or
Nurse. In 2016, the Dragon Boat event raised over
£12.000 for charity.

The Dragon Boat race is held within Chatham
Maritime’s Food and Drink Festival. Entry to the
festival and to watch all the exciting Dragon Boat
races is free. The Festival runs this year from Saturday
27th to Monday 29th May, with the Dragon Boat
racing taking place on Sunday 28th May.

Linked to the Race, we hold the “Dragon Draw™, a
large lottery with some fantastic prizes which is drawn
on the day of the Dragon Boat Race. This year, prizes
include a family watersports experience, a bespoke
garden sundial, tours of a local craft distillery or a
brewery and many more great prizes. Draw tickets are
available locally now or at the Festival or ring Wendy
on 07816 159668 to find out how to buy tickets for a
chance to win a great prize.

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

TAURUS LOCKS MEDWAY 24 HOUR | |Boarding CATNAp
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER Cattery
PLUMBING Located in an area of I /

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) Leaks—Bursts—-Ball Valves| outstanding natural =
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry g beauty o
Domestic and Commercial Work Taps Re‘pa!red! Replaced : R F | \:j‘&
Al Locks Fitted. Repaired Upgraded Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages| |OwnerFAStrained &) H |
Rai ocks Fitted, Repaired Lpgrade N J bT S " Built to FAB specifications

ainham Based % 0 JOD 100 oma Individual luxury heated chalets
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates FAST, AFFORDABLE, Larger pens available to accommodate
[O.AF. Discounts RELIABLE up to four cats from the same household

Viewing welcome, by appointment only pieasa
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276006
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

e LINDS A

* MULCH

+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS
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TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

% For all your Plumbing Services @
Reg No. HELP is on its way
*%  UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
/sﬁfé POWER FLUSHING

“%en LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ele.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses

Beginners May9 July 11 Aug22 Sept26
Improvers May 11 July 13 Aug24 Sept 28

Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmare, Gillingham,
Kent. MES 0SN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mabile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY =

DECORATING +« PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE » FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR |y Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
d Renovat
Renovations Lic

01634 389675
www.hprenovations.co.uk

07721 365 630
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair Lo

BB Property Services
Painting & Decorating, Plumbing,

Carpentry, Plastering and Tiling
Call Barry Baker on

07849 418 868

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

Chimney Sweep
Log Burners Cleaned & Serviced
Certificate Issued
Full Brush & Vac
Logs for Sale - Open Fires
Steven Smith (Smudge)
Mobile 07807 494167

A Clean Chimney is a Safe Chimney

Rainham Community Orchard

Apple Juice for Sale
We have over 2500 litre bottles for sale at £3.00 a bottle
in Davey the Butcher, 189 Station Road, Rainham
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham and
Berengrave Service Station, Lower Rainham Road.
For more details see www.thenet.uk.net

PERSONAL TRAINER AMB Fitness

All equipment provided.1:1 and small group sessions

www.ambfitness.co.uk ambfitness@yahoo.com

Get active, Stay active!
Friendly, Professional Personal Training
For all ages and abilities.

Mobile personal training, Tailored programs,

Contact Adam on 07543 014034
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May 19th — UpARA Upchurch Active Retirement
Association, Village Walk, 10.00am (seel2th May).

May 19th - Hempstara Whist, 1.30pm start Scout Hall,
Dukes Meadow Drive, whist players of All abilities
welcome, a partner not required, details 01634 231664

May 19th — Organ Recital with Barry Kemp, St Thomas
of Canterbury Church, Rainham, 7.30pm Adm £10 in
aid of Organ Repair Fund. Unwaged and under 25 Free.

May 19th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland
Avenue, Gillingham, 8.00pm, Christian Brewer/
Damon Brown Quintet, Admission £12, Enquiries
01634 365352 or 07544 312743

May 20th - Rainham Historical Society Cambridge
Excursion - Pick-up: Lukehurst/High Street, Rainham
8.00am & Barnsole Road at 8.15am, Cost £18 contact
Val Ware 01634 366276 for tickets and details

May 20th, Rainham South meet your local councillor at
3:16 Cafe Parkwood, 10.00am - 12 noon. No
appointment necessary.

May 20th - Art and Craft Fair, 12noon - 2.30pm, St
Augustine Church Hall, Top of Rock Avenue,
Gillingham ME75PW. Free Admission. Stalls £5 in
advance, £7 on day if available contact (11634 849818

May 20th - “Joining Voices™” — Medway choirs together in
profits to Friends of Wisdom Hospice 7.00pm, Mid
Kent College Theatre, Gillingham ME7 1FN. Tickets
E10 07816 159668 or email JVticketsiwoutlook.com

May 20th - Wigmore Voices (formerly Wigmore MADS)
present 'As Long as 1 Have Music', 8.00pm, St
Matthews Community Centre, Wigmore. Tickets from
Sue 01634 370639, £7 adult, £6 concessions

May 20th - May Day Event, Bredhurst School All May
Kings and Queens from past years are invited. For more
information email tracey@kitchenculturekent.com

May 20th - Summer Serenade Concert, Christine Hubbard
returns to St. Mary Magdalene Church Gill, 7.00pm,
tickets £8 each gillinghamparishchurch{@gmail.com
Parish Office 01634 853459 or Hilda 01634 932135,

May 20th - Quiz Evening, 7.30pm start, Carmel Hall,
Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1JB, £5 pp BYO
Drinks/Food/Nibbles/Glasses, Tables of 6 to 8, Net
proceeds for Church of Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Sittingbourne and Kent Air Ambulance Enquiries
Mike 01634 360906 email mikew16{@ blueyonder.co.uk

COMPUTERS
REPAIRED
IN YOUR HOME

VirusMalware removal

PC repairs and Upgrades
Speed up your PC!

Stuart
Over 22 years' experience "3
01634 328328 C
07870 641823 N )

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE
01634 329029 or
07803 434929

May 2 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, Teynham, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 8.5 miles / 13.7 km, finish
2.45pm, Meet front of Dover Castle Inn (20 London
Road, ME9 9QS, TQ954623) on the A2. Contact:
GeolT. geolf.rambler@me.com

May 21st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941 965272 Gore
Court Cricket Ground A2 / Key Street GR 887642
MEI10 IPR, 6 mile undulating walk with some slopes
but no hills. 1Stile. Steps can be avoided. No toilets.
Walk via Bobbing Church & Chestnut Street, No Dogs

May 21st - Hempstead Village Fayre, Playing Field,
Harrow Road, behind the Flying Saucer Pub, 11.30am,
All welcome, Vintage Vehicles, arena events, games,
plenty to entertain all the family. Free entry for all.

May 22nd — Monday Hub, (see 8th May).

May 22nd - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 8th May).

May 23rd — UpARA Upchurch Active Retirement
Association, Coffee Morning, Upchurch Village Hall,
9.30am, Members £1, Guests £2, (see 12th May).

May 25th - Hempstead Leisure Club, to be arranged
(seel 1th May).

May 25th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Social (11th May).

May 25th - Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, Rainham, All welcome, more details from
Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

May 26th - Medway Geographical Society, Holy Trinity
Church, Twydall Lane, MES 6 TN Plenty of parking
available, 7.30 — 9.00pm, AGM followed by Holiday
Memories, Everyone welcome, please come on the
evening or ring Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

May 27th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 13th May).

May 28th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Yalding, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 7 miles / 11.3 km, end 2.00pm,
Park in village and meet by the war memorial ME18
6JA, TQ699502 Bring picnic lunch Pub at end with
lunches Ade, 01634 306405, adeballard(@yahoo.co.uk

May 28th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet David Gaul 07719 382284 Leysdown, Shellness
Road, Tea Hut GR044697 MEI2 4RJ 7.5 mile walk to
Harty Church. 3 Stiles, Finish 2.30pm, No Dogs

May 28th - Dragon Boat Race, Medway Sunlight Rotary,
Basin Two, Chatham Maritime. Food and Drink
Festival in the same area! 07930 826382 or email

jane.loder@jlo-hrsupport.co.uk

@CERFACE:

FOR TILES
WE'VE GOT IT!

n Supply & Fit Service n
Showraom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 5XR
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK
Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours

11



Faec
P
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

9? Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care
Foot Health Professional

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ponk ;‘ ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
= Y NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

TRADING Your Local Reliable Contractor
APPINES James Zammit Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

01634 372411
11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS
Domestic Installer

Wit (2

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial - Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

& Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

Andy Shepherd  {EEACR. .

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

TRUST Kitchens
MARK ~ Bedrooms Fair Tratter
T Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com
Telephone: 01634 230261 HLo!»'J g:lomgn:ds
Est. 1982

Mobile: 079 0550 7338

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

s

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway 101634) 376555

solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
55 law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £100.00 plus VAT
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—Tfortnightfy.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service]
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May 28th - Cats Protection Bredhurst Adoption Centre,
Spring Fair, Matts Hill Road ME9 TXA 11.00am —
4.00pm, Entrance 50p, free parking nearby. Details
Cats Protection 01634 232471,

May 30th - Beginners Birdwatching, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 3.00pm, No experience necessary
Please bring your own binoculars. £10 per person (£5
concessions) Booking essential 01634 337432,

May 30th - Orienteering Family Fun, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon Suitable for groups,
families and individuals £3 pp book 01634 338191

May 31st - Mud Faces, Capstone Farm Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon. Suitable for the whole family, £3
per person, Booking essential 01634 338191

May 31st - Gillingham Horticultural Society, AGM,
7.30pm, United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, 7.15pm light refreshments available.

June Ist - Medway Ramblers Evening walk 7.00pm,
Leisurely circular walk 4 miles / 6.4 km finish 9.15pm
Meet and park near the Yew Tree Public House
Sandling MEI14 3DB, TQ757584, 4 stiles Contact: Len,
01634 319391, lenbeadlef@ blueyonder.co.uk

June 1st - Big Bug Hunt, Riverside Country Park,10.00am
~ 12noon or 1.00 —3.00pm, Pond Dipping and Sweep
Netting, suitable for all family, children must be
accompanied by an adult, £3 pp book 01634 337432

June Ist - Wigmore Thursday Club, The Wildlife &
Estuaries of North Kent, Alan Jarrett, (seel 1th May).

June Ist - Hempstead Leisure Club, whist, board games,
tea and chat (see 11th May)

June 2nd — UpARA Village Walk, 10am (see 12th May).

June 4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet John Trebill 01634 244045 Snodland Station car
park, Fee £1 GR 707619 for 6.5 mile walk. No Dogs

June 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 7.5 miles / 12.1 km finish 2.15pm the
walk begins at the village green in Weald Village - .
TN14 6PY, TQ526508 up to 20 stiles . Contact: Len,
01634 319391, lenbeadlef@ blueyonder.co.uk

June 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Strenuous
circular walk 18 miles /29 km finish 7.45pm Park &
Meet in the car park of Faversham Railway Station.
Bring picnic Contact: Geoft, geolT.rambler@me.com

June 4th - Volunteer Conservation Day, Capstone Farm
Country Park, (see 7th May).

June 5th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 8th May).

June 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Growing Dahlias - Darren Everest, Rainham Cricket
Club, Berengrave Lane, New members welcome, ring
366276 for details.

June 6th - GHS Floral Art Group, Workshop 2 — Basic
shape — Hogarth Curve (candlestick/bottle), (16th May).

June 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 8 miles / 12.9 km finish 2.30pm Meet
outside church in St Nicholas-at-Wade. No stiles, hills
or mud. Bring snacks Contact: Graham, 07989 753278,
graham.jenkinson(@blueyonder.co.uk

June 8th - Wigmore Thursday Club, My Friend Fred and
“You did What!” Ley Liberson, (seel 1th May).

June 9th - UpARA Monthly Meeting, Village Hall,
2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, (seel2th May).

June 9th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Members Evening, The North Kent Marshes
DVD, Visitors welcome (small charge) (seel2th May).

June 10th - Summer Fair, St Paul’s Church, Parkwood,
Rainham, 1.00 — 4.00pm, Fun for all the family

June 14th — 17th - The Kentish Players ‘Dirty Rotten
Scoundrels® 7.30pm, Central Theatre, Chatham Tickets,
Wed & Thurs £14.50, cons £12.50, Fri & Sat £16.50,
01634 338338 or www.medwayticketlive.co.uk

June 24th - Meredale Independent School Summer Fayre,
12noon to hire a pitch or details call 07803 584223 or
email fom(@meredaleindependent.com

June 24th - Greggstival 2017, Fun Day Out for all the
Family, 1.00 — 7.00pm, Lower Hartlip Road, £2 Adults,
under 12 free, stalls 07977 685497, £15 pay in advance
Details view and ‘like’ Facebook page

June 24th - St Peter's, Bredhurst Summer Fete, 2.00 -
4.30pm field behind the village hall Refreshments, craft
and all the usual fete activities. Entry 50p, children free.

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self Assessment - Limited Companies
Trusts « Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax
Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

BUILDING
AINTEN

864346

07931
Exterior
Painting & Decorating

All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Shelving — Cupboards — Wardrobes
Custom made. Free quotes. Fair Prices
Malcolm 07917 364832
malcolmben(@hotmail.co.uk

REFLEXOLOGY, INDIAN HEAD
massage, warm bamboo massage.

Jo Marvell MAR 07702 651 931

“A Dockyard Matey Makes Good"
Life & humorous times in the
Dockyard. Rob. Smith's memoirs is
available from Sunburst Books Station
Road. Rainham. £12.

Large Ground Floor Office To Let
Rainham High St. Tel: 07506 314 303
email: pdgi@hotmail.co.uk

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Davey the
Butcher, 189 Station Road: Berengrave
Service Station or from the orchard 10-
12 am Tues & Thurs. For more
information see the orchard page on
www.thenet.uk.net

INSTANT CASH! [ buy scrap gold,
fine jewellery and luxury watches.
Call Jeff 07738 00 24 20

S W GARDENING SERVICES.

All year round gardener - grass cutting,
hedge trimming, pruning, digging,
general garden maintenance, Please
call 07432 020557.

LUMBERJACK TREE SERVICES
All tree works and removals
professionally undertaken. All
enquiries call 07584 212520 or email
andrewwoodrow(@hotmail.co.uk
STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641

GARDENING / DIY HANDYMAN
All aspects of garden maintenance &
DIY carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Public liability
insurance and DBS clearance. Call
Martin for a no obligation gquote on
07799 265299 or 01634 376477,

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed. mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 179234 76573
John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648

LARGE GARAGE/UNIT NEEDED
for hobby car 07752 539670

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

New Shine OVEN CLEANI
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures 01634
613871 /07736 278509

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,

RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Leamn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility&
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www.freed-om.co.uk

W.J Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare(@outlook.com.

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. (01634 387824

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 /0796 3842 503
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis, sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749

Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.

NG

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m* (=250 logs), Yoam® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

Cily & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefterys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053,
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315 /07766 980 732

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. I you have a problem

Jjust give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is fice.

Phone Michael on 01634 816093,
PAINTING SOLUTIONS.

All painting outdoors, indoors and any
small jobs. Also Garden Maintenance
Tidy and reliable. Call Ayman on
07547 608 779 or 01634 353021
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FREE - EPIDIASCOPL,
Phone 01634 230324 lor details

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings,
Facilities for the Disabled.

Aftractive Setting - Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
ACTION FORUM COPY DATES
Download and print the free 2017
Action Forum Year Planner from
www,thenet.uk.net. It shows all the
copy and publication dates for 2017,

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

(7434 672418,

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles,
UPWVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly

work please see our websile
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome, Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
STMATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10,30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077,
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, {encing.
Patios, decking, design & build available,
01634 364985 07930 183466.
VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley On 01634 231341 or
mobile 07957 884 335,

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

= Member of Gas Safety Register

= All Boiler Servieing &
Maintenance undertaken,
Mew Systems Fitted

* Landlord Gas Safety Reports

* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

'Window Fix Direct|
Do you have windows

a e

| ro e I
501634 789025 /07950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

I B e

meetings including children's and youth 8

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

» Local Family Business
+» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
* Free demonstrations

« After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

Tel 01634306692 A

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RES Quelifiad
LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham ME8 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters,

GDA™ Fa Trter
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsd4you.co.uk
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JOFHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, VHS plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS

We also stock local history books
MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
o Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est 1971 G
Plumbing & /Stfe bk
Heating Chris Hallett e

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For o ssimats wesrone 01634 375069

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”
& NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
HOGW(EJOI? Electrlcal Kitchen design and fitting
xiraki% ts, Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors - S—
fu:;gcb(?a?'as _'__ Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. somesme 7
& full rewires emesTc Q Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

kiadiisasliio QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W: www.crystalcurtains co.uk

@ Plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822 Ko
Fair Trader \iop: 07897 498189 e
Free Surveys & Quotes

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY

Kent MES BAR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeval Directors
A private family owned and run business

s Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4Q4J Parkwood

Car parking available

iy
s

» Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

Kent MES 9PW
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