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Locomotive No 73088, one of twelve BR Standard 4-6-0 engines built in the 1950s which
from 1955 to 1959 pulled express trains serving the Kent Coast, in front of Wakeley's
QOasthouse which was converted to a Community Centre in the early 1970s. See page 3

lorna elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES
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Editorial

When the sun is shining, despite it still only being
February, it really feels that spring is in the air. If I get
outside and feel the mild breeze and gentle sun on my
face then I certainly feel a whole lot better and no
matter what is going on in the News headlines I can
believe that ‘all’s right with the world”. An illusion no
doubt but a good feeling that can improve my mood
for the whole day. Walking is good - it need not be at
race speed - even a gentle stroll rejuvenates your body.
The nanny state recommends that we take at least 30
minutes of exercise a day. It doesn’t sound much but if
you are timing it thirty minutes can seem very long
time. However if | have a purpose in mind, usually for
me a walk to get the daily paper, it combines the two
activities and I have a very satistying feeling of
wellbeing (and rosy cheeks) while I reward myself
with a cup of tea when I return.

My walk often takes me half'a mile up our very
narrow country lane to the Moto Service Station. |
collect the litter as I go. During the last week I have
amassed a total of eleven large carrier bags full. Much
is easily recyclable drink cans, plastic or glass bottles,
cigarette packets and the occasional newspaper but
crisp packets, take away food cartons and also the odd
car part also feature. Admittedly this is the time of
year 1o find most litter, the undergrowth has died back
to a minimum and the bushes are bare of leaves so
long buried items creep to the surface. Often a newly
dropped brightly coloured sweet wrapper or cola can
attract me to a spot and I then discover a cache of
several other items nearby cunningly disguised in the
undergrowth. It is sensible therefore to capitalise on
the success of the ‘Clean for the Queen’ campaign in
Spring 2016 again at this time of year. So we have the
*Great British Spring Clean’. Over the weekend of 3rd
— 5th March (or at some other time in the month if that
is not convenient) it is hoped “to bring together people
from across the country to clear up the litter that
blights our towns, villages, countryside and coastline’.
Large high profile group clean ups will be organised
but it is equally useful il you undertake to clear a
small area near where you live. To find out more and
to register a group activity see the website
www.greatbritishspringelean .org.uk

I am delighted to announce that once again we are able
to donate the money we save by the generous help of
our volunteer distributors of Action Forum to three
organisations. £2000 will go to each of the following:

St Margaret’s Church, Rainham; the Parish of South
Gillingham and the charity *Tools for a Mission” (who
refurbish and then donate unwanted tools and sewing
machines to Africa) to use as they think most useful at
this time. This brings the total we have given away
since we returned to volunteer distribution in
September 2000 to £55,550. Thank you very much to
all who help each month, it is much appreciated by
those who receive Action Forum through their
letterbox and has the added bonus of giving a really
great contribution to charity.

Enjoy the spring air, relish in the sunny days (when
we have them) and we will be with you again in April.
Have a good month,

Correspondence

BREDHURST & DISTRICT WORKING MEN'S
CLUB AND INSTITUTE
Dear Editor,

1 would be interested to know if any readers have
recollections or knowledge of the Bredhurst and
District Working Men's Club and Institute circa 1939
when the Secretary was M Akhurst.

Yours sincerely
Barrie Peters
Email barrie.peters(@icloud.com
SUPPORT THE HARROW, STOCKBURY
Dear Editor,

Please help us raise awareness of our Support The
Harrow campaign! Pubs up and down the country are
closing at an alarming rate and our local pub, The
Harrow, Stockbury, is the latest victim. Since having
the pub listed as an Asset of Community Value in
2016 we have been toiling hard to purchase our pub
from Shepherd Neame. Our deadline is March 31st to
raise the £310,000 needed! So far we have had
excellent support from the local community and have
raised half this amount and have over 90 investors.
This is the last Public House in the village and is over
200 years old. What a shame it would be to lose such a
piece of village history!

We would like to thank everyone who has joined the
Support The Harrow movement so far and ask anyone
else interested in helping to email
stockburypubt@igmail.com

Yours sincerely

Jamie Stone (Pub Campaigner )
CHOIR CONCERT
Dear Editor

The Parish of South Gillingham will be holding a
concert performed by Kent Police Male Voice Choir
on Saturday March 25th at 7.30pm in St. Matthew's
Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore. It will'be a
programme of light music including traditional male
voice choir songs, spirituals and songs from musicals.
Tickets are £10 including light refreshments and are
available from Wendy Keast 01634 230325.

Yours sincerely
Wendy Keast

'LADIES - DO STRONG VIRILE MEN
INTEREST YOU?'

This was a heading in Action Forum in May 1973, to
promote interest in the forthcoming 'Rainham
Spectacular', whose many attractions included 'A
whole afternoon's open Tug of War competition under
A.ALA. laws for the Evening Post Cup.’

The first Rainham Spectacular had taken place the
previous year, with the aim of raising funds for
converting the oasthouse by Rainham Station into a
new Community and Youth Centre. Similar events
were held in Cozenton Park each year throughout the
1970s. The programme for 1973 included naval gun
teams, sky divers, miniature train rides, a dog show, a
steam organ, a gymnastic display, vintage cars and a
traction engine as well as stalls and sideshows run by
more than fifty local organisations. Music and
refreshments were available throughout the afternoon,
of course. All this for the princely sum of 15p, or 10p
if tickets were bought in advance. Children under ten
entered free if accompanied by an adult. The weather
cooperated, with blazing sunshine all day, and it was
estimated that the numbers attending were 'nearly
20,000" (as reported on the [ront page of June’s edition
of Action Forum or 'over 15,000° (quoted in the
Editorial of the same issue). It was definitely a lot! As
a result £1200 was raised for the Community Centre,
and a similar amount for other organisations.

The Rainham & Wigmore Community Association,
which owns the oasthouse. was formed in 1968 at a
time when Rainham was expanding rapidly. Many of
the newcomers found local facilities for educational
and recreational activities were few, and the
association was formed to help the local civic
authorities provide them. Today the Community
Centre is run solely by the Association, which relies
on income from groups using the building, donations
and volunteers. It is not funded by Medway Council or
any commercial business. Major refurbishment has
taken place since February 2015, and I had the chance
to visit this amazing building recently when a
Christmas Fair was held in early December, and saw
the vast range of rooms it has to offer potential users.
For more information ring 07717 624342 or email
bookings@oastcentre.org

But who remembers the building when it was the
home of "Wakeley Bros. (Rainham, Kent) Ltd.,
agricultural merchants. (Tel. Rainham 81207)7 Kelly's
Directory for 1926 lists the occupiers of the oasthouse

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVYC windows & doors
Misted units replaced
Family run independent company e ey
For advice and a very competitive quote call

Which?

Tesred s

01634 363881 o 07973 860369 ™ ™

www.salmonwindows.co.uk

by the station, next to the cottages known as Platform
Row, as 'Wakeley Brothers Ltd. Farmers, fruit
growers, agricultural merchants (Tele. No.7), while
the corresponding entry for 1908 gives "Wakeley
Brothers Limited, farmers, corn factors and brick
merchants'.

Can anyone supply a date when the oast was built?

Or name the builders? It is thought that construction
probably took place during the 1890s: its outline
appears on the 1908 Ordnance Survey map. Did any
of your fathers, grandfathers or greatgrandfathers
work there? If you have any information please ring
01634 230324 or email rdellar283(@gmail.com
RAD

COMMUNITY CHEST PROJECT

Rotary Club of Medway

Applications are invited from local charities, groups
and projects in the Medway area to bid for sums of
money up to £250. Charities that have benefitted
previously include Hospital Radio Medway, Youth
Groups, Dance Studios and Women’s Institutes.
Any charity or group wishing to apply this year can
download an application form from
www.medwayrotary.org.uk - a printed copy is
available by ringing Tony Rix 01622 541975.

To qualify for a grant the applicant should: be non-

profit making (if possible a charity or attached to one);

have a bank account in the name of the group; request

for a specific item such as equipment or a trip. It
cannot be an addition to a larger fund but can be a
distinct part of a larger project.

The minimum funding is £50, maximum £250 per
grant. Closing date for applications is April 3rd 2017,
completed forms should be emailed to
info@medwayrotary.org.uk

Successful applicants will be invited to send a
representative to the Rotary Evening meeting on
June 6th to receive the award.

GO mors B SERVCNG <7 DIAGNOSTICS
@ e RePmms 3 AIRCON

Home Help Service | 7
AtHome Out & About ' =
« Housework o Visiting the shops Take Core
« Respite sifting ~ ® Supportto Caring For Your Indepandence
» Well-being visits  @ppointments. Please call us on:
 Gardening/ o;:ompqmonshlp | 0‘|6e§4 3]682]

Handyman or oungs ed www takecarettd.co.uk

sent the "*‘”’3 I 3 ,'I Assistants CRB checked,
L arol, she could have lpeen FM[\Ij insured & referenced.
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Diary 2017

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
afferthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MEB 8PP

Diary Copy Date: March 21st 2017

February 26th - Newington Table Top and Indoor Boot
Fair, 10am-3pm, Village Hall, Refreshments and hot
food available, details 01795 844949 or 07871 934848,

February 27th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm,
St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham,
new members welcome, details 01634 230500

March 1st —31st - Art Exhibition, Paintings by Local
Artists, Clive Bass, John Gilson & Ron Wiseman on
show & for Sale in Rainham Library, Birling Avenue,

March 2nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, Royal Visits to Kent,
Colin Breed, for over 50s 01634 234712 for details.

March 2nd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
games, tea and chat. Village Hall behind All Saints
Church 2.00 - 4.00pm. New members always welcome,
phone 07583 343782

March 3rd — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

March 3rd - Women's World Day of Prayer, 2.00pm, St
Margaret’s Church, High Street, Rainham, Service
theme “Am | Being Unfair to You?' For more
information please see the website www.wwdp.org.uk

March 3rd - Hempstara Whist Afternoon, Scout Hall
Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead, 1.30pm, players of
all abilities welcome. A partner is not required for
details please ring Eunice on 01634 231664,

March 3rd - Games Afiernoon, Lower Halstow Memorial
Hall, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Games include whist, rummykub,
euchre, scrabble and most card or board games, £1.50
includes Cup of Tea. biscuits and very warm welcome.

March 4th - Charity Folk Night, Local Singer/Songwriter
Jonica Love & friends in aid of Tear Fund, 7.30pm St.
Mark's Church, Gill, £5 at the door, (1634 570489

March 4th - Bloodwise Charity Quiz, 7.30pm, Parkwood
Community Centre, Rainham, Tickets £5 - Teams of 6,
To Book a Table ring Dot 01634 864642

March 4th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30 — 10pm.
New and experienced dancers welcome, with or without
a partner, for more information ring 366189 or 388546.

March 5th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Meet at the Visitors
Centre, Details ring 01634 337432

March 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Brian Gevaux (11634 235883, Lower Halstow,
Lapwing Drive ME9 7DZ GR 098655 for 5 mile
mainly flat walk across fields, figure of eight including
Newington. Could be muddy. 1 Stile, Dogs allowed

March 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.15am, 9.5
miles/15.3 km - Moderate circular walk finish 3.30pm
meet in Kemsing Car Park, Sevenoaks (nearly opp Bell
PH - free parking and toilets TN15 6PP TQS555585 for a
circular wal . Picnic lunch Rising Sun, Cotsman Ash,
no food only hot and cold drinks. Del, 11322 525296

March 6th — Monday Hub, 10.00am - 12.30pm, St Paul's
Church, Parkwood, MER 9PN, Board games, Table
Tennis, use of Laptop and much more, Free light
refreshments, phone Jill on 01634 230750.

March 6th - Medway Towns Bridge Club, Sociable
duplicate Bridge every Mon, Tues and Fri, 7.30pm
start, St. Luke's Methodist Church Hall, City Way,
Rochester, Table money £3.50 guests, £2.50 members
(£10 to join) usually find a partner for you on a Mon,
01634 375706, www.bridgewebs.com/medwaytowns

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wcrip marnp
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

Happy Hounds
Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gillard W

Interior & Exterior

Decorator
# Plastering # Tiling

reg. 206985

Gas salety checks

Mobile: 07834 851 004

A.C. Domestics

Landlord certilicates.

Established 30 years JEDACE Tep et and PR PASCIA o
NO JOB TOO SMALL wstallation of gas central -
FREE ESTIMATES heating, boilers, lires, sas and - PHLE REPA'R SERWC-E
1 | L L L e For a prompt reliable service
Tel: (01634) 320846 SRR 01634 710539

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
+ TILED ROOFING
+ FLAT ROOFING

07884 180595

enquiries@a1-roofing-services.co.uk
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March 7th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gill, 7.30pm, St
Patrick’s Day” — petite and miniature arrangements
New members welcome, first visit free, no experience
needed, 01634 232998 or kayebuss(@ btinternet.com

March 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Oast House
Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30pm, Commercial
Rose Growing — Peter Cox, New members welcome,
details from 01634 366276

March 8th - East Medway U3A, lan Porter a local author
will be talking about The Titanic, what happened after
the ship went down. 2.00pm Rainham Mark Social
Club, Cost £2. Phone 07895 890635 for further details.

March 8th - The Medway League of Friends AGM,
7.30pm, Oliver Fisher Seminar Room, Level 4 Green
Zone Medway Maritime Hospital

March 8th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Hempstead
Village Hall, 8.00pm, Fund Raising, for details contact
Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

March 9th - Wigmore Thursday Club, another visit from
Mel Rees, (see 2nd March)

March 9th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Speaker “About
Ramadan” (see 2nd March)

March 9.10.11.16.17.18. - The Hound of the Baskervilles
a gloriously funny adaptation by Steven Canny & John
Nicholson, 8pm, Oasthouse Theatre, Box Office 0844
8793224 or on-line (@ www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

March 9th - Chatham Historical Society, Lampard Centre,
Sally Port, Brompton ME7 5BU. 7:15pm. Temple
Manor and the Knights Templar - a talk by Len Feist
For details see www.chathamhistoricalsoc.btek.co.uk

March 10th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Primary School ME7 5XX, 7.15pm,
Pocahontas - Christopher Bull, Visitors welcome (small
charge) details Val Barrand 07947 583327 email
lupusrufus@sky.com or see www.grlhs. weebly.com

March 10th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland
Avenue, Gillingham, 8.30pm, Derck Nash Band with
guest vocalist Noel McCalla tribute to Stevie Wonder.
Entry £12, Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743

March 11th - RAMASES AGM followed by the Peggy
Dewey Memorial lecture given by John Dewey,
Newington Village Hall, 2.30pm, £8 for guests in
advance £9 on the day. For more information contact
annette.crowder65@/ gmail.com or 07476 636803,

March 11th - Applause Rural Touring Theatre, The Black
Feathers, Bredhurst Village Hall, 7.30pm, bar and light

refreshments provided. Tickets £10 from Ann Keeble,
01634 361263, all proceeds to the village hall.

March 1 1th - Quiz Night, Lower Halstow Memorial Hall,
7.00 for 7.30pm. £5 per person with teams of 6 or
under. Please bring your own Supper and Beverage.

March 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Anne Bond / Pat Wells 07778 302866 or 07804
837155 Maidstone, Armstrong Road South Park Car
park ME15 6AZ GR 764543for a 5 mile walk via
Boughton Monchelsea & Loose Valley. Varied terrain.
Some stiles. May be muddy if wet. No Dogs

March 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 12.5
miles/20.1 km - Strenuous circular walk finishes 4.45
approx. Park in Ightham Mote (National Trust) car park
(top end). Fee non NT £2 TN15 ONT, TQS583534 walk
towards Basted and Platt. Bring picnic for midway
Some stiles and hills, could be muddy if wet. Contact:
John, 07749 760788, billingsjcia blueyonder.co.uk

March 12th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, learn about the
country park’s management and meet new people. Meet
Volunteers block near Orchard Car Park, 01634 338191

March 13th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 27th Feb)

March 13th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES 9PN,
7.30pm, Organist - Matthew Bason, details ring Brian
Leonard 01634 234694

March 13th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets 2nd
Monday each month to help those still in employment
who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat,
ring Julie (01634 364309,

March 13th - Rainham Flower Club, St Matthews Church
Hall, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, Demonstration by
Mellissa Sheldrake “The Language of Flowers™
7.30pm, see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring any
01634 864572 / 01634 863034 / 01622 884478

March 14th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way, MES 0BX
Workshop Evening - Demonstrations and advice on
how to look after your fuchsias and pelargoniums, New
members and visitors welcome, 01634 852519

March 14th - Medway Antique & Collectors” Club,
8.00pm, St. George Hotel, New Road, Chatham.
Stained Glass of Canterbury Cathedral, New members
welcome, ring 01634 851512 or simply just tum up

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat Top-qualily frienc
Systems Installed presc

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

FREE TRIAL [+
SESSION!

Mausieal Bumps

e Extra TV /SKY Points Mew classes now running in Lﬁ;ﬂi?ﬂ} § new catter\f fully compliant

e TV Wall Mounting WIGMORE and ROCHESTER wnh_ad ldnew legislation. FAB accredited care
= 5 rovided.

e TV& Appllances%et Contact Emma Davis for details: aiewings welcomed by appointment.
Up 07484 183424 Contact: Nichola

emma.davis@musica

www.musicalbumps.com

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

music classes for

ildren

lbumps.com Telephone: 01634 235032
Email; info@whiskerslodge.comy
‘Web: www.whiskerslodge.com




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

E Mail: adminf@jadaccountants.co.uk
www jadaccountants.co.uk

+  Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, : 'I';:"
Kent MER 7EG y &
Tel: 01634 375222 *  Book-keeping
Fax: 01634 371318 + Payroll

= Audit

Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com  ccel

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts -

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MER 7RU

www.salter-mclean.co.uk
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CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS
Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

MNon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !l
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

v BOOKINgs Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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BEEKEEPING COURSE

Ideal for potential beckeepers, those just interested
and anyone who cares about the environment.

No previous knowledge needed. The syllabus
follows that of the British Beekeepers™ Association
and is led by a qualified and experienced tutor from
Medway Beekeepers® Association The course will be
held from 10.00am to 12 noon on Saturdays for 10
weeks commencing April 1st 2017, at The Oast
House, Granary Close, Rainham. Further details
from Pat & Terry Clare on 01634 233748 or
patclare89@me.com

VOLUNTEER GUIDERS NEEDED

Can you spare 90 minutes a week?

If so, Girlguiding Rainham South are in need of
more adult helpers for two of their units.

2nd Rainham Guides aged 10-14 meet weekly
during term time on a Wednesday.

1st Rainham Brownies aged 7-10 meet weekly
during term time on a Tuesday.

They both provide a safe space for girls to have fun,
learn new skills and experiences.

Visit our website www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/ to find out more about
Girlguiding and how to become a volunteer or email
rainhamsouthde@gmail.com for more information.

OASTHOUSE THEATRE A gloriously barking
spoof... The Hound of the Baskervilles

by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's adapted by

Steven Canny & John Nicholson

March 9.10.11.16.17.18. Curtain up at 8.00pm.
The adaptation being staged at the Oasthouse
Theatre, Rainham is a gloriously funny makeover
packed full of the verbal and visual ingenuity. This
sublimely funny adaptation promises to have the
audience laughing from the start of the play until the
final curtain calls at the end of the evening!

Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 Visa.
www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MES 8BJ (Just off Station Rd)

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

JAZZ GIG
Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland Avenue,
Friday 10th March, 8.30pm
Derek Nash Band with his special guest vocalist

Noel McCalla in a tribute to Stevie Wonder.
Entry £12 Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743
This season sees the return of the ever popular multi
saxophonist Derek Nash from Jools Holland Rhythm

and Blues Orchestra and extrovert vocalist Noel
McCalla performing songs associated with the great
musical icon Stevie Wonder. It is a combination that
sold out last year, can the music be any better this
year? Come along and join the vibe!

APPLAUSE RURAL TOURING THEATRE
The Black Feathers, one guitar and two perfectly
paired voices combining elements of folk, alt-
country, roots and Americana.
Bredhurst Village Hall, Sat March 11th, 7.30pm,
Bar and light refreshments provided.
Tickets £10 from Ann Keeble, 01634 361263
All proceeds to the village hall.

MEDWAY ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS' CLUB
Why not join a friendly club with monthly
entertaining talks on Antiques and Collectables?
Second Tuesday of every month, 7.30 for 8.00pm
St. George Hotel, New Road, Chatham.
Tuesday, 14th March,

*Stained Glass of Canterbury Cathedral’

Some of the forthcoming talks:-

“My Miniature Ceramics™ “Hair, Hat Pins and Rats™
“Qil and Water Colour Paintings In Rochester
Museum” “Post Cards of the First World War*
“Richard Champion and his Bristol Porcelain™
“Mother of Pearl, its Production and Uses™ “Turner
Paintings” “History of Teddies and Other Bears™
“Uncovering the Treasures of Bruges™. “What You
Don’t Know About Buttons™ “Toy Collecting™
Memberships now open at £25
For further information ring 01634 851512
or simply just turn up

POPPIES

This year we would like to display and sell

handmade poppies at Hempstead Valley for the

British Legion Remembrance Day appeal. If 'you can

help make knitted, crocheted or material poppies

(pattern available) please contact Sandra Colyer

01634 362863 or email sandracolyer@hotmail.co.uk

We aim to increase the £17000+ total raised in 2016
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JANUARY

In late January | visited Romney Marsh and
Dungeness. Recent cold, wintry weather in eastern
Europe and Russia would have driven many birds to
this country because of its much less severe weather.

[ headed for the M20 via Bredhurst, just beyond
which, at the top of the Downs, [ passed, much to my
surprise and delight, four red legged partridges in a
field of winter wheat very close to the road. They were
as plain as four pike staffs and quite relaxed. They had
presumably been hatched in an incubator and were
destined to be sought out by a shooting party. | left the
M20 at Ashford and reached the edge of Romney
Marsh at the point where the road drops down to a
scene of dykes. sheep and sallow trees. During the
Second World War much ancient sheep pasture had to
be ploughed up for the growing of wheat and, today,
perhaps more than half of the agricultural land of the
Marsh is used for the growing of corn, potatoes,
cabbages, peas, maize and oil seed rape. T kept my
eyes open for any mute, whooper or Bewick swans
feeding on any of the above crops but, fortunately for
the farms concerned, I saw none. [ did however note
two flocks of lapwings searching for worms and other
invertebrates among grazing sheep. [ headed for
Dungeness which is the point of the “nose™ of the
marsh land that juts into the English Channel between
Rye and New Romney. It consists mainly of shingle
and is, indeed, one of the largest areas of shingle in the
world. It has the characteristics of a desert but this can
be misleading. It has a diverse wildlife of insects,
migrating birds, other animals and over 600 species of
plants. It is a National Nature Reserve. | headed, in
particular, for the new restaurant at the Romney,
Hythe and Dymchurch Railway terminus on the
Dungeness Estate near to the two atomic power
stations. From my table by one of the large picture
windows of the restaurant, I had a view of some of the
plants growing on the long established shingle ridges
of the Ness. They included gorse (in bloom), bramble,
wood sage and diminutive (or prostrate) forms of
blackthorn, broom and oak. It is the lack of nutrients
in the shingle that causes a tree or shrub. which has

managed 1o take root at Dungeness, to grow in a
stunted form. In addition, the strong south westerly
winds that blow unimpeded up the English Channel
until they hit the promontory have the effect of
shaping many plants there into a low and rounded
profile.

From my seat [ could also see the wooden cottages on
the Estate, which are now mostly owned by
weekenders, but some of which are still lived in by
fishing families. The latter cottages can usually be
identified by fishing nets laid out to dry and by
washing flapping horizontally in the wind. Lined up
and overlooking the sea were fishing boats and
shipping containers in which various items of shipping
gear are stored. As [ was eating my fish and chip lunch
I witnessed a train arriving, pulled by “Southern
Maid™, a third normal size 4-6-2 Pacific Class
locomotive built in 1927. I was delighted to watch the
station master eventually wave his green flag and blow
his whistle. The engine driver in turn blew the
engine’s own whistle and then the train moved slowly
out of the station in a cloud of rising steam. 1
exchanged waves with many of the departing
passengers: trains hauled by a steam locomotive do
tortunately create an atmosphere which allows
complete strangers to lose their inhibitions and wave
to each other. Lunch over, I moved on to the RSPB
Bird Reserve half way along the road from the Ness to
Lydd. Not unnaturally, the reserve consists largely of
shingle, but also includes fresh water pools, grasslands
and reed beds. The Visitor Centre overlooks Burrowes
Pit. the largest of the pools. Here one can sit, in
warmth and comfort, and watch the birds through
plate glass windows. Here I noted. among other
species, brent goose, cormorant, widgeon, teal, tutted
duck, shoveller, gadwall, pochard and shelduck. A
notice board listed the less common species that had
been seen at various hides and other places around the
two mile long, circular trail. including gold crest, fire
crest and tree sparrow. | decided to make a start
around the trail and see how I got on. The hides have
windows which, when opened, give bird watchers a
sharper view. But. when a cold, prevailing wind blows
through any open windows, the hides are like ice
boxes. 1 visited just two hides, from which I saw a

TAURUS LOCKS

K LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Boarding CATNAp
Cattery T
L te

n area of

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Mon-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Il Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
O.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

IPhone Brian 01634 351244
IMobile: 07775 423744

Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves| |cutstanding natura

beauty 3
/’J/.- r S
Owner FAB trained ‘CDHUR
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appaintment only please
www._catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 11634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk

Elspath, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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couple of golden eye, a goosander and a great white
cgret and then decided to call it a day. I am afraid that
['m getting soft in my old age! After a warm up in the
Centre and a coffee from the machine, [ bade farewell
to the staff and stepped outside. There in front of me
was a gaggle of bird watchers pointing binoculars and
telescopes at a feeding station. If there is one simple
and fairly obvious rule about birdwatching, it is to
keep a good watch on whatever other birdwatchers are
watching. And, sure enough, T had a very good view
of both a gold crest and a fire crest, two very small
birds, which I might have missed had the “birders™ not
been there. [ was determined not to overlook the tree
sparrows on Boulderwall Farm at the exit of the
Reserve. They too had attracted a crowd and | was
able to see them for myself. I found it gratifying, and a
little amusing, to watch some very humble sparrows
being intently observed through some very expensive
Zeiss and Swarovski binoculars and telescopes.

Joe Ennis

RAINHAM AT WAR in 1917

(Continued from January 2017)

In March news of more fatalities arrived with the
death of Lance-Corporal Thomas Russell aged 20 of
the East Kent Yeomanry from Station Road, killed in
the trenches of France while beating back a German
attack. Other fatalities included Bombardier Herbert
Webb aged 22 from Ivy Street, James Wall from
Station Road and George Crittenden aged 33 from
Broad Walk. In May John Ashby of the East Surrey
Regiment from Ivy Street was reported killed in action
in France. He had earlier served as a member of the
Rainham Volunteer Platoon. Later in June a bomb
killed Rainham resident Elizabeth Maxted during a
German air attack at Folkestone. Herbert Croucher
aged 19 of the Buffs from Milton Road (now Webster
Road) was killed in France and Bombardier Thomas
Holloway aged 24 of the RFA from Rainham High
Street died from spotted fever.

More news in August revealed the death of Private
Arthur Blundy from Lower Rainham aged 37 of the
Middlesex Regiment who was killed in action in
France. Private Maurice Naylor of the Buffs and from
London Road in Rainham was wounded while serving
in Iraq but died from the effects of the heat. Gunner
Ide Gooding was killed in action on October 3rd in
France while Captain Pitcher of the Artists and Rifles
Regiment who had previously worked as assistant

master at the Council School was wounded in the head
in France. After the war he received the Military
Medal.
In August an air raid over Rainham lasted for about
thirty minutes, two bombs were dropped and
exploded. but nobody was injured. This was a rare
occurrence in Rainham. Kent coastal towns suffered
much more and sustained many casualtics.
The death of the well-known and popular Lion Hotel
publican Phil Curling who died of pneumonia in
December turned out to be one of the greatest losses to
Rainham in 1917. Aged 47 and originally from
Faversham, he had been in the public eye for some
time, firstly as a well-known cyclist who had formed
the Rainham Cycle Club, a licensed victualler, a
promoter of sports meetings, an official at both
Rainham Cricket Club and Rainham Football Club
and a freemason. He also became a member of
Rainham Horticultural Society and had formed the
Rainham Gardeners Mutual Improvement Society. In
the war years he had spoken at recruiting meetings for
the Bufts and served as a special constable in the
village. He had spent time as a member of the parish
council and served as chairman of the Sittingbourne
and District Licensed Victuallers Association, In the
year before he died he organised a boxing tournament
for the Red Cross Hospital in Sittingbourne. His death
generated great sadness in Rainham as many residents
had great respect for him.
At the end of the year the parish council discussed
ploughing up the recreation ground and using it for
food production but opposition from the public
prevented this. News also arrived that girls and
Infant’s at the Church of England School gave their
Christmas subscription to the Blinded Soldiers and
Sailors Children’s Fund. The girls raised £4/2/0d
while the infants raised £3.
After a failed attempt of an allied breakthrough at
Ypres in July, a major offensive at Passchendale took
place in the autumn which also failed with heavy
casualties. Britain entered 1918 with the knowledge
that at least the USA had entered the conflict and the
hope that this might contribute to ending the conflict.
David Wood
ART EXHIBITION
Paintings by Local Artists, Clive Bass, John Gilson
& Ron Wiseman will be on show and For Sale in
Rainham Library, Birling Avenue, ME8 7LR
between 1st & 31st March 2017

*» TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

- STUMP GRINDING LINDS
- PLANTING A

+ MULCH
» FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER m,
For all your Plumbing Services @/
Rgg__r;o HELP is on its way
% UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
== LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to %pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment Planning, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.

For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY

Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses

Beginners May9 July 11 Aug22 Sept 26
Improvers May Il July 13 Aug24 Sept 28

Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR  Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
d Renovan
Renovations Ltc

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www hprenovations.co.uk
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair Trader

argo "9 Helping you plan for the future

]

tme lable
Contact Kelly Duke on Mobile: 07732 165 657
kelly@argolifeandlegacy.co.uk / www.argolifeandlegacy.co uk

Home appointments aval

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

Chimney Sweep

Log Burners Cleaned & Serviced
Certificate Issued
Full Brush & Vac
Logs for Sale - Open Fires
Steven Smith (Smudge)

Mobile 07807 494167
A Clean Chimney is a Safe Chimney

Rainham Community Orchard

Apple Juice for Sale
We have over 2500 litre bottles for sale at £3.00 a bottle
in Davey the Butcher, 189 Station Road, Rainham
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham and
Berengrave Service Station, Lower Rainham Road.
For more details see www.thenet.uk.net

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

Square or Landscape shape
£28 per month

£78 for 3 months
Email af@thenet.uk.net

Diary 2017

March 15th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Third Wednesday
every month, Village Hall, 7.30pm. Gordon Francis
‘Container Gardening with Vegetables®, Spring Show -
Judge: Gordon Chilmaid, Bring and Buy Produce Stall,
New members always welcome, Fee £1

March 15th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members welcome to
this cheerful group, just come or ring 01634 388912

March 16th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
games, tea and chat (see 2nd March)

March 16th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Birthday Tea with
entertainment from “The Spare Parts™, (see 2nd March)

March 16th - Rainham Women's Institute 1.45 - 4.00pm
Members Meeting, Wakeley Hall, Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham. Visitors welcome for small
entry charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details.

March 17th - Hempstara Whist Afternoon, (see 3rd Mar)

March 18th - Rainham South meet your local Councillor
at 3:16 Cafe Parkwood. 10.00am - 12 noon, No
appointment necessary.

March 18th - Rochester Choral Society Spring Concert,
7.00pm, Rochester Cathedral, Tickets: £15 (nave); £7
(restricted view); £5 (students) Book 01634 401049
oronline: www.rochesterchoral.co.uk/tickets

March 18th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 4th March)

March 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 6.5
miles/10.5 km - Leisurely circular walk finishes [.30pm
meet Lullingstone Park Visitor Centre Car Park £2.50
Toilets. DA4 0JFF, TQ526638 Route via River Darent,
Roman Villa, old deer park, chalk memorial and
Shoreham village, some hills. Refreshments in
Shoreham. Picnic break, Heather, 07887 750881

March 19th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Carole Shepherd 07581 409277 Blackheath A2
Shooters Hill Road parallel one way slip road on left
before traffic lights and petrol station, SE3 7BD GR. TQ
402768 4 mile Greenwich Park & River Thames
waterside walk. Can visit museums, indoor market, 15
mins walk to the start at Blackheath Gate, No Dogs.

March 20th — Monday Hub, (see 6th March)

March 20th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood, 7.30pm, Speaker Sue
Duckworth "Stained Glass at Canterbury”, All
welcome, ring 01634 360797 or just come along.

COMPUTERS
REPAIRED
IN YOUR HOME

Virus/Malware removal
PC repairs and Upgrades
Speed up your PC!

Stuart;
Over 22 years' experience
01634 328328 <
07870 641823 ) )

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

March 20th - Wigmore WI 7.30 - 9.30pm, St Matthew's
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore. Anyone
interested ring 01634 372976 or 01634 268611

March 21st - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45 pm £3.50.
Birds of Kent — Brian Nobbs, For Field Trips:
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

March 21st - GHS Floral Art Group, “Mothering Sunday”
Living home-made card, fresh flowers, (see 7th March)

March 22nd — All Saints Women'’s Fellowship,
Debutantes — Barbara Stevens, (see 8th March)

March 23rd - Wigmore Thursday Club, Hong Kong, Bob
Appleton, (see 2nd March)

March 23rd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Speaker Miss
Liberson =5 days on a life raft” (see 2nd March)

March 24th - Inner Wheel Club of Gillingham, fund
raising Quiz Bingo, Upchurch River Valley Golf Club
Restaurant, 7.00pm sharp, Tables of 6, Tickets £10,
includes Chicken & Chips supper, proceeds for
‘Making Miracles’. Tickets 01634 234035, 07547
250010 or rosemarie.barnes777(@gmail.com

March 24th - Medway Geographical Society, Holy Trinity
Church, Twydall Lane, ME8 6TN Plenty of parking,
7.30 - 9.00pm, *Parks and Gardens of Flanders” -
Melanie Gibson-Barton, All welcome, come on the
evening or ring Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

March 25th - Charity Coffee Morning / Cake Sale in aid
of British Heart Foundation and 20th Gillingham
(Hempstead) Air Scout Group, [0am — pm, Scout HQ,
Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead, All Invited. Free
Entry, Donations of cakes welcome.

March 25th — Concert, St. Mary Magdalene Church, "The
Warblers", 7.00pm. In aid of the Church’s re-ordering
project, tickets £6 includes refreshments 01634
853459  gillinghamparishchurch@ gmail.com or Hilda
01634 932135, Free car parking at Saxon Way School.

March 25th - Kent Police Male Voice Choir, 7.30pm St.
Matthew's Church, Drewery Drive, Tickets £10
including refreshments Wendy Keast 01634 230325,

March 25th - Murder Mystery Evening, The Jhansi Jewels
Affair, Newington Village Hall ME9 711, 7.30pm, £6
per person —purchased in advance, Bring your own
drinks, nibbles and glass/cup, To book or information
01634 360906 or email mikew16(@blueyonder.co.uk
All proceeds for Demelza Childrens Hospice

ann

@D CERFACE S
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WE'VE GOT IT!
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Supply & Fit Service
Showream: 272 Canterbury Street, Gilingham, ME? 5XR
WWW.CERFACE.CO,UK
Contact us on 01634 571000

for mare information and opening hours.
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.. Cliff’s Mobile Foo_t Care

Foot Health Professional
P
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
Kent —;‘ ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
e NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

TRADING Your Local Reliable Contractor
ASORONED James Zammit Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

[}
il = 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
M Domestic Installer

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial efc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Andy Shepherd  [ECdSE. |0

Suppliers and Installers of Quality
e Kitchens

* K Bedrooms

TR Bathrooms

TellFax 01634 379423

Fair Trader

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

i Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
0 01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Ll nWOOd
Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Ext. 1962

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of ?\tmrn(‘}} Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
Contact us ‘'or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturi ayfevemnrg_ag ointments may be available
email: enquirie &vewmtesohmtors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

L7 6—-:.—-1?/{4/

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring

Mick Eardley
01634 264266
Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made fo measure,
Mowing weelkly—fortnightly.
(Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service
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Diary 2017

March 26th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Roger Danks 07866 971819 Northwood Hill
Nature Reserve, High Halstow ME3 8TQ GR 782757
7 mile flat walk which may be muddy, Dogs allowed

March 26th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 5
miles/8.1 km - Leisurely fairly flat circular walk finish
12.45pm approx. Penenden Heath ME1T4 2DQ, After
morning break continue with Len's walk 5 miles or with
Chris 11.5 mile (steep climbs on longer walk). Bring a
picnic lunch, Pub at end 1pm shorter, 3.30pm longer
with lunch. 01634 319391, lenbeadlef@blueyonder.co.uk

March 27th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 27th Feb)

March 29th - Egg Art, Capstone Farm Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon, Learn about the different eggs laid
by birds to inspire your very own egg design this
Easter. Suitable for the whole family. £3 per child,
Booking essential ring 01634 338191

March 29th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, Spring
Show, Seed Potatoes will also be distributed for potato
weigh in later this year, (see Tth March)

March 30th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Make and Bake
fund raising (see 2nd March)

March 30th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Social Meeting,
(see 2nd March)

March 30th - Rainham & District Dolls® House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, Rainham, All welcome, more details from
Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

April 1st - Beekeeping Course, 10.00am to 12 noon, for
10 weeks commencing, The Oast House, Granary
Close, Rainham. Further details from Pat & Terry Clare
on 01634 233748 or patclare89(@wme.com

April 1st — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 4th March)

April 2nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Lindsay Floyd / Andy Boorman 07881 933358
Higham Railway Station car park (free) ME3 7JQ GR
715726 for a 5.25 mile historical walk in the footsteps
of Dickens and his dream house Gad’s Hill Place. An
casy walk. No stiles. No Toilets. Dogs allowed

April 3rd — Monday Hub, (see 6th March)

April 3rd - Medway Towns Bridge Club, (see 6th March)

April 4th - GHS Floral Art Group, “Easter Basket” - fresh
flowers, (see 7th March)

April 6th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Speaker Glen
Barcham “Every Picture tells a Story” (see 2nd March}

April 6th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Truffle Making
Demonstration, Gill Cromarty, (see 2nd March)

April 7th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

April 7th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Socicty, Crossings of the Lower Thames and Medway -
Rob Poole, (see 10th March)

April 8th - Barnardos Charity Quiz Night, 7.30pm start,
Twydall Church Hall Gillingham, Tickets £5 each.
Tables of 6-8, Bring your own Drink and Nibbles, Free
Tea Coffee and Biscuits available, Book in advance,
01634 233405 or (11634 375486

April 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Doreen Maguire 01634 37623 Capstone Park, Ski
Slope entrance upper car park ME7 3JH GR 782646 for
a 5 mile undulating walk around park and surrounding
area including Darland and Hempstead. Using grass
tracks and minimum road walking. Minimum steps and
no stiles, no known mud. Dogs allowed

April 10th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 27th Feb)

April 10th - Rainham Flower Club, Workshop tutored by
Graham King on “Spheres™ (see 13th March)

April 10th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Organist - Paul Roberts, (see 13th March)

April 10th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 13th March)

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE FAYRE 2017

Stalls now booking for the Hempstead Village Fayre

which will be held on Harrow Road Playing Fields

Sunday 21st May, 11.30am - 4.30pm.

If you would like to hire a pitch or require further

information, email valeriegort{ezeblueyonder.co.uk

or telephone 01634 230214,

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experis
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self Assessment - Limited Companies
Trusts « Partnerships « Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios
Inheritance tax » Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

BUILDING
MAINTENANCE|

07931 864346

Exterior
Painting & Decorating

All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Davey the

Butcher, 189 Station Road: Berengrave

Service Station or from the orchard 10-
12 am Tues & Thurs. For more
information see the orchard page on
www.thenet.uk.net

INSTANT CASH! I buy scrap gold,
fine jewellery and luxury watches.
Call Jeft 07738 00 24 20

S W GARDENING SERVICES.
All year round gardener - gra
hedge trimming, pruning, digging.
general garden maintenance. Please
call 07432 (020557,

LARGE GARAGE/UNIT NEEDED
for hobby car 07752 539670

LUMBERJACK TREE SERVICES
All tree works and removals
professionally undertaken. All
enquiries call 07584 212520 or email
andrewwoodrow(@hotmail.co.uk
STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641

GARDENING / DIY HANDYMAN
All aspects of garden maintenance &
DIY carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Public liability
insurance and DBS clearance. Call
Martin for a no obligation quote on
07799 265299 or 01634 376477.

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573
John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, a(u.l\d\
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025/ 0771 450 6996
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m? (=250 logs), \2m* £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

cutting,

MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures 01634
613871 /07736 278509

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Learn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility&
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www. freed-om.co.uk

W.I Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare{@outiook.com.

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
Mo call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. (11634 365453

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or D7701 007 866
GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co,uk
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 /0796 3842 503
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts,sheds & gardens
cleared.

Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses, Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates,

No job too smalLKCC & Environment
Ageney registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
TONY’'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR SPRING Slimming
World, Hempstead Infants School.
Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm. Call
370390 or 0774 226 1053,

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315707766 980 732

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance

(11634 613871 or 07708 508 193
CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners”
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenanee, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
erinding, Hedge Cutting, S

(mrlu.:\ Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Rt.pdln.d and Relelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
lard. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on (57905 440433
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retumns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

Jjust give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings,
Facilities for the Disabled.

Altractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
ACTION FORUM COPY DATES
Download and print the free 2017
Action Forum Year Planner from
www.thenet.uk.net. It shows all the
copy and publication dates for 2017.
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418.

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jetterys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

14

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.
01634370323 or 07817 825 859

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale (01634 263766

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.I. Wood. 01634 388187
STMATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077.
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing,
Patios, decking, design & build available.
(1634 364985 07930 183466,

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM
by Barbara Mackay Miller and
Rosemary Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old
photos, maps etc with extended
captions. Available in Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham.

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road. Rainham.

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood's book 150 Not Out”™ is a
history of the club 1856 to 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

ARE YOU A TUTOR LOOKING

{or more pupils? These Small Ads are an
effective place to find them. Email your ad
to affathenet.uk.net and we will reply

with a proof’and the cost,

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley On 01634 231341 or
mobile 07957 884 335,

DAVID WHITE
Boilerecare
» Member of Gas Safety Register
« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance underiaken,
New Systems Fitted
» Landlord Gas Safety Reporls
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias [/ Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

Do you have windows
or doors that..

01634 789025 /07950 761061

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

irect|

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

* Local Family Business
« Personal service in the
comfort of your home
« Free demonstrations

- After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

Tel 01634 306692
Mob 07789 796256

)
>

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RS Quealifisd
LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club

i
Classes held Weanesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

CEAN Fa Trader
01634 244452

www.garagedoors4dyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, VHS plus Vinyl Records in addition to
MNew Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
N Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s : Est 1971
Plumbing & -safe|
Heating Chis Hallett

Sazszsfaelafaiagaafatafich

REPAIRS. GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

for e ssmtes e 01 634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical
Extra lights,
sockets, -
fuse boards 0 EREE
& full rewires it A BN

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

[@ CURTAIN & Bl_(l?i -Jpl-i.l(_' TURERS LTD OEEE;%#I% &
D BN QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG
M: 07956 358531, E: sales@crystaicurtains co.uk, W: www crystalcurtains.co.uk

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Elxlensions - Bathrooms — IDoors - —
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. somesn ()

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

i plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822 S5 “’jr’-.,:

Mob: 07897 498189 ==

Free Surveys & Quotes B

Fair Trader

® 24 hour Personal Service
s Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY

Kent MES BAR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funenal Directors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
« Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

.

e Private Chapels of Rest -

* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 Mew Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4Q4J Parkwood

Car parking available Kent MEB 9PW
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