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Edwin Jelly’s Clothing Hat and Boot Store was a prominent business in Rainham one
hundred years ago. The proprietor Mr Jelly played an active part in the community. As a
Director of the Rainham If’and Company he was responsible for much of Rainham’s
development giving his name to Edwin Road. He was also a prime mover in securing the
land for Rainham Recreation Ground. See page 3 for John Austins memories of the shop.
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Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk

07528 040036 info@lorna~e|izabeth.lco.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

Despite strong winds, rain and frost some trees are
refusing to release their autumn leaves and when the
sun shines we still have quite a spectacular display of
orange, yellow and gold in the tree top canopy. No
doubt they will soon be on the ground and the fall will
be complete. December is here and of course it now
only means one thing — Christmas. [ do wonder
however if we know what we are celebrating. A
glance through last years cards when preparing to use
them for various craft projects revealed that whilst
most of the greetings inside still include Happy or
Merry Christmas about a quarter had the catch all
phrases ‘Seasons Greetings” or “Warmest Wishes at
this Festive Season’ ignoring Christmas completely.
Only eight had any kind of picture relating to the bible
story and of these just one a nativity Crib scene.
Many years ago we acquired a miniature set of plastic
figures depicting the traditional stable scene including
Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, an angel, some shepherds,
kings and of course lambs and a donkey which for
many years decorated our Christmas cake. Of course
the children also mixed in Christmas trees, Father
Christmas and his sleigh, holly leaves, robins etc as
they covered the rough icing to their satisfaction — it
was colourful if not classy! They were the kind of
small plastic items that Woolworths did so well. When
the first grandchildren came along I gave them to our
eldest daughter who uses them in a different way. The
boys each have an advent house with a small box for
each day in December up to Christmas Day. They put
one of the miniature figures or a tiny hanging
decoration in each box to “find’ on the appropriate day
and so build a nativity scene. Three years ago when
the second daughter had a baby [ tried to buy her a set
of figures. As yet I have been unsuccessful! I must
admit I only remember spasmodically and have not
made tremendous efforts but the only cake decoration
figures | have seen are the cartoon sort and too large,
all the Nativity scenes are precast so the figures can’t
be used individually. Most shops have rows and rows
of crackers, tree hangings and decorations but you
have to search very hard to find a crib scene. Still it
seems that most infant schools do produce a Nativity
play each year so perhaps the future generation will
have some idea why they receive presents on
Christmas Day. If you still need some persuasion to
get into the Christmas mood we include details of

several Carol Concerts, a Christmas Tree Festival and
Christmas Fayres that may inspire you. Do have a very
good month, we wish you a Very Happy Christmas
and Peaceful New Year and will be with you again
with our combined January/ February edition in the
middle of January.

Correspondence

WINDOW DRESSING at EDWIN JELLY’S
RAINHAM HIGH STREET
Dear Editor
Talking recently to a close friend I confessed I did not
like Chinese food, my friend said she did and
frequently dined at a particular Chinese venue on the
junction of Pudding Road at the lower end of Rainham
High Street. [ remarked that the restaurant in question
was once Jelly’s the mens outfitters, nicknamed *Jelly
Belly’s’, a large shop where [ once dressed the double
windows for Christmas 1956. At the time I had been
recently demobbed from the army where I had been
engaged since 1954 throughout the Suez Crisis. As |
was teaching part time I jumped at the rare
opportunity to earn extra cash.
At the time [ was very keen on paper sculpture - and
still am - but back then it was difficult to obtain
suitable paper and card. On the advice of Mr Ray
Hulks the manager and a fellow Toc-H member I took
my theme for the windows on what men would like
for Christmas — slippers, ties and shirts he suggested. 1
therefore created several sculptured men each about
two foot high with different facial expressions to hold
these items. ‘
‘Payment John’ said Mr Hulks when the windows
were completed “Your choice, a fiver or a raincoat?” |
took the raincoat, a military style trench coat which I
wore for several years. It went well I recall with my
schoolmaster attire when [ obtained my first full time
art teaching post in 1957, especially when riding my
scooter to school.
Sadly much has changed in the High Street, when I
was fourteen [ worked on Saturdays at Kemsley, the
butcher almost opposite Jelly’s. Delivering orders on
the shop bike wearing a long striped apron all for the
princely sum of one pound plus half a pound of
sausages. At the time meat along with other food items
were still on ration so the sausages were very
welcome. Good old Days!

John K. Austin

(still teaching part-time at 82 years old)

KINGFISHER SINGERS CONCERT
Dear Editor
An enormous thank you to everyone who attended the
concert in October in St Margaret's Church. It raised
£730 for the Brain Tumour Charity. Grateful thanks to
all my friends who helped and the Kingfishers who
sang beautifully.

Yours sincerely

Olwen O'Dowd

Fundraiser Brain Tumour Charity

WIGMORE VOICES
(formally Wigmore Music & Drama Society - MADS)
Dear Editor
We are secking a conductor/musical director who is
able to provide piano accompaniment at choir
rehearsals every Thursday evening 8.00 — 10.00pm at
St Matthews Community Centre, Drewery Drive.
Wigmore. Ability to read music and a basic
knowledge of theory are essential, however previous
experience of leading a choir is not, as long as you are
confident with a sense of humour and plenty of
enthusiasm. This is a paid position.
The choir sing all kinds of music from John Rutter to
the Beatles and more! For enquiries and further
information please contact: Geott Down
01634 362506 or Jackie Hopkins 01634 379740

Kind regards

Sue Burrows

PIGEON POST
Even the librarian at Brompton Barracks or the local
pigeon fanciers may not know this local detail.
I was once told that a loft somewhere near
Bettescombe Road, Rainham served the military
during the war. The lady with the loft had a telephone,
unusually in those days. When a pigeon returned to
her loft she phoned the military and a dispatch rider
arrived pronto.
She never had a bill for her telephone, even long after
the war, until she eventually thought she ought to ask
about having one. Perhaps one of your readers knows
more detail.

Margaret Dunn

CHRISTMAS GROTTO Hempstead Valley
Father Christmas” traditional magical toy shop grotto
features many enchanting characters including toy
soldiers and will be open daily until Christmas Eve.
Entrance to the grotto to visit Father Christmas costs
£4.50 per child and includes a wrapped gift.
Pre-book your visit to Father Christmas at
www.bookfatherchristmas.co.uk/hempsteadvalley
Please note a £1.50 booking fee applies to every
booking and you cannot book for the same day you
intend to visit.

Children can also hand deliver their letters for Santa
and post them in our big red post box and collect
their Free personalised reply back from the grotto
elves. You must include a stamped, self-addressed
envelope if you would like your reply to be posted.

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced
Family run independent company T
For advice and a very competitive guote call

01634 363881 o 07973 860369 ™ ™
www.salmonwindows.co.uk
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Please allow a week to collect your reply from the
grotto elves.
The last posting date is Tuesday 20th December, with
last collection on Friday 23rd December.
Santa’s wishing well, will once again be raising
money for the local Medway branch of Guide Dogs.
More information about our Christmas events and
grotto opening times can be found at facebook.com/
hempsteadvalley and www.hempsteadvalley.com
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteer Reading Helpers are needed to support
children in primary schools across the Medway
Towns. If you can spare 3 hours a week to make a
lasting difference to children who struggle with their
reading please contact Beanstalk on 01622 662 026 or
apply via www .beanstalkcharity.org.uk

VOLUNTEER CONSERVATION TASK DAY

Riverside Country Park
Sunday [ Ith December, 10.00am - 2.00pm
Get involved at the Country Park by helping with
some practical tasks on the site
Meet at the Visitor Centre

DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Hempstead
Wildwood Glade, Black Rock, Stalham, Coppice Ct
Rainham
Henry Street, part Wakeley Road, part Scott Avenue
Parkwood
Culpepper, Beke & Readscroft Roads
Chislet & Brett Walks, Chute, Crispe, Conrad Closes
Upchurch
Forge Lane, Church Farm Road
Lower Halstow
The Street, The Green, Burntwick Drive, School Lane
Cumberland. Westmoreland, Crouch Hill, Vicarage
If you can help please email afi@thenet.uk.net
orring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)
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[ Home Help Service
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Diary 2016

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
afiewthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cotlages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: January 3rd 2017

December 3rd - Oast Community Centre, Rainham
Christmas Fundraising Fete 11.00am —4.00pm

December 3rd - Christmas Fayre, St. Peter’s Bredhurst,
2.00 - 4.00pm, Village Hall, Father Christmas £1.50,
Stalls & Children’s Activities, Adults 50p Child free

December 3rd - Concert for Christmas by Medway Youth
Service, 7.00pm for St. Mary Magdalene Church’s Re-
ordering Appeal. Tickets £5 (£2.50 under 16) include
refreshments from The Parish Office 01634 853459, or
Hilda 01634 932135. Free car parking

December 3rd —~ Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 - 10.00pm. New and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner, for more
information ring 366189 or 388546

December 4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 River
Valley Upchurch Golf Course overflow car park ME9
TAY GR838666 for a 3.5 mile Christmas Lunch walk
Lunch must be booked in advance, No Dogs

December 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am - 6
miles / 9.7km - Leisurely (Finish 1.15pm approx.) Meet
and park at Hosey Hill Free Car Park off B2026 on left
when heading from Westerham. TN16 [PJ, TQ453531
circular walk, could be muddy, lunch at Chartwell NT.
Dog friendly Contact Sandy, 07879 417758

December 5th - Medway Scrabble Club, alternate
Mondays, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St Stephens Church Hall,
Maidstone Road, Chatham, new members welcome,
details (01634 230500

Bespoke Kitchens
Family owned kitchen & bedroom door
makeover specialists
Many colours & styles made to measure
For a free quote

01795 432850

December 5th - Rainham Flower Club, second Monday
each month 7.30pm, St Matthews Community Centre,
Wigmore MES ONX, Time to Celebrate, For details see
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring (1634 864572
Visitors welcome.

December 6th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed

Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
*Advent Ring”, New members welcome, first visit free,

no experience needed, for details contact Kaye Buss
01634 232998 or email kayebuss(@btinternet.com

December 8th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
games tea and chat, Village Hall behind All Saints
Church 2.00 - 4.00pm. New members always welcome
phone (0758 334 3782

December 8th - Wigmore Thursday Club. St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, Musical Entertainment,
Kingfisher singers, for over 50s ring 01634 234712

December 9th — Rainham Bercavement Friendship Group,

Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

December Yth - Hempstara Whist Afternoons, 1.30pm,
The Scout Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead,
Whist Players of all abilities welcome. A partner is not
required. For details call Eunice on 01634 231664.

December 9th — UpARA, Monthly Meeting Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2 for
details email Chairman davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

December 9th - Christmas Fayre, St Margaret’s Infant
School, Orchard Street, Rainham, 3.40pm - 5.00pm,
Visit Santa , many games and activities. All proceeds
support children’s learning within the school.

December 9th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society. Byron Primary School ME7 5XX, 7.15pm,
From Backstage to Front of House - John Short,
Visitors welcome (small charge) details Val Barrand
07947 583327 email lupusrufusi@sky.com or see
www.grlhs.weebly.com

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

December 9th — Charity Christmas Concert, Mantissa
Opera and Harmony, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Island
Community Centre, ME4 3EP. Tickets: £10 (£9 cons)
Under 16/students £5 07816 159668 or 07979 693205
or email tatnall@mantissa.freeserve.co.uk

December] Oth — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £10 from
carole@cdadswell.freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

December 10th - Carol Concert, Rainham Ladies Choir,
Doors open 5.30pm, Gillingham Methodist Church,
Third Avenue, MET 2LU, Tickets: Adults £7, under 12
years £3, 01634 370797 or 01634 613715

December 10th - Wigmore Voices (Formally known as
Wigmore MADS) Present our Christmas concert *Sing
a Song of Christmas’ 8.00pm, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, Tickets
£7, £6 concessions. Box office Sue 01634 370639

December 10th - The Union of Catholic Mothers, Carol
Concert featuring The Medway Singers, 7.45pm, St
Augustine’s Church, Parkwood., all proceeds for Junior
Diabetes Research Foundation. Coffee/tea and mince

pies served in interval. Tickets Mrs Janet Nastaly 01634

371897 or Mrs Alma Payne 01634 362896,

December [ Ith - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am - 6.5
miles/10.5 km - Leisurely (Finishes 1.30pm approx.)
Park considerately in All Saints Close near to
Whitstable Railway Station. CT5 1PL, TR116662 for
linear walk which follows part of the Crab and Winkle
Way from Whitstable to Canterbury returning by
frequent (even on Sundays) bus service. Time for
Christmas shopping in Canterbury at the end. Contact:
07989 753278, graham.jenkinsonf@blueyonder.co.uk

December [ 1th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Lindsay Floyd & Andy Boorman 07742
702049 07881 933358 Suton Valence, park with
consideration in village MET7 3AJ GRE14492 for a

5.25 mile walk via the Greensand Way Moderate slopes

using field paths, 8 Stiles. Dogs Allowed
December 1 1th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,

Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm Get

involved at the Country Park by helping with some

practical tasks on the site Meet at the Visitor Centre For

more details ring 01634 337432
December 12th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard

Club, Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30pm,

Organist - David Harrild, details ring Brian Leonard
01634 234694

December 12th — Rainham Evening Bereavement
Friendship Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets
2nd Monday each month to help those still in
employment who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

December 13th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society,
7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls, Christmas Festive
Meeting and AGM, Members £1, Non members £1.50
All Welcome ring 01634 852519

December 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.20am - §
miles/12.9 km - Moderate, Finishes 1.00pm approx.
Meet Mike at Commuter Car Park ME9 OLU,
TQ948574 just north of Bredhurst for a mainly
downhill linear walk to Maidstone. Bring snack. plenty
of cafes and pubs in Maidstone. Returning via 130 bus
from Kings Street (Bus Stop G times: 1.00, 2.25 or
3.55pm) Bring Bus Pass if you have one.

December 14th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Christmas at Home,
for details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

December 15th - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 - 4.00
pm. Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham. Christmas Party. Visitors
welcome for small entry charge per visit. Ring
01634 366276 for details.

December 15th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Christmas Tea
with entertainment by Rhona and David (see 8th
Dec) Next meeting January 12th

December 15th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Carols and
Readings for Christmas with the children from Fairview
School, (see 8th Dec).

December 15th — 17th - Christmas Tree Festival, St
Margaret’s Church, Rainham, 3.30 — 7.00pm, All
welcome. For details or to display a tree contact the
Church office 01634 362023

December 16th — UpARA, Walk meet Upchurch Village
Hall, 10.00am, (see 9th Dec).

December 17th - Rainham South Councillor's Surgery,
Parkwood Youth Centre 10.00am - 12 noon, No
appointment necessary.

December 17th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (3rd Dec).

December 17th & 20th - You're What? Pregnant? -

A Nativity Play, St Matthew's Church, Wigmore
MESONX 7.30pm. Tickets, free of charge, are available
from 01634 372508 sue j.warren{e hotmail.co.uk Please
note: Admission by pre-booked ticket only

Continued on Page 11
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Interior & Exterior

Decorator
# Plastering # Tiling

A.C. Domestics
reg. 206985

Gas salety checks
Landlord certilicates.

Established 30 years Service, repair and
NO JOB TOO SMALL mstallation ol gas central
FREE ESTIMATES heating, boilers, lires, gas and

electric cookers,

01622 730960 / 07799887754

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@al-roofing-services co.uk
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AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat

Systems Installed

Extra TV / SKY Points

TV Wall Mounting

o TV & Appliances%et

Up

Call Nick 07949 588464

or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

FOLK'S FOOTCARE
MCFHP MAFHP
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions,
Nail Trimming, Corns,
Verrucae, Callus Reduction.
Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book
your appointment on
07549 166031
Saturday morning and evening
appointments available.

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
of oulstandmg natural beauty, boarding is
ffor cats onl i{

A completely new Lalten‘; fully compliant
fwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola
Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com




PTA CHRISTMAS FAYRE
St Margaret’s Infant School, Orchard Street,
Rainham

CAROL CONCERT
The Union of Catholic Mothers will be hosting a
Carol Concert featuring The Medway Singers on

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOLINTANTS

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, Ascounts Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing Friday 9th December, 3.40 - 5.00pm Saturday December 10th at 7.45pm in
Kent MES 7EG I[I::i\-ktt'pin;.: Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates Come along to our much loved Christmas Fayre and St Augustine’s Church, Deanwood Drive, Parkwood,

lel: 01634 375222

Payroll
Audit
Associated Services

s e w e e

Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877
boilertechservices@btinternet.com

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts — =

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and lax Consult.mts

Established over 30 vear
1o all types ol hu-.lL

For a free lnma[ consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES TRU

www.salter-mclean.co.uk

woxjewd@adialassuiuiedydinbiauuo)
yrroaqamdadunesodapbammm
uonesgo ou gy
Spifan;

i 2002¥2E8620 “TIVO

SWOOY HNOA NYNL 3N 137 LON AHM
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Neil’s on Wheels
Mobile Caravan & Motorhome Services
Touring Caravan & Motorhome Habitation Checks
Intarnal & External Repairs Undertaken
Based in Newington — Serving the Southeast
Fully Insured ACOPS Gas Registerad
CA&G LV & ELV Electrical  Alde Service Engineer
Contact Neil on 07917 680814 or 01795 844223

Or email: neilonwheels2014@hotmail.com
Find us on Facebook: neilsonwheels2014

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG IE
BRYANT %g
CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
Al_RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE I!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

MNon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Paul’'s 1-8 Seater Taxis
<. BoOkings Only ........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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visit Santa in his Grotto.

Have fun on our ever popular chocolate tombola,
lucky dip, snowball scavenge, decorate your own
wooden Christmas decoration and many other
Christmas games stalls! Buy lovely hand-made
Christmas presents from local Craft Stalls. Enjoy
yummy homemade cakes and refreshments and take

part in our exciting raftle prizes including a £75 first

prize! All proceeds support children’s learning
within the school.

CHARITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Mantissa Opera and Harmony
Profits to Christmas lunch for the homeless and
alone Rotary Club of Medway Sunlight Trust Fund
Christmas Starts Here!
Friday 9th December, 7.30pm,
St Mary’s Island Community Centre
Island Way West, ME4 3EP

Sopranc Jennifer Hansen; Mezzo Stephanie Crooks;
Tenor Alan Rankin Crooks; Baritone Simon Tatnall;

Repetiteur John Hayden
Tickets: £10 (£9 conc)(Under 16/students £5)
Including interval refreshments from:
Wendy 07816 159668 or Lynne 07979 693205
tatnall(@mantissa.freeserve.co.uk or
harmonykent(@hotmail.co.uk

CRAFT FAIR
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham
Saturday 10th December, 9.00am — 12.30pm
Free entry, Stalls £10 from
carole@cdadswell.freeserve.co.uk
or ring 07779 366054

Auto electncs
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 Visa

QCR_CAR REPAIRS
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk

m ‘& z
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MEB 8BJ (Just off Station Ra)

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Rainham. All proceeds for our charity which this
year is JDRF (Junior Diabetes Research

Foundation). Coffee/tea and mince pies will be
served in the interval. Tickets are available from

Mrs Janet Nastaly 01634 371897 or Mrs Alma Payne
on 01634 362896.

WIGMORE VOICES

(Formally known as Wigmore MADS) Present

our Christmas concert ‘Sing a Song of Christmas” on
Saturday 10th December at 8.00pm in St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore
Tickets £7, £6 concessions.

Box office Sue 01634 370639

CAROL CONCERT
Rainham Ladies Choir
Saturday 10th December, Doors open 5.30pm
Gillingham Methodist Church
Third Avenue, Gillingham ME7 2LU
MD Simon Tatnall with local Band
Just In Time.
Raffle and programmes in aid of
Making Miracles helping the families of high risk
pregnancies, premature babies and those who have
suffered baby loss.
Tickets: Adults £7, under 12 years £3
01634 370797 or 01634 613715

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
St Margaret’s Church, Rainham
Thursday 15th - Saturday 17th December
3.30 - 7.00pm
All welcome
For details or to display a tree contact the Church
office 01634 362023

CHRISTMAS at ST MARGARET’S
Rainham Parish Church

High Street, Rainham

December 18th, 6.30pm - Carols by Candlelight
December 24th, 1.30 & 4.00pm - Crib Services
Midnight Mass, 11.30pm Carols from 11.00pm
Christmas Day December 25th, 9.30am

Family Communion Service

swIely J93Se|
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR NOVEMBER

This month’s notes are about leafy Wigmore in late
Autumn and early Winter. The area was once largely
covered in woodland owned by the Commissioners of
Woods and Forests whose main responsibility was the
provision ol timber for the building of ships of the
Royal Navy. Remnants of that woodland are at East
Hoath Wood and Leven Strife behind the library in
Fairview Avenue. Individual trees once growing in
that woodland can be seen along Maidstone Road and
in a number of gardens throughout Wigmore. They are
mainly oak, ash, beech. hornbeam, wild cherry and
sweet chestnut trees, Certain species of mammals and
of birds that once lived in the woodland have adapted
to the patchwork quilt of woods, playing fields, houses
and gardens that now makes up Wigmore. Those
mammals include foxes; they are largely nocturnal, are
mostly active at dusk and dawn and, except at the
winter breeding season, they lead solitary lives. The
typical diet of a suburban fox is likely to include
rodents, carrion (including road kills). worms. food
left out for them. scavenged pet food and fallen fruit.
Foxes have adapted to the built-up landscape by
creating their earths under sheds, garages and decking.
From early winter onwards, the characteristic, sharp
barks of a dog fox can be heard, at night, as he secks
out a mate. The responding screams of a vixen can be
a particularly spine chilling sound in the quiet and
darkness of a winter’s night.

Those mammals also include the grey squirrel which
collect and bury sweet chestnuts and acorns in the
autumn. They are also very fond of hazel nuts, but
many immature specimens are eaten by squirrels in the
spring, often leaving few to grow into mature, ripe
nuts. Squirrels seem able to remember the rough
location of their caches of nuts and then to smell out
their exact locations. In December squirrels can be
seen in courtship rituals, which include display and
chasing: a number of males may be spotted in pursuit
of a solitary female. Once the cold winter weather sets
in, grey squirrels may spend more time in their
strongly constructed dreys than usual, living off their
fat reserves, especially in very bad weather, but they

are not able to survive more than a few days without
food. They can thus be seen leeding actively in the
daylight hours of winter on almost anything edible
they can find. Apart from buried nuts, they will search
for fungi, flower bulbs in gardens and food on bird
tables. for example.

Three of the species of birds that would have been
common in the Commissioners’ woodland and which
have adapted to a suburban setting, include jays.
Jjackdaws and wood pigeons. The jay is a very
handsome bird with a recognisable pinkish-brown
plumage. It can also be identified by its harsh, grating
screech calls. It is a very wary bird and soon takes
cover if disturbed. Thus the usual sighting of a jay is
ol'its white rump, as it disappears into cover. The jay
is primarily a vegetarian and expends much effort in
autumn in collecting and hiding sweet chestnuts and
acorns for later consumption. The bird has remarkably
good memory for locating the place where it has
buried the nuts, even digging through snow to retrieve
them. Inevitably, however, a number of nuts are
missed and these can eventually grow into new sweet
chestnut or oak trees. The jay will often nest in a bush
or small tree in a secluded garden.

Jackdaws would have nested in holes in trees in the
one-time extensive woodland in the Wigmore area.
However, once the bungalows and houses came to be
built in the area, from the late 19th century onwards,
jackdaws discovered that suitable nesting sites could
be found down chimney pots. The birds are
irrepressibly jaunty both in the air and on the ground.
They pair for life, are intensely social and so live and
breed in colonies; there are about twenty birds in the
one in the Woodside area of Wigmore.

The wood pigeon’s diet is almost entirely vegetarian
and includes a variety of wild nuts, fruits and seeds,
particularly acorns, beech mast, hazel nuts and holly
and ivy berries, which are an indication of the bird’s
origin as a woodland bird. It was once less common
and widespread than it is now. However. over the past
two centuries or more, the expansion of arable
agriculture created a new food supply that is of
particular importance to the bird in winter. This food
includes young oil seed rape plants, Brussels sprouts
and other brassicas. Today there are some five million

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (Mo call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
O.AP. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of|
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Fﬂobile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE Al Work Guaranteed

Fully Insured

Fair Trader 01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Boarding CATNAp
Cattery N
Located in an area of /

outstanding natural

beauty {‘ \

)
Owner FAB trained RE DHVU _2
Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please.

www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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breeding pairs in Britain and it has become, with the
rabbit, the arable farmer’s main pest. In Wigmore,

YOU'RE WHAT? PREGNANT?
You are invited to St Matthew's Church, Drewery

wood pigeons can be seen foraging in our gardens and Drive, Wigmore MES ONX on Saturday 17th and

their monotonous “coo coo™ calls are a familiar sound
On warm. summer L‘VL‘I'IiI‘IgS.
Joe Ennis

RAINHAM at WAR in 1918

- (continued from QOctober 2016)

In June residents got a surprise when a military
balloon descended over Moor Street and made a
forced landing in a field because of ballast problems

which caused great local interest. The pilot packed the

balloon away with local help then continued his
onward journey from Rainham railway station. News
also revealed that 1,661 war savings certificates and
war bonds had been taken out in June which

Tuesday 20th December at 7.30pm to enjoy a Nativity
Play written by Geoff Hufton and directed by GeolT
Down, with a cast drawn from across the

South Gillingham Parish.

The play explores the theme of refugees, alongside the
Biblical Christmas narrative.

Tickets. free of charge, are available from Sue Warren
01634 372508 or sue j.warren(ehotmail.co.uk

Please note: Admission by pre-booked ticket only as
space is limited.

DICK WHITTINGTON & HIS CAT
by Jack Homewood
A traditional family pantomime

demonstrated the success of the scheme introduced the January 13.14.20.21.27.28 & February 3.4
previous year. Later, on August 14th the Rainham War Performances at 8.00pm with matinees every

Hospital Supply Guild Garden Fete took place at the
Parsonage. Mrs Selby, commandant ol the 3rd
Queen’s Regiment opened the event which about
1,500 people attended.
Brothers Ernest and Fred Wellard from Bredhurst
Road who served in the Merchant Navy had a narrow
escape in September when a German submarine
torpedoed their vessel ofT the west coast of Ireland.
They were in the water for 2% hours before help
arrived. Although they were saved 53 other men died.
This incident was the third time that they had been
torpedoed during the war.
In September William Sellen of the Royal Engineers
died in Palestine, Archie Mattocks a sergeant in the
Buffs got severely wounded in France while James
Keutenius of Station Road perished the day before the
war ended when a German submarine torpedoed and
sank the minesweeper on which he was serving.
Towards the end of the year many Rainham residents
fell ill and six deaths were reported when an influenza
epidemic struck the area. The Church of England
School in Station Road had to close for a week due to
the absence of teachers and events in the village were
cancelled but attention was temporarily diverted away
with news that the war had ended.
The ringing of the church bells and the {lying of the
Union Jack from St Margaret’s church tower finally
marked the end of the Great War on November 11th
1918.

David Wood

Saturday at 2.00pm & 5.00pm.

This classic fairy tale is brought to life by the Rainham
Theatrical Society. Will Dick find his fame and
fortune in London or will his plans be thwarted by the
evil Queen Rat? Will Sarah the Cook and Idle Jack
help save the day?

To find out you’ll have to come along to the
Oasthouse Theatre for an evening full of music,
laughter and plenty of audience participation!

Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

FUCHSIA AND PELARGONIUM SOCIETY
Gillingham & District
Tuesday December 13th, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way
Rainham MES 0BX
Christmas Festive Meeting and AGM
Members £1. Non members £1.50
All Welcome
For details ring 01634 852519

CHRISTMAS WREATH MAKING
Riverside Country Park
Wednesday 21st December, 10.00am — 12noon
Take part in this traditional festive craft using different
materials to construct your own wreath to take home
Suitable for the whole family

£3 per child
For more details ring 01634 337432

* TREE MANAGEMENT
« CHIPPING

e M LINDSA

* MULCH

+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For ail your Plumbing Services

Rgzhéo. HELP is on its way
i UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
. BOILER EXCHANGES
&iife POWER FLUSHING

LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey rra

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| pravide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investment Planning, Pensions,

Annuities, Protection and Inheritance Tax.

For further details contact Theresa on:

Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031

theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www theresaelsey.co.uk

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 07802 608 222
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING - PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy 4
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS |

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
Hebaitoh Professional Reliable Service
HPRI Property 01634 389675
- Renovations Lic 07721 365 630
v www.hprenovations.co.uk '°¢
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair r

argo |’ ° Helping you plan for the futurem"s

I'y\l | i \IL nc

Attorn

2y, Probate and Trust

= Home fee |

1 and much more

Home appaoint available.
Contact Kelly Duke on Mobile: 07732 165 657
kelly@argolifeandlegacy.co.uk / www.argolifeandlegacy.co.uk

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

Chimney Sweep

Log Burners Cleaned & Serviced
Certificate Issued
Full Brush & Vac
Logs for Sale - Open Fires
Steven Smith (Smudge)
Mobile 07807 494167

A Clean Chimney is a Safe Chimney

—

Rainham Community Orchard
Apple Juice for Sale

We have over 2500 litre bottles for sale at £3.00 a bottle
in Davey the Butcher, 189 Station Road, Rainham
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham and
Berengrave Service Station, Lower Rainham Road.
For more details see www.thenet.uk.net

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

Square or Landscape shape
£28 per month

£78 for 3 months
Email af@thenet.uk.net |

Diary 2016

December 18th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Jim Gervaux 07807 896995 Selling
Village car park (next to school) ME13 9RQ GR037565
for a 6 mile moderate graded walk through Perrywood
to Lees Court and Hogben's Hill returning to Selling.
Picnic stop. Pub at end. 4 Stiles, No Dogs

December 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am - 7.5
miles/12.1 km - Leisurely Finishes 2.15pm approx.
Meet at Rainham Railway Station MES 75F TQ818661
car park on coast bound side of track near footbridge.
(Parking fee will apply) but nearby streets are free on
Sundays. A linear walk utilising public transport to
include non-drivers, those from outside Medway and of
course help the environment. Easy underfoot with good
paths and no muddy tracks to negotiate. At the end. you
can enjoy the festivities if you wish and make your way
back via bus or train at your leisure. Pubs, restaurants,
cafes and shopping opportunities. Contact: Chris, 01634
360270, chris.strachan{@live.com

December [8th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am - 2.00pm an
ideal opportunity to learn about the country park’s
management and to meet new people. Meet at the
Volunteers block near the Orchard Car Park For more
details ring 01634 338191

December 18th - Christmas at St Margaret’s, Rainham
Parish Church, 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight

December 19th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 5th Dec).

December 19th - Wigmore W1 Christmas Meeting, St
Matthews Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore at 7.30 - 9.30pm. Please contact Chris Ellson
01634 372976 or Barbara Strachan 01634 268611 for
more details.

December 20th — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, (see
9th Dec).

December 20th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 - 9.45
pm £3.50. Wildlife and Birds of Costa Rica — John
Buckingham. see: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

December 20th - Christmas Wildlife Crafts Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon Create your own
festive crafls using different materials Suitable for the
whole family £3 per person, details ring 01634 337432

COMPUTERS
REPAIRED
IN YOUR HOME

Virus/Malware removal
PC repairs and Upgrades
Speed up your PC!

Stuart
Over 22 years' experience
01634 328328
07870 641823

S

ACE |
GLAZING REPAIR

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

December 20th - Rustic Christmas Decoration Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon Create a centre
piece for your table or a decoration for your tree
Suitable for the whole family £3 per person For more
details ring 01634 338191

December 21st — Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am - 6
miles/9.7 km - Moderate Finishes 1.15pm approx. Meet
Mike at commuter car park MES 0LU, TQ799629 just
north of Bredhurst. Circular walk along lanes and paths
to Queensdown Warren and Yelsted and return to car
park. Bring snack for midway stop - pub at end.

December 21st - Christmas Wreath Making, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — [2noon Take part in this
traditional festive crall using different materials to
construct your own wreath to take home Suitable for
the whole family £3 per child, details 01634 337432

December 21st - Rustic Christmas Presents Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon Create a rustic
Christmas present from materials found in the park
Suitable for the whole family £3 per person For more
details ring 01634 338191

December 21st - Wigmore Ladies Club, No meeting this
month. Next meeting will be on 25th January 2017.

December 22nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, Informal
Meeting, (see 8th Dec).

December 24th - Christmas at St Margaret’s, Rainham
Parish Church, 1.30 & 4.00pm Crib Services

December 24th - Christmas at St Margaret’s, Rainham
Parish Church, Midnight Mass, 11.30pm Carols from
11.00pm

December 25th - 9.30am, Christmas Day Family
Communion Service

December 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.30am - 2.5
miles/4 km — Easy, Finishes 11.00am approx, meet at
end of Nashenden Farm Lane. ME1 3TQ, TQ733659
Join us for a gentle circular morning stroll to blow away
any cobwebs. This is a very easy Christmas Day walk
circling the Nashenden Valley Nature Reserve. Contact:
Ade, 01634 306405, adeballard@yahoo.co.uk

December 26th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438
Parkwood Shops, Long Catlis Road car park, Rainham
MES 9PN GR 808642 for a 5 mile Boxing Day Stroll
along country lanes towards Hartlip, No Dogs

December 30th - Hempstara Whist Afternoons, (see 9th
Dec).

() CERFACE &

FORTILES
WE'VE GOT IT!

Supply & Fit Service
Showrsam: 272 Canterbury Street, Gilingham, MET SXR
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for more infarmation and opening hours.
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w Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care 1,
? Foot Health Professional
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.
All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.
For all enquires please call or text on,
(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
QF"JC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Ower 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

i 01634 372411
= 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS
1001 Domestic Installer
KITCHEN
Andy Siepherd DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

TRUST Kitchens
™ MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
WY Bathrooms
TellFax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Ll nWOOd

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Est. 1002

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs,
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway ?0[634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
husiness law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyanging,
Ien.:nu Employment and Immigration,
Contact us or pop in for a compefitive q’uote
Saturday/evenm appoin rﬁenrs may be available
email enqumesEvcw tesollcwors co.u
"www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Cpeevnts

EUKEHIURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
FPaths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more Mo job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service]
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Diary 2017

January Ist - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.30am - 4
miles/6.4 km - Leisurely, Finishes 12.45pm approx.
Park at the lower car park near lake off Capstone Road,
MET 31G, TQ779653 for a New Year’s Day 2017
circular walk around Capstone Farm Country Park. No
stiles, just a few minor hills. The Park covers 114
hectares of former farmland set on the North Downs
with a variety of habitats, many of the woods and
hedgerows are hundreds of years old. Contact: John,
07749 760788, billingsjee blueyonder.co.uk

January 2nd - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 5th Dec).

January 5th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Four Days at the
Nursery — A Behind the Shed look at Running a
Traditional Nursery. Jacqueline Aviolet, (see 8th Dec).

January 6th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

January 6th— UpARA, Walk meet Upchurch Village Hall,
10.00am, (see 9th Dec).

January 7th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 3rd Dec).

January 9th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 12th Dec).

January 9th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Organist - Brett Wales, (see 12th Dec).

January 11th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, Quiz
Night bring drink and nibbles. (see 14th Dec).

January 12th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Charles &
Emma Darwin and other Downe Dwellers, Barbara
Stevens, (see 8th Dec).

January 13th — UpARA, Monthly Meeting (see 9th Dec).

January 13th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Textus Roffensis - Michelle Lees, (see 9th
Dec).

January 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, 28th February 3rd, & 4th -
Dick Whittington & His Cat by Jack Homewood, A
traditional family pantomime, Oasthouse Theatre,
Rainham, 8pm with matinees every Saturday at 2pm &
Spm. Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line

www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

January 16th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 2nd Jan).

January 17th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
Workshop I — Basic shape — Symmetrical triangle
fresh flowers, New members welcome, first visit free,
no experience needed, for details contact Kaye Buss
01634 232998 or email kayebuss@btinternet.com

January 19th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Therapy Dogs -
Katie & Cookie with Janet & Bob Clarke, (8th Dec).

January 19th - Rainham Women's Institute Speaker
on *“Making Miracles’ (see 15th Dec).

January 20th - UpARA, Walk meet Upchurch Village
Hall, 10.00am, (see 9th Dec).

January 2 1st — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 3rd Dec).

January 24th — UpARA, Coftee Morning, Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am, (see 9th Dec).

January 25th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Lost
Empires, the last days of music hall & variety — Wilf
Lower, (see 14th Dec).

January 26th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Annual General
Meeting, (see 8th Dec).

January 27th - Medway Geographical Society, Holy
Trinity Church, Twydall Lane, MES 6TN Plenty of
parking available, 7.30 — 9.00pm, ‘Land of Ice and Fire:
Iceland’ - Tony Mitchell, Everyone welcome, come on
the evening or ring Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

TITTER YE NOT by Paul Harris

A play about the life of Frankie Howerd

Friday 9th February 2017

Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham. Curtain up at 8.00pm.
In 2017 the great comedian Frankie Howerd would
have been 100 years old!

To mark this centenary Paul Harris (comedian, writer
and former BBC Radio Kent presenter) will be touring
in his one man show. The play details Frankie’s often
turbulent life both on and off stage and promises to be
a great way to brighten up a winters night!

Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self Assessment - Limited Companies
Trusts - Partnerships « Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning « Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax
Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

( : BUILDING
MAINTENANCE|

07931 864346
Painting & Decorating
Interior / Exterior
All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Davey the
Butcher, 189 Station Road: Berengrave
Service Station or from the orchard 10-
12 am Tues & Thurs. For more
information see the orchard page on
www,thenet.uk.net

LUMBERJACK TREE SERVICES
All tree works and removals
professionally undertaken. All
enquiries call 07584 212520 or email
andrewwoodrow(@hotmail.co.uk

STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve (11634 360359 or 07982 625641

GARDENING / DIY HANDYMAN
All aspects of garden maintenance &
DIY carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Public liability
insurance and DBS clearance, Call
Martin for a no obligation gquote on
07799 265299 or 01634 376477,

PAINTING SOLUTIONS.

All painting outdoors, indoors and any
small jobs. Also Garden Maintenance
Tidy and reliable. Call Ayman on
07547 608 779 or 01634 264834
LEARN YOGA WITH SYLVIA
Improve balance, strength &
{lexibility. In class or one to one

Call 07591 162 657

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573
John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

MATURE HANDY MAN
Gardens tidied, patins, drives cleaned,
small painting projects, curtain poles
and blinds hung, flat packs assembled,
rates negotiable, available evenings
and weekends. Phone 01634 235499 or
07725 159 764 and ask for Alan.
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures 01634
613871 /07736 278509

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Learn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility&
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www. freed-om.co.uk

WU Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare(@outlook.com.
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member, 01634 365453

VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
etc. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY'. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts, sheds & gardens
cleared.

Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits,

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill — 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
GET SLIM FOR WINTER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance

01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality puaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157
for a free no obligation estimate.

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DVD, We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to leamn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
R‘.panui and Refelted, Fencing
repairs, Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, se: wsoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free ¢

and estimates for a first cl
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.
Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. Il you have a problem

Just give us a call. We come Lo you
and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 816093.
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie (1634 611919

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,
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ACTION FORUM COPY DATES
Download and print the free 2017
Action Forum Year Planner from
www.thenel,uk.net. It shows all the
copy and publication dates for 2017,

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,

RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory,

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles,
UPVC specialist, 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
11am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly

meetings including children's and youth I

work please see our website :
wigmorelreechurch.orguk

Visitors are always welcome, Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood, 01634 388187
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire, Disabled
access and hearing aid loop, To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green,
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077,
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM
by Barbara Mackay Miller and
Rosemary Dellar £7.99, Over 180 old
photos, maps et with extended
captions. Available in Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham.

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood’s book “150 Not Out™ is a
history of the club 1856 to 2006,
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15,00

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books {more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare
* Member of Gas Safety Register
= All Boiler Ser 2 &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

' ROOFING REPAIRS

Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

0]634 789025/07950 ?61061
www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

» Local Family Business
» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
* Free demonstrations

« After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256 |

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RS Qualiified

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club

&

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters

@@’A@ Far Trader
01634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
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JOFN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, VHS plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
i Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est. 1971 Gl
Plumbing & /safe :
Heating Chiris Hallett

REFPAIRS, GUTTERING. VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

Fortrs csmates cennore: 016 34 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical
Extra lights,
sockets, w
fuse boards o
& full rewires sTRLER (=]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

| ACTURERSLTD|  ~uoTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains . Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES EPG

07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains.co.uk, W: www crystalcurtans co.uk

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors H

Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

C stering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822 R
Fair Trader  iob: 07897 498189 Yt

Free Surveys & Quotes o

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Kent ME8 BAR

Car parking available

JIn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeval Directors

A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

B

* Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available Kent MES 9PW
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