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‘The Fredville Oak at Nonington near Dover. Locally known as
‘Majesty’, this ancient tree (possibly 600 years old) is one of the
 subjects of Joe Ennis ‘Nature Notes® article this month, see page 8.
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Editorial

On a beautiful autumn half term day we decided to
share the *“M25 experience’ of my weekly visit to the
grandchildren near Woking and meet at the British
Wildlife Centre (www.britishwildlifecentre.co.uk) just
over the border from Kent into Surrey. Although only
a 45 minute journey away, on the A22 near Lingfield,
the centre was new to me. Created about twenty years
ago by an enthusiast on the site of his former dairy
farm it is primarily an educational establishment, fully
booked for the foreseeable future with school parties
and other groups during term time but open to the
general public at the weekend and during school
holidays. Not cheap, currently £37 for a family of
four, but a very good day out if you have primary
school aged children or grandchildren to entertain.
We arrived soon after 10 when it opened and had to
coax our five year and three year old boys away at
4.30pm after the final flying display by four species of
native owls (including an enormous cagle owl
apparently a pair of these can be found nesting
somewhere in Kent). Every half hour throughout the
day an informative 10 minute talk was delivered by
the enthusiastic, knowledgeable and caring staff
introducing the assorted animals. Interaction with and
questions from the visitors were welcomed and even
though they must have given the talks many times
each sounded fresh and original. These are given at the
enclosures so we learned about red squirrels with them
running around our feet and even jumping on some
bystanders. The foxes, wildcats, otters, red deer,
badgers and pine martens stayed in their runs but with
the reward of food from the keepers delighted us with
their antics. Only the hedgehogs it being late October
remained resolutely curled up asleep. Even the
badgers have learned to wake at 3.00pm for a quick
walk around and a snack before returning to the sett
until their more normal nightly scavenge. The
highlight for Jamie (aged 5) was a stoat running round
and round the wire netting alleyways and going to and
fro over his head — I think he would have stayed there
all afternoon if the lure of the playground had not
called. All in all a very good day out, lovely for
children but there were also teenagers and adults
practising their wildlife photography skills with
guaranteed sitters although few of them would stay
still long enough for me (including the children).
Only a couple of months left to prepare for Christmas

so of course we include details of the many Fayres
Sales, Bazaars and Concerts which will be held during
the next few weeks. Rainham Cricket Club are
delighted to be able to report that work has started on
their new pavilion, read more about this and their
progress this season on pages 3 and 9.

Have a very good month, enjoy the sunshine even
though daylight hours are short and we will be with
you again in December.

Correspondence

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
Dear Editor
We are looking to recruit some more volunteer drivers
to assist with our locals clubs and groups. In
particular a group which meet regularly in Gillingham
on a Monday. If you can spare a few hours a month to
help out, then please contact Jo Wilkinson at Kent
Association for the Blind on 01622 691357 or email
jo.wilkinson@kab.org.uk for more details.

Yours sincerely

Jo Wilkinson (Volunteer Coordinator)

Kent Association for the Blind

www.kab.org.uk

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Dear Editor
The 4th Gillingham (Rainham) Sea Scout Group will
hold a Christmas Fayre on Saturday 19th November
from 10.00am -12noon at the Scout Headquarters in
Berengrave Lane. There will be a tombola stall,
Usborne books, guess the weight of the cake, Help the
Heroes, candy floss and more. Entry is free and
refreshments will be on sale.

Kind regards

Cathy Burns

Group Secretary

4thgillinghamsecretary(@gmail.com

RACE NIGHT
Dear Editor
On Saturday 19th November at Hempstead Village
Hall, Hempstead Road, ME7 3QR there will be a Race
Night from 7.45pm in aid of’ Valgrays Border Collie
& Animal Rescue who recently had all their
fundraising goods, banners, charity gazebos and
horse trailer stolen. There is a ongoing investigation.
Entry 1s £7.50 per head, bring your own nibbles and
drinks. There will be a raffle, cards and cakes for sale
and some games in the interval.
If there are any businesses that would like to
sponsor and name any of the races for £25, please get
in touch. For tickets please phone 01634 364024, text
07505365019 penniesfromheaven@virginmedia.com
Many thanks
Denize Halfpenny, Sheila Shepherd
Race Night Co-Ordinators

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB

Rainham Cricket Club members and committee would
like to thank all who have supported us, from near and
far, over the past few months. We particularly wanted
to thank all who came to our Beer Festival in July —
we had a wonderful day, the weather was very kind to
us, the entertainment and food was enjoyed by many
people young and not so young. Your support,
together with funds from Sport England and ECB, has
enabled us to start the building of our new Pavilion
We handed over the site to the Darren Flegg Builders
on 10th October and work has already started. It was
quite a sad occasion getting the old pavilion (built in
1976) emptied of years of memorabilia, some of
which we have kept and other items were ‘recycled’.
Hopefully. if we have a mild winter and your
continued support, the building will be ready for use
when the new season starts next April. We will keep
you informed of the progress. We do, however, need
further funds to enable us to complete the building and
grounds. If you feel that you can help with ideas,
donations, sponsorship or would like more details
please email neilmecue2@virginmedia.com.

WE ARE MARIE CURIE

You probably know of the charity but did you know
there is a Marie Curie shop in Rainham Precinct? The
shop is near Wilko and opposite the dry cleaners.
Recently we had a recruitment day and though people
were generous with money (I think they appreciated
the cakes) we were sad because no-one was able to
give time to help at the shop. Yes, it can be hard work
and not suited to everyone as there are stairs but we
are a very happy team. As they say "many hands make
light work" so please call in and find out how You can
help an important charity. We Need You.

GILLINGHAM MALE VOICE CHOIR

GMVC have a busy schedule ahead with concerts in
December. In early December we have our Christmas
Concert at Gillingham Methodist Church (Second
Avenue, Gillingham) which takes place on the evening
of 3rd December, following that we will be singing
Carols at Hempstead Valley on the 10th December
from 12noon to 2.00pm in support of Macmillan
Cancer. Rehearsals for this busy programme are in full
swing and no one is rehearsing harder than Bill Law.
Bill is a proud Scot who came south some years ago
and is a long-time member of the choir, in fact he is
the only founding member still active. Bill sings in the

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

Energy efficient *A' rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced
Family run independent company o
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 07973 860369 o
www.salmonwindows.co.uk

Baritone section and was somewhat of a mentor to me
when | joined some years ago.
Bill does not confine himself to the choir as he is also
a stalwart of the Gillingham Operatic and Dramatic
Society (The GODS) having appeared in many
productions with them over the years. He also does
the occasional bit of film extra work (Support Artistes
as they are known in the trade).
He is also the least embarrassed Gills football club
supporter I have ever met. He seems to enjoy the
scenic railway style of ups and downs that Gills
supporters have to endure each season. He laughs just
as much at their failures as he does at their successes
and seems just as baftled as everybody else at the
erratic nature of their season. He usually says at the
beginning of the season “The Gills are going up this
year” which changes to “We are going to make the
play offs” which in turn becomes “We are going to
have a good cup run, we might get Arsenal” as the
season progresses, which again changes to “Don’t
worry we are definitely going to stay up.”
Bill says that he intends to carry on being a member of
the choir for many years to come and we all hope he
will be. This short profile of Bill will give you a
flavour of what the usual choir members are about and
why GMVC rehearsals are so enjoyable

Neil Smith - Secretary GMVC

Email nsmith66{@virginmedia.com
DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Hempstead
Wildwood Glade, Black Rock, Stalham, Coppice Ct
Rainham
Henry Street, part Wakeley Road, part Scott Avenue
Lower Halstow
The Street, The Green, Burntwick Drive, School Lane
Cumberland, Westmoreland, Crouch Hill, Vicarage
If you can help please email afi@thenet.uk.net
or ring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)
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Diary 2016

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
aff@'thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages.,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: November 22nd 2016

November 1st — 30th - Art Exhibition Paintings by Local
Artists Clive Bass, John Gilson & Ron Wiseman will
be on show and For Sale in Rainham Library, Birling
Avenue, between 1st & 30th November.

November 5th - “Silent Auction” Upchurch Village Hall,
10.00 to 12.00noon in aid of Hall maintenance. Entry
£2.50 pp includes a drink and cake.

November 5th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 — 10.00pm. New and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner, for more
information ring 366189 or 388546

November 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.50am meet
Graham, graham jenkinson(@blueyonder.co.uk 07989
753278, Tonbridge to Wateringbury Meet promptly in
Wateringbury public car park off Bow Road ncar the
traffic lights. MET8 5DD, TQ691534 for a 10 mile
moderate linear walk along the River Medway finishing
3.00pm approx. 10.00am bus to Tonbridge. Bring
picnic lunch. The perfect walk for those who hate hills.

November 6th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet David Brown 07815 106791 George
Inn, The Street, Newnham MEY OLL GR954577 fora 6
mile undulating walk with hilly sections using roads,
fields and grassland together with woodland areas.
There are no stiles or steps. No Dogs

November 6th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm Meet
at the Volunteers block near the Orchard Car Park. For
more details ring 01634 338191

Bespoke Kitchens
Family owned kitchen & bedroom door
makeover specialists
Many colours & styles made to measure
For a free quote

01795 432850

November 7th - Medway Scrabble Club, alternate
Mondays, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St Stephens Church Hall,
Maidstone Road, Chatham, new members welcome,
details 01634 230500

November 8th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society,
7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls, ‘Putting Your
Fuchsias to Bed” Talk — Sid Garcia, Members £1, Non
members £1.50 All Welcome ring 01634 852519

November 9th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Jim, jimbush46(@btinternet.com Challock Community
Hall TN25 4AT, TR012506 for a 5 mile leisurely
circular walk finishing at 12.45pm approx. bring picnic
for midway break. Pub at end.

November 9th - Medway East U3A: Rainham, 2.00pm,
Rainham Mark Social Club, 56 London Rd, MER 6YX
Dean Caston will be talking about The Royal Variety
Performance the shows and its stars. Visitors £1 Phone
07895 890 635 for further details

November 9th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship.
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Life in Soviet Russia
1970-90 — Irina Fridman, for details contact Rhonda
Peck 07951 629444

November 3rd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Talk “A Vicar's
Life ©. Village Hall behind All Saints Church 2.00 -
4.00pm. New members always welcome 0758 334 3782

November 10th - Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, Update from Serbia, Phil
Shorthouse, for over 50s ring 01634 234712 for details.

November 1 1th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday
9.45am to help those who have lost a loved one. Join us
for a cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

November 11th — UpARA, Monthly Meeting Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2 for
details email Chairman davidrpowell5{@hotmail.co.uk

November 11th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Primary School ME7 5XX, 7.15pm,
Life in the Seven Dials - Leslie Allman, Visitors

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gillard W

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and
mstallation of gas central
heating, boilers, fires, gas and
clectric cookers,

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
« TILED ROOFING
+ FLAT ROOFING
+ LEAD FLASHING
« PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
« FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a1-roofing-services.co.uk
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welcome (small charge) details Val Barrand 07947 Wigmore MES ONX Demonstration by Julia Knight
583327 email lupusrufusi@sky.com or see ‘Jack Frost’, see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring
www.grlhs.weebiy.com 01634 864572 Visitors welcome.

November 12th - Annual Craft Fair, 10.00am to 12.30pm, November 14th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard
Millennium Centre Rainham (Lower Hall). Range of Club, Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham. 7.30pm,
craft stalls including bakes and preserves, tombola Organist - Tony Stace and Andrew Nix, details ring
table, Refreshments Brian Leonard 01634 234694

November 12th - Winter Wonderland, St Matthew’s November 15th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30pm, United
Church, Wigmore 11.00am — 2.00pm, 50p (children Reformed Church (rear hall Balmoral Road, Gillingham
free) meet Father Christmas, Activities, Stalls, Raffle ‘Christmas is coming” decorated parcel, New members

November 12th — Craft Fair, Smallholders Club, 11.00am  welcome, first visit free, no experience needed, details
— 2.00pm Free entry. Stalls available to rent ring 01634 01634 232998 or email kayebuss(@btinternet.com
263408 or email smallholdersclubf@btconnect.com November 15th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,

November 12th - Barnardos Charity Quiz Night, 7.30pm Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -
Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham, Tickets £5 each 9.45pm £3.50. Rolf gets Rattled — Rolf Williams. For
Tables 6-8, Book in advance, 01634 233405 or 01634 Walks see:  wwwerspb.org.uk/groups/medway.
375486, Bring your own Drink and Nibbles November 16th - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2.00pm, Howard

November 12th - Christmas Concert, Bearsted Choral Hall, Woodside, We are a cheerful group of ladies and
Society with Lees Court Music, 7.30pm, St Margaret’s  would love you to join us. Just come along or call
Church, Rainham “A Right Royal Occasion™ Tickets 01634 388912 for further details.
£10 (Students £5) from Church Office - 01634 362023 November 16th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
by email tickets(@bearstedchoral.org.uk and at the door ~ Hall, Hannah Shotton — Talk ‘Demelza House' Gift

November 13th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, Stall provided, New Members Welcome, Ring 01634
10.00am, meet Brian Gevaux 01634 235883, 233554 for more details
Sissinghurst Castle NT carpark (£2 non-members) November 17th - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 - 4.00
TN17 2AB GR 807384 for a 5 mile figure of eight walk ~ pm. Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Centre,
with a break at coffee shop with toilets, undulating walk  Granary Close, Members Meeting. Visitors welcome
with flat stretches using short section of road passing small entry charge per visit. 01634 366276 for details.
through woods, orchards and castle grounds. No Dogs November 17th - Wigmore Thursday Club, All the Rage,

November 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet  Clothes of the 1920s & 1930s, Lee Ault, (see 10th Nov)
Tony/Ann, 01634 406634, vajra.faulkner(@tesco.net November 17th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Speaker Bob
Boughton Street Village Hall car park, Boughton Street.  Ogley on a Kent theme (see 10th Nov)

ME13 9AH right turn off Bull Lane TR054595 for a 5.5 November 18th - UpARA, Walk meet Upchurch Village
mile leisurely circular walk finishing 1.00pm approx. Hall, 10.00am, (see 11th Nov)
Snack stop on route. Pub lunch available at end. November 18th - Hempstara Whist Afternoons, Scout

November 13th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day. Hut. Dukes Meadow Drive. Hempstead, 1.30pm Start.
Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm Get Players of all abilities are welcome, a partner is not
involved at the Country Park by helping with some required, for details call Eunice 01634 231664.
practical tasks on the site Meet at the Visitor Centre For November 18th - Ladies Pamper Evening, Medway
more details ring 01634 337432 Asthma Self Help Gillingham Golf Club, 6.00pm.

November 14th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Tickets £3 in advance, £4 on the door, from £5 per
Friendship Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets treatment (pay stall holder) pre-book 01634 855844
2nd Monday each month to help those still in November 18th — Jazz Gig, Paul Booth/ John Horler
employment who have lost a loved one. Join us for a Quintet, Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland Avenue,
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309, Gillingham, 8.30pm. Admission £10, Details 01634

November 14th — Rainham Flower Club, second Monday 365352 or 07544 312743
each month 7.30pm, St Matthews Community Centre,

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed

e Extra TV /SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting

® TV & Appliances %ct

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
foulshnqu natural beauty, boarding s
[for cats onl r

4 completely new catLe'l? fully compliant
povith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

OV
E’Iewmqs welcomed by appointment.

U]J i . i Contact: Nichol
call Nick 07949 588464 F”'?.:‘géy el s SR
or 01634 262582 9 ¢ vt whiskerslodge.

01634 387075 or 077383 66444

AP SERVICES RAINHAM
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Accounts
= Tax
+  Book-Keeping
*  Payroll
= Audit
*  Associated Services

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham,

Kent MER 7EG

Tel: 01634 375222

Fax: 01634 371318

E Mail: admin{@jadaccountants. co.uk
www jadaccountants.co.uk

Boiler - tech

HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing

Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com _-J;
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts = s

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an e
to all types of business as well as ass
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366

Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES TRU
www.salter-mclean.co.uk

1t and personal service
¢ with personal tax

Neil’s on Wheels
Mobile Caravan & Motorhome Services
Touring Caravan & Motorhome Habitation Checks
Internal & External Repairs Undertaken
Based in Newington — Serving the Southeast
Fully Insured ACOPS Gas Registered
CAG LV & ELV Electnical  Alde Service Engineser
Contact Neil on 07917 680814 or 01795 844223

Or email: neilonwheels2014@hotmail.com

Find us on Facebook: neilsonwheels2014

wospewd@asiatasiunuiedyambiauuo)
ynroargamdaBunerosapbhammm
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BRYANT

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
(NAT:Td AT RATED BY 1 NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexclogy
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUELE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

RAINHAM EVENING WI CRAFT FAIR
Saturday 12th November 10.00am - 12.30pm
Millennium Centre, Rainham (Lower Hall)
Refreshments available. All welcome
christine@holder4352.fsnet.co.uk
WINTER WONDERLAND
St Matthew’s Church, Wigmore MES ONX
Saturday 12th November, 11.00am to 2.00pm
Father Christmas will be in Wigmore to welcome
you in his Grotto!
Plenty of activities and things to stock up on for
Christmas. Entrance 50p (Children Free)

BARNARDOS CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 12th November, 7.30pm start
Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham.
Tickets £5 each with tables of 6 — 8 people.

book in advance, bring your own Drink and Nibbles,

Phone 01634 233405 or 01634 375486
CHRISTMAS CONCERT ‘A Right Royal
Occasion’ Bearsted Choral Society with Lees Court
Music - Music for the Coronation of King George 11
Saturday 12th November, 7.30pm

St Margaret’s Church, Rainham, MES 8AN

Tickets £10 (Students £5) available from

Church Office 01634 362023 at the door or by
email from tickets@bearstedchoral.org.uk

HEMPSTEAD CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Village Hall and All Saints' Church, Hempstead
Saturday, 19th November. 11.30am - 3.30pm
Come and mect Father Christmas, enjoy a light
lunch or delicious home made cake, crafts for the
children and the grand raffle. Free entry for all

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

St. Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow

Saturday 19th November, 1.00 — 3.00pm.

Wide range of crafis, gifts and home baking,
including jewellery, needlework, fountain pens,
cards, local honey and woodwork. Refreshments.

www.thesix.org We look forward to welcoming you!

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis
<rr. Bookings Only ...

Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 V&4

www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MES8 BB.J (Just off Station Rd)

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315
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COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

QUIZ NIGHT
Holy Trinity Church Hall, Twydall
Saturday 19th November, 7.30pm
£5 per person. Bring your own Drinks & Nibbles
For more details ring 377671

CHRISTMAS FAYRE Deanwood School
Friday, 25th November, 3.15 - 5.30pm

Adults 50p, Children 30p, Pre School - Free

Have your photograph taken with Father Christmas
and find something for all the family, Refreshments
For details of running a stall, please contact

Sam Case at samantha.case(@virginmedia.com

“WOLCUM YOLE” Upchurch Choral Society
A concert of Christmas Carols and Songs
St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch
Saturday 26th November, 7.30pm
Conductor: Alfred Pickard
Accompanists: Janet Stone and Sue Rossiter
Entry £5, Refreshments

JOURNEY OF THE MAGI
St Matthews Church Community Centre
Drewery Drive, Wigmore ME8 ONX
Sunday 27th November, 5.00pm
A spectacular Christmas treat by Springs Dance
Company, enjoyed by children and adults alike.
Adults £9, over 5 £4, under 5 years — Free
Tickets from Sue on 01634 372508 or
sue.j.warren(@hotmail.co.uk
CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT
Bredhurst Woodland Action Group
Thursday 1st December, 7.30pm
St Peter’s Church, Hurstwood Road & Green Court
Tickets - £7 pp, ul6s free (includes refreshments).
Tickets must be purchased in advance - Not
available on the night. For information and tickets
call Vanessa Jones on 07813 785940 (eve/weekends)
or email bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com
CHRISTMAS FAYRE St. Peter’s Bredhurst
Bredhurst Village Hall
Saturday, December 3rd, 2.00pm — 4.00pm
Father Christmas £1.50
Children’s Activities & all popular stalls
Entry: Adults 50p Children free
RAINHAM CHRISTMAS CRAFT FETE
The Qast, next to Rainham Station.
Saturday 3rd December, 11.00am — 4.00pm.
Stalls are £10. Visitors are free.
To book table email bookings@oastcentre.org
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR OCTOBER

“I think that I shall never see / A poem lovely as a
tree”

From a poem “Trees” by Joyce Kilmer, a (male)
American writer 1886 — 1918

The large number of the country’s ancient oak trees
growing in the grounds of Blenheim Palace. but
hidden from public view, were in the news earlier in
the year. There was, for example, the Countryfile
Programme in late August about the Country Fair at
Blenheim. We saw a forester felling an ash tree to give
one of the ancient oaks more light and space. The
Palace’s grounds were designed in the early 18th
century by Capability Brown, but he left untouched
120 acres of ancient woodland which was once a royal
hunting ground, founded by Henry [ in the 11th
century, and known as High Park. Recent
investigations by a Kew Garden researcher have
shown that the park contains at least sixty oaks which
are up to 900 years old. These ancient oaks are
believed to have seeded naturally and not to have been
planted. Some of these oaks were pollarded in the
past, which has had the effect of prolonging their
lives. Blenheim Palace claims to be the home of the
greatest collection of ancient oaks anywhere in
Europe. In his book “Meetings with Remarkable
Trees”, Thomas Pakenham writes about what he says
are the two common oaks with the largest girths in
Britain and Ireland — and probably Europe. One is at
Bowthorpe, near Bourne, in Lincolnshire and the other
is at Fredville Park, at Nonington, here in Kent. Both
trees have much the same girth (circumference) at 12
metres (40 feet). The Kent oak is taller at 19 metres
(62 feet) because it is a maiden tree, that is, it was
never pollarded. Accordingly, it has a tall trunk and a
substantial crown, albeit that both are getting smaller
as time goes by. It is some 500 — 600 years old. The
Bowthorpe Oak was pollarded in the past and thus has
a short trunk and a small crown. Because of the life-
extending effect of the pollarding, the Lincolnshire
oak is older at 600 — 1000 years of age. Packenham
wrote that a onetime squire of Bowthorpe used to sit
down to dinner in the tree with twenty friends. He

recalled that the six grandchildren of the farmer who
currently lives at Bowthorpe showed off the tree to
him as if'it were a family pet. They stroked it, petted it
and climbed it and, in doing so, disturbed a little owl
that was snoozing inside the tree. The author felt that
the Lincolnshire oak was more like a cave than a tree;
a cavern with branches growing from it.

Twenty years ago Packenham described the Fredville
Oak as “still strikingly beautiful” and I was anxious to
find out whether this was still the case. | asked Mrs
Ennis if she would like to join me in a visit to the Oak
but she replied that she was happy enough with seeing
some quite impressive oak trees every time she goes
up and down the Maidstone Road. It was on my own,
therefore, that your Natural History Correspondent
headed for East Kent on a sunny October day. The
downs between Canterbury and Dover are
characterised by sleepy villages. scattered woods,
fields of sheep and arable land. It is an area of open
skies and little used country lanes. I turned up
unannounced at the gatehouse to Fredville Park but
there was nobody in. Luckily a local man was working
on the adjoining grounds of Nonington Cricket Club
and he gave me directions. [ was to obtain the
permission from the estate’s gamekeeper to see the
oak. I motored across parkland dotted with sheep and
knarled oak and sweet chestnut trees and stopped at a
group of cottages outside which immature pheasants
were pecking at the ground. It was the gamekeeper’s
wife who kindly took me to the oak. Surrounded and
hidden by other, much younger trees, which shield it
from the wind and gales, it is no wonder that the
Fredville Oak, with a local name of “Majesty™, is so
little known. [ have not been able to discover when the
tree got its name but I shall assume that it was in
Victorian times and treat the tree as female. Her main
trunk is hollow to the sky. It was as if [ was looking up
the inside of a ruined, roofless tower. All around the
tree, where branches have broken off, there are holes
both large and small. Most holes extend through the
thin shell of the main trunk, thus giving the
appearance of windows in a tall tower. One large
branch which has fallen to the ground remains jammed
up in the tree and the landowner, John Plumtre, has
decreed that it should remain there. After a fairly long

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

|24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.A.P. Discounts

ISo call today for a great deal, peace of
imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
rﬂobile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE All Work Guaranteed

Fully Insured

Fair Trader 01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Boarding
Cattery

d in an area of
ding natural

i
Owner FABtrained " £ D U
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only piease
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk

Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

conversation between us, the gamekeeper’s wife left
me on my own and [ spent some time sitting on my
portable seat and studying the tree from all angles. |
wondered whether Rapunzel would suddenly appear at
one of the windows. More seriously, the large branch
that fell was the last primary limb; those remaining are
of a secondary type. I recalled the words of Paul Cook,
Sherwood Forest’s Senior Ranger, who once wrote
that, “Like people, trees can suffer stress. Unlike
people, they can show it by shedding a limb.”
Majesty has shed a lot of limbs, and I was glad that 1
had seen her whilst she was still looking majestic,
despite her age of between 500 and 600 years. [ am
sure that Thomas Pakenham, over the Irish Sea, in
County Westmeath, would be pleased to know that
Majesty remains beautiful. even in her declining years.
I shall therefore write to tell him so.

Joe Ennis

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB: The 2016 Season
For Rainham Cricket Club 2016 turned out to be very
memorable not only because the First and Second
teams won promotion from their respective divisions
in the Shepherd Neame Kent County Cricket League,
but also because sufficient finances were raised for the
construction of a new community clubhouse at
Berengrove Park.

The First XI had a very successful season under the
able captaincy of Stuart Chipperfield finishing runners
-up in the league. They only suffered three defeats in
some closely fought matches. A one wicket defeat
against champions Tonbridge proved to be the most
disappointing result along with two poor performances
against Frindsbury which cost them the championship.
However, when the fight for promotion became very
tight between four clubs towards the end of the league
campaign, a great win at Walmer followed by an
undefeated run of games allowed Rainham to finish
second in the table.

Rainham Second XI also had a successtul season
finishing second in their division. Captain Aaron
Hawkins led his side by example with 511 league runs
and the team headed the table for the first half of the
season. After losing several matches towards the end
of the league campaign player availability improved
and the team finished strongly.

The Third XTI which had to rely on a large number of
colts struggled to get a team for much of the summer
and finished bottom of their division in a

disappointing season which contrasted with 2013
when they finished runners-up in the league.
First XI batsman/wicketkeeper Michael Tyrer came
top of the batting averages with 1072 runs and an
average of 46.61. Teenager Max Bench also had a
great season with the bat scoring 1042 runs with an
average of 37.21. Leading club wicket-takers were
Ryan Ward with 39 wickets and George Mottram with
36. Teenager Mottram also took 13 catches and 3 run
outs to head the club fielding averages.
Although the Under-15 colt’s team led by Paul Bench
achieved the league and cup double, the other teams
failed to win silverware but generally performed well
in an important part of the club that continues to
flourish. George and Charlie Mottram, Max Bench
and Max Wood all had a good season in their
respective age groups.
The drive for a new community clubhouse which
began in 2001 finally became reality in 2016 when the
loans were finalised and sufficient finances raised. A
strong committee led by chairman Bill Drew got
things moving while Neil McCue played a big part in
raising finances. If everything goes to plan it will be
completed and ready for the 2017 season.
Overall, the 2016 season turned out to be the best for
Rainham Cricket Club in more than a decade and
members hope that this will lead to greater success in
the future.

David Wood.

The Employment Through Arts (ETA) Project,
funded by Natwest, is looking for young adults 17 to
24 who are not in employment or education to take
part in a series of creative workshops in Medway
focussed on film making, theatre, teamwork and
employability skills. In partnership with Strood
Community Project, Physical Folk will be delivering
the ETA Project until December 2016.

The project will run 2 days a week over 10 weeks in
groups of up to 12 people. We are currently running a
group at Riverside One Studios, Chatham every
Tuesday and Thursday. We are now taking
applications for the next course

For further enquiries or to book your free place visit
www.physicalfolk.org.uk and click ‘Employment
through Arts (ETA) Project’. Alternatively, you can
contact Lance (Director of Physical Folk) by email
eta(@physicalfolk.org.uk or phone 0844 660 2787.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING
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TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services QE/

o

Regzi;u HELP is on its way
2 UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
A BOILER EXCHANGES

/ | POWER FLUSHING
—w= LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey pra

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investment Planning, Pensions,
Annuities, Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mabile: 07580 579031
theresa elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!
Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 07802 608 222
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 0SN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE » FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
i | Reliable Service
HPR | Hebditch Professional Reliab
HP"""’“’
Renovations Lic

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk
: : Trader
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair ey

| areo| ° Helping you plan for the futm'neml_I

nce, we do th

s by providing
and y famnil

Prate Care Hor

Home appoi
Contact Kelly Duke on M
kelly@argolifeandlegacy.co uk / wwy

argolifeandlepacy.co.uk

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

F & S Construction

Alterations, Refurbishment, Building Work,
Hard Landscaping, Property Maintenance

| Over 30years experience in construction
01634 306692 Office

07789 796256 Mobile

Rainham Community Orchard

Apple Juice for Sale

We are expecting 2500 litre bottles of our apple juice
from the award winning Owl House Fruit Farm early in
November. It will be on sale at £3.00 a bottle in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham and
Berengrave Service Station, Lower Rainham Road.
For more details see Wwww.thenet.uk.net

Mobile Gellux Nail Technician
Fully trained and insured
Gel nails/toenails will last up to 15 days -
over 20 colours!
Please call Hayley to book an appointment

07411 686090

Special offer at the moment

first set £12 (normally £18)!

Have your nails done in the comfort of your own home.
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November 19th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £10 from
carole(@cdadswell.freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

November 19th - Rainham South Councillor's Surgery
Parkwood Youth Centre, 10.00am - 12 noon. No
appointment necessary.

November 19th - Hempstead Christmas Fayre, Village
Hall and Church,11.30am - 3.30pm meet Father
Christmas in his magical grotto, light lunches. Free
entry for all

November 19th - 4th Gillingham (Rainham) Sea Scout
Group Christmas Fayre, 10.00am-12noon, Scout
Headquarters, Berengrave Lane. Tombola stall,
Usborne books, guess the weight of the cake, Help the
Heroes, candy floss, refreshments and more. Entry free

November 19th — Quiz Night, Holy Trinity Church Hall,
Twydall, 7.30pm, £5 per person, BYO Drinks &
MNibbles, details 377671

November 19th — Race Night, Hempstead Village Hall,
7.45pm in aid of Valgrays Border Collie & Animal
Rescue, 7.50 per head, bring own nibbles and drink.
raffle, cards and cakes tickets 01634 364024, text
07505365019 or penniesfromheaven(@virginmedia.com

November 19th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (5th Nov)

November 20th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group.
10.00am, meet Roger Norman (11634 232404 07941
965272 Penenden Heath ME14 2DH GR772573 fora 5
mile walk via Boxley Church, Abbey & Sandling
village. Undulating possible muddy stretches but
minimal road sections 7 Stiles. No Dogs

November 21st - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 7th Nov)

November 21st - Wigmore WI meet St Matthews
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Please contact Chris Ellson 01634 372976 or Barbara
Strachan 01634 268611 for more details.

November 22nd — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am, Guests £2, (see 1 1th Nov)

November 24th - Hempstead Leisure Club, RNLI
Christmas Sale, games, tea and chat (see 10th Nov)

November 24th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Social
Meeting, (see 10th Nov)

November 24th - Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, all welcome, more details 01634 312038,

COMPUTERS
REPAIRED
IN YOUR HOME

Virus/Malware removal
PC repairs and Upgrades
Speed up your PC!

Stuart
Over 22 years' experience
01634 328328 -
07870 641823 " )

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE
01634 329029 or
07803 434929

November 25th - Medway Geographical Society, Holy
Trinity Church, Twydall Lane, ME8 6TN Plenty of
parking available, 7.30 — 9.00pm, “The Impact of
Geography and Geology in the Roman Settlements of
the Medway Valley’ - Simon Elliott, Everyone
welcome, come on the evening or ring 01634 572139

November 26th - Grand Christmas Market, Lower
Halstow Memorial Hall,11.00am

November 26th - Upchurch Choral Society, “Wolcum
Yole” concert of Christmas Carols and Songs with
audience participation, St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch,
7.30pm, Entry £5, Refreshments

November 27th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Frank/Mim Barnyard Restaurant, Gore Farm, Qak
Lane. ME9 7EZ, TQ839660 for a 5.5 mile leisurely
circular walk finishing 1.00pm approx. through
orchards and rural farmland. Meals at Restaurant.

November 27th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet John & Lesley Fielding 07801 537317
Iwade Sheppey Way park along the road after leaving
the village and facing Kingsferry Bridge ME9 88J
GRY03684 for a 5.5 mile almost flat circular walk, 1
stile. Following field footpaths farm tracks and the sea
wall. Could be muddy by the kissing gates. No Dogs

November 27th - Journey of The Magi, St Matthews
Church Community Centre, Wigmore, 5.00pm, Springs
Dance Company, Adults £9, Children £4, under 5 Free,
Tickets 01634 372508 or sue.j.warrenf@hotmail.co.uk

December 1st - Wigmore Thursday Club. Food — We're
always Eating. Christine Pope, (see 10th Nov)

December 1st - Christmas Carol Concert, BWAG,
7.30pm, St Peter’s Church, & Green Court, Bredhurst
Tickets must be purchased in advance, £7 per person,
ul6s free (includes refreshments). Call 07813 785940
(eve/weekends) or email bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com
or purchase online at bwagcarols2016.eventbrite.co.uk

December 2nd — UpARA, Walk meet Upchurch Village
Hall, 10.00am, (see 11th Nov)

December 2nd - Special Christmas Games Afternoon,
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, 2.00 - 4.00pm - Euchre,
Whist, Rummicub, Dominoes, Scrabble and a warm
welcome, £1.50 entry. No Joining Fee

December 3rd - Oast Community Centre, Rainham
Christmas Fundraising Fete 11.00am — 4.00pm £10 per
table. To book email bookings(@oastcentre.org

December 3rd — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 5th Nov)

CERFACE &

FOR TILES

terbury Street, Gilingham, MET SXR|
W.CERFACE CO.UK
Cantact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours
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o Cliff's Mobile Foot Care
Eoot Health Professional
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.
All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Caorns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,
(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALl REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

. 01634 372411
.1 =!-= 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS
Y Domestic Installer

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

Andy Shepherd  priacre

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

T Kitchens
TS MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
o ot Bathroome

Tel/Fax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Website: www.linwoodhe.com LinWOOd

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Est. 1982

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate,

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway 1016%4) 376555

Your local salicitor for all aspects of family, roperty and
business law meluding Wills & Probate, Divor
L dsnn;., Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, E mplmm nt and !mmleratmn
COHt&gt us‘or pop in or a competitive qucte
Saturi ay/evcmn dppointments may be avatlable
ail: cnqurucs vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

LUV K EHII'R'S T
Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortrightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too smail
Prompt and Reliable Service]

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266
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December 3rd - Christmas Fayre, St. Peter’s Bredhurst,
2.00 - 4.00pm, Village Hall. Father Christmas £1.50,
Children’s Activities & all popular stalls, Adults 50p
Children free

December 3rd - Concert for Christmas by Medway Youth
Service, 7.00pm for St. Mary Magdalene Church’s Re-
ordering Appeal. Tickets £5 (£2.50 under 16) include
refreshments from The Parish Office 01634 853459,
email: gillinghamparishchurch@@gmail.com or Hilda
(01634 932135. Free car parking at Saxon Way School.

December 4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10am
meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 River Valley
Upchurch Golf Course overflow car park ME9 7TAY
GR838606 for a 3.5 mile Christmas Lunch (must be
booked in advance) walk via Mereshorough, No Dogs

December 5th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 7th Nov)

December 5th — Rainham Flower Club, Time to
Celebrate, (see 14th Nov)

December 6th - GHS Floral Art Group, *Advent Ring’,
(see 15th Nov)

December 8th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
games tea and chat, (see 10th Nov)

December 8th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Musical
Entertainment, Kingfisher singers, (see 10th Nov).

December 9th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,

Millennium Centre, Rainham (see 1 1th Nov)
December 9th — UpARA, Monthly Meeting (11th Nov)
December 9th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History

Society, From Backstage to Front of House - John

Short, (see 11th Nov)

December 9th — Charity Christmas Concert, Mantissa
Opera and Harmony, 7.30pm, St Mary’s [sland
Community Centre, Island Way West, ME4 3EP,
Tickets: £10 (£9 cons) Under 16/students £5 07816
159668 or tatnall@mantissa.freeserve.co.uk

December10th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, (see 19th Nov)

December 10th - The Union of Catholic Mothers, Carol
Concert featuring The Medway Singers, 7.45pm, St

Augustine’s Church, Parkwood, Coffee/tea and mince
pies served in interval. Tickets Mrs Janet Nastaly (11634
371897 or Mrs Alma Payne 01634 362896,

December 10th - Carol Concert, Rainham Ladies Choir,
Doors open 5.30pm, Gillingham Methodist Church,
Third Avenue, ME7 2LU, Tickets: Adults £7, under 12
years £3, 01634 370797 or 01634 613715

December 11th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Lindsay Floyd & Andy Boorman 07742
702049 07881 933358 Suton Valence park with
consideration in village ME17 3AJ GR814492 for a
5.25 mile walk. Moderate slopes using field paths. 8
Stiles. Dogs Allowed

December 11th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Riverside Country Park, (see 13th Nov)

December 12th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Organist - David Harrild, (see 14th Nov)

December 12th — Rainham Evening Bereavement
Friendship Group, (see 14th Nov)

December 13th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society,
Christmas Festive Meeting and AGM, (see 8th Nov)

December 14th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Christmas at Home, (see 9th Nov)

December 15th - Rainham Women's Institute, Christmas
Party. (see 17th Nov)

December 15th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Christmas tea
with entertainment by Rhona and David (see 10th Nov)

December 15th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Carols and
Readings for Christmas with the children from Fairview
School, (see 10th Nov)

December 16th — UpARA, Walk (se 18th Nov)

December [7th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (5th Nov)

December [8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Jim Gervaux 07807 896995 Selling
Village car park (next to school) ME13 9RQ GR037565
for a 6 mile moderate graded walk through Perrywood
Picnic stop. Pub at end. 4 Stiles, No Dogs

December 18th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day
Capstone Farm Country Park, (see 6th Nov)

December 19th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 7th Nov)

December 19th - Wigmore WI Christmas Meeting, (see
21st Nov)

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants

Self Assessment « Limited Companies
Trusts - Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios

Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony. 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

BUILDING
AINTENANCE]

07931 864346
Painting & Decorating
Interior / Exterior
All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

MURAL ARTIST (Hand painted)
You want to do something unigue for
your business, your home or your kids
bedroom? Call Yvonne: 07707059074
www.yvonnebpayneart.com

ART CLASSES FOR AUTUMN
Local botanical artist offers tuition in
small friendly class for drawing and
painting flowers, novices and
improvers welcome. For details
email Rodwynne@hotmail.co.uk.

LUMBERJACK TREE SERVICES
All tree works and removals
professionally undertaken, All
enquiries call 07584 212520 or email
andrewwoodrow(@hotmail.co.uk
STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641

GARDENING / DIY HANDYMAN
All aspects of garden maintenance &
DIY carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Public liability
insurance and DBS clearance. Call
Martin for a no obligation quote on
07799 263’*)9 or 01634 376477

PAINTING SOLUTIONS.

All painting outdoors, indoors and any
small jobs. Also Garden Maintenance
Tidy and reliable. Call Ayman on
07547 608 779 or 01634 264834

LEARN YOGA WITH SYLVIA
Improve balance, strength &
flexibility. In class or one to one

Call 07591 162 657

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573
MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures 01634
GI13871 /07736 278509

John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648
BASIC DRESSMAKING TUITION
one to one in your own home. From

cutting out to constructing the garment.

For info. ring 01634 360929

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,

MATURE HANDY MAN
Gardens tidied, patios, drives cleaned,
small painting projects, curtain poles
and blinds hung, flat packs assembled,
rates negotiable, available evenings

and weekends. Phone 01634 235499 or

07725 159 764 and ask for Alan.

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Learn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility&
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www.freed-om.co.uk

Wi Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare@outlook.com.

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
ete. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing elc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / (0796 3842 503
C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts,sheds & gardens
cleared.

Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

Mo job too smallLKCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
Nao call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR AUTUMN
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053,

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315 /07766 980 732

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Iri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured - Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the

box to sending your first E-mail.
Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
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ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Yayroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859.

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

017434 672418,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. (01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 lam {with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly

meetings including children's and _\-uulh

work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modemnised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
acecess and hearing aid loop. To book
phone (1634 235507..

PARKWOQOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10,30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activitics, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077,

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting. tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 (07930 183466,
VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,

APPLE JUICE Rainham Community
Orchard, £3 a litre from Sunburst Books
and Berengrave Service Station see
www.thenet.uk.net for details

FREE LISTINGS FOR LOCAL
businesses on www.thenet.uk.net
Click on the “Get Listed™ button on the
front page.

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare
« Member of Gas Salety Register
« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports
= Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
+ 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

WII‘IdOW Fix Direct|
Do you have windows

_01634 ?89025 / 07950 761 061

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

» Local Family Business
« Personal service in the
comfort of your home
« Free demonstrations

- After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RES Quelifizd
LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club

il
Lo |

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES8 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

IGARAGE DOORS
Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

GDAN Fai Trader
701634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, VHS plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors,
We also stock local history hooks

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697

07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s A Est 1974
Plumbing & séfe
Heating Chiris Hallett

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

roris ssimaes wenore 016 34 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, =
fuse boards s =
& full rewires waTaLieh (]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors

Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham
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“[17 CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS L BCTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds » Awnings

Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom

Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W- www.crystalcurtains co.uk

“HIE Plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822
\Er Trader  niob: 07897 498189 %o
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Free Surveys & Quotes N

In time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Diectors

A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

® 24 hour Personal Service
¢ Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY

Kent MES 8AR Car parking available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

* Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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