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A settlement with a few houses along Hempstead Road has existed for several hundred
years, known in the 1600s as ‘Hemsted’. The hamlet's original farmhouse still stands.
According to Wikipedia ‘lands owned by this farm bequeathed to regional administration
have become today's "Hempstead Playing Fields". In Geoffrey Huftons book ‘Off The
Beaten Track’ he states ‘In 1890 the Old Farmhouse and Farm had been bought by a
solicitor named Brake. He split the farm into smaller Plots and offered them for sale. The

‘Chatham News’ of Ist SeEtember 1900 carried the following advertisement HEMPSTEAD
ESTATE Near LUTON Frechold Plots 20 x 20 feet Price £10 each (may be p7aid in
instalments). See the article by a more recent resident of the Old Farmhouse on page 7.

lorna elizabeth

P EOVGER AP HTY

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk

07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

For the last two years all of our attention has been
focusing on the many anniversaries of the Great War,
most recently the beginning of the Somme campaign.
Rather slipping under the radar is the forthcoming
950th anniversary of the great Battle of Hastings
fought between the Saxons and Normans in 1066 at
Battle in East Sussex presumably so named in honour
of the event. It is the one date that we all know from
childhood immortalised in the title of the humorous
book by W.C. Sellar and R.J. Yeatman *1066 and All
That” which was the layman’s guide to all important
historical dates before the advent of the “Horrible
Histories” series of books. Considering that this was
actually a defeat of the native army by the conquering
Normans it is strange that it is so indelibly engraved
on our memories. The Bayeux Tapestry reinforces the
image with the dramatic depiction of the death of King
Harold. Battle Abbey, the location of where he fell
with the arrow in his eye, has recently moved a stone
marking the site of his death to a spot about 20 feet
away from the already revised 1980 position. Possibly
a more accurate assessment but also a good publicity
ploy at the beginning of the holiday season! Anyway it
made me take notice and pass on the information so
well done to the publicists — it worked. I hope the
Abbey gets the visitors it deserves on this historic
occasion. John Austin in a letter on this page suggests
local children should be encouraged to remember the
actual date, October 14th, with an army of craft work
soldiers around Rainham. This would need substantial
planning so there is probably not enough time now to
fulfil the ambition but perhaps local schools could do
something on their own premises so a new generation
of Brits will be able to recall with certainty at least one
important date from our history.

Coincidentally Joe Ennis visits East Sussex in Nature
Notes this month. He describes a visit to the Kent and
East Sussex Railway and Bodium Castle so should
you wish to see King Harold’s revised death site and
time travel back to 1066 you could combine the two
locations for a great day out.

The holidays have only just begun but already many
of our readers are thinking of the new academic year.
If you are part of the silver hair brigade and keep
thinking you really should astonish your grandchildren
by learning at least the basics of that computer they
insisted you needed - now is your chance. The pupils

of Rainham School for Girls will gently initiate you to
this alien world by providing free classes for beginners
during the autumn. Ring 01634 362746 for more
details. At the other end of the age spectrum there are
vacancies for girls at a local Brownie Pack, join in the
fun and make new friends, ring 01634 920424 to find
out more.

Do enjoy August, whether you are home or away we
include plenty more to interest you in our Diary so
please read on and we will be with you again in
September.

Correspondence

1066 AND ALL THAT - A Creative Educational
Suggestion
Dear Editor,
As we approach the 950th Anniversary of the Battle
of Hastings on 14th October this year (without doubt
the best remembered year in English History) I feel it
would be appropriate for our young people to be
involved in a Creative Project. [ suggest young people
from pre-school to early secondary school age could
swamp Rainham High Street and the Shopping Pecinct
with many life size effigies of Saxon and Norman
soldiers — similar to the Guy Fawkes we sce in
November each year.
Recently | visited Battle in East Sussex and on almost
every lamp post and other similar bits of street
furniture was either a Saxon or Norman warrior. As a
retired art teacher [ always viewed celebrating such
events as a great creative challenge for all my students
encouraging all ages to be involved in and inspired by
our history. Studying the Bayeux Tapestry will give
anyone interested a very good idea of the mode and
fashion of dress worn by both armies during this
period.

Yours sincerely

LK. Austin NDD (BA) ATD

100 YEARS CELEBRATION
Dear Editor
The 4th Gillingham (Rainham) Sea Scout Group is
celebrating 100 Years and is calling ex members and
anybody associated with the 4th (from 1960) or the 1st
Rainham, 20th Medway or 20th Medway East in the
40s and 50s, to come along and help celebrate and
meet up with old friends on Saturday 24th September
2.00 — 4.00pm at St George's Scout Hall, Berengrave
Lane, Rainham MES 7TNA
Please bring any memorabilia or let us have a copy
and pass on this invitation to any other former
members.
Refreshments will be available.
Please contact the Group Secretary on email address
4thgillinghamsecretary@gmail.com
Yours sincerely
Cathy Burns
Group Secretary

BROWNIES
Dear Editor,

Due to a number of older Brownies going on to
Guides, 5th Rainham Brownies will have spaces in
September for girls aged 7-10. We meet at Riverside
Primary school on a Thursday during term time. If
your daughter would like to join us, please email
Sthrainhambrownies@@ blueyonder.co.uk or phone
01634 920424 for more information.

Yours sincerely

Michelle

Leader 5th Rainham Brownies
GRAND CHARITY AUTUMN BAZAAR
Dear Editor

Due to an unavoidable late cancellation, we
unexpectedly have a couple of tables free still to hire
for our very popular Grand Charity Autumn Bazaar.
The Bazaar will be at St. Matthew's Hall, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore, on Saturday 15th October, open to
the public from 10.30am to 12.30pm. Any local
charity or craftsperson who would like to take a table
(£7 each, all table money donated to SPANA) is
advised to contact Linda a.s.a.p. by emailing
lindalisgarten(@hotmail.co.uk or phoning 01634
377267. Don't miss this very popular annual event
where everyone will be shopping early for Christmas
whilst supporting the many charities taking part!

Yours faithfully
Linda Lisgarten.
SILVER SURFERS
Dear Editor,

Calling all Silver Surfers! Ever wanted to learn how
to use email, send attachments, do on-line shopping,
join twitter, use a smart phone, search the internct or
use an App — or maybe just learn how to ‘log on?
Who better to help you than the real experts — our
students.

Rainham School for Girls are offering FREE IT help
and support for local absolute beginners for one hour a
week for 4-5 weeks in September/October. Interested?
Phone 01634 362746 to book.

Yours sincerely

Mrs K Moon
CRAFT FAIR
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre. Rainham
Saturdays 13th August & 10th September,
9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £10 from
carole(@cdadswell freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced

Which?

|

Family run independent company e
For advice and a very competitive quote call
Trader

01634 363881 o- 07973 860369 ™"

www salmonwindows.co.uk

RAINHAM LADIES CHOIR

If you love to sing a variety of music from pop to
classics like Bohemian Rhapsody through to
Hallelujah Chorus with all styles in between then
please consider becoming a member. We rehearse
Mondays 7.30 - 9.45pm at St Thomas of Canterbury
Primary school, Romany Road, Gillingham.
Contact 01634 373132 or 01634 370797.

DOLLS’ HOUSE CLUB
Open Day & Exhibition
St Margaret’s C of E Junior School
Orchard Street, Rainham MES 9AE
Saturday 27th August, 10.00am — 4.00pm
& Sunday 28th August, 10.00am — 3.00pm
Admission Free (lottery Funded)
Displays including many new items for this 16th
Exhibition plus Road and Railway layouts, Diecast
Model Collection, Meccano and Aeroplane stands
For more details contact Sylvia 01634 312038

GRAND OPENING

Bredhurst Cats Adoption Centre — Matts Hill Road,
ME9 7XA Parking close by

Sunday 4th September, 11.00am —4.00pm
Attractions include — Entertainment, hot and cold
refreshments, Craft stalls, large children’s corner, bric
-a-brac. books, cat related items and much more

And a chance to visit our wonderful cats in their
newly refurbished homesContact Carol 07973 677390

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:

Rainham

Lower Rainham & part Lower Rainham Road

Henry Street, part Wakeley Road, part Scott Av
Beechings Way (Pump Lane to Bloors Lane)
Hereford, Monmouth, Lichfield. Ripon & Ely Closes
It vou can help please email af{@thenet.uk.net

orring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

@ Berengrave Service Station S SNEReL
FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS
mors ) SERVICNG  <C” DIAGNOSTICS
& RS - RePwRs G AR-CON

e e e R T Call 01634 233619

[ Home Help Service

AtHome Out & About g
» Housework * Visiting the shops | Tuke Care
e Respite sifing ~ * Supportfo | Caring For Your Independence

gpponiments Please call us on
. i * Companionship
gmddemng; for outings | 0]634 316821
Anehmar T ted.| www.tokecarettd.co.uk
u sent the \-'Evr\fj PHSOR 1. Assistants CRB checked,
arol, she could have been &Mulg insured & referenced.
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Diary 2016

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
afthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: August 23rd 2016

August 7th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group. 10.00am
meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941965272
Goathurst Common car park at crossroads with

Nightingale Lane, Sevenoaks GR 497519 TN 14 6JA for

a 6 mile walk 3 stiles Dogs on leads contact walk leader

August 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Len, 01634 319391, lenbeadlet@ blueyonder.co.uk
Chartham village green. TR108549 CT4 7JA for an 8.5
mile leisurely walk finishing 2.45pm approx. 2 sharp
climbs, 4 stiles and a couple of slight slopes.

August Tth - Volunteer Conservation Task Day, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm. Get involved by
helping with some practical tasks on the site. Meet at
the Visitor Centre. For details phone 01634 337432

August §th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham meets 2nd Monday
evening each month to help those still in employment
who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat,
ring Julie 01634 364309,

August 8th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30pm,
Organist - Paul Carman, details Brian Leonard 234694

August §th — Rainham Flower Club, second Monday each
month 7.30pm, St Matthews Community Centre,
Wigmore see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring
01634 864572 Visitors welcome.

August 8th — 21st - Free Childrens” Entertainment,
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre, 11.00am — 1.00pm
& 2.00 — 4.00pm daily outside Pandora and Thomson,
Children must be supervised at all times.

August 9th - Big Bug Hunt, Pond Dipping and Sweep
Netting, Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon or
1.00 - 3.00pm. Children must be accompanied by an
adult. £3 per child. To book phone 01634 337432

August 9th - Willow Weaving, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 10.00am — [2noon Use willow to make different
objects like a star or a basket. Suitable for the whole
family, £3 per person. To book phone 01634 338191

August 9th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, *Secrets of the Walled
Garden’ - D.J. March, Members £1, Non members
£1.50, All Welcome ring 01634 852519

August 10th - Orienteering Family Fun, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon, Learn how to use a
compass and test your orienteering skills. Suitable for
groups, families and individuals who are after a bit of
adventure. £3 per person, to book phone 01634 338191

August 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 6.30pm,
meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 Parkwood
Green, Gillingham GR 809642 MES 9PN for a 4 mile
Evening flat walk through Foxburrow Wood to
Meresborough, 2 stiles, Dogs on leads if permitted

August 11th - Animal Bag Making, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon Make your own wildlife and
animal themed bag using inspiration from around the
park. £3 per child. To book phone 01634 337432

August 12th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

August 12th — LlpARA Monthly Meeting Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2 New
Members Welcome For details email Chairman David
Powell davidrpowell5(@hotmail.co.uk

August 13th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group Meet
Stephen Manning 07551 712438 London Capital Ring
Walk —stage 7 Start Woolwich for a 9.5 mile walk via
Falconwood finish at Marvels Lane, Grove Park

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses

Beginners: August 2nd, September 13th
Improvers: August 3rd, September 15th

Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gillard %

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety cheeks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and
mstallation of gas central
heating, botlers, fires, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
« TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA |/ SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a‘-roofing-services co uk
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August 13th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £10 from
carolefwcdadswell.freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

August 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Geoll, geofT.rambler@me.com Kits Coty to Aylesford
for a 6 mile leisurely circular walk finishing 1.15pm

Avenue, Gillingham, 8.30pm, Protect the Beat featuring
the multi saxophonist Derek Nash. Admission £10,
enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743

August 20th - Rainham South Councillor's surgery

Parkwood Youth Centre, 10.00am - 12 noon. No
appointment necessary.

approx. Park in Old Chatham Road, near junction with  August 20th - Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, Jazz Night

Chatham Road, North of Kits Coty Brasserie.

August 14th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,10.00am,
meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977 614033
Shipbourne Upper Green Road, opposite church and
Chaser Pub GR 592522 TNI 1 9PE for a 5.5 mile walk

via Ightham Mote and Fairlawne Estate. Terrain is hilly

with 15 stiles. Dogs on leads if permitted contact leader
August 14th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,

with the ' Dr. Jazz' The Swinging Traditional Dixieland
Jazz Band. 7.30pm Tickets £9 cach call Kay 01795
844409 Please bring your own beverage

August 21st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

10.00am, meet Jim Gevaux 07807896995 Newnham
park considerately on roadside GR 954577 MEY OLL
for a 5.5 mile undulating route. No stiles. Dogs on leads
if permitted contact walk leader

Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, learn August 21st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet

about the country park’s management and meet new
people. Meet at the volunteer block near the orchard car
park. For more details phone 01634 338191

August 15th - Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mondays,

2.00 — 4.30pm, St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone
Road, Chatham, new members welcome, (01634 230500

August 16th - Wildlife Faces, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am —
own wildlife face of your favourite Riverside creature,
£3 per child. To book phone 01634 337432

August 17th - Butterflies and Bush Crickets, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm Soak up the
summer sun with the park’s butterfly and bush cricket
population, then create your own butterfly or cricket.
Suitable for the whole family. £3 per person, to book
phone 01634 338191

August 17th - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2.00pm, Howard
Hall, Woodside, We are a cheerful group of ladies and
would love you to join us. Just come along or call
01634 388912 for further details.

August 17th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Janet Bryant — Talk *Ponds and Water Gardens’,
Pelargonium Show, New Members Welcome, Ring
01634 233554 for more detail

August 19th— UpARA, Village Walk, 10.00am from
Village Hall, New Members Welcome (see [2th Aug)

August 19th - Hempstara Whist Afternoon Scout Hut
Dukes Meadow Drive, 1.30pm start. Players of all
abilities welcome. A Partner is not required, for details
ring Eunice 01634 231664

August 19th — Jazz Gig. Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland

John, 07749 760788, billingsjc(@blueyonder.co.uk
Ightham Mote to Knole Park a 9 mile moderate circular
walk finishing 3.00pm approx Park in Ightham Mote
(National Trust) car park (top end). Mostly footpaths
and bridal paths Several hills one very steep hill at start.
Could be muddy in places if wet. Bring picnic lunch for
midway break. Dog friendly

12noon Join the rangers and make your very August 23rd — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch

Village Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome (see 12th Aug)

August 23rd - Big Bug Hunt, Pond Dipping and Sweep

Netting, Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon or
1.00 — 3.00pm. Children must be accompanied by an
adult. £3 per child. To book phone 01634 337432

August 24th — UpARA Outing, Day Trip to Southend,
details email Chairman davidrpowell5t@hotmail.co.uk
August 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet

Frank/Mim Penshurst for a 6.7 mile leisurely circular

walk finishing 1.45pm approx. Meet in layby in

Penshurst Road (B2176) in Penshurst. TN11 8BN

TQ526437 a clockwise circular walk Bring picnic lunch

for midway break. Pub/shops at end.

August 24th - Fire Building and Cooking Over an open
fire, Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm,
learn to start a fire with flint and steel, Please bring
food to cook over your fire. Suitable for the whole

family, £3 per person, to book phone 01634 338191

August 25th - Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, all welcome, 01634 312038,

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
Extra TV / SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances Set
Up

Call Nick 07949 588464

or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM
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Frlendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
fof ou(sLmdmg natural beauty, boarding is
for cats onl F

4 com, lme Y new can.erg fully compliant
jwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

[Viewings welcomed by appointment,

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235037
Fmau info@whiskerslodge. comy
eh: www.whiskerslodge.com

h



CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Accounts
4 Bioors Lane, Rammham, Tax
Kent MES TEG B‘mi\ o fom
Tel: 011634 375222 ).l -"tt| “
Fax: 01634 371318 2 I.l.n:u
3 i) Audit

EM dming accountants.co.uk
www. jadaccountants,co,uk

*  Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Bailer Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

hoilertechservices@btinternet.com =

All work guaranteed, Genuine QAP Discounts —~55w

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES TRU
www.salter-mclean.co.uk

Neil’s on Wheels
Mobile Caravan & Motorhome Services
Touring Caravan & Motorhome Habitation Checks
Internal & External Repairs Undertaken
Based in Newington — Serving the Southeast
Fully Insured ACOPS Gas Registerad
C&G LV & ELV Elecirical  Alde Service Engineer
Contact Neil on 07917 680814 or 01795 844223

Or email: neilonwheels2014@hotmail.com
Find us on Facebook: neilsonwheels2014

u worlewd@anasasiunuiedyainbaauuo)

ynrorgamdaiunetosapbammm
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MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG e
BRYANT IS
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
NA4ABC AT RATED BY NHEC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treaiments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE I!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

HEMPSTEAD

THE OLD FARMHOUSE: (1932 - ¢.1990)

'The Old Farmhouse', (once known as "Hempstead
House') stands in Harrow Road behind the 'Flying
Saucer'. Qriginally the house fronted onto
Hempstead Road, but in the early 1940's the owner
(my Grandfather) sold land to the brewers that
included the frontage - and a derelict bowling green
that was directly in front of the house. This had the
unfortunate effect of cutting the house off from
Hempstead Road, hiding the property behind a high
fence and also spoiling the view.

Actually 'The Old Farmhouse' was not only one
house but really fwo houses! Facing Harrow Road is
the Georgian section known as 'Hopewell House',
(insisted by some to be a mis-spelling of 'Hop Well'),
which had two bedrooms, two living rooms, two
sculleries. one inside and one outside toilet, a front
door, a side door (and several interior doors opening
into the 'Old Farmhouse' itself). 'Hopewell House'
was always home to tenants but my Grandparents
always inhabited the 'Old Farmhouse' side, so it was
that they and various relatives lived on one side
whilst my parents and the tenants on the other!

I grew up fed on a hodge-podge of stories relating to
the lovely Tudor side - how the massive black beams
across the ceilings had once been parts of sailing
ships and had the notches to prove it. I heard about
the beams in the kitchen that had been replaced
when my Grandfather set fire to a pot of tar he had
been heating on the grate of the inglenook fireplace,
and was told how 'The Old Farmhouse' was not
originally a farm house at all but had started life as a
hunting lodge - there was even a theory that
Elizabeth Tudor had come to visit and hunt the wild
boar and deer that inhabited the dense forest area. In
Harrow Road was a large barn called "The Hollies',
once it had been one of several barns belonging to

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis
weee BoOkings Only ...

Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre frips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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QCR CAR REPAIRS

uto ele Er'i S
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fabs - Air Con - ABS
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 Vi54

www.qersales.co.uk  germick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 BBJ (Just off Station Rd)

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

'"The Old Farmhouse' but now it was owned by Mr
Gorf, our neighbour,
I understood that in the early 1900's my
Grandparents had bought the house and much land
from two spinster ladies named the Miss Catts. |
know it had once belonged to a Charlotte Wraikes
but have never been able to verify anything about the
Miss Catts so maybe they were only renting? I once
had access to old deeds when choosing a name for
my own house and discovered a very early owner
had been a Sir Richard de Wildash, a good name
(Wildash) for a house, I thought!
Qutside of the kitchen was a rather ornate pump,
made of cast iron and weighing a ton! 1 never knew
it to be used as mains water was connected before |
was born and the well was dry anyway! Sadly, the
top of the pump was stolen about 1990 - perhaps for
scrap?
The three sculleries in the two abodes were
extremely primitive with flint walls and uneven
brick floors, concrete coppers, cold water taps and
shallow sinks. At one end of the 'Old Farmhouse'
was a room with a sloping roof known as the "End
Place'. Here there was a wonderful brick built oven,
so large it was possible to craw] right inside. About
1950 my Aunt (Mrs Waters) purchased the property
from my then widowed Grandmother and had the
'"End Place' and brick oven demolished- also the flint
built sculleries. The whole house (s) had been
allowed to deteriorate badly and during the war
heavy gunfire, shrapnel ete. had contributed to the
dreadful condition of the roof. In fact it was quite
possible to stand on the ground floor in some parts
and see the sky. Now the whole house was repaired.
a new bathroom put in and ene kitchen built to
replace the sculleries. There would be no more
tenants!
With only my Aunt and Uncle occupying the house
that had always been home to so many people, it
seemed that much of the atmosphere was lost. Empty
rooms that had once been warmed by logs and coal
fires were now cold and damp, and gradually the
whole place took on a feeling of decay as my Aunt
became older and less able to notice the
deterioration. By the time she died the poor old
house was in much the same state it had been in
when she had first moved in!

Continued on page 9
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JULY

On a sunny July day, of some time ago, my wife and |
went on a boat trip on the River Rother from
Newenden to Bodiam Castle and made the return
journey by a steam hauled train of the Kent and East
Sussex Railway. Newenden, one of the smallest of
Kent’s villages. is on the border with East Sussex. It
has a small church, a public house (the White Hart)
and a cricket pitch with a pavilion that stands in the
shade of a massive oak tree.

We boarded the motor vessel “Dannie Lee™ at
Newenden Bridge.Teas can be had, before or after
sailing, at Riverside Cottage alongside the bridge.
The River Rother has fairly high banks on the stretch
to Bodiam Castle and the view from the boat was
therefore somewhat limited. However, the trip was a
relaxing one and there was plenty to see, from a
natural history point ol view, on or alongside the river.
Waterside plants to be seen in July included meadow
sweet, purple and yellow loosestrife and great willow
herb or “codlins and cream™. We heard the rattling
notes of a sedge warbler emanating from the common
reeds that line the river. We saw many dragon and
damsel flies, including the banded demoiselle, one of
our largest damsel flies. The male has a metallic blue
abdomen and a broad, blue black band to its wings.
The banded demoiselle has a butterfly-like flight. It
can often be abundant on slow moving rivers with tall
vegetation, such as the River Rother.

We alighted from the boat just before Bodiam Bridge
and entered the grounds of Bodiam Castle which was
built in the 14th century, is surrounded by a moat and
is owned by the National Trust. The castle towers
serve as places where, during the summer, three
species of bat, Daubenton’s, Natterer’s and pipistrelle
roost and the females of the species give birth. The
first two species are medium sized bats and the third is
Britain’s smallest and commonest bat. The maternity
roosts are occupied from May to August, and
sometimes into September. The males roost
separately, sometimes all three species together. In the
heat of'a summer’s day, bats often move about inside
the roost sites and there is plenty of chattering,

especially in the maternity colonies. Droppings litter
the floors of the towers in which the bats and their
young roost. The droppings are small. dark, oval
shaped and crumbly.

Daubenton’s bats feed over water and, at Bodiam, they
fly low over the castle moat and the River Rother in
search of insects such as caddis {lies. The Natterer’s
bats hunt among trees where they pick flies and small
moths off leaves and twigs. Pipistrelles are the species
to be found flying over domestic gardens and around
houses in search of flies and small beetles. They have
a rapid, jerky flight. In due course we had a cup of tea
and a cake at the National Trust restaurant. We were
entertained by some very cheeky house sparrows and
chattinches mopping up crumbs on plates that had not
been cleared away. On our way to Bodiam Station we
crossed over the River Rother by means of'a three
arched 18th century bridge. We noted that the native
plants in the river were being crowded out by masses
of Himalayan Balsam, an introduced plant, which is
becoming a nuisance in many of the country’s rivers.
At Bodiam Station we climbed aboard a train to be
hauled by a former Great Western Railway Pannier
Tank steam engine No 1638. Once on the move we
had a view, out of the left hand window of the
carriage, of the ficlds alongside the River Rother,
which are lined with fresh water dykes. Mute swan
were swimming in some of the dykes, in one case
among a ralt of yellow water lilies. Some of the fields
were arable and were producing oil seed rape, wheat,
maize and mowing grass. Jackdaws and rooks were
feeding in a field littered with large hay bales bound
with black plastic polythene. Other fields were in use
for the grazing of beef cattle and sheep.

The view out of the right hand window was one of
woods and small fields typical of the Sussex Weald.
The tower of Ewhurst Green church stood out
prominently on the high ridge of the Weald. The
flowers we spotted from the train included foxgloves,
rose bay willow herb, tansy and {leabane. The regular
sightings ol oast houses and of escaped hops growing
in festoons over line-side hedges and fences were an
indication that hops were once commonly grown in
the area. The brewers Guinness once had extensive
hop gardens in the vicinity of Bodiam Station which,

TAURUS LOCKS

MEDWAY 24 HOUR

Boarding

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (Mo call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

18Il Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.A.P. Discounts

ISo call today for a great deal, peace of
imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE All Work Guaranteed

Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Fair Trader

Catter
Located

: TRy s
Owner FAB trained ‘CDHUY
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appoiniment only please.
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
2: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR
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in days gone by, was busy with the comings and
goings of hop pickers from London. We alighted at
Northiam Station a short distance, by footpath, to
where we had left our car at Newenden Bridge.

Joe Ennis

THE OLD FARMHOUSE HEMPSTEAD
Continued from Page 7
When the hurricane struck in 1987, folk jokingly
remarked that "The Old Farmhouse' was the only
building in the village to remain undamaged - because
the wind went straight through", no exaggeration!
Now the property went on the market and was
purchased by a developer. Hopes that this meant the
house would be repaired ete. were soon confounded!
An application had been received by the Council for
the building to be demolished. and for a number of
houses to be built on the land! Happily the Council
were quick to put on a preservation order but still
substantial damage was inflicted by heavy plant
throbbing close to the walls. Villagers were appalled
and rallied support in every way possible, but for some
years the house remained deteriorating and changing
ownership, until there were fears it would fall down
unless something was done quickly.
Today, thanks to the farseeing Murphy family, "The
Old Farmhouse' stands as proud as ever.
Picked down to a skeleton and rebuilt brick by brick it
now graces the very small plot left by the builders and
more than holds its own against modern neighbours. It
may have gained another dormer window and a
bathroom or two but who cares? "The Old Farmhouse'
remains what it has always been since Tudor days -
the heart of Hempstead.

Yvonne Lane

CONCERT *THEN SINGS MY SOUL?
St. Mary Magdalene Church, Gillingham
Sunday 4th September. 2.30pm
Pam Rhodes is returning to her native town,
Gillingham, to perform a concert in the format of
"Songs of Praise", which she has been associated with
since 1987, in aid of the
Church Re-Ordering Appeal,

Tickets including refreshments £8 (at the door £10)
from The Parish Office 01634 853459
gillinghamparishchurch@gmail.com

or Hilda on 01634 932135

JAZZ GIG
Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland Avenue, Gillingham
Friday 19th August 2016 at 8.30pm
Protect the Beat featuring the saxophonist Derek Nash.
Admission £10

Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743.
PTB contains five of the finest Jazz Funk experts you
are likely to find. and has been described in the music
press as “The strongest live act within the genre in the

UK at this time” Come and see for yourselfl

JAZZ NIGHT WITH THE 'DR. JAZZ'
Swinging Traditional Dixieland Jazz Band
Saturday 20th August, 7.00 for 7.30pm
The Lower Halstow Memorial Hall
Tickets £9 each call Kay 01795 844409
Please bring your own beverage

SPONSORED KNIT

Lions Club of Gillingham - Beds for Babichi

Tuesday 6th September 1.30pm for 2.00pm start
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES 9PN

A Lions Appeal to provide 155 new beds and bedding
for the Babichi Orphanage in Belarus in one of the
areas most affected by the Chernobyl Nuclear Power
Station Disaster 30 years ago.

Six Knitters per Team

Double Knitting Wool provided. Please bring your
own pair of No. 8 Needles (4mm metric)

20 Stitches to be cast on, Plain Knitting throughout
Knitting Time Maximum 2 hours. Knitted lengths will
be used for blankets. Please get your family and
friends to Sponsor You and bring your Sponsorship
torm with you. Certificates to be awarded for
maximum length knitted and maximum sponsorship
raised by individual knitters and tcams.

Refreshments in the form of Tea, Coftee or Squash
together with biscuits, will be brought to your table by
the Stewards. Free Raffle Tickets on your table
Please contact the event organiser for application and
sponsor forms Lion Gina Druker, 52 Hunters Way
West, Chatham, MES 7HL, Tel: 07491134174

SHOW DAY

Rainham Horticultural Society

Saturday 10th September, 2.00 — 4.00pm

Oast House Community Centre, Granary Close,
Rainham Visitors welcome, ring 366276 for details.

* TREE MANAGEMENT
» CHIPPING

+« STUMP GRINDING LIND
+ PLANTING SA

+ MULCH
+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services
Reg Na. HELP is on its way
2% UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
Site POWER FLUSHING
Z8afel | ;xURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey pra

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investment Planning, Pensions,
Annuities, Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 07802 608 222
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES 0SN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING + DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www .cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE * FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR jp Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
e L

Renovations Ltc

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk i
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair Tl‘llllﬁf

argoliic® Helping you plan for the futurem

able
07494 170 110
golifeandlegacy.co.uk

Contact Charlotte P, .
charlotte@argolifeandlegacy.co. uk / www.s

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.

Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

F & S Construction

Alterations, Refurbishment, Building Work,
Hard Landscaping, Property Maintenance

Over 30years experience in construction

01634 306692 Office

07789 796256 Mobile

Rainham Community Orchard
Lower Bloors Lane junction with Lower Rainham Road.
Following a successful pruning season our volunteers are
controlling weeds and improving the habitat for wildlife.
In the autumn we will have pick your own open days
More volunteers always welcome,

Email orchard{@thenet.uk.net or see the orchard page on
www.thenet.uk.net for more details.

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

Square or Landscape shape
£28 per month
£78 for 3 months

Email af@thenet.uk.net
or call Hamish on 01634 310011

9.00am—>5.00pm Monday to Friday

Diary 2016

August 27th & 28th - Dolls” House Club Open Day &
Exhibition, St Margaret’s School, Rainham, Saturday,
10.00am — 4.00pm, Sunday 10.00am - 3.00pm,
Admission Free details contact Sylvia 01634 312038
www.rainhamdhc.co.uk

August 28th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Mandy., 07758 232871 Maidstone Parks & Riverside 10
mile leisurely circular walk finishing 3.30pm approx
Meet at Penenden Heath car park, Maidstone Bring
picnic lunch for midway break. Pub at end.

August 28th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Margaret / Barrie Davis 07749 853000
Teynham Railway Station (free) GR 957632 fora 6
mile walk No stiles. Stop beside the Creek. No toilets.
Dogs on leads if permitted contact walk leader

August 29th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 15th Aug)

August 30th - Wild Biscuit Decorating, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon Decorate your very own wild
biscuits. Suitable for all the family, £3 per person. To
book phone 01634 337432

September Ist — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, A Look at Crime in
Victorian Kent, Helen Allinson, for over 50s ring 01634
234712 for details.

September 2nd — UpARA, Village Walk, 10.00am from
Village Hall, New Members Welcome (see 12th Aug)

September 2nd - Games Afternoon, Lower Halstow
Memorial Hall, 2.00 - 4.00pm - Euchre, Whist,
Rummicub, Dominoes, Scrabble and a warm welcome,
£1.50 entry includes a cup of tea/colfee and biscuits.

September 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 8.30am meet
Jim, jimbush46(@ btinternet.com at the car park near
Bredhurst for car sharing for a 12 mile moderate
circular walk finishing 2.00pm approx at the famous
Seven Sisters. Walk will start at approx 10.00am.

September 3rd - Bredhurst Village Show, 2.30pm, Village
Hall, Ring (11634 233554 for more details

September 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Ade, 01634 306405, adeballard@yahoo.co.uk Harvel
Park considerately in Harvel Street and meet by the
Amazon and Tiger pub. Post Code: DA13 0DE (DA13
0DE, TQ651632) for a 5.6 mile leisurely circular walk

MUSICAL MOVEMENT CLASS
Burn calories at this fun class,

You won't even know you are exercising.
Suitable for over 50's but all welcome
Mon 11.45 @ The Scout Hut, Wigmore

Starting 16th May
Tues 12.15 @ Holy Trinity Church,
Twydall Starting 17th May

BELLY BUSTER/FLAB FIGHTING FIT CLASS

Exercise to specifically target dangerous

belly fat as well as other fat.

Learn to become the lean healthier you.
Mon 11.15 @ The Scout Hut, Wigmore
Starting 16th May
Contact Janet 07731455536

janet.job@hotmail.co.uk

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE
01634 329029 or
07803 434929

finishing at 1.00pm approx

September 4th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Riverside Country Park, (see 7th Aug)

September 4th - Bredhurst Cats Adoption Centre — Grand
Opening, Matts Hill Road, ME9 7XA, 11.00am —
4.00pm, parking close by. Contact Carol 07973 677390

September 4th - Concert Then Sings My Soul, St.
Mary Magdalene Church, Gillingham, 2.30pm, Pam
Rhodes "Songs of Praise” Tickets £8 (door £10)
01634 853459 gillinghamparishchurch@gmail.com
or Hilda 01634 932135

September 6th - Sponsored Knit, Lions Club of
Gillingham, Beds for Babichi. 2.00 — 4.00pm Parkwood
Community Centre, MES 9PN Six Knitters per Team
contact Gina Druker, 07491 134174 for details.

September 6th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
‘Up the Pole” — a vertical arrangement + pre-show
discussion, New members welcome, first visit free, no
experience needed, for details contact Kaye Buss 01634
232998 or email kayebuss(@btinternet.com

September 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30 pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane. Putting the
garden to bed in the Autumn - Jean Griffin, New
members welcome, ring 366276 for details.

September 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Mike at the commuter car park north of Bredhurst for
an 8 mile leisurely circular walk finish 2.30pm approx
Bring picnic lunch for midway break. Pub at end.

September 8th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Serbia, Phil
Shorthouse, (see 1st Sept)

September 9th — UpARA, Monthly Meeting (12th Aug)

September 10th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s
Millennium Centre, (see 13th Aug)

September [0th - GHS Floral Art Group, United
Reformed Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, Autumn Show for details contact Kaye
Buss 01634 232998 or email kaycbuss(@btinternet.com

September 10th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Show
Day, Oast House Community Centre, Granary Close,
Rainham 2.00 — 4.00pm Visitors welcome, ring 366276

September 10th - Concert, St Mary’s Island Community

Centre, 7.30pm., Harmony and the Vision Signing

Choir Tickets £10, cons £8, from 07816 159668 email:

harmonykent@hotmail.co.uk.

@ CERFACE:
FOR TILES

WE'VE GOT IT!

If your |

look no further!

Supply & Fit Service
showroom: 27.2 Canterbury Street, Gilingham, MET 5SXR
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.




‘- Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care
Foot Health Professional
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NQ JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

]
s = 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
s ] Domestic Installer

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd [ roicier Lo

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

TRUST Kitchens
& MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
Bathrooms
Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.
-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Ll nwo °d

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0650 7338 Est. 1982

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs,
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all d» ects of family, Fmpn_ll) and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorceé
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, I.mp](mm_nl and Immigration.
Contact us or pop in for a compefitive q’ug’t
Saturdayfevem ap omtrﬁenrs may 2 av =]
emall: enguitiesimvewhitesolicitors.co.u
www. vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring Licensed Waste Carrier
Mick Eardiey

Fully Insured
1634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Frompt and Reliable Service]
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Diary 2016

September 10th - The FAS (Foetal Alcohol Syndrome)
Charity Ball Black Tie Event, Priestfield Stadium,
7.00pm, Carriages 1.00am, Tickets £80 each from
grace(@ graciousevents.biz or 07840 120586

September 10th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30— 10.00pm. New & experienced dancers welcome,
with /without a partner, ring 366189 or 388546

September 11th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Tony/Ann, 01634 406634, vajra. faulkner(@tesco.net at
Bearsted. Go to the end of the Church Lane and park
just past the church beside allotments. (ME14 4EF,
TQBRO0555) for a 5.2 mile leisurely circular walk
finishing 1.00pm approx Bring picnic lunch

September 11th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Meet
at the volunteer block near the orchard car park. For
more details phone 01634 338191

September 12th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 15th Aug)

September 12th — Rainham Flower Club, *Update your
Skills® part 3 (see 8th Aug)

September 12th — Rainham Bereavement Evening
Friendship Group, (sce 8th Aug)

September 12th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Organist - Janet Dowsett, (see 8th Aug)

September 13th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society,
*Organic Growing in the Garden” Talk Brian Carline,
(see 9th Aug)

September 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.00am meet
Margaret, (11795 843927, maglou 1@ vahoo.co.uk The
Tuck Inn, London Road, Newington ME9 7PB,
TQ846650 for a 5.5 mile moderate circular Breakfast
walk finishing at 11.30am approx

September 14th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Women in the Navy
— Andrew Theobold, detailsRhonda Peck (07951 629444

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

September 15th - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 - 4.00
pm. Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Centre,
Rainham. Speaker on "Portrait of Matt Monro".
Visitors welcome for small entry charge per visit. Ring
01634 366276 for details.

September 15th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Fingerprints
and Murder, Jack Deans, (see 1st Sept)

September 15th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 - 9.45
pm £3.50. Wading through Waders — David Darrell-
Lambert. For Walks see: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/
medway.

September 16th — UpARA, Village Walk, (see 12th Aug)

September 16th - Jaze Gig, The Dave Lewis Band, (sce
19th Aug)

September 16th - Paranormal Investigations, Fort
Ambherst, Dock Road, Chatham, Gates open 8.00pm,
Safety Brief R.30pm Activities start 9.00pm finish
3.00am approx, Medium Richard Ware, Tickets £35 pre
book on line, over 18s only, For more information ring
01634 847747 or see www.fortamherst.com

September 17th & 18th - Wigmore Arts Weekend, St
Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore MES
ONX Sat 10.00am — 5.00pm, Sun [1.30am — 4.00pm,
Art Show —£1 per picture, Craft Show — Tables Free
(Saturday only) 10% sales surcharge To book contact
Joyce Best joycebest(@blueyonder.co.uk or 01634
231510

September 17th - Family Barn Dance, Lower Halstow
Memorial Hall, Dancing begins 7.30pm - Bring your
own beverage and supper, Tickets £5 each, under 14
years £3, call Kay 01795 844408

September 17th - Autumn Songs with Kingfisher
Singers, St Margaret's Parish Church, Rainham 7.30 -
10.30pm Ticket £7.50 Refreshments and Program
Raffle contact Olwen O'Dowd 01634 263622 [or tickets

September 21st - Wigmore Ladies Club, (see 17th Aug)

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants

Self Assessment - Limited Companies
Trusts « Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning » Property portfolios

Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham. MES 7PH

BUILDING
MAINTENANCE

07931 864346
Painting & Decorating

Interior / Exterior

All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
GARDENING / DIY HANDYMAN
All aspects of garden maintenance &
DIY carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Public liability
insurance and DBS clearance. Call
Martin for a no obligation quote on
07799 265299 or 01634 376477,
PAINTING SOLUTIONS.

All painting outdoors, indoors and any
small jobs. Also Garden Maintenance
Tidy and reliable. Call Ayman on
07547 608 779 or 01634 264834

RELIABLE GARDENER

01634 371832 or 07715 292991
LEARN YOGA WITH SYLVIA
Improve balance, strength &
flexibility. In class or one to one

Call 07591 162 657

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573
MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mebile manicures and pedicures
01634 613871 /07736 278509
BASIC DRESSMAKING TUITION
one to one in your own home. From
cutting out to constructing the garment.
For info. ring 01634 360929

MATURE HANDY MAN

Gardens tidied, patios, drives cleaned,
small painting projects, curtain poles
and blinds hung, flat packs assembled,
rates negotiable, available evenings
and weekends. Phone 01634 235499
or 07725 159 764 and ask for Alan.

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Musie for all oceasions. Call Phil on
(11634 234573 mob 07971569111

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Learn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility&
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www.freed-om.co.uk

WJ Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencaref@outlook.com.
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
cte. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

1634 370583 or 07701 007 366
GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / (Y796 3842 503

C&J CLEARANCE Houses, lofts,
garages sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749

Muob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.

RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

Mo fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to leed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutling, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available,
(1634 364985 07930 183466,
Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance

01634 613871 or 07708 508 193
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.
Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings, First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs, Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, scasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retums,
Payroll. I you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 816093,
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 9460635
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919
VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed o work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion, “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill — 01634 233571 or (07999 979 202
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

THE WINDOW WIZARI.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 Lam (with children’s ac
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our websile :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
CARPENTER. Established 35 years
Call Andy 07950 802 370

ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077.
Old Photographs of Rainham available
as posteards at 40p each from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham. Prints
at AS, Ad and A3 also available from The
Mational Map Centre above the shop
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

FREE LISTINGS FOR LOCAL
businesses on www.thenet.uk.net
Click on the “Get Listed™ button on the
front page.

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare
* Member of Gas Safety Register
= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
» Landlord Gas Safety Reports
« Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP Services RAINHAM

'Window Fix Direct
Do you have windows
or doors that.

o
y?
the unit?
hen closed?
ns ry roof leak?

01634 789025 / 07950 761061

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

i Traderl

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork
REIS

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

+ Local Family Business
+ Personal service in the
comfort of your home
» Free demonstrations

« After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog _Training Club
q -]

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 Londen Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

IGARAGE DOORS
Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters,

EPAN Far Trader
701634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
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JOFHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.

Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, VHS plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmare, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

We also stock local history books
MEDWAY 374028 Al profits support St Margaret’s Church
Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s /'| Est 1971
Plumbing & sdfe . SON ]
Heating Chris Haltett 30 £

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, -
fuse boards o RN
& full rewires sTaLLR (=

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING. FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

for oo estmaos anone: 01 634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Elxtensions — Bathrooms — Qoors - —
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. somesne (7

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

T FREE NO
@ CRYSTAL OBLIGATION
CURTAIN & BLIND H!\_NUFQCTURERS LTD QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains . Tracks
All types of Blinds .« Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG
M: 07956 308531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W. www crystalcurtains co.uk

s plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822 Sl
Fair Trader  viop: 07897 498189 e
Free Surveys & Quotes

® 24 hour Personal Service
« Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
e Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

i

ASTIEIIEE

 Private Chapels of Rest N

« Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW




