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AN INDEPENDENT MONTHLY FOR RAINHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA |}

Ist Rainham Guides arriving at Dymchurch for their summer camp in August 1925. The
navy blue uniforms and hats were worn at all times and the distinctive black, blue and
orange ties which were hand made by the Captain, Miss Johnson, for many years can be
seen. Travelling in this style on the back of an open lorry with only the camp equipment for
seats would cause much agonising for the Health & Safety department today. ch must have
been a very uncomfortable ride looking at the solid tyres 0¥1he vehicle but would have been
the only way available to transport the company to camp. Joe Ennis describes in Nature
Notes how the Guides walked to Bredhurst on Good Friday each year to pick primroses for
their Faster church display. Admiral Johnson’s daughters who ran the unit were dedicated
to their task and many liﬂ-‘ucaunham girls benefitted from their exceptional care and leadership.

farnag elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES)




Next Issue June 4th 2016 CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN _
Copy Date: May 24th, Sm Ads May 27th T'he residents of Meresborough have cmb]'a{:{_:d this
initiative with much enthusiasm to do their bit for the
Queen. With the tireless and practical support of
Simon Harwood. our Community Warden and the
continuing efforts of residents, the lovely
Conservation Area of Meresborough is being
preserved for future generations to glimpse an aspect
of Kentish country life that is fast disappearing.

Editorial: Barbara Mackay Miller
Advertising: Hamish Mackay Miller
Action Forum Office

4 Saracen Close, Gillingham Business Park
Gillingham MES 0QN

Telephone: 01634 310011

Email: affa'thenet.uk.net

Editorial

May is a wonderful month. When the sun shines and
the orchards are smothered with blossom | am very
pleased to be living in the Garden of England.
Unfortunately the cherry blossom burst whilst we
were having our coldest nights of the winter in the last
week of April. Frost plays havoc with the setting fruit
s0 it remains to be seen if there is a decent cherry
harvest in July. There is nothing that compares with
the sight of an old fashioned cherry orchard with the
large trees in full glorious white bloom against a clear
blue sky with grazing sheep and lambs on the fresh
green grass below. Wonder at it whilst you can — we
still have a few acres around Rainham. The big trees
will not be replaced as they come to the end of their
llt?e, Nowadays even if cherry is |'c3p|:mted it would be they can offer. We borrowed litter pickers and Hi Viz
with much smaller and labour saving dwarf trees that gt plack sacks were provided — the council even
can be picked from the safety of the ground and do not 5 and collected the piles of accumulated TV sets,
require the skilled work of harvesting from a very tall ;o< rted electrical 200ds, car tyres, an ironing board
ladder. The smaller trees are still very pretty in bloom ?‘nbout 30 black sacks of rubbish that we unearthed.

but the military rows of little apple trees look far more
orresponaence

like the commercial operation that they are than a

beautiful accident of nature. . o

We have much for you to enjoy this month. Of course g::ﬁll?dilt;MOUR CHARITX

Hisdbuitare _cclck')ratgng Mgy Day (cather bcj?tcdly The Charity Quiz held in April at Twydall Church

on May 7th this year) in the traditional manner. | : 5

know other local schools also preserve dancing round Hall attracted 82 people and raised £600. £300 ?aCh L
. The Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund and Brain

Tumour Charity www.braintumourcharity.org An

the maypole but the Bredhurst children should be
enormous thank-you to all for your support and help.

congratulated for continuing a very long village
aditi for putting themselves i otlight at -

ipcitioeund for pulig uEsn Gipd e On Monday 18th March | attended a debate in the

Westminster Hall about a petition calling for an

a public event. Later in the month on the 14th and 15th
May an Art & Craft Exhibition with Flower Displays " ™ T Sibminy in T .
& Demonstrations called ‘Flames of Inspiration’ will increase in funding into rescarch into Brain Tumours.
take place at St Margaret’s Church, Rainham and on Over 30 MPs supported the petition and gave :
% passionate 4 minutes pleas for increasing the share for
Brain Tumour research which is very low at present.

22nd May Hempstead Village Fayre will be held on
The Medway Brain Tumour Support Group based at

the Harrow Road Playing Field. You will be very
welcome at all thicsic events. St Mary's Island Chatham supported this petition.
Yours sincerely

As some of our correspondents quite correctly point
Olwen O'Dowd-Fundraiser in Gillingham & Rainham

' v - ¥ g i
During a two hour period on a sunny Sunday in April
Meresborough residents collected this pile of rubbish,
and more, from hedgerows on a quarter mile section of
Meresborough Road. If you wish to organise a clean
up in your area contact the council to see what help

out this month (see their letters on page 3) I did not
guess the right date for the picture of Meredale School
on the front cover in April. I should have looked more
carefully as for the reasons they quote it is obviously
post 2nd World War — good to know our readers are
s0 observant. Please study this edition and do let me
know of the *deliberate’ mistakes! Until we are with
you again in June - half the year gone already - have a
very good month and enjoy the summer warmth when
or should I say if it arrives.

MEREDALE SCHOOL

Dear Editor

I was delighted to see the photo of my old school on
the front of April Action Forum. I attended the school
in Solomon Road in the late 1930s and early 40s. |
lived at 15 Solomon Road for many years up until
1953 so I can say that the picture was taken post war
as the old white Council houses are visible in the

photo and these were built with the assistance of
Italian prisoners of war. [ remember seeing them in
their dark brown overalls and hats. Teachers at the
school that I recall were Mr Pitcher — Headmaster,
Miss Bassadona, Miss Babbage and Miss Payne.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Lydia Pest (nee Mepsted)

15 The Mailyns MES 0DZ

MEREDALE SCHOOL
Dear Editor,
On the front cover of the April Action Forum you
have a picture of "Meredale School in Solomon Road
pictured soon after the muddy track became an
adopted road probably in the 1930's" 1 don't know
when the road was adopted but the photo on the front
cover is almost certainly late 40s or early 50s.
Why? Because if you look behind the front wall you
will see concrete air raid shelters that were built using
the iron form of the Anderson shelters. | remember
these from my schooldays there in the early 50s and
you could see the corrugations of the formwork in the
surface, and you can see them in the picture, if you
look carefully. If I remember correctly, there were six
of these shelters; the two seen in the photo, two more
further along, probably somewhere near where the car
is, and two more down the Scotts Avenue side. Also,
at the "end of the road", passed the school, are the
white concrete prefab houses built after the war.
I hope this will help date the picture more precisely.

Kind regards,

Ken Collyer

email: kenandberyl@naims.co.uk

THINKING ABOUT CHRISTMAS ALREADY!
In 2015 The Parish of South Gillingham performed a
Community Passion Play on Parkwood Green. The
feedback from the event was terrific and there were a
number of suggestions that we might perform a
Nativity.

Well we are! The script is written and we are planning
a get together for those who might like to perform in
the event or assist with staging it. We will be meeting
in St Matthew's Church, Drewery Drive MEZ ONX on
the evening of Monday, 13th June.

If you are interested please contact Clare Schofield for
details of starting time. Telephone 01634 230423 or
by e-mail claire.schofield0 1 @gmail.com

SALMON WINDOWS
Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced

Family run independent company T e
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 36388107973 860369
www.salmonwindows.co.uk

Fair Trader

RANSCOMBE FARM RESERVE - POPPY
MEMORY BOARDS

2016 marks100 years since the WW1 Battle of the
Somme. Qur thoughts turn to loved ones we have lost
over the years.

Staff and volunteers at Ranscombe Farm Reserve, a
stunning nature reserve situated between Strood and
Cobham, are delighted to announce the installation of
two memorial boards. These allow plaques to be
erected in memory of a loved one and at the same time
support conservation work of wild flowers for the
benefit and enjoyment of future generations. Botanists
from across Europe travel to Ranscombe every year to
enjoy some of the rarest and endangered wild flowers,
some of which are only found in this site.

We invite people to celebrate special dates, birthdays,
anniversaries or, especially with the Poppy field -
commemorate those lost in battle at this special place
in Kent. Memorial Plaque donations range in price, all
money goes towards conservation work on the site.
Plantlife has an ambitious long-term vision for
Ranscombe Farm Reserve. We aim to develop the site
as a stunning Kentish wildflower landscape that
people can come and enjoy, as well as conserving the
site’s heritage, and demonstrating innovative
conservation of some of Britain’s rarest plants. Please
help us achieve this aim.

Email or call Elizabeth.ohanlon@plantlife.org.uk
01634 245413 Tweet photos (@Ranscombe_Farm
DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:

Rainham

Henry Street, part Wakeley Road. Scott Av

Bramley Close & Blackthorne Road

Beechings Way (Pump Lane to Bloors Lane)
Hereford, Monmouth, Lichfield, Ripon & Ely Closes
If vou can help please email af@thenet.uk.net

or ring 01634 310011 ( please mention Action Forum)

@ Berengrave Service Station =S RNER-A
mois [ SERVIENG €7 DIAGNOSTICS
& ees o RePmRS o ARCON

Liwer Rah B4 Rk MEB71Y Wy W Call 01634 233511 |

- -
Home Help Service T
At Home Out & About ;
« Housework « Visiting the shops TG ke care
 Respite sitting ~ * Support fo Caring For Your Independence
» Well-being visits gppo'”'”_‘e n'i. Please coll us on
: . * Companionshi y
«Gardening/  *Companionsh | 1434 316891
Handyman T www tokecoreltd.co.uk
w sent the very person .+ Assistants CRB checked,
oL, she could have been FML(:) insured & referenced
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Diary 2016

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

affithenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MEE 8PP

Diary Copy Date: May 24th 2016

May st — 31st - Rainham Art Club Exhibition, paintings
and drawings on show and for sale Wigmore Library

May Tth - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Tania
07841 913561 office@taniapeitzker.com Upper Halling
Court Farm Butchery & Country larder TQ691643
ME2 THR for a 3.5 mile leisurely walk with Bluebell s

May 7th - Bredhurst C E P School May Day School
Fayre, 1.00 — 4.00pm.

May 7th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gill 7.30 - 10.00pm, new
and experienced dancers welcome, with or without a
partner, for more information ring 366189 or 388546

May 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Geott
07525161766 ;:u!ﬂ -ambler@me.com Sevenoaks
Library entrance, Buckhurst Lane, TQ533545 TN13
1LQ for a 6.5 mile easy walk through Knole Park, Can
be muddy, display of bluebells, Pub at end.

May 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847 827249 Market
Heath, Brenchley, Brenchley Road car park GR 672418
TNI2 7NX for a 5.5 mile lovely walk 10 Stiles and
some steps. Dogs on leads if permitted

May 9th - Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mondays,
2.00 — 4.30pm. St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone
Road, Chatham, new members welcome, 01634 230500

May 9th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham meets 2nd Monday
evening each month to help those still in employment
who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat,
ring Juliec 01634 364309.

May 9th - Back to Hockey, Gillingham Anchorians
Hockey Club, 7.30 - 8.30pm for 6 weekly session see
www.gahc.co.uk or England Hockey website,

May 9th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, Organist - lan
Griffin, details ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

May 9th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, St Matthews
Community Centre, Demonstration by Julic Wood ‘A
Tantalising Cocktail” details ring 01634 8643572 or see
www.rainhamtlowerclub.co.uk Visitors welcome.

May 10th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Fuchsias — Fred Hepper,
Non members £1.50, All Welcome, 01634 852519

May 10th - Rainbow Whist Drive, Bredhurst Village Hall
Hurstwood Road, 7.30pm A partner is not needed and
all whist players are welcome, details 01634 610364

May 11th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 6.30pm
meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 Motney Hill car
park GR 822675 MES 717 for a 4 mile Evening walk
in Berengrave Nature Reserve (100 wooden steps)
Dogs on leads if permitted contact walk leader

May 11th - All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Hempstead
Village Hall, 8. 00pm, AGM, for details contact Rhonda
Peck 07951 629444

May 12th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew's
Community Centre, 2.00pm, A Portrait of Matt
Monroe, John Pearce, for over 30s ring 01634 234712

May [2th - Hempstead Leisure Club. Whist, board games,

tea and chat, Village Hall behind the Church 2 - 4 pm
New members always welcome, phone 0758 334 3782

May 12.13.14.19.20.21 - Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham
The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde,
Curtain up 8.00pm, Box Office on 0844 8793224 or
on-line www,oasthousetheatre.co.uk

May [3th — Rainham Bereavement Iriendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses

Beginners: May 25th, June 8th, August 2nd, Sept 13th
Improvers: May 26th,June 9th, August 3rd , Sept 15th

Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childseroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety cheeks
Landlord certificates,
Serviee, repair aned
mstallation ol gas central
heating, boilers, lires, gas and
clectrie cookers,

01622 730960 / 07799887754

™ st i
A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
« FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquines@a-roofing-services.co.uk
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May 13th — UpARA, Monthly Meeting Upchurch Village
Hall, 2.00pm, Guests £2 New Members Welcome For
details email davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

May 13th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, 7.15pm, Byron Road School, AGM and DVD
For full details please contact Ron Baker 01634 854982

May 13th - Paranormal Investigations, Fort Ambherst,
Dock Road, Chatham, Safety Brief 8.30 Activities
9.00pm finish 3.00am approx. Tickets £35 book on line,
Pre booked - over 18s only, details 01634 847747 or
see www.fortamherst.com

May 14th — Craft Market, St Margaret's Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £10 from
carole(@cdadswell.frecserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

May 14th - Rainham South Councillors surgery Parkwood
Youth Centre, 9am - 12 noon, no appointment needed.

May 14th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group meet
Stephen Manning 07551 712438 for the London Capital
Ring Walk stage 4 start at Wembley park, 8.5 mile walk
via Hendon Park, finish at Priory Gardens, Highgate

May 14th - Plant Sale, Macklands House, Station Road,
Rain 10.00am, Cake Stall & Refreshments, all welcome

May 14th - Gardening Club Plant Sale, 10am - 12noon,
Memorial Hall, School Lane, Lower Halstow,

May 14th - Christian Aid Coffee Morning, Gillingham
Methodist Church, Third Avenue, 10.00am — 12noon,
Cakes and Plants, Admission 50p incudes refreshments

May 14th & 15th - Flames of Inspiration Art & Crafi
Exhibition with Flower Displays & Demonstrations
(Sat only) St Margaret’s Church, Rainham, Sat 10.00am
- 4.30pm, Sun, 12noon - 3.00pm. Tea/cotfec & biscuits

May 15th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Joan Weeks 01634 855522 Teston Country Park
car park (fee) GR 708532 MEIE 5BX for a 5.5 mile
Wild Garlic walk 2 slopes (no hills) 3 stiles, Dogs on
leads if permitted contact walk leader

May 15th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Ade
01634 306405 adeballardi@yahoo.co.uk Yalding village
war memorial junction Vicarage Road and High Street.
TQ699503 MEI8 6JA for a 7 mile leisurely walk up to
the Greensand Way One hilly section but fairly flat.
Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end with lunches available.

May 17th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
*Miss Saigon” — an lkebana style arrangement, New
members welcome, for details contact Kaye Buss 01634
232998 or email kayebussi@btinternet.com

May | 7th - Medway RSPB Local Group Talk, 7.30
9.45pm, Parkwood Community Centre, £3.50, Hawaii -
Landscapes and Natural History - Victoria and Peter
Golding and AGM www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway

May 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
John/Lesley 0780153731 7lesley.fielding43@gmail.com
Iwade Park along left side of Sheppey Way ME9 881
TQY03684 for a 5.4 mile leisurely almost flat circular
walk . Pub near the end with lunches available.

May 18th - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2.00pm, Howard Hall,
Woodside, We are a cheerful group of ladies and would
love you to join us. Come along or call 01634 388912

May 18th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village Hall,
Caroline Halfpenny — Talk “Working in Monets
Garden’, New Members Welcome, Ring 01634 233554

May 19th - Rainham Women's Institute, .45 - 4.00pm.
Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Centre, Granary
Close, Rainham, Annual Meeting. Visitors welcome for
small entry charge per visit. Ring (1634 366276

May 19th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Australia, Paul
Warren, (see 12th May.)

May 19th - Hempstead Leisure Club “Upchurch Bell
Ringers” Vic Pursglove (see 12th May)

May 20th — UpARA, Village Walk, 10.00am from
Village Hall, (see 13th May.)

May 20th - Hempstara Whist Afternoons, Scout Hut,
Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead. 1.30pm start. Whist
Players of all abilities welcome. A partner is not
required. For details call Eunice on 01634 231664,

May 20th — Jazz Gig, The Alan Barnes Band - Tribute to
Duke Ellington and Johnny Hodges, Anchorians Rughy
Club, Darland Avenue, Gillingham, 8.30pm, Admission
£10, Details 01634 365352 or 07544 312743

May 21st - Walk This Way 50k Walk 50k Sittingbourne
to Lltham or vice versa to raise funds for Demelza.
Individual or team options see www.demelza.org.uk or
call 01795 845 288

May 21st - Wigmore MADS *From Broadway to
MADSway’, an evening of musical entertainment,
8.00pm, St Matthews Community Centre, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore. Tickets £7 & £6 conc, from Sue -
01634 370639,

May 21st - Marilyn Baker & Tracy Williamson Concert,
Gillingham Parish Church 7.00pm, Tickets £5 include
refreshments 01634 932135 or 853459, free parking
email:gillinghamparishchurch@gmail.com

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
e Extra TV /SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
® TV & Appliances Set

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Up Friendiy service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
f outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

for cats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant

jwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.,

Contact: Micholay

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email; info@whiskerslodge.com|
Web: www.whiskerslodge.comy
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CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTE

Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, "[
kent MER 7EG ax _
Tel: 01634 375222 *  Book-keeping
Payroll

Fax: 01634 371318
E Mail: adminajadaccountants.co.uk = Audit

www Jadaecountants.co.uk *  Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com .0
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 vears we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES 7RU

www.salter-meclean.co.uk

Neil’s on Wheels
Mobile Caravan & Motorhome Services
Touring Caravan & Motorhome Habitation Checks
Internal & External Repairs Undertaken
Based in Newington — Serving the Southeast
Fully Insured ACOPS Gas Registered
C&G LV & ELV Electrical  Alde Service Enginesr
Contact Meil on 07917 680814 or 01795 844223

Or email: neilonwheels2014@hotmail.com

Find us on Facebook: neilsonwheels2014
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CONSTRUCTION LTB
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
NABC Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis
.. Bookings Only .......

Air-po;:rs - Hospitals - Days/Nights Qut
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
by Oscar Wilde
May 12.13.14.19.20.21 Curtain up at 8pm
This classic play focuses around two young
gentlemen living in 1890's England who have taken
to bending the truth in order to put some excitement
into their lives. Jack Worthing has invented a
brother, Earnest, who he uses as an excuse to leave
his dull country life behind to visit the ravishing
Gwendolen. Algy Montcrieft decides to take the
name 'Earnest’ when visiting Worthing's young and
beautiful ward, Cecily at the country manor. Things
start to go awry when they end up together in the
country, and their deceptions are discovered -
threatening to spoil their romantic pursuits.
A timeless classic you don’t want to miss!
Box Office on 0844 §793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

FLAMES OF INSPIRATION
Art & Craft Exhibition with Flower Displays
& Flower Demonstrations (Saturday only)
St Margaret’s Church, Rainham,
Saturday 14th May, 10.00am - 4.30pm
& Sunday 15th May, 12noon - 3.00pm.
Tealcoffee & biscuits available all day
PLANT SALE
Macklands House, Station Road, Rainham
Saturday 14th May, 10.00am
Cake Stall and also Refreshments. All welcome

‘FROM BROADWAY TO MADSWAY"

Wigmore MADS present
An Evening of Musical Entertainment
Saturday 21st May, 8.00pm
St Matthews Community Centre,

Drewery Drive, Wigmore.

Tickets £7 & £6 concessions, available from

Sue - 01634 370639,

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 V54

www.gcrsales.co.uk qcrmick@hotman co. le
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MEB 8B. (Just off Station Rd)

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Rainham 07792 244 315

GARDENING CLUB PLANT SALE
Saturday 14th May, 10.00am — 12noon
Memorial Hall, School Lane,
Lower Halstow, ME9 7ES.
Proceeds go to club funds.

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE FAYRE
Sunday 22nd May, starting at 11.30am until 4.30pm
Harrow Road Playing Field (behind The Flying
Saucer Pub). Free Entry.
Dogs Flyball, Kung Fu, Dancing, Gymnastics,
Zumba and children's sports
Large variety of Stalls, Games and Vintage Vehicles
Show. Funds have so far been raised for Macmillan
Cancer, Kent Air Ambulance, BLESMA, The
Harmony Trust, Milly Foundation, sponsoring
Hempstead Christmas tree and a picnic bench at
Hempstead Park.
BARN DANCE
In aid of the Air Ambulance
Millennium Centre, Rainham
Saturday May 28th, 6.30 — 10.30pm
Tickets £10.50 include small Buffet Supper
and nibbles, BYO Drink, Raftle,
Please come and support us again
Ring 362415 for more information.

ROYAL COFFEE MORNING

& CHARITY SALE

In recognition of H.M. Queen’s 90th birthday
celebrations the committee and friends of Bredhurst
Village Hall will be holding this event, on

Tuesday 7th June from 10.30am — 200pm,

at the Hall,

There will be memorabilia on display of H.M. Queen
over the years, including items from the Royal Yacht
and one of her visits to Medway. Merchandise of
The Royal British Legion will be available, as will a
large raffle, and items of all descriptions in the
charity sale.

Coffee, Tea and homemade cakes will also be
available. Please come along and enjoy some
refreshments, find yourself a bargain, and maybe
win a prize.

All proceeds from refreshments and raffle will be
donated to the Royal British Legion, and from the
sale, to Bredhurst Church Charity Shop. The shop at
the rear of the hall will also be open.

Any enquiries June Cox 01634 268544
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR APRIL

Laster is the most important festival in the Christian
Church calendar because it commemorates the
Resurrection of Christ. At Easter, St Margaret’s
Church is typically decorated with of displays of white
Easter Lilies, yellow chrysanthemums and green palm
fronds. The spirit of Easter is reflected in the
churchyard where cherry trees, daffodils and spring
snowflakes are usually in bloom; they are amongst the
first of the plants that have been dormant during the
winter to burst into life. Some time ago, the childhood
memories of Easter festivals of the late Helena
Thomas were published in Action Forum. Mrs
Thomas was the mother of Barbara Mackay Miller,
the editor of AF. She recalled that, in the early 1920s,
the Sunday School children turned the north porch of
St Margaret’s Church into a beautiful Easter garden,
The 1st Rainham Girl Guides were responsible for
decorating one of the windows. Their usual design
included an enormous cross of primroses which stood
amongst a garden of spring flowers. On Good Friday
she and her fellow guides would set out for Bredhurst
Wooads to gather primroses, their picnic equipment
carried on a hand drawn trek cart. In due course, not
enough of the wild flowers could be found there and
so commercially grown daffodils from Mrs Wakeley’s
fields at Meresborough were used by the guides. At
the end of the account of her memories, Mrs Thomas
said that she was thrilled to hear that small patches of
primroses had been seen growing in the woods and
banks around the Scragged Oak area. Perhaps they
were coming back, she wrote.

In April I set out in the direction of the hamlet of
Scragged Oak, with a view to reassuring the editor of
AF that the well-meaning activities, a long time ago.
of her mother and the rest of the Rainham Girl Guides
have done no lasting harm to the local population of
primroses. Having parked my car in Hurst Road,
Bredhurst, [ walked, via the church, to Kemsley Street
Road. At a sign pointing to Scragged Oak. I took a
footpath which led me across a large, grass covered
field in a valley. On the opposite side of the valley,
known as Strawberry Hill, I came across many clumps

of primrose, along with some sweet violets and
cowslips. I was off to a good start in my quest. The
primrose is a universal token of spring and produces
flowers in every shade from deep yellow to palest
cream. Cowslips seem to flower more prolifically
among rank grasses (as they do on Strawberry Hill)
and scrub. They have suffered in the past from the
ploughing up of old grassland and by the use of
chemical herbicides.

The footpath to Scragged Oak continues through a line
of impressive, ancient beech trees and then crosses
another valley. The trees, which mark a small length
of the boundary between Bredhurst and Detling
parishes, miraculously escaped the Great Storm of
October 1987. Mrs Thomas recalled that she set out
for Bredhurst Wood and so, instead of carrying on to
Scragged Oak, | turned right into the wood. | intended
to visit a chalk down land bank which overlooks two
farms just off Scragged Oak Road. Only a few yards
into the wood are two pollarded beech trees (near post
21) which mark the entrance to a rectangular shaped
clearing in the scrubland that now covers the steep,
castern bank of the wood. The clearing is covered with
thousands of clumps of primroses and common dog
violets. It is almost certainly where The 1st Rainham
Girl Guides picked primroses to decorate the church at
Easter. The clearing is surrounded by a stock-proof
fence which was erected by Bredhurst Woodland
Action Group. (See www.bwag.org.uk for information
about the wood and the conservation work carried out
there.) There is an abandoned, concrete- lined pond at
the top of the clearing, indicating that, in the past,
sheep grazed there. But, once the grazing was
discontinued, the scrub would have started to take
hold. The fencing of the clearing has enabled
Hebridean and Hardwick sheep and Exmoor ponies to
be used to nibble off some of the scrubby re-growth.
Also, volunteers from the Action Group have cut
down invasive silver birch saplings, dogwood and
guelder rose by hand, a never ending task. As [ sat in
the enclosure, among the primroses, with my flask of
coffee, I thought about the guides pulling their trek
cart up Maidstone Road, dressed in navy blue tunics
belted at the waist: black shoes and stockings; colour
ties of alternating stripes of orange, blue and black;

4 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
(Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
|0.A.P. Discounts

IS0 call today for a great deal, peace of]
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

TAURUS LOCKS | | MEDWAY 24 HOUR | |[Boarding
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER PLUMBING Catgery

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves|
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE All Work Guaranteed

Fully Insured

Fair Trader 04634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

.
: "R -
Owner FAB trained CDHU
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcomea, by appointment anly please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 2T6906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspath, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

uty
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and wide brimmed, dark blue hats. They would have
looked very smart. At Bredhurst they would have
turned left into Hurst Road which, near the church,
continues into the wood as an ancient, stony ,cart
track. Their final leg of their journey, up a steep slope
to the plateau of the wood, would have tested the
guides” resolve. At some point in their flower picking
they would have stopped for a picnic, no doubt
carefully avoiding the rabbit and sheep droppings. I do
not know what they ate but it is, I think, safe to say
that they had some bottles of thirst-quenching
lemonade on their trek cart.

Joe Ennis
BACK TO HOCKEY with Gillingham Anchorians
Have you ever played and enjoyed hockey and fancy
picking up a stick again? Or maybe you’'re looking for
a new sport and want to have fun and make new
friends? Now is your chance with ‘Back to Hockey” -
a national campaign being run locally at Gillingham
Anchorians Hockey Club in Darland Avenue. This
family friendly club has been playing in Gillingham
for 61 years and celebrated the opening of a new all-
weather pitch this year.
Four men’s teams, three ladies sides and a thriving
junior section of 100 children play at the club which
achieved the ClubsFirst award last year and has
nationally accredited coaches.
Anchs welcome new members of all ages and abilities,
and are keen to offer hockey to even more people
across Gillingham and Rainham by inviting those who
are thinking of getting back into the sport — or maybe
wanting to try it for the first time — to its special *Back
to Hockey" sessions starting on Monday 9th May.
‘Back to Hockey’ is a national England Hockey
campaign designed for women and men with a focus
on fun, fitness and friendship, for beginners who have
never picked up a hockey stick before, to those who
have been away from the game for a while and want to
polish up their rusty hockey skills. You'll have the
opportunity to get a bit fitter, learn new skills and play
team hockey in a fun and sociable environment over
the course of six weeks.
The sessions will run from 7.30pm to 8.30pm each
Monday - starting from Monday 9th May — and will
be split into men’s and ladies sections so you'll be
guided at your own level. (No session on bank holiday
Monday 30th May). Sessions are free and you don’t

have to attend all of them — just come when you can
and see how you get on. Hockey sticks are available to
borrow, just wear clothes suitable for sport (t-shirt,
sweatshirt, shorts or tracksuit bottoms), and trainers or
astroturf shoes if you have them. There are changing
facilities including toilets and showers at the
Anchorians Association clubhouse and the bar will be
open for refreshments and socialising after every
training session.

If successful, we hope to repeat the *Back to Hockey’
sessions at the start of the new season in September.
The club will also be running Family Fun Days
throughout the summer for children and adults to have
an informal and fun match together.

If you enjoy it then we’d be really keen to see you
again when the season gets properly underway and can
discuss individual and family membership packages.
If you have any questions or would like to register
your interest in taking part, go to www.gahe.co.uk or
our Facebook page https://m.facebook.com/
GillinghamAnchoriansBack2Hockey/

For more information about the ‘Back to Hockey’
scheme and frequently asked questions, please see the
England Hockey website,

UpARA's VISIT to GRAVESEND

On a lovely bright winters day at the end of January, a
coach full of UpARA members ventured to the
extremely impressive Gurdwara (Sikh place of
worship) in Gravesend - (if you have ventured to
Gravesend by train in the last few years, you cannot
fail to have missed it!) and enjoyed a very welcoming
and informative few hours.

Apart from taking in the scale of the temple and the
vast site that it sits on, the group were given a very
warm introduction by the guides who made everyone
feel so welcome during the extensive tours and
provided a very nice vegetarian lunch to everyone.

It was very enlightening, and everyone seemed to
appreciate a further understanding of the Sikh faith
and also some Sikh trivia, (Did you know that Singh
means 'Lion’, and is the last name given to every Sikh
man, and that Kaur means 'Princess', and is the last
name given to every Sikh woman?)

ART EXHIBITION

Paintings and drawings by members of Rainham Art
Club will be on show and for sale in Wigmore
Library, Fairview Avenue between 1st and 31st May.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

e LINDSA

« MULCH
« FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services {IP

R% ':lﬂ- HELP is on its way
. UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
// BOILER EXCHANGES
sdfe POWER FLUSHING

=" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




Free call out

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc,
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105
CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex

R.E.M.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Kent. ME8 OSN

Theresa Elsey pra

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investment Planning, Pensions,
Annuities, Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www .cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CARPeNTRY + DECORATHG - PRoBLEM SOLIMG - DECKNG |
CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Call Chris Smy

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 07802 608 222
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service

Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

Interior / Exterior

MUSICAL MOVEMENT CLASS
Burn calories at this fun class.

You won't even know you are exercising.
Suitable for over 50's but all welcome
Mon 11.45 @ The Scout Hut, Wigmaore

Starting 16th May
Tues 12.15 @ Holy Trinity Church,
Twydall Starting 17th May

BELLY BUSTER/FLAB FIGHTING FIT CLASS
Exercise to specifically target dangerous

belly fat as well as other fat.

Learn to become the lean healthier you.
Mon 11.15 @ The Scout Hut, Wigmore
Starting 16th May
Contact Janet 07731455536
janet.job@hotmail.co.uk

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE

* Member of Gas Safety Register

+ All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

» Landlord Gas Safety Reports

= Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929
Engineer (07956 630003

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

'Window Fix Direct

Do you have windows
or doors that.....
Don't open or close properl
Have condensation inside th
Are draughty when
Conservatory roof leak

|
101634 789025 /07950 761061 |
www.windowfixdirect.couk |

QT

CERFACEE

L L L e ]

RTILES
WE'VE GOT IT!

If your lo
Conte mp orary,

s on 01634 571000

ation and opening hours |

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

» Local Family Business
» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
+ Free demonstrations

+ After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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May 21st - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 7th May.)

May 22nd - Mu’.i\\d\ Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Derek 07768 448633 derek.kent@ blueyonder.co.uk
Harrietsham car park south of A20 TQ867525 ME17
IAH for a 9 mile moderate circular walk Bring picnic
lunch for midway break, Pub at end.

May 22nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Pearl Stevens 07724 602929 Camer Park,
Meopham car park GR 9650670 DA13 0XT fora 6
mile mostly flat walk Steps over railway line. 1Stile.
Dogs on leads if permitted contact walk leader

May 22nd - Hempstead Village Fayre, Harrow Road
Playing Field (behind F !\mﬂ Saucer ) 11.30am -
4.30pm. Daogs Flyball, lelll:’ Fu, Dancing, Gymnastics,
Zumba and children's sports large variety of stalls,
games and vintage vehicles show. Free Entry.

May 23rd - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 9th May.)

May 24th — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch Village
Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome (see 13th May.)

May 24th - Lower Halstow Gardening Club, 7.30pm
Memorial Hall, School Lane, ME9 7ES Jacqueline
Aviolet talking on 'Asters - history and propagation.’
Visitors £1.50 - do join us.

May 24th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (sce 10th May.)

May 25th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group AGM,
7.30pm, Howard Hall, Woodside, Wigmore, Speaker
and Bar, All welcome ring 01634 317993 for details

May 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Mike
Teston Bridge Picnic Park [parking fee]. TQT708533
MILE18 5BX for an & mile leisurely walk Bring picnic
lunch. Pub food available at end.

May 25th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.15pm, Malcolm Withnall talk *Gardening Made
Easier”. £2 members, £2.50 non members includes
refreshments. Details Janet 01634 852519,

May 26th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Social Meeting -

Singalong (see 12th May.)

May 26th - Hempstead Leisure Club - Whist, board
games tea and chat (see 12th May)

May 26th - Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, all welcome, more details from Sylvia
Wildridge 01634 312038.

May 27th — Medway Geographical Society, Byron Road
School, Gillingham 7.30 — 9.00pm, AGM followed by
Holiday Memories, Everyone welcome please come on
the evening or ring Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

May 28th — Barn Dance in aid of Air Ambulance,
Millennium Centre, Rainham 6.30 — 10.30pm Ticket
£10.50 includes small Buffet Supper and nibbles, BYO
Drink, Raftle, ring 362415 for more information.

May 29th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet John Trebill 01634 244045 Leybourne Lakes
Country Park car park (fee 80p) GR 697604 for a 6
mile mainly flat walk. Dogs on leads if permitted

May 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Ade
01634 306405 adeballard@yahoo.co.uk Charing
Station car park (£1), or adjacent roads. T(Q950492
TN27 0AW for a 6.5 mile leisurely walk Bring picnic

June st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Mike,
Underriver One Tree Hill car park on the road south of
Godden Green TQ359532 TN135 0OSN for a 4.5 mile
leisurely walk, some stiles. Bring snack. Pub nearby.

June 1st - 30th - Art Exhibition by John K Austin,
Wigmore Library normal hours, paintings for sale.

June 2nd — Wigmore Thursday Club, New York to San
Francisco, Brian Biggs (see 12th May.)

June 2nd - Hempstead Leisure Club - Whist, board games
tea and chat (see 12th May)

June 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 4.00pm meet
Margaret 01795 843927 magloul@yahoo.co.uk
Lapwing Drive Lower Halstow TQ859674 ME9 7DZ
for a 6 mile moderate afiernoon walk

June 3rd - Games Afternoon, Lower Halstow Memorial

Hall, 2.00 - 4.00pm - Euchre, Whist, Rummicub,
Dominoes, Scrabble and a warm welcome, £1.50 entry
includes tea/coftee and biscuits. No Joining fee

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR | Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
H Renovat

Renovations Ltc

01634 389675
www.hprenovations.co.uk

07721 365 630
53 Woodside, Wigmore Tl Trader

Adult Daycare Services For Learning Disabilities
QOur service runs five days a week from 9am - 4pm in the
Aedway area, with a pick up and drop off service included

Options Adult Daycare
Phone: 07976213432
Website: www.optionsadultdaycare co.uk
Email. options.care@hotmail.com

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New sys-
tems. Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250
www.loveyvourboiler.co.uk

Day Claire
Respite Care Service - Home Help Service
Cleaning, Shopping, Nursing Care
and many more
Fully Insured, Enhanced CRB, Professionally Qualified

Please Call 01634 386806 to arrange a visit to view my

portfolio in the comfort of your own home




STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
N‘E} JDE TOO SM;.{J).L OR TOO BIG
'our Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit Fair Trader
01634 375129 - 07802 698300 !

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
" 01634 372411
L ":“l"n/\ 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MEB 8NS
e (] Domestic Installer

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd  eqiGnerLTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

TRUST Kitchens
& MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
PR I Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs

Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

I Call for a free quote.

'* Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Website: www.linwoodhe.com Li nWOOd

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0650 7338 P T

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divoree,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

o R SRR R
LUK EH AT RS T

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham

| Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 |

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring

IMick Eardley

1634 264266
M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Faths, Fatios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made fo measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.

Odd Jobs and much more No job too small

Frompt and Reliable Service]
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June 3rd - UpARA, Village Walk, 10.00am from Village
Hall, New Members Welcome (see 13th May.)

June 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Tania

07841 913561 oflicef@taniapeitzker.com Upper Halling
Court Farm Butchery & Country larder Car park
assigned to Ramblers, please follow signs. TQ691643
ME2 THR for a 3.5 mile leisurely walk

June 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Julie/

Trevor St Margarets at Cliffe free public car park
TR359447 CT15 6AP for an 8 mile moderate ClifT top
walk. Toilets on route. Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end.

June 4th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 7th May.)
June 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,

meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 (17847 827249 St
Nicholas Church, Ash, 2 small car parks n Ash or on
road parking. GR 287583 CT3 2EN for an 8 mile fairly
casy walk 5 Stiles. Dogs on leads if permitied

June 6th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 9th May.)
June 7th - Royal Coffee Morning & Charity Sale,

Bredhurst Village Hall, 10.30am — 2.00pm, In
recognition of H.M. Queen’s 90th birthday
celebrations, queries June Cox 11634 268544

June 7th - Medway & Swale (West) Association for

Breast Cancer, 7.00 — 9.00pm Medway Maritime
Hospital, Area 7 Level 2, Talk on the work of a
Magistrate, details 01634 861802 or 07761 853750

June 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm

Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane. Slugs and
Snails - John Llewellyn-Jones, New members welcome,
ring 366276 for details.

June 7th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘VE Day Memories’

arrangement in an unusual container (see 17th May.)

June 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 6.30pm

meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 Hurstwood
Road, Bredhurst GR 795622 ME7 317 for a 4 mile
Evening walk muddy if wet. No stiles & No steps.

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

e o
Reflexology e 0%,
Advanced Qualified Therapist 4’{J,

as featured in Kent Life magazine

- Holistic Dead Sea faci:

- Waxing specialist

Elaine Wheeler MAR IR ART
| Medway (01634) 379360 +
| www.bodytalktherapies.co.uk FL

June 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Arthur/Jan 01634 711734 arthur.waters@sky.com
Lower Upnor public car park, Albion Place, 763713
ME2 4XB for a 5 mile leisurely walk. one steep climb
Pub at end with lunches available.

June 9th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Life upon the
Wicked Stage. Wilf Lower (see 12th May.)

June 9th - Hempstead Leisure Club. Speaker Dean
Caston “The Victoria Palace” (seel2th May)

June 10th — UpARA, Monthly Meeting (see 13th May.)

June 10th - Pamper Evening, 6.30 — 9.30pm, Parkwood
Community Centre, £2, Treatments from £5, proceeds
to Demelza Hospice, tables £10 please contact Margaret
Lewis: 01634 362898 e.mail: feb1636@@sky.com

June 10th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Members Evening, (see 13th May.)

June 11th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group Meet
Stephen Manning 07551 712438 London Capital Ring
Walk —stage 5 start Priory Gardens, Highgate 9 mile
walk via Stoke Newington, finish at Hackney Wick

June 11th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, (see 14th May.)

June 12th - An afiernoon with Ann Widdecombe. Tickets
£6 include cream tea from Parish Office 01634 8§53459,
01634 932135 or gillinghmaparishchurchi@gmail.com

June 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977 614033
Frittenden The Street park by St Mary’s Church pleasc
park considerately in the village fora 5 mile walk 10
Stiles Dogs on leads if permitted contact walk leader

June 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Ade
01634 306405 adeballard@yahoo.co.uk Hadlow village
by The Square TQ634497 TN11.0DA for a 6.6 mile
leisurely walk.

June 17th - Wander with Wisdom, 8.00pm, 10k sponsored
Moonlit Walk from Medway Rugby Club, Rochester.
See www. fowh.org.uk or ring 01634 831163,

BUILDING
MAINTENANCE|
07931 864346

Painting & Decorating
Interior / Exterior
All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANCPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS
01634 582116

M: 07896 501680 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

GARDENING / DIY HANDYMAN
All aspects of garden maintenance &
DIY carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Public liability
insurance and DBS clearance. Call
Martin for a no obligation quote on
07799 265299 or 01634 376477,

PAINTING SOLUTIONS.

All painting outdoors, indoors and any
small jobs. Also Garden Maintenance
Tidy and reliable. Call Ayman on
07547 608 779 or 01634 264834

RELIABLE GARDENER
01634 371832 or 07715 292991

LEARN YOGA WITH SYLVIA
Improve balance, strength &
flexibility. In class or one to one
Call 07591 162 657

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573
MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mabile manicures and pedicures 01634
613871 /07736 278509

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile

- Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
CARPENTER. Established 35 years
Call Andy 07950 802 370

BASIC DRESSMAKING TUITION
one 1o one in your own home. From
culting out to constructing the garment.
For info. ring 01634 360929
MATURE HANDY MAN

Gardens tidied, patios, drives cleaned,
small painting projects, curtain poles
and blinds hung, flat packs assembled,
rates negotiable, available evenings
and weekends. Phone 01634 235499 or
07725 159 764 and ask for Alan,

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,

W.J Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare@outlook.com.

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
ete. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
[.eave message if no reply

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven toa

valet 1o bring back that New Look!
01634 350025/ 0771 450 6996

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts, sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749

Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.

RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www,vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427
YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Learn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility&
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www.freed-om.co.uk
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc, Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315707766 980 732

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.
Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

L. AM)SCAI’I- & PROPERTY

Tree & Conifer Surgery,
|L“II‘JL Lopping, Topping, Stump
L][I'I(lll'l” Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
5, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
d and Refelted, Fencing
repairs, Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, scasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Caolin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404.
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivi ery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946063
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,
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NEEDED: MOBILE FOOT CARE.
One of our 3 regular advertisers has retired
and the other 2 are fully booked. If you are
qualified to offer this service then an ad in
Action Forum should produce a good
response. Please email afi@thenet.uk.net
with your wording and we will email back
a proof.

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. *“The Black Pepper
Roadshow™, Jim Lindsay 01634 375552.

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I Tam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member, 01634 365453
STMATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for lnre, Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077,
Old Photographs of Rainham available
as posteards at 40p each from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham. Prints
at A5, Ad and A3 also available from The
MNational Map Centre above the shop
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking,
To book phone 01634 364859,

COME AND PLAY BOWLS
Why not try your hand
playing Indoor Bowls at

Prince Arthur Indoor
Bowls Club

To arrange a free practice
session inc. loan of equipment
please ring
John 01634 303834 or
Malcolm 01634 233947
for further details and quote
Action Forum

Domestic Bliss

Professional domestic cleaning and
ironing family run business
collection and delivery service
alterations/repairs - light gardening

fully insured
vetted professional staff
free quotes

Prices from £13 per hour
call Tracey on 07821 862117

www domesticblissironclean@vpweb co.uk

D. BISHOP & SON
Scerap Metal Collectors

Free Collection
of all types of metal
including scrap cars
Buyer of non ferrous
metals
Ring David on
07836585911

Collector licensed by Medway Council

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RESIOWalified|

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club

Classes held WeEInesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcame.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www. ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS
Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

o  wE
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, VHS plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
a Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Esl 1971
Plumbing & safe
Heating Chris Hallett
CENTRAL HEATING

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS. NEW ROCFS

por e cstmaes werore 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,
sockets, i
fuse boards Nll;ﬁ.'ﬁ\.
& full rewires msmauien =]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

: FREE NO
F;J{ ) e ?RYSTAL[_T s OBLIGATION
|} CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds » Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG

M: 07956 388531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co uk, W. www._crystalcurtains co.uk

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER

Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors

Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:

01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

i plastering

Skimming, Coving,

Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822 :_;*25’“’-,__
Mob: 07897 498189 =

Free Surveys & Quotes

staLien 12

Fair Trader

® 24 hour Persanal Service
* Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directors
A private family owned and run business

« Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MEB BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW

» Private Chapels of Rest b

« Horse Drawn Hearse available




