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Meredale School in Solomon Road pictured soort afier the muddy track became an adopted road
probably in the 1930s. Still clearly recognisable today this school was built in 1906 soon after the
1902 Education Act passed responsibility from voluntary bodies such as churches to the County
Council. The new Council School and the existing Church School, at the top of Station Road, both
educated all ages from 5 to 14 years although a few scholars were selected each year for Grammar
School. This is how the school would have been when Harold Greenhalgh was Headmaster (see the
article on page 9). When the Orchard Street Schools were built in 1932 over 11s moved for their
secondary education and in the 1950s a new Junior School at Wakeley Road again relieved the
overcrowding. The Infant School closed in August 2003 and the building is now a private school.
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Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES
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Editorial

Despite my gloomy predictions the daffodils have
lasted exceptionally well and there should be a good
display for Easter. A few primroses and bluebells
would complete the spring scene. The cold nights have
helped but we have had a few glorious days with blue
skies and sunshine to enjoy. Now the clocks have
sprung forward and we have ever longer light
evenings it really feels that summer is on its way.
Time for the traditional annual “spring clean’ in both
house and garden. Nowadays there are many ways to
dispose of items that are too good for the rubbish bin
but you no longer want to house. Charity Shops,
church and school fetes, bric a brac stalls, bring and
buy, freecycle, internet selling (if you are brave and
savvy enough) all provide a way to reuse items. Of
course they all want good quality donations so the
broken toys and chipped porcelain [ am afraid will still
have to go to recycling if appropriate or landfill but
consider carefully before discarding objects because
many tools, for example garden spades with broken
handles, and some machinery. particularly sewing
machines, can be restored by charities such as Tools
with a Mission and usefully shipped abroad where
they have a new life allowing someone to work and
provide for their family.

One hundred years ago in 1916 the Great War was
erinding on. Harold Greenhalgh the young
Headmaster of Rainham Council School left his post,
where all acknowledged he had been an exceptional
leader, to enroll in the Royal Engineers. He had
previously been rejected as physically unfit but times
were getting hard and many previous rejects who
responded to the *Your Country Needs You’ posters
were now accepted into the forces. Sadly, as so many
of his generation, two years later in April 1918 he was
killed. Thinking back to 2014 and the poppy display at
the Tower of London which had one flower for every
life lost you begin to have a perspective on the true
horror of those war years. Almost everyone would
have had a relative away fighting at the front line and
everyone must have been in constant dread of the
telegram boy arriving with the worst news possible.
Although they did not know it in 1916 the war was not
yet halt way through. Perhaps that was just as well the
knowledge that the worst was yet to come would have
been totally demoralizing. David Wood has written a
biography of Harold Greenhalgh on page 9.

This month we have a diverse selection of items for
you to peruse! Events for you to enjoy include Art
Exhibitions, Concerts, Craft Fairs, Quiz Nights and a
Murder Mystery evening plus of course the traditional
annual May Day celebrations at Bredhurst. If you are
looking for volunteering opportunities why not try the
Hospital Shop, Beanstalk - helping children with
reading in school or assisting BWAG with wildlife
recording. To make new friends and widen your social
life Wigmore Ladies Club would love to see you, join
the Pedal for a Purpose charity ride or enjoy an
organised Bluebell Walk. All this and more can be
found in our pages this month. Enjoy the spring
weather and have a very good month until we are here
again in May.

Correspondence

WANT TO BE A BROWNIE?
Dear Editor
Come and join in the fun with 1st Rainham Brownics
who will be celebrating their 95th birthday in July
having been going strong since 1921,
Several of our girls are off to start their new guiding
adventure in Guides at Easter and as a result we
currently have spaces for girls aged seven to 10 years
old to join in the fun and become a Brownic. We meet
once a week in the Millennium Centre on a Tuesday,
This term, amongst other things, we made pancakes,
celebrated Chinese New Year, went swimming and
had fun with our Growing Up Wild in Winter
badge. If your daughter is interested in becoming a
Brownie, please in the first instance email
firstrainhambrownies@gmail.com

Yours sincerely

Amanda

Leader in Charge, 1st Rainham Brownics

CHARITY CONCERT

Dear Editor,

I am very fortunate that the Genesis Sixteen Alumni
Quartet, accompanied by Kerne Clemence, will be
giving a charity concert, in aid of the Mayor ol
Medway’s Charities, on Friday, 29th April at 7.30pm
in St Margaret's Church, Rainham. Tickets £12.50 or
£5 for students, available from either the Mayor's
Parlour mayor@medway.gov.uk 01634 332404 or
from St Margaret's Parish Office 01634 362023,
officef@rainhamchurch.co.uk.

The programme will include popular opera excerpts
during the first half and thereafter music by Vaughan
Williams, John Rutter and Mozart on the theme

of Shakespeare. The concert is being sponsored by
Medway Music Association and all proceeds will be in
aid of the Mayor of Medway’s Charities, (Molly
Wisdom Hospice; Oliver Fisher Neonatal Unit;
Holding On, Letting Go and Making Miracles)

The fund-raising concert for my Charities in Febroary
of last year, at St Margaret's Church, proved o be so
highly successtul that, following many requests it has
been decided to stage a second event during my

second year of office. Last year's performers were
from the world renowned Guildhall School of Music
and Drama. This year [ am delighted to welcome the
equally prestigious Genesis Alumni of The Sixteen,
This is a concert not to be missed by music lovers.
Yours faithfully
Barry Kemp - Mayor of Medway

BEANSTALK Read - Grow - Succeed

Beanstalk is a National Children’s literacy charity that
recruits, trains and supports volunteers to go into
primary schools & help them with reading. Volunteer
reading helpers spend just 90 minutes twice a week
working on a 1 tol basis with 3 children. They read,
play games and enjoy the all-important conversation
that helps children improve their vocabulary.

The charity is now looking for new volunteers to
support children in Gillingham and would urge
anybody that feels they could help. to get in touch
with the Maidstone oftice on 01622 662026 or apply
via their website at www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk

DEVELOPING DEMENTIA FRIENDLY
COMMUNITIES Sponsored by the Diocese of
Rochester and Dementia Friends.

Saturday 16th April, 11.00am - 2.30pm

You are invited to attend an Information Meeting, at
St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, MES 0AX,
HEAR about the support available in Gillingham and
discuss what more can be done to help those living
with dementia. Refreshments will be available.
MEET the organisations in Gillingham who support
those living with dementia

EXPERIENCE some of the available activities which
can help those with dementia

LEARN ABOUT the experiences of some local
people living with dementia

ATTEND Dementia Friends sessions (11.30am and
1.15pm) A quiet space will be available for prayer and
reflection. Come for as little or as long as you wish
and there is no need to book — just turn up on the day.
Further information from 01634 813366 or email

Julia.burton-jonesferochester.anglican.org

ART EXHIBITION
Wynne Prescott, a local botanical artist will be

exhibiting her latest works at Rainham Library Birling

Avenue. Rainham, during the month of April; usual
library hours apply - all works are for sale at
reasonable prices. Contact no 01634 312387

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years

_ Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced
Family run independent company

For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 or 07973 860369

Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

Bepeinres Cvpany

Fair Trader

VOLUNTEERS WANTED - HOSPITAL SHOPS
The Medway League of Friends needs more
volunteers to help in our busy shops, especially for
evenings and weekends. If you have some time to
spare and would like to make a difference. please
contact the Operations Manager at Medway Maritime
Hospital on 01634 830000 x 3695.

WIGMORE LADIES CLUB

It is with great sadness we announce that our group
leader. Norma Guest. recently passed away.

In memory of all the hard work that she did in setting
up and running the club, the Club will continue to
meet. We are a cheerful group of ladies and would
love you to join us. We meet on the 3rd

Wednesday of each month at the Howard Hall,
Woodside between 2.00 — 4.00pm. We have speakers
and other activities and a lovely cuppa. Just come
along or call 01634 388912 for further details.

MAY DAY SCHOOL FAYRE

Bredhurst C E P School ME7 31Y

Saturday 7th May 1.00 — 4.00pm. Traditional event
that dates back to Victorian times - street closed
between 12.50pm and Tpm for a parade led by the
new May King and Queen!

There will also be performances of traditional dancing
around the May Pole plus an Ice cream van, Bouncy
Castle, BBQ, Cake Stall, Coconut Shy,

Face Painting, Tombola, Raffle & lots more!
DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:

Rainham [Henry Street, part Wakeley Road. Scott Av
Bramley Close & Blackthorne Road

Pembury Close & Penshurst Close

Beechings Way (Pump Lane to Bloors Lane)
Hereford, Monmouth, Lichfield, Ripon & Ely Closes
I you can help please email afieothenet.uk.net

orring 01634 310011 (mention Action Forum)
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Home Help Service

AtHome Out & About

» Housework * Visiting the shops Take Care

« Respitesiting ~ * Supportto Caring For Your Independence

* Well-being visits Dppmmmems. Please call us on

« Gardening/ * Fornoqnlol1sl1lp 01634 316821
Handyman orouliogs www.takecareltd.co.ok
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Diary 2016

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
affe/thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP
Diary Copy Date: April 26th 2016

April - Wynne P Rescott, exhibiting her botanical art at
Rainham Library, during usual library hour, all works
are for sale at reasonable prices details 01634 312387

April - Paintings by Artists, Clive Bass, John Gilson &
Ron Wiseman on show &For Sale in Wigmore Library

April 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 12noon meet
Margaret 01795 843927 maglou | @ yahoo.co.uk
Lapwing Drive, Lower Halstow, Edith May’s car park
MLE9 717 6 mile walk around Lower Halstow.

April 2nd - Handel's Messiah The Merry Opera Company
St Mary Magdalene Church, Gillingham Green ME7
1SS, 7.00pm Tickets at door £10, Free parking

April 2nd - Barnardo's Charity Quiz Night, 7.30pm start,
Twydall Church Hall, Tickets £3, tables of 6-8 Book in
advance, 01634 2334035 or 01634 375486

April 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Len
01634 319391 lenbeadlefa blueyonder.co.uk the Square,
Hadlow, TNI 10DD TQ635498 for 6 mile easy walk
to West Peckham, Pub serving lunch at the end.

April 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Mo Fleisig 07976 600393, Newington High Street
car park (I'ree) GR 861649 ME9 7IP for a 6 mile
circular walk towards Lower Halstow. No dogs

April 4th — 10th - I'ree Spring Holiday Workshops at
Hempstead Valley outside Boots, 11.00am — 1.00Opm
and 2.00 — 4.00pm, no need to book, supervision
required at all times.

April 5th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane. Spring Show,
New members welcome, ring 366276 for details.

April 5th - Rainbow Whist Drive, Bredhurst Village Hall
Hurstwood Road, 7.30pm A partner is not needed and
all whist players are welcome. Details 01634 610364

April 5th - Medway & Swale (West) Association for
Breast Cancer, 7.00 — 9.00pm Medway Maritime
Hospital, Area 7 Level 2, Penny Auction raising funds
for our charity, details 01634 861802 or 07761 853750

April 5th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm.
"Laid Back™ — a horizontal arrangement, New members
welcome, first visit free, no experience needed, details
Kayve Buss 01634 232998 kaycbuss(@ btinternet.com

April 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Mike
near Barham village green. TR208500 CT4 6NZ for a
7.5 mile leisurely Four Churches walk visiting Barham,
Womenswold, Bishopsbourne and Kingston. One short
hill, muddy in places. Bring picnic lunch Pubs at end.

April 7th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Speaker Caroline
Carter on RVS Village Hall behind the Church 2 - 4pm
New members always welcome phone 0758 334 3782

April 7th — Wigmore Thursday Club for over 50s, 2.00pm
St Matthew’s Community Centre, Birthday Lunch and
entertainment from Harmony, ring 01634 234712

April 8th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Priday Y.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us fora
cuppa and chat, ring Julic 01634 364309.

April 8th — UpARA, Monthly Mecting Upchurch Village
Hall, 2.00pm, AGM 3.30pm, Members Free, Guests £2
New Members Welcome For details email Chairman
David Powell davidrpowell5t hotmail.co.uk

April 8th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, 7.15pm, Byron Road School, Memories of
events ete. in the Medway Towns, For full details
please contact Ron Baker 01634 854982

April 8th - Medway Fundraising Committee Macmillan
Cancer Support, A.G.M. RAT's Theatre, Stratford
Lane. Rainham, MES 8AG, 7.30pm. All welcome

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses
Beginners: May 24th & June 7th
Improvers: May 26th & June 9th
Continuing in August and September
Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

Happy Hounds
Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childseroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator
# Plastering # Tiling

reg. 206985

Mobile: 07834 851 004

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates.
Serviee, repair and

hieatimg, botlers, lires, gs and

Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL mstallation of gas central
FREE ESTIMATES _
clectrie cookers.
Tel: (01634) 320846

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
- TILED ROOFING
« FLAT ROOFING
- LEAD FLASHING
+ PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
- FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a-roofing-services co uk

April 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group Meet
Stephen Manning 07551 712438 London Capital Ring
Walk stage 3 for a 9.5 mile walk starting at Greenford
via South Kenton, finish at Wembley Park, Ring
Stephen for details, No dogs

April 9th — Crafi Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £10 from
carole@ cdadswell. freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

April 9th - Bredhurst Woods 10am — 1pm, Meet at
Hurstwood Road, ME7 3JZ learn about monitoring
wildlife, Free for BWAG & KRAG members or £3 for
non-members, book in advance 07813 785940 or email
bwagfa vanessajones.plus.com

April 9th - Spring Craft Fair, St. Margaret's Church,

[ ower Halstow, 2.00 to 4.00pm, first sale of the year,
wide selection of local crafis , old friends and new very
welcome, Refreshments available.

April 9th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham 7.30 -~ 10pm,
new and experienced dancers welcome, with or without
a partner, for more information ring 366189 or 388546

April 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847 828249,
Lower Upnor car park near Arethusa Centre ME2 4XB
GR 762713 for a 5.5 mile walk starts with a steep
climb, some roads, field &woodland, no stiles. No dogs

April 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Tony/Ann 01634 106634 v ajra.faulkneri@ gmail.com
end of Nashenden Farm Lane near Borstal. TQ733659
MEI 3TQ for a 6.2 mile leisurely walk along NDW
back by river. Bring picnic lunch for midway break.

April 10th - Pedal for a Purpose, Demelza Hospice, 10
mile Family Route, 32 mile Classic Route or 103 mile
Epic Route. To sign up visit www.demelza,org.uk ring
01795 845249 or email emma.austenf@ demelza.org.uk

April 11th - Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mondays,
2,00 — 4.30pm, St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone
Road. Chatham, new members welcome, 01634 230500

April 11th - Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham 2nd Monday each
month for those in employment who have lost a loved
one. Join us for a cuppa and chat, Julic 01634 364309,

April 11th — Rainham Flower Club, second Monday each
month 7.30pm, St Matthews Community Centre,
Wigmore MES ONX “Update your Skills™ part 1, For
details see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring
01634 864572 Visitors welcome.

April 11th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30pm,
Organist - Michael Wooldridge, details ring Brian
Leonard 01634 234694

April 12th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Growing Pelargoniums —
Ken Abel, Members £1, Non members £1.50, All
Welcome details ring 01634 852519

April 13th — All Saints Women''s Fellowship, Hempstead
Village Hall, 8.00pm, American Heiresses: Sheila
Boyd. for details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

April 14th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Healthy Eating.
Grace Wilson, (see 7th April)

April 14th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Outing to Hole
Park. No local meeting.

April 15th -~ UpARA, Village Walk, 10.00am from
Village Hall, (see 8th April)

April 15th - Hempstara Whist Afternoons, 1.30pm start,
The Scout Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead.
Players of all abilities welcome, partner not required
details call Eunice 01634 231664

April 15th - Quiz Night, Hands & Gillingham Volunteer
Centre, 7.30pm start. Holy Trinity Church Hall,
Twydall Lane, MES 6JU, Tickets £7 pp six per table,
Sausage & Chips supper provided, bring own drinks
and nibbles, Contact Hands office 01634 577984

April 15th — Jazz Gig, The Greg Heath Sax Quartet,
Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland Avenue, Gillingham,
8.30pm, Admission £10, Details 01634 365352 or
07544 312743

April 16th - Rainham South Councillors surgery,
Parkwood Youth Centre, 9.00am - 12noon, no
appointment necessary.

April 16th - Developing Dementia Friendly
Communities,11.00am - 2.30pm, St Matthew’s Church,
Drewery Drive, all welcome.

April 16th — Concert Old Barn Orchestra Concert,
7.30pm, Pilkington Building, University of Greenwich
Tickets from 01634 376979, 01795 843228 members of
the orchestra or oldbarnosi@ gmail.com

April 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Margaret 01795 477181 Leeds Village car park next to
the church. TQ825533 ME17 IRL for a 5.5 mile
leisurely walk through Leeds Village, across fields,
through woods and through the grounds of Leeds
Castle, Pub at end.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

e TV Acrials / Freesat
Systems Installed

® [xtra TV /SKY Points

e TV Wall Mounting

® TV & Appliances Set

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Up Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
f outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
ffor cats only.

completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com)
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com|
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CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCDUNTANT:

. Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham

Kent MEB 7EG

Tel: 01634 375222

Fax: 01634 371318

I Mail: admin @ jadaccountants.co.uk
www jadaccountants.co.uk

* Tax

*  Book-keeping

*  Pavroll

= Audit

= Associated Services

“Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com ..
Al work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts =

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer ¢ icient and personal service
1o all types of business as well a nce with personal o
problems amd retums

For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366

Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES 7TRU
www.salter-mclean.co.uk

Neil’s on Wheels
Mobile Caravan & Motorhome Services
Touring Caravan & Motorhome Habitation Checks
Internal & External Repairs Undertaken
Based in Newington — Serving the Southeast
Fully Insured ACOPS Gas Registered
C&G LV & ELV Electrical  Alde Service Engineer
Contact Meil on 07917 680814 or 01795 844223

Or email: neilonwheels2014@hotmail.com

Find us on Facebook: neilsanwheels2014
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BRYANT »2
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

ENSIONS
Al RA'I'ED BY NHEBC

01634 231321
T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Established 18 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

......... Bookings Only .......
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

ART EXHIBITION - Paintings by Local Artists,
Clive Bass, John Gilson & Ron Wiseman will be on
show and For Sale in Wigmore Library, 208
Fairview between Ist & 30th April.

SPRING CRAFT FAIR

St. Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow

Saturday 9th April, 2.00 - 4.00pm We are delighted
to be holding our first sale of the year and look
forward to welcoming old friends and new. Do join
us for a wide selection of local crafts at possibly the
prettiest location around. Refreshments available

RAINBOW CAFE - 2nd Thursday of each month
St Mary's Church, Upchurch
Thursday 14th April, 2.30 - 5.00pm. All Welcome.
QUIZ NIGHT
Hands & Gillingham Volunteer Centre
Friday 15th April, Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start
Holy Trinity Church Hall Twydall Lane, Gillingham
Tickets £7 per person/up to six per table
Sausage & Chips supper provided
Please bring your own drinks and nibbles
Contact Hands office 01634 577984 answerphone
SPRING CONCERT Old Barn Orchestra Concert
Saturday 16th April, 7.30pm
Pilkington Building
University of Greenwich at Medway, ME4 4TB
Mendelssohn: music for a Midsummer Night's
Dream. Mendelssohn: Symphony No |
York Bowen Horn Concerto,
Soloist Tom Bettley

Tickets from 01634 376979, 01795 843228 members

of the orchestra or oldbarnos(@gmail.com

WIGMORE COMMUNITY & RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION AGM

Friday 29th April. 7.00pm. An opportunity to
informally discuss local issues affecting our
community with ward councillors.

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's ¢
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 Visa.
www.gersales.co.uk  germick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MES8 8BJ (Just off Station Rd)

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

'SUDDEN DEATH AT THORNBURY MANOR',
A Murder Mystery presented by Wigmore MADS
St Matthews Community Centre,

Drewery Drive, Wigmore
Friday 22nd & Saturday 23rd April, 8.00pm.
Bar available. Tickets £7 & £6 concessions
From Sue 01634 370639
QUIZ
Brain Tumour Charity
Saturday 23rd April, 7.30 - 10.30pm
Twydall Hall, Twydall Lane, Gillingham
Ticket £5, Free tea or coffee and biscuits. Please
bring your own food. Free wine on table & a Raffle
Contact Olwen O'Dowd 01634 263622 for tickets.

BLUEBELLS & CREAM TEA WEEKEND
Saturday 30th April & Sunday 1st May

Walks start at 2.00pm cach day

Join BWAG for its popular Bluebell & Cream Tea
Weekend. Guided walks through Bredhurst Woods
including a talk on the history of the woods followed
by cream teas at a local farm - shorter and longer
walks available.

Tickets £7 per person and must be purchased in
advance - tickets will not be available on the day
(children under 16 free).

For more details and tickets please call Jim Chalmers
on 07870 878907, Esther Huxstep on 01634 233752,
email bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com or buy on line
at bluebellwalk2016.eventbrite.co.uk

ON THE BOX
Under the Applause Rural Touring Scheme
Bowjangles presents On The Box! at Bredhurst
Village Hall on Saturday, 30th April, at 7.30pm.
Tickets £10 from 01634 361263
Bowjangles are a string quartet who can really
play while singing, dancing and much else.
Proceeds towards the upkeep of the hall.
CONCERT
St Matthew’s Church
Drewery Drive, Wigmore MES ONX
Saturday 30th April, 7.30pm
The Don Barcott Big Band
15 Talented Musicians as
The sounds of Ted Heath, Count Basie,
Duke Lllington
Tickets £10 from 01634 231350
Or email joycebestblueyonder.co.uk

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS S
Alarms - CCTV - Access Control GoLo
Locks and Safes
wiww.masteralarms.com / mail@masteralarms.com  Fair Trader
Telephone: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH

Towards the end of each year, Mrs Ennis and I look
forward to hearing the “clunk™ of the National Trust’s
yearly handbook dropping onto the doormat. In early
March, having consulted the latest edition, we made a
trip to the Trust’s Sissinghurst Castle Gardens near
Cranbrook. The journey took us over the North Downs
and through Maidstone. At Linton, we descended into
the Vale of Kent, through which flows the River
Medway and its main tributaries, the Teise and the
Beult. We continued through the pleasant town of
Staplehurst along the line of an old Roman road and,

in due course, climbed into the wooded High Weald of

Kent in which Sissinghurst Castle Gardens sits, At
Boxley and Linton we had passed two busy roadside
rookeries, which were an indication (hopefully) that
winter was on its way out. Having arrived at
Sissinghurst, we first had a walk around the estate’s
two lakes and the adjoining Roundshill Park Wood.
The lakes are fed by the Hammer Stream and both
teem with fish, mainly rudd, identifiable by their
orange fins. The lakes are lined with bulrushes and
other aquatic plants and are surrounded by alder trees.
Signs of spring included hazel catkins and pussy
willows. The wood is managed as a traditional sweet
chestnut coppice, with standard trees of oak and
beech. Dead trees are left standing as a source of food
and nesting sites for birds. We came across lesser
celandines. wood anemones, primroses and sweet
violets but we were too early to see bluebells and
foxgloves in bloom. We heard the loud, whistling
“hweet” “hweet” call of a nuthatch, which has a blue-
grey back and which can sometimes be seen on our
nut feeders.

After our walk we headed for the Granary Restaurant
and lunch. Meat from animals raised on Sissinghurst
Castle Farm and vegetables grown in an organic
garden on the estate are used as ingredients in dishes
on the menu in the restaurant. We chose Sissinghurst
roast lamb with rosemary infused gravy. The farm is
run by a tenant who has introduced Sussex beef cattle,
Romney marsh sheep and pigs. New hedges have been
planted, by the Trust, to create the smaller fields that

existed in the 19th century, thus allowing regular
movements of animals from field to field. The grazing
grass for the beef cattle and the sheep is supplemented
by feed such as cereals and peas grown on the farm.
The arable fields are bordered by strips of uncultivated
land sown with a mixture of grass and wild flowers
which atiracts insects, birds and mammals. The overall
aim of the Trust is to convert the farm from what was,
until fairly recently. a solely arable one into a
traditional, mixed, Wealden-type one. After lunch, we
had a walk around the garden. It is somewhat bare in
carly March, compared with the profusion and colour
of summer. Even so, hellebores, daffodils, anemones,
crocuses, snowflakes, primulas and grape hyacinths
were in bloom in the Lime Walk. There was an
impressive display of daffodils in the old Orchard. A
new orchard of six acres has been set out near the car
park. The Trust has planted some ninety standard trees
of varieties of cooking and eating apples that were
once grown in Kent. The standard trees will provide
shelter for smaller trees of eating apples, pears, plums,
damsons, greengages and cherries.

Before leaving the garden, we climbed to the top of
the red brick Elizabethan tower, from where we had a
good view of the estate and also from where we could
hear the songs of a chaffinch, a song thrush and a
robin, among others. In the absence of leaves on the
deciduous trees and shrubs, the structure of the garden
was readily apparent. In particular, the lines of the box
and yew hedges were clearly defined. It is difficult to
find a weed in one of the world’s most celebrated
gardens but it had a most unlikely origin among piles
of rubbish covered in brambles and nettles. In 1930
the poet and novelist Vita Sackville-West and her
politician husband Harold Nicholson bought the 400
acre Sissinghurst Castle Farm, in the grounds of which
was the near ruin of a moated 16th century manor
house. It had housed French prisoners of war in
Napoleonic times, since when it has been described as
a castle. As they created their garden from the
dereliction of the ruins, Vita and Harold initially
stayed in the Bull Inn in Sissinghurst village or
camped out in the old buildings, shunning the
comforts of the Victorian farmhouse. Their first
priority was the removal of rubbish, being the

[24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
O.AP. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of]
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Eobile: 07775 423744

TAURUS LOCKS | | MEDWAY 24 HOUR | [Boarding 17
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER PLUMBING Cattery '

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves|
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE All Work Guaranteed

Fully Insured

Fair Trader 01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435 =

Owner FAB trained 1
Built ta FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same househald
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263

.co.uk

ail: ca -
ent, MET 3JR

Blind L
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accumulated domestic debris of over a hundred years
of neglect. The garden was first opened in 1938, in
support of what is now the National Gardens Scheme.
Entrance cost one shilling. Vita called her visitors
“Shillings”, many of whom she got to know well over
the years, as they exchanged plants and garden gossip.
T'oday, visitors come from all over the world - and
they pay considerably more than a shilling!

Joe Ennis
THE DEATH OF A RAINHAM HEADMASTER
in the Great War of 1914-1918
Harold Greenhalgh became headmaster of Rainham
Council School, now known as Meredale in 1908, two
years after it had been constructed and he proved to be
very hard working and popular.
Originally from Preston in Lancashire, he came to
Kent where he worked with Gillingham Education
Committee and then with the dockyard class at

ordered the sergeant to run for an ambulance and
knelt down to see if anvthing could be done for Privaie
Barlow. When the sergeant was about 80 yards away
a second shell fell ai praciically the same spot, killing
your hushand instantancously by the concussion. The
bady was buried in a soldier’s cemetery just ouiside
Poperinghe. in the portion reserved for officers. The
service was conducted by an army chaplain and
attended by licutenant colonel Fisher and myself on
hehalf of the Avmy Ordnance Department. A wooden
cross is placed at the head of his grave, bearing his
neme, wnit and that he was killed in action 9" April
1918.°

In 1919 at a meeting of the Kent County Education
authority, committee member Mr Tapp said that in Mr
Greenhalgh Kent had lost a very valuable teacher and
questioned why headmasters should be taken away for
military service. He also paid tribute to former

Barnsole Road School. After this with the departure of Council School assistant teacher Mr. Hadlow who

headmistress Miss Dyason, he became headmaster of
Rainham Council School where he soon proved to be
a very capable head. According to an article in the
East Kent Gazette dated April 1918, the school
reached a high standard under his leadership and
pupils won many scholarships. Because of his talent
and interest in music he helped scholars obtain county
honours and when war broke out in 1914 he organised
collections of eggs and social gatherings at the school
for wounded soldiers from Fort Pitt Hospital which
gained him great respect in the community.

When Harold Greenhalgh first applied to join the army
he was rejected for being physically unfit but he
eventually passed for general service and joined the
Royal Engineers in 1916, Stationed in Chatham he
soon became a lance-corporal and he obtained the
Haynes Memorial Medal, awarded to the best recruit
in each new batch of Royal Engincers recruits.

When he went to France in September 1917 he
experienced several dangerous assignments before
being commissioned to the Ordnance Department and
made Ordnance Railhead Officer at Poperinghe in
March 1917. He died there on April 9th 1918 aged 41.
His major wrote a letter to his wife:

About 100" clock on Tuesdeay 9" instant, Poperinghe
Railhead, of which he was Ordnance officer in charge,
was shelled by the enemy. One shell fell near where
le, his sergeant and Private Barlow were standing,
This killed Private Barlow. Your hushand then

became an army sergeant and also died in the war and
to Mr Pitcher who became a captain in the Artists and
Rifle Regiment and suffered a head wound but
recovered. Mr. Pitcher later received the Military
Medal for bravery and resumed teaching at the
Council school when the war ended.

Harold Greenhalgh left a widow, two young daughters
and a big reputation at Rainham Council School after
his death. David Wood

BWAG WILDLIFE MONITORING in Bredhurst
Saturday 9th April, 10.00am — 1.00pm

Meet at Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst ME7 3JZ
Have you experience in monitoring wildlife or want to
learn about what’s involved? Join BWAG and Dr Lee
Brady to examine different types of habitat in and
around Bredhurst Woods. Find out how to assist with
BWAG’s monitoring programme and how to submit
records to ensure your sightings count,

Free for BWAG & KRAG members or £3 for non-
members. Places must be booked in advance by
contacting Vanessa Jones on 07813 785940 or email
bwag@vanessajones.plus.com We must have your
contact details in advance as this event may be called
off if the weather is not suitable.

PEDAL FOR A PURPOSE Sponsored Ride
Demelza Hospice, A ride for everyone!

Sunday 10th April - 10 mile, 52 mile or 103 mile
See www.demelza,org.uk or ring 01795 845249 or
email emma.austen@demelza.org.uk

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

:aneros | INDSA

* MULCH
+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services
HELP is on its way
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING

BOILER EXCHANGES
gife| POWER FLUSHING
" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210

Reg No.
B629




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Fte,
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey pip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www .theresaelsey.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENMANCE » FLOORING * GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 07802 608 222
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

| 12 WEEK BELLY BUSTER
PROGRAMME
Inches NO Cal

ales NO Humil

+ FUN EXERCISE

Also PILATES

Maon - 5t Pauls Church, Parkwood @ 1.45
Tues - Newington Village Hall 10.30
Tues - St Justus Church, Roch 12.30
Tues- Scout Hut, Hempstead 2.00

Queries Janet
01843 316093 /07731455536
janet.job@hotmail.co.uk

DAVID WHITE ‘

BOILERCARE
Member of ety Register
All Boiler Sei o &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
Landlord Gas Safety Reports
Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

.

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

Do you have windows
or doors that.....
Don't open or close properly?
Have condensation inside the unit?
Are draughty when closed?
Conservatory roof leak?

101634 789025 / 07950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

@CiRiAcE
WE'VE GOT IT!

If your looking for : - Ele
Contemporary, Victorian, or c tiles.
Porcelain - Marble - Ceramic
Masaic - Stone - Glass.

look no further!

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

+ Local Family Business
+ Personal service in the
comfort of your home
+ Free demonstrations

- After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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April 17th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Pearl Stevens 07724 602929 Newington Church
Car park off High Oak Hill GR 862653 ME9 7JT for a
6 mile undulating walk with road, field and grass and
tracks, 4 stiles, possibly muddy, No dogs

April 19th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 5th April)

April 19th - RSPB Medway Local Group Talk, Parkwood
Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45 pm £3.50. Hedgehogs
Dr Ray Allibone, ww w.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

April 19th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘Happy Birthday
Ma’am’ — making a crafied crown, (see 5th April)

April 20th - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2.00pm. Howard [all,

Woodside, We are a cheerful group of Tadies and would
love you 1o join us, come along or call 01634 388912

April 20th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Terry Clare - Hlustrated Talk ‘Bumbles and
Wasps®, New Members Welcome, Ring 01634 233554

April 21st - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 - 4.00 pm,
Qast House Community Centre, Granary Close, "Going
Going Gone". Visitors welcome for small entry charge
per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details,

April 21st - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, hoard
games, tea and chat (sce 7th April)

April 21st - Wigmore Thursday Club, Barbara Stevens.
Trials & Tribulations of a Public Speaker, (see 7th Ap)

April 22nd -~ Medway Geographical Society, Byron Road
Primary School, Gillingham ME7 5XX 7.30 9.00pm,
“The London of Charles Dickens’ — Stuart Robinson,
Everyone welcome please come on the e ening or ring
Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

April 22nd & 23rd - Wigmore MADS 'Sudden Death at

Thornbury Manor', Murder Mystery Evening, St
Matthews Community Centre. Wigmore 8.00pm. Bar
lickets £7 & £6 cons from Sue 01634 370639

April 23rd — Quiz, Brain Tumour Charity, 7.30 - 10.30pm
Pwydall Hall, Gillingham, Ticket £3, Free tea or colfee
and biscuits, bring your own food. Free wine on table
and Raffle Olwen O'Dowd 01634 263622 to hook.

April 23rd - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 9th April)

April 24th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Harry Keane 01634 231533 07719 356835,
Linton Hill car park (free) next to the church for a 4
mile circular walk across the Greensand Ridge, 12 stiles
and 2 plank bridges, may be muddy, No dogs

April 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Tania 07841 913561 office@taniapeitzker.com Court
Farm Butchery & Country Larder, Upper | lalling.
TQ691643 ME2 1HR for a 3.5 mile leisurely walk, car
park for Ramblers, please follow the signs. Bluebell
patches in the forest behind Court Farm.

April 25th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 11th April)

April 26th - UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch Village
Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, (see 8th Ap)

April 26th - Lower Halstow Gardening Club, Memorial
Hall, School Lane, ME9 7ES 7.30 pm, Maureen
Rainey from Kent Wildlife. Talk & quiz 'Gardening to
Save the Planet.’ Visitors £1.50 - do join us.

April 27th - GHS "in house" mini Spring Show, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road Gillingham,
7.15pm start, £2 members, £2.50 non member includes
refreshments, details 01634 852519

April 27th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Charity
Presentation, (see 13th April)

April 28th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Social Mecting
Chat & Games, (see 7th April)

April 28th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Speaker Ann Knief
on “Lola Montez” (see 7th April)

April 28th - Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall, all
welcome, ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038,

April 28th - UpARA Outing, *Hairspray”, Marlowe
Theatre, Canterbury, (see 8th April)

April 29th - Hempstara Whist Afternoons, 1.30pm start,
The Scout Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead.
Players of all abilities welcome., partner not required
details call Lunice 01634 231664

April 29th - Wigmore Community and Residents
Association AGM, Wigmore Library 7.00pm,
informally discuss local issues with ward councillors

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675
07721 365 630

www.hprenovations.co.uk 3
sl 53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair Trader

& Hebditch
Property
558 Renovations Lic

Adult Daycare Services For Learning Disabilities
Qur service runs five days a week from 9am - 4pm in the
Medway area, with a pick up and drop off service included

Options Adult Daycare
Phone: 07976213432
ebsite: www.optionsadultdaycare.co uk
Email: options.care@hotmail com

Wi

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New sys-
tems. Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www. lovevourboiler.co.uk

Wigmore Preschool

5t Matthew's Church Hall, Drewery Drive, Rainham,
Kent, MES ONX
Phane/text: 07555598172 Email: Wigmaorepreschool@yaheo.com
Open five maornings a week / term time
(a three hour session will cost £10 per day)

Places available for 2 Years to Schaol Age
Ofsted Registered (EY498099)
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved, Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

ILING - LEADWO
S REPOINTEL

Your Local Reliable C ommclmr
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
" 01634 372411
11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES B8NS

pomesTC %
wsALLer ==

Domestic Installer

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop
Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

01634 264753

KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd  rqicner 1T

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

TRUST Kitchens
ﬁi MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
Ty Bathrooms
Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Linwood

Home Electronics
Est. 1982

Website: www.linwoodhe.com
Telephone: 01634 230261
Mobile: 079 0550 7338

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
Contact us or pop in for a compefitive guote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquu'ies&vewhitesolimtors,ca.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

or Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
016234 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Cdd Jobs and much more No job too small

Prompt and Reliable Service]
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April 29th - Concert in aid of the Mayor of Medway’s

Charities The Genesis Sixteen Alumni Quartet, 7.30pm,

St Margaret's Church, Rainham, Tickets £12.50 or £5
students, 01634 332404, mayor medway.gov.uk
or Church 01634362023, office@rainhamchurch.co.uk.

April 30th - Under the Applause Rural Touring Scheme,
Bowjangles presents On The Box! Bredhurst Village
Hall, 7.30pm, Tickets £10 from 01634 361263

April 30th — Concert, St Matthew’s Church, Wigmore,
7.30pm, The Don Barcott Big Band, Tickets £10 from
01634 231350 email joycebest@ blueyonder.co.uk

April 30th & May Ist - Bluebells & Cream Tea Walks
2.00pm, Tickets £7 per person purchase in advance -
under 16 free, Jim Chalmers 07870 878907, Esther
Huxstep 01634 233752, bwagf@ vanessajones.plus.com
or buy on line at bluehellwalk2016.eventbrite.co.uk

May Ist - Medway Ramblers Walk, 5.00am meet GeofT
Blue Bell Hill at Mickey's Diner — off Chatham bound
carriageway of A229. TQ747608 ME20 7EZ for a 4
mile leisurely Sunrise walk to Kits Coty to watch the
greeting of sunrise by the Kits Coty Morris. Break fast
can be pre-ordered at Mickev's before the walk.

May Ist - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Steve Giddins 07720 628511, Grove Ferry Picnic
Area car park (fee £2) GR 236631 CT34BP fora s
mile circular walk via Stodmarsh, very [Tat,

May Ist - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet John
07749 760788 billingsjc@ bluevonder.co.uk Linton
Church Car Park TQ754501 ME17 4AW lora 7.75

mile leisurely circular walk through farms and orchards,

a few stiles, could be muddy if wet. Bring picnic lunch
May 3rd - GHS Floral Art Group, Workshop with Via
O’Sullivan, (sce 5th April)
May 3rd - Medway & Swale (West) Association for
Breast Cancer, Travelling boutique visit with ladies
clothes and accessories to purchase, (see 5th April)

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 511571 01795 459105

For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

i = - i "
Reflexology o op Yeg
Advanced Qualified Therapist 4’(,,

as featured in Kent Life magazine
- > Dead Sea facials

cu

\ ) specialist
Elaine Wheeler var ik 4R
Medway (01634) 379360

.bodytalktherapies.co.uk

May 3rd - Rainham Horticultural Socicty, Tools of the
Trade - Russell Bowes, (see Sth April)

May dth - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Mike
St Marys Meadow opposite the Anchor PH, Wingham
TR244576 CT3 1AL for a 7 mile leisurely Four
Watermills Walk. Visit Wingham, Wickhambreaux,
Littlchourne, and lckham, Bring picnic. Pubs at end,

May 5th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Characters — Wacky,
Weird & Wonderlul, (see 7th April)

May 5th - Hempstead Leisure Club, “Flastics™ exercise
for seniors with Sue (see 7th April)

May 6th — UpARA, Village Walk. 10.00am from Village
Hall, (see 8th April)

May 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Tania
07841 913561 office@taniapeitzker.com Upper Halling
Court Farm Butchery & Country Larder Car park for
Ramblers follow the signs TQ691643 ME2 THR for a
3.5 mile leisurely walk with Bluebells

May 7th - Bredhurst C E P School May Day School
Fayre, 1.00 — 4.00pm. Traditional event, May Pole, Ice
cream van, Bouncy Castle, BBQ, Cake Stall, Coconut
Shy. Face Painting, Tombola, Raffle & lots more!

May 7th - Medway Folk Danee Club, (see 9th April)

May 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Geolf
07525161766 geolTrambleri@me.com Sevenoaks
Library, Buckhurst Lane, go to library entrance
TQ533545 TNI3 1L.Q for a 6.5 mile easy walk through
Knole Park and woodland bluebells. Pub at end.

May 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847 827249 Markel
Heath, Brenchley, car park GR 672418 TN12 7NX for
a 5.5 mile lovely walk in the Weald via Marle Place. 10
Stiles some steps. Dogs on leads if permitted,

May 9th - Rainham Bereavement Evening Friendship
Group, (sec 11th April)

May 9th - Concert Medway Organ & Kevboard Club.
Organist - lan GrilTin, (see 11th April)

= BUILDING
SGMA!NTENANCE_
07931 864346

Painting & Decorating
Interior / Exterior
All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

PAINTING SOLUTIONS.

All painting outdoors, indoors and any
small jobs. Also Garden Maintenance
Tidy and reliable. Call Ayman on
07547 608 779 or 01634 264834

RELIABLE GARDENER
01634 371832 or 07715 292991

LET ME DO IT. IRONING
undertaken by mature lady. Ring Gill
on 01634 365262/ 07849 208 121.

LEARN YOGA WITH SYLVIA
Improve balance, strength &
flexibility. In class or one o one
Call 075391 162 657

SARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qlldhhu[ Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573

MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures
01634 613871 /07736 278509

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser, C:'mpLIiIiw rates.
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859

CARPENTER. Established 35 years
Call Andy 07950 802 370

RETIRED PRIMARY TEACHER,
32 yrs experience, offers one2one help
to children 7-11. Call 01634 360931.
BASIC DRESSMAKING TUITION
one to one in your own home. From
cutting out to constructing the garment.
FFor info. ring 01634 360929

MATURE HANDY MAN

Leaves cleared, patio or drives cleaned,
small painting projects, curtain poles
and blinds hung, flat packs assembled,
rates negotiable, available evenings
and weekends. Phone 01634235499 or
07725159764 ask for Alan.

Saxophone & Clarinet Lessons
John Berreen.LLCM, ISM
Medway Licensed Teacher,

Call 01634 234317.

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE .
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 0797156911 1.

WJ Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare@outlook.com.
DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
ete. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitlerparty.co.uk

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts, sheds & gardens cleared.
Gireen waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses, Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service, Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
\Iuh 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

Na fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee,
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR SPRING Slimming
World, Hempstead Infants School.
Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm. Call
370390 or 0774 226 1053,

MAN & VAN at competitive rates,
www vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427
PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420,

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Learn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility&
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www.freed-om.co.uk

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Marparet 01634
363315707766 980 732

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality puaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefterys 01634 378157
for a free no obligation estimate.

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wail service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766
JEREMY'S GUITAR TUITION.
All styles, 07811 687 433
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DV, We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julic 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons, Graham 01634 260281
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retums,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debhie 01634 611919

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (W leﬂﬂ.)

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOCG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552.

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Pwydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Chureh, Durham Rd. Sunday services

I tam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website -
wigmorelreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always \\el{:nmu, Pastor
Rev T.0. Wood. 01634 388187

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons, 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member, 01634 365453
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore - modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
Kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Alttractive Setting - Ample car parking.

T'o book phone 01634 364859,

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with L{O]'IdlL‘l.i books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
\Idru.ﬂ\l s Church. For more details call
v Symonds on 01634 375325,

The fight for Manston
Airport is not over!

Get involved.
Find us on Facebook

£

SAVE MANSTON AIRPORT

H’ﬂ bk

Domestic Bliss

Professional domestic cleaning and
ironing family run business
collection and delivery service
alterations/repairs - light gardening

fully insured
vetted professional staff
free quotes

Prices from £13 per hour
call Tracey on 07821 862117

www domesticblissironclean@vpweb co uk

| ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights
PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices IIAI_I'II'IAM

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RS Culifiad

DAVID BISHOP & SON
GARDEN SERVICES
Garden services undertaken
Tree cutting and removal
Hedge trimming
Lawn cutting
Rubbish removal
Ring David on
07836585911

for a free quote

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club
-3
&
Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome,
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY
We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnlngs and Window Shutls_rt.

Fair Trader

01 634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, VHS plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

CENTRAL HEATING
Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
- Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est
Plumbing & safe
Heating Chiis Hallett

REFPAIRS, GUTTERING VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

Fortre csmates wosnore 01634 375069

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”
; NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
HOGWOOD_ Electrical Kitchen design and fitting
Extra lights, Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors R ——
sockets, il Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. B somenc
fuse boards .'Iilmnm i Electrics from rewires to extra sockets s
& full rewires wstautes (o)

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:

01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

CRYSTAL Gt fA T
[FL27 CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD| o o7aTION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES8 6PG

M: 07956 358531, E: sales@crystaiour k, W owww Ccrystalcuntans couk

" Plastering
Skimming, Coving, g
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822
Mob: 07897 498189 &

Free Surveys & Quotes

Fair Trader

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET7 2YY

Kent MES BAR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Dinectons
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4Q1J Parkwood

iy
|

* Private Chapels of Rest
» Horse Drawn Hearse available

Car parking available Kent ME8 SPW
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