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"The Co-operative Society Shop at the top of Station Road, Rainham as it would have been in 1924, Kemp Brothers
built the shop in the carly 1900s for the newly formed Society. The canopy to allow elaborate outside displays of
produce was added later but suffered badly in the terrible whirlwind, described by David Wood on page 8, and was
subsequently demolished. In the 1960s the store was converted to a small supermarket and closed when the Co-op
moved across the road and traded from 1979 - 1997 in their new large store (now Wilko) part of Rainham
Shopping Centre. This building still stands converted to Llovds and a Betting Shop downstairs with flats above.

lorna elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

‘Clean for The Queen’ has a certain ring to it. [f you
have not heard of this new slogan it is an initiative
started by “Keep Britain Tidy" and "Country Life
Magazine’ to tidy some of the disgusting “Grot Spot’
areas of dumped rubbish that threaten to overwhelm us
in time for the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations and
encourage local groups all over the country to take
responsibility for their area and clean up the litter. The
weekend selected for a mass clean up is March 4th to
6th but even if you have missed this it is not too late to
get out with your litter picker and do your bit for the
massive clean up. Regular readers will know that I
periodically have a moan about the amount of litter |
pick up walking our narrow country lane to M2
Farthing Corner Services - our local Newsagents. [t
has not improved! So much is just mindless littering.
Why, 1 wonder. if you have gone to the effort of tying
10 or s0 empty cans in a carrier bag can you not take
them home and put them in your own rubbish sack (or
better still your recycling) instead of chucking them
from the car into the hedgerow for me to pick up?
Rarely do you actually catch anyvone in the act and
even if you do getting a number plate and
subsequently being able to prove what occurred is
highly unlikely. I once collected a name and address
from dumped rubbish only to be told by the local
Council Contact Centre that because I had picked it up
and not the Council Officers nothing could be done
about it. So all we can do is tidy up after the unsocial
characters who have little regard for the environment.
If everyone who does care about where they live spent
half an hour a week picking up the bottles, cans, crisp
packets, cigarette cartons etc perhaps the message
would get through and less litter would be dropped -
but maybe not. Anyway | will continue with my
personal mission. I can always collect at least one
carrier bag full of discarded rubbish during my half
mile walk and sometimes three or four bags - more
than I can sensibly carry.

The weather seems all over the place at the moment,
to date we have not really had a winter at all and
certainly the spring flowers are totally confused. So
many daffodils are already in bloom that even though
Easter is early this year there may not be many left in
flower for the traditional displays. At least we have a
respite from the continual rain and the garden is
beginning to dry out. The days are noticeably longer,

the sun is shining and winter has almost gone 50 we
have much to be cheerful about and enjoy in life. Do
make the most ol the good days, get out and savour

the warm spring air. Until we are with you in April

Izs a very happy Faster and a wonderful month.

orrespondence

THE MULBERRYTREE

Dear Editor

I was interested to see the photo of The Mulberrytree
on the front cover of the Jan/Feb edition of Action
Forum. Readers may be interested in the names of the

people shown in the photo. The list was made by a late

uncle, so | have no way of confirming the accuracy of
any except my great grandfather and his grandson.
Left to Right 1 Tom Mannering, 2 Ted Ledger, 3 Jim
Morrison, 4 Jim Jackman (Tiger). 5 Jim Brown,
6 Walter King, 7 Walter Pearce, 8 Fred Bartlett
9 Unknown, 10 James Norwood - licensee
11 James Thorlby - licensee’s grandson
12 Tim (dog) (the dog on the right?!)
A clue to the likely date of the photo is that there
is only one entry on the Freebmd website for a James
Thorlby born in Medway district - at Hoo in 1903,
Assuming this refers to the same person, the photo
would have been taken rather later than 1905, For the
eagle-eyed, a correction to note in my account ol
Sharps Green Mission: the two references (o
Mulberrytree Cottages should in fact read
Mulberrytree Place cottages. The actual Mulberrytree
Cottages, about 20 vards from the pub, were also
home to relatives, but not those I mentioned. There
were only a few houses in the hamlet, but most of
them had some family connection!

Ron Norwood

MEMORIES OF WORLD WAR [I
Dear Editor
Reference the interesting article by Richard Church
{October Action Forum) Memories of World War [1 -
The verdict at the time on the Messerschmidt 109 in
Hartlip churchyard, he refers to, it was not shot down
but ran out of fuel so crash landed. This was
frequently the case with the Messerschmidt 109 and
110. After arriving from Europe they had about 20
minutes fuel for combat before they had to return the
way they had come. It was a big worry for Luftwallc
pilots they would not have enough fuel to cross the
Channel and would have to ditch.
My father delivering grocery orders for Rainham
Co-ops customers in Hartlip walked through the
churchyard next day for a close-up look. A surprise
was the plane had only knocked down or damaged two
or three headstones. Even more surprising was the
tyres on the wheels and the cockpit lighting and bulbs
were all made by well known British companics
Yours sincerely Alan Major
41Heaton Road, Canterbury, CT1 3PY 01227 459246
PS 1 saw the Dornier that crashed on Gore Bank and
had a door from it, but that's another story. ...

COACH OUTINGS

Dear Editor
When [ saw your front cover of the November 2015
edition it reminded me of before the war when [ lived
in Garlinge. Margate.

During the summer, after tea it was our Sunday
evening entertainment all the family, dressed in our
*Sunday Best™ to walk down through Westbrook to
Margate sea front. We always walked on the pavement
(Best Shoes!) never down on the sands.

One of the big stores had issued a range of satin
blouses. very popular. How I envied the lucky holiday
ladies who passed us wearing a PINK blouse — well |
was about eight or nine at the time.

I was told that char-a-banc drivers liked to be leaving
the town by 6 o’clock before the pubs opened
otherwise some unfortunate person would have to go
and round up the stragglers who had stopped to have a
drink. On the way home I may have waved to those
very coaches pictured.

Yours sincerely
D Southern
GILLIAN'S CHARITY OPEN GARDEN 2015

Dear Editor

[ would like to say a big “thank you’ to everyone who
supported my first charity open garden and art
exhibition in aid of British Heart Foundation, Cancer
Research and Macmillan Nurses.

We were able to donate £500 to each charity 3 times
the amount | had expected, amazing! Special thanks to
"Captain Flood" who bravely volunteered to have his
chest hair waxed. this boosted donations by £600!
Thanks also go to all the bakers who donated some
wonderful cakes and pastries and to all raffle prize and
cutting donations which kept me well supplied for the
9 Open Day Sundays in July and August. On behalf of
the 3 Charities, lots of love and thanks to all my fellow
Medway health walkers, artists, Mahjongers and
friends from Tai Chi who visited.

Yours sincerely
Gillian Entwistle
gillianentwistle@virginmedia.com
BRAIN TUMOUR CHARITY
I wish to thank the supporters in Rainham and
Gillingham for support over 8 years. The total
collected during this period for the charity has reached
£10,000 in support of Robert O'Dowd. T am carrying
on fund raising and this year there are two events.

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
_ Energy efficient ‘A rated uPVC windows & doors
1. X Misted units replaced
| Which?
Family run independent company T

| --....\....a.,_."
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 o 07973 860369

air Trader

April 23rd - A Quiz at Twydall Church Hall 7.30 to
10.30 pm Ticket £5. and September 17th Autumn
Songs with Kingfisher Singers at St Margaret's Parish
Church, High Street, Rainham 7.30 to 10.30pm
Ticket £7.50 Refreshments and Program Raffle.
Please contact Olwen O'Dowd 01634 263622 for a
table at the Quiz or Tickets for the concert.
COMMUNITY CHEST PROJECT
The Rotary Club of Medway invites applications from
local charities, groups, projects ete to bid for sums of
money up to the value of £250. To apply download a
Community Chest application form from the website
www.medwayrotary.org.uk - printed copy available
from Mike Williams 01634 253598,
Applicants should be non-profit making (If possible a
registered charity, or attached or associated to one)
and have a bank account in the name of the group.
The request must be for a specific thing/s they need
such as equipment or trips. It cannot be an addition to
a larger fund, but must be for a specific item.
Minimum £50, maximum £250 per grant
Closing date for completed forms 24th March 2016
email to info@medwayrotary.org.uk
Successful applications will be invited to send a
representative to the Rotary Evening meeting on the
17th May 2016, to receive the award

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:

Rainham

Ten Acre Way Estate,

Otterham Quay Lane, Bramley C1 & Blackthorne Rd
Pembury Close & Penshurst Close

Henry Street. old part Wakeley Road, Scott Avenue
Hempstead

Wildwood, Black Rock, Stalham, Coppice Court

If you can help we would be very pleased to hear from
vou on 01634 310011 (please say it is Action Forum
you are calling about) or email afiwthenet.uk.net

. MOTS Q suwl:ns 47 DIAGNOSTICS
& vmes - REPARS  CE ARCON
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Take'Care

Home Help Service
At Home Out & About
* Housework * Visiting the shops
* Respite sitting ~ ® Supportfo

= Well-being visits appointments wnr::c:c:ryll Us on
« Gordening/ « Companionship A ’
i for outings 01634 316821
andyman T www.takecareltd.couk
w sent the very person needed. Assistants CRB checked,

insured & referenced

| Carol. she could have been familly
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Diary 2016

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
affeothenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: March 22nd 2016

March 1st - 31st - Art Exhibition, Paintings by Local
Artists Clive Bass, John Gilson & Ron Wiseman on
show & For Sale Rainham Library, Birling Avenue

March 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, Meet
Stephen Manning 07551 712438 London Capital Ring
Walk stage 2 for a 9 mile walk starting at Friars Lane,
Richmond via Osterley Lock, finish at Greenford. Ring
for details, No dogs

March 6th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Steve Giddings 07720 628511 Grove Ferry Picnic
Area car park (fee £2) GR 236631 C'13 4BP fora 3
mile circular walk via Stodmarsh and part of Stour
Valley Way and Grove Nature Reserve. Very flat, could
be muddy. No dogs

March 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Jim,
Jjimbush46@ btinternet.com Chilham car park at the
bottom of the hill. TRO67536 C'T4 8BZ tor a 10 mile
moderate walk to North Downs Way, Godmersham
Park, back on the other side of the valley. Moderate
walk with some hills. Bring picnic lunch for midway
break. pub at end.

March 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Bervl, bmhosegoodf live.co.uk East Malling Railway
Station Car Park. TQ703569 ME19 6A) fora 5 mile
leisurely largely flat walk through orchards and
woodland with some fine views ol The North Downs.
Refreshments and meals available at the King and
Queen pub or West Malling village.

March 7th - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 - 4.00pm.
Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Cenire, Granary

Close, Members Meeting. Visitors welcome for small
entry charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 lor details.

March 8th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Workshop Evening,
Practical advice about growing fuchsias and
pelargoniums. Members £1, Non members £1.50 All
Welcome, details ring 01634 852519

March 8th - Friends of Medway Archives, 7.30pm at
Frindsbury Parish Hall, Church Green, talk by Odette

Buchanan *Strood’s Industrial Heritage.” Tickets £5
(£3 FOMA Members) includes light refreshments.

March 8th - Rainbow Whist Drive, Bredhurst Village
Hall Hurstwood Road, 7.30pm A partner is not needed
and all whist players are welcome. Details 01634
610364

March 9th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, Hempstead
Village Hall, 8.00pm. Fund raising, for details contact
Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

March 10th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, The Royal Voluntary
Service, Caroline Carter, for over 50s ring 01634
234712 for details.

March 10th - Hempstead Leisure Club, “Make or Bake
Sale” Tea and chat. Village Hall, Behind the Church,
2.00 - 4.00pm. New members always welcome phone
01634 366907

March 10.11.12.17.18.19 - Hayfever by Noel Coward,
Oast House Theatre, Rainham Curtain up at 8.00pm.
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

March 11th — Rainham Bercavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us fora
cuppa and chat, ring Tulic 01634 364309,

March 11th — UpARA, Monthly Mectings, Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome, details email Chairman David
Powell davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses
Beginners: May 24th & June 7th
Improvers: May 26th & June 9th

Continuing in August and September

Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

Happy Hounds
Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certlicates.
Service, repair and
mistallation ol gas central
heating, botlers, lires, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
- TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
+ PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
- FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a’l-roofing-services co.uk
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March 11th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, 7.15pm, Byron Road School, The Huguenaots -
Huguenot Museum, For full details please contact Ron
Baker 01634 854982,

March 12th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £10,
carolef@cdadswell.freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

March 12th - Rainham South Councillors surgery,
Parkwood Youth Centre, 10.00am - 12 noon, no
appointment necessary

March 12th - Songs of Celebration Kent Chamber Choir,
7.30pm, St. Mary the Virgin, Upchurch Alan Vincent
conductor, Geoffrey Lester - organ, Tickets £10 (£5
children and full-time students) at the door or Helen
Osborne 01634 361508 lLoshorne394 (@ btinternet.com

March 12th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham
7.30 — 10.00pm, new and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner, 366189 or 388546

March 13th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Brian Gevaux 01634 235883 Marine Parade,
Barton Point, Coastal Park, Sheerness GR 940747
ME12 2BX for a 4 mile walk via The Lees and Minster,
mainly flat but uphill to ¢liffs and downhill to Minster.
Fields paths and unmade roads, No dogs

March 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Frank/Mim, Headcorn Church, park considerately
around village, in public car park or in lane leading to
village hall. TQ833442 TN27 9NH fora 7.5 mile
leisurely circular walk through pleasant countryside.
Bring picnic lunch for midway. Pub and cafe at end.

March 14th - Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mondays,
2.00 — 4.30pm, St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone
Road, Chatham, new members welcome, 01634 230300

March 14th — Rainham Flower Club, second Monday
cach month 7.30pm, St Matthews Community Centre,
Wigmore MES ONX Demonstration by Jacqui Arnold
“The Three R’s” For details ring 01634 864572 or see
www rainhamflowerclub.co.uk Visitors welcome.

March 14th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham meets 2nd Monday
evening each month to help those still in employment
who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat,
ring Julie 01634 364309.

March 14th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, Organist - Chris
Powell details ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

March 15th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -
9.45pm £3.50. The Plight of the Bumblebee — Dr Nikki
Gammans. Walks www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway

March 15th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
*St Patrick’s Day” - an inverted crescent arrangement,
New members welcome, first visit free, no experience
needed, for details contact Kaye Buss 01634 232998 or
email kayebuss@btinternet.com

March 16th — Upchurch Darby & Joan Club Easter Fair,
10.00am — 12noon, Upchurch Village Hall. Home made
Cake , Easter Egg Raffle, Raftle, Craft Stall, Easter
Cake Raftle, Refreshments reasonable prices and more.
Plenty of I'ree Parking. We do not rent table space.

March 16th - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2.00pm, Howard
Hall, Woodside, cheerful group of ladies would love
you to join us. Just come along or call 01634 388912

March 16th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Sue Shaw *In the Footsteps of Paddington Bear’
Spring Show - Judge G. Chilmaid, New Members
Welcome, Ring 01634 233554 for more details

March 16th — RainARA, 442 Club, Featherby Road, Talk
on ‘Henry the Eighth’ by Tony Harris, Members only,
Details kentsofkent@tiscali.co.uk or 01634 373596

March 17th - Hempstead Leisure Club, 40 years without
a proper job" Speaker Chris Hare (see 10th March)

March 17th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Britain on Foot,
Tony Mitchell, (see 10th March)

March 18th - UpARA, Walk, Village Hall, 10.00am, all
welcome (see 11th March)

March [8th - Hempstara Whist Afiernoon, 1.30pm, Scout
Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead, all abilities
welcome, Partner not required, Eunice 01634 231664

March 18th — Jazz Gig, Derek Nash Experience,
Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland Avenue, 8.30pm,
£10, Details 01634 365352 or 07544 312743

March 18th — Medway Geographical Society, Byron Road
Primary School, ME7 5XX 7.30 — 9.00pm, *A Career in
Island Hopping™ — Alan Mills, All welcome come on
the evening or ring Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

March 19th - Charity Coffee Morning / Cake Sale in aid
of Marie Curie and 20th Gillingham (Hempstead) Air
Scout Group, 10.00am — 1.00pm, Scout HQ, Dukes
Meadow Drive, Hempstead, All Invited, Free Entry,
Donations of cakes welcome.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
Extra TV / SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances %c

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

//u/m/B@Wnﬁm

Up Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

ituated in a quiet rural location in an area

of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

[for cats only,

4 completely new cattery, fully compliant

fwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.
Contact: MNichola

Telephone: 01634 235032

Email: info@whiskerslodge.cor
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com)|
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CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

. Accounts
4 Bloors Lane. Rainham. 5 i
Kent MER YEG Lk TR
Tel: 01634 3 +  Book-keeping
)
Fax: 11634 ?I 18 Payroll
Audit

E Mail: admina jadaccountants.co.uk

ww jadaccountants.co.uk *  Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com o
All work guaranteed, Genuing OAP Discounts  — ===

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Fstablished over 30 vears we offer an efficient and personal service
ter all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road. Rainham MER TRU

www.salter-mclean.co.uk

Neil’s on Wheels
Mobile Caravan & Motorhome Services
Touring Caravan & Motorhome Habitation Checks
Internal & External Repairs Undertaken
Based in Newington — Serving the Southeast
Fully Insured ACOPS Gas Reaqistered
C&G LV & ELV Electrical  Alde Service Engineer
Contact Neil on 07917 680814 or 01795 844223

Or email: neilonwheels2014@hotmail.com

Find us on Facebook: neilsonwheels2014

PAINTING AND DECORATING

? CONNER QUICK %‘

07985242007 &
www.cqdecorating.vpweb.co.uk
Email — Connerquickpaintingservice@gmail.com
FREE — Quotation no Obligation

GREG SB

BRYANT
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

‘IBC Al RA‘EE'ESE:‘? I\T:lsnc

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 15 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Body Treatments Reflexclogy — Bridal
Mew Geleration Manicure & Pedicure Massage
Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL lashes
Lash Extensions — Manthly Special Offers

Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvcC
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guitering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE 1!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

SONGS OF CELEBRATION Kent Chamber Choir
St. Mary the Virgin, Upchurch

Saturday March 12th, 7.30pm

Alan Vincent — conductor Geoffrey Lester - organ
Music includes works by Mendelssohn, Bruckner,
Byrd and Finzi in the first half. After the interval,
there’s music to celebrate 400th anniversary of
Shakespeare’s death, with settings to the Bard’s
songs by Vaughn Williams and George Shearing.
The entertainment concludes on a modern note with
arrangements of songs by Lennon and McCartney.
Tickets £10 (£5 children and full-time students)
Available at door or in advance from lelen Osborne
01634 361508 email f.osborne394@btinternet.com
or Rebecca Moate 07715 399320

EASTER FAIR
Upchurch Darby & Joan Club
Wednesday 16th March,10.00am — 12noon,
Upchurch Village Hall.
Home made Cake Stall, Easter Egg Raffle,
Big Raffle, Craft Stall, Easter Cake Raffle,
Refreshments. Plenty of Free Parking.
We do not rent table space.

JAZZ GIG Anchorians Rugby Club,
Darland Avenue, Gillingham.
Friday 18th March, 8.30pm
Derek Nash Experience featuring:-
Derek Nash Saxes - Leader of saxophone section of
Jools Holland Rhythm and Blues Orchestra.
Noel McCalla vocals Singer with the Morrison/
Mullen tribute band plus ten years with Manfred
Mann band. Chris Storr trumpet and Dave Swift
bass with Jools Holland Rhythm and Blues. Graham
Harvey pianist with famous singer Stacey Kent
Nic France drums an outstanding man on the sticks
who has played with jazz and rock greats including
Loose Tubes, lan Carr’s Nucleus, & David Gilmour
Entry £10 Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

.. Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightelubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre frips - seaports

QCR CAR REPAIRS
Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's / *"‘
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 VisA.
www.qcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MEB 8BJ (Just off Station Re)

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633
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Rainham 07792 244 315

CHARITY COFFEE MORNING / CAKE SALE
In aid of Marie Curie and

20th Gillingham (Hempstead) Air Scout Group
Saturday 19th March, 10.00am — 1.00pm

Scout HQ, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead
Help us change lives with a cup of tea and

a slice of cake! All Invited. Free Entry
Donations of cakes welcome.

GRAND CHARITY SPRING BAZAAR
Saturday 19th March, 10.30am - 12.30pm

St. Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore

Many well-known charities and dozens of local
craftspeople will be selling gifts & handmade wares
at low prices! Delicious homemade refreshments
available, Entrance 20p (all proceeds to charity).

REQUIEM by Gabriel Fauré

Upchurch Choral Society

Good Friday 25th March, 7.00pm

St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch.

Conductor: Helen Osborne, Organist: Janet Stone
Admission free. Collection for the Wisdom Hospice

WORKING WITH DANNY LA RUE
A talk and costume exhibition
Qasthouse Theatre, Rainham

Friday 1st April, 8.00pm.

Annie Galbraith worked with Danny La Rue for over
20 years. She toured with him and she will be
sharing stories about her time working with one of
Britain’s best loved entertainers. Also see a selection
of Danny’s costumes, wigs and memorabilia.

An evening not to be missed!

Tickets £12 from Box Office 0844 8793224

BARNARDO'S CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 2nd April, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Twydall Church Hall, Twydall, Gillingham
Tickets £5 each, tables of 6-8, Book in advance
Bring your own drinks and nibbles. free tea coffee
and biscuits available. Plenty of free parking
Phone 01634 233405 or 01634 3754806
HANDEL’S MESSIAH A Dramatised version
performed by The Merry Opera Company
Saint Mary Magdalene Church, Gillingham Green
Saturday 2nd April, 7.00pm
Advanced tickets: Adults £8 concessions £6
From Mrs Rita McIntosh 01634 851965
Tickets at the door on the night £10

ASTER
LARMS

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTAELISHED OVER 40 YEARS =y
Alarms - CCTV - Access Control GoLo
Locks and Safes

www.masteralarms.com / mail@masteralarms com  Fair Trader
Telephone: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JANUARY / FEBRUARY
Seasalter, to the west of Whitstable, is one of those
places that I return to time and time again. It is a place
of mudflats, shingle beach, sea wall, grazing marshes
and wide open sky. Summer memories are of sailing
dinghies, picnics on the beach, ice cream at Walden’s
shop, the cries of redshank and oyster catcher, blue
skies and yellow horned poppies. Winter memories are
of dog walkers, bait diggers. locked-up beach huts,
waders in spectacular massed flight, skeins of brent
eeese and cold easterly winds. Seasalter is approached
via Faversham, Goodnestone and Graveney. After
Denley Hill Farm, the Graveney Marshes and the
distant sea wall come into view. On the landward side
of the wall are the former coast guard cottages and a
few other isolated buildings. It was on a cold but
sunny January day that [ visited Seasalter. I took some
steps up the sea wall near Seasalter Sailing Club. On
this occasion the tide was in. A small flock of brent
geese were riding up and down in the choppy sea,
waiting for the tide to go out when they could feed on
eel grass. A few turnstones were running up and down
the tide line looking for sand hoppers and small
molluscs among the seaweed and flotsam.

Turnstones are relatively tame and can often be seen at
Whitstable Harbour where they rummage among
cockle shells that have just been processed and
discarded. Whitstable is of course synonymous with
oysters and oyster catchers are common sight in
Whitstable Bay. The large black and white waders
have powerful bills. They typically open oysters, as
well as cockles, by stabbing the muscle that holds the
two shells of the molluscs together.

The landward view from the sea wall is of the marshes
of the Sealsalter Levels. They are divided into fields
delineated by drainage ditches lined with common
reed. 1 could see a flock of lapwing wheeling above
the Levels. Salt was once produced on what were then
saltings, by means of evaporation of sea water.
However, in the early 14th century, the monks at
Christchurch Priory at Canterbury built the first sea
walls and reclaimed the saltings for the grazing of
livestock. The Levels are still grazed by cattle and

sheep and are a breeding ground for skylark, meadow
pipit, reed warbler, yellow wagtail, redshank and
lapwing. During the winter months Walden’s shop is
open for just three hours a day. Through the windows
I spotted beach balls and buckets and spades, among
other seaside necessities, for which there would be
little demand, however, until the summer months.

The chalet next to the shop displayed a notice that
Poppet’s Cafe and Tea Room had had a successful
first year and that it would be reopening at the
beginning of March 2016. That was good news.

I commenced my walk along the sea wall in the
direction of Faversham. The Kent Wildlife Trust’s
South Swale Nature Reserve begins just beyond the
beach huts near to The Old Sportsman Public House
and Restaurant. There is a long stretch of well-
established shingle on which grow various species of
lichens and stonecrops, as well as larger plants that
can withstand the salty atmosphere. | came across
clumps of sea beet which is a large straggly perennial
and is a close relative of certain cultivated beets. Still
in flower were a number of sea mayweeds, which are
members of the daisy family. | noted dead yellow
horned poppies and carline thistles, the latter of which
have yellow bracts in the form of rays and which are
used in dead flower arrangements. Blowing about in
the wind were the bleached skeletons of sea holly
plants. The sceds of dead flowers on the shingle attract
snow buntings in the winter but [ saw none. [ did
however disturb a flock of linnets. I try not to disrupt
feeding birds, especially in the winter, but they took
me by surprise.

In due course 1 came to Castle Coote, which is an area
of salt marsh, on the seaward edge of which is a semi-
circular cockle bank. Hundreds of redshank and dunlin
were huddled down out of the wind, waiting for the
tide to go out. Ringed plovers and oyster catchers nest
on the shingle in the spring and Kent Wildlife Trust
discourages people from straying into the area.
Unfortunately, the greatest disturbance comes from
predators. Eggs and young birds can be lost to foxes,
gulls and carrion crows. In the middle of the Swale
were Horse Sands, onto which, in summer, common
seals haul themselves. On the opposite bank of the
Swale, were Harty Ferry Inn and Harty Parish Church.

TAURUS LOCKS

MEDWAY 24 HOUR

Boarding

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work
IAll Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
[Rainham Based
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts
o call today for a great deal, peace of
ind and security

hone Brian 01634 351244
obile: 07775 423744

PLUMBING

L eaks—Bursts—Ball Valves|
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE All Work Guaranteed

Fully Insured

Fair Trader 04634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Cattery

Gp LS
Owner FABtrained £ [) | U™
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment anly please
www.catnapbredhurst. co,uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bradhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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Looking inland, over the Graveney Marshes, I spotted
two marsh harriers, soaring lazily in the sky. The
harriers feed on small mammals and birds and various
small reptiles and amphibians. They nest in the reed
beds of the watercourses of the marshes. In the
distance was the delicate spire of Faversham Parish
Church. It was soon time to turn round and head back
towards The Old Sportsman, where some patrons were
doubtless enjoying beef or lamb raised on the
Seasalter Levels. Hungry as | was, [ had to wait until |
arrived back at home before [ could enjoy my own
Sunday lunch.

Joe Ennis
THE RAINHAM WHIRLWIND of 1924
Many present day Rainham residents will remember
the great hurricane of 1987 that caused considerable
damage but few will remember the whirlwind that
struck in 1924,
According to the East Kent Gazette of March 8th 1924
black clouds and an eerie semi darkness covered the
late afternoon sky on Friday March 1st followed by a
powerful spinning whirlwind that struck the top end of
Station Road with terrific force.
The whirlwind destroyed both chimney stacks on
Ramsey House and on Mrs Kitney’s house almost
opposite Longley Road. Debris loudly crashed onto
the road and pavement while bricks were hurled
through the air and smashed windows and landed on
the roofs of other houses nearby. A house owned by
Mrs Kitchingham had its roof lifted and a chimney pot
blew off and went through a greenhouse while another
house belonging to Mrs Clark also had the chimney
stacks destroyed. Mrs Clark’s parents who were in the
house were left terrified by the violent commotion.
As Mr Shepherd of 38 Station Road stood at his front
gate he was sucked into the air, hurled across the road
and thrown down by the force of the whirlwind. He
only suffered a cut wrist but others were not so lucky
like Donald Ede who worked for grocer George
Quinnell. While driving a horse and cart packed with
groceries down the top end of Station Road the
terrifying force of the whirlwind caused the horse to
bolt and crash the cart into a lamp post. The cart
turned over, the shafts were snapped and groceries
were strewn across the road and ruined in the heavy
rain while Donald Ede was thrown onto the road and
needed medical attention.
Rainham vicar Reverend Ball luckily escaped serious

injury by taking shelter in a doorway just as chimney
stacks from houses crashed down on the pavement a
few feet away but he did not get struck and remained
uninjured.

The Salvation Army Hall in Station Road had one side
blown off its foundation by the force of the whirlwind.

Mr Russell who was inside with his wife looked out of
the window when the upper part was blown in and the
glass hit him in the face causing minor injury. The hall
got so severely damaged that services had to be held in
Rainham Church Hall for several weeks.

Just below the Salvation Army Hall the whirlwind
demolished thirty yards of brick wall, lified a chicken
house in the air and deposited it in Parsonage

Meadow. In Longley Road a row of houses had
windows smashed and flames belched from chimney
pots as the wind blew flames from fires in the houses
up the chimneys causing the soot to ignite which lit up
the semi darkness of the late afternoon sky.
Meanwhile, because of torrential rain people sheltered
under the veranda of the Co-Operative Stores at the
top end of Station Road. The force of the whirlwind
lifted the roof of the building from its supports which
caused panic amongst people sheltering underneath
but nobody got injured.

As the whirlwind rapidly spun across central Rainham
slates were blown off roofs in Ivy Street and
outbuildings behind had roofs removed while farther
along at Moor Street Mr and Mrs Castle’s house got so
badly damaged that they had to vacate the premises
and sleep at Westmoor Farmhouse for the night.

At Westmoor Farm outbuildings were damaged while
a large bough from an elm tree crashed onto the roof
of the fruit store and completely wrecked the building
incurring £100 worth of damage.

After the whirlwind had moved away Mr Stinton and a

- gang of helpers cleared up the mess in Station Road

while lots of residents flocked to the area to view the
devastation. Glaziers and slaters arrived the next day
to repair damaged houses after the only known
whirlwind to hit Rainham in living memory.
David Wood.
ART EXHIBITION
Paintings by Local Artists
Clive Bass, John Gilson & Ron Wiseman
will be on show & For sale in
Rainham Library, Birling Avenue
between Ist & 31st March 2016

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

+ STUMP GRINDING L]ND
« PLANTING SA

« MULCH
« FIREWOOQD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER i
For all your Plumbing Services \P
HELP is on its way
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
safe POWER FLUSHING
" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Fte.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey ip prs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 07802 608 222
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

12 WEEK BELLY BUSTER
PROGRAMME
Lose Inches NO Calorie Counting
NO Scales NO Humiliating Weigh Ins
COMBINATION OF NUTRITIONAL ADVICE
+ FUN EXERCISE

Also PILATES
Maon - St Pauls Church, Parkwood @ 1.45
Tues - Newington Village Hall 10.30
Tues - 5t Justus Church, Roch 12.30
Tues- Scout Hut, Hempstead 2.00
Queries Janet
01843 316093 /07731 455536
janet.job@hotmail.co.uk B

DAVID WHITE W

BOILERCARE ‘
* Member of Gas Safety Register |
« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Se
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Don't open o
Have condensa

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY « DECORATING » PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance. freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING * GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors &windows
filled and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

101634 789025 /0
|  www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

’7 ...... 4;7 ]
PTEE

WE'VE GOT IT!
If your |
Contempo
orcelain -
Mosaic - Stone

look no further!

it Service

Contact us on 016 0
for more information and of ening h

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

= Local Family Business

« Personal service in the
comfort of your home

+ Free demonstrations

« After sales service

7950 761061 |

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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March 19th - Grand Charity Spring Bazaar, 10.30am -
12.30pm, St. Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore,
MER ONX, entrance 20p,

March 19th - Charity Quiz, 7.30pm in aid of Bloodwise

(Leukaemia/Lymphoma) Parkwood Community Centre,

Tickets £5 Teams of 6 Ring Dot 01634 864642 to book

March 20th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am mect
Geoff 07525 161766, geofl.ramblerf@me.com
Doddington TQ935572 ME9 0BG for a 7 mile leisurely
walk. Pub at end with lunches - need to book.

March 20th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet David Brown 07815 106791 Faversham car park
off' Leslic Smith Drive (pay & display) for a 6.5 mile
circular walk from Faversham to Graveney. Flat with
road, field and grass sections plus hard standing and
riverside areas, 4 stiles, muddy il wet. No dogs

March 22nd — UpARA Coffee Morning, Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2. New
Members Welcome, (see 11th March)

March 22nd - Lower Halstow Gardening Club, 7.30pm,
Memorial Hall, School Lane ME9 7ES. Sue Shaw Talk
'In the Footsteps of Paddington Bear. Find out why
Peru is such a special place for animals, plants and
adventures.' Visitors £1.50 - do join us.

March 22nd - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 8th March)

March 23rd — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, The
Humorous side of Being an Actor: John Fryer, (9th Mar

March 23rd — UpARA Outing, KentARA Quiz, Ditton,
2.00pm, (see I 1th March)

March 24th— Wigmore Thursday Club, Entertainment
from Newington Concert Party, (see 10th March)

March 24th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Return of our
friend speaker Rita Woodward (see 10th March)

March 25th — Requiem - Gabriel Fauré, Upchurch Choral
Society, 7.00pm, St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch.
Conductor Helen Osborne, Organist Janet Stone , Free,
Retiring collection for Wisdom Hospice

March 25th & 26th - Free Easter Workshops Hempstead

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
Professional Reliable Service
HPR Hebditch
iPropeﬂy
Renovations Lic

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk
53 Woodside, Wigmore

Fair Trader

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New sys-
tems. Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250
www. loveyourboiler.co.uk

Valley near Pandora, 11.00am -~ 1.00pm & 2 - 4.00pm,
Makendoo art and craft, make Easter themed masks and
hats, no need to book, supervision required at all times.

March 26th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 12th March)

March 27th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Jim
Jimbushd6@btinternet.com Barham near the shops
TR206498 CT4 6QH for a 14 mile walk, uphill to
Elham Valley Way. After lunch return on the other side
of the valley, Moderate walk with uphill sections. Bring
picnic lunch for midway break, pub at end.

March 27th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Gill Smith 01622 710569 07999 858981
Sevenoaks Suffolk Way, Buckhurst 2 car park GR
533547 TN13 1LW for a 5 mile undulating Faster Day
walk through Knole Park and Godden Green, woodland
and fields using roads, hilly with 6 stiles. No dogs

March 28th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 14th March)

March 30th - Gillingham Horticultural Seciety, 7.15pm,
United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Speaker
- Darren Everest, *Sowing, Growing and Showing
Sweet Peas’. Members £2, non members £3 includes
refreshments, details Janet 01634 852519

March 31st - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
games, tea and chat (see 10th March)

March 31st— Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew's
Community Centre, Bingo, (see 10th March)

March 31st - Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, all welcome, more details from Sylvia
Wildridge 01634 312038.

April Ist - UpARA, Village Walk, 10.00am from Village
Hall, New Members Welcome (see 11th March)

April Ist - Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham, *Working with
Danny La Rue” Annie Galbraith, A talk and costume
exhibition, 8.00pm. Tickets £12 from 0844 8793224 or
on-line www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

April 2nd - Handel’s Messiah - A Dramatised version by
The Merry Opera Company, St Mary Magdalene
Church, Gillingham Green ME7 1SS, 7.00pm,
Advanced tickets Adults £8, cons £6 from Mrs Rita
Meclntosh 01634 851965, on the door £10, Free parking
at Saxon Way School

April 2nd - Barnardo's Charity Quiz Night, 7.30pm start,
Twydall Church Hall, Twydall. Tickets £5 each, tables
of 6-8 Book in advance, Bring your own drinks and
nibbles, free tea coffee and biscuits available, Plenty of
free parking, Phone 01634 233405 or 01634 375486

April 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Mo Fleisig 07976 600393, Newington High Street
car park (Free) GR 861649 ME9 7P for a 6 mile
circular walk towards Lower Halstow. Fairly (lat but
undulating using fields, tracks and lanes. No dogs

Rainham Community Orchard
Pea Sticks for Gardeners

We have a large quantity of 6 foot prunings. They may
be collected Saturday morning by appointment in
exchange for a donation to Kent Wildlife Trust.
Please email orchard@thenet.uk.net or call
Hamish on 01634 310011.




STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free gquotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NQ JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit

Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
. 01634 372411
~ ';?f,\ 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
: Domestic Installer

INSTRLLER |-

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

X Call for a free quote.

; Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

Andy Shepherd ggglgigR LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

TRUST Kitchens
M MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
P vt o] Bathrooms

Tel/lFax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.
Website: www.linwoodhe.com in

Telephone: 01634 230261 ome Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Est. 1982

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divoree,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
Contact us or pop in for a r_ompefitive guote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

LUK EHUURST

Come and Visit Us in Qur New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quaote ring
Mick Eardiey
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing. Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gales made to measure
Mowing weekily—fortnightly.

Odd Jobs and much more No job too small

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

Prompt and Reliable Service]
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April 4th — 10th - Free Spring Holiday Workshops at
Hempstead Valley outside Boots, 11.00am — 1.00pm
and 2.00 — 4.00pm, 4th and 5th - Hansel and Gretel’s
cupcake decorating, 6th - Gardening Fun decorate a pot
1o grow cress or a bean, 7th - 10th Makendoo art and
cralt, no need to book, supervision required at all times.

April 5th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Spring Show,
New members welcome, ring 366276 for details.

April 5th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 8th March)

April 5th - Medway & Swale (West) Association for
Breast Cancer, 7.00 — 9.00pm Medway Maritime
Hospital, Area 7 Level 2, Penny Auction raising funds
for our charity, details 01634 861802 or 07761 853750

April 5th - GHS Floral Art Group, "Laid Back™ —a
horizontal arrangement. (see 15th March)

April 7th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Speaker Caroline
Carter on RVS (see 10th March)

April 7th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Birthday Lunch and
entertainment from Harmony, (see 10th March)

April 8th — UpARA, Monthly Meeting, Upchurch Village
Hall, 2.00pm, AGM 3.30pm, Members Free, Guests £2.
New Members Welcome, (see 1 1th March)

April 8th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Memories of events etc. in the Medway
Towns, (see 11th March)

April 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group Meet
Stephen Manning 07551 712438 London Capital Ring
Walk stage 3, 9.5 miles from Greenford via South
Kenton, 1o Wembley Park, Ring for details, No dogs

April 9th - Craft Market, St Margaret's Millennium
Centre, (see 12th March)

April 9th - Spring Crafi Fair, St. Margaret's Church,
Lower Halstow, 2.00 - 4.00pm, first sale of the year,
wide selection of local crafts | old friends and new very
welcome, Refreshments available.

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

| -H

as featured in Kent Life magazine
cD cials

- Waxing s t i,

Elaine Wheeler vaR IR AR

Medway (01634) 379360

www.bodytalktherapies.co.uk &

Reflexology _ op Y
Advanced Qualified Therapist 4"(}.

April 9th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see [2th March)

April 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847 828249,
Lower Upnor car park near Arethusa Centre GR
762713 ME2 4XB for a 5.5 mile walk which starts with
a steep climb on the way to Hoo, returning along the
Saxon Shore Way, some road and hard standing
walking with field and woodland, no stiles. No dogs

April 10th - Pedal for a Purpose, Demelza Hospice,
10mile Family Route, 52 mile Classic Route or 103
mile Epic Route visit www.demelza,org.uk Ring 01795
845249 or email emma.austenf@demelza.org.uk

April 11th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 14th March)

April I 1th - Rainham Bereavement Evening Friendship
Group, (see 14th March)

April 11th — Rainham Flower Club. *Update your Skills®
part 1, (see 14th March)

April 11th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Organist - Michael Wooldridge, (see 14th March)

April 12th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, Growing
Pelargoniums — Ken Abel, (see 8th March)

April 13th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, American
Heiresses: Sheila Boyd, (see 9th March)

April 15th - UpARA, Village Walk, 10.00am from
Village Hall, New Members Welcome (see 1 1th March

April 15th - Quiz Night, Hands & Gillingham Volunteer
Centre, 7.30pm start, Holy Trinity Church Hall,
Twydall Lane, MES 6JU, Tickets £7 pp/up to six per
table, Sausage & Chips supper provided. bring own
drinks and nibbles, Comact Hands office 01634 577984

April 15th - Jazz Gig, The Greg Heath Sax Quartet, (see
| 8th March)

April 17th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Pearl Stevens 07724 602929 GR 862653 ME9
7JT for a 6 mile undulating walk with road, field and
grass sections together with hard standing tracks, 4
stiles, possibly muddy, No dogs

G BUILDING
MAINTENANCE

07931 864346
Painting & Decorating
Interior / Exterior
All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk




Small Ads

Price:
B

£2.30 per line per month
ds; £28.00 per monih
§.00 3 months paid in advance
See p2 for contact details & copy dates
LET ME DO IT. IRONING
undertaken by mature lady. Ring Gill
on 07634 365262 / 07849 208 1“!

LEARN YOGA WITH SYLVIA
Tmpmu balance, strength &
flexibility. In class or one to one
Gall 07391 162 657

TUITION in MATHS & ENGLISH
;Ib'\{llll home for 11+ preparation and
.1I1 ‘remedial work in Key Stage 2.
ighly qualified & experienced
teachér. Phone 01634 260784 afier
700pm for further information.
GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573
MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures 01634
GI3871 /07736 278509
CARPENTER. Established 35 vears
Call Andy 07950 802 370

RFTIRFI) PRIMARY TEACHER,
s experience, offers one2one help
|t_l children 7-11. Call 01634 360931,

BASIC DRESSMAKING TUITION
oneto one in your own home. From
cutting oui to constructing the garment.
For info. ring 01634 360929

MATURE HANDY MAN

Leaves cleared. patio or drives cleaned,
small painting projects, curtain poles
and blinds hung, flat packs assembled,
raies ncgnlmh]u available evenings
and weekends. Phone 01634235499 or
07725159764 ask for Alan.

Saxophone & Clarinet Lessons
John Berreen. LLCM, ISM
Medway Licensed Teacher.

Call 01634 234317,

PHIL TEE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Musie for all oecasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,

W.J Garden Care & Maintenance
For all parden care and landscaping
needs, Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencarefoutlook.com.
DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
ete. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,

Lawns mowed and general garden

maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High guality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 430 6996
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts, sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses, Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service, Free estimates.

Mo job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Moh 07812 3 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

RALPH’'S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs, Tel 01634 375481
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
*pairs, uperades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob (7775 79373

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vel appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR SPRING Slimming
World, Hempstead Infants School.
Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm. Call
370390 or 0774 226 1053.

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427
PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420,

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Learn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility&
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www.freed-om.co.uk
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very

reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766
JEREMY'S GUITAR TUITION.
All styles. 07811 687 433

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648
CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & I'ri
evenings, First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons, Graham 01634 2602581

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
erinding, Hedge Cutting, .'|1ud.~;,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a [irst class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 739404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of vour home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retumns,

Payroll. If'you have a problem

just give us a call. We come 1o you

and the first consultation is fice,

Phone Michael on 01634 816093,
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STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
(1634 376776 (Wigmore)

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 9460635
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™, Jim Lindsay 01634 375552
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Pwydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
RLleLmunl glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and vouth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years' experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member. 01634 365453

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modemised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
aceess and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please

contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting - Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH
By David Woaod. Over 300 pages & *U[J
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-2
Station Road, Rainham.

Old Photographs of Rainham available
as posteards at 40p each from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham. Prints
at AS, Ad and A3 also available from The
MNational Map Centre above the shop

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM
by Barbara Mackay Miller and
Rosemary Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old
photos, maps ete with extended
captions. Available in Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham.

NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO?
Feeling sad, low, depressed or suicidal?
Ring Samaritans 01634 730981

7 davs a week, 24 hours,

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
Square or Landscape shape

£28 per month
£78 for 3 months
Email af@thenet.uk.net
or call Hamish
on 01634 310011
9.00am—>5.00pm Monday to Friday

DAVID BISHOP & SON
GARDEN SERVICES

Garden services undertaken
Tree cutting and removal
Hedge trimming
Lawn cutting
Rubbish removal
Ring David on
07836585911

for a free quote

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RS Cuelifiad

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog 'I_'raining Club

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels
Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY
We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnlngs and Window Shutters

Fair Trader

01 634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation
MEDWAY 374028
Mobile: 07810 583 882

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, VHS plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authars.
We also stock local history books
All profits suppart St Margaret's Church
Donations are always welcome
Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MEB ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

Hallett’s Est. 1971

Plumbing & safe

Heating Chris Halfett
CENTRAL HEATING

REFPAIRS GUTTERING VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS. NEW ROCFS

ror e cetmaes e 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, -
fuse boards “g‘;f::—';.,
& full rewires wsraus -]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doars

Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:

01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

Sl EERER

comesT
WSTRLLER L

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

v |  FREE NO
’L'El‘;r'lmmm & HL%EEEE?}"TURF rsLp| OBLIGATION
s CURTAN £ DL D AN OIS QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials » Net Curtains » Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
call 01634 817807 for an appaintment or visit our showroom
Unit &, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG

M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtaing co uk, W: www.crystalcurtains co uk

G -] | 35t erin d

Skimming, Coving
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822

&

Mob: 07897 498189

Fair Trader

Free Surveys & Quotes

& 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directors

A private family owned and run business

« Home visits if preferred
« Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW

y:

* Private Chapels of Rest .

* Horse Drawn Hearse available
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