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A picture, taken in 1905, of The Mulberry Tree Inn on the Lower Rainham Road just before
the Yokosuka Way roundabout. According to the Kent History Forum The Mulberry Tree
beer house opened before 1872, and got its name from a Mulberry Tree that grew in the
garden. 1t was probably opened to serve men building forts in the area. Before the sea wall
was built on the nearby river bank the pub often flooded at spring tides. When it closed in
1973 it was the last beer house in the area. The Mulberry Tree was never licensed to sell
spirits it was an ale house only. See the letter on page 2 “Sharps Green Mission’.
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Editorial

Having just spent a few days in Cheshire [ begin to
realise how fortunate we are living in the south of
England. It was dark by 4.15pm and sunrise was not
until 8.38am and that at a location a mere three hour
train journey north. No wonder there is always much
protest from Scotland and the north of England when
permanent ‘summer time” throughout the UK is
promoted. But it is not only for the longer hours of
daylight we are blessed this year — the further from
l.ondon the train travelled the wetter the ground
became. Acres of farm land have become lakes, rivers
and streams are swollen to form wide meandering
ribbons across the fields and even the canals seem to
be almost up to the brink. And the rain keeps falling.
In some places sheep still grazed surrounded by
muddy lakes, but they appeared to be two tone
versions of the normal animal, dirty white fleeces on
their backs and muddy brown legs and tummies from
sitting down on the sodden earth. I normally enjoy
walking to the local town along a pleasant stream side
footpath. | am in Cheshire for my five weekly baby
sitting duty and it is the only way | can get the very
determined two year old to sleep by taking her out in
the pushchair - I am sure other grandparents amongst
you will recognise the problem! On this visit it was
impossible. we would have been wading through
inches deep mud so [ had to find different routes on
proper paved paths, not nearly as enjoyable a walk
with traffic roaring past.

The years roll by so quickly it does not seem possible
it is 2016 already — it only seems yesterday we were
all celebrating the turn of the century and the fact we
had not all been wiped out by the *millennium bug’.
But here we are and commemorating the hundred
years since that terrible year 1916. A war that had
begun eighteen months before with such optimism and
certainty that it would be short lived was bogged down
in awful trench warfare on the battleficlds of France. |
am sure we will regularly be marking the anniversaries
of those terrible battles and the horrific lose of life
throughout 2016. Very few are still alive who can
remember the First World War but many still have
strong memories of the second conflict which began
only twenty one years later, However they are now
well past retirement age and consequently the
committee of the local Evacuees Club have decide, as
have many other veteran organisations, to finish with a

flourish whilst the members could still enjoy the
proceedings hence the last meeting of FAMLE which
phoenixed from MERG (Medway Evacuees Reunion
Group) was held in November after a 16 year history.
(See page 3.) A sad but probably sensible decision.
For information of other clubs you can still join do
please read on, many are listed in our Diary and you
will be very welcome at any of the meetings. Until we
see you again at the beginning of March do have a
cood month — the rain has to stop sometime soon, still
at least it is not the white stuff!

Correspondence

SHARPS GREEN MISSION

Dear Editor

My father was born in Mulberrytree Cottages. and my
family lived in Grange Road near Ladds Corner, so we
know the area well, but typically, have no photos. All
I can offer is a few memories, as my two sisters and |
attended Sunday School at the Sharps Green Mission
in the early 1950's, as did quite a few children from
the vicinity of Ladds Corner - the Hewlett boys and
Bowman girls among them. At that time classes were
taken by Miss Lewis. a grey haired lady who was a
teacher at Woodlands Secondary School. We would
sach be given a sticker with a picture and Bible verse
referring to the subject of the morning's lesson.

My sister recalls that children's lessons were held in
the side room of the building, and that we went into
the chapel part for special events - on Mother's Day
we would receive a daffodil to take home. The chapel
had a carpet down the middle and an altar cloth
embroidered by Joan Stedman, the owner of Grange
Farm, who had connections with St Mary's
Gillingham, the mother church for the mission.

My sister also remembers going to a weekday club
there, run by Marie Perry. On one ocecasion, nobody
arrived with a key to unlock the building, so one of the
boys, probably Eric Hewlett, ran all the way to an
address near Plantation Road for the key, ran back.
then had to recover - flaked out from the effort.

My sisters and I walked home from Sunday School,
along the Lower Rainham Road then up Lower
Easteourt Lane by Mudge's Farm, with its cows in the
barns around the farmyard, now converted into
residences. At the entrance to the yard was a very
large (to my young eves) smooth stone with bowl
shaped hollows worn into it - the sort of object that
sticks in the memory, and that T just had to examine
each time we passed it.

On one Sunday morning, we reached Ladds Corner,
and were frightened to see what to us was a rampaging
bull in the road - and my eldest sister was wearing a
red coat! Until it was ushered away, we took refuge in
the front garden of the nearest house, which would
have afforded little protection, as the garden wall was
barely more than a foot high!

The Mission building was used by adults on some
evenings - my aunt Flo Burgess (of Mulberrytree

Cottages) went to whist drives there. along with others
from the Grange/Ladds Corner/Lower Twydall area.
In those days, Grange was a country hamlet between
the towns of Gillingham and Rainham. Many of the
residents were longstanding, and related to each other
by birth or marriage. The older folk regarded
themselves as living in Grange, aware of its links to
the river (it was once a Cinque Port), and felt quite
separate from the towns. The population was quite
small, so it was commendable that Twydall Mission
provided a service to the locality at a time when the
only other amenities were probably the Mulberrytree
and Hastings Arms at one end, and the Three Mariners
at the other.
After the destruction of the building the only remains
for some years was the low wall along the site beside
the lane to Sharps Green. The gap through which we
entered still had a metal arch over it, with a light
fitting at the apex. There is now no sign of the wall or
the arch beneath the undergrowth.

Yours sincerely

Ron Norwood
THE FINAL FAREWELL - WWII EVACUEES
Dear Editor,
On | 1th November the WWII Medway Evacuees club
held its last meeting in the St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, attended by special guest Councillor Barry
Kemp. the Mayor of Medway. Catering was provided
by Sunflower Catering and the entertainment by that
very excellent local vocalist Trevor Styles.
The club “Families and Associates of Medway
Evacuees (FAME)* was first formed in 2011, some
three months after its forerunner, “Medway Evacuces
Reunion Group (MERG)™, closed its doors. The latter
was established in 1999 and had a very successful run
of 11 years, thanks to a hard working committee, but
eventually a lack of volunteer committee members
made it impossible to continue. FAME established
itself with about 120 of the original members, under a
new name and with a new committee.
It was always considered that the age of members
would be a stumbling block in coming years. Hence,
it was hoped that widening the scope of membership,
by apening it up to family members and those people
interested in evacuation, would extend its life. For a
couple of years, partly thanks to Action Forum for
publishing a letter in May 2013 this happened.
However the age of the evacuee members has caught

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

_ Energy efficient 'A rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced

!
| / Family run independent company
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 . 07973 860369

Regiared Company

up with us and, with a dwindling membership. it was
considered by the committee to ‘go out with a flourish
rather than simply fade away with a whimper’. So, to
all those who supported FAME, to those “leading
lights” who established the first club in 1999 and to
the members of the committee, a big Thank You.
The motto of FAME was “Renewing old friendships
and building new ones, which is exactly what
happened during the past 16 years or so. That said,
the members bid you all a final farewell.
Bob Davis
l'itular Chairman FAME
INDIAN CHARITY
Dear Editor
Could we firstly thank Action Forum for the very
generous donation of £1000 to our charity, It was
most unexpected but very gratefully received, so
many, many thanks.
We would also like to thank all the readers who have
supported us over the last year by attending our quiz
night, open garden and coffee mornings. Also for the
many donations received of either money or goods,
which went for auction or to the boot fair. Also Sam
and his friends for raising sponsorship by competing
in Tough Mudder last summer. The total raised to date
is £4486.81 which will, we have been informed, be
spent on a new kitchen for the Boys Orphanage. We
couldn’t have done it without the support so heartfelt
thanks to all you wonderful people,
Marilyn & Sandra
sandracolyer@hotmail.co.uk
DISTRIBUTION Volunteer distributors are needed
for: Rainham
Cheriton Road, Henley Close
Top Berengrave Lane, Cozenton Close

-High Dewar, Road, Sunderland Drive

If you can help please call 01634 310011 (mention
Action Forum) or email afizothenet.uk.net
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Diary 2016

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
aff@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: February 23rd 2016

January [6th - Beekeeping Course 10.00am to 12noon for
10 weeks, Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane,
details 01634 233748 or patclare89@me.com

January 16th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham
7.30 - 10.00pm, new &experienced dancers welcome,
with or without partner, ring 366189 or 388546

January 17th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am Meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977
614033 Shipbourne Opposite Church & Chaser Inn
GR3591523 TNI11 9PE for a 5.5 mile walk via Ightham
Mote & Fairlawne Estate, hilly with road, field, grass,
woodland & hard tracks 15 Stiles. No dogs

January 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Simon/Mandy, simonellwood(@hotmail.com White
Hart Pub, Cuxton, (not in Pub Car Park). TQ712667
ME2 1AB for a 12.5 mile moderate walk with at least
two steep climbs. Bring packed lunch, Pub at end.

January 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Jan and Sue, susanwhiteoak@talklalk.net West Malling
car park behind Tesco's. TQ6B05376 METY 6NA fora
4.5 mile leisurely scenic route, could be muddy walking
by stream. Cafes and pubs in town afterwards.

January 18th - Medway Scrabble Club, alternate
Mondays, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St Stephens Church Hall,
Maidstone Road, Chatham, new members welcome,
details 01634 230500

January 19th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45pm £3.50.
The Farne Islands — Michael Walter. For Walks see
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

January 19th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
‘Burns Night' — Interpretative arrangement, New
members welcome, first visit free, no experience
needed, for details contact Kaye Buss 01634 232998 or
email kayebuss(@btinternet.com

January 20th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Jacqui Aviolet - Talk on ‘Nuts” & Hyacinth Show,
MNew Members Welcome, 01634 233554 for details

January 20th - RainARA, 442 Club, Featherby Road,
Rainham, Talk on *The Trials and Tribulations of'a
Tour Guide” by Paddy Earp, Members only, Details
kentsofkent(@tiscali.co.uk or 01634 373596

January 21st - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
games tea and chat Village Hall behind the Church 2.00
- 4.00pm. New members welcome. 01634 366907

January 21st -~ Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, Weird Variety Acts, Paul
Harris, for over 50s, ring 01634 234712 for details.

January 21st - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 - 4.00pm.

Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Centre, Granary
Close, Speaker on "Coastguard Services". Visitors
welcome for small entry charge Details 01634 366276

January 22nd — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julic 01634 364309.

January 22nd - Hempstara Whist Afternoons, 1.30pm,
Scout Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive Hempstead. Whist
Players all abilities are welcome, Partner is not required
For details please call Eunice on 01634 231664

January 22nd — Medway Geographical Society, Byron
Road Primary School, Gillingham ME7 5XX 7.30
9.00pm, “Great Wall of China Walk™ - Claire Bennett,
Lveryone welcome please come on the evening or ring
Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

January 24th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet John Trebill 01634 244045
Wateringbury Station GR692528 ME18 SEA fora 4
mile fairly flat walk - along the Medway Valley Walk.
Could be muddy at this time of year, No dogs

January 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Jim 07807 896995, lewislad@hotmail.com in car park
just before entering Selling. TR0O37564 MLE13 9RG for
a 5.5 mile leisurely circular walk, en route are ancient
churches and historic houses. The climax is Perry
Wood once the haunt of Mesolithic man. Pub at end.

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

Gas salety checks

mstallation ol gas

clectrie cookers.

A.C. Domestics

Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and

heating, boilers, fives, gas and

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
+ TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
+ LEAD FLASHING
« PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
central * FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a-roofing-services co.uk
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January 26th - Rainbow Whist Drive, Bredhurst Village  February Sth - Hempstara Whist Afternoons, (22nd Jan)
Hall Hurstwood Road, 7.30pm, partner not needed and  February 5th - An evening with Sunny Ormonde (Lilian
all whist players are welcome, Details 01634 610364 Bellamy™ in Radio 4°s “The Archers’), Oast House

January 27th - Gillingham Horticultural Society 7.30pm Theatre, Rainham Curtain up 8.00pm. Tickets £12 from
United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, (844 8793224 or www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
Gillingham. The speaker is from Blind Veterans UK February 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
our charity for 2015, cheque presentation will be made.  Jim. jimbush46@btinternet.com Harrietsham village
Members £2, non members £3 includes refreshments. hall car park. TQ873529 ME17 1BZ for an 8 mile
All welcome. Details contact Janet 01634 852519, leisurely easy walk with a couple of inclines. Bring

January 27th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, picnic lunch for midway break, pub at end.

Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, The Preservers: Anna February 7th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

Marie Lawrence, details Rhonda Peck 07951 629444 10.00am, Meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 /

January 28th - UpARA Outing - Sikh Guru Nanak, 07941965272 Penenden Heath car park. GR 772573
Gravesend, New Members Welcome, for details email MET4 2DH for a 6 mile Maidstone walk. Mostly flat,
Chairman David Powell davidrpowellS@hotmail.couk  no stiles, one short steep slope. Short section of town

January 28th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Colouring for walking. Steps over road bridge. No dogs
Relaxation, games ete., (see 21st Jan) February 8th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,

January 28th — Wigmore Thursday Club. AGM ( 21st Jan)  Millennium Centre, Rainham meets 2nd Monday

January 28th — Rainham & District Dolls™ House and evening each month to help those still in employment
Miniaturist Group, AGM, 7.30pm. Howard Memorial who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat,
Hall, Woodside, all welcome, more details from Sylvia  ring Julic 01634 364309,

Wildridge 01634 312038, February 8th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club
January 30th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 16th Jan) Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30pm,
January 31st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Organist - Pete Shaw, Brian Leonard 01634 234694

Heather 07887 750881, Chilham car park off Taylor’s  February 9th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm,

Hill. Parking free, toilets available TRO68535 CT4 8BZ  Rainham School for Girls, Steve Pendleton —*Blinded

for a 6.25 mile leisurely walk Pubs in Chilham for on Duty” An ex service man talks about his life.

lunch at end — may need booking. Bring a picnic Members £1, Non members £1.50, All Welcome,
Tanuary 31st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, details ring 01634 §52519

10.00am, Meet Lindsay Floyd / Andy Boorman 07743 February 9th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (sce 26th Jan)

702049 07881 933358 GRO15614 MET3 7)1 February 10th — 5th Rainham North Guides celebrate their

Faversham, West Street. Limited roadside parking for — 40th birthday, 7.00 to 8.30pm, Riverside Primary

a 4.5 mile mainly flat walk. Expect mud. No dogs School, Wakeley Road, Rainham. Memories to share,
February Ist -29th - Art Exhibition by John K Austin, and/or would like to come to the party please contact

Rainham Library. normal hours, paintings for sale. Mrs Paula Sharp at paulajsharp l{w gmail.com
February 1st - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 18th Jan) February 10th - All Saints Women's Fellowship,
February 2nd - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm Bumbleberry Quilting Studio: Sandra Rocco, (27th Jan)

Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane. Members' February 11th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board

Talks: Bonsai, Fuchsias, Pruning, New members cames tea and chat (see 21st Jan)

welcome, ring 366276 for details. February 11th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Collection of
February 4th - Hempstead Leisure Club, “Cats protection”  Annual Subscriptions and table games (see 21st Jan)

talk by Louise Bayer (see 21st Jan) February 12th -~ UpARA, Monthly Meetings, Upchurch

February 5th - UpARA, Walk, 10.00am, New Members Village Hall, 2.00pm, Guests £2, (see 5th Feb)
Welcome, For details email Chairman David Powell February 12th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
davidrpowell5@ hotmail.co.uk Society, 7.15pm, Byron Road School, Queen Victoria -

February 5th - Games Afternoon, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Lower Anne Carter, details Ron Baker 01634 854982
Halstow Memorial Hall, £1.50, All welcome

AERIALS | | 7, Baihrooms

e TV Acrials / Freesat
Systems Installed
Extra TV / SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances Set
Up

Call Nick 07949 588464

or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area

of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
or cats only.

s completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

provided.

lViewings welcomed by appointment.

Design and Install

Fr1endly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Contact: Nichold)

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com
Web: www.whiskerslodge,com




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

J AID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANIS

2 : Accounts
4 Bloors Lane. Rainham. T s
; ax
Kent MES TEG
Tel: D1634 375222 Book-keeping
Fax: 01634 371318 *  Payroll
I Mail: admin/a jadacconntants.co.uk = Audit

wivw jadaccountants.co.uk Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com 5
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants am_l Tax Consultants

Established over 30 vears we offer an efficient and personal service
1o all types of business as well @ ance with personal tax
retums

problems an
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranferd House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MEE TRU
www.salter-mclean.co.uk

Neil’s on Wheels
Mobile Caravan & Motorhome Services
Touring Caravan & Motorhome Habitation Checks
Internal & External Repairs Undertaken
Based in Newington — Serving the Southeast
Fully Insured ACOPS Gas Registered
CA&G LV & ELV Electrical  Alde Service Engineer
Contact Neil on 07917 680814 or 01795 844223

Or email: neilonwheels2014@hotmail.com

Find us on Facebook: neilsonwheels2014

Day Claire
Respite Care Service - Home Help Service
Cleaning, Shopping, Nursing Care
and many more
Fully Insured, Enhanced CRB, Professionally Qualified

Please Call 01634 3868006 1o arrange a visit to view my

portfolio in the comfort of your own home

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG "ize
BRYANT  BZ/S4

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

h‘u”*B EXTENSIONS
d

Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 15 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Body Treatments Reflexclogy — Bridal
New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure Massage
Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL lashes
Lash Extensions — Manthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

RAINHAM FLOWER CLUB
As from January 2016 our club will be meeting at
St Matthews Church Hall, Drewery Drive, Wigmore.
Meetings start 7.30pm second Monday each month.
We are looking forward to meeting up with our
current members in the new venue and would
welcome new members, beginners or experienced.
For details ring 01634 864572 or see
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk
ART EXHIBITION
John K Austin will be holding an Art Exhibition at
Rainham Library, during normal opening hours,
throughout the month of February, paintings will
be on show and for sale.

AN EVENING WITH SUNNY ORMONDE
Oast House Theatre, Rainham
Friday 5th February, 8.00pm, Tickets £12
Sunny has been playing the “outrageous and raunchy
Lilian Bellamy™ in Radio 4°s The Archers for the
past 15 vears and has become one of the listener’s
most favourite characters! Sunny will provide an
evening of anecdotes, banter, and favourite pieces
from her long and distinguished acting career.
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
LADIES PAMPER EVENING
Medway Asthma Self Help (MASH)
Gillingham Golf Club
Friday 26th February from 6.00pm
Tickets are £3 in advance or £4 on the door.
Come along and indulge in a range of pampering
treatments including massage, reflexology and
manicure from as little as £5 per treatment (payment

direct to stall holders) and at the same time help raise

money for your local asthma charity.
To pre-book entry tickets or if you are interested in
having a stall please contact 01634 855844,
or medwayasthmaselfhelpobtconnect.com

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 V54
www.gcrsales.co.uk gecrmick@hotmail.co.uk

Paul's

1-8 Seater Taxis

woe. BoOkings Only ........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375 _

i)

1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 8B.J (Just off Station Rd)

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Rainham 07792 244 315

WINE AND WISDOM EVENT
Saturday February 27th. 7.30pm,

St Matthew’s Community Centre
Drewery Drive, Wigmore MES ONX
Book a tabie for 6-8 people at £5 per person
Bring vour own drinks and nibbles
Phone 01634 387793 or 01634 387425

BROMPTON HISTORY RESEARCH GROUP
Wednesday 2Znd March 7.00pm
RE Museum, King Arthur Road, Gillingham,

Talk: The Chatham Scandal — Prostitution in

Victorian Medway. Join Brian Joyce and the
Brompton History Research Group, as this
fascinating side of the Medway Towns during the
19th century is brought to life - the women and
brothel keepers, the pubs, the policemen and the
enforcement of controversial new legislation.
Tickets £5. Book bhrgbookingsigmail.com
HAYFEVER BY NOEL COWARD
Oast House Theatre, Rainham
March 10.11.12.17.18.19 Curtain up at 8.00pm.
Hay Fever, one of the best-loved of all Coward’s
plays, first performed June 1925,
Hay Fever tells the story of a busy weekend at a
country house, where each member of the Bliss
family has invited a guest to stay, without informing
anyone else. Book now to see this timeless classic
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
CHARITY QUIZ
Saturday 19th March, 7.30pm (Doors 7pm)
‘Bloodwise'
Formally Leukaemia/Lymphoma
Parkwood Community Centre
Tickets £5 - Teams of 6
Ring Dot 01634 864642 to Book a Table
TWAM (Tools with a Mission)
Thank you for your kind and generous gift towards
our work. [ am amazed to hear so many stories of’
people across Africa whose lives have been
transformed by a tool kit provided by TWAM. This
simple gift can provide a family with a life changing
livelihood for years to come. I find that very
humbling and inspiring. So thank you for so
eenerously helping us fulfill this great work
Mike Griffin
Chief Executive Tools with a Mission.
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FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS _
Alarms - CCTV - Access Control GoLD
Locks and Safes

www masteralarms.com / mail@masteralarms.com  Fair Trader
Telephone: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR DECEMBER

It was just before Christmas Eve of last year that [
visited the Isle of Harty, which is part of the larger Isle
of Sheppey.I took the flyover bridge across The Swale
and headed for Leysdown-on-Sea. but then turned
right at the sign for Harty Ferry Inn. I paused on the
high ground near Capel Hill farm. From my elevated
position | could see most of the Isle of Harty, a short
stretch of The Swale and. on the horizon, the low, grey
line of the North Downs. Wheat and oil seed rape are
arown on the higher ground of Harty, whilst beef
cattle and sheep are grazed on the low lying marshes.
Below me was Capel Fleet which separates the Isle ol
Harty from the rest of Sheppey. It is one of the best
places in the country at which to see over-wintering
birds of prey. At dusk. the Fleet offers the spectacle of
marsh and hen harriers gathering for their large,
communal winter roost in reed beds, which they often
share with merlins. To see so many raptors in one
place, at the same time, is one of the country’s great
natural winter marvels. [ recommenced my journey
downhill towards Capel Fleet and along the narrow
road towards Harty Ferry. I stopped again at Pump
Hill where there is a specially constructed viewing
mound. overlooking the reed beds where the raptors
roost. I would be returning to Pump Hill at dusk.
There were a couple of seasoned bird watchers on the
mound, both well wrapped up and each standing
behind a telescope on a tripod. Upon enquiring what
was to be seen, | was directed towards a merlin on top
of a hawthorn bush, a group of seven cranes feeding
on the edge of a field and a rough legged buzzard
sitting on a post. The latter bird would be spending its
winter in this country and would have bred above the
Arctic Circle, where it would have been strongly
dependant on lemmings. Here, it would be feeding
mainly on rabbits and small mammals such as voles.
Soon after [ arrived, the rough legged buzzard was
mobbed by a resident common buzzard and driven off.
Having bidden goodbye to my fellow bird watchers, |
headed for the parish church of St Thomas, Harty. One
authoritative writer has described it as the remotest
chureh in Kent. On the notice board inside the porch
was a poster advertising a Christmas Eve Eucharist at
8pm. “Always a Popular Service™ the poster noted.
The church was decorated with holly and ivy and

would be lit, during the service, by oil lamps and
candles. From the high ground of the graveyard there
are views down the coast, past Whitstable and Herne
Bay and as far as the twin towers of the former
Reculver Church. As I lefi, a robin sang a melancholy
song from its perch on the much eroded gravestone of
Sarah, the wife of Odadiah White. I drove the short
distance to The Harty Ferry Inn. Before calling in for
refreshment, I strolled down to the edge of the
causeway from which the ferry boat used to ply across
The Swale. The tide was in and there were hundreds
of lapwing, curlew, godwits and other waders huddled
among clumps of sea purslane, on the saltings,
attempting to escape the winds. It was only when |
was returning to the Ferry Inn that | noticed thousands
of wood pigeons perching in hawthorn bushes on the
steep cliff of London Clay that rises above the saltings
along The Swale. All the birds were facing towards
the sun and into the wind. It seems likely that many of
these wood pigeons were visitors from mainland
Europe. The species is, along with the rabbit, the main
enemy of arable farmers. Both have an enormous
appetite for the leaves of emerging oil seed rape
plants, acres of which were growing on the island.
The raptors | had come to see begin to congregate
above Capel Fleet from about an hour before sunset
and it was time for me to leave the warmth and
comfort of the Ferry Inn and face the bitterly cold
wind blowing across the top of the viewing platform.
By the time | arrived, the mound sported a forest of
tripods and thick, woolly hats. The harriers soon began
to fly in, from various directions. criss-crossing each
other’s flight paths over the communal roost site in the
reed beds of Capel Fleel. We also watched a mixed
flock of lapwing and golden plover flying in to roost
on nearby Harty grazing marshes. Ground roosting
birds come together so as to warn each other about the
presence ol predators such as foxes. By the time that
the sun had set behind the North Downs and left a
pale. red glow in the sky, the spectacular was almost
over. The prevailing opinion on the mound was that
fifteen marsh harriers and one lone hen harrier had
moved into the roosting place or were on the verge of
doing so. The last of the customers for lunch at the
Ferry Inn were driving past us, heading for home,
some doubtless bemused by the sight of so many
people muftled up as if for the South Pole. Having

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (Mo call out charge)
Emergency Mon-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

|4l Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates

IO A P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

Fair Trader

[MEDWAY PLUMBING;I
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve
Taps Repaired/ Replaced wtstanding nat
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages =
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Wark Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Boarding
Cattery

Owner FAB trained

Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate

up to four cats from the same household

Vlewmg welcome, by appointment anly please
www.catnapbredhur.

bade my farewell, I decided to follow the diners. It had turn was supported by the Pedletts a group of singers from

been an enjoyable day out.

Joe Ennis
CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR By Spoof Scoop
Upchurch’s Only Investigative Journalist
1ts taken me some time to enter the inner circle of
UpARA (Upchurch Active Retirement Association), but |
managed it on December 11th. The day was titled
Christmas Spectacular, 1 had little idea what to expect.
Perhaps some alternoon tea and a nice chat with the
retired lay at the back of my mind. Wow how wrong I
was thinking that. A two course meal, magic show, and
dancing, but I am jumping ahead. To go back to the
beginning. it all started in the afternoon at 2pm with a
carol concert by the Holywell school choir. They were
really very, very good, our village youngsters are
something to be proud ol there must have been about
forty in all, singing some old favourites and some lovely
new carols, Their teachers must have worked tirelessly to
have achieved such a high standard with the choir. This
was followed by an explanation of'a *“Christmas Carol™
hy Malcolm Groves a club member, Did vou know a carol
was originally a pagan dance, no, well neither did [. As
expected this was followed with a lovely cup ol tea
biscuits and cake, all provided free by the club. Expecting
that this was the afternoon finished | collected my coat, |
underestimated these retired folk. Next up was the
Upchurch Choral Society. All T can say is, if you get a
chance to hear them sing don’t miss out, I'm glad |
staved, as Bryvan Veale performed the memorable “1F1
was a rich man™ from™ Fiddler on the Rool™, I thought I
was back in London’s West End, Marion Whentringham
also sang ~O Holy Night™ as a lovely solo. The choir
finished with a sing-a-long with all joining in. It was then
that I realised this was but the prelude to even more. | had
my ticket for the evening and rushed home to change and
return at 6.45pm sharp as [ was told.
I doubted that the retired could better the afiernoon, but |
underestimated once again. While waiting for dinner to
arrive our own Upchurch magic man (Masks & Magic)
entertained with table illusions that baffled all. My dinner
arrived piping hot, a succulent chicken breast, minted new
potatoes, baby carrots (all English) and sweetcorn. Our
very own magic man then entertained us further with a
stage magic show. My meal finished with a fruit cheese
cake and lashings of double cream. I had earlier told my
other hall’'l would be home about 9.30pm, after all this
was the retired and I expected then to be heading home
for a hot chocolate by then. Once again | was wrong, so
very wrong. It was now music and dance time, with Jeft
Pedley our Upchurch troubadour as entertainment. He in

the club membership. The evening continued till almost

I Tpm with dancing and singing. It would be an
understatement to say evervone had a good time
(including me) and [ was late home, but for £10 a head
these retired UpARA lot know how to do it. [ look
forward to next year!

IT'S PANTOMIME SEASON

Yes folks, the New Year is here and | send best wishes
and good health to vou all. If vou are a child at heart like
me, then you will have enjoved the Christmas lights and
decorations not o mention the food.

Now the old year has ticked its way out with a final
hurrah and more than a few bangs, it is that wonderful
time of the year — Pantomime time - Oh yes it is! Itisa
time for all of us kids from 5 to 95 to forget our troubles
and buy our tickets for the Panto. There we can forget just
for a while our aches, pains and creaking bones and boo
and hiss at the villains, shout out “look behind you™, cheer
the heroes and sing along with the comedy fools, as well
as fall in love with the leading lady. (Come on now sir
and madam, you can still remember!)

The love of the Pantomime has stayed with me since
childhood, be it as an actor or as a member of the
audience, ever since my first memorable visit in 1947,
As [ write there are many hundreds of people across the
country rehearsing various Pantomimes be they in
theatres or church halls. We in the Medway Towns are
particularly blessed with five or more companies. St
Paul’s Drama Group in Third Avenue, Gillingham, are in
rchearsal for Cinderella which will be performed on 12th,
13th, 19th & 20th February with all the usual favourites -
the Ugly Sisters, Buttons, the poor put upon Baron
Hardup and of course Prince Charming, Cinderella and
her wicked stepmother.

If you have never been to a Pantomimes or play put on by
the various companies in the Towns, you don’t know
what you are missing. Parents of young children why not

“take them to one of the Pantos. It need not cost a fortune

and they will be grateful for ever. Please check out the
groups on line and remember we are all children at
Pantomimes so be prepared to boo and shout. You will be
surprised how good you feel alter the show. Pardon, what
was that? Where will I be? 1 shall be on stage at St.
Paul’s Drama Group as Baron Hardup. So do come along
and say hello, and have a great time with all the
wonderful characters. John Sansom
To book contact: stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk

Tel. 01634 852712

Support your local groups and help keep theatre alive
in the Medway Towns.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT

+ CHIPPING
e " LINDSA
Frewooo & COMPANY

TREE SURGEONS
TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services
HELP is on its way
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
| BOILER EXCHANGES
safe POWER FLUSHING
" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210

Reg Mo
BE2E




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete,
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am 1o 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EEM.E

Theresa Elsey o PFS

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www theresaelsey.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance. freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE » FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 07802 608 222
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham

01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

Tues- Scout Hut, Hempstead 2.00

Queries Janet |
01843 316093 /07731 455536 |
___janet.job@hotmail.co.uk |

12 WEEK BELLY BUSTER
PROGRAMME THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
Lose Inches NO Calorie Counting
NO Scales NO Humiliating Weigh Ins Square g;:a:dscape
COMBINATION OF NUTRITIONAL ADVICE P
+ FUN EXERCISE £28 per month If your looking for : - Elegant,
= Contemporary, Victorian, or Classic tiles
Also PILATES ot
£78 for 3 months
Mon - 5t Pauls Church, Parkwood @ 1.45 Mosaic - Stone - Glass.
Tues - Newington Village Hall 10.30 Z
Tues - St Justus Church, Roch 12.30 Email af@thenet.uk.net look no further!

or call Hamish 1634 310011
9.00am—>5.00pm Monday to Friday

DAVID WHITE
BOILERCARE
+ Member of Gas Safety Register
= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports
+ Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
» 24hr Emergency Service with
NOCALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

'Window Fix Direct
| Do you have windows
or doors that.....
Don't open or close properly?
Have condensation inside the :mit?

Are draughty when closed? |
Conservatory roof leak |

01634 789025 / 07950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

» Local Family Business
» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
» Free demonstrations

- After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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February 12, 13 19 &20th — Cinderella, St Paul’s Drama
Group, Third Avenue, Gillingham, 7.30pm & Sat 20th
3.00pm, Adults £6, Cons £5 stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk
or ring Box Office 01634 852712

February 13th Rainham S Councillor surgery Parkwood
Youth Centre 10.00am - 12, no appointment needed

February 13th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £5 from
carolefw cdadswell. freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

February 13th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 16th Jan)

February 14th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am Meet John Williams 01622 764821/
07977614033 Sheldwich Village Hall Car park. GR
015561 ME13 ONG for a 5 mile pleasant walk Couple
of hills to climb. One Stile. No dogs

February 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Jim 07807 896995, lewislad@hotmail.com Newnham,
park considerately on roadside. TQ95457 fora 5.5
mile moderate undulating route, Pub at end.

February 14th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Alison Marsden -
Year round Garden Interest for Flower Arrangers (20th)

February 15th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 18th Jan)

I'ebruary 16th - The RSPB Medway Talk. Incredible birds
of the world — Swapnil Kumbhojkar. (see 19th Jan)

February 16th - GHS Floral Art Group, *Valentine
corsage / fascinator” (wiring practice), (see 19th Jan)

February 18th - Rainham Women's Institute, Speaker
on "Life as a young Army wife in Libya" (see 21st Jan)

February 18th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Nelson’s Navy,
Sandra Sharp, (see 21st Jan)

February 18th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
sames tea and chat (see 21st Jan)

February 19th - UpARA, Walk, (see 5th Feb)

February 19th - Hempstara Whist Afternoons, (22nd Jan)

February 21st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Geoff 07525161766, geoff.rambler@me.com
Carpenters Arms, Fastling. TQ962565 ME13 0AZ for a
6.5 mile leisurely walk. Pub at end. with lunches -book.

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675
07721 365 630

www.hprenavations.co.uk
FMB 53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair Trader

HPR & Hebditch
i Property
Renovations Lic

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New sys-
tems. Gas Safety Inspections. Finance
Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

February 21st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 The
Street. Boughton Street. Park near White Horse Inn GR
057594 ME13 9AL for a 5.5 mile Walk - ' Last
Peasants Revolt ' some stiles. Expect mud. No dogs

February 23rd - UpARA Coffee Morning, Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am, £1.50, Guests £2, (see 5th Feb)

February 23rd - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 26th Jan)

February 24th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, AGM
and collect Potato & Bucket for Competition (27th Jan)

February 24th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, Spring/
Summer 2016 Fashion: Eddy Golding, (see 27th Jan)

February 25th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Lorna Bailey
on trip to Serbia delivering shoe boxes, (see 21st Jan)

February 25th - Hempstead Leisure Club, “Tales of a man
who talks a lot” talk by Rob Masters (see 21st Jan)

February 25th — Rainham & District Dolls™ House and
Miniaturist Group, (see 28th Jan)

February 26th - Ladies Pamper Evening MASH, 6.00pm,
Gillingham Golf Club, Tickets £3 in advance, £4 on the
door, massage, reflexology and manicure from £5 per
treatment (pay stall holders) pre-book or a stall 01634
855844 or medwayasthmaselfhelp@btconnect.com

February 26th — Medway Geographical Society, *Slovakia
by Caravan” Tony Mitchell, (see 22nd Jan)

February 27th - Wine and Wisdom, 7.30pm, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore Table for
6-8 people, £5 pp Bring your own drinks and nibbles,
Raffle Phone 01634 387793 or 01634 387425

February 27th - UpARA Outing, Kew Gardens Orchid
Festival, (see 5th Feb)

February 27th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 16th Jan)

February 28th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am Meet Anne Bond /Pat Wells 07778302866 /
07R04837155 Mote Park. Main Car park ofl’ Mote Ave.
(£1 charge ) 5.5 mile mainly flat walk with steep slopes
I Stile and 30 Steps. No dogs

February 28th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Tony/Ann 01634 406634, vajra.faulkner@gmail.com
Appledore near the church TQ9537292 TN26 2DA for a
5 mile leisurely walk Bring a picnic Pub at end lunches

February 29th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 18th Jan)

March 1st - GHS Floral Art Group, *St David’s Day’ —a
dafTodil spiral (using pin holder), (see 19th Jan)

March Ist - Rainham Horticultural Society, Pruning fruit
trees, bushes & shrubs - Malcolm Withnall, (2nd Feb)
March 2nd - Brompton History Research Group Talk, The
Chatham Scandal — Prostitution in Victorian Medway,
7.00pm RE Museum, King Arthur Road, Gillingham,

ME4 4UG, Tickets £5. bhrgbookingszgmail.com

March 2nd - The League of Friends' AGM, 7.30pm,

Rainham Community Orchard
More volunteers wanted.

We have 6000 trees to prune and large quantities of wood
chippings to spread under the trees to suppress the weeds.
We work every Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat am from 10.00.
Please email your contact details orchard@thenet.uk.net

orcall Hamish on 01634 310011




STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice, Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

our Local Re ml}i»l ontractor
James Zammit

Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

01634 372411
"“EFEE"‘T',__ 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
werics ] Domestic Installer
KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd  pegiGNErLTD
Suppliers and Installers of Quality
== . Kitchens
W wank Bedrooms Fair Trailer
TET Bathrooms

Tel/lFax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.
=
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Lln

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home E]ap_lrnnics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Est, 1962

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family. property and
business law including Wills & Probafe, 1)1\<)ru.,
Lasting Powers of “Attorney. Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
Contact us or pop in for a competitive guote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

I UKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ning
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Faths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made lo measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.

(Odd Jobs and much more No job foo small

FPrompt and Reliable Service
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Oliver Fisher Conference Room, Level 4, Green Zone
of Medway Maritime Hospital. ltems of equipment
purchased will be demonstrated. All are welcome.

March 3rd ~ Wigmore Thursday Club, A welcome return
visit by Mel Rees, (see 21st Jan)

March 3rd - Hempstead Leisure Club, “Elastix™ exercise
for Seniors with Sue (see 21st Jan)

March 4th - UpARA, Walk, (sce 5th Feb)

March 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, Meet
Stephen Manning 07551 712438 London Capital Ring
Walk stage 2 for a 9 mile starting at Friars Lane,
Richmond via Osterley Lock, finish at Greenford. Ring
Stephen for details, No dogs

March 6th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am.
Meet Steve Giddings 07720 628511 Grove Ferry Picnic
Area car park (fee £2) GR 236631 CT3 4BP fora 5
mile circular walk. Very flat, could be muddy. No dogs

March 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet Jim,
jimbush46@btinternet.com Chilham car park at the
bottom of the hill. TR067536 CT4 8BZ for a 10 mile
moderate walk with some hills. Bring picnic lunch for
midway break, pub at end.

March 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Beryl, bmhosegoodi@live.co.uk East Malling Railway
Station Car Park. TQ703569 MET9 6A) for a 3 mile
leisurely largely flat walk through orchards and
woodland with some fine views of The North Downs.
Refreshments and meals available at the King and
Queen pub. Alternatively West Malling village.

March 7th - Rainham Women's Institute, Members
Meeting (see 21st Jan)

March 8th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, Workshop
Evening, Practical advice about growing fuchsias and
pelargoniums (see 9th Feb)

March 8th - Friends of Medway Archives, 7.30pm at
Irindsbury Parish Hall, Church Green, ME2 4HY talk

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 511571 01795 459105

For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Reflexology {q
Advanced Qualified Therapist

as featured in Kent Life magazine
- Holistic Dead Sea facials

- Waxing specialist

Elaine Wheeler MAR (IR ART g

Medway (01634) 379360 Tl
www.bodytalktherapies.co.uk i S,

by Odette Buchanan *Strood’s Industrial Heritage.”
Tickets £5 (£3 Members) includes light refreshments.
March 8th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 261h Jan)
March 9th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Fund
raising, (see 27th Jan)
March 10th — Wigmore Thursday Club, The Royal
Voluntary Service, Caroline Carter, (see 21st Jan)
March 10.11.12.17.18.19 - Hayfever by Noel Coward,
Oast House Theatre, Rainham Curtain up at 8pm. Box
Office 0844 8793224 or www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
March 11th — UpARA, Monthly Meetings, Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Free, Guests £2, (see 5th Feb)
March I1th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History Soc
The Huguenots - Ann Huguenot Museum, ( 12th Feb)
March 12th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, (see 13th Feb)
March 12th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 30th Jan)
March 13th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Brian Gevaux 01634 235883 Marine Parade,
Barton Point. Coastal Park, Sheerness GR 940747
ME12 2BX For a 4 mile walk via The Lees and
Minster, mainly flat but uphill to cliffs and downhill to
Minster. Fields paths and unmade roads, No dogs
March 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Frank/Mim, Headcorn Church. Park considerately
TQ833442 TN27 9NH for a 7.5 mile leisurely circular
walk . Bring picnic for midway. Pub and cafe at end.
March [4th - Medway Scrabble Club (see 18th Jan)
March 14th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Organist - Chris Powell (see 8th Feb)
March 15th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk, The
Plight of the Bumblebee — Dr Nikki Gammans (19th
March 15th - GHS Floral Art Group, *St Patrick’s Day” -
an inverted crescent arrangement, (see 19th Jan)

March 16th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Sue Shaw ‘In the
Footsteps of Paddington Bear” Spring Show - Judge G.
Chilmaid, (see 20th Jan)

March 17th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Britain on Foot,
Tony Mitchell, (see 21st Jan)

March 18th - Medway Geographical Society, *A Career
in Island Hopping® — Alan Mills, (see 2 2nd Jan)

March 19th - Grand Charities Spring Bazaar! 10.30am -
12.30pm. St Matthew's Community Hall, Wigmore,
details & stalls ring 01634 377267.

March 19th - Charity Quiz, 7.30pm in aid of 'Bloodwise'
Parkwood Community Centre, Tickets £5 - Teams of 6
Ring Dot 01634 864642 1o book a table

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair.. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573

FREE - Burlington Close Coupled
WC, pan only., unused (in box) Can
be seen online at Victorian Plumbing
(ltem Ref: P53). To be collected from
my home. Call Chris 01634 610674,
RETIRED PRIMARY TEACHER,
32 yrs experience, offers one2one help
to children 7-11. Call 01634 360931,
BASIC DRESSMAKING TUITION
one to one in your own home. From
cutting out to mn-\u uumu the garment.
For info. ring 011634 360929

MATURE HANDY MAN
Le:
small painting projects, curtain poles
and blinds hung, flat packs assembled,
rates negotiable, available evenings
and weekends, Phone 01634235499 or
07725159764 ask for Alan.

Saxophone & Clarinet Lessons
John Berreen LLCM, ISM

Medway Licensed Teacher.

Call 01634 234317,

PHIL THE SOUND, MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,
WANTED: GARAGE / LOCK-UP
or parcel of Garden/Land for storage.
Please call Lynda on 07909 966 236
or Nick on (17949 588 464,

W.J Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare@outlook.com.
DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
Kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07739 635678/
01634 261502

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296.
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
ete. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996

es cleared, patio or drives cleaned,

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824
GARDENING TLC:
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & mh refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / TJT‘M: 3842503

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis,sheds & gardens cleared.
Gireen waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses, Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too smalLKCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance, Call Richard on 01634
924217 or OT818 656 733

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee,

Bathroom and Kitchen refits,

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
GET SLIM FOR SPRING Slimming
World, Hempstead Infants School.
Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm. Call
370390 or 0774 226 1053,

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
vww.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427
PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in peneil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420,

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS

with Somatics Learn to let go from the
Inside out Improve posture, mobility&
health. Call Evanthia : 01634 317463
Website: www.freed-om.co.uk
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, scams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality puaranteed.

Tel Jim Jeiferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
(795801 72928

ady Gardener

HAIR BY SUE. I‘mlewmnal Mobhile
Hairdresser. Competitive
01634 370323 or 07817 825 8‘10

DENTURE REPAIRS

While vou wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263706
JEREMY'S GUITAR TUITION.
All styles. 07811 687 433

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out ol the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648
CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEQO
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings, First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hLdL‘,u cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds.
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
RLPIIILd and Refelted, Fencing
repairs, Green waste shredding. Turt
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free adviee
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail rimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is fiee.

Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

ACTION FORUM COPY DATES
Download and print the free 2016
Action Forum Year Planner from
www.thenet.uk.net. It shows all the
copy and publication dates for 2016.

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Pwydall, Further details from

07434 672418,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinie.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services

| Tam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
wark please see our website
wigmoretreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187

DRUMS, PIANQO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member. 01634 365453
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modemnised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
aceess and hearing aid loop. To baok
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWQOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Altractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainbam

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with dnmlul books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
\I.!r‘:dm s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,

FREE LISTINGS FOR LOCAL
businesses on www.thenet.uk.net
Click on the “Get Listed” button on the
front page.

Old Photographs of Rainham available
as posteards at 40p each from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham. Prints
at A5, Ad and A3 also available from The
National Map Centre above the shop
Third Picture Book of RAINHAM
by Barbara Mackay Miller and
Rosemary Dellar £7.99, Over 180 old
photos, maps ete with extended
captions. Available in Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham.
RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood’s book *150 Not Out”™ is a
history of the club 1856 1o 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00
SOMEONE TO TALK TO?

2 sad, low, depressed or suicidal?
Ring Samaritans 01634 730081

7 days a week, 24 hours.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Rainham
Community Apple Orchard ring 01634
310011 or email orchardi@thenet.uk.net

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

[ MAINTENANCE

| Guttering / Fascias / Soffits

i Interior & Exterior Painting

| Fencing / Paving / Decking

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP Services RAINHAM

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RS Cualfifizal

D Bishop & Son

Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars
All types of scrap metal
taken and Recycled
Also Rubbish Cleared

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club

TS
Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,

56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ranmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters

Fair Tratder

01 634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, VHS plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MEB ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
g Daonations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s p Est. 1971 A R |
Plumbing & safe e Y
Heating Chris Hallet DOFING
CENTRAL HEATING g

REPAIRS GUTTERING. VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROQFS, NEW ROOFS

For free estimates tefephone 0 1 634 3 75069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all’

HOGWOOD Electrical
Extra lights,
sockets, "
fuse boards RO
& full rewires wstaua (=]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

FREE NO
‘:[EL' cul »’\H&BCR?fT‘I%L'm ERS OBLIGATION
NV CL HI _I LIND MANUFACTUR RH LTD QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains » Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG

M- 07956 358531, E: sales@crystalcuntaing co.uk, W www crystalcurtaing co uk

| CHARER p[aster ing

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors ki
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. )
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

msaLien (o)

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decarative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822

Fair Trader  niob: 07897 498189
Free Surveys & Quotes

oAb Sl

® 24 hour Personal Service
» Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funenal Directors
A private family owned and run business

e Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MEB 9PW

 Private Chapels of Rest

* Horse Drawn Hearse available
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