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St Margaret’s Church of England School Sports Day in 1949, From left to right standing at
the back the teachers are: Mr Turner, Mrs King, Miss Evans, Miss List and Mr David. The
girls who have been named are: Margaret Thorn (extreme left), Betty Fagg (holding the
shield) next to Sandra Stevens, Linda Ashdown and Helen Roberts. We would love to learn
the identities of the three girls between Margaret and Betty and the one unnamed child at
the extreme right of the picture. Please email af@thenet.uk.net if you can help.
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Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

In January we reported on our annual donation from
excess funds to charity. For the first time this year we
sent £2000 to *Tools with a Mission’, an organisation
dedicated to refurbishing tools, including sewing and
knitting machines, which are then distributed in
Africa to help individuals set up a business and so
support their families. The letter of acknowledgement
the charity has sent to us reports that in 2014 they
shipped 21 containers serving over 400 different
vocational training projects in Zimbabwe, Zambia,
Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya. Smaller consignments
went to Malawi, Papua New Guinea, Sierra Leone,
Ghana, Guinea Bisseau, Madagascar and Bangladesh.
Qur donation helped at a time when funds were more
than usually stretched as it had been necessary to
replace one of the collection vans. Water and
Sanitation are also an important part of the work in
Africa and the charity is now trying to make an even
bigger impact by teaching villagers the skills
necessary to make their own storage tanks. For
children ‘Scholar Packs” are popular and highly
valued in schools which barely have the basics for
teaching purposes. If whilst spring cleaning you come
across tools which are no longer of use to you please
do remember the charity and give them a call. Our
local collector is Mr Rod Butcher 01634 571647,
Inevitably several Easter themed events appear in our
pages this month. The usual “Egg Hunts’, Bunny
related crafts and springtime walks are joined this year
by a new venture by the parish of South Gillingham
who are staging a Passion Play on Good Friday at
Parkwood Green. The famous event in Germany at
Oberammergau immediately comes to mind. In 1633,
the residents vowed that if God spared them from the
effects of the bubonic plague ravaging the region, they
would produce a play thereafter for all time depicting
the life and death of Jesus. Word spread throughout
the region about the play, and it became too expensive
to perform every year, so the town decided that every
10 years would be sufficient. This is now each year
ending with a zero. I have not heard of any such
motive for the play at Parkwood but nevertheless it is
a massive undertaking and I am sure will be
appreciated by a large crowd and help to explain the
real reason behind the Easter celebrations to the
younger generation.

We have a lot to look forward to this month, Outdoor

events are again possible as the days become warmer
and we all anticipate a long, hot, dry summer. Well we
can hope! Have a very good month, we will be with
you again in May.

orrespondence

ST MARGARET'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND
JUNIOR SCHOOL
Dear Editor
The Governing Body of St Margaret’s Junior School
is seeking to appoint another Community Governor.
Governors maintain a strategic overview of the school,
its day-to-day running being left to the Headteacher.
In 2013 the school was judged a good school by
Ofsted who also noted that there was good capacity,
within senior management, to realise its vision of
providing an outstanding education to the pupils. 5t
Margaret’s Juniors was, in fact, graded an outstanding
Church School at its National Society Statutory
Inspection in 2014,
Any candidate for the appointment as a Community
Governor will be required to have the necessary
commitment and also have a willingness to undertake
training, both at Medway Council in Chatham and on
line. Further information can be obtained from me on
(01634) 235182,
Joe Ennis
A Governor of St Margaret’s C of I{ Junior School

HOSPITAL RADIO MEDWAY
Dear Editor,

Based in Medway Maritime Hospital we are looking
to recruit more volunteers. If you have some time to
spare and are aged 18 + please get in touch. Whatever
your talents Hospital Radio Medway needs you -
maybe you would like to collect requests from the
Patients, act as a Librarian, be a Presenter or help in
the Studio as a Programme Assistant - we will give
you all the training that you need. A specialised job is
that of Engineer. We urgently need someone to help
'fix' things in order to keep our Station in the best
condition possible. If you are interested please leave a
message on our phone 01634 406865, or email
studio@hospitalradiomedway.co.uk More details on
our web page www.hospitalradiomedway.co.uk.

We look forward to hearing from you.

CONCERT IN BREDHURST
Dear Editor,
Under the Applause Rural Touring Scheme, Rob
Heron & The Tea Pad Orchestra will be in Bredhurst
Village Hall on Saturday, May 9th at 7.30pm. The
orchestra are a hot six-piece band who play an eclectic
mix of North Western Swing, Gypsy Jazz, Hokum
Blues, Ragtime, Cajun, Country Roots and folk, all
mixed together with a 21st century twist and a belly of
laughter. Tickets at £9 are available from Ann Keeble
on 01634 361263, proceeds to Village Hall funds.
Yours sincerely,
Pam Merryweather

EGG ART
Capstone Farm Country Park
Tuesday 7th April, 9.30 — 11.30am
Discover the large number of different eggs created by
Capstones birds to inspire your own egg design
this Easter. Suitable for accompanied children
aged 3 - 12 years. £3 per child
Ring 01634 338191 for details.
AFTERNOON DANCE
Tuesday 7th April, 2.00 - 4.00pm
44two Club, Featherby Road, Gillingham
All proceeds go to the Alzheimers Society
£3.50 pay at the door, Drinks available from the bar.
Contact Mr E W Grundy 01634 388053 for details

BUNNYTASTIC
Riverside Country Park
Thursday 9th April, 9.30 -- 11.30am

Explore the world of being a rabbit from where they

live to what they eat before using your own

bunnytastic ideas to create your own rabbit.
Suitable for accompanied children 3 -12 years old,

£3 per child, Ring 01634 337432 for details

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Gillingham & Rainham www.grlhs. weebly.com
Byron Road Primary School, Gillingham
Friday 10th April, 7.15pm.

‘Farewell to Kent” - Helen Allinson
Visitors welcome for a small charge.

For further information contact Ron Baker
01634 854982 or email r.baker1234@btinternet.com

MERISI BROTHERS
Performing for
Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research
Parkwood Community Centre
Sat 11th April, 7.30pm (Doors Open 7pm)
Tickets £5, Licensed Bar
Call Dot 01634 864642

THE BRAIN TUMOUR CHARITY
www.thebraintumourcharity.com

Olwen O'Dowd who is a fundraiser in Gillingham and
Rainham is available to give a short talk about the
charities work to any small local group looking for a
speaker for a donation to the charity.

Please contact Olwen on 01634 263622 or leave a
message.

GAMES AFTERNOON

Lower Halstow Memorial Hall every first Friday each
Month from 2.00 - 4.00pm.The Games include Whist.
Rummicub, Scrabble, Dominoes, Euchre and many
other board or card games.

There is no joining fee, just £1.50 which includes a
cup of tea/coffee biscuits and a very warm welcome

A PASSION PLAY
The True Story of Easter
To be performed at Parkwood Green,
Deanwood Drive, Rainham MES 9PN
on Good Friday, 3rd April commencing at 2.00pm.
The Play recalls the last hours of the life of Jesus
culminating in the Crucifixion.

The site opens from 1.30pm when you can mingle
with the actors. The Play is about 75 minutes.
Plenty of information will be available on the day
about the staging of the Play, (which is “in the
round™), together with details of South Gillingham
Churches’ services where the story will continue to be
told on Easter morning.

You are invited to be part of this unique
Easter experience. There is no entry charge and
children will be particularly welcome.

We look forward to welcoming you.

An Event sponsored by
the Parish of South Gillingham
ART EXHIBITION
Paintings by Local Artists, Clive Bass, John Gilson &
Ron Wiseman will be on show and For Sale in
Wigmore Library, 208 Fairview Avenue between
Ist April & 30th April

@) Berengrave Service Station  2STNEEReR.

REFLECTIONS FREE COLLECTHG T
St. Mary’s Church Choir & Upchurch Choral Society s PR RN S
Music and Readines for Eastertide MOTS ﬂ SERVICING 4’ DIAGNOSTICS

Good Friday 3rd April, 7.00pm
St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch
Admission free.
Donations to the Wisdom Hospice.
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SALMON WINDOWS [ Home Help Service = 7 ‘
Installers of Quality Products for 30 years Abou e
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Diary 2015

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

affethenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: April 21st

April 1st — 30th - Art Exhibition, Paintings by Local
Artists, Clive Bass, John Gilson & Ron Wiseman on
show and for sale at Wigmore Library

April Tst - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike, 10.00am,
Commuter car park just north of Bredhurst TQ799629
MES 0LU for a 7 mile leisurely walk to Queensdown
Warren via Yelsted. Bring picnic lunch, Pub at end.

April 2nd - Tai Chi Class, Lower Halstow Memorial Hall
every Thursday 1.30 - 2.30pm, each class £5.

April 2nd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board games
tea and chat, Hempstead Village Hall (behind Church)
2.00 - 4.00pm. New members welcome, 01634 366907

April 2nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, What’s Happening
at Hempstead Valley, Mark Rumfitt, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, for over 50s, ring 01634
234712 or 01634 372508 for details.

April 3rd - Passion Play, 2.00 — 3.15pm, Parkwood
Green, Deanwood Drive, Free entry, details 01634
230423 or e-mail passionplay 1 5@ outlook.com

April 3rd - Games Alternoon, Lower Halstow Memorial
Hall, 2.00 - 4.00pm, £1.50 includes a cup of tea/coflee
biscuits and a very warm welcome

April 3rd - St. Mary’s Church Choir & Upchurch Choral
Society, Reflections, Music and Readings for
Eastertide, 7.00pm, St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch,
Admission free. Donations to the Wisdom Hospice.

April 4th - 25th - Art Exhibition, Rainham Library by
members of Rainham Art Club !

April 4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 Whitstable
Station, Railway Ave car park (£2.50) GR114664 CT5
ILH 5.5 mile linear coastal walk to Herne Bay, return
by bus or walk! Contact Stephen for details. Dogs OK

April 5th - 50th Anniversary St. Matthew's Church,
Service of Holy Communion, 10.00am, Celebrant The
Bishop of Rochester, Details Ninon and John Tice
01634 360633 email ninandjon(@ btinternet.com

April 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony/Ann
01634 406634, 10.00am, Sutton Valence outside the
Swan Pub TQ813491 ME17 3BQ 5.2 mile leisurely

walk along the Greensand Way. moderate slopes, 7
Stiles, Good views. Snack stop Pub at end with lunches
April 7th - Egg Art, Capstone Farm Country Park, 9.30 —
11.30am, Suitable for accompanied children aged 3 - 12
years, £3 per child, ring 01634 338191 for details.
April 7th - Afternoon Dance, 2.00 — 4.00pm, 44two Club,
Featherby Road, Gillingham, All proceeds Alzheimers
Society, £3.50 at the door, Drinks available from the
bar, contact Mr E W Grundy 01634 388053 for details.
April 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Spring Show,
New members welcome, ring 01634 366276 for details.
April 7th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
Imposed Night, New members welcome, first visit free,
no experience needed For details contact Kaye Buss
01634 232998 or email kayebuss(@btinternet.com
April 7th - Rainbow Whist Drive, Bredhurst Village Hall
Hurstwood Road, 7.30pm A partner is not needed and
all whist players are welcome, Details 01634 610364
April 8th - Springtime at Cobtree Park, 10.00am
12noon, A free ramble with the Ranger for all the
family. No booking needed. Cobtree Manor Park,
Forstal Road, Aylesford ME20 7TAE (by rangers cabin)
April 8th - Family Busheraft, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 9.30 — 12noon and 1.30 - 4.00pm, Suitable for
adults and accompanied children over 5 years old, £10
per person, Ring 01634 338191 for details
April 8th - Family Birdwatching, Riverside Country Park,
1.00 — 2.30pm, Suitable adults and accompanied
children over 5, £3 pp Ring 01634 337432 for details
April 8th - Bredhurst WI, 7.30pm Village Hall,
Jacqueline Aviolet — I'm a Tulip, visitors welcome, For
details ring 01634 389966
April 8th — Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch Village Hall,
7.30pm, Workshop *Simple Pleasures” tutored by Pat
Williams, for details ring 01634 864572 or sce
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses

Beginners: May 5th, June 9th, Aug 4th
Improvers: May 6th, June 10th, Aug 5th

|Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

clectrie cookers.

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and
installation of gas central
heating, boilers, lires, gas and

01622 730960 / 07799887754

M e

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

anquiries{@al-roofing-services.co.uk
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April 9th - Bunnytastic, Riverside Country Park, 9.30
11.30am, Explore the world of being a rabbit. Suitable
for accompanied children 3 -12 years old, £3 per child
Ring 01634 337432 for details

April 9th - Hempstead Leisure Club, “Evacuees™ Talk by
June Faulkner (See 2nd April)

April 9th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Running Round the
World, Jack Denness, (see 2nd April).

April 9th - Donn Barcott’s “Five 5 Live’, 44Two Sports
and Social Club, 8.30pm, Featuring Elaine Dyan and
Andrew Hawkes Magician, Admission £6 all
welcome, Details 01634 405037

April 10th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society www.grlhs.weebly.com Byron Road Primary
School, Byron Road, Gillingham, 7.15pm. ‘Farewell to
Kent® - Helen Allinson, Visitors welcome for a small
charge, details Ron Baker 01634 854982 or email
r.baker] 234@btinternet.com

April 10th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham. meets every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for a cuppa and chat ring Julic 01634
364309 for details.

April 11th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group Meet
Stephen Manning 07551 712438 Leeds Church car park
ME17 IRL for a 6 mile easy walk finishing at Lenham
Village Centre ME17 2QH Contact Stephen for details.

April 11th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £5 from
carolef@cdadswell.freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

April 11th - Merisi Brothers performing for Leukaemia &
Lymphoma Research, Parkwood Community Centre,
7.30pm (Doors Open 7pm), Tickets £5, Licensed Bar,
Call Dot 01634 864642

April 11th — Instep Dancing, social dances, Rainham
School for Girls, Derwent Way, MES 0BX, Ballroom,
Latin, Sequence, 8.00 — 11.00pm enquiries 01634
363738 or email s.collinsO2{@ btinternet.com

April 11th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham 7.30 — 10pm
New and Experienced dancers welcome with or without
a partner. For more information ring 366189 or 388546

April 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977 614033
Harrietsham Station (fee payable) GR866529 MET7
LJA. For a 6 mile moderate walk via Ringlestone and
Pilgrims Way with 21 stiles. No dogs

April 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Arthur/Jan
01634 711734 arthur.watersi@sky.com, 10.00am,
Meopham Green TQ641652 DAI13 0PZ for 6 mile
leisurely walk See Windmill. Pub at end with lunches

April 13th - Monday Hub, St Paul's Church, Parkwood.
MER 9PN, 10.00am - 12.30pm all welcome.

April 13th — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens Church
Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alternate Mondays
2.00 — 4.30pm, new members welcome, 01634 230500

April 13th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening each month to help people still in employment
whao have lost a loved one, join us for a cuppa and chat
ring Julie 01634 364309 for details

April 13th - Reiki Kyokai Led by Robert Jetford, 8.00
10.00pm, Ramada Encore Chatham Historic Dockyard,
£12 pp, open to All, Booking Essential. For details and
book email kentreikishares{@ gmail.com

April 13th - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club Concert,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30 —
10.00pm, Organist - Claudia Hirschfield [Ticket Only],
details and tickets ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

April 14th — Gillingham and District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, *Growing Pelargoniums’ — Steve
Pollard, for details ring 01634 852519

April 14th - Medway Antique & Collectors' Club, St
George Hotel, New Road. Chatham, 8.00 pm, Surviving
the Titanic - lan Porter, All visitors most welcome.
medwayantiquespublicity | @ virginmedia.com

April 15th - Dawn Chorus, 5.15 — 7.00am, well worth the
carly start! join a local expert to identify bird song, for
all ages and abilities, £3 pp. Booking required on 03000
414 793. Cobtree Manor Park, Aylesford ME20 TAE

April 16th - Cobtree Easter Trail, 10.00am — 12 noon,
follow the clues to help the Easter Bunny! For all the
family, £3 pp Booking required on 03000 414 793,

April 16th - Rainham Women's Institute .45 - 4.00pm,
Speaker on "Brought up in care”, Methodist Church
Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham. Visitors welcome for
small entry charge per visit, ring 01634 366276

April 16th - Wigmore Thursday Club, All the Year Round
— Seasonal Customs of Kent and Sussex, Mick Lynn,
(see 2nd April).

April 16th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
games tea and chat (see 2nd April)

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

e TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
® [xtra TV /SKY Points
® TV Wall Mounting
e TV & Appliances Set
Up
Calt Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

', Bathirooms

Design and

Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

ituated in a quiet rural location in an area

of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

ffor cats only,

1y completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

Inrovided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com|
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com|
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]‘ | A i D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
5 ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

. Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham,

Kent MES TEG
Tel: 01634 375222
Fax: 01634 371318 = Payroll
*  Audit

Tax
Book-keeping

E Mail; admina jadaccountants.co.uk

www jadaccountants.co.uk Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cvlinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boiIertechservices@bﬁnternet.com sﬁfe
All work guaranteed, Genuine QAP Discounts e

Qualified technicion. Reterences available

DO IT4 U home improvements|handyman

Bathrooms e Clackrooms # Kitchens #Tiling « Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring #Lighting e Blinds
Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doit4u.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No sclvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG n§
BRYANT ISY

CONSTBEGTION ImTB
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
ABC G ‘RATED BY NHEBC

01634 231321

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

“telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE 1!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 15 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Body Treatments Reflexology — Bridal
MNew Geleration Manicure & Pedicure Massage
Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting — VL lashes
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis
Bookings Only
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre frips - seaports

|
i

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Wark related or Sports injuries dealt with.
Bowen Therapy, NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk
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COPACABANA
Three Towns Theatre Company
Brook Theatre, Chatham
Thursday 16th - Saturday 18th April, 7.30pm
Matinee Saturday 18th, 2.30pm
Featuring dazzling costumes; dynamic

choreography: and original music by Barry Manilow

such as Dancin” Fool, This Can’t Be Real, and of
course the Grammy Award-winning title song.
Tickets £13, concessions £11
Family of 4 (max. 2 adults) £44
Box Office - 01634 338338

TAL CHI CLASS
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall every Thursday at a
new time of 1.30pm to 2.30pm, each class £5.

STH ANNUAL BARN DANCE
In aid of The Kent Air Ambulance
Saturday 18th April, 7.00 — 10.30pm
Millennium Centre, Rainham
Buffet Supper, Raftle
Bring your own drinks
Tickets £10.50 from Mary 01634 362415
THE KINGFISHER SINGERS
An Evening of Light Musical Entertainment
St Margaret’s Church, Rainham
Saturday 18th April, 7.30pm
In aid of Pancreatic Cancer
Tickets £7.50 from the Church office,
Mrs G Tomlin 01634 232665 or for £8 on the door
Refreshments included, there will be a Raffle.

TABLE-TOP SALE
Hempstead Village Hall Committee
Hempstead Village Hall, Hempstead Road
(behind All Saints' Church),

Saturday 18th April, 10.00am - 2.00pm.
Tables are £10. If you are interested in having a
table, please contact David, by phone 01634 377177
or email davidwilliamfuller@gmail.com

[ 4 , Neat Feet f. ,

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call MNaomi for an appointment on:
01634 322591

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
Mo Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Rainham 07792 244 315

ART EXHIBITION
at Rainham Library by members of Rainham Art
Club between 4th April & 25th April 2015

SPRING CRAFT FAIR
St. Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow
Saturday 25th April, 2.00 — 4.00pm
Qur first sale of the year!
Do join us for a wide selection of local crafts,
including jewellery, home baked and
home made produce, woodwork, pens, pottery and
cards at possibly the prettiest location around
Refreshments available

BLUEBELLS & CREAM TEA WEEKEND

Sat 25th & Sunday 26th April, 2.00pm each day
Join BWAG for its popular Bluebell & Cream Tea
Weekend. Guided walks through Bredhurst Woods
including a treasure hunt and talk on the history of’
the woods followed by cream teas at a local farm -
shorter and longer walks available.

Tickets £7 per person must be purchased in advance
- tickets will not be available on the day (children
under 16 free).

For more details and tickets please call Vanessa
Jones 07813 785940

email bwag@vanessajones.plus.com

RAMASES
(Rainham and Medway and Swale Egypt Society)
Saturday May 9th, 2.30pm
Lecture given by Lucia Gahlin
“The iconography and ideology of Nefertiti and the
Amarna Royal Women’
Newington Village Hall
Members £7, Guests £9
Tickets in advance from Mrs L. Woodward,
24 Rowbrocke Close, Rainham, MES 9UU
or on the day at the door.
Contact ramasesnk@hotmail.com
Or John Dewey 01795 472316 for more information

. o Grtwined
Weddmg Fayre

<y 18th April 2015 10am - 3pm »

Various Bridal Suppliers plus Hair & Beauty
demos & Live Music throughout the day
For more information contact Amanda on 07771356732
Rainham School For Girls, Derwent Way, Rainham MES 0BX

ST
ASTER @
LARMS &
FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS

GOLD
Alarms—CCTV-Access Control
Fair Trader

www.masteralarms.com
mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH

The gardens of Rudyard Kipling’s former home,
Bateman'’s, at Burwash in Sussex, are open all year
round. Snowdrops are the first of the spring flowers to
bloom, in February. My wife and | went there in late
March of last year. The house and gardens are owned
by the National Trust and lie in the Sussex High
Weald, which consists of rolling hills, ancient woods,
small fields and scattered farms and hamlets. There
are three formal gardens at Bateman’s, two of which
are walled and the largest of which is surrounded by
neatly trimmed yew hedges. Visitors first enter the
walled Orchard Garden. Here grow old almond, plum,
quince, medlar, mulberry, apple and pear trees, all
festooned in lichens, which are more noticeable when
the trees are bare of leaves. Two lines of pear trees
form what is called “Pear Alley”. It consists of a
tunnel of iron arches which support the trees and
which form a covered walkway. In the quietness of the
Orchard Garden, we could hear the songs of a
chatfinch and song thrush and, coming from the cover
of a nearby oak tree, the call of an unseen nuthatch.
We then passed into the walled Mulberry Garden. This
once contained a mulberry tree planted by Rudyard
Kipling in 1905, which had to be replaced in 2004.The
Mulberry Tea Rooms and Restaurant. converted from
former cows sheds, line one side of the garden. The
borders of the garden contain apple and pear trees,
herbaceous plants and vegetables for the restaurant. A
robin, attracted by digging in the garden, flew
continually between its perch on the top of the garden
wall and any newly unearthed worms.

The largest of the gardens, the Rose Garden, contains
a rectangular pond which was brightened by a display
of yellow marsh marigolds. The garden is bordered by
squarely cut yew hedges and contains two rows of’
pleached limes and a massive ash tree. Two blue tits
kept calling to each other as they searched the twigs of
a tree for caterpillars and other invertebrates. We
could also hear the repetitive “Teacher Teacher™ call
of a great tit. Bumble bees, newly emerged from
hibernation, were attracted to the red flowers of a
quince growing up one of the walls of the house.

Domestic flowers of early spring were growing
throughout the three formal gardens. They were
hellebores (some white and some tinged with pink),
daffodils, snow flakes and pale blue scillas. We then
headed for the Wild Garden, through which flows the
River Dudwell, a tributary of the River Rother. The
very earliest of the wild flowers, the snowdrops, had
bloomed and faded. Snowdrops were probably
brought into Britain in mediaeval times and planted in
the grounds of churches and monasteries for religious
reasons. There is always a good display of snowdrops
in the churchyard of St Peter’s, Bredhurst. It is
possible that some of the colonies of snowdrops in this
country are of native origin, particularly those in south
west England and along the Welsh border. The Atlas
of Kent Flora claims that some snowdrops in the
county are perhaps native although, in most sites, the
plant gives the appearance of having been deliberately
or accidentally introduced.

We came across many clumps of primroses and violets
in the Wild Garden, as well as extensive areas of wood
anemones and lesser celandines. In April, the month
after our visit, cowslips, snake’s head fritillaries, milk
maids, blue bells and ramsons would have been
putting on a good show at Bateman’s. Ramsons grow
prolitically in the damp valley of the River Dudwell.
They smell of garlic and have white flowers of six
petals in a star shape. The most conspicuous of the
flowers in bloom in March in the gardens as a whole
were daffodils, including thousands in the Wild
Garden.Today, the wild daffodil, once widespread and
common, occurs only in certain widely separated parts
of the country, such as Devon, the Black Mountains of
Wales, the Lake District and the Sussex Weald. It is
possible that some of the datfodils in the Wild Garden
are of native origin but the vast majority of those at
Bateman’s appear to be domestic ones planted by
Rudyard Kipling and other owners of the house. Here
in Kent, there is a colony of wild daffodils at Lesnes
Abbey Wood near Erith. Having enjoyed a display of
some of the wild flowers that are the traditional
harbingers of spring, it was time to seek out those
other signs of the new season. The National Trust had
not disappointed us. On show in the Mulberry Tea
Rooms and Restaurant was a mouth-watering display

TAURUS LOCKS | IMEDWAY PLUMBING| [Boarding CATN

uk LocksmiTH associTion wemeer | |Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves| Cat:ery
24 Hour Service (No call out charge) TapS ReDafrEd" ReDIaCEd
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
Domestic and Commercial Work Owner FAB trained £
Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded No Job Too Small Built to FAB specifications
Rainham Based FAST, AFFORDABLE, Individual luxury heated chalets
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates RELIABLE, 24 hour call out Larger pens available to accommodate
I0.AP. Discounts All Wark Guaranteed up to four cats from the same household
ISo call today for a great deal, peace of Fully Insured Viewing welcome, by appointment only please
mind and security M Uy, el www.caTtTaLmﬁd?qrit_.co.uk

r er el 86263

Phone Brian 01634 351244 01634 301711 .
Mobile: 07775 423744 Mob 07976 438435 ret. Kent. ME7 3JR
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of cakes, including “Moist Banana”, “Lemon Drizzle”
and “Coffee and Walnut”. It was confirmation that the
long winter was over.

Joe Ennis
LETTER FROM A RAINHAM SOLDIER AT
GALLIPOLI IN 1915
Seymour Wickens from Station Road, son of
tobacconist Reuban Wickens and one of three
brothers, joined the East Kent Mounted Ritles with his
brother Reg in 1915 and they both went to Gallipoli.
Towards the end of 1915 he wrote home to his parents
describing his situation there and this appeared in the
East Kent Gazette dated February 26th 1916.
Afier starting from Liverpool we were not supposed
1o stop wntil we reached Lemnos but while in mid
ocean we sighted two small rowing boats which
afterwards we found out were lifeboats with French
sailors in them. who had been torpedoed. We stopped
to pick them up and about an howr afterwards we were
chased by a submarine and were supposed to have
been fired at. Of course evervbody was on deck with
lifehelts after hearing the alarm which was enough to

Srighien anybody, and it was only the skilful way in

which the captain of the ship turned round and headed
in the opposite direction to which we were going that
saved us. At night we twrned back, and I think we must
have gone about 25 or 26 knots an hour. The next day
we reached Lemnos and stayed on the boat for seven
davs. Then we got off on to smaller boats and went to
Cape Helles at night where we landed. We had to
mareh the matter of a mile or two when we found
aurselves in the thivd line of trenches with bullets
whistling over owr heads. That was our first
experience of active service. About a week afterwards
we went into the firing line for three davs and T think
we had about five killed and wounded. B I must say
this, the Turks are very fair fighters. It is not owing to
the Turks unfairness that we had such a rough time; it
was owing to the rough ground and the hard work to
wel water and food. You could hear nothing else but
the cry for water all day long. If we got a bottle fudl,
we had to hide it up and sav nothing about it,
otherwise we would get a crowd round us asking for a
drink and get none owrselves.

We used to have spells in and out of the trenches in the

firving line for fourteen days, and out for what was

supposed 1o be a rest for fourteen dayvs; bui the rest
was jolly hard work, either digging new trenches or

making roads during the day and unloading
provisions during the night.

Wherever we went we had to make owr own dug outs
with the sky as a roof. I remember one night it rained
and everybody was washed out with evervthing

floating down the gully. The next day one chap I know,

he comes from Gillingham, was walking abour with a
towel rownd him while his clothes dried. As for shells,
we could not walk abowt anywhere without having a
shell drop somewhere near us, and, of course, we had
to hob down anvwhere to get out of the way. Once
Jolwny Turk gave us forty two hours to shift one of
our hospitals, because he thought we were landing
troops and food under cover of it, so. of course, that
was anather job for us because he was dropping shells
a hit too close to be healthy. On another occasion e
gave us seventy two hours to get away from Cape
Helles: if not he was going to blow us off. but instead
the British destrovers from the sea and the heavy guns
on hand gave Johany a warm time.
When the seventy two hours were up we thought
Johnny Turk was short of rations so we sent him
across some “ivon rations” if vou know what I mean -
a few bullets and one or two big shells to go on with.
I think I must now finish up as you will get sick of
reading, but one thing I want to sav is that nobody
except those who have been there to see will ever
know what the men have been through in the
Dardanelles.”
Shortly after this letter was written trooper Seymour
Wickens got shot in the wrist and was evacuated to
hospital in Malta but he did rejoin his regiment after
his recovery and later saw action in Palestine and
France. Both brothers survived a short period on the
Western Front then returned to Rainham where they
lived out the remainder of their lives.
David Wood
JOINING VOICES!
Saturday May 9th, 7.00pm
Britannia Theatre, Dickens World, Dockside
Featuring the Harmonious Hands & Voices of
Gillingham Male Voice Choir
Kingfisher Singers, Marlowe Singers
Rainham Ladies Choir, River Voice
and Vision Signing Choir
Tickets £10 from joiningvoices.tickets@hotmail.com
07816 159668 or 07979 693205
In aid of Help for Heroes

*+ TREE MANAGEMENT
» CHIFPING

e LINDSA

*+ MULCH

+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

Far all your Plumbing Services "p

Rggﬂ'f:'lﬂ HELP is on its way
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
POWER FLUSHING

%2 LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




CITY & GUILD TRAINED.EN

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ftc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday 1o Saturday Tam to Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

GINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey Dip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk f www.theresaelsey.co.uk

- ‘CARPENTRY » DECORATING » PROBLEM SOLVING + DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE » FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING .

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Raise money for S5t Margaret's Church
Recycle old printer cartridges and toners
Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World purchase these empty containers
for refill - not landfill.

D)./ Builders &
/1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS « GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING + GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

_Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-KentME8 7TNJ

DAVID WHITE
BOILERCARE

* Member of Gas Safety Register
+ All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Satety Reports
+ Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
+ 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

'Window Fix Direct

l
|
{]
|
|
|
i
|
|

WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL COMMERCIAL
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

Cinv & Guilds /
TOPQUALITY AT COMPETTTTTVE
RATES
MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mabile 07961 839328

No job too small

Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

Institute o Carpenters

Digital Hearing Aids

Do you have windows. from only £399

« Local Family Business
« Personal service in the
comfort of your home
+ Free demonstrations

+ After sales service

(01634 789025 /07950 761061
www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Fair Trade

VISA Call 01634 848441

now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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April 16th - 18th — Copacabana, Three Towns Theatre
Company, Brook Theatre, Chatham, 7.30pm, Sat
Matinee 2.30pm, Tickets £13, concessions £11, Family
of 4 (max. 2adults) £44, Box Office - 01634 338338

April 18th - Rainham South Councillors Surgery,
Parkwood Community Centre 10.00 am - 12 noon. No
appointment necessary.

April 18th - Table-Top Sale, Hempstead Village Hall,
Hempstead Road (behind All Saints' Church), 10.00am
- 2.00pm, Tables are £10 contact 01634 377177, or
email davidwilliamfuller@gmail.com

April 18th - The Kingfisher Singers, An Evening of Light
Musical Entertainment, St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham, 7.30pm, In aid of Pancreatic Cancer, Tickets

£7.50 from Church office, Mrs G Tomlin (11634 232665

or tor £8 on the door, Refreshments included, Raftle.

April 18th - 5th Annual Barn Dance for The Kent Air
Ambulance, 7.00 — 10.30pm, Millennium Centre,
Rainham, Buffet Supper, Raffle, Bring your own
drinks, Tickets £10.50 from Mary 01634 362415

April 18th — Quiz Evening, 7.30pm, Rainham Qasthouse.
admission £2.50, (£2 members) rolls available 60p
each, for details ring Maggi 01634 610391,

April 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Chris 01634
360270 chris.strachan(@live.com 10.00am, Rochester
Railway Station (outside main entrance) TQ747681

ME! 1THF fora 10 mile moderate walk from Rochester

to Wouldham and back, very steep climb to top of
Morth Downs, Pubs, cafes etc. at end.

April 19th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Lindsay Floyd and Margaret Norman 07743
702049 07780 517785 Hadlow park in village car park
GR636497 TN ORT for a 4.5 mile casy flat field
walk, a few gentle slopes, 4 gates and | stile, can be
muddy. Dogs allowed

April 19th - Bluebell Walk in the Woods, 10.00am -
12noon. A free ramble with the Ranger for all the
family. No booking needed. Cobtree Manor Park.

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trader

April 20th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham 8.00pm, ‘Barefoot in Burma’
illustrated talk by Betty & Tony Mitchell, New
members welcome, £2 per visit includes refreshments,
for details ring Sue 01634 230639.

April 21st - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45pm £3.50,
The Medway Living Landscape +AGM - Alison
Ruyter, Walks see www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

April 21st - GHS Floral Art Group, *St. George’s Day’ —
tapestry style bowl arrangement, (see 7th April).

April 21st - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 7th April).

April 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike,
10.00am commuter car park just north of Bredhurst
TQ799629 MEE OLU for a 6.5 mile leisurely walk.
Bring picnic lunch, Pub at end.

April 22nd - RainARA, 442 Club, Featherby Road,
Rainham, AGM, Members only, Details
kentsofkent@tiscali.co.uk or 01634 373596

April 22nd — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Charity Presentation,
for details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

April 22nd - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Bredhurst
Village Hall, Daniel Denness Hllustrated Talk - ‘Hardy
Orchids’, New Members Welcome, Ring 01634 233554

April 22nd - Gillingham Horticultural Sncu.l\ 7.15pm,
United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham. lan Currie the "Weatherman" Talk
‘How Weather affects gardening and our daily lives®
£2, £3 non members, details 01634 852519

April 23rd - Hempstead Leisure Club, “Titanic™”
lan Porter (see 2nd April).

April 23rd - Wigmore Thursday Club, Being a
Professional Toastmaster, Phil Shorthouse (see 2nd
April).

April 24th — Medway Geographical Society, Byron Road
School, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm *The Weather in
Kent” — Bob Ogley, All welcome, 01634 362683,

April 25th - Bird Spotting for Beginners, 8§.00 — 10.00am,
A free guided session for adults and older children.
Booking required on 07870 988 128. Sorry, no dogs.
Cobtree Manor Park, Forstal Road, ME20 TAE

Talk by

9th Ma 22nd May

tha eﬁatr Barn Dance ®
|[J_-.an-.nn 0 3:30pm ) 7pm *

(L Calt Amanda on 07771 356732 for all enquiries %
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way, Rainham ME8 0BX

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting 8 Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Loeal Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS UTTERS

ALL RE f

NO Jt

Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
= 01634 372411

~ I:EI-/\ 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MEB 8NS

Security Installation
and Maintenance

* CCTV & Intruder Alarms
+ Fire Alarms

t 01634 387762
m 07711 082415

Total Security Services

= Access Control
* Automated Gates/Barriers

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free qguote.

¥4 Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

DOMESTIC
Domestic Installer
KITCHEN

II“UI‘:E
ANDY SHEPHERD DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

— Kitchens
ey Bedrooms Fair Trader
Association Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Website: www.linwoodhe.com Li nwo od
Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Maobile: 079 0550 7338 Est. 1982

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Convevancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
Contact us or pop in for a compelfitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enguiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 _

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services

Faths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.

Odd Jobs and much more Na job too small

Prompt and Reliable Service]
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April 25th - Spring Craft Fair, St. Margaret's Church,
Lower Halstow, 2.00 - 4.00pm, wide selection of local
crafis, Refreshments available

April 25th & 26th - Music and Drama Festival, Rochester
and North Kent The Pilkington Building, University of
Kent, Chatham Maritime, Chatham, ME4 4TB Tickets
to spectate, £7.50 for all-day admission 01634 316677

April 25th & 26th - BWAG Bluebells & Cream Tea
Weekend, 2.00pm each day shorter and longer walks
available. Tickets £7 per person (under 16 free) not
available on day, call Vanessa Jones 07813 785940 or
bwag(@ vanessajones.plus.com

April 25th ~ Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 11th April).

April 26th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Len 01634
319391 lenbeadle@blueyonder.co.uk, 10.00am, Yew
Tree Inn, Sandling TQ757584 ME143DB for a 4 mile
leisurely circular walk via Boxley, 7 stiles, fairly flat,
Pub midway, Pub at end with lunches.

April 26th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Gill Smith 01622 710569 07999 858981,
Frittenden, park on road near Village Hall GR&14409
For a 5 mile easy walk via Sissinghurst Castle with
some stiles. Dogs allowed

April 27th - Monday Hub, (see 13th April).

April 27th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 13th April).

April 27th — Rainham Wives, ‘Lola Montez, 19th Century
Adventures” talk by Dr Ann Kneif, (see 13th April).

April 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Peter/Ann
01634 718895, 10.00am Village Hall, Hodsell Street
near Green Man Pub (off the Gravesend/Wrotham
Road) TQ625630 TNI5 7LE for a 4 mile casy walk
The highlight will be the Bluebells all being well! Pub
at end with lunches available.

April 30th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service, (2nd Ap).

April 30th - Hempstead Leisure Club, New Age Curling,
Bocchia, board games, tea and chat (see 2nd April)

April 30th - Rainham & District Dolls® House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, Rainham, Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

May 2nd — 30th - Art Exhibition, Wigmore Library by
members of Rainham Art Club

May 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Ade 01634
306405 adeballard@yahoo.co.uk, 10.00am, Yalding
village by the war memorial junction of Vicarage Road
and the High Street TQ699503 MEI8 6JA fora7
mile leisurely walk via the Greensand Way. One small
ascent otherwise fairly flat. Bring picnic lunch for
midway break. Pub at end with lunches.

May 4th - Reiki Kyokai (see 13th April).

May 5th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Design Ideas
from Visiting some British Gardens’ - Malcolm
Withnall, (see 7th April).

May 5th - Rainbow Whist Drive (see 7th April).

May 5th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘Beneath the Waves®
Seascape petite arrangement, (see 7th April).

May 7th - Wigmore Thursday Club, English Concertina,
Sandra Sharp, (see 2nd April).

May 7th - Hempstead Leisure Club. Whist, board games
tea and chat (see 2nd April)

May 8th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History Society
AGM, (see 10th April).

May 9th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, (see 11th April).

May 9th - RAMASES Newington Village Hall, 2.30pm,
Lecture Lucia Gahlin *The iconography and ideology of
Nefertiti and the Amarna Royal women’ Members £7,
Guests £9 Tickets at the door, ramasesnk@hotmail.com
or ring John Dewey 01795 472316 for details

May 9th - Rob Heron & The Tea Pad Orchestra, Applause
Rural Touring Scheme, 7.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hall,
Tickets £9 from Ann Keeble 01634 361263, Proceeds
to Village Hall funds,

May 9th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 11th April).

May 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Chris, 01634
360270 chris.strachan@live.com, 10.00am, Woodland
I'Tust free car park, Hucking Estate ME17 1QT (not
The Hook and Hatchet PH) for a 8.75 mile moderate
circular walk, some hills and one significant climb.
Bring picnic lunch for midway break, Pub near the end.

\ A
— A o -

Blinds, Shurters & Awninnges
Wooden & Aluminium Venetian, Roman,
‘Roller, Vertical, Velux & Conservatory Blinds,
Plantation Shutters and Awnings

We measure and fit at a flexible time to suit you

07842 155418

sunbeamblinds@yahoo.com

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc.
Single items from £14.95
Light demolition
Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435 /07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

Reflexology

Advanced Qualified Therapist

as featured in Kent Life magazine
Holistic Dead S ial

- Waxing s

Elaine Wheeler mar iR ART

Medway (01634) 379360
www.bodytalktherapies.co.uk

dllsl




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

PAINTING SOLUTIONS.

All painting outdeors, indoors and
any small jobs. Tidy and reliable.
Call Ayman on 07547 608 779.
NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
CLEANER - reliable& punctual
CRB checked. Vast experience
including the Elderly. 01634 261032
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
etc. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply
RUBBISH CLEARED

Cheaper than a skip

Mo job too small

Call David 07836 585911
Environment Agency Registered
MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service. To find out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons. AD.DIP.CP.
DIP.Hyp.CS.MHS.

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: ing, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis, sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.
No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5. Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648

SPARKLES Glitter PARTY .co.uk.
Girls” Pamper Parties 01634 376270
PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420,

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193
YOGA CLASSES / Mindfulness
Learn to work with body, mind &
breath. Improve posture & health.
Contact Evi on 01634 317463,
Website www. freed-om.co.uk

RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

k. prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315707766 980 732

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken, 01634 364985
079580 72928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet 1o bring back that New Look!
01634 350025/ 0771 430 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105 /07866 315 471

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Evervthing from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEOQ
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners®
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken, Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, chk:nu dwbn & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding. Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Gireen waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)
DENTURE REPAIRS,

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured - Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.

"UPVC specialist, 01634 871808,

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Comns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retumns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services

1 lam {with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.1. Wood. 01634 388187

DR » PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons, 19 years’ experience.

Roan I\‘.mu Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activitics, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL

Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Mectings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone (1634 364859,

NEVER MISS AN AF copy date
Download and print the free 2015
Action Forum Year Planner from
www.thenet.uk.net. It shows all the
copy and publication dates for 2015,

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by
Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps etc with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
M "lm *s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

FREE LISTINGS FOR LOCAL
businesses on www.thenet.uk.net
Click on the “Get Listed” button on the
front page.

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows [/ Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

GUILD COMMENDED FRAMER. EST 1992
WE LOVE A CHALLENGE...
YOU NAME IT WE FRAME IT!
ORIGINAL ART, PHOTOS, CROSS STITCH &
EMEROIDERY, FOOTBALL SHIRTS & MEDALS

01634 365050
WWW.FRAMEANDART.CO.UK

31 STATION ROAD
RAINHAM, KENT ME8 7RS

Lawn Care - Decking - Patiu: - Pa;hs ‘ 01634 262582
Fencing-D ti Bri
s Gl || AP Services RAINHAM
Frame & St LADY
DECORATOR
PICTURE FRAMING Lo

Spooner y" f

Apprenticeship served ‘9' 'Sp?
-
Fully qualified with "v

20 vears " experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
Na job too small - Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 233845
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

D Bishop & Son

Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars

All types of scrap
metal taken and
Recycled

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club
=
Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

IGARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

CDAT e Trader
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk

._.
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JOHN STYLES SUNBURST BOOKS
FLA T ROOFING 21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham

: Come and browse amongst our constantly
Strip & Re-felt changing selection of good quality used
: books, DVD’s Videos and Vinyl Records
All Work & Materials Guarar)teed Al at fantastically low prices
Also General Roof Repairs Good Local History area of brand
Free Written Quotation new books
MEDWA Y 374028 All profits suppaort St Margaret's Church, Rainham
= Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
l H __Ila]_lett’s Est 1971
P Plum‘blng & safe| y Bt pAVE oo
f* Heating Chris Hellett 8 ROOFING
e CENTRAL IIEATING REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT RODFS. NEW ROOES
Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS For free estimales telephone 01634 375069
01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

: NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
HOGWOOD Electrical Kitchen design and fitting
Extra lights, Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors il s
sockets, i B Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. gomerr: 7
fuse boafds oomesnc Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
& full rewires pomm L) All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
Call John of Wigmare Part P compliant 01634 260874 mob 077?8 380285
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819 f RENTSte hor Rainham

=

CRYSTAL =) FREE NO

i CHAWNER L] ]
1 CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD OBLIGATION 4 |&/HJEB P’aster’n |
CTVRENS QUOTATION |

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains . Tracks Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,

All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds . Awnings Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom

7001634 379822 Ag, |
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre F rader _ ]
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG - Mob: 07_8’97 498189 e
M. 07956 308531, E. sales@crystalcurtains.co uk, W. www.crystalcurtains co.uk Free Surveys & Quotes ]
Jn time of need ...
Funeral Directens PSATT ]
A private family owned and run business ﬁ
® 24 hour Personal Service * Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
* Monumental Masons * Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent ME8 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 SPW




