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Five ladies from the Rainham area travelled to India last November to assist at an
orphanage and school teaching the children English and maths. From left to right across the
back row are Natasha French, Sandra Colyer, Margaret Woolley, Marilyn Hodges and
Sophia French (three are related Grandmother, mother and daughter). Enthused by the
experience they are now fundraising to sponsor 2 young people to go to India and continue
the work. See page 9 for more information and details of a Quiz Night on March 28th.
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Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES
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Editorial

Several people have responded to the queries that
David Girling posed about Spekes Road in our
December edition. The ‘Brown Lady” had also been
seen at the Star Lane end of Spekes Road so she must
have quite an area to patrol. No explanation of who
she is or why she appears has yet come to light. The
second tale of a buried lorry has also been confirmed
it only by hearsay but one plausible response was
about a Farm with a small transport business which
stood opposite the end of Fairview Avenue and could
have been the site of this incident.

Far more documented and remembered is the cave. In
fact it seems that the area is riddled with them!
Pictures exist of Notman’s cave on land now occupied
by The Hazels, Wigmore (see page 47 of The Third
Book of Rainham). This extended for some distance.
The link road now separates this part of Wigmore
from Spekes Road and so would have destroyed any
underground workings during the construction. A
gentleman who was friends with a boy whose parents
owned the house with the cave in the garden thinks it
was probably a dene-hole as it was a deep hole with a
cave going off from the bottom. A younger boy was
persuaded to go down the cave with a candle and
reported that it got smaller and smaller finally ending
at a blank wall

Another reader emailed "Three deep holes existed in
the wood below Hinton and Glenwood Close. To my
knowledge possibly two still exist - definitely one

Concerts, Craft Markets and Quiz Nights, not to
mention of course the walks organised by our rambler
groups so please do read on and also get out to enjoy
the spririu weather whenever possible. We will see
you again in April — a week earlier then usual to avoid
the Faster weekend.

Correspondence

PASSION PLAY - EASTER 2015
Dear Editor,

The Parish of South Gillingham is promoting a
Passion Play to be performed on Parkwood Green,
Deanwood Drive, on Good Friday 3rd April. The Play
has been written by Geoff Hufton, will be directed by
Geoff Down and performed by 50 actors all from the
locality of Rainham. Members of the Territorial Army
are also involved and will form the Roman Legion as
well as assist with scenery handling! The major role of
Jesus will be taken by Chris Garwood a professional
actor, also from Rainham, who trained at the Rose
Bruford College of Theatre and Performance. His
most recent role has been as John in Openscript’s
production of Oleanna by David Mamet in Aylesbury
and Chris is currently creating and producing plays for
Kent schools through his own Boffo Theatre.

The Play covers the period between Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem and culminates with His crucifixion. The
dialogue will give some background as well as
providing a dramatic representation of the events that
took place.

This ambitious community project is hoped to draw
an audience of up to 2000, easily accommodated at
Parkwood Green.

Entry is free and the Play commences at 2.00pm and
will last for about 75minutes. The site will be open
from 1.30pm when the audience can meet and mingle
with the actors. Information will be provided about the
staging of the Performance (which will be “in the
round”) with details of South Gillingham Churches’
services where the story will continue to be told on
Easter morning.

does and is surrounded by very rickety fencing. One of We hope that your readers will join us for this event

the three was filled with cut down trees when
Glenwood Close was being built. A heavy machine
fell into it and the driver dropped beneath and almost
died because of the fumes from the engine”

Thank you everyone who responded.

Last month Joe Ennis visited Knole Park in his Nature
Notes. We have been asked to make it clear that only
the house is owned by The National Trust. The park
remains in the ownership of the Sackville family who
kindly allow access to the public. In the past some
areas of the parkland away from the house were
ploughed by tenant farmers.

Spring is really in the air, the sun is shining and the
sky is blue, still chilly but it is very tempting to
abandon all jobs inside and go out for a walk around
the orchards. We include plenty in our pages to
occupy your time this month from Art Exhibitions to

which we believe is the first of its type in Kent.
Further information can be obtained from Claire
Schofield the Play Administrator 01634 230423 or
email passionplay15@outlook.com
Kind regards, Paul Warren
Passion Play Promoter
MONDAY HUB
Dear Editor
We are writing to invite readers of Action Forum to
The Monday Hub which meets at St Paul's Church in
Parkwood, on Mondays 2, 16, 30 March and 13, 27
April{dates for the rest of the year will be in the Diary)
The Hub, now in its fifth year, is open from 10.00am -
12.30pm with light refreshments, (tea, coffee and hot
chocolate - all free), lively conversations about books
we've read, the day's news, what we've been doing,
There's an ongoing jigsaw. card and board games

such as UNO, Rummikub, Scrabble and more. For the
more active we have table tennis, boccia and kurling.
Some people drop in for a coffee and to read the paper
or to contribute food items for the Medway Food
Bank. We think it's a good way to start the week.
Come and meet us - if you are at home due to ill
health or retirement, when you've dropped children or
at school, before you go shopping in Parkwood or visit
the Health Centre. Everyone is welcome.
If you would like to speak to somebody before your
first visit to the Monday Hub, please phone Jill on
01634 230780. Come for a cuppa and make friends!

Yours sincerely

The Monday Hub Planning Team

ST MATTHEWS 50th ANNIVERSARY

Dear Editor,

May | take this opportunity to remind those who will
be joining us on Easter Sunday, 5th April, for the 50th
Anniversary of $t. Matthew's Church, Drewery Drive,
that the Service of Holy Communion will be at 10am
the celebrant being The Bishop of Rochester. This will
be followed by refreshments in the Community

Centre. If anyone has any photographs or mementos of

our early years to show, we would be pleased to have
them beforehand so that they can be mounted on our
notice boards. A suitable receptacle will be placed in
the Church from Sunday, 29th March (Palm Sunday).
Yours sincerely
Ninon and John Tice
01634 360633 email: ninandjon@btinternet.com

RAINHAM at WAR 1915
Dear Editor
How good to see my grandfathers mentioned in the
article “Rainham at War 1915° by David Wood. Alfred
Gulvin was master of the barge ‘Messenger’ which
had unloaded mines into the *Princess lrene” and just
cast off when the ship blew up. The barge was
damaged and sank. Grandad and the mate managed to
aet into the barge boat and row home to Otterham
Creek. My father was 6 years old and ran indoors
shouting to Grandma that his dad was coming along
the road with his head bandaged and bleeding. History
repeated itself when my father, Arthur, also survived
being blown up during the 2nd World War while
Captain of a fleet Minesweeper in the Mediterranean.
Yours sincerely
Roger Gulvin
156 Maidstone Road 01634 328704

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quahty Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

11 Energy efficient ‘A rated uPVC windows & doors
iIWhich?) Misted units replaced

Family run independent company
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 o 0?973 860369

Wapainred Covpany

RAINHAM at WAR in 1915
Dear Editor
With Reference to David Wood's Article, HMS Natal
was indeed lost in 1915 but not in the English Channel
and not as a result of enemy action. She sank at her
anchorage in the Cromarty Firth following a series of
internal explosions on 30th December 1915, The
enquiry attributed the cause of the explosions and loss
of the ship to unstable ammunition in the after
magazines. Some women and children were aboard at
the invitation of the captain watching a film show
when the explosions took place and sadly lost their
lives along with a great many of the ship's company.
HMS Hood was positioned across the southern
entrance to Portland Harbour and scuttled to deny
access to enemy submarines. Although the scuttling,
on 4th November 1914, did not go entirely to plan
there is no record of any resulting injury or loss of life
and the wreck is to this day [ believe popular with
recreational divers.

Best Regards,

Paul Dunn.

Email spdofedwin@aol.com
DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Rainham
Tufton Road
Pump Lane (Ashley Road to Railway)
Hempstead
Wildwood, Black Rock, Stalham, Coppice Court
Upchurch
The Poles. Church Farm Road, Forge Lane, part of
The Street
[f you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 (please
mention that you are calling about Action Forum) or
email aff@dthenet.uk.net

@Wavn Service Siafm .
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Diary 2015

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
aff@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 17th March

March 1st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet John Trebill 01634 244045 ASDA Kings Hill,
park near recycling area GR677554 for a 6 mile easy
fairly flat walk with some road walking, No dogs

March 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Graham
graham jenkinsonf@blueyonder.co.uk 07989 753278,
10.00am, Lower Upnor public car park TQ763713 ME2
4XB for a 10 mile moderate walk along the banks of
the Medway, Pub at end with lunches available.

March 2nd — 31st - Exhibition of Paintings by Local
Artists, Clive Bass, John Gilson & Ron Wiseman on
show and for sale in Rainham Library

March 2nd - Monday Hub, St Paul's Church, Parkwoaod,
MES 9PN, 10.00am - 12.30pm all welcome.

March 2nd — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens
Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alt Mondays
2.00 — 4.30pm, new members welcome, 01634 230500

March 2nd — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham 8.00pm, “Cats, Their Needs
and How They Communicate’ talk by Petra, New
members welcome, £2 per visit includes refreshments,
for details ring Sue 01634 230639.

March 3rd - Every Tuesday 10.00am — 2.00pm Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 01634 338191

March 3rd - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm
‘Helter-skelter’ — a datfodil spiral, New members
welcome, first visit free, no experience needed, details
Kaye Buss 01634 232998 or kayebuss@ btinternet.com

March 3rd - Every Tuesday 7.30 — 9.00pm and Wed
10.00- 11.30am healing is freely given, Details 01634
361117 The Centre, M2 Services, Farthing Corner,
Rainham www.thecentre-mindbodyspirit.co.uk

March 3rd - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, ‘A Year in
the Life of a Lawn” Roland Stevens, New members
welcome, ring 01634 366276 for details.

March 4th - Every Wednesday 10.00am — 3.00pm
Volunteers Task Day, Ranscombe Farm Nature
Reserve, Cuxton 01634 292062

March 4th - League of Friends, AGM, Seminar Room 2,
Post Graduate Centre, Medway Maritime Hospital,
7.30pm, all welcome, see equipment League purchased

March 5th - Every Thursday 10.00am - 2, 00pm
Volunteers Task Day, Darland Bank Nature Reserve,
Gillingham 01622 662012

March 5th - Wigmore Thursday Club, A return visit from
Mel Rees, St Matthew’s Community Centre, 2.00pm,
for over 50s, ring 01634 235507 for details.

March 5th - Hempstead Leisure Club. Make and Bake
event. Hempstead Village Hall behind the Church 2.00
-4.00pm. 01634 366907, New members welcome.

March 5th - Tai Chi Demonstration, 2.00pm, Lower

Halstow Memorial Hall, Free demonstration and talk by

David Landers and his wife Maria, ring 01795 844408

March 6th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday 9.45am —
I2Znoon to help people who have lost a loved one, join
us for a cuppa and chat ring Julic 01634 364309

March 6th - Lower Halstow Games Afternoon, 2.00
4.00pm, Memorial Hall, No joining fee, just £1.50 pp
includes drink and biscuits and a very warm welcome.

March 7th — RAMASES Newington Village Hall,
2.30pm, The Peggy Dewey Memorial Lecture by John
Dewey ‘A Fish not called Wanda® £7, Guests £9,
Tickets at the door, email ramasesnkf@hotmail.com or
ring 01795 472316

March 7th - Quiz Night, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall,
7.00pm, £5 per person, Bring your own nibbles and
drinks, details Ann 01634 377671

March 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Pete/Kate
07751 879003, 10.00am Camer Country Park, parking
free with toilets, near Sole Street TQ630669 DA13
0XU 5 mile leisurely walk, Pub at end with lunches

March 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Brian Gevaux 01634 235883 Scotney Castle car
park - free. 5.5 mile moderate walk, 1 steep climb,
fairly flat, some road walking, No dogs

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses

Beginners: March 10th, May 5th, June 9th
Improvers: May 6th, June 10th

Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

Gas salety checks

mstallation ol gas

clectric cookers.

A.C. Domestics
Landlord certificates.

Service, repar and

heating, boilers, lires, gas and

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
» TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS

* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a‘-roofing-services co.uk

central
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March 9th - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club Conceert,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30 —
10.00pm, Organist - Len Rawle, details ring Brian
Leonard 01634 234694

March 9th- Reiki Kyokai Led by Robert Jeftord, 8.00
10.00pm, Ramada Encore Chatham Historic Dockyard,
£12 per person, open to All, Booking Essential. For
details and book email kentreikishares@gmail.com

March 9th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening of cach month to help people still in
employment who have lost a loved one, join us for a
cuppa and chat ring Julic 01634 364309 for details

March 9th -~ Rainham Wives, “The Work of the Kent,
Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance’. by Sally, (Znd Mar).

March 10th - Rainbow Whist Drive, Bredhurst Village
Hall Hurstwood Road, 7.30pm A partner is not needed
and all whist players are welcome, 01634 610364

March 10th — Gillingham and District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, ‘Fuchsia Growing’ — Derek
Dexter and cuttings for Mini Show in July, for details
ring 01634 852519

March 10th - Medway Antique & Collectors' Club, St
George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 8.00pm,
Ophthalmic Antiques - Tim Bowden, visitors welcome.
medwayantiquespublicity | @ virginmedia.com

March 11th — Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch Village
Hall, 7.30pm, Demonstration *Wooden it be lovely” by
Robin White, for details ring 01634 864572 or see
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk

March 11th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm Village Hall, John
Weir — Funeral Director, visitors welcome, For details
ring 01634 389966

March 11th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Fund Raising, for
details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

March 12th - Hempstead Leisure Club, New Age
Curling, Bocchia, Board games ete. (see 5th March)

March 12th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Birthday Tea
with entertainment by Harmony, (see 5th Mar).

March 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21st - Death by Fatal Murder by
Peter Gordon, Rainham Theatrical Society, Curtain up
£.00pm, Box Office 0844 8793224 or on-line at
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

March 12th - Donn Barcott’s ‘Five 5 Live’, 44Two
Sports and Social Club, 8.30pmFeaturing Elaine Dyan

and Andrew Hawkes Magician, Admission £6 all
welcome, Details 01634 405037

March 13th — UPARA Monthly Meeting, Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, New
members welcome davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

March 13th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society www.grlhs.weebly.com Byron Road Primary
School, Byron Road, Gillingham, 7.15pm. ‘Old Views
of Medway’ - Colin Coe Visitors welcome for a small
charge details Ron Baker 01634 854982 or email
r.baker1234(@btinternet.com

March 14th - NSPCC Quiz Evening, Thamesview
Primary School, Rainham, 7.30pm, Tables of up to 8,
Tickets £7.50 (includes Ploughman Supper). Bring own
drinks and glasses, ring 01634 231003 or 01634 865286

March 14th - Brain Tumour Charity Quiz, 7.30 -
10.00pm, Twydall Church Hall, ME8 6JU, Ticket £5,
Table 8 people, Free wine and nibbles, 01634 263622

March 14th - Old Barn Orchestra Concert, 7.30pm, St
Matthew’s Community Hall, Drewery Drive, Wigmore
MES ONY Tickets from 01634 376979 or 01795
843228 or oldbarnos@googlemail.com £10 in advance
and £12 on the door, under 16s £1, in aid of Demelza
Children’s Hospice.

March 14th — Instep Dancing, social dances, Rainham
School for Girls, Derwent Way, ME8 0BX, Ballroom,
Latin, Sequence, 8.00 — 11.00pm enquiries 01634
363738 or email s.collins02@btinternet.com

March 15th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Anne Bond and Pat Wells 07778 902866 07804
837155 East Malling Village Field car park off High
Street near railway bridge GR703569 ME19 6AJ. For a
5 mile moderate mostly flat walk through orchards and
woodland, could be muddy. Dogs allowed

March 15th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim
jimbush46@btinternet.com, 9.30am Barham main road
by the football pitch TR207499 TN CT4 6NX fora 13
mile moderate walk quite hilly, excellent views along
the Elham valley. Bring a picnic, lunch stop in Elham.

March 15th - Dog First Aid 10.00am - 1.00pm A unique
UK course complies fully with Veterinary Surgeons
Act 1966 www.dog-first-aid.com details 01634 361117
The Centre, www.thecentre-mindbodyspirit.co.uk

March 15th - Volunteer Task Day, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, meet new people,
Ring 01634 338191 for details.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

® TV Acrials/Freesat
Systems Installed
e [ixtra TV/SKY Points
e TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances set up

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582
AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

situated in a quiet rural Location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant
bwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided,

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Michol

Telephone: 01634 235032}
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com
Web: www.whiskerslodge.comy




I A D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

CHARTERED ACTOLNTANT:

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, Accounts

Kent MES 7EG s Tax

Tel: 01634 375222 *  Book-kecping

Fax: 01634 37131 *  Payroll

E Mail: admina jadaccountants.co.uk = Audit
www_jadaccountants.co.uk = Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877
boilertechservices@btinternet.com

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts il

QudiTied technician. Reler ences available

DOITAU hone improvementsibondymon

Bathrooms » Clackrooms e Kitchens #Tiling  Radiators
Sockets » Fooring # Lighting » Blinds
Small jobs welcome!
Call Rob now for a free estimate!

01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doit4u.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG =
BRYANT S
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS
A1 RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321
T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Flastering, Laminated Flocring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmare—Est 15 years

MNon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Body Treatments Reflexclogy — Bridal
Mew Geleration Manicure & Pedicure Massage
Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting — VL lashes
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guitering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

<. Bookings Only .........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre frips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with.
Bowen Therapy, NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk

RAINBOW WHIST New Group
Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood Road
Tuesdays 10th & 24th March, 7.30pm and then
every other Tuesday throughout the year. A partner
is not needed and all whist players are welcome
Contact Julia Wales 01634 610364 for more details.
DEATH BY FATAL MURDER by Peter Gordon
A hilarious murder/mystery spoof
Rainham Theatrical Society
March 12.13.14.19.20.21 Curtain up at 8.00pm
The infamous Defective Inspector Pratt is once again
at large at Bagshot House™ where mayhem ensues.
This Agatha Christie spoof has all the ingredients of
a Murder Mystery, a comedy thriller, filled with
characters that put Pratt’s detective work to the test.
UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL with Keith Jack
Sunday 29th March, Curtain up 7.00pm
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line at
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Gillingham & Rainham www.grlhs.weebly.com
Byron Road Primary School, Gillingham
Friday 13th March, 7.15pm,
‘Old Views of Medway” - Colin Coe
Visitors welcome for a small charge.
For further information contact Ron Baker
01634 854982 or email r.baker]234/@btinternet.com

OLD BARN ORCHESTRA
Saturday 14th March, 7.30pm
St Matthew’s Community Hall, Drewery Drive,
Beethoven’s Symphony No 8, Prokofiev’s Classical
Symphony, Mozart’s Overture Idomeneo, Hummel’s
Trumpet Concerto: Soloist Keven Ashman
Conductor: Bryan Gipps Leader: Wendy Cochran
Tickets £10 in advance, £12 on door, under 16s £1
from 01634 376979 or 01795 843228 or
oldbarnos@googlemail.com
In Aid of Demelza Children’s Hospice.

[ 4 y Neat Feet 4 .’

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nalls
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:

01634 322591

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

NSPCC QUIZ EVENING
Saturday 14th March, 7.30pm
Thamesview Primary School, Bloors Lane, Rainham
Tickets £7.50 (includes Ploughman Supper).
Tables of up to 8
Bring own drinks and glasses
Telephone 01634 231003 or 01634 865286

THE WIGMORE LECTURES
Wigmore Library, Fairview Avenue
Tickets £3.75. Booking 01634 337799
Wednesday 1 8th March, 8.00pm
Hattie Ellis - Spoonfuls of Honey
Honey is a magical food and bees help keep the
planet alive. Foodwriter Hattie Ellis dips into her
collection of 100 pots from around the world to tell
the story of honey and the honeybee.
REFLECTIONS
St. Mary’s Church Choir & Upchurch Choral Soc
Music and Readings for Eastertide
Good Friday 3rd April, 7.00pm
St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch
Admission free.

Donations to the Wisdom Hospice.

MACMILLAN CRAFT FAIR

Saturday 16th May

A Craft Fair is being held on 16th May 2015 from
10.00am - 12.30pm, on the ground floor of the
Millennium Centre, Rainham. Tables are £10 each
with all proceeds to Macmillan Cancer Support.
Please call Jean Mardel on 01634 388111 or Jean
Higgins on 01634 233930 to book a table.

EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS

by Local Artists, Clive Bass, John Gilson

& Ron Wiseman will be on show & For Sale

in Rainham Library between 2nd & 31st March 2015

- .‘ M oo g
J % g PP F
o6 Grtrwined
# - Wedding Fayre
2y 18th April 2015 10am - 3pm »
Various Bridal Suppliers plus Hair & Beauty

demos & Live Music throughout the day

For more information contact Amanda on 07771356732
Rainham School For Girls, Derwent Way, Rainham MEB 0BX

EY
ASTER o
LARMS @
FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS
Alarms—CCTV—-Access Control

www.masteralarms.com  FRiir Trader

mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JANUARY/FEBRUARY
For family reasons, my wife and I visit Brighton fairly
regularly. John Betjeman was quite fond of the place.
“The best looking seaside town in Britain™, he once
wrote. However, for me, the main attraction of the city
is its elm trees and, in winter, its roost of starlings,
rather than its architecture. It is estimated that 25
million elm trees were lost, in the 1970s and early
1980s, to Dutch elm disease. Fortunately, some 17,000
elms remain in the streets and parks of Brighton and
Hove. Many were planted in Victorian and Edwardian
times by the municipality and Huntingdon elms are the
commonest trees growing in the streets. Fortuitously,
this tree is one of the species that is most resistant to
Dutch elm disease. Brighton and Hove’s elm trees
have survived the disease, which is carried by a beetle
from tree to tree, in part because the City is bounded
by the sea to the south and the largely treeless South
Downs to the north and partly because of the
Council’s policy of felling and disposing of infected
trees as quickly as possible.

On our journeys to Brighton, we have our first sight of
the long line of the hump-backed South Downs soon
after reaching the end of the M23. In due course, the
London to Brighton Road (the A23) climbs onto the
Downs through the gap between Wolstonbury Hill
and Newtimber Hill. The former, covered in short,
chalk grassland, rises steeply and dramatically above
the Sussex Weald. A hanger of trees cling to the
equally precipitous northern slope of Newtimber Hill.
Once past Pyecomb, the A23 continues down a long,
dry valley that leads to the sea. It passes through
rolling, down land fields of wheat, sheep and beef
cattle, until it reaches the edge of the built-up city at
the one-time village of Patcham. Very soon the road
skirts Preston Park, in which can be found the Preston
Park Twins, two magnificent English elm trees. The
farming landscape was once full of these heavy,
fulsome, towering trees, which have been
immortalised in paintings by both Constable and
Turner. The Twins are as much as 400 years in age.
They are the oldest elms in this country and perhaps in
Europe. They are massive in girth and hollow, their

cavities are blackened by a harmless fungus. The eggs

of the white letter hairstreak buttertly are laid on the

leaves of the Twins. In July, newly hatched butterflies

can usually be seen, as silver specks, tumbling in the
sunshine and circling around the tops of the trees.
Following an afternoon tea, family members and |

walked to Brighton Pier, arriving at 4pm, in order to
witness the appearance of flocks of starlings. The sun

was low in the sky, behind a small area of cloud,

leaving a yellow glow above the sea. The West Pier,

on which starlings used to roost before it was reduced

to a blackened, iron skeleton, stood out in silhouette in

the distance. We did not have long to wait before i
groups of starlings began to arrive from all landward
directions. They would merge into larger flocks,
which would then twist and turn in perfect unison.
After a while, some birds broke away from the flocks
and swooped under the pier in order to roost on the
supporting iron framework. Birds were still arriving
at the pier as a red sun disappeared below the horizon
at 5.15pm, but the large aerial displays had almost
come to an end. The Brighton starlings have flown
from parks, playing fields and pastures as far as 20
miles away, where they had fed on worms and grubs
of larvae such as leather jackets. Resident starlings
have been outnumbered by flocks of birds from
northern and eastern Europe that over-winter here.
The airborne displays over, we walked up one side of
the pier and down the other. We could hear, through
the gaps in the planks of the walkways and even
above the loud music of the amusements on the pier,
what must have been thousands and thousands of
starlings chattering to each other. Television pictures
from Aberystwyth Pier, transmitted during a BBC TV
Autumn Watch programme of a few years ago,
showed starlings jostling for the best positions under
the Welsh pier. The birds took some time to settle
down but became vocal and restive again towards
dawn. They were clearly adhering to the old adage that
it is the early bird that catches the worm because, once
there was enough light to enable them to see their way
out of the roosting site, the television pictures showed
that they began to leave. They did so in the manner in
which they arrived, that is, in waves which flew in
different directions. Joe Ennis

124 Hour Service (No call out charge)
[Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
[Domestic and Commercial Work
Il Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
O A.P. Discounts
o call today for a great deal, peace of|
ind and security

hone Brian 01634 351244
obile: 07775 423744

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE, 24 hour call out

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Fair Trader 44634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Owner FAB trained
Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate
up ta four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment anty please

www catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 016 BG2

TAURUS LOCKS | [MEDWAY PLUMBING| [Boarding 77 1, |
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve Catfgl'ly..ml TR \ l
Taps Repaired/ Replaced jnatural 4

WIGMORE MADS’ CONDUCTOR

The Wigmore MADS (Music & Drama Society) are
looking for a new musical director / conductor. MADS
meet every Thursday at St Matthew’s Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore and perform at the
same venue usually three times a year. The choir
currently has approximately 40 members (ladies and
gents) with mixed abilities, who enjoy singing in
unison, two, three and four part harmony.

The ability to read music and a basic knowledge of
music theory are essential together with some
experience of singing in a choir of any sort. However,
previous experience of leading a choir is not essential
as long as you are confident with a sense of humour
and plenty of enthusiasm.

Please call Jackie on 01634 379740 for further
information.

SHEILA RUSTED 1931 - 2014

Sadly we learnt of the death of Sheila Rusted at the
end of December. Many will remember Sheila for her
lifetime of service at Twydall Junior School and also
as Captain of 1st Rainham Guide Company for over
thirty years from the 1950s,

Sheila was born in Sittingbourne but her father was
killed in an accident before she was two and in 1939
she and her mother moved to Sheerness to be closer to
her maternal family. In 1940 together with her school
friends she was evacuated to Wales for the next three
years. After an initial first night in Wales which did
not go well Sheila was billeted with Mr & Mrs Smith.
Mr Smith was the schools headmaster and this happy
time resulted in a life long relationship with “Uncle
and Aunty’ and was her inspiration to become a
teacher.

On moving to Rainham Sheila took a position at
Twydall School becoming head of English and Maths
at various times, taking extra qualifications to excel at
these tasks. During this time Guiding was another long
term love and she diligently helped several
eenerations of girls as Captain of 1st Rainham
Company and also as a Commissioner.

Even in retirement Sheila continued to study
particularly teaching herself Latin and also continued
to help at the school until her health prevented this.
With help from very good friends and neighbours she
was able to stay in her home for as long as possible
and continued to receive support from friends at St
Augustine’s Church, Gillingham which she had

regularly attended for many years. It was here that her
funeral, for which she had prepared the service, was
held in January.

VOLUNTARY WORK WITH CHILDREN IN
INDIA

Five local women went to India last November
working in a school and orphanage. We felt privileged
to work with poor children helping them to learn
English and Maths. If they can speak English they
have a much better chance in life.

The school was in a rural area, the families,
uneducated farmers and labourers are below the
poverty line. Life is basic, there is no running water,
the children are encouraged to attend school by the
government with a free lunch. At the government
funded orphanage for boys aged between 6 and 18, the
government funds them for 9.5 months of the year but
they rely on voluntary contributions to make up the
difference.

We found the children were very happy to see us and
we enjoyed working with them, they were very keen
to learn and our time with them went very quickly. We
are trying to raise funds to sponsor 2 young people go
and continue the work.

We are consequently holding several fund raising
events, the first being a Quiz Night on Saturday 28th
March at St Margaret’s Junior School, starting at
7.00pm, supper is provided, the tables of 8 cost £7 per
person. Tables can be made up on the night. Tickets
are available from me, Sandra Colyer, 01634 362863,
We are also having an Open Garden in Hempstead on
20th June plus a later auction. If you have any items/
services that you could offer for the auction, we would
be extremely grateful, please contact me.

VOLUNTEER TASK DAYS
Weekly throughout the year volunteers meet to
undertake a range of tasks including maintenance
work at Country Parks and Nature Reserves
Every Tuesday 10.00am — 2.00pm
Capstone Farm Country Park, 01634 338191
Every Wednesday 10.00am — 3.00pm Ranscombe
Farm Nature Reserve, Cuxton 01634 292062
Every Thursday 10.00am — 2. 00pm
Darland Bank Nature Reserve, Gillingham
01622 662012
All are welcome to come and help.

» TREE MANAGEMENT
* CHIPPING

e LINDSA

» MULCH
« FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

Far all your Plumbing Services ' z;‘
Rﬁg;;ﬂ HELP is on its way
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
POWER FLUSHING

“ LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday 1o Saturday 7am to Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

{_'I:I'Y' & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey nip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

D 6 Builders &
/ Decorators

EXTENSIONS + GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING + GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES 7NJ

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE

* Member of Gas Safety Register
« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING =

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance freeindex.co.uk

DECKING

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kitchen Solutions
“The kitchen you ahvays wanted at the price you want to pay™!
Complete Kitchens for vou, at Trade Prices, supplied & fitted.
We can provide fitted worktops only or a fitting only service,
Call us first for a firee consultation and firee design service now.,

Ask for Kevin on:
Mobile: 07964 798 139

1634 560499

WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

No job too small

Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
FXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS
GUENEFRAL COMMLERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE
City & Guilds /
TOPQUALITY AT COMPETTTIVE
RATES
MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mohile 07961 839328

Instituie of Carpeniers

'Window Fix Direct|
| Do you have windows
or doors that..
Don't
Have

ervatory roof leak?

101634 789025 / 07950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

+ Local Family Business
= Personal service in the
comfort of your home
+ Free demonstrations

» After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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March 16th - Monday Hub, St Paul's Church, Parkwood,

MES 9PN, 10.00am - 12.30pm all welcome,
March 16th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 2nd Mar).
March 16th

March 17th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,

Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45pm £3.50, Eat

in or Takeaway — Brian Nobbs. For Walks see
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

March 17th - GHS Floral Art Group, *St. Patrick’s Day” -

Table-top pedestal arrangement, (see 3rd Mar).

March 18th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Bredhurst

Village Hall, Brian Everest, Hlustrated Talk - *Sweet
Peas’, Spring Show- Judge Mr G Chilmaid, New
Members Welcome, Ring 01634 233554 for details

March 18th - The Wigmore Lectures, Wigmore Library,

Fairview Avenue, Tickets £3.75, Booking 01634
337799, 8.00pm, Hattie Ellis - Spoonfuls of Honey

March 19th - Rainham Women's Institute 1.45 - 4.00pm,

Members Meeting, Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley

Road, Rainham. Visitors welcome for small entry

charge per visit, Ring 01634 366276 for details.
March 19th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Paint a

Landscape in 45 minutes, Mike Chantry, (see 5th Mar).

March 19th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
games tea and chat (see S5th March)
March 20th — Concert, St Mary’s Church, Newington,

Philharmonia Chamber Ensemble, 7.30pm, Tickets £12

from 01795 842478 or laneatbordeng@btinternet.com.

March 20th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club, 8.30pm,

Bobby Wellins/ Simon Spillett Quintet, £10,
Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743

March 21st — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm, Free entry, Stalls £5 from
carolef@cdadswell freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

March 21st - Rainham South Councillors Surgery,
Parkwood Community Centre 10.00am - 12 noon. No
appointment necessary.

Rainham Wives, ‘Celebrating 30 years of
Care” (Wisdom Hospice) talk Martyn Reeves, (2nd Mar

March 21st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group Meet
Stephen Manning 07551 712438 Len Valley Walk
Archbishops Palace Maidstone MELS 6YE. Fora 7
mile easy walk finishing at Leeds Church car park
MEI17 IRL Contact Stephen for details.

March 21st - Spring Fair, White Horse Pub 95 High
Street, Rainham, Tesco Retired Staff raising funds for
Alzheimer’s, 11.00am — 4.00pm, details Senga Harmon
07899 983126 or Carol Wooding 01622 741510

March 21st - Quiz Evening, 7.30pm, Rainham Oasthouse,
admission £2.50 (£2 members) rolls available 60p each,
for details ring Maggi 01634 610391

March 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet GeofT
07525 161766 geoff.rambler@me.com, 10.00am St
Nicholas, Church Road, Otham, Maidstone TQ789540
MEIS 8SB for an 8 mile leisurely walk, fairly flat via
Stoneacre and the Len Valley Walk.

March 22nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 Conyer, The Ship
PH limited parking GR962648 ME9 9HR. 6.5 mile
easy/moderate walk using Saxon Shore Way. No dogs

March 22nd - Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country
Park. 10.00am - 2.00pm, Get involved at the Country
parks by helping with some practical tasks on the site.
It’s a great opportunity to learn about the management
and meet new people, ring 01634 337432 for details.

March 23rd — Rainham Wives, Springtime Posies and
Poems, members evening, (see 2nd Mar).

March 24th - UPARA Coffee Morning, Upchurch Village
Hall, 9.30am — 12.30pm. Members £1.50, Guests £2,
New members welcome for details email Chairman
David Powell davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

March 24th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 10th Mar).

March 25th - RainARA, 442 Club, Featherby Road,
2.00pm. Talk on “Brought to book too - that’s life!” by
Mel Rees details Ray Kent 01634 373596
chrisandray kent@googlemail.com

March 25th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm In
House Spring Show & Social Evening, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham.
Members £2, Non Members £3 includes refreshments,
details phone 01634 852519,

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675 / 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modem Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trader

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS
01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATI \J(“S' Tu |N[1-[_EHD, 'OR
T

REF—AIR W ,RK UN[ ERTA KI N
5 5 D0 BIG
Youl Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit

01634 375129 - 07802 598300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
5 01634 372411

L ';:f 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES B8NS
msrauen (2] Domestic Installer

and Maintenance

= CCTV & Intruder Alarms

* Fire Alarms

= Access Control

* Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711 082415

Total Security Services

KITCHEN
DESIGNER LTD
Suppliers and Installers of Quality
Kitchens
Bedrooms
Bathrooms
Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Fair Trader

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Ll nwo°d

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Est, 1982

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway ?01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, praperty and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment Jnd Immigration.
Contact us or pop in for a competitive guote
Sacurday,’evemng appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

I UKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
(01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Pafio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made fo measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job foo small
Prompt and Reliable Service]
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March 25th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, A Year of
the Debutante - Barbara Stevens, (see 1 1thMar).

March 26th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Bon Marche Sale
(see Sth March)

March 26th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service and
Singalong, (see 5th Mar).

March 26th - Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, Rainham, Ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634
312038 for details.

March 27th — Medway Geographical Society, Byron Road
School, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm ‘Progress in
peoples’ Republic of Bangladesh® - Dr Nilufar Imam,
All welcome, contact 01634 362683,

March 28th - Craft and Table Top Market, Lower
Halstow Memorial Hall, 11.00am - 2.00pm, To book
atable call Kay 01795 844408

March 28th - Bamardo’s Charity Quiz Night, 7.00 for
7.30pm start, Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham, Tickets
£5 each, Tables of 6 — 8, Book in advance, Bring your
own Drink and Nibbles, Free tea, coffee and biscuits
I'ree Parking, Phone 01634 233405 or 01634 375486

March 28th — Quiz Night, St Margaret’s Junior School,
7.00pm, tables of 8, £7 per person supper provided, to
support a school in India, ring 01634 362863

March 29th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Mo Fleisig 07976 600393 Cowdeen Station,
Blowers Hill car park For a 5.25 mile moderate walk
with some stiles. No dogs

March 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet John
billingsje@blueyonder.co.uk, 07749 760788 10.00am,
Ightham Mote National Trust car park TQ384536 TN15
ONT for a 12 mile strenuous circular walk. Some hills,
could be slippery and muddy in places. Bring a picnic

March 29th - Up Close and Personal with Keith Jack,
Rainham Theatrical Society, Curtain up 7.00pm, Box
Office 0844 8793224 or www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

March 30th - Monday Hub, (see 16th Mar).

March 30th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 2nd Mar).

April 2nd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board games
ete. Tea and chat (see Sth March)

April 3rd - Passion Play, 2.00 — 3.15pm, Parkwood
Green, Deanwood Drive, Free entry, details 01634
230423 or e-mail passionplay15@outlook.com

April 3rd - St. Mary’s Church Choir & Upchurch Choral
Society, Reflections, Music and Readings for
Eastertide, 7.00pm, St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch,
Admission free. Donations to the Wisdom Hospice.

April 4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 Whitstable
Station, Railway Ave car park (£2.50)CT5 1LH , 5.5
mile linear coastal walk to Herne Bay, return by bus or
walk! Contact Stephen for details. Dogs allowed

April 5th - 50th Anniversary St. Matthew's Church,
Service of Holy Communion, 10.00am, Celebrant The
Bishop of Rochester, Details Ninon and John Tice
01634 360633 email ninandjon(@ btinternet.com

April 7th - Egg Art, Capstone Farm Country Park, 9.30
11.30am, Discover the large number of different eggs
created by Capstones birds to inspire your own egg
design this Easter, accompanied children aged 3 - 12
years. £3 per child, Ring 01634 338191 for details.

April 7th - Afternoon Dance, 2.00 — 4.00pm, 44two Club,
Featherby Road, Gillingham, All proceeds go to the
Alzheimers Society, £3.50 pay at the door, Drinks from
the bar, Mr EE W Grundy 01634 388053 for details.

April 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Spring Show,
(see 3rd Mar).

April 7th - GHS Floral Art Group, Imposed Night, (see
3rd Mar).

April 7th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 10th Mar).

April 8th - Family Busheraft, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 9.30 — 12noon and 1.30 — 4.00pm, for all the
family learning the basics of busheraft, f fire lighting to
whistle making, Suitable for adults and accompanied
children over 3 years old, £10 pp, Ring 01634 338191

April 8th - Family Birdwatching, Riverside Country Park,
1.00 — 2.30pm, Suitable for adults and accompanied
children over 5 years old, £3 pp Ring 01634 337432

L

sunbecam 5=
Blinds, Shurters & Awnrninges
Wooden & Aluminium Venetian, Roman,
Roller, Vertical, Velux & Conservatory Blinds,

Plantation Shutters and Awnings

We measure and fit at a flexible time to suit you

07842 155418

sunbeamblinds@ya hoo com

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc.
Single items from £14.95
Light demolition
Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

Reflexology

Advanced Qualified Therapist

as featured in Kent Life magazine
Holistic Dead ¢ ,d facials "
Waxing specialist

| Elaine Whee!er MAR IIR ART
Medway (01634) 379360
www.bodytaIktherapics.cq_._uk




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296.
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
CLEANER - reliable& punctual
CRB checked. Vast experience
including the Elderly. 01634 261032
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
ele. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply
RUBBISH CLEARED

Cheaper than a skip

No job too small

Call David 07836 585911
Environment Agency Registered
MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service. To find out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons. AD.DIP.CP.
DIP.Hyp.CS.MHS.

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts, sheds & gardens cleared.
Grreen waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses, Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,
LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vel appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5. Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648
SPARKLES Glitter PARTY .co.uk.
Girls® Pamper Parties 01634 376270

PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420,
ANDREW'S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

YOGA CLASSES / Mindfulness
Learn to work with body, mind &
breath. Improve posture & health.
Contact Evi on 01634 317463.
Website www.lreed-om.co.uk
RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very

reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
(79580 72928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025/ 0771 450 6996
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+. Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105/ 07866 315 471

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
GET SLIM FOR EASTER Slimming
World, Hempstead Infants School.
Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm. Call
370390 or 0774 226 1053,
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
hox to -\uuhnL your first E m‘nl

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,
RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.

Tor free quote Tel 07591 563 114
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher, 204+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cuiting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding, Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Mail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of vour home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (\\n"murc)

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician, Home collection &
delivery included, 01634 387824

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.
01634 370323 or 07817 825 8§59

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured - Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,

14

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails,
01634 361720,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If yvou have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Chureh, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I 1am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children’s and youth
work please see our website
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.1. Wood. 01634 388187
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons, 19 years™ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore - modemised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,

NEVER MISS AN AF copy date
Download and print the {ree 2015
Action Forum Year Planner from
wwiw.thenet.uk.net. It shows all the
copy and publication dates for 2013,

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by
Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps etc with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

FREE LISTINGS FOR LOCAL
businesses on www.thenet.uk.net
Click on the “Get Listed” button on the
front page.

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

Roofing Repairs/Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Fascias / Soffits / Guttering
Roof Windows/Skylights
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking

Call Nick: 07949 588464

Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork 01634 262582
RS Quiliifiad AP $ervices RAINHAM
Raise money for St Margaret's Church LADY
Recycle your old printer DECORA
cartridges and toners i ._:. tanon

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World purchase these
empty containers for refill
- not landfill.

Spooner ﬂ e
Apprenticeship served /" %\r

Fuily gualified with
20 years ' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken

Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs

Tel: 01634 233815
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

D Bishop & Son

Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars
All types of scrap
metal taken and
Recycled

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

-5

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

Gefion Dog Training Club | |

GARAGE DOORS
Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

CDATS e
01634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation
MEDWAY 374028
Mobile: 07810 583 882

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
books, DVD's Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices

Ink Cartridges Now in Stock

Good Local History area of brand new books
All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday

Hallett’s _
Plumbing & ‘séfe
Heating Chris Hallett

CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS NEW ROCFS

ror o st e 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them "all’

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, H
fuse boards oy S
& full rewires e 1]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

E.)-:tensions — Bathrooms — poors - —
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. somesnc (7]

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
Al types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

T FREE NO A 3 = .
D e o TR s i | |G DlaGt@rINg
A = I QuUOTATION ‘

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs ‘

Tel: 01634 379822
Maoh: 07897 498189

Taagn

Fair Trailer

T S
teritd

# 24 hour Personal Service
» Monumental Masons

Funenal Directors
A private family owned and run business

« Home visits if preferred
» Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW

d d, Gillingh EB 6
M: 07956 19353?_? s?::gc?',amc?lttl:jgofr‘hmwm ;Gsmcm.ns co.uk Free Surveys & Quotes J
Jn time of need ...
[SATEY

» Private Chapels of Rest -

» Horse Drawn Hearse available




