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Rainham High Street as those who are mentioned in David Wood’s article about the First World War
in 19135 (see page 9) would have known it. Manchester House, the home of Sid Rash who died on the
western front aged 24, is behind the shop blind at the extreme right hand side. The Chestnuts
mentioned as the former home of Brigadier-General Godby (wounded in action) is further down the
street towards Mierscourt Road and is now part of Longford Court. The Waterman’s Arms Public
House had by 1926 been converted to a private house for Vernon Watts the son of Robert Watts, a
pharmacist, who owned the chemist shop next door (left). The gas lights would soon be replaced by
modern electrie street lighting and the cobbled pavement by smoother paving stones.
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"HOTOGRAPH

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorné-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES
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Editorial

This is the time of year when we should be able to get
our affairs in order. Short days mean gardening time is
restricted and the longer gaps between editions of
Action Forum allow no excuse for ignoring all the
tidying up of computer files, sorting the accumulated
paper mountain and preparing for the coming year.
One job is to review our finances and | am happy to be
able to tell you that Action Forum has again been able
to donate to three charities. The money is saved by
relying on volunteers to distribute to your homes
instead of paying a commercial organisation. We are
extremely grateful to these hundred or so willing
helpers who trudge the streets each month bringing
Action Forum to your front door. If you see someone
in your road clutching a bundle and you appreciate
their efforts please do have a few kindly words telling
them so — it makes the job all the easier knowing you
are valued. The volunteers should be proud of their
efforts as since September 2000 when we resumed
asking for help a gigantic £38,550 has been donated to
charity. This month St Margaret’s Church. Rainham,
The Parish of South Gillingham and this year for the
first time “Tools with a Mission” have each received a
cheque for £2000. If you have not come across the
Tools charity their blurb states *We colleet unwanted
tools together with sewing machines (manual or
electric) and knitting machines. After refurbishment
items go to Africa to help individuals stari their own
business and so support their family.” Obviously even
though the items are donated considerable costs are
involved from the collection and repair to transporting
the items abroad. I am sure you will agree this is a
eood use of the money from Action Forum. If you
have any unwanted tools our local collector is Mr Rod
Butcher and he can be contacted on 01634 571647,
Full of New Year Resolutions 1 actually managed to
turn out one cupboard that had been festering for some
considerable time! This naturally resulted in a visit to
Courtney Road to get rid of the accumulated rubbish.
Much of the junk was paper and cardboard and it was
only when [ finally found the right hopper that |
realised the site must surely have been designed by
men. At five foot four I do not think of myself as
particularly short but it was all but impossible for me
to heave the weightier bundles into the skip, it was
way above my comfort zone. Fortunately a kind
gentleman helped. Workmen are often stationed

beside the general waste hopper and they do help
throw the heavy stull away but would it be too much
to ask to have a step in front of the other containers
that loom up above us.

Laster this year falls on the first weekend of April.
This would normally be an Action Forum distribution
date. In order to avoid any problems we are bringing
the publication dates of both the March and April
copics forward by one week to February 28th for
March and March 28th for April. Please be aware if
you are planning an event in the spring I will need
copy carlier than usual, For the remainder of the year
we revert to our normal first Saturday of the month
publication date.

Already the days are getting longer and with the mild
weather a hint of spring is in the air so do have a very
zood month and we will be here again in March.

Correspondence

RAINHAM WAR MEMORIAL
Dear Editor,
As an ex sailor myself, | was disappointed to read the
letter from Mr Tim Stopford in last months Action
Forum and in particular his comments on the Rainham
War Memorial.
The number of local people, young and old, who
attend the Memorial Service has increased year on
year, this vear was outstanding with a packed St
Margaret's Church and an equally packed A2 outside.
As to moving the Memorial, there is the issue of the
Church Wall being possibly Grade [ listed and the fact
that there are graves immediately behind the wall and
memorial itself which would prevent any move there.
The memorial itself stands proudly in the centre of
Rainham being viewed from both the A2 and Station
Road, 1 cannot think of a more perfect place for it
| have attended the services over many years and
cannot remember one instance of noise affecting the
service, Medway Police are always in attendance and |
cannol remember any instances with motorbikes.
There have been a couple of occasions where
ambulances have been allowed through but this is of
course taken into account in the arrangements between
the Church, Council and the police.
The Church has also invested in a new speaker system
to ensure that everyone in the large congregation can
hear clearly.

With kind regards

Councillor Mike O'Brien
THE BRAIN TUMOUR CHARITY
Dear Editor
A very big thank you to everybody who attended and
helped to make the September Songs Concert a very
enjoyable evening. The event raised £600, £500 will
be given to the Brain Tumour Charity and £100 to
CWLTI a charity supporting children with life
threatening illness. Next event a quiz on March [4th.

Thank you
Olwen O'Dowd

CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
Medway Asthma Self-Help (MASH)
Tickets £5, teams of up to eight

Friday 23rd January, 7.00 for a 7.30pm start

Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham MES 9PN
All drinks must be bought at the bar. You are welcome
to bring snacks. Free parking.
To reserve a space or for more information
telephone 01634 855844

or email medwayasthmaselfhelp@btconnect.com

ART EXHIBITION
John Austin is holding an art exhibition entitled
‘Betwixt Land and Sea’ featuring Watercolour and
Crayon drawings at Rainham Library during February
and at Walderslade Library in March during the
normal opening hours. All pictures are for sale.

TAI CHI CLASS
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall Committee
Every Thursday. starting from February 5th we are
considering holding a weekly
Tai Chi class for any ability 2.00 - 3.00pm
£5 per person per class
Ring Kay 01795 844408 if you are interested
LADIES PAMPER EVENING
Medway Asthma Self Help (MASH) is holding a
Ladies Pamper Evening at Gillingham Golf Club on
Friday 13th February from 6.00pm. Tickets are £3 in
advance or £4 on the door. Come along and indulge in
a range ol pampering treatments including massage,
reflexology and manicure from as little as £5 per
treatment (payment direct to stall holders).
To pre-book entry tickets or if you are interested in
having a stall please contact us on
medwayasthmaselfhelp@btconnect.com
or ring 01634 855844,

SNOW WHITE & THE SEVEN DWARFS
Pantomime by Alan P Frayn
Gillingham Dramatic Society
Directed by Debbie Brennan

February Half Term
Thursday 19th — Saturday 21st February
2.00pm & 7.00pm
I'he Brook Theatre, Chatham
Prices £9 concessions £7
Family (4 Tickets) £30
Box Office 01634 338338
www.medwayticketslive.co.uk

SALMON WINDOWS

| Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
| Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
i
I

~ Energy efficient ‘A rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced |

1?-} Family run independent company

T |

| For advice and a very competitive quote call ftoanl 1
; 01634 363881 -- 07973 860369 """ |
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CRAFT MARKET
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre
Saturday February 14th, 9.00am — 12.30pm
Free entry to the public
Stalls include: greetings cards, decorative items,
jewellery, craft supplies, knitted goods, wooden
goods, novelty items, framed pictures, local pictures/
postcards, chutneys, crochet. baby blankets, bead
weaving, pottery, instant tombola and bespoke
personalised frames/messages, oil paintings,
artisan chocolates, original artwork.
Refreshment: tea/coffee, cake, biscuits and bacon rolls
Stalls £5 for 6' x 2' 3" table, book in advance
Email carole@cdadswell.freeserve.co.uk or ring
07779 366054 for more information

AFTERNOON CONCERT

Hempstead Village Fayre Group are organising an
afternoon concert in Hempstead Village Hall on
Friday, 20th February at 2.00pm. This will be our 4th
annual concert and we are very pleased that
"Harmony", a local group of singers will again be
entertaining us. Tickets are priced at £4 each which
includes tea & cake. Please contact Val Gorf for
tickets or further details on 01634 230214, or email
valeriegorfiwblueyonder.co.uk

CRAFT and TABLE TOP MARKET
Saturday 28th February
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall
Beginning at 10.00am to 1.00pm
Table at £6 each
Please call Kay on 01795 844408 for bookings

BRAIN TUMOUR CHARITY QUIZ
Saturday 14th March, 7.30 - 10.00pm
Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham MES 6JU
Ticket per person £5, Table 8 people
Free wine and nibbles
Free parking at Hall and Twydall Green
Contact Olwen 01634 263622 for tickets
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Diary 2015

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af(@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 17th February

January 17th - Quiz Evening, Rainham Oasthouse,
7.30pm, Admission £2.50 (£2 members) Rolls available
60p each, for details ring Maggi 01634 610391,

January 17th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 — 10.00pm, new and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner, for more
information call 01634 366189 or 388546

January 17th — Instep Dancing, social dances, Rainham
School for Girls, Derwent Way, MES 0BX, Ballroom,
Latin, Sequence, 8.00 — 11.00pm enquiries 01634
363738 or email s.collins02(@btinternet.com

January 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Simon and
Mandy simonellwood@hotmail.com, 10.00am, Cuxton,
White Hart Pub TQ713666 ME2 1AA for a 8.5 mile
moderate walk very loosely based on the Cuxton
Heritage Trail. Bring a picnic lunch for midway break.

January 18th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847
828249 Upper Upnor Public Car Park GR 756705 ME2
4XG, 6 mile easy walk, dogs allowed.

January 18th — Volunteer Task Day, Capstone Country
Park, 10.00am refreshments provided, 01634 338191

January 19th - Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens
Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alternate
Mondays 2.00 — 4.30pm, new members welcome,
details 01634 230500 '

January 19th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham 8.00pm, ‘Sunflower’ Beetle
Drive, New members welcome, £2 per visit includes
refreshments, for details ring Sue 01634 230639,

January 20th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45pm £3.50. A
Message from Martha — Mark Avery, for Walks see
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

January 21st - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Bredhurst
Village Hall, llustrated, Talk - ‘Pruning of garden Fruit
Trees & Shrubs’, Hyacinth Show, New Members
Welcome, Ring 01634 233554 for details

January 22nd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, whist,

tea and chat Village Hall behind Church 2.00 — 4.00pm.
Details ring 01634 366907 new members welcome

January 22nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, Shipwrecked,
Brian Biggs, St Matthew’s Community Centre, 2.00pm,
for over 50s, ring 01634 235507 for details.

January 23rd - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday 9.45am -
12noon to help people who have lost a loved one, join
us for a cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634 364309

January 23rd - Charity Quiz Night, Medway Asthma Self-
Help £5, teams up to cight, 7.30pm, Parkwood
Community Centre, All drinks from the bar, bring
snacks. Free parking, for tickets ring 01634 855844
or email medwayasthmaselfhelp@btconnect.com

January 24th - Quiz Night for Macmillan Cancer Support,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, 7.30pm sharp, £6 each,
£40 table (8 per table) Call / text Liz on 07473 796824
or email Wizrobjesstom@ virginmedia.com to book

January 25th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941
965272 Shipbourne, The Common, Upper Green Road
GR 594522 TN11 9PE, 5 mile moderate walk, no
toilets at start, flat walk, several easy styles. No dogs

January 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Ray
raycolinashby(@hotmail.com 01634 315967, 10.00am,
Bluebell Hill, Common Road near the Robin Hood PH
TQ734627 MES5 9RI for a 5 mile leisurely walk. Pub at
end with lunches.

January 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, mecet Jim
Jjimbush46(@ btinternet.com, 10.00am, Hastingleigh
Village Hall TR0O98449 TN25 SHP for a 10 mile
leisurely walk Using the North Downs Way, good
views all day, Bring picnic lunch. Pub at the end.

January 25th — Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am refreshments provided, ring 01634
337432 for details.

January 26th — Rainham Wives, Quiz and ‘Bring & Buy’
for our Charity, (see 19th Jan).

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses

Beginners: March 10th, May 5th, June 9th
Improvers: May 6th, June 10th

Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord eertificates.
Service, repair and

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS

January 27th — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome, for details email Chairman David
Powell davidrpowell5(@hotmail.co.uk

January 28th - All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Rochester Airport -
James Preston, for details Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

January 29th - Hempstead Leisure Club, “The Weather”
talk by lan Currie, (see 22nd Jan).

January 29th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Annual General
Meeting, (see 22nd Jan).

January 3 1st - Paediatric First Aid Course, 9.30am
4.00pm, £20 per person with free lunch or Money
Management Course, Free 10.00am
South Gillingham, St Matthew's Community Hall,
Drewery Drive. Book: sarah@thel39¢lub.co.uk or
07731 786 333 for either course,

January 31st & February 7th - 2 Day Active Birth
Workshop - Parish ol South Gillingham. 9.30am
5.00pm £45 per couple. Free lunch. See above to book
See www.thel39¢lub.co.uk for more details.

January 31st - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 17th Jan).
February - Art Exhibition at Rainham Library all month,
Paintings by local artist John Austin, all are for sale.

February 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Graham
07989 753278 graham.jenkinsonf@ blucyonder.co.uk,
10.00am, Aylesford in car park south of the railway,
not the main car park. TQ728588 ME20 7QR fora 7
mile moderate walk fairly flat (we Do Not climb Blue
Bell Hill). Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end with lunches.

February 1st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847
828249, Capstone Country Park car park by fishing
pond GR780632 ME7 3JG for a 6 mile moderate
different walk, no stiles, Dogs allowed

February Ist - Spirit of Bredhurst, each first Sunday of the

menth, service with guest Medium. 6.30 — 9.00pm, All
welcome, Details 01634 361117 The Centre,. M2
Services, Next to Travelodge, Farthing Comer,
Rainham www.thecentremindbodyspirit.co.uk
February 2nd — Medway Scrabble Club, (seel9th Jan).
February 2nd - Reiki Kyokai Led by Robert Jefford, 8.00

— 10.00pm, Ramada Encore Chatham Dockyard, £12 pp February 10th

Booking Essential. kentreikisharesi@gmail.com
February 2nd — Rainham Wives, “40s Reminiscences’,
talk by Shirley Goodhew, (see 19th Jan).
February 3rd - every Tuesday 7.30 — 9.00pm and

1.00pm, Parish of

Wednesday 10.00 - 11.30am healing is freely given,
Reiki and energy healing by a dedicated team. (1st Feb)

February 3rd - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, ‘Arts and
Crafts Gardens” Steve Harmer, New members
welcome, ring 01634 366276 for details.

February 5th - Possible weekly Tai Chi class for any
ability 2.00 - 3.00pm, Lower Halstow Memorial Hall,
£5 pp per class, interested phone 01795 844408,

February 5th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games tea and
chat (see 22nd Jan).

February 6th - Games Afternoon, Lower Halstow' s
Memorial Hall 2.00 — 4.00pm, No Joining Fee - Just
£1.50 for tea/coffee, biscuits and a very warm welcome,

February 7th - Real life Self Defence, 1 day course, How
to protect yourself in todays world (see st Feb)

February 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977
614033 Chilham car park off A252 at Taylors Hill
GRO66536 CT4 8B7 for a 5.5 mile moderate walk - the
theme Jane Austen and Julius Laverius, Dogs allowed

February 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Heather
07887 750881, 10.00am, Faversham at the end of West
Street near the Bull Inn TR 011614 MEL3 7)1 fora 4.6
mile leisurely walk starting near Stonebridge Pond.

Pub at end with lunches available.

February 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim
jimbush46(a btinternet.com, 10.00am, Wye village car
park TRO52468 TN25 5E

<G for a 10 mile moderate
walk. Excellent views. Bring a picnic, pub at the end.

February 9th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening each month to help people still in employment
who have lost a loved one, join us for a cuppa and chat
ring Julie 01634 364309 for details

February 9th - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club Concert,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, Organist -
David Harrild, details Brian Leonard 01634 234694

February 9th — Rainham Wives, Talk *The Work of the
Community Champion’, Elaine Cutting, (see 19th Jan).

February 10th — UpARA Outing, 1TV Studios, London,
New Members Welcome (see 27thJan).

Gillingham and District Fuchsia and

Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm, Rainham School for

Girls, Derwent Way, ‘Growing Regal Pelargoniums’ -

Brian Carline, for details ring 01634 852519

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

® TV Aerials/Freesat
Systems Installed
e Extra TV/SKY Points
e TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances set up
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Medtloer, Batirooms

SARCENS

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area

of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

for cats only.

|4 completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation, FAB accredited care

provided.

NO JOB TOO SMALL ]'ll.\'lil.ﬂillil)ll p[';;zlh_n‘lllral « FULL REPAIR SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES heating, boilers, fives, gas and For a prompt reliable service
clectric cookers. 01634 710539

Tel: (01634) 320846

Mobile: 07834 851 004 07884 180595

enquiries@al-roofing-services co.uk

01622 730960 / 07799887754
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' Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582
AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Micholy

Telephore: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com
Web: www whiskerslodge.comy




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED QVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERES ACTOUMTANTS

: Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham. B
Kent MES TEG Li :
Tel: (11634 375222 *  Book-keeping
Fax: 11634 371318 = Payroll

Audit
+  Associated Services

E Ma

www, jadaccountants.co.uk

wlminid jadaccountants.co.uk

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com ..

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts T |

Qudlified technicion. References ovailable

D0|T4U home improvements|handyman

Bathrooms e Clackrooms e Kitchens e Tiling » Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring # Lighting e Blinds
Small jobs welcome!
Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No sclvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG

BRYANT ISH
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
(2. l@ Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

MIRANDA
DPOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guitering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmaore—Est 15 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Body Treatments Reflexclogy — Bridal
New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure Massage
Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting — VL lashes
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis
o

ookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with.
Bowen Therapy, NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk
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BERENGROVE PARK Funding & Development
Berengrove Park continues to provide a rich legacy
for the community. Although cricket is the core
activity, having been established in 1856, the
ground and club house supports local residents in
many other ways.
At its centre the development of grass roots cricket
amongst youngsters remains very important to all
our members and this is acknowledged by the
authorities as a priority for the future development.
In 2006, on its 150th anniversary, the club
embarked upon an ambitious development project
and now has all the criteria required in place for a
new club house and extended car park. Planning
permission has been granted and a secure long term
lease negotiated with the landlords Medway
Council. Close links are maintained with schools
and businesses many of whom sponsor us and
advertise when possible.
Our own Project Fund continues to support us but
regrettably some of the money is required for
essential maintenance of the pavilion (¢1975) and
changing rooms (¢1950). Whenever possible work
continues to improve the car park entrance and
provide a new exit. As we continue to tread water
financially we will apply in 2015 for help from
Sport England (Lottery) whilst also lobbying the
government for direct financial support via our local
MP, the current Sports Minister and UK Sports - a
Government Agency. We are also investigating
fundraising opportunities by officially linking
Rainham Cricket Club with Primary Schools and
seeking support from the PE and Sport Premium
Fund for Primary Schools.
2015 will be a critical year for the club hoping to
gain sufficient funding to start work on the new
Community Pavilion and car park.
K Chambers
Trustee and Project Fund Coordinator

f-’ Neat Feet r -’

Fully gualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:
016..!4 322591

MUSIC AND DRAMA FESTIVAL
Rochester and North Kent
Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th April
The Pilkington Building, University of Kent,
Chatham Maritime, Chatham, ME4 4TB
Festival Secretary 01634 316677
Closing date for entries January 31st 2015
To enter visit the website, www.rnkmdf.org.uk, and
download entry form and syllabus or email
rnkmdfestivall @virginmedia.com
If you play an instrument like the piano, guirar,
keyboard or violin or sing or act, then please enter.
Tickets can also be purchased to spectate,
Participants from £3 (individual) - £25 (large choir).
£7.50 for all-day admission as festival audience.
QUIZNIGHT
Saturday 21st February
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall
Doors open 7.00pm to start 7.30pm
£5 per person with 6 to a table
Evening includes a Ploughman's Supper.
For Tickets please call Kay on 01795 844408
( this is for catering arrangement's)
CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
Mayor of Medway
Saturday 21st February, 7.30pm
Millennium Centre, Rainham
Tickets £7 to include nibbles
{Please bring your own drinks)
Available from Kate 01634 363023
or the Mayor’'s PA 01634 332404
CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
The Medway Group of
Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research
Saturday 2 1st February, 7.30pm
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham
Tickets £5 per person (Teams of 6) Licensed Bar
Contact Dot 01634 864642

. . Sam Collins
Painting Services
Affordable-High Quality
Interior/Exterior painting
For a free quote
Tel: 07872 925412

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
Mo Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

ST
AR

ASTER
LARMS @

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS

Alarms—CCTV-Access Control
Fair Trader

www.masteralarms.com
mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR DECEMBER

Last December we visited Knole Park, which is on the
edge of Sevenoaks and is owned by the National
Trust. Knole is one of the few deer parks in the
country to have survived, more or less unchanged,
over the past 500 years. The park escaped the fashion
of the 18th century, led by gardeners such as Lancelot
“Capability” Brown, to create consciously picturesque
landscapes. This was partly because the long
established deer herd had made the park ornamental
enough. The only concession to 18thcentury taste
involved the planting of stands of beech trees and
broad, tree-lined avenues of oaks and sweet chestnuts.
There are two species of deer within the park, fallow
(which have been there for centuries) and sika (from
Japan and introduced in the 19th century). Although
there is a considerable variety of colours among
individual animals, the coats of both species generally
turn a dark brown in winter. Until such time as they
shed their antlers after rutting, fallow stags can be
recognised by their flattened (or palmate antlers) and
sikas stags by their spike - shaped antlers. Both of the
two species at Knole feed mainly on grass and leaves
but also, in the autumn, on berries and nuts such as
horse chestnut, sweet chestnut, acorn and beech mast.
When snow or ice covers the ground in winter, they
may have to resort to eating the bark of small trees. In
the spring, they may get into sweet chestnut coppices
where they nibble off emerging shoots and leaves.
One advantage of the winter is that it is easier to see,
and admire, the different, characteristic structures of
deciduous trees. | therefore took the opportunity of
paying particular attention to the ancient oak, sweet
chestnut, beech and sycamore trees in Knole Park. The
oaks have broad crowns, considerable girths and
massive, wide- spreading branches. Their bark is dark,
cracked and rough. The lower branches of the sweet
chestnuts spread out horizontally and then turn
earthwards. The deep fissures of the barks of these
trees spiral round exceptionally broad trunks. The
graceful, pendulous lower branches of the parkland
beeches spread out to a great distance before sweeping
down almost to the ground. The trees have a smooth.

erey bark. The sycamores at Knole have shapely,
spreading crowns and large, lower branches which run
out almost horizontally for a considerable distance
before sweeping upwards. They have a grey, flaky
bark.

Knole has been designated a Site of Special Scientific
Interest, specifically for its unimproved, acidic
grassland and for the invertebrates that live in the dead
wood standing or lying in the parkland. Thousands of
ant hills throughout the park are an indication that the
grassland areas covered by the mounds have not been
ploughed for centuries, if at all. All ants are social
insects, living in colonies with one or more queens
responsible for egg laying and the yellow meadow ant
is the species that builds the ant hills found on
undisturbed grassland. The ants feed largely on honey
dew from aphids but will also eat vegetable matter and
other insects. Green woodpeckers and jackdaws in
turn dig into the ant hills at Knole and feed on the ants
and their pupae. The woodpeckers can be most likely
seen or heard in the dry valley (called The Gallops)
that is crossed by the entrance road to the park. Ring
necked parakeets can often be found in the trees
overlooking The Gallops. The birds have bright green
foliage and a long tail and they nest in holes originally
excavated by woodpeckers.

There were still quite a number of species of fungi on
show at Knole during December. Some were growing
on rotten wood, some on living oak and beech trees
and some on the ground under those trees. They
included the chanterelle (yellow colour), elf cup (red
gills), witches’ butter (orange and jelly-like) and dead
men’s fingers (black). In due course we headed for the
Brewhouse Tea Room via Echo Mount, one of the
“stands” where fallow deer bucks and does
congregate during the rutting season in the Autumn.
The hill is dominated by a massive lime tree sporting
several large clumps of mistletoe. Using evergreens
such as ivy, holly and mistletoe to decorate houses in
the winter is a custom that goes back to the mid-winter
solstice. Evergreens were seen as symbols of the
continuity of life through the dark season. At the
entrance to the tea room we were intrigued to see,
from the Christmas Lunch menu, that venison and
chestnut casserole was on offer as an alternative to

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)

[MEDWAY PLUMBING
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve
Taps Repaired/ Replaced

Boarding
Cattery

Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.A.P. Discounts

ISo call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
lMobiIe: 07775 423744

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE, 24 hour call out

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Fair Trader 04634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Owner FAB trained
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906

Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk

Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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roast turkey. We assumed that both ingredients of the
casserole were products of the park land and thought
that we would give the dish a try. However, we
discovered that pre-booking was required for the
Christmas menu, so we had to be content with the non
-festive one. We were nevertheless content with what
we had.

Joe Ennis
RAINHAM AT WAR IN 1915
With the war just over five months old and uncertainty
about how long it would last, 1915 saw the
continuation of fund raising events and more war
casualties.
Street lights were extinguished by general order on
January 26th because of the threat of German air
attacks and evening services at the church were
restricted by the blackout. In the case of enemy
aircraft attacks the ringing of the church bells were to
signal their arrival, allowing special constables based
at the fire station to warn residents not already indoors
to take cover.
In February a Rainham volunteer platoon for the
Chatham Volunteer Training Corps became
established. A committee organised the training of
recruits from Rainham, Upchurch, Hartlip, Lower
Halstow and Newington. Later in March 34 men
enrolled and drill took place at the Council School in
Solomon Road. Sergeant-Major Richardson served as
drill instructor with training every Wednesday
evening. By the end of April a rifle range had become
established in the High Street and Corporal Forster
had taken over as the new drill instructor.
In May efforts were made to raise funds for an
ambulance to transport wounded servicemen from the
railway station to different hospitals. This became
known as ‘The Rainham Ambulance.” Mrs Tamplin
the vicar’s wife became committee secretary while
Mrs Bodiam organised the collection of money around
the parish to raise £45. By late June £50 had been
raised.
The Empire Cinema in the High Street which pre-
dated the Rainham *Bug Hutch,” showed regular films
to keep residents entertained during the war with seats
varying in price from 2d to 6d. Charlie Chaplin films
like ‘The Million Dollar Mystery” proved very popular
although other silent films were also shown with a
piano accompaniment and were well attended.
Throughout 1915 Council School headmaster Harold

Greenhalgh organised the collection of eggs by pupils
for the “National Egg Collection for the Wounded.” In
August 69 dozen eggs were collected and sent to the
London headquarters. Over 1,000 eggs were collected
between January and September. August ended with a
concert organised by the Rainham Branch of Queen
Mary’s War Hospital Needlework Guild to raise funds
for the war wounded.
War casualties included Sid Rash from Manchester
House in the High Street who died aged 24 while
fighting on the Western Front. On May 24th Percy
Baker of the 2nd Grenadier Guards fell at Ypres after
twice getting wounded and Brigadier-General Godby
formerly of ‘The Chestnuts’ in Rainham High Street
was wounded in action. In August Percy Champion
aged 19 from lvy Street of the East Surrey Regiment
died of his wounds while Chief Petty Officer Andrew
Evers aged 38 from Station Road drowned when
‘HMS Natal® was sunk in the English Channel.
Leading seaman Aaron Norris from Station Road
serving on *HMS Formidable™ and Thomas Balcomb
from Bredhurst Road of the Naval Reserve serving on
“HMS Hood’ were reported missing after their ships
were sunk.
When ‘HMS Princess Irene’ loaded with mines
exploded on the River Medway on May 27th, 352
crewmen were killed and only one survived. Alfred
Gulvin a bargeman from Henry Street was injured by
flying debris from the explosion while at work on the
river. Soot, small fragments and a case of butter
landed in Rainham.
Finally, the year ended in disaster when a serious fire
destroyed Kemp Brothers building in Station Road,
caused £3,000 worth of damage and put thirty men out
of work. Fortunately, nobody was injured but it
contributed to more economic uncertainty and
concerns about the future course of the war.

David Wood

RNLI 60th ANNIVERSARY DINNER
The Branch would like to thank all those who
supported us in October we raised an amazing £140.
Our annual street collection raised £389.32 plus a
further £73.45 collected at Gillingham Ice Bowl.
Thank you to all for your generosity. 1f you are
interested in Branch activities, please contact Diana
Lawrence 01634 388635 or view our new Branch
Website via the RNLI website/find my nearest

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
» CHIPPING

e LINDSA

- MULCH

- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services \J? ’
HELP is on its way
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
| POWER FLUSHING
" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210

FReg Mo
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey pip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 26 years experience within Financial Services,

| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,

Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING -

PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kitchen Solutions

“The kitchen you always wanted at the price you want to pay ™!

Complete Kitchens for you, at Trade Prices, supplied & fitted.

Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

D; Builders &

|

7/ 1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS + GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING + GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES 7NJ

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
» Member of Gas Safety Register
= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
+ 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Call us first for a free

We can provide fitted worktops only or a fitting only service,

tation and firee design service now.
634 560499
7964 798 139

- WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

No job too small

Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMERCIALY
DOMESNTIC MAINTENANCE
City & Guilds / Tnstitute of Carpenters
TP ALITY AT COMPETTTIVE
RATES
MR ARCHER — Tel: 01634 389604
Mohile 07961 539328

'Window Fix Direc
| Do you have windows
or doors that

n't open or

Conservatory roof le

01634 789025 /07950 761061
| www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

« Local Family Business
» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
+ Free demonstrations

= After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

10

Diary 2015

February 10th - Medway Antique & Collectors' Club, St
George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 8.00 pm, George
1V — Connoisseur or Conman - Martin Heard, All
visitors are made most welcome. Enquiries
medwayantiquespublicity | @virginmedia.com

February 11th — Bredhurst WI, 7.30pm Village Hall,
Mark Bathurst ~ Medway Queen, visitors welcome, For
details ring 01634 389966

February 11th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, Flowers
for Emma - John Pearce, (see 28th Jan).

February 12th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Annual “subs™
collection and table games, (see 22nd Jan).

February 12th - Hempstead Leisure Club. “'Leeds
Castle™ Talk by Dr. Ann Knife (see 22nd Jan).

February 12th - Donn Barcott’s ‘Five 5 Live’, 44Two
Sports and Social Club, 8.30pmFeaturing Elaine Dyan
and Andrew Hawkes Magician, Admission £6 all
welcome, Details 01634 405037

February 13th — UpARA Monthly Meeting, (27th Jan).

February 13th - Ladies Pamper Evening Medway Asthma
Self Help, Gillingham Golf Club, 6.00pm. Tickets £3 in
advance £4 on the door. From £35 per treatment (pay
stall holders). Ring 01634 855844 for details.

February 13th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Road Primary School, Gillingham,
7.15pm. *The Anglo Saxons’ - Jeremy Clark Visitors
welcome for a small charge details Ron Baker 01634
854982 or email r.baker]234(@ btinternet.com

February 13th, 14th, 20th & 21st - A Christmas Carol, St
Paul’s Drama Group, GMC Community Hall, Third
Avenue, Gillingham, 7.30pm, Sat 21st 3.00pm matinee,
Adults £6 Concessions £5, 01634 852712

February 14th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £5 from
carolef@edadswell. freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

February 14th — Instep Dancing, Valentine Dance ticket
only, (see 17th Jan).

February 14th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 17th Jan).

FFebruary 14th - Mayor of Medway Charity Concert,
7.30pm, St Margaret’s Church, Rainham, Tickets £10
to include wine and nibbles available from Kate 01634
363023 or the Mayor’s PA 01634 332404

February 15th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geofl’
geoff.rambler@me.com 07525 161766 10.00am
Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way, TQ902522
MEIL7 2QT for a 6 mile leisurely walk including the
Lenham Cross WW 1 memorial. Pub at end.

February 15th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet David Brown 01634 373833,
Faversham pay & Display car park oft Leslic Smith
Drive GR 014612 MEI13 BPW, for a 6.25 mile easy/
moderate circular walk. Generally flat, some hills, may
be muddy if wet and a couple of stiles. No dogs

February 16th — Medway Serabble Club, (see 19th Jan).

February 17th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
I'he Jewel Hunter — Chris Gooddie. (see 20th Jan).

February 18th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Les Morgan Talk
- *Fuchsias’, Hyacinth Show, (sce 21st Jan).

February 18th - The Wigmore Lectures, Wigmore
Library, Fairview Avenue, Tickets £3.75, Booking
01634 337799, 8.00pm, Bertie Pearce: Charles Dickens

The Man, His Life, and His Characters

February 19th - Rainham W1 1.45 - 4.00pm, Speaker on
"Slugs and Snails”, Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley
Road, Rainham. Visitors welcome for small entry
charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details.

February 19th - Wigmore Thursday Club, An Australian
Trip, Sharon Smith, (see 22nd Jan).

February 19th — 21st - Snow White & the Seven Dwartfs,
Gillingham Dramatic Society, 2.00pm & 7.00pm, The
Brook Theatre, Chatham, £9 cons £7, Family of' 4 £30,
01634 338338 or see www.medwayticketslive.co.uk

February 20th - "Harmony”, Afternoon Concert,
Hempstead Village Hall, 2.00pm. Tickets £4 each
includes tea & cake. Details and tickets 01634 230214,
or email valeriegorfi@blueyonder.co.uk

February 2 Ist - Quiz Night, Lower Halstow 's Memorial
Hall, start 7.30pm, £5 per person with 6 to a table
includes a Ploughman's Supper. For Tickets please call
Kay on 01795 844408

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trader

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS
01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS FEFF’L"INTED OR BUILT
PVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

RTAKEN

0 | ORTOO BIG
our Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit Fair Trader
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
. 01634 372411
11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES BNS

DOMmESTIC

westauem [=-]

Security Install

and Mainte

= CCTV & Intruder Alarms

» Fire Alarms

= Access Control

+ Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711082415

Total Security Services

Domestic Installer
KITCHEN

ANDY SHEPHERD DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality
Kitchens
Bedrooms
Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

Fair Trader

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Website: www.linwoodhe.com Li nWOOd

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 - Y

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probaie, [)l\oru,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, C onveyancing,
Tenancy and E mp‘lmmem
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Satma'ay;’evenmg appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

e to

UKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Faths, Fatlios, Turfing. Patio Cleaning.
Garden Clearance, Garden gales made [o measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.

Odd Jobs and much more No job too small

Prompt and Refiable Service]
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February 21st - Charity Quiz Night, Mayor of Medway,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham, Tickets £7 to
include nibbles (Please bring your own drinks) from
Kate 01634 363023 or the Mayor’s PA 01634 332404

February 21st - Charity Quiz Night, Medway Group
Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research, 7.30pm, Parkwood
Community Centre, Rainham, Tickets £5 per person
(Teams of 6). Licensed Bar, Contact Dot 01634 864642

February 21st - Quiz Evening, Rainham Oasthouse, (see
17th Jan)

February 22nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00,
Meet Gill Smith 01622 710569 07999 858981,
Chevening, St Botoph’s Church for a 5 mile moderate
hilly walk, one steep climb and stiles. No dogs

February 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet John
billingsjc@blueyonder.co.uk 07749 760788, 10.00am
Bluebell Hill Picnic Park in Common Road TQ743 622
MES 9RG for a 7 mile moderate circular walk, some
hills. May be muddy in places. Bring picnic lunch. Pub
midway. Pub at end with lunches available,

February 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim
jimbush46@btinternet.com, 10.00am, Challock Village
Hall/Community Centre TN25 4AU for a 10 mile
moderate walk. Picnic Boughton Lees. Pub at the end.

February 23rd — Rainham Wives, “Learning to Love
Weeds’ talk by Kathrine Lynn, (see 19th Jan).

February 24th — UpARA Coffee Morning, (see 27th Jan)

February 25th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Pluckley: Most haunted village in England, (28th Jan).

Iebruary 26th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service and
talk by Fr Munna Mitra, (see 22nd Jan).

February 27th — Medway Geographical Society, Byron
Road School, Gillingham, 7.30 - 9.00pm ‘In My
Liverpool Home' — George Wildridge, All welcome,
contact 01634 362683,

February 28th - Craft and Table Top Market, Lower
Halstow's Memorial Hall, 10.00am - 1.00pm, Table £6
cach, Please call Kay on 01795 844408 to book
February 28th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (17th Jan).

March Ist - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet John Trebill 01634 244045 ASDA Kings Hill,
park near recycling area GR677554 For a 6 mile easy
fairly flat walk with some road walking, No dogs

March 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Graham
graham jenkinson@ blueyonder.co.uk 07989 753278,
10.00am, Lower Upnor public car park TQ763713 ME2
4XB for a 10 mile moderate walk along the banks of’
the Medway. Pub at end with lunches available.

March 2nd — Medway Scrabble Club, (seel9th Jan).

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems,
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

March 2nd — Rainham Wives, ‘Cats, Their Needs and
How They Communicate’ talk by Petra, (see 19th Jan).

March 3rd - Rainham Horticultural Society, ‘A Year in
the Life of a Lawn’ Roland Stevens, (see 3rd Feb ).

March 4th - League of Friends, AGM, Seminar Room 2,
Post Graduate Centre, Medway Maritime Hospital,
7.30pm, all welcome, see a demonstration of equipment
that the League has purchased for the Hospital.

March 5th - Wigmore Thursday Club, A return visit from
Mel Rees, (see 22nd Jan).

March 6th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us or ring Julie 01634 364309 for details.

March 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Pete/Kate
07751 879003, 10.00am Camer Country Park, parking
free with toilets, near Sole Street TQ650669 DA13
OXU for 5 mile leisurely walk. Pub at end with lunches

March 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Brian Gevaux 01634 235883 Scotney Castle car
park free. For a 5.5 mile moderate walk via Kilndown,
Lamberhurst and Scotney Castle, 3 stiles and gates with
1 steep climb, fairly flat, some road walking. No dogs

March 9th - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club Concert,
Organist - Len Rawle, (see 9th Feb).

March 9th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
(see 9th Feb).

March 9th — Rainham Wives, “The Work of the Kent,
Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance’, talk by Sally, (sce
19th Jan).

March 10th — Gillingham Fuchsia and Pelargonium
Society, ‘Fuchsia Growing” — Derek Dexter and
cuttings for Mini Show in July, (see 10th Feb).

March 10th - Medway Antique & Collectors' Club,
Ophthalmic Antiques - Tim Bowden, (see 10th Feb).

March 13th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History Soc
‘Old Views of Medway” - Colin Coe (see 13th Feb).

March 14th - Brain Tumour Charity Quiz, 7.30 -
10.00pm, Twydall Church Hall, MES 6JU, Ticket £5,
Table & people, Free wine and nibbles, 01634 263622

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc.
Single items from £14.95
Light demolition
Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Reflexology
Advanced Qualified Therapist

as featured in Kent Life magazine
- Holistic Dead Sea facials

Waxing specialist

Elaine Wheeler MAR IR ART
Medway (01634) 379360
www.bodytalktherapies.co.uk
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per manth

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

FOR SALE: Panasonic Telephone /
Answer/Fax machine. Full working
order £25.00. 01634 360606,

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on (07973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
CLEANER — reliable& punctual
CRB checked. Vast experience
including the Elderly. 01634 261032
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
ete. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply
RUBBISH CLEARED

Cheaper than a skip

No job too small

Call David 07836 585911
Environment Agency Registered
MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service. To find out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons. AD.DIP.CP,
DIP.Hyp.CS.MHS.

SARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 /0796 3842 503
C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts.sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt
& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 011634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird necds, i.c. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
SPARKLES Glitter PARTY.co.uk.
Girls” Pamper Parties 01634 376270

PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420,

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
(1634 613871 or 07708 508 193

John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5. Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648

YOGA CLASSES / Mindfulness
Learn to work with body, mind &
breath. lmprove posture & health.
Contact Evion 01634 317463,
Website www.freed-om.co.uk
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call \[.l[’!dr‘t‘[ 01634
363315/07766 980 732

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate,
TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
07958072928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge, Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While vou wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105/ 07866 315 471
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
GET SLIM THIS WINTER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred 1o DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,
RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.

For free quote Tel 07591 563 114

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher, 20+ years®
experience. Phone 01634 378199,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing,
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
arinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs

for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice

and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal ol corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of vour home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk, 01634 365427

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates,

01634 370323 or 7817 825 859
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured - Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 011634 230921 / 07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Pwwdall. Further details from

01634 302631,

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Cormns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails,
01634 361720.
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I lam {with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children’s and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member. 01634 365453
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall. meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 23 35507...

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,

NEVER MISS AN AF copy date
Download and print the free 2015
Action Forum Year Planner from
www.thenet.uk.net. It shows all the
copy and publication dates for 2015.
Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by
Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps ete with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21 Station
Road, Rainham.

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret™s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,

FREE LISTINGS FOR LOCAL
businesses on www.thenet.uk.net

Click on the “Get Listed” button on the
front page.

Tel 01634 306692
Mob 07789 796256

SIRIBIDILINGS
[Forr [Py q}%asmamm’ Year
Rovnd Garden Care
Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning

Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Roofing Repairs/Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Fascias / Soffits / Guttering
Roof Windows/Skylights
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking

Call Nick: 07949 588464

Fen:l.ng Decorative Brickwork 01634 262582
RS Quellifiad AP Services RAINHAM
Raise money for St Margaret's Church LADY
Recycle your old printer DPDECORATOR
cartridges and toners FKaren
Place them in a special collection bin at bpoon('r - [

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World purchase these
empty containers for refill
- not landfill.

Apprenticeship served

. ‘%\ a3
Fully qualitied with
20 years experience

All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 016351 233845
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

D Bishop & Son

Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars
All types of scrap
metal taken and
Recycled

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

Fair Trader

01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
books, DVD’s Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices

Ink Cartridges Now in Stock
Good Local History area of brand new books

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MEB ONS

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
i Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est. 1971
Plumbing & séife i
Heating Chris Hallett i Rooring Y
CENTRAL HEATING yageiaaiagalsjalngale]

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOQFS

For free estimales lafephone. O 1 634 375069

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”
. NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
HOGWOOD, Electrical Kitchen design and fitting
Extra lights, Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors - —
sockets, ] Fp— Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. ' &',.“.'.". &
fuse boa_rds pomesme 7 Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
& full rewires TR 2]

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom

P FREE NO CHAWNER ¢ [] ]
@CURIAIN&BL%EEEEU%}‘CTURERS LTD OBLIGATION E{R Plaster’n
: QUOTATION

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822

cu,
A ey,

» Monumental Masons

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 - 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4Q1J Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW

Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre ir Trader : £ ’.\}
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG . mmmm  ob: 07897 498189 e
M: D7956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W: www crystalcurtains co.uk Free Surveys & Quotes
Jn time of need ...
o= B :
Funeral Directons ﬁ
A private family owned and run business  MIRESR
® 24 hour Personal Service

» Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available




