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Rainham Station, probably in the 1950s, certainly before the extensive work associated with
the electrification of the line in 1959. All that remains unchanged in this scene today are the
footbridge across the line and the Rainham Community Centre building (centre right) which
from the outside looks much the same. Major works are again updating the station area
hopefully to improve life for the many who use its facilities each day. See page 9

'l  lorna elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

Congratulations to the Parks Department of Medway
Council or whoever it is responsible for the colourful
containers which adorn the railings in front of St
Margaret’s Church. Having just returned from a short
break in Durham where we visited Crook Hall gardens
the baskets remind me of the ‘stained glass window”
flower borders they have in the *Cathedral Garden®. It
certainly improves the appearance of Rainham High
Street having a riot of colour brightening up the area,
let’s hope we are allowed to keep them this time, so
far the containers seem to have avoided the attention
of any late night revellers bent on destruction.

Thanks to Nicholas Kerr for his correction to our front
page caption about St Mary’s Church, Upchurch.
Guilty as charged 1 am afraid to his suggestion that |
used Wikipedia — don’t we all take the easy option!

He says:

‘I was about to offer a minor criticism of your front
page in July's Action Forum, for referring to the
unusual steeple on S. Mary, Upchurch, tower, as a
‘candle-snuffer steeple. However, | discovered that
Wikipedia was guilty of the self-same solecism, using
almost identical words.

The substance of my criticism is the confusion
(widespread) between a "snuffer’ and an 'extinguisher’.
While the cone-shaped extinguisher can be found in
practically every church in the kingdom, and in many
other places where candles are habitually used, the
snuffer has been consigned to the darkest depths of
closets and cupboards or to museum displays.

They were used before the days of self-snuffing
candles, to remove the burnt part of the wick which
hung down the side of the candle and caused it to burn
unevenly. It consisted ol a scissor-like pair of tongs,
with flat blades at the 'business' end, which were used
to grasp and remove the burnt wick. However, if used
in a clumsy fashion, the flame on the candle could be
extinguished, this being referred to as 'snuffing out' the
candle. Far from extinguishing the candle, the
snuffer's purpose was to enable the candle to burn
longer and more effectively.’

I will try to remember in future but | am afraid ‘candle
snuffer* trips off the pen rather more fluently then
‘candle extinguisher’.

If' August copies July we can not really complain
about the weather this summer. It has certainly been
dry and warm — our garden is parched at the moment —

but a bit more sunshine would be good. We are still
living off the excess water we had a couple of years
ago but I am sure we will soon be hearing warnings of
hose pipe bans and urged to conserve water supplies if
it does not rain soon. Have a very good month
enjoying the sunshine and we will see you again in
September.

Correspondence

THANKING THE COUNCIL
I phoned 333333 to ask whom we should thank for the
stunningly beautiful flower baskets in Rainham on the
A2 opposite the Healthy Living Centre.
The person on the switchboard said we should simply
ask for a compliment to be sent. so | sent one.
[ wasn’t quite sure how this works but other readers
may like to know how to thank our Council.

Margaret Dunn

REUNION CHATHAM GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Dear Editor,

The Annual Reunion Lunch organised by the
Chatham Grammar Association is on Saturday 26th
September, in the School Hall at CGSG in Rainham
Road, Chatham. Pre-lunch drinks will be served in the
Textiles room from 12.30 with lunch at 1.00pm. The
School is open from 11.00am for those who would
like to have a wander round and reminisce...

Our speaker this year is Jocelyn Buchan, an Old Girl
who was due to speak to the Lunch last year but was
called to unavoidable meetings in Strasbourg.

Tickets are now on sale at £25.50. Applications for
tickets in writing, enclosing your cheque (payable to
Chatham Grammar Association) and return address for
tickets, to Treasurer, Chatham Grammar Association,
37 Homefield Drive, Gillingham MES 8RS.

Yours faithfully
Wendy Draper -Treasurer CGA

SILVER SURFERS
Dear Editor,

Computers, laptops, Ipads, tablets and smart phones
can be challenging to senior citizens. Rainham School
for Girls will be offering free silver surfer sessions
again for local people who would like some help and
practice with new technology. The teachers will be the
real experts, our students. There will be 4 sessions, all
Wednesdays: 23rd September, 30th September, 7th
October and 14th October; from 3.00 - 4.00pm.

Please telephone to book. Thank you.

Mrs K. Moon
01634 362746

GARDEN OPEN - 25 Hanover Drive A huge thank
you to all who supported the event at this lovely
earden in June, also, and especially, to Joan and Fred
and to everyone who worked so hard on the day. We
raised a fabulous £1425 for Meningitis Now. The
money has been donated in memory of my 15 month
old granddaughter Willow. Thank you so much.
Gill Flaxman, Creative Threads Sewing Group

RAINHAM METHODIST CHURCH

The members of Rainham Methodist Church would
like to say "Thank you!" to everyone who came and
shared in our Coffee Morning on the 20th June. It was
great to hear and share your memories of the church.
QOur final services are on Sunday 23rd August at
6.30pm, with light refreshments served from Spm, and
a Communion Service on Sunday 30th August at
10.30am. You are most welcome to come and share
with us. For further details contact Denise on 374231,

FUNKY BALLET and POP
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham
We are hoping to start Parent and Child Classes on the
first Monday in September for 2-4 year olds
Funky Ballet 9.30 - 10.00am
Funky pop 10.00 - 10.30am
If interested could you please email
meentre.walsh@btconnect.com or contact the office
on 01634 374038 for more details.
PROMS CONCERT
Gillingham Parish Church, affectionately known as
The Church on the Green is hosting a Proms Concert
on Saturday 12th September, starting at 7.00pm, when
one of Kent’s finest championship section brass bands,
The Medway Band will be playing many well known,
rousing pieces of music,
Tickets priced at £8 to include refreshments, are on
sale now and can be obtained from 01634 932135. If
you require further information please do call this
number also. Free car parking Saxon Way School.
QUILT SHOW Twydall Sewing Together
Saturday 26th September, 10.00am — 4.00pm
Twydall Primary School, Twydall Lane
Prize Draw Ist prize - Double Willow Pattern Quilt,
2nd - £50, 3rd - Hamper
Proceeds of raffle to SERV Kent and
Holding on Letting go Charities
Many items for sale (handy as stocking Fillers) as well
as a display of quilts the ladies have made.

BARN DANCE in aid of the Air Ambulance
Saturday 24th October
Mary would like friends who know her, and those
who always support her Barn Dances, to contact her
as soon as possible please on 01634 362415, She will
reveal all when she hears from you! Donations in aid
of The Air Ambulance will be very welcome. Looking
forward to what is planned.

“SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
) Energy efficient ‘A rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced
Family run independent company Ty

For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 .-07973 860369
www.salmonwindows.co.uk
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Fair Trader

GRAND AUTUMN BAZAAR
Sell your craft/bric-a-brac items at our Grand Autumn
Bazaar in St Matthew's Community Hall on the
morning of Saturday 24th October! The early
Christmas shoppers will be out to bag a bargain!
Tables are available to rent at only £7 each at this
excellent location. For further details, or to rent a table
please contact Linda Lisgarten, ring 01634 377267 or
email: lindalisgarten@hotmail.co.uk .
CHRISTMAS GIFT and CRAFT FAYRE
in aid of Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital
and in association with PWCA.
Saturday 28th November, 10.00am — 2.00pm
Set up from 9.00am
Parkwood Community Centre, Long Catlis Road,
Gillingham, MES 9PN
Own table, £10 each in advance Further details from
Paula 01634 373450 or Stacey 07897 007979

ART EXHIBITION John Austin is holding an
exhibition of Pen Drawings at Rainham Library
throughout August during normal opening hours.

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors of Action Forum are needed for:
Rainham

Tyler Drive, Thrale Way, Style Close & Craigie Walk
Wigmore

Eleanor Close, Rutland Close and Top Maidstone Road
Parkwood

Rycaut, Howbury, & Hardinge & part Long Catlis Road
Culpepper Road to Readscroft Road

Upchurch Drakes Close

If vou live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 (please
mention that you are calling about Action Forum) or
email af@thenet.uk.net

@ MOTS ﬁ SERVICING : - DIAGNOSTICS
& rvmes - rerms

Home Help Service &Y
At Home Out & About
» Housework = Visiting the shops Toke Care

 Respitesiting ~ * Supportto

appointments ferdrrie

* Well-being visits - : Please call us on

= : = Companionshi ; y
Gordening/ ¢ e © | 01634 31682)
Handyman www.tokecareltd.co.uk

Assistants CRB checked,
insured & referenced.

w sent the very person T needed,
%ﬂ ol, shacou[d?w&bmm'ﬁ
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Diary 2015

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
aff@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: August 25th

August 2nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Roger Danks 07866 971819, Harrietsham Station
car park GR866529 5 mile moderate walk using field
paths and tracks, 21 stiles via North Downs Way,
Pilgrims Way & Ringlestone excellent views. No dogs

August 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim
lewislad@hotmail.com 07807 896995, 10.00am, Park
outside Sittingbourne Greyhound Race Track ( Central
Park Stadium), Church Road, Eurolink, Sittingbourne
TQ921647 ME10 3SB 8 mile moderate walk via Saxon
Shoreway and Swale Heritage Trail. Bring picnic lunch

August 2nd - Volunteer Task Day, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, come and help at the
Country Park, learn about the management and meet
new people, refreshments provided, 01634 338191

August 2nd — Friends of Bredhurst Cats Protection,
Summer Fete, Bredhurst Village Hall — Hurstwood
Road ME7 3J7, 11.00am — 4.00pm, Parking on site
Refreshments, raffle, children’s corner, bric-a-brac,
books, cat related items, tombola ete, 0797 3677390

August 3rd - Monday Hub, St Paul's Church, Parkwood,
MES 9PN, 10.00am - 12.30pm all welcome.

August 3rd — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens
Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alt Mondays
2.00 — 4.30pm, new members welcome, 01634 230500

August 5th - Pond Dipping and Sweep Netting (5 — 12
years), Riverside Country Park, 9.30 — 11.30am or 1.00
—3.00pm, Find out what lives in the pond and
wildflower meadows. £3 per child, 01634 337432

August 6th - Creative Clay Creatures (3 -12 years),
Riverside Country Park, 9.30 - 11.30am, it may get
messy, £3 per child 01634 337432

August 7th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for a cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634
364309 for details.

August 7th - Games Afternoon, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Scrabble,
Rummycub & many more card or board games, £1.50
for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuits and a warm welcome,

August 7th - HempstARA Whist Afternoon, 1.30 pm. the
Scout Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead. Whist
players of all abilities are welcome, partner not
required, for details please call Eunice 01634 321664,

August 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group Stour
Valley Walk section 4 Meet Stephen Manning 07551
712438 Chilham Station CT4 8EG for a 9 mile
moderate walk finishing at Fordwich George & Dragon
King Street GR 179597 CT2 0DB No dogs

August 8th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £5 from
carole@cdadswell.freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

August 8th — Instep Dancing, social dances, Rainham
School for Girls, Derwent Way, MES 0BX, Ballroom,
Latin, Sequence, 8.00 — 11.00pm enquiries 01634
363738 or email s.collins02@btinternet.com

August 9th - Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, come and help at the Country
Park, learn about the management and meet new
people, refreshments provided, 01634 337432

August 9th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Len 01634
319391 lenbeadlef@blueyonder.co.uk, 10.00am on the
Green in Oftham TQ659574 ME19 SNR small car park
in the village or on road parking, 5.6 mile easy circular
walk on woodland and farm paths good views of North
Downs, Oftham has the only Quintain still in use in
England. A Quintain, or tilting post, is a wooden post
used by knights practising for jousts. 3 stiles, dogs OK
short break in the middle, pub at the end with lunches.

August 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Gill Smith 07999 858981 Ickham park in the road
near Duke of William GR221581 CT3 1QP 5 mile
gentle walk along the Stour Valley, 16 stiles No dogs

August 10th — 23rd - Free Children’s Entertainment,
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre, 11.00am — 1.00pm
& 2.00 — 4.00pm daily, Children must be supervised at
all times. Free Admission, Free Parking
www.hempsteadvalley.com

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and
mstallation of gas central
heating, botlers, lires, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
+ TILED ROOFING
« FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
= PVC FASCIA /| SOFITS
» FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a-roofing-services. co.uk

4

August 10th - Monday Hub, (see 3rd Aug).

August 10th - Rainham Bercavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening of cach month to help people still in
employment who have lost a loved one, join us for a
cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634 364309 for details

August 10th - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club Concert,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30 -
10.00pm, Organist - Byron Jones, details ring Brian
Leonard 01634 234694

August 11th - Gillingham and District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, “The Plant Heritage Organisation’

Jude Lawton, for details ring 01634 852519

August 11th - Medway Antique & Collectors' Club, St
George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 8.00pm, Postcards
of World War [ - John Wigley, visitors welcome.
Details medwayantiquespublicity @ virginmedia.com

August 11th - Rainbow Whist Drive, Bredhurst Village
Hall Hurstwood Road, 7.30pm A partner is not needed
and all whist players are welcome, partner not needed.
Details 01634 610364

August 12th - UpARA Outing, Windsor - Day Trip, New
Members Welcome, For details email Chairman David
Powell davidrpowell3(@hotmail.co.uk

August 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Margaret 01795
843927 magloul{@yahoo.co.uk 10.00am, Park and
meet in road near Tudor Rose pub car park (not in it),
near Sittingbourne TQ878639 MEY §BT fora 12 mile
moderate walk to Lower Halstow via Newington and
Upchurch and join Saxon Shore Way before lunch.
Some hills. Wardwell Woods to Newington afier lunch.
Bring picnic lunch for break and drink at Three Tuns

August 12th - U3A Rainham Mark Social Hall 56 London
Rd, 2.00pm, Anna Austin: How Women learned to
drive the car, ring 0789 589 0635 for details.

August 12th — Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch Village
Hall, 7.30pm, Workshop “All Green” tutored by Avrill
Hill, for details ring 01634 864572 or see
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk

August 12th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm Village Hall, Miss
J. Whittington — The Chelsea Pensioners, visitors
welcome, For details ring 01634 389966

August 13th - Donn Barcott’s *Five 5 Live’, 44Two
Sports and Social Club, 8.30pmFeaturing Elaine Dyan
and Andrew Hawkes Magician, Admission £6 all
welcome, Details 01634 405037

August 14th — UpARA, Monthly Meeting, Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome davidrpowell5hotmail co.uk

August 15th Rainham South Councillors Surgery at
Parkwood Community Centre, 10.00am - 12 noon. No
appointment necessary

August 16th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Graham Starkey 01634 371948 Ulcombe All
Saints Church, Ulcombe Hill GR846498 ME17 1D For
a 5 mile undulating moderate walk through fields and
some lanes via Sutton Valence Castle No dogs

August 16th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Ade 01634
306405 adeballard(@yahoo.co.uk, 10.00am at Charing
Station, Park in station car park or adjacent car park.
TQY50492 TN27 0AW for a 6.5 mile leisurely walk
through fields then gradual climb to the North Downs.
We pass the ruins of the Archbishops Palace dating
from 1348 and where Henry V11 and Henry VIII both
stayed. Later on we see two brick kiln structures from
the 19th Century. Once common in the area they used
to burn locally quarried chalk, turning it into quicklime.
Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end with lunches available.

August 17th - Monday Hub, (see 3rd Aug).

August 17th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 3rd Aug).

August 17th - Wigmore W1, *Summer Party’ picnic in
garden, weather permitting, St. Matthew's Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, 7.30pm. Interested ring Sue
McGrath 01634 365369 or Mags Beard 01634 234000,

August 19th - HempstARA THempstead Active Retirement
Association, Scout Hall, Dukes Meadow Drive,
2.00pm. Contact 01634 364440 for details.

August 19th — RainARA, 442 Club, Featherby Road,
Rainham, Talk on “Childhood memories of an evacuce
in Germany and Austria in WWE™ by Mrs U. Atkins
Members only, Details kentsofkent@tiscali.co.uk or
01634 373596

August 19th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Bredhurst
Village Hall, Ms Sue Shaw Illustrated Talk, “The Road
to Chelsea’ & Pelargonium Show, New Members
Welcome, Ring 01634 233554 for details

August 21st - HempstARA Whist Afternoon, (11th Aug).

August 21st — Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland
Avenue, Gillingham, 8.30pm, Dave Lewis Quartet
featuring Dave Lewis on saxophones, Robin Aspland
piano, Rod Youings drums and Neville Malcolm bass,
Admission £10, 01634 365352 or 07544 312743.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
e [xtra TV /SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances Set

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM
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Up ' Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Kituated in a quiet rural location in an area

f outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

for cats only.

4 completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.comy
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTE

Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham. ot

Kent MER TEG
Tel: 01634 375222

Tax
¢ Book-Keeping

Boiler - tech

HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing

Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires

Square or Landscape shape
£28 per month
£78 for 3 months

Email af@thenet.uk.net
or call Hamish on 01634 310011
9.00am—>5.00pm Monday to Friday

It 0l i 1O Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

arl: adminia jadaccountants.co.uk g P - .

. ; g o el L boilertechservices@btinternet.com G

www. jadaccountants.co.uk Associated Services AN work giinranieed, Geriing OAR Da__slgg_a{;l?g__g'___ safe
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE MIRANDA

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS
WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
Mo solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES
We handle everything from the initial quotation,

GREG i?;é'é
BRYANT BZIS

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS
A1 RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

. Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

.. Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre frips - seaports

HOSPITAL RADIO MEDWAY

Hospital Radio Medway - a voluntary organisation
broadcasting to the Patients and Staft of Medway
Maritime Hospital. We are looking to recruit some

new Members to increase the current programmes so

if you have skills in chatting to people (Ward Rep
collecting requests), broadcasting (Presenter), tea

and coffee making (Programme Assistant), computer

genius (Librarian) or gifted with a screwdriver then
we need 1o hear from you. All you need is a few
hours each week and to be 18+, Please contact
Membership Secretary, Hospital Radio Medway,
01634 406865, studiogdhospitalradiomedway.co.uk
or www.hospitalradiomedway.co.uk.

We look forward to hearing from you

TAI CHI

New beginners class started on Tuesdays in July at
St Margaret's Millennium Centre, Rainham,

Free 'Taster Class' - Learn how to protect, maintain
and improve your health with slow, flowing and
gentle movement. Tai Chi helps improve breathing,
posture, balance, circulation and flexibility, whilst
helping to relieve stress, worry and anxiety.

Suitable for people of all ages. For more information

contact David or Maria (Registered Instructors) on
01634 365069 Mobile or text: 07805 608003
Email: mindsettaichi@aol.com

FREE CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre

Monday 10th - Sunday 23rd August

11.00am — 1.00pm & 2.00 — 4.00pm daily
Treasure hunts, face painting, balloon modelling,
plus arts and crafts workshops, suitable for all ages
from toddlers to grandparents.

Children must be supervised at all times.

Events will be held inside the centre, outside
Pandora and Thomson. Free Admission,

Free Parking , see www. hemparewdmllcy com

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

[ 4 4 Neat Feet [ 4 4

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe MNails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:
01634 322591

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 15 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Body Treatments Reflexology — Bridal
New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure Massage
Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL lashes
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 vears we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with persenal 1ax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES 7RU

www.salter-mclean.co.uk

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

WALK: UNRESTORED AMHERST
Thursday 27th August, 6.30pm
Meet at Fort Amherst Café
Join Martin Rogers and the Brompton History
Research Group on an evening walk around the
unrestored areas of Fort Amherst, which are not
normally open to the public (tour lasts approx. 2
hours) Tickets £3 — pay on arrival
Booking essential, email bhrgbookingsi@gmail.com
(Please note: Access may be an issue for some due
to uneven ground and stairs)
DOLLS* HOUSE OPEN DAY & EXHIBITION
Plus Road / Railway. Model Eddie Stobart Trucks
and Aeroplane Stands
Rainham & District Dolls” House and Miniaturist
St Margaret’s Junior School Orchard Street,
Rainham, MES 9AE
Saturday 29th August 10.00am — 4.00pm
& Sunday 30th August, 10.00am — 3.00pm
Last admission half an hour before closing
Many new items created for this 15th Exhibition
For further details contact 01634 312038
THE BRAIN TUMOUR CHARITY CONCERT
Autumn Melodies
Kingfisher Singers
Saturday 12th September, 7.30pm - 10.30pm
St Margaret’s Parish Church, Rainham
Ticket £7.50
Contact Olwen 01634 263622

GREEN ROCK RIVER BAND
Saturday 26th September, 7.00 for 7.30pm
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall
Come and enjoy an evening with the
'Green Rock River Band' which includes their
'Songs with Harmonies' and
‘Jazz fused Trombone'

Tickets £9 each phone Kay 01795 844408

Neil’s on Wheels
Mobile Caravan & Motorhome Services
Touring Caravan & Motorhome Habitation Checks
Internal & External Repairs Undertaken
Based in Newington — Serving the Southeast
Fully Insured ACOPS Gas Registered
C&G LV & ELV Electrical  Alde Service Engineer
Contact Neil on 07917 680814 or 01795 844223

Or email: neilonwheels2014@hotmail.com

Find us on Facebook: neilsonwheels2014

ASTER LARMS @

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS
Alarms—CCTV-Access Control
www.masteralarms.com Fair T’auer
mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JULY

This month’s Nature Notes are based on visits to Firle,
a village at the foot of the South Downs near Lewes
and Brook, a village overlooked by the North Downs
near Wye. Both have an ancient parish church, a
primary school and a public house, but are very
different in character. Firle is an attractive and
peaceful village on the edge of the parkland of Firle

Place, the home of the 8th Viscount Gage. What
becomes apparent as you walk around the village is
that almost all of the buildings have dark green doors,
gutters, drainpipes ete. These buildings include the
Ram Inn, the village Post Office and Stores and the
Forge and Carpenter’s Shop. It is clearly an estate
village. Lord Gage rules over the village with what he
once described as “benevolent feudality™. He refuses
to sell any of his cottages that become vacant.
Instead, he offers them at discounted rents to people
prepared to work in the village. Artisans have moved
in, including a lady blacksmith, a baker and two
carpenters. One result of this influx of young people is
that the primary school is thriving. In my walk around
the village I came across a number of house martins’
nests under the eaves of the brick and flint cottages.
The wet weather during the early part of the breeding
season would have produced plenty of mud for the
nests. | could both see and hear house sparrows in the
yard of Place Farm. Swallows that doubtless had nests
in some of the farm buildings were hawking for flies
above the adjoining wheat fields. A family of
goldfinches, emitting their characteristic tinkling
notes, flew overhead. I came across honey and bumble
bees and peacock and red admiral butterflies on the
flowers in front gardens behind dark green garden
gates.

Firle Beacon, like most of the hills that comprise the
South Downs, has a smooth rounded contour and is
bare of trees. There are spectacular views from the
Beacon, looking northwards. In the middle and far
distance is the High Weald of Sussex, including
Ashdown Forest. The low lying ground in the
foreground adjoins the River Ouse and the Cuckmere
River and is largely pasture land on which beef and

dairy cattle graze. Sheep have roamed on Firle Beacon
for hundreds of years and it is they that have kept the
Beacon clear of trees and shrubs. They have also kept
down the growth of down land flowers, although I did
come across a few solitary examples of field scabious,
greater knapweed and harebell. Near the top of the
Beacon, through which passes the South Downs Way,
I came across the remains of a dew pond, constructed
for the collection of drinking water for cattle and
sheep. Once back down in the village I enjoyed a
raspberry ripple ice cream from the Post Office and
Stores. I sat beside a Sir Gilbert Scott red telephone
box which stood in open defiance of Firle estate’s
rules on the compulsory use of dark green paint and
watched house martins flying to and from their nests.
Brook near Wye, here in Kent, is a linear village,
being mainly strung out along a single road. Its houses
and bungalows are mostly modern and owner
occupied. Atits heart is a parish church which is
Norman in origin and which contains some of the
most remarkable wall paintings in Kent. Next door is a
grade 1 listed, early 14th century, aisled, barn which
houses a collection of old farming tools and
machinery. The brook after which the villager is
named flows into the Great Stour above Wye. I noted
little of natural history interest in the village apart
from meadow sweet, with its frothy white flowers, and
harts tongue fern, both species growing alongside the
brook. After visiting both the church and the barn, 1
headed for the Devil’s Kneading Trough, which is a
dry, deep sided valley formed by glacial action and is
at the top of the Wye Downs. The steep climb to the
public car park is lined with beech trees which were
presumably planted in Victorian times. From the car
park. at 550 feet above sea level, there are views over
Romney Marsh, the Vale of Kent (through which runs
the River Beult), Ashdown Forest and Battle Ridge
above Hastings. The steep slopes of the Trough
deterred me from climbing down it. The field at the
top of the slopes was lush with vegetation. Dried up
cowpats were evidence of the English White cattle,
belonging to Wye Community Farm, that are grazed in
the field once the flowers and grasses have dropped
their seeds. Flowers in the field included harebells,
ladies” bedstraw, greater knapweed, red clover,

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSQCIATION MEMBER

[MEDWAY PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve

Boarding
Cattery

124 Hour Service (Mo call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
|O0.AP. Discounts

1So call teday for a great deal, peace of
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Fair Trader 04634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Owner FAB trained
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same househald
Viewing welcome, by appointment only pleass
www catnapbredhurst co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhursti@iyahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bradhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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marjoram and field scabious. The light brown seed
heads of various types of grasses waved about in the
breeze. Meadow brown, gatekeeper, chalk hill blue
and common blue butterflies flitted about and bumble
bees were attracted to purple thistle heads. At least
two yellow hammers were uttering their familiar calls
of high summer. The area around the Trough is part of
the wooded Wye Downs National Nature Reserve and
is a complete contrast to the sparse, sheep-grazed
sward of Firle Beacon in the South Downs. Right next
to where | had parked my car is the Devil’s Kneading
Trough Restaurant. Hidden discretely in the trees at
the top of the downs, it is a welcome sight to both
walkers along the North Downs Way and those, like
me, who have not walked very far at all.

Joe Ennis

RAINHAM STATION
The 1950s saw many changes to the railway and
Stations on the London to Dover main line. In early
1957, the platform surfaces at Rainham were extended
at their western ends with concrete cast components,
in readiness for the twelve vehicle formations
proposed as part of the February 1956-approved Kent
Coast Electrification Scheme, The third rail was
installed throughout on the *Chatham” main line
during 1958, and in the same year, construction of a
then new “power box” commenced at Rainham. This
was positioned on the *down’ side, immediately
opposite its LC&DR predecessor. It appears that the
building of the new signalling panel necessitated the
decommissioning of the lengthy ‘down’ refuge siding
the site where this siding’s connection with the
“down’ line was made was now required for the signal
box structure. Work also began on quadrupling 2!
miles of route between Rainham and Newington,
which would allow fast trains to overtake both
stopping services and freights after the
commencement of the full accelerated electric
timetable. Rainham’s “power box’ came into use on
26th April 1959, and semaphore signals were replaced
with three-aspect colour lights. For the time being,
soods traffic remained, and the level crossing was still
manually worked. The full-accelerated electric
timetable came into use on the *Chatham’ route on
1 5th June 1959; the ex-SER Weald of Kent main line
continued to feature steam haulage until June 1962,
RAD

Extract from RAINHAM IN THE 1850s
(More will be included at a later date)
The construction of the railway and the station became
the most important transport development during the
decade. The station opened on January 25th 1858 and
became known as ‘Rainham & Newington™ until it
was renamed ‘Rainham’ in 1862. The station’s two
storey brick building incorporated the station master’s
accommodation. A wooden shelter stood on the south
side of the station for waiting passengers and a foot
track linked the two platforms with a goods shed
connected by a single track at the Gillingham end.
Because a signal box did not exist the points were
operated by manual levers,
The railway brought immediate benefits to the village.
Firstly, local farmers who had sold much of their
produce locally or had it transported by slow moving
barges to London were able to transport their produce
to the capital much quicker by train. The railway also
attracted more people to the area.
Rainham expanded rapidly with the coming of the
railway and this led to an increase in its population to
3,905 by 1901.This doubling of the population and an
expansion of businesses from 1850 to 1901 eventually
made Rainham the largest village in the area.

David Wood
RAINHAM in the 1930s and 1940s.
(Part of a longer article by Richard J Church - more
will be included at a later date.)
The Railway came to Rainham about 1858 before that
Station Road was known as White Horse Lane. The
original Southern Railway station, called Rainham and
Newington, was a detached Victorian building, set
well back from Station Road and the level crossing, it
was reached by walking across a muddy field, and
stepping over sleepers and a length of rail track- and if
it was night time and pitch dark it could be very
interesting!
To go to London, it was necessary to first travel to
Gillingham, then change trains for London Bridge or
Charing Cross, a time taking procedure.
In the late 1940s it was usual for us to get the train
from Gillingham that arrived in London before 8am,
thus qualifying for a “Workmans Ticket” . 1f my
memory is correct this return ticket cost 2/6d (Twelve
and a half new pence) but a near essential London
breakfast (tea and toast) in Lyons Corner House added
to the cost.

+» TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

e o LINDSA

- MULCH
« FIREWOQD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER P

For all your Plumbing Services ‘\!_IJ

Rnggﬂ HELP is on its way
" UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
o BOILER EXCHANGES
‘sHfe POWER FLUSHING

™" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers. Cookers Ete,
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey pip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

D,/ Builders &
/1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham:Kent-MES8 7NJ

WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

No job too small
Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

DA CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPLECIALIST
FEXTENSIONS LOF]
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL COMMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCLE

City & Guilds |/ Institute of Carpenters
TOP N ALITY AT COMPETTTIVE
RALTES
MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Muobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

Maintenance undertaken,
Mew Systems Fitted e
Landlord Gas Safety Reports
Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

.

'Window Fix Direct

i
BOILERCARE Do you have windows | from only £399
. safety Register or doors that ‘
. ing & Don't open or close prope g ‘
|

Have condensation inside th

01634 789025 /07950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

'

Digital Hearing Aids

* Local Family Business
» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
+ Free demonstrations

« After sales service

n close
of

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment

www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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August 23rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am

Meet Lindsay Floyd 07743 702049 St Margaret’s at
Cliffe car park off High Street (free with toilets)
(GR359447 For a 4 mile moderate walk Frontline
Britain Trail, generally level but steep slope down to
the Bay and steep slope and 100 steps up to the Dover
Patrol Memorial Dogs on lead

August 23rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim
lewisladi@hotmail.com 07807 896995 9.00am, Park
and meet in public car park on B2231 Leysdown Road/

Shellness Road, just past Nutts Caravan Park (plenty off

parking spaces). TRO38703 ME12 4QT fora 10 mile
moderate coastal route to Shellness Nature Reserve
onto Harty Ferry and return via Leysdown Marshes.
Bring binoculars, plenty of wildlife, coastal views,
flying history and good pub stop, only one small stile,
Bring Picnic lunch for midway break.

August 23rd - Final Evening Service Rainham Methodist
Church, 6.30pm, light refreshment from 5.00pm, more
details 01634 374231,

August 24th - Monday Hub, (see 3rd Aug).

August 25th - UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome, davidrpowell3@hotmail.co.uk

August 25th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 11th Aug).

August 26th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, United
Retormed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham.
Questions and Answers Evening, 7.15pm start, £2
members, £3 non members includes refreshments.
Contact 01634 852519 for further details.

August 27th - Walk: Unrestored Amherst, Join Martin
Rogers and the Brompton History Research Group
6.30pm for an evening walk around the unrestored
areas of Fort Amherst, which are not normally open to
the public (tour lasts approx. 2 hours) meet Fort
Amherst Café, Booking essential, please email
bhrgbookingst@ gmail.com Tickets £3 — pay on arrival.
Note uneven ground and stairs

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675 /07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trader

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435 /07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

August 27th - Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, Rainham, Ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634
312038 for details.

August 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tania
07841 9133561 office@taniapeitzker.com, 10.00am,
Park and meet at Court Farm Butchery & Country
Larder, Upper Halling TQ692645 ME2 1HR lots of’
free parking in front of farm shop and/or in the
adjoining field for a 5 mile leisurely walk past the
chalk cliffs along Pilgrims Road down to the Blue
Lake, past St Andrews Park to Halling Marsh, through
Halling Village along the Medway River footpath with
a visit to a church ruin, then up past Snodland Lakes,
over to Holborough Lakes and through Paddlesworth
Farm, including a visit/stop at the Linghams family
chapel, St Benedict's Church. Then up the hill towards
the North Downs forest, with stunning views over the
farmland to the river. Back along public paths in the
woods above Paddlesworth Farm 1o Ladds Lane and
through Upper Halling Village returning to Court
Farm's where refreshments are available as well as the
BBQ followed by the Rochester Film Society event - if
Ramblers wish to stay lor the free party (films £5) BBQ
and other lood & drink charged at a low cost).

August 29th - Rainham Horticultural Society Show Day,
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham 2.00
4.00pm, ring 01634 366276 for details.

August 29th & 30th - Dolls” House Open Day &
Fxhibition, 10.00am — 3.00pm, St Margaret’s Junior
School Orchard Street, Rainham, MER 9AE details
contact 01634 312038 www.rainhamdhg.co.uk

August 30th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike,
10.00am at the commuter car park just north of
Bredhurst TQ799629 MES OLU fora 6 mile leisurely
walk with a gradual incline via Bredhurst Hurst,
Scragged Oak Road and Monkdown Wood then retum
to car park. Bring snack for midway break (Bell pub is
currently closed, but Harrow nearby is open)

August 30th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847 828249
Grangers Hill, South Hawke GR373541 CR3 7TAD
Turn right into Flower Lane just beyond the junction
A22/ A25 for a 6 mile hard walk around the lovely
village and countryside of Woldingham, One steep
climb, no stiles, beautiful views. Dogs on lead

August 30th - Final Communion Service Rainham
Methodist Church, 10.30am, details 01634 374231,

August 31st — Medway Serabble Club, St Stephens

Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, 2.00
4.30pm, new members welcome, details 01634 230500
September 1st - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
‘Living Card’ making your own A5 card, New
members welcome, first visit free, no experience
needed For details contact Kaye Buss (01634 232998 or
email kayebuss@btinternet.com
September 1st - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, *Say it with
Poison” - Russell Bowes, New members welcome, ring
01634 366276 for details.




STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Loeal Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT

G & TILING - LEAD!
KS REPOINTED OR

NQ JOB TOO SMALL O BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

01634 372411

-
"E““‘, 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
DOMESTIC "y
INgTALLER =7

\

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc.
Single items from £14.95
Light demolition
Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Domestic Installer
KITCHEN

ANDY SHEPHERD DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality
Kitchens
Bedrooms
ation Bathrooms
Tel/Fax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Fair Trader

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

»

X Call for a free quote.
B¥ Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
@ 01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.
Website: www.linwoodhe.com LI nwo Od
Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Est. 1981

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
Cantact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

: Cpeentd

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services

Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.

Odd Jobs and much more No job too small

Prompt and Reliable Servicd
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September 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Arthur/
Jan arthur.waters(@sky.com 01634 711734, 10.00am,
Park and meet in car park adjacent to 103 Albatross
Avenue, Strood TQ 711691 ME2 2XR for a 4 mile
leisurely walk via Broad Oak Wood, Great Wood,
Ranscombe Farm. Pub at end with lunches available.

September 3rd — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community, 2.00pm, More anecdotes from Neil
Arnold, for over 50s ring 07434 672418 for details.

September 4th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for a cuppa and chat ring 01634 364309

September 5th - Bredhurst Village Show, 2.30pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall, Ring 01634 233554 for details

September 5th — Instep Dancing, (see 8th Aug).

September 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Len
01634 319391 lenbeadlef@blueyonder.co.uk, 10.00am,
Shipbourne Park, meet at Dene Park, Puttenden Road
large free car park TQ606510 TN11 9RJ fora 5 mile
leisurely Circular walk varied on woodland and field
paths some moderate climbs, 9 stiles, 4 gates. Weald
views as we pass Fairlawne House once owned by
Edward Cazalet who was for many years the trainer of
the Queen Mother's horses. The Chaser Inn in nearby
Shipbourne has lunches available.

September 8th - Friends of Medway Archives, 7.30pm
Frindsbury Parish Hall, Church Green, ME2 4HY talk
by Amy Adams, Learning & Communications
Engagement Officer will speak on the newly opened
Nation Huguenot Museum in Rochester. Tickets £35 (£3
to FOMA members) includes light refreshments.

September 8th — Gillingham and District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society, ‘Roses and their Cultivation
Peter Cox, (see 11th Aug).

September 8th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 11th Aug).
September 8th - Medway Antique & Collectors' Club, The
British Navy 1793 — 1815 - Alaric Bond, ( 11th Aug).

September 9th - U3A Rainham Mark Social Hall, Joe
Mendell: Bob Newhart Rides Again, (see 12th Aug).

September 9th — Bredhurst W, Adele - Cupcakes, (see
12th Aug).

September 9th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, My Family and other
Setbacks: Mel Rees, for details contact Rhonda Peck
07951 629444

Reflexology

Advanced Qualified Therapist

as featured in Kent Life magazine
- Holistic Dead Sea facials

- Waxing specialist

Elaine Wheeler AR IR ART
Medway (01634) 379360
www.bodytalktherapies.co.uk

September 9th — Rainham Flower Club, Demonstration
‘A few of my favourite things’ by Sue Thompson, (sce
12th Aug).

September 10th — Wigmore Thursday Club, A visit from
Imam Safeer Zartasht (see 3rd Sept).

September 10th - Donn Barcott's “Five 5 Live’, (see 13th)

September 12th — Crafi Market, St Margaret’s
Millennium Centre, (see 8th Aug).

September 12th - Gillingham Parish Church, Proms
Concert 7.00pm, The Medway Band will be playing
many well known, rousing pieces of music. Tickets £8
includes refreshments, from 01634 932135, Free
parking Saxon Way School.

September 12th - The Brain Tumour Charity Concert, St
Margaret’s Parish Church, Rainham, Autumn Melodies,
Kingfisher Singers, 7.30 - 10.30pm, Ticket £7.50
Contact Olwen 01634 263622

September 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony/
Ann (1634 406634 vajra.faulkner@btinternet.com,
10.00am, Yalding Meet at the Teapot Cafe/Museum .
Free parking on troadside by the canal or at the Lees
(Parking fee). TQ690497 MEI18 6HG for a 6 mile
leisurely walk with hills, stiles and quiet roads. Good
views of the valley near Royden Hall. Bring picnic
lunch Pub at end: The Anchor Inn, 01622 814359,

September 14th - Rainham Evening Bereavement
Friendship Group, (see 10th Aug).

September 14th - Monday Hub, (see 3rd Aug).

September 14th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 3rd Aug).

September 14th - Reiki Kyokai Led by Robert Jefford,
8.00 — 10.00pm, Ramada Encore Chatham Historic
Dockyard, £12 pp. open to All, Booking Essential. For
details and book email kentreikishares@ gmail.com

September 14th - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club
Concert, Organist - Trevor Flunder, (see 10th Aug).

September 15th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘Leaf
Manipulation’” Workshop Carol & Kaye (see [st Sept).

WARDS E
PLASTERING

01634 379295
07809 436078

& nward62@hotmail.com
PROPF.RT_):’:, " "CLEAN RELIABLE SERVICE
| MAINTEN ANCE =S

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

JOB VACANCIES.

Take Care Home Help are recruiting
now. We are looking for mature
minded, reliable people to work part
time. Own car and mobile phone
essential. See www. takecareltd.co.uk
for more info or call 01634 316821,
JEREMY'S GUITAR TUITION.
All styles. 07811 687 433

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

PAINTING SOLUTIONS.

All painting outdoors, indoors and any
small jobs. Tidy and reliable. Call
Ayman on (07547 608 779.

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

(01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
CLEANER - reliable& punctual
CRB checked. Vast experience
including the Elderly. 01634 261032
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Repgae,
etc. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply
SPARKLES Glitter PARTY .co.uk.
Girls” Pamper Parties 01634 376270
MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service. To find out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons. AD.DIP.CP.
DIP.Hyp.CS.MHS.

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis, sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749

Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
etc. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,

SELF EMPLOYED CLEANER/S
needed to help out a small domestic
cleaning business on an ad hoc basis.
£10 per hour. References required.
Please contact Leanne (17854
693711, leanneflrborganise.co.uk
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053,

PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420.

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

YOGA CLASSES / Mindfulness
Learn to work with body, mind &
breath. Imprave posture & health.
Contact Evi on 01634 317463,
Website www.freed-om.co.uk

RALPH'S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret (1634
363315 /07766 980 732

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJIC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
(79580 72928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025/ 0771 450 6996

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105 /07866 315 471

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648
CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films, 01634 230799,
MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk, 01634 365427
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julic 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting. tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons, Graham 01634 260281
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
erinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs, Green waste shredding. Turfl
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs

for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice

and estimates [or a first class job.,
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal ol corns and hard skin.
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

DENTURE REPAIRS,

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418.

DISCO — professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
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Rainham Community ORCHARD
More volunteers are needed 1o help clear
the weeds before our pick your own days
in mid Sept. Please call 01634 310011
Mon-Fri 9am to Spm or email
orchardzithenet.uk.net

ARE YOU A TUTOR LOOKING
for more pupils? These Small Ads are an
effective place to find them. 3 tutors have
dropped out, one with a long waiting list,
one has retired, one moved. Email your ad
to affathenet.uk.net and we will reply
with a proof'and the cost.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
Mo call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516
CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinie.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails,
01634 361720,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

Just give us a call, We come 1o you

and the first consultation is free,

Phone Michael on 01634 816003,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
| Tam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details ol other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome, Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years' experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modemised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loap. To hook
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
1o 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal tor Weddings, Partics & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting - Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by
Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps ete with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Hooks 21-23
Station Road, Rainham,

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

| ACE
. GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows,
fitted & repawed
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,-All werl -

guaranteed
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

' ROOFING REPAIRS

Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing

| Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AD Sewlces IIAIHHAM

PILATES

Man - St Pauls Church,
Parkwood @ 1.45
Tues - Newington Village Hall @
10.30
Tues - St Justus Church,
Rochester @ 12.30
(starting 21 July}

Tues - Scout Hut, Hempstead
@ 2.00
Queries Janet
01843 316093 [ 07731 455536

janet.job@hotmail.co.uk

D Bishop & Son

Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars
All types of scrap metal
taken and Recycled
Also Rubbish Cleared

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MEB 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels
Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

@A@\ Fair Trader
701634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
FLA T ROOFING Come and browse amongst our constantly
Strip & Re-felt changing selection of good quality used
’ k 's Vid Vi d
All Work & Materials Guaranteed Ol fantostioally T
Also General Roof Repairs Good Local History area of brand
Free Written Quotation new books
MEDWA Y 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
v Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday

Hallett’s o Est 1971
Plumbing & ‘sdfe
Heating Chrés Hallett
Boil S CET’fsT kd L Ilsch‘;ATINIf;l REPAIRS GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROCFS
oller C[‘\'ll’.‘.lﬂg, rea. OWns .uxury athrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MEB ONS For free estimates telephone 01 634 375069
01634 370697 07711 362898| | NoJob too LARGE or SMALL - We do them all
HOGWOOD Electrical NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
) Electnt Kitchen design and fitting
Extra lights, Extensions — Bathrooms — Doars
sockets - . I’!I!“ =z
4 . —— Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. somenc (7%
fuse boa_rds pomesnc ) Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
& full rewires ol i All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant 01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819 2 Bty ioeg PRI
; i 1 EEN
D e e S |20 Plastering
<17 CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD|  oy0TATION
Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings Skimming, Coving, Rendering, .
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks Drywall board work, Floor Screeding, |
Al types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings Decorative Mouldings, Repairs w |
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom Tel: 01634 379822 _.__:"slgu"-,
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre Fair Trader : r 3
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG semm  Mob: 07897 498189 :
M. 07956 398531, E- sales@erystalcurtaing.co uk, W: www crystalcurtans co.uk Free Surveys & Quotes

JIn time of need ...
Funeral Dinectens SALTY
A private family owned and run business xﬁ
® 24 hour Personal Service « Home visits if preferred « Private Chapels of Rest
« Monumental Masons » Pre-arranged Funeral Plans « Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW
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