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St Mary’s Church, Upchurch has an unusual 'candle-snuffer' steeple. An octagonal pyramid
seems to have been stacked on top of a square one resembling a couple of inverted cones. It
has been suggested that the distinctive shape was chosen to help navigation for shipping on
the river. See the article on page 9 by David Wood ‘Upchurch at War in 1915°.

orno elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUESL
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Editorial

July is always an exciting month, if you are of school
age exams are soon over and all the end of year
activities begin: Sports Day, Concerts, Certificate
Evenings, Outings and the more relaxed last days of
term before the long summer holidays begin. At least
that’s how it used to be! I always considered the days
at the end of July, after we broke up, as a bonus
holiday and loved the feeling of freedom that seemed
as though it could go on for ever. But times have
changed. We now have Academies and Free Schools
beside the Community Colleges and private fee paying
establishments and it seems no two agree on what
makes an ideal school year. Some work a strict six
week term — have a holiday, regardless of where it
falls in the calendar or religious year. Others still stick
to the age old Christmas, Easter and long summer
holiday pattern, others have a mix of the two. [ am
sure with enthusiastic leadership all schemes can be
made to work successfully and long lists of pros and
cons drawn to accompany any model but it must be a
nightmare for parents trying to juggle work and school
|‘10|Iddyb when more than one school enters the
equation. I welcomed the government hard line
approach to unauthorised absence of school children
believing all school time is important but my
sympathies go out to parents now who must find it
incredibly difficult to find a time when everyone can
eo away together for a family holiday.

At last it seems that we may have a summer after all,
The temperature is warming up nicely and the long
light days are a joy when the sun shines. This is just in
time for all the outdoor events which crowd our diary
for July. Village Fetes, Festivals and Picnics compete
with Summer Concerts, Produce Shows and this year
Dog Shows which also seem popular. Not forgetting
of course the many guided walks hoping to entice you
outside to continue or indeed begin a fitness regime
whilst enjoying the countryside — so whatever you do
— perhaps just enjoying your own garden — have a very
good month until we see you again in August.

Correspondence

WIGMORE HUTS

Dear Editor

I was very interested in the photo on the May 2015
issue of Action Forum. 1 do not recognise the actual

house but many years ago as a child I lived in one very
much like it.
It was called *Glenkendy” and as far as [ can recall it
was owned by someone from London. Most of these
houses, were owned as an escape to the country. Ours
was in the old Bredhurst Road (unmade in those days),
if the plots were sold for £10 what a bargain! The
garden back and front was huge and Dad grew all we
needed for a growing family. Veggies, fruit trees and
soft fruit — it was idyllic.
Alas Dads health was not good as he was gassed
serving in the First World War so always had
problems. He worked in the Dockyard and cycled to
and from work but eventually found this impossible so
we moved to Holding Street. How Mum must have
missed that garden to help feed us.
I have very fond memories of our time in Wigmore
and often think about them. It would be interesting to
know if any of the original homes are still lived in.

Yours sincerely

Mrs E Naylor (nee Adie)

69 Suffolk Court

Rainham MES 71.B
WATERSIDE LANE
Dear Editor,

I lived in Ivy Cottage on Gads Hill in my childhood.
On the left hand side going down Waterside Lane was
the Zion Church where we went to Sunday School,
there was also a very tall house where Mr and Mrs
Croydon lived with their four children. On the left
there was a Lane with on the corner one big and then
several small cottages. We would often go there to
listen to Mr Walker play his accordion on Sundays. [
believe he was Irish. Further down Waterside Lane on
the left were two old cottages and at the bottom a
water outlet with a wall. In the summer this was a
meeting place to chat and swim then venture across
the water to a small mud island.

Turn to the left and there were two houses down steps,
my cousin Lily Obee lived in the first. A footpath led
to the Strand past allotments. If you turned to the right
there were more cottages and a big house where Mr &
Mrs Groves (manager of the cement works) lived.

So many memories come flooding back to me. The
post office at the top of Gads Hill, Mr & Mrs
Wickham and daughter Sheila, Mr & Mrs Bromley
with Doreen, Robert and James their children, a shop
next which had packets of seeds in the window, Mr &
Mrs Murrel lived here, There was a small shop tucked
in the corner where we got our sweets and comics,
then a Greengrocers kept by Mr & Mrs Small. Mr
Alfie Hart had an orchard and a coal round, there was
a Butchers on the corner on the left of Ivy Cottages. |
remember Mrs Thorp and children Jean, Len and Ken,
Mrs Taylor with Jean, Eileen and John, Jacks Stores
and so many more people.

At the bottom of Gads Hill there still remains a small
building where the siren was during the war.

I moved from Gads Hill, where I lived with my-

brother Gordon and sisters Betty, Shirley and Daphne,
when I was 15 years old. | am now 81 but remember it
so well.

Yours sincerely

Margaret Simpson

14 Peregrine Drive

Sittingbourne ME10 4TZ

BATTERSEA DOGS & CATS HOME

Please help Battersea Dogs & Cats Home in your local
community

We are inviting local animal lovers to form a new
volunteer fundraising group. Groups organise local
activities like fete stalls, quiz nights and coffee
mornings to benefit the dogs and cats at Battersea,
including those at their rehoming centre in Brands
Hatch. This is a great way to meet people, have fun
and contribute to a worthwhile cause and groups are
provided with lots of materials and support from the
Home.

Battersea receives no government funding and needs
to raise £15.4m every year. If you are sociable,
enthusiastic and have some spare time, please contact
Battersea’s Regional Community Fundraiser, Victoria
Lawrence, on 07590 173456 or at
v.lawrence(@battersea.org.uk to find out more.

PAINTING, DRAWING & SEWING DAY
Following the huge success of our Community Art &
Craft Exhibition last year, St. Margaret's Parish
Church are holding a painting, drawing and sewing
day on August 1st.
Artists & drawers will be able to paint or draw either
inside or outside our beautiful building with the well
known local artist Geoffrey John Hall on hand to offer
advice and suggestions whilst needle women will be
able to create a pin cushion whilst learning the
Cathedral Window Patchwork technique from Rosie
Bayliss.
Sessions will be from 10.00am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-
4.00pm and the cost for either part or the whole day
will be £3 including free tea & coftee. There will be a
very small charge for the pin cushion kit.
For any further information and for entry forms, which
need to be returned by 26th July, please contact Kate,
in the Church Office during office hours or on 01634
362023 also during office hours.

Pam Ormiston

SALMON WINDOWS
Installers of Quality Products for 30 years

Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced
Family run independent company T
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 or 07973 860369 ™

RAINHAM COMMUNITY ORCHARD
More volunteers needed.
A year ago Zammit Roofing generously offered us 5
acres of apple orchard at the bottom of Bloors Lane to
run both as a productive orchard and as a wildlife
habitat. Since then volunteers have put in many hours
clearing nettles, thistles etc and then pruning during
the winter. This summer the weed is growing fast and
we need many more volunteers to help clear it before
our “pick your own” days in September. Any profit
we make will be donated to Kent Wildlife Trust. If
you can spend a few hours a week helping please
email orchardf@thenet.uk.net or call me on 01634
310011 9.00 to 5.00 Mon to Fri to arrange a time to
view the orchard.

Hamish Mackay Miller

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors of Action Forum are needed for:
Rainham

Hawthorne Avenue, Caldew Avenue & Ashley Road
Wigmore

Eleanor Close, Rutland Close and Top Maidstone Road
Parkwood

Rycaut, Howbury, & Hardinge & part Long Catlis Road
Culpepper Road to Readscroft Road

Hempstead

Wildwood, Black Rock , Stalham Closes & Coppice Ct
Watermeadow & Horseshoe Closes

Upchurch

I'he Poles, part of The Street,

Church Farm Road, Forge Lane

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 (please
mention that you are calling about Action Forum) or
email afi@thenet.uk.net

. s§ : MAENSSTXS

Home Help Service B
?T—Eﬁ::«aark ?:rsis;i:mgs"ops que Ccre

* Respite sitiing ~ * Support o

: Caring For Your Independence

o Well-being visits ~ @ppointments Please call us on

Gordening/  *Compenionship eyl g B0y
Handyman forautings www.takecareltd.co.uk

w sent the very) person 1 needed.,
arol, she could have been family

Assistants CRB checked,
insured & referenced.
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Diary 2015

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

aff@ithenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: July 21st

July 4th — Lower Halstow Village Dog Show, 10.00am

July 4th - Jazz Night, Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham,
8.00pm, The Parkin Lot with a varied programme
Tickets £8 from www.ticketsource.co.uk or on the door.

July 4th - Upchurch Festival of Musie, 8.00pm, City of
Canterbury Brass Band , St. Mary’s Church, Admission
Free, Retiring Collection For Festival Funds.

July 5th - Volunteer Task Day, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, come and help at the Country
Park, learn about the management and meet new
people, refreshments provided, 01634 338191

July 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony/Ann
01634 406634, 10.00am, Borstal Recreation Ground car
park. No parking fee TQ738669 ME1 3AE fora 6.5
mile moderate walk Bring picnic lunch

July 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847 828249
Brenchley car park at Market Heath on Brenchkey
Road just before the village GR 673418 TN12 7NX,
For a 6 mile easy walk in the Weald , Dogs on leads

July 6th - Monday Hub, St Paul's Church, Parkwood,

8 9PN, 10.00am - 12.30pm all welcome

July 6th — Medway Serabble Club, St Stephens Church
Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alternate Mondays
2.00 — 4.30pm, new members welcome, 01634 230500

July 6th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham 8.00pm, A fun game, or two,
of Bingo, New members welcome, £2 per visit includes
refreshments, for details ring Sue 01634 230639,

July 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, ‘Medway in
Bloom™ - John Bentley, New members welcome, ring
01634 366276 for details.

July 7th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
“Malmaison — Duchess Rose™ — Workshop with outside
tutor (Viv O’ Sullivan), New members welcome, first
visit free, no experience needed details contact Kaye
Buss 01634 232998 or email kayebuss@ btinternet.com

July 8th - U3A Rainham Mark Social Hall 56 London

Road, 2.00pm, Steve Pendleton - Blinded on Duty ring
0789 589 0635 for details.

July 8th — Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch Village Hall,
7.30pm, Demonstration *Bursting full of colour” by
Graham King, for details ring 01634 864572 or see
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk

July 8th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm Village Hall, Mr. D
March — The story of cheeses & Beckeeping, visitors
welcome, For details ring 01634 389966

July 9th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community, 2.00pm, ‘Shipwrecked en route to The
Falklands, Brian Biggs for over 50s ring 01634 235507

July 9th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board games,
tea and chat. Village Hall behind the Church 2.00 -
4.00pm. New members always welcome, phone 366907

July 9th - Donn Barcott’s ‘Five 5 Live’, 44Two Sports
and Social Club, 8.30pmFeaturing Elaine Dyan and
Andrew Hawkes Magician, Admission £6 all welcome,
Details 01634 405037

July 10th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for a cuppa &chat ring Julic 01634 364309

July 10th — UpARA. Monthly Meeting, Upchurch Village
Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, New Members
Welcome, For details email Chairman David Powell
davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

July 11th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £5 from
carole@cdadswell.freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

July 11th - Upchurch Choral Society *The Green Leaves
Of Summer” Conducted by Helen Osborne,
Accompanist Janet Stone, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church,
Upchurch, Admission by programme £5 (children free)
Refreshments by and in aid of Friends of St Mary’s

July 11th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, Hempstead
Village Hall, 8.00pm, Outing, Hastings and Merriments
Gardens details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses

Beginners: August 4th, Sept 15th
Improvers: August 6th, Sept 17th

Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and
mstallation of gas central
heating, botlers, fires, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
« PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
» FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquines@a-roofing-services.co.uk

July 11th — Instep Dancing, social dances, Rainham
School for Girls, Derwent Way, MES 0BX, Ballroom,
Latin, Sequence, 8.00 — 11.00pm enquiries 01634
363738 or email s.collinsO2@ btinternet.com

July 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977 614033,
Bluebell Hill, Common Road picnic site GRB06578

July 15th - Hempstara Hempstead Active Retirement

Association, Scout Hall, Dukes Meadow Drive,
2.00pm. Contact 01634 364440 for details.

July 15th — RainARA, 442 Club, Featherby Road,

Rainham, Talk on “Malawi Charity” by Elspeth Backe,
Members only, Details kentsofkent(@ tiscali.co.uk or
01634 373596

MET4 31D For a 5.5 mile hard walk through chalkland July 15th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Bredhurst

and trees, hilly with a steep climb at the end. No dogs

July 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Heather 07887
750881, 10.00am, Public Car Park immediately to the
north of Linton Church ([ree). TQ7355502 ME i7 4JAW
for a 5 mile leisurely walk. cotfee break half way, Pub
at end with lunches available.

July 12th - Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country Park,
1(L00am — 2.00pm. come and help at the Country Park,
learn about the management and meet new people,
refreshments provided, 01634 337432

July 12th & 131th - Festival of Archaeology Open Days
Bredhurst Archaeology Project by Historical Research
Group of Sittingbourne, details Richard Emmett 07778
793079 or email richard@hrgs.co.uk

July 13th - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club Concert,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30
10.00pm, Organist - Dirkjan Rangzjin, details ring Brian
Leonard 01634 234694

Village Hall, Susan Scrivens llustrated Talk - *Herbs
for Everyday Use’ Sweet Pea and Single Rose Show,
New Members Welcome, Ring 01634 233554

July 16th - Rainham Women's Institute 1.45 - 4.00pm,

Speaker on "Scarf Tving", Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham. Visitors welcome for small
entry charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details,

July 16th - Hempstead Leisure Club, ‘Billy Bunter” Talk

by Tony Whiting (see 9th July)

July 16th — Wigmore Thursday Club, ‘Mayo with

everything (or Irish Stew), Paul Warren (see 9th July).

July 16th - Walk: The Great Lines Heritage Park, Join the

Brompton History Research (imup for a guided walk.
I'ind out more about the fascinating heritage and
ceology of this special place. 6. 30pm meeting point
Fort Amherst top gates, Maxwell Road, Booking
essential, please email bhrgbookings@ gmail.com
Tickets £3 — pay on arrival

July 13th — Rainham Wives, Summer Meal, (see 6th July) July 17th - HempstARA Whist afiernoon. 1.30pm, Scout

July 13th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening of each month to help people still in
employment who have lost a loved one, join us for a
cuppa and chat ring Julic 01634 364309 for details

July T4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 6.30pm
Meet Stephen \l.mnmk 07551 712438 Thurnham Black
Horse Pub car park GR806578 ME14 31D, Fora 4
mile moderate Evening walk, No dogs

July 14th - Gillingham and District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, Mini Show of cuttings distributed
in March, for details ring 01634 852519

July 14th - Rainbow Whist Drive, Bredhurst Village Hall
Hurstwood Road, 7.30pm all whist players are
welcome, partner not needed. Details 01634 610364

July 14th - Medway Antique & Collectors' Club, St
George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 8.00pm, Militaria,
Medals with a story - Keith Reeves, visitors welcome.
medwayantiquespublicity l @virginmedia.com

Hut, Dukes Meadow Drive, all abilities welcome,
partner is not required, for details please call Funice
on 01634 321664,

July 17th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rughy Club, Darland

Avenue, Gillingham, 8.30pm, Robert Castelli/ Boom
Quartet. Top modern jazz, funk, and Latin, Admission
£10. Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743,

July 18th - Newington Village Festival with Demelza,

Noon — 9.00pm, School ficld, ME9 7LB, Annual tug-
of-war contest, Live music on stage, dance displays,
birds of prey, martial arts, sporting events, fairground
rides and sideshows, children's events, competitions,
stalls, licensed bar, BBQ, Pimms and tea tents.
Admission £2, under 16s free.

July 18th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, Stour

Valley Walk section 3 Meet Stephen Manning 07551
712438, Ashford Blackwall Road South TN24 ONX For
a 10.5mile moderate walk finishing at Chilham Station
CT4 8EG Contact Stephen for details, No dogs

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
e Extra TV /SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances Set

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Up Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
f outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats only.
completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.
Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichol

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com|
Web: www,whiskerslodge, comy




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

£28 per month
£78 for 3 months

Email af@thenet.uk.net
or call Hamish on 01634 310011
9.00am—5.00pm Monday to Friday

7 Accounts Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, B ¥ i
Kent MES TEG + Tax . Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Tel: 01634 375222 *  Bookckecplng Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
el - g Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877
‘. anl: adminie jadaccountants.co.u o - . .
: : : e boilertechservices@btinternet.com -
www.jadaccountants.co.uk Associated Services All work guaranteed, Genine OAP Discounts sate_
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE MIRANDA
Square or Landscape shape

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS
WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG NS
Shtant IO

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

N'ABC Pueie e s

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES
We handle everything from the initial quotation,

manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding

* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

.. Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

THE GREEN LEAVES OF SUMMER
Upchurch Choral Society
Lovely Music for a Summer Evening
Conducted by Helen Osborne
Accompanist Janet Stone
Saturday 11th July, 7.30pm
St Mary’s Church, Upchurch
Admission by programme £5 (children free)
Refreshments provided by and in aid of
Friends of St Mary’s

SUMMER CONCERT Old Barn Orchestra
Saturday 18th July at 7.30pm

St Martin’s Church, Northumberland Avenue,
Maidstone MEL5 7LP

Schubert Symphony No 2 - Sibelius Waltz Triste
Beethoven Coriolan Overture - Haydn Symphony 99
Tickets £12 on the door or from 01795 843228

or 10634 376979 or e-mail oldbarnos@gmail.com

SUMMER CONCERT
River Voice Community Choir
Saturday 18th July, 2.30 for 3.00pm start
St Stephens Church, Chatham ME4 6JE
Light Refreshment provided, small raffle,
Free Entry, Donations welcome
BWAG MUSIC & PICNIC at GREEN COURT
The Street, Bredhurst, ME7 3JY
Sunday 19th July, Gates Open 4.00 for 5.00pm
The Cantium Singers, a 50 strong Rochester choir
performing highlights from well known musicals,
John Rutter and Verdi.

BYO picnic and rug and enjoy a musical evening
Tickets £5 per person must be purchased in advance
- not be available on the day ( under 16 free).
For more details and tickets please call
Vanessa Jones on 07813 785940 or email
bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com

[ 4 , Neat Feet ' ’

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:
01634 322591

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 15 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Body Treatments Reflexology — Bridal
New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure Massage
Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL lashes
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers

Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Day Claire
Respite Care Service - Home Help Service]
Cleaning, Shopping, Gardening, Ironing

and many more
Fully Insured, Enhanced CRB, Qualified respite Carer
Please Call 01634 386806 to arrange a visit to view my

portfolio in the comfort of your own home

§]

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW
Gillingham & District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society
Saturday July 25th, Viewing from 2.00pm
Main Hall, Rainham School for Girls,
Derwent Way, Rainham MES 0BX
Entry £1, Refreshments, raftle and plant sale
As well as viewing why not enter the Open classes -
Phone 01634 852519 for Show Schedule and
details of entering exhibits.

BEER FESTIVAL.

Rainham Cricket Club.

Berengrave Lane, Rainham MES TNA

Sunday 26th July, 12noon — 10.00pm.

30 real ales and 10 ciders, all day BBQ, live music,
fun and games for all the family. Come along and
help raise funds for our Community Cricket Club,

PRODUCE SALE AND CRAFTS
Saturday 27th July, 2 .00 - 4.00pm
St. Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow
Please join us at arguably the prettiest location
around at this popular event for a wide range of
home grown and home made produce and crafts
including jewellery, pens, wood work, needle work,
cards and honey. Refreshments available and warm
welcome guaranteed! www.thesix.org.uk

SUMMER FETE

Friends of Bredhurst Cats Protection

Bredhurst Village Hall — Hurstwood Road ME7 3JZ
Sunday 2nd August, 11.00am — 4.00pm

Due to refurbishment of the centre, this year’s Fete
will be held at the Village Hall. Come and learn all
about the changes to the centre. Ample parking on
site and close by. Attractions include —
Refreshments, raffle, children’s corner, bric-a-brac,
books, cat related items, tombola etc

Contact Carol 07973 677390 for details

Neil’s on Wheels
Mobile Caravan & Motorhome Services
Touring Caravan & Motorhome Habitation Checks
Internal & External Repairs Underfaken
Based in Newington — Serving the Southeast
Fully Insured ACOPS Gas Registered
C&G LV & ELV Electrical  Alde Service Enginear
Contact Neil on 07917 680814 or 01795 844223

Or email: neilonwheels2014@hotmail.com

Find us on Facebook: neilsonwheels2014

NST

ASTER
LARMS

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS

Alarms—CCTV-Access Control '
www.masteralarms.com  F@il “aﬂer
mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JUNE

[t is claimed that there are more ancient trees in this
country than anywhere else in Northern Europe. At
Richmond Park alone there are about 900 ancient
trees, more (it is said) than in France and Germany
combined On the other hand, Britain has poor forest
cover compared with European countries and none of’
it remains in its original state. But those ancient and
untouched forests which still exist in Eastern Europe,
for example, do not necessarily allow individual trees
to survive to a great age Competition with other trees
causes them to grow tall and thin so that they fall
prematurely. Many of Britain’s ancient trees
(including those in Richmond Park) are a legacy of
hunting from the time of William the Conqueror
onwards. The sport required fairly open land over
which horses could gallop but dotted with free
standing trees to provide cover and shelter for the
deer. These trees grew outwards rather than upwards
and, today, those that have survived are massive,
enarled and misshapen.

In June I visited Godinton House and Park near
Ashford, in the valley of the Great Stour. The
approach by car to the house is through parkland
studded with many, very old, magnificent trees. The
red brick, largely Jacobean house is open to the public
in the summer, as are the three attractive gardens
(formal, walled and Italian) and a wild flower meadow
best seen in the spring. Facing the front entrance to the
house is a large and untidy heap of timber, all that
remains of a great oak said to have existed at the time
of Domesday The great tree fell to the ground on 3rd
September 1939, the day on which Neville
Chamberlain announced that this country was at war
with Germany. Having parked my car and paid for a
ticket to the grounds only, I commenced on a walk
around the parkland and adjoining water meadows,
largely by means of public footpaths. The main trees
in the parkland were ash, beech, horse chestnut, oak,
London plane, sweet chestnut and sycamore. Beef
cattle stood in the shade of one large oak, chewing the
cud and swishing flies with their tails. Many new trees
had been planted over the past few years, protected

from grazing cattle (and any wild deer) by rings of
chestnut palings. A distinctive and uniform browsing
line on trees throughout the parkland, a few feet above
the ground, confirmed that caitle are indeed fond of
voung leaves.

Some old trees, especially oaks, are referred to as
“stag headed” because they sport dead boughs which
resemble the antlers of a stag [ noted a few of them at
Godington. These dead boughs have lost their leaves
as a result of retrenchment by the tree in old age; they
may not rot and fall off for nearly a century, long after
the tree has adjusted to a smaller crown. Fortunately,
there is a growing recognition that “stag headed™ trees
are not dying and do not need to be cut down. In due
course [ arrived at the water meadows of the Great
Stour, overlooked by the tower of Great Chart church,
and in which sheep were grazing. The spiky stems of
clumps of compact rush indicated that the meadows

were indeed waterlogged, at least in part. A large flock

of jackdaws were feeding in the meadows, among the
sheep. The existence of molehills showed that the
meadows had not been ploughed for many years, if at
all, presumably because of the regular threat of
flooding. Growing beside the wet ditches feeding the

Great Stour were meadow sweet and great willow herb

or codlings and cream. Alongside the river itself were
crack willow and alder trees and above it banded
demoiselle dragon flies flew in search of insect prey.
On my way back to Godington House. and a cup of
tea and a cake in the restaurant, 1 came across a dead
beech tree which had presumably died suddenly and
quickly in the previous summer. Because their roots
are extremely shallow, beeches are vulnerable to
droughts and to gales. Consequently, they rarely
exceed two centuries in age. The 18th century
naturalist, The Reverend Gilbert White, described the
beech as “A truly noble tree. The most lovely of all
forest trees, whether we consider its smooth rind or
bark, its glossy foliage, or graceful, pendulous
boughs.” There the Godinton beech stood. with its
smooth bark and graceful, pendulous boughs. Only its
glossy foliage was missing. It was as if, where the tree
stood, it was still winter, whilst everywhere else
summer had arrived. It was quite surreal.

Joe Ennis

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

[MEDWAY PLUMBINC-;I
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve

{Boarding
Cattery

Loc n 2

[24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Mon-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

JAll Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
|0.A.P. Discounts

o call today for a great deal, peace of
ind and security

hone Brian 01634 351244
obile: 07775 423744

Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDAELE,

RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Fair Trader 04634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Owner FAB trained i
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please
www catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bradhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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UPCHURCH AT WAR IN 1915

Upchurch residents continued their daily lives as the
war raged on but most had little idea about the reality
of the conflict apart from what they read in newspaper
reports and heard from servicemen who returned home
on leave.

Although Upchurch men had joined the Armed Forces
an article appeared in the East Kent Gazette dated
March 6th 1915 accusing the village of lacking
patriotism, stating that men of fighting age were not

joining up. The article ended with the words.

Weake up my lads! Seize the chance of your lifetime
anicd fr.{'l' a fust claim to anmm.'."ll-‘:m.i' existence as
Britishers.’

I'his proved to be unjustified as 140 men from the
village joined up to fight during the war including
Alfred and James Robinson from Ham Green who
were amongst the first of the 1915 volunteers.

I'he fervour of patriotism continued on Sunday June
5th, 1915 when a troop of the East Kent Mounted
Rifles rode into the village for an open-air recruitment
meeting beside the church. At the meeting Reverend
Trew urged the troop captain to persuade mothers
present to commit their sons to join up, Richard
Wakeley of “Wakeley Brothers’ gave a patriotic
speech and Holywell headmaster Mr. Maltravers
raised the Union Jack flag above the Infant’s School.
James Hatton and Fred Godfrey were the only
recorded Upchurch fatalities at the battle front during
1915. James Hatton served as a private in The Buffs
and after enlisting in 1909 he served in Singapore and
Ireland before going to the European mainland with
the British Expeditionary Force in 1914, He was killed
on February 27th 1915, Fred Godfrey served as a
private in the Buffs but perished on the Western Front
on November 26th 1915. Born in Teynham he lived at
Ham Green.

On a more pleasing note George Marsh from Forge
Lane joined up in 1914 and after fighting in France
with the British Expeditionary Force he gained
promotion to sergeant then to staff sergeant in August
and September 1914. He later became attached to the
RAMC taking charge of motor convoy workshops.
Throughout the year Holywell School raised money
for the war. In May 1915 pupils presented a show in
aid of St Bart’s Hospital and raised £5. Fund raising
activities continued under the direction of teachers Mr
and Mrs Maltravers. Later in December 1915 a bazaar

at the School raised £12/3/10d for Princess Mary’s
Fund. The Young Patriots also raised £30 for
organisations like "HRH Princess Mary’s Christmas
Fund for Soldiers and Sailors,” the ‘Belgian children®
and for the *YMCA Hut Scheme.”
Several incidents in Upchurch included the arrest of
Private William Duley, of the 5th Battalion Middlesex
Regiment for being absent from the army without
leave while the police forced local inventor Mr Mantle
from Bayford House in Poot Lane out of the parish
under instructions from the military and later charged
and arrested him under the Defence of the Realm Act.
They alleged that he had acted in a way prejudicial to
public safety. He fought the case through his MP and
it went to the Under—Secretary of State in the House of
Commons. The charges were eventually overturned
and Mr Mantle returned to Bayford House then after
suing the government for wrongful arrest he moved
away from the area.
At the end of 1915 not much optimism existed for a
quick end to the war as more village boys joined the
forces while the opposing sides fought for small gains
with massive casualties along the Western Front.
David Wood

BREDHURST ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT
Festival of Archaeology Open Days
by Historical Research Group of Sittingbourne
Sunday 12th & Monday 13th July
See how our Bredhurst Project has grown
you might be tempted to join in.
For further details please contact
Richard Emmett 07778 793079
or email richard@hrgs.co.uk
Find us on facebook — search for hrgs.

NEWINGTON VILLAGE FESTIVAL

in conjunction with Demelza Hospice

Saturday, July 18th, Noon — 9.00pm

School field, School Lane ME9 71LB

Community family event run by parish council.
Annual tug-of-war contest for Newington Challenge
Cup. To enter team of 8 -10 contact 01795 842405 or
sepr{echotmail.co.uk.

To book a stall, £15 email fionashoults@yahoo.com.
Rainham Rock Choir, dance displays, birds of prey,
martial arts, stalls, bar, BBQ, Pimms and tea tents.
Admission £2, under 16s free. See Facebook for
regular updates. Festival programme available locally

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

e e LINDSA

« MULCH

« FIREWOQD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER =

For all your Plumbing Services oL

RggzNO- HELP is on its way
-~ UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
/./ BOILER EXCHANGES
giife POWER FLUSHING

"™ LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey pip FFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office:; 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmaore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

DS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

D. Buil_ders &
U Decorators

EXTENSIONS » GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 TNJ

WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

No job too small

Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GENFRAL COMMERCIALS
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TP QN ALITY AT COMPETTTIVE
RAULTES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 359604
Muobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
+ Member of Gas Safety Register
» All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
= Landlord Gas Safety Reports
Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

L3

'Window Fix Direct
Do you have windows
or doors that.....

01634 789025 /07950 761061
| www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

+ Local Family Business
» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
= Free demonstrations

* After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

Diary 20135

July 18th - RAMASES Newington Village Hall, 2.30pm,
Lecture given by Jocelyn Gohary “Haoly Roaming:
Egyptian Gods Abroad” Members £7. Guests £9
lickets at the door, email ramasesnk@hotmail.com or
ring John Dewey 01795 472316 for details

July 18th — Quiz Night, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall,
7.13pm start, £5 each, bring own drinks and nibbles
ring 01634 377671.

July 18th - Summer Concert, River Voice Community
Choir, 3.00pm start, St Stephens Church, Maidstone
Road Chatham ME4 6JE Light Refreshment provided,
small raffle, Free Entry, Donations welcome

July 18th - Old Barn Orchestra Summer Concert, 7.30pm.,
St Martin’s Church, Northumberland Avenue,
Maidstone ME15 7LP, Tickets £12 on the door or from
01795 843228/10634 376979 or oldbarnos(w gmail.com

July 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geoff
eeoff.rambler@me.com, 10.00am Park around lwade
village — meet in car park of the Woolpack PH. TQ900
679 ME9 8SH for a 6 mile leisurely walk Bring
binoculars if you have them, Pub at end.

July 19th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am

Meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358, Hunton Village
Hall, West Street car park GR723498 MELS ORR, For a
4.75 mile easy walk via Burford and Yalding No dogs

July 19th — BWAG Music & Picnic at Green Court, The
Street, Bredhurst, 5.00pm, The Cantium Singers
performing highlights from well known musicals, John
Rutter and Verdi. BYO picnic and rug Tickets £3 per
person must be purchased in advance - not be available
on the day (under 16 free) call Vanessa Jones 07813
785940 or email bwag(@ vanessajones.plus.com

July 20th - Monday Hub, (see 6th July).
July 20th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 6th July).
July 21st - RSPB Medway Local Group Talk, Parkwood

Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 - 9.45pm, £3.50,
E Birds of New Zealand — Victoria Golding. For Walks
see www.rspb.org.uk/groups/imedway.

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Moderm Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trater

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435 /07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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July 21st - GHS Floral Art Group, Craft Night — bases,
basic ‘living card’, (see 7th July).

July 22nd - Gillingham Horticultural Society, Robert
Wiseman - talk *Hints from the Judge on Showing your
Plants and Produce’ and small Show Table
demonstration. Bring pot plants for advice on showing.
(see 7th July).

July 23rd — Wigmore Thursday Club, *Blind Veterans UK
(our charity for 2015), Peter Williams (see 9th July).
July 23rd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board games

(see 9th July)

July 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk Joint walk with
White CIiffs Ramblers, meet Margaret/Jim 01795
843927 magloul@yahoo.co.uk, 10.00am, Challock
Village Hall car park (50p pp) TROTT505 TN25 4AU
for moderate Figure of eight walk. 6 miles and 5 miles,
Lunch at halfway House, Challock. If eating please
email Margaret or phone by 18th July.

July 25th - Annual Summer Show, Gillingham & District
Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society. Viewing from
2.00pm, Main Hall, Rainham School for Girls, Entry
£1, Refreshments, raffle and plant sale, to enter an
Open class ring 01634 §52519 for Show Schedule

July 26th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Pearl Stevens 07724 602929 New Ash Green,
park in North Square GR605656 DA3 8QT For a 5 mile
moderate walk through woodlands and fields, no stiles
a few steps and slopes. No dog

July 26th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Ade 01634
3064035 adeballardf@yahoo.co.uk, 10.00am, Park
considerately in Harvel Street and meet by the Amazon
and Tiger pub TQ650634 DAI3 0DE fora 5.6 mile
leisurely walk Bring picnic lunch for midway break.
Pub at end with lunches available.

July 26th - Beer Festival. Rainham Cricket Club,
Berengrave Lane. 30 real ales and 10 ciders, live music,
all day BBQ, fun and games 12noon- 10.00pm.

July 27th - Produce Sale and Crafis, 2 .00 — 4.00pm, St.
Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow, wide range of
home grown and home made produce and crafis .
Refreshments available and warm welcome guaranteed!
www.thesix.org.uk

July 28th — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch Village
Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, (see 10th
July).

July 28th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 14th July).

July 29th - Things with Wings, Riverside Country Park,
9.30 & 11.30am, whether it’s a bird. a dragonfly or a
butterfly, it may fly past you at the country park. Create
one in this craft activity £3 per child, 01634 337432

July 29th -~ Beginners Family Fishing, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 9.30 — 11.30am or 1.00 — 3.00pm learn
the basics of fishing, all equipment and bait supplied,
suitable for accompanied children aged 8 — 12 years,
£10 per child, 01634 338191

July 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike, 10.00am
Hook and Hatchet [use far car park] in Hucking
[()844583 MEI7 1QT for a 6.5 mile moderate walk
through Hucking Estate to Hollingbourne and uses the
North Downs Way, steady climb on return section.
Bring picnic lunch pub at end.

11



STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

CHIMNEY

LEADWO

NO JOB TCO SMALL C DO B
Your Local Reliable Contractos
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully gualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

. 01634 372411
”!’fﬂﬁ"ﬁ;_‘ 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc.
Single items from £14.95
Light demolition
Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Domestic Installer
KITCHEN

ANDY SHEPHERD DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

Kitchens
’I"‘:\a Bedrooms Fair Tratler
Association Bath rOO!T‘IS

Tel/Fax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

}t_, Call for a free guote.

o B Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.

-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com LI nwo°d

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mok 079 0550 7338 et 1052

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family. property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
Contact us or pop in for a competitive guote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enqu|riesglvewhitesolicitors.cc.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

P UK ERLU RS T

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring
IMick Eardley
01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made fo measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service
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Diary 2015

July 30th — Butterflies and Bushcrickets (5+), Riverside
Country Park, 1.00 — 3.00pm, soak up the summer sun
with the park’s butterfly and bushericket population £3
per person, 01634 337432

July 30th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Summer Lunch with
entertainment by Sue, No meetings in August but meet
again Sept 3rd. (see 9th July)

July 30th - Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, Rainham, Ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634
312038 for details.

July 31st - Blue Moon Paranormal Investigation Special
using areas not normally open, Fort Amherst, Dock
Road, Chatham, Gates open 8.00pm, Arrive 8.00 -
8.30pm Activities start 9.00pm finish 1.00am approx.,
Medium Richard Ware, Tickets £35 book on line, Pre
booked only - over 18s only, For more information ring
01634 847747 see www.fortamherst.com

August 2nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Roger Danks 07866 971819, Harrictsham Station
car park GRE66529 For a 5 mile moderate walk using
ficld paths and tracks with 21 stiles via North Downs
Way, Pilgrims Way and Ringlestone with excellent
views. No dogs

August 2nd - Volunteer Task Day, Capstone Farm
Country Park, (see 5th July).

August 2nd — Friends of Bredhurst Cats Protection,
Summer Fete, Bredhurst Village Hall — Hurstwood
Road ME7 3J7, 11.00am — 4.00pm, Parking on site
Refreshments, raffle, children’s corner, bric-a-brac,
books, cat related items, tombola ete, Contact Carol
0797 3677390

August 3rd - Monday Hub, (see 6th July).

August 3rd — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 6th July).

August 5th - Pond Dipping and Sweep Netting (5 — 12
vears), Riverside Country Park, 9.30 — 11.30am or 1.00

3.00pm, Find out what lives in the pond and
wildflower meadows. £3 per child, 01634 337432

August 6th - Creative Clay Creatures (3 -12 years),
Riverside Country Park, 9.30 - 11.30am, it may get
messy, £3 per child 01634 337432

August 7th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for a cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634
364309 for details.

Reflexology

Advanced Qualified Therapist

as featured in Kent Life magazine
Holistic Dead Sea facials

- Waxing specialist

| Elaine Wheeler MAR IR ART
Medway (01634) 379360

_wW\-v_hudyialklh(:r;-!m{}_s.(:{J.L;I{ y i

August 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group Stour
Valley Walk section 4 Meet Stephen Manning 07551
712438 Chilham Station CT4 8EG For a 9 mile
moderate walk finishing at Fordwich George & Dragon
King Street GR 179597 CT2 0DB No dogs

August 8th - Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, (see | 1th July).

August 8th — Instep Dancing, (see 11th July).

August 9th - Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country
Park, (see 12th July).

August 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Gill Smith 07999 858981 Ickham park in the road
near Duke of William GR221581 CT3 1QP Fora s
mile moderate gentle walk along the Stour Valley with
16 stiles No dogs

August 10th - Monday Hub, (see 6th July).

August 10th - Rainham Bereavement Evening Friendship
Group (see 13th July).

August 10th - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club Concert,
Organist - Byron Jones, (see 13th July).

August 11th - Gillingham and District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society, *The Plant Heritage Organisation’

Jude Lawton, (see 14th July).

August 11th - Medway Antique & Collectors' Club,
Postcards of World War [ - John Wigley, (see 14th
July).

August [1th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 14th July).

August 12th - U3A, Anna Austin: How Women learned
to drive the car, (see 8th July).

August 12th — Rainham Flower Club, Workshop *All
Green” tutored by Avrill Hill, (see 8th July).

August 12th — Bredhurst WI, Miss J. Whittington — The
Chelsea Pensioners, (see 8th July).

August 13th - Donn Barcott’s ‘Five 5 Live’, (see 9th
July).

August 16th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Graham Starkey 01634 371948 Ulcombe All
Saints Church, Ulcombe Hill GR846498 ME17 1D For
a 5 mile undulating moderate walk through fields and
some lanes via Sutton Valence Castle No dogs

August 17th - Monday Hub, (see 6th July).

August 17th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 6th July)

August 19th - Hempstara (see 15th July)

August 19th — RainARA, Rainham, Talk on “Childhood
memories of an evacuee in Germany and Austria in
WWE” by Mrs U. Atkins (see 15th July).

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

SELF EMPLOYED CLEANER/S
needed to help out a small domestic
cleaning business on an ad hoc basis.
£10 per hour. References required.
Please contact Leanne 07854
693711. leannef@Irborganise.co.uk

DOIT4U HANDYMAN bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, s
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

PAINTING SOLUTTONS.

All painting outdoors, indoors and any
small jobs. Tidy and reliable. Call
Ayman on 07547 608 779.

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

CLEANER - reliable& punctual
CRB checked. Vast experience
including the Elderly. 01634 261032
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
etc. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message il no reply

SPARKLES Glitter PARTY .co.uk.
Girls” Pamper Parties 01634 376270
MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service. To [ind out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons. AD.DIP.CP.
DIP.Hyp.CS.MHS.

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,

mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 7 0796 3842 503

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts, sheds & pardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749

Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,

M & R GARDENING SERVICES

Gardens cleared, tidied and regular

maintenance. Call Richard on 01634

924217 or 07818 656 733

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES,

Mo call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits,

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR SUMMER

Slimming World, Hempstead Infants

School. Thursdays 3.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or (1774 226 1053,

John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648
PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transtformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420.
ANDREW’'S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193
YOGA CLASSES / Mindfulness
Learn to work with body, mind &
breath. Improve posture & health.
Contact Evi on (11634 317463,
Website www.freed-om.co.uk
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undentaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oventoa

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+. Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons}
QTS 01634 234105/ 07866 315 471
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting,

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEOQ
transferred o DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk, 01634 363427

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area, Wed & Iri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutling, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260251

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Giarages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

DENTURE REPAIRS,
Same day service by re
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. F ‘urther details from

01634 302631,

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,
THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
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PLUMBING, HEATING &
I] indyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy
01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P, Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is fiee.
PPhone Michael on 01634 816093.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 1am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member. 01634 365453

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green,
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
1o 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please

contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Woad’s book “150 Not Out™ is a
history of the club 1856 to 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by

Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps ele with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

needed to \mlk 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS

Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RIS Quuaiifizd

For Professional Year|

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

| ACE
' GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows,
fitted & repaired
. Fast, Friendly, Reliable, Al work -
) guaranteed

: FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

PILATES

Mon - St Pauls Church,
Parkwood @ 1.45
Tues - Newington Village Hall @
10.30
Tues - St Justus Church,
Rochester @ 12.30
(starting 21 July)
Tues - Scout Hut, Hempstead
@ 2.00

Queries Janet
01843 316093 /07731455536
janet.job@hotmail.co.uk

D Bishop & Son

Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars
All types of scrap metal
taken and Recycled
Also Rubbish Cleared

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Training Club

.3—‘.’:'.
.
Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Goed Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS|
Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

GDAN Fai Trader
701634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
books, DVD’s Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices

Good Local History area of brand
new books

CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS

01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWA Y 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
i Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est 1971
Plumbing & safe
Heating Chris Hallet

REPAIRS. GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS. NEW ROGFS

tor s csmates aeonre 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them "all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets,
fuse boards "Iﬂ;ﬁ:(ﬂ: ;
& full rewires mwsauen (2]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors “i" R
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. somesnic (5
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains . Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 B17807 for an appointment or visit our showroom

Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

/ FREE NO w" ” ﬁ_'
‘:5“ CRYSTAL CHAWNE.
[~ j( URTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD %3"0'?:::83 G ; Plaster’ng

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822 Py

o

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

A private family owned and run business
* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES SPW

: Fair Trader  10: 07897 498189 |
M- 07956 .s:-.i.:':.a?r.'—e {Euarin,ad.cc.;ﬂ:.[?g:ar .'F'Eiwsff!dltu".u-rrs co.uk Free Surveys & Quotes |
Jn time of need ...
Funeral Directors [SATFY

« Private Chapels of Rest

* Horse Drawn Hearse available




