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This view of Lower Halstow, probably taken in the early years of the 20th century, is easily
recognisable today. With the church on the banks of the Medway, a village green often
supporting a parade of ducks and a stream running through the centre this is probably one of
the prettier locations in the area. There is also a strong community feeling with many
village activities organised each year. They are hoping to attract more bookings at the
Village Hall by having two ‘Open Days’ on June 26th & 27th for those who do not know
the village and would like to see the facilities on offer, for details see page 7.
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Editorial

‘Open Gardens’ are now very popular. It does indeed
seem a very good way to raise money for a favourite
charity. Since 1927 The National Gardens Scheme has
published an annual list of properties open on special
dates through the summer and has raised a magnificent
£45 million for nursing and caring charities. However
these tend to be the grander and larger stately home
type establishments, some of which were regularly
open to the public. However some others in private
ownership do only allow visitors in on the special
charity days. Now local organisers, always on the
lookout for different ideas to raise money for various
good causes, have realised that much love and
attention not to mention back breaking hours of hard
work go into maintaining the more humble urban
gardens. Many of these are wonderful oasis of colour
and hidden treasure well able to compete with the
show stands at Hampton Court and Chelsea Flower
Shows. So more and more each year are opened on
specific dates for your enjoyment. Congratulations to
the gardeners in Hartlip (June 7th) and Wigmore (June
20th & 21st) who have combined in their locality to
provide a whole catalogue of venues for you to enjoy.
A very pleasant way to spend the afternoon admiring
the results of someone else hard work - it may inspire
you to go home and tackle your own back yard jungle!
Having retired at the appropriate age five years ago
from Guiding I found myself agreeing to return to help
at a residential weekend last October. Apparently it is
difficult to find volunteers willing and able to help at
such events. That was indoors with all the amenities so
was really no hardship at all. It was good to be
amongst youngsters again, makes you believe you are
still 21 - until the creaking back and tiredness kick in
at the end of the day! During a discussion about how
they would staff the annual summer camp I rashly
volunteered. The months sped by and all too soon the
Spring Bank Holiday was here and time for camp. We
have just returned from the Kent West County Camp
at Cudham near Sevenoaks. Over three hundred girls
plus their leaders enjoyed four days of intense activity.
The weather was kind to us, virtually no rain, much
warmer than the previous few weeks and even
sunshine at times. While the vast majority of the
campers were ‘under canvas’ (or more accurately
under nylon nowadays) I must confess I chickened out
and made use of the offer to sleep in the Brownie Pack

Holiday House which was serving as a camp HQ. So |
had the best of both worlds, time outdoors cooking on
a wood fire, eating in the fresh air and enjoying the
wonderful woodland but able to retreat to relative
normality with electric lights and kettle, a shower and
a bed at the end of the day. The girls had a great time
and apart from a broken ankle or two — the result of
overenthusiastic rabbits burrowing and energetic girls
running down hills — everything went to plan.
Hopefully by next year a young, tireless volunteer will
have come forward to help at residential events.
Almost midsummer and as yet we have certainly not
had much barbeque weather but there is still time and
we are promised better things ahead so do make use of
the long days and enjoy them when you can and we
will be with you again in July.

Correspondence

WIGMORE PREFABS
Dear Editor,

My name is June Leigh and I lived in one of the
prefabs in Fairview Avenue, Wigmore in the 1950s
along with my mother Doris Leigh, my three brothers
David, Stephen and Philip and my sister Carol. We
lived there from 1950 until the prefabs were
demolished in approximately 1969. I am looking for
anyone who has any photos of the prefabs and/or
Hempstead School during this time frame. | would be
so grateful if anyone can help.

Many thanks
June Leigh Mobile: 07816 126753
Email: june_reddin@hotmail.com

BLOORS WHARF

Dear Editor,

Does anyone reading this have any photographs of
Bloors Wharf taken during the period 1930 - 19907
Several local people remember the scrapyard in the
period just after the war, and many more can also
picture the area when piles of old cars, buses and other
scrap metal filled the skeleton of a warehouse. Perhaps
you or one of your family worked for British Anzani
or its later successors?

If so, please would you get in touch.

Yours sincerely
Rosemary Dellar
email rdellar283@gmail.com 01634 230324,

NO GRIPING ON THE MEDWAY

Dear Editor,

In the 1930s to late 1940s my father with his brothers
used to go griping in the Medway estuary off Rainham
and Bayford area. This was basically picking up the
flatfish flounders from where they were lying on the
base of the mudflats. It was done by wading up the
mudflat channels to where the water was still trickling
off. At a suitable site you bend forward, sleeves rolled
up above your elbows, push your arms into the mud at
the bottom and slowly grope along the mudflat. When

a flounder is discovered one hand is placed behind its
head and the other by its tail, then with a quick upward
movement the flounder is seized and dropped into an
open sack tied around the waist of the griper.

It was illegal to just go and do this. A fishing party
had to contain someone with permission and a licence.
My father went with one of his school friends, Jack
Coppins who lived in Station Road and was a Freeman
of the River, a reward for his lifetime of service to the
companies that had rights in the Medway estuary. He
was given such a licence to gather fish, cockles etc for
personal use.

[ ate many a flounder, fried for a meal, brought home
by my father even though fish connoisseurs said the
flavour was poor, like the mud it lived in and its flesh
was ‘like chewing boiled cotton wool’. The custom
was eventually killed off by oil pollution from the Isle
of Grain refinery. Oil drops sink into the mud staining
the flounders pearly-white underside and also
affecting the flavour.

Recently, for an article I am preparing, I have been
trying to find out if griping has officially or
unofficially been revived now that the river estuary is
much cleaner. Is there commercial fishing for
flounders? I would also be interested to know the
estimated present number of flounders in the Medway.
One source told me that the only fishing for flounders
now is occasionally by rod and line.

Yours sincerely
Alan Major

41 Heaton Road,
Canterbury CT1 3PY
01227 459246

FUNDRAISING EVENT -~ BREDHURST
Dear Editor
Another ‘not to be missed” night of entertainment at
Bredhurst Village Hall, on Saturday 27th June, with
professional singing group The Flyrights performing
Soul and Swing music, including many well known
songs. There will be a licensed bar and raffle.
Tickets are £12 and can be either booked by phone
07950 797325 or at www.bredhurstvillagehall.co.uk
Doors open at 7.00pm and all proceeds will go to
Bredhurst Village Hall who would greatly value your
support.

Yours sincerely

Mrs June Cox

01634 268544

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced

Family run independent company
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 or 07973 860369

Regitered Company

CHARITY BAZAAR
Dear Editor
On behalf of a national animal charity, we are
organising an Autumn/pre-Christmas Charities Bazaar
to be held at St Matthew's Community Centre Hall,
Wigmore on the morning of Saturday 24th October
2015. Tables will be available to hire at the event for
£7 each to representatives of charities to sell their
crafts/wares. For more deatils, please contact me.

Yours sincerely

Linda Lisgarten 01634 377267

email lindalisgarten@hotmail.co.uk

TOWER & CHURCH OPEN DAY

St Margaret’s Church, Rainham

Saturday 20th June.

Climb the Tower, £2 per adult £1 per child,

Learn about the history of the Church. Find out about
Weddings, Blessings Renewals of Vows, Baptisms
and Putting a name in our Memorial Book

DIY SOS

A Community style day to help refurbish the 130 year
old Oast Community Centre (next to the station) in
Rainham back to its former glory

Saturday 20th June. We need your help:

Plastering, flooring, painting, decorating, cleaning,
gardening, brickwork, plumbers, metal work, sign
writers, website builders, marketing professionals,
planners, engineers. Trainees, specialists, amateurs or
professionals you name it we need you!

Please get in touch and spread the word help bring this
beautiful building back to life] whatever you can offer.
Contact me on 07743788249 or email
aylingh@hotmail.co.uk for further information.

EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS

Local artist Selwyn Dennis presents an Exhibition of
his paintings, which are all available for sale, at
Wigmore Library, Fairview Avenue throughout June.
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Diary 2015

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af(@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: June 23rd

All June - Exhibition of Paintings by local artist Selwyn
Dennis, Wigmore Library, Fairview Avenue throughout
June, all paintingsare for sale.

June 6th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, Stour Valley
Walk section 2, Meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438,
Hothfield Common off A20 TN26 1HD, 6.5mile
moderate walk, Finish Ashford Blackwall Road South
GR 034426 TN24 ONX, No dogs

June 6th - Wigmore MADS, Summer Concert 'A Grand
Night for Singing', 8.00pm, St Matthew's Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, Wlgmore Tickets £6 & £5
cons, Sue 01634 370639

June 6th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham 7.30 —
10.00pm. New and Experienced dancers welcome with
or without a partner, information 366189 or 388546

June 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Heather 07887
750881, 10.00am, Newington Village car park (free)
TQ859648 ME9 7JT for a 7 mile leisurely walk to
Upchurch and Lower Halstow, Pub at end with lunches

June 7th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977 614033,
Clowes Wood car park at Gypsy Corner off Radfall
Road/ Hackington Road GR 136628 CT5 3ER, 5.5 mile
moderate mostly flat walk with one gentle climb, can be
muddy in parts, Dogs on lead

June 7th - Hartlip Open Gardens, 11.00am - 5.00pm, nine
gardens plus The Village School, Methodist Chapel
and Allotment gardens, Admission £5, accompanied
children free, Refreshments, Sale of plants on School
Lawn — Grand Raffle, Free Parking field adjacent to
Rose & Crown Lower Hartlip Road Details Nikki
01795 841182 or www.hartlipgardens.wordpress.com

June 8th - Monday Hub, St Paul's Church, Parkwood,
MES8 9PN, 10.00am - 12.30pm all welcome.

June 8th — UpARA, Bat & Trap Match, Upchurch
Recreation Ground, 2.00pm, New Members Welcome,
details email Chairman davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

June 8th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham 8.00pm, Quiz Time plus

nibbles, New members welcome, £2 per visit includes
refreshments, for details ring Sue 01634 230639.

June 8th - Reiki Kyokai Led by Robert Jefford, 8.00 -
10.00pm, Ramada Encore Chatham Historic Dockyard,
£12 per person, open to All. Booking Essential. For
details and book email kentreikishares@gmail.com

June 8th — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens Church
Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alternate Mondays
2.00 - 4.30pm, new members welcome, 01634 230500

June 8th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening each month to help people still in employment
who have lost a loved one, join us for a cuppa and chat
ring Julie 01634 364309 for details

June 8th - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club Concert,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30 —
10.00pm, Organist - James Sargeant, details ring Brian
Leonard 01634 234694

June 9th — Gillingham &District Fuchsia and Pelargonium
Society, 7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls, Derwent
Way, “The Story of English Country Cheeses’ — Mr W
March, for details ring 01634 852519

June 9th - Medway Antique & Collectors' Club, St
George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 8.00pm, Militaria -
Keith Reeves, All visitors are made most welcome.
See medwayantiquespublicity [ @virginmedia.com

June 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Peter/Ann
01634 718895, 10.00am Camer Park, ncar Sole Street
TQ650669 DA13 0XT for a 5 mile casy walk through
Meopham, Tea Bar in Camer Park, pubs locally.

June 10th — Bredhurst WI, 7.30pm Village Hall, Susan
Shaw — Adventures in Peru, visitors welcome, for
details ring 01634 389966

June 10th — Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch Village
Hall, 7.30pm, Workshop ‘A Tall Wedding Buffet
Arrangement’ tutored by Barbara Mallard, for details
ring 01634 864572 see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk

June 10th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Hempstead

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers One Day Courses

Beginners: June 9th, Aug 4th, Sept 15th
Improvers: June 11th, Aug 6th, Sept 17th

Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and
mstallation of gas central
heating, boilers, fires, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
» FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a1-roofing-services.co uk
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Village Hall, 8.00pm, Inside the Jewellery Trade: Jean
Whittington, details Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

June 10th — 13th — Evita, Kentish Players, 7.30pm, Hazlitt
Theatre, Maidstone, Tickets from £13.50 (cons ) Box
Office 01622 758611 or www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk

June 1 1th - Wigmore Thursday Club, The Silk Route
(Part 2), Tony Mitchell, St Matthew’s Community
Centre, 2.00pm, for over 50s, ring 01634 234712 or
01634 372508 for details.

June 11th - Hempstead Leisure Club, New Age Kurling,
board and card games, tea and chat. Village Hall behind
the Church. 2.00 - 4.00pm. New members always
welcome 01634 366907

June 11th - Donn Barcott’s ‘Five 5 Live’, 44Two Sports
and Social Club, 8.30pmFeaturing Elaine Dyan and
Andrew Hawkes Magician, Admission £6 all
welcome, Details 01634 405037

June 12th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for a cuppa and chat Julie 01634 364309

June 12th - Deanwood Primary School, Summer Fayre,
3.15 - 5.30pm, Entrance Adults 50p, Children 30p, Pre-
School — Free, Something for all the family with many
stalls, Refreshments hot dogs, chips, ice creams and hot
and cold drinks, details t.kington@btinternet.com

June 12th — UpARA, Monthly Meeting, Upchurch Village
Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, New Members
Welcome, details email Chairman David Powell
davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

June 12th - Wigmore Community and Residents
Association AGM, Wigmore Library 7.00pm, Secretary
& Chairperson needed, interested let us know at AGM

June 12th - Gillingham & Rainham, Local History
Society www.grlhs.weebly.com Byron Road Primary
School, Gillingham, 7.15pm. Travels of a Man of Kent’
- Peter Nebbs Visitors welcome for a small charge Ron
Baker 01634 854982 or r.baker1234@btinternet.com

June 13th — Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, 9.00am — 12.30pm Free entry, Stalls £5 from
carole@cdadswell.freeserve.co.uk or 07779 366054

June 13th - Barn Dance, Hempstead Village Hall, 7.30pm
start, £10 includes a fish/sausage & chip supper, bring
your own drinks, tea & coffee can be purchased in the
interval. For tickets and information contact Val on
01634 230214 email valeriegorfl@blueyonder.co.uk

June 13th & 14th - Chatham & District Model Railway

Show, 10am - 3pm, Medway Park Leisure Centre, Mill
Road, Gillingham Entrance £7, under 14 free when
accompanied by adult. See www.chathamshow.co.uk or
ring 07552 777718 to 9pm

June 13th - Instep Dancing, social dances, Rainham
School for Girls, Derwent Way, MES 0BX, Ballroom,
Latin, Sequence, 8.00 — 11.00pm enquiries 01634
363738 or email s.collins02@btinternet.com

June 13th - Paranormal Investigations, Fort Amherst,
Dock Road, Chatham ME4 4UB, Gates Open 8.00pm
Finish 3.00am Medium Richard Ware Tickets £35,
Over 18's only 01634 847747 www.fortamherst.com

June 14th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941 965272,
Hothfield Common car park off A20 TN26 [HD, for a
5 mile moderate flat walk with ponies on the common,
may be muddy if wet, No dogs

June 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geoff
geoff.rambler@me.com, 10.00am car park of St
Nicholas Church, Leeds. TQ813491ME17 3BQ for a 20
mile long, moderate walk via Leeds-Hucking-
Ringlestone-Lenham-Fairbourne Heath-Leeds, bring
plenty of water, food & sunscreen. Expect to be out for
up to 10 hours. Bring lunch. Pub midway and at end.

June 14th - Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 2.00pm, come and help at the Country Park,
learn about the management and meet new people,
refreshments provided, 01634 337432

June 15th - Medway Diabetes Meeting, 7.00 - 9.00pm, St
Pauls Church, Parkwood, Speaker - Representative
from Kent & Medway Diabetic Eye Screening
Programme, All welcome - Free , Raffle, refreshments
07725 238464 medwaydiabetessupport@hotmail.co.uk

June 15th — Rainham Wives, Talk about ‘Kasbah’ and
their work with young people, (see 8th June).

June 16th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 6.30pm,
Meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438, Lapwing Drive,
Lower Halstow Park in road GR 859674 ME9 7DZ, For
a 4 mile easy Evening walk to Newington outskirts,
some walking along lanes, dogs on Leads

June 16th - RSPB Medway Local Group Talk, Parkwood
Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 - 9.45pm £3.50.
Wildlife of New York State and New Jersey - Paul
Hale. For Walks see www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

June 16th - Rainbow Whist Drive, Bredhurst Village Hall
7.30pm partner not needed. Details 01634 610364

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
e [Extra TV /SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
® TV & Appliances Set

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

//,/,,,,/
We

Up ' Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area

of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

ifor cats only.

IA completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

provided.

lViewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola]

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerstodge.com|
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com




D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIA

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

A o0 t 9
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, T’u.oun "
Kent MES TEG s .
Tel: 01634 375222 Book-keeping
Fax: 01634 371318 * Payroll

Audit
Associated Services

E Mail: admin@jadaccountants.co.uk
www.jadaccountants.co.uk

Boiler - tech

HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing

Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com sﬁfe
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts “ s

: Andy Pressnell
Builder and Carpenter

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Painting/Decorating,
Refurbishments, Patios, Garden Walls etc.
No job too small. Free quotes.
Contact Andy on park.press@yahoo.com

or 01795 482384 / 07989 650 747

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG Y
BRYANT IS
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
2:lal a1 RATED BY NEHBC

e 01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE 1!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

wceeere. BoOkings Only
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre frips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 15 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Body Treatments Reflexology — Bridal
New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure Massage
Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL lashes
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers

Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with.
Bowen Therapy, NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk
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SUMMER FAYRE
Deanwood Primary School
Friday, 12th June, 3.15 - 5.30pm
Entrance Fee: Adults 50p, Children 30p,
Pre-School - Free

Something for all the family with many stalls,
Tombolas, Games, Crafts, Raffle, Books, Gifts,
Bouncy Castle, Ice Cream Van and much more!

Refreshments available including hot dogs, chips,
ice creams and hot and cold drinks.

Why not start your weekend off with a visit!

For details of running a stall, please contact

Tracey Kington on t.kington@btinternet.com

BARN DANCE
Hempstead Village Hall Committee
This is a fund raising event
Village Hall, (behind All Saints' Church
in Hempstead Road).

Saturday, 13th June, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Cost £10 includes a fish/sausage & chip supper,
bring your own drinks, although tea & coffee can be
purchased in the interval. For tickets and
information contact Val on 01634 230214
email valeriegorf{@blueyonder.co.uk

CHARITY OPEN GARDEN
Saturday 20th June, 10.30am — 4.00pm
48 Bredhurst Road, Wigmore
Stalls: cream teas, plants, books, bric a brac,
reflexology. Everyone welcome
OPEN DAYS
The Memorial Hall at Lower Halstow
Friday Evening 26th June 6.00 — 9.00pm and
Saturday 27th June 10.00am - 4.00pm
Do come and see for yourselves what a wonderful
venue our Village Memorial Hall can be for:
A Wedding Breakfast, A Children's Party
A Business Promotion Forum or a Craft Fair
Rates per hour are very affordable!

?’ , Neat Feet f. >

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:
01634 322591

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

GARDEN OPEN
Thursday June 25th, 2.00 — 4.00pm
25 Hanover Drive, Wigmore MES ORF
Handmade Crafts & Creative Threads Refreshments
Entrance £2, Proceeds to Meningitis Now
JUNE FAIR
Fairview Community Primary School
Drewery Drive, Wigmore.

Saturday 27th June 1.30pm. Entrance fee SOp each.
Mobile Farm Experience, Farmers Market, Go Karts
Amusements, Beat the Goalie, BBQ, Home made
Cakes, Refreshments and much more.

SUMMER FAYRE

Miers Court Primary School

Saturday 27th June, 11.00am — 2.00pm All welcome.
Please join us for fun, games and entertainment.

ST PETER'S, BREDHURST SUMMER FETE
Saturday 27th June from 2.00pm. We are welcoming
back the performers from Applause Outdoors with
the Apple Cart and this year we welcome the
Caledonian Society Display Team and their Scottish
country dancing. All the usual stalls and activities,
including the ever popular children's races.

More details from Diane Cooke 07749 919689
ANUAL DOG SHOW

Saturday 4th July, 11.00am - 2.00pm.

Lower Halstow Memorial Hall or if Sunny on the
Surrounding Grass Area. Please enter your dog on
the day, and enjoy the fun, All proceeds from this
event helps fund the Over Sixties Christmas Tea.

UPCHURCH FESTIVAL of MUSIC
Saturday July 4th, 8.00pm

City of Canterbury Brass Band
under its conductor Will Powell
St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch

by kind permission of the Rector.

Admission Free but there will be a Retiring

Collection For Festival Funds.

TAI CHI New beginners class

starting Tuesday 1st July at St Margaret's Millennium|
Centre, Rainham. Free 'Taster Class'

Learn how to protect, maintain and improve your health with slow,
flowing and gentle movement. Tai Chi helps improve breathing,
posture, balance, circulation and flexibility, whilst helping to
relieve stress, worry and anxiety. Suitable for all ages.
Contact David or Maria (Registered Instructors) on:-

Tel: 01634 365069 Mobile or text: 07805 608003
Email: mindsettaichi@aol.com

ASTER
MASTERA | ArRMS

GO
FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS

Alarms—CCTV-Access Control /¢ Ay «f
Fair Trader

www.masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762 .

ST

mail@masteralarms.com




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR MAY

.Into my heart an air that kills / From yon far country
blows: / What are those blue remembered hills /
What spires, what farms are those?

From “A Shropshire lad” A E Housman 1896
According to the Shell Guide to Kent of 1969,
motorists travelling on the A20 “stop at Wrotham
Corner for the most famous vista of the county”. In the
foreground of that vista is the Vale of Kent and, with
Sevenoaks at its centre, the Ragstone Hills. On the
horizon are the blue-grey, distant hills of Ashdown
Forest and Crowborough Beacon in the High Weald of
Sussex and Battle Ridge to the North of Hastings.

The sight of these blue-grey hills always reminds me
of the above well-known lines from Housman’s poem.
The poet and scholar was born in Worcestershire and
his poem was set in a half imaginary pastoral
Shropshire. He wrote his poem in London at a time
when he had never visited the county. He did however
have memories of seeing the distant Shropshire Hills,
whose names he did not know, from his boyhood
home. In May, a hundred or more years after
Housman’s nostalgic depiction of rural life in
Shropshire, I set out from Wrotham to revisit a
favourite part of pastoral Kent. [ drove westwards
along the Pilgrims Way, a narrow lane that runs along
the bottom of the southern escarpment of the North
Downs.

Wheat was the main crop in the fields alongside the
initial stretch of Pilgrims Way and sheep were grazing
in some of the steeper fields leading up to the edge of
the Downs. The predominant colour of the flowers in
bloom was white. Cow parsley was growing in
profusion along the verges of the lane; hawthorn
bloomed in some stretches of the roadside hedgerows;
drifts of oxeye or dog daisies were in flower on the
banks of the chalk down lands; and the blossom of
wayfaring and guelder rose trees along the edges of
the wooded slopes of the Downs stood out in the
sunshine. The Pilgrims Way crosses over the wide
valley of the River Darent at Otford. Alder trees line
the river as it meanders towards Shoreham. It is the
haunt of kingfishers and, in summer, waterside plants

such as hemp agrimony, water mint, purple loosestrife
and marsh willow herb are in bloom. Because of the
prevalence of flooding, the fields in the valley are
confined to the growing of mowing grass and the
grazing of sheep.

In due course [ stopped to admire the view. Towering
above me was Westerham Hill, one of the highest
points of the Kent section of the North Downs. Below
me, to the south, was the Vale of Holmesdale, a long,
shallow valley that runs, below the Downs, through
Kent and Surrey. The scene was one mainly of arable
fields and woods. There were also some fields of
sheep and, quite a rarity for Kent, three dairy farms
which adjoined each other. Peeping above the rooftops
of Westerham was the stumpy, shingled spire of St
Mary’s Church. On the move again, I passed into
Surrey near the Kent Brook, which flows into the
River Eden and thence into the Medway and which is
an ancient boundary between the two counties. Soon
after a T junction with Clacket Lane, I came to the tiny
estate village of Titsey on the edge of Titsey Park.
The village is served by St James Church which has a
tall, thin spire. A herd of red Sussex beef cattle were
grazing in the Park. Growing on the steep escarpment
above the Park was a “hanging wood” of beech trees
similar to the one immortalised by Reverend Gilbert
White in his “Natural History of Selbourne” which
was published in the [8th century.

[ headed towards the three aforementioned dairy
farms, namely, Force Green Farm, Park Farm and
Court Lodge Farm. These days, dairy farms can be
identified by slurry tanks, feed hoppers, stacks of
silage in large, plastic covered bales and massive
sheds clad in corrugated asbestos sheets in which cows
are both milked and kept in winter. The sheds, in
particular, are not a pretty sight but are the inevitable
consequence of the growing sizes of dairy herds.
Dairy farms are closing by the week, mainly as a
result of lack of profitability. Kent farmers are
particularly vulnerable to economic pressures because
their cows do not feed on the kind of lush pastures
found in the wetter, western side of the country. At all
three farms I noted swallows either twittering
cheerfully as they perched on various overhead wires
or hawking for flies among the cows in the pastures.

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.A.P. Discounts

1So call today for a great deal, peace of|
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

. 01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Fair

Boarding
Cattery

Owner FAB trained
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please.
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906

Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk

Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR
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The swallows will have nests in the old fashioned
farm buildings that remain on each of the farms.
Regular users of the M25 may have connected the
Clacket Lane in Surrey that I mentioned above with
the service station of that name. Both the M25 and the
M26, which lead in to each other, do indeed run right
through the middle of the Vale of Holmesdale. Many
fields were lost under the concrete of the motorways
but away from the sight and noise of them, there
remains a pastoral Kentish scene for which I have
great affection.

Joe Ennis
STREET CHILDREN IN INDIA
In March’s edition of Action Forum we told you about
five women from Rainham who travelled to India last
November to volunteer in a rural school and in a boys
home for street children in a very poor area of Udaipur
India. We had a wonderful response from readers who
attended our Quiz Night in March in order to raise
funds for the orphanage — thank you so much. With
your help we raised almost £1,000 which can do so
much to help some of the world’s poorest children.
We hope you will help us again by attending our next
event which is an Open Garden on Saturday 20th
June 10.30am - 4.00pm at 48 Bredhurst Road,
Wigmore, ME8 OPE. [t is being held in conjunction
with Wigmore Open Gardens, organised by the
Church and gives an opportunity to have a cream tea
in a beautiful garden and support our fund raising
stalls selling cakes, plants, books, bric a brac or
pamper yourself and try out a mini session of
reflexology or Indian head massage.
Later in the year we plan to run a charity auction and

“are currently collecting suitable goods in good

condition, such as unwanted household equipment,
small pieces of furniture, those unused Christmas
presents, toys, jewellery etc. If you have an unwanted
item that you are willing to donate to support our
Indian appeal please call Sandra Colyer on 01634
362863. We look forward to hearing from you or
meeting you on 20th June.

BEANSTALK Read - Grow - Succeed

Did you know that last year 15% of children left
Medway Primary Schools unable to read to the
expected level, nearly 500 children! Did you also
know that 47% of children in Medway attend schools
that require improvement or are in special measures -
the worst in England!

We now have a fantastic and really exciting
opportunity to support 250 children in Medway,
desperate for support with their reading by recruiting,
training and placing 80 reading helpers in Medway
schools by December 2015. Together with a set of key
partners we are looking to galvanise the community
and business to support Medway schools to raise
children'’s literacy standards and overall wellbeing.
We would like your support, please encourage friends
and family to apply to become reading helpers, refer
business contacts to us - so we can engage them in the
campaign and please get in touch with any other ideas
you may have for making this as a success. To contact
us or to apply to become a reading helper please ring
01622 662026 email kent@beanstalkcharity.org.uk

or see www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk

EVITA Kentish Players

Wednesday 10th — Saturday 13th June, 7.30pm
Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone

Evita features some of the biggest hit songs ever
written, including ‘Don’t Cry for Me Argentina’, ‘On
this Night of a Thousand Stars’, “Another Suitcase in
another Hall” and “You must Love me’

Tickets from £13.50 (concessions available)

For Tickets contact Theatre Box Office 01622 758611
or visit www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk

WIGMORE COMMUNITY & RESIDENTS
Association

We hope you can join us for the AGM of the Wigmore
Community and Residents Association which is being
held at Wigmore Library from 7.00pm on Friday 12th
June. We need a Secretary and a Chairperson, if you
are interested please let us know at the AGM

WANDER WITH WISDOM MOONLIT WALK
Friday 19th June, 8.00pm
Join the Friends of Wisdom Hospice to light up
Medway at thel 0k Moonlit Walk
Registration fee £15
See www.fowh.org.uk ring 01634 831163
or email info@fowh.org.uk for details

WALK: THE HISTORY OF BROMPTON

Join the Brompton History Research Group for a
historical walk around the village of Brompton
7.00pm on Thursday 25th June - meeting point outside
the Lampard Centre, Sally Port Gardens Booking
essential, please email bhrgbookings@gmail.com
Tickets £3 - pay on arrival

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
« CHIPPING

elane o LINDSA

« MULCH
- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services

Rg;g) HELP is on its way
~ . UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
siife POWER FLUSHING

“ LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey Dip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/lFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE * FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

D ./ Builders &
Decorators

EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

No job too small

Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPLECIALIST

EXTENSIONS LOIT
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL COMMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOP QUALITY AT COMPETTTTIVE
RATLS

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
Member of Gas Safety Register
All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
Landlord Gas Safety Reports
Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

.

'Window Fix Direct|
Do you have windows |
or doors that.....
Don’t open or close properly?
Have condensation inside the uni

Are draughty when closed?
Conservatory roof leak?

01634 789025 /07950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

« Local Family Business
- Personal service in the
comfort of your home
« Free demonstrations

« After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

Diary 2015

June 16th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed

Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,

Basic Shape Workshop (2) New members welcome,
first visit free, no experience needed For details contact
Kaye Buss 01634 232998 or kayebuss@btinternet.com

June 17th - Hempstara Hempstead Active Retirement
Association, Scout Hall, Dukes Meadow Drive, 2pm.
speaker Dave Cash. Contact 01634 364440 for details.

June 17th — RainARA, 442 Club, Featherby Road,
Rainham, Talk on “History of the Royal Variety
Performance” by Dean Caston, Members only, Details
kentsofkent@tiscali.co.uk or 01634 373596

June 18th - Rainham Women's Institute 1.45 - 4.00pm,
Cookery Demonstration "100 years of W.I", Methodist
Church Hall, Rainham. Visitors welcome for small
entry charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details.

June 18th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Outing to Ashford
Shopping Outlet followed by tea at Lathe Barn. No
meeting in Village Hall (see 11th June).

June 18th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Strawberry Tea
entertainment Newington Concert Party, (see 11th Jun)

June 19th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland
Avenue, 8.30pm, Dave Barry Quintet, Steve Waterman
trumpet, Simon Allan saxophone, Gareth Williams
piano, Mick Hutton Bass and Dave Barry drums,
Admission £10, 01634 365352 or 07544 312743.

June 19th - Wander with Wisdom, 8.00pm Friends of
Wisdom Hospice 10k Moonlit Walk, Registration £15
See www.fowh.org.uk ring 01634 831163 or email
info@fowh.org.uk for details

June 20th - Tower & Church Open Day, St Margaret’s
Church, Rainham, Climb the Tower £2 adult, £1 child

June 20th - Community DIY SOS, help refurbish Oast
Community Centre (next to Rainham station) We need
your help, 07743788249 email aylingh@hotmail.co.uk

June 20th - Open Garden, 10.30am - 4.00pm, 48

Bredhurst Road, Wigmore, ME8 OPE In aid of Street
Children in India

June 20th & 21st— Wigmore Gardens Weekend, local
gardens open at various times over the weekend to
explore and enjoy. Contact Paul Bellerby on 01634
387328 or www.stmattswigmore.org.uk for details.

June 20th - RAMASES Newington Village Hall, 2.30pm,
Lecture given by Massimilano Pinarello © Members £7,
Guests £9, at the door, email ramasesnk@hotmail.com
or ring John Dewey 01795 472316 for details

June 20th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 6th June).

June 20th — Quiz Evening, 7.30pm, Rainham Oasthouse,
admission £2.50 (£2 members) rolls available 60p each,
for details ring Maggi 01634 610391.

June 21st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Ade 01634
306405, 10.00am, free public car park in the High
Street, East Malling TQ702570 ME19 6AJ for a 6 mile
leisurely walk from East Malling Bring picnic lunch for
midway break. Pub at end with lunches available.

June 21st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Anne Bond & Pat Wells 07778 302866 07804
837155, Leeds Church car park (park at far end) For a
5.5 mile moderate mainly flat walk with views of Leeds
Castle, some stiles, no dogs

June 22nd - Monday Hub, (see &th June).

June 22nd — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 8th June).

June 22nd — Rainham Wives, Evening of slides with Mr
Coe, (see 8th June).

June 23rd — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch Village
Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, see 12th Jun)

June 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Graham 07989
753278 10.00am graham.jenkinson@blueyonder.co.uk,
Otford public car park (charge) TQ525595 TN14 5PQ
for a 6.5 mile leisurely walk along the Darent Valley
Path one climb near the end. Linear walk returning on
the 2pm bus from Farningham. Bring picnic Pub at end.

June 24th - Gillingham Horticultural Society talk ‘Dig for

Victory and Gardening History’, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham. 7.15pm start.
£2, (£3 non members) details 01634 852519.

June 24th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Walk, (see

10th June).

June 25th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service, (see 11th

June).

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore. RS

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.

Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

Reflexology

Advanced Qualified Therapist
as featured in Kent Life magazine
- Holistic Dead Sea facials
- Waxing specialist

Elaine Wheeler VAR IR ART

Medway (01634) 379360
www.bodytalktherapies.co.uk
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS FFITS & GUTTERS

ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TCO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

(@)

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
w 01634 372411
11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS

oomestic ¢
INSTRUER L'.:j

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc.
Single items from £14.95
Light demolition
Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Domestic Installer
KITCHEN

ANDY SHEPHERD DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

s Kitchens
Pgomimﬂr & Bedrooms Fair Tmﬂ&!
DAeCt bt
Association Bathrooms B

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

0

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Website: www.linwoodhe.com LinWOOd

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 et oo,

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and ]mmigg’z_ltion.
Contact us or pop in for a competitive guote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Diary 2015

June 25th - Hempstead Leisure Club, AGM and fund
raising for Lifeboats (see 11th June)

June 25th - Walk: The History of Brompton, 7.00pm,
meeting outside Lampard Centre, Sally Port Gardens,
Booking essential, email bhrgbookings@gmail.com
Tickets £3 - pay on arrival

June 25th - Garden Open, 2.00 —4.00pm, 25 Hanover
Drive, Wigmore ME8 ORF, Handmade Crafts and
Creative Threads, Refreshments, Entrance £2, Proceeds
to Meningitis Now

June 25th - Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, Rainham, Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

June 26th - Lower Halstow Memorial Hall Open Day 6.00
- 9.00pm and Saturday 27th 10.00am - 4.00pm. See
for yourselves what a wonderful venue our Hall is the
rates per hour are so affordable too.

June 27th - Fairview Community Primary School June
Fair, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, 1.30pm, Entrance 50p,
Mobile Farm Experience, Farmers Market, Go Karts,
Amusements, Beat the Goalie, BBQ, Home made
Cakes, Refreshments and much more

June 27th - Miers Court Primary School, Summer Fayre,
11.00am — 2.00pm, All welcome. Please join us for fun,
games and entertainment.

June 27th - St Peter's , Bredhurst Summer Fete from
2.00pm. Applause Outdoors with the Apple Cart and
the Caledonian Society Display Team. All the usual
stalls and activities and children's races. 07749 919689

June 27th - Bredhurst Village Hall, professional singing
group The Flyrights, 7.00pm llicensed bar and raffle.
Tickets £12 on line fwww.bredhurstvillagehall.co.uk or
ring 07950 797325 proceeds to Bredhurst Village Hall

June 28th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Mo Fleisig 01634 788148 07976 600393, Cobtree
Manor Park car park free Forstal Road, Aylesford
Toilets and café, GR 744587 For a 6 mile moderate
walk along riverside, through countryside No dogs

June 28th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Pete/Kate
07751 879003, 10.00am Hollingbourne Railway Station
car park. TQ835551 ME17 1TX for a 6 mile leisurely
walk via Eyhorne and back via the Pilgrim’s Way.
Bring picnic lunch . Pub at end with lunches available.

June 29th — Rainham Wives, ‘Norwegian Cruise’
illustrated talk by June & Alan Parkin, (see 8th June).

June 30th - Rainbow Whist Drive, (see 16th June).

July Ist - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Peter/Ann
01634 718895, 7.00pm The Stone Horse Pub
Dillywood Lane, near Wainscott TQ732713 ME3 8EN
for a 4 mile easy Evening walk Pub at end

July 2nd - Hempstead Leisure Club, “Colour of the
Weather” talk by lan Currie (see [ 1th June)

July 2nd — Wigmore Thursday Club, ‘Round the World in
a Double Decker Bus’, Richard King (see 11th June).

July 3rd & 4th - St Paul's Drama Group ‘Murdered To
Death, a comedy by Peter Gordon, GMC Community
Hall, Third Avenue Gillingham, 7.30pm, Tickets £6 -
cons £5. Tickets and information 01634 852712 See
www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk

July 4th - Annual Dog Show, Memorial Hall, Lower
Halstow, 11.00am - 2.00pm, enter dogs on the day, All
proceeds for Over Sixties Christmas Tea.

July 4th - Upchurch Festival of Music, 8.00pm, City of
Canterbury Brass Band , St. Mary’s Church, Admission
Free, Retiring Collection For Festival Funds.

July 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony/Ann
01634 406634, 10.00am, Borstal Recreation Ground car
park. No parking fee TQ738669 ME1 3AE for a 6.5
mile moderate walk Bring picnic lunch

July 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847 828249
Brenchley car park at Market Heath on Brenchkey
Road just before the village GR 673418 TN12 7NX,
For a 6 mile easy walk in the Weald Dogs on leads

July 6th - Monday Hub, (see 8th June).

July 6th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 8th June).

July 6th — Rainham Wives, A fun game, or two, of Bingo,
(see 8th June).

July 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30 pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, ‘Medway in
Bloom’ - John Bentley, New members welcome, ring
01634 366276 for details.

July 8th — Rainham Flower Club, Demonstration (10th

July 11th - Upchurch Choral Society ‘The Green Leaves
Of Summer” Conducted Helen Osborne, Accompanist
Janet Stone, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church, Upchurch,
Admission by programme £5 (children free)

July 12th & 13th - Festival of Archacology Open Days —
Bredhurst Archaeology Project by Historical Research
Group of Sittingbourne, details Richard Emmett 07778
793079 or email richard@hrgs.co.uk

. ,61/1/""/
L UKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
| Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring Licensed Waste Carrier
Mick Eardley

Fully Insured
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly-—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Servicel

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
Square or Landscape shape

£28 per month
£78 for 3 months
Email af@thenet.uk.net

or call Hamish
on 01634 310011

9.00am—>5.00pm Monday to Friday
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Raise money for St Margaret’s Church
Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners
Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World purchase these
empty containers for refill
- not landfill.

ACE
. GLAZING REPAIRS

. Al types of doors & windows,
; fitted & repaired
. Fast, Friendly, Reliable, All werk -

; guaranteed
* FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

SELF EMPLOYED CLEANER/S
needed to help out a small domestic
cleaning business on an ad hoc basis.
£10 per hour. References required.
Please contact Leanne 07854

693711. leanne@lrborganise.co.uk
DOIT4U HANDYMAN bathroom/
Kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

PAINTING SOLUTIONS.

All painting outdoors, indoors and any
small jobs. Tidy and reliable. Call
Ayman on 07547 608 779.

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

CLEANER - reliable& punctual
CRB checked. Vast experience
including the Elderly. 01634 261032
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
etc. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply
RUBBISH CLEARED

Cheaper than a skip

No job too small

Call David 07836 585911
Environment Agency Registered

MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service. To find out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons. AD.DIP.CP.
DIP.Hyp.CS.MHS.

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 /0796 3842 503
C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts, sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922.

M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £6.50 Full
valet from £10. Call 01634 304648

SPARKLES Glitter PARTY.co.uk.
Girls” Pamper Parties 01634 376270
PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420.

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

YOGA CLASSES / Mindfulness
Learn to work with body, mind &
breath. Improve posture & health.
Contact Evion 01634 317463.
Website www.freed-om.co.uk
RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315707766 980 732

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+. Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105/07866 315 471

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799.

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow”. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552.
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

‘07970 759404.

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824
HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.
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MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits - Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720.

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 816093.
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453
ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799.
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —~Ample car parking.

T'o book phone 01634 364859.

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by
Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps etc with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325.

Tel 01634 306692
Mob 07789 796256

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths 01634 262582
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork
98 Queliied AP $ervices RAINHAM
Frame & St LADY,
DECORATOR
PICTURE FRAMING =t
GUILD COMMENDED FRAMER. EST 1992 s /‘)
pooner 2 |
WE LOVE A CHALLENGE... Apprenticeship served 2 %;ﬂ
YOU NAME IT WE FRAME IT! Fully qualified with b é‘v

ORIGINAL ART, PHOTOS, CROSS STITCH &
EMBROIDERY, FOOTBALL SHIRTS & MEDALS

01634 365050

WWW.FRAMEANDART.CO.UK

31 STATION ROAD
RAINHAM, KENT ME8 7RS

20 years’ experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01634 2338145
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

D Bishop & Son
Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars
All types of scrap
metal taken and

Recycled

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Classes held Weénesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham ME8 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS
Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters,

%@@é@ Fair Trader
" 01634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
books, DVD’s Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices

Good Local History area of brand
new books

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWA Y 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
% Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s /?\ Est. 1971
Plumbing & safel
Heating Chris Hallett
CENTRAL HEATING

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

ror s csmaes wnone 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL —~ We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, -
fuse boards L ﬂﬂ::f
& full rewires isaues (=]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

: "
Extenstons - Bathrooms — poors N A—
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. oomesnic (0

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

: FREE NO
@ cpTAR Rl BN e DS RO
' QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham ME8 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains.co.uk, W www crystalcurtaing co.uk

e plastering

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822

Fair Trater  yjo: 07897 498189 i

Ly
Free Surveys & Quotes

In

e 24 hour Personal Service
e Monumental Masons

127 Watling Street
Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Car parking available

High Stree
Rainham
Kent MES 8AR

30-1

Funernal Dinectors
A private family owned and run business

o Home visits if preferred
e Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

e Private Chapels of Rest
o Horse Drawn Hearse available

34 4 699
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Kent ME8 9PW

Car parking available
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