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Rainham High Street about 1906 soon after the trams came from Chatham. Gas lighting had
arrived in the village some 35 years earlier in 1870. The centre was transformed by the
lights which stretched from High Dewar Road in the east to just west of Orchard Street.
One of the early gas lamps can be seen in the centre of the picture illuminating the hub of
the village where a policeman could always be found on point duty and available to help
sort any problems. See ‘Gas Comes to Rainham’ on page 9.
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Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES
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Editorial

‘Bounce, buckram, velvets dear;

Christmas comes but once a year:

When it comes, it brings good cheer

But when it’s gone, it’s never the near.”

Whilst browsing, seeking inspiration for this editorial,
I came across this seemingly bit of nonsense under
December in Edith Holden’s “A Country Diary of an
Edwardian Lady’. Intrigued, as I did not understand
the first line at all, [ tried the internet for more
information. This apparently gave my computer
indigestion but after throwing me out a couple of
times | managed to glean the information ‘author
Thomas Miller’. However his long poem about this
time of year proved to be a red herring as it merely
ends each verse with ‘Old Christmas comes but once a
year’. Eventually 1 did find the quote in full with an
explanation (you need an awful lot of time to spare
once you embark upon these internet searches).
Apparently it comes from a Collection of Proverbs
published in 1882 and was the conclusion to a
mummers play *Alexander and the King of Egypt’
described as a ‘bombastic mock play’. These plays
were popularly performed at this time of year
providing entertainment over the festive season - 1
suppose television now fills that roll. Bounce Buckram
ete seemed to intimate an inability on the part of the
mummers o afford velvet and so their adoption of the
cheaper material buckram, the rest of the rhyme is self
explanatory and the *Christimas comes but once a year’
ling often quoted.

Even though Christmas only comes once a year we
seem to spend a disproportional amount of time
shopping and preparing for the one day and paying for
it afterwards! As you would expect our pages include
events for the festive period. Carol Concerts,
Christingle and Crib Services, traditional Midnight
Mass and Christmas Day Services at various churches
— you will be made welcome at any of these and so
really get into the Christmas spirit.

If you wish to prolong the holiday feeling into January
the Oast House Theatre in Rainham are again
presenting their popular pantomime (perhaps this is
the modern mummers play). This year it is *Beauty
and the Beast’. A fun outing for all the family in an
auditorium where you almost become part of the cast.
Whatever your plans for the next month whether it is
one long round of family get togethers, staying away

with friends or simply enjoying the comfort of your
own home do have a Very Happy Christmas and we
will see you again in January with our usual combined
winter edition.

Correspondence
SPEKES ROAD
Dear Editor,
I have lived in Spekes Road since 1992 and during
that time I have repeatedly been asked the same three
questions: Have I seen the Brown Lady ghost?
Is my garden the one with the lorry buried in it?
Is my house built over the Hempstead cave?
and 1 wonder if your readers could provide me with
any information about these, either to my e-mail:
dave@villatatra.plus.com or through your pages.
[ have seen the Brown Lady ghost: I was walking
home and saw her go round the side of my house
{where the "front" door is) and I assumed she was
someone dressed in Dickensian costume collecting for
charity, but when [ turned the corner there was no-one
there. From that point there are only three ways she
could have gone without passing me, over the top of
thc house, over a 2 metre high fence or over the locked
2 metre high side gate, not possible in one of those

dresses. She was drcssn,d in a bonnet and dress, with a
cape over her shoulders, all in brown, hence the name
of Brown Lady, but who was she?
The story of the lorry is that at some point between the
end of the Second World War and 1992 someone had
an ex-army Bedford lorry that broke down, and as at
that time scrap had no value they used a JCB to dig a
hole, pushed the lorry in and buried it. But if this isn't
an urban myth, whereabouts in Spekes Road is it?
The Hempstead Cave seems the most well known of
the three, but reports vary as to whether it was a dene-
hole with a short cave off from the bottom, to a cave
that went right across Hempstead valley, reappearing
in the Capstone valley. Given that the Royal Engineers
had a practice area here | wonder if it was some sort of
training tunnel? I have been told that one of the
garages to a house on the east side of Spekes Road
may have been built over the entrance, but other than
the fact of its existence, nothing seems very clear.

Yours sincerely,

David Girling,

Villa Tatra, Spekes Road, ME7 3RT
THOUGHTLESS VANDALISM
Dear Editor
[ feel T must put pen to paper. Trying to deal with the
loss of my husband after almost 60 years in May, |
found comfort in having a ‘Memorial Bench® put in
Wigmore Park.
Now it has been vandalised by three individuals who
scratched their names with a sharp instrument either
side of the plaque and even scratched that as well.
I expect they thought it clever, but to me it has spoilt
my walks in the Park with my dog, because [ wonder
what I shall find next. They no doubt will have a
‘Happy Festive Season’. but they certainly havn’t

helped mine. People who have lost their loved ones
will understand how 1 feel, but vandals have no
feelings or respect.

Yours sincerely

Daphne Adams
OTTERHAM
Dear Editor
I would like say a very big thank you for the huge
response I received for information regarding my
book, Otterham, Kent - Your Heritage. Everyone was
most helpful, [ am very grateful to so many Action
Forum readers. The book is available £5. 99, (from
December 1st) at Sunburst Bookshop in Station Road,
Rainham. If you wish to order via post, the cost is
£7.50, please contact Mike Gunnill, 24 Woodruff
Close. Upchurch. Kent MES 7XQ
The inspiration for the book was the building on the
very last local brick field, Four Gun Field in Otterham
Quay Lane, Upchurch. Recent announcements have
been made in Otterham Quay Lane, under Medway
Council, for two further housing developments. One
between the Clover Lay Industrial Estate and the
railway by Persimmon Homes and the other between
the railway and London Road (A2) by Gladden
Developments. These will total 500 new homes in
addition to the 50 agreed by Swale Borough Council
on Four Gun Field. The record of local heritage, the
original idea of the book, is more important than ever
To all who assisted with my project, a Very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year to you.

Thank you
Mike Gunnill

RAINHAM WAR MEMORIAL

Dear Editor,

Reading my Action Forum with the usual interest, |
have wondered why the Memorial is so badly
positioned that it allows any attending visitors the
privilege of being liable to be run over on the London
Road. This is not a CWG but a locally erected cross
and there must be a way for it to be better located.

[ know the Church Commissioners are not known for
their speedy deliberations but the simple solution
would be to knock down and rebuild the churchyard
wall six feet further back over a distance of, say,
twenty feet.

This would allow the cross itself to be moved back
that distance and, at the same time, railed off. This
would afford it the dignity it deserves.

SALMON WINDOWS
Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced

Family run independent company

I think the short answer is “not a snowball’s chance™.
If the excuse is the standard one (no money), this is
not true. It can always be found.
Perhaps, then, one could hear the words of the padre
conducting the service undisturbed by passing
teenagers on motorcycles with open exhausts.

Yours sincerely,

Tim Stopford R.N.R.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

St. Margaret’s Parish Church, High Street, Rainham,
Thursday 11th - Saturday 13th December

4.00 — 7.30pm — Free Admission - Mulled Wine and
Mince Pies will be available - All Welcome

CAROL SERVICE

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group

Sunday 14th December, 3.00pm

St Peters Church Bredhurst. A simple service to
remember loved ones and light a candle for them.
Everyone, children included, very welcome.
Further details from Julie 01634 364309,

DISTRIBUTION Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Rainham

Hawthorne Avenue, Caldew Avenue

Lower Rainham Road, Motney Hill

Wigmore

Wigmore Road (Woodside to Fairview)

The Hazels, Fellows Close, Chamberlain Court
Hempstead

Wildwood, Black Rock, Stalham, Coppice Court
Barncroft and Old Carriageway

Upchurch

The Poles, Church Farm Road, Forge Lane, part of
The Street

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 (please
mention that you are calling about Action Forum) or
email aff@thenet.uk.net

@mrs aﬁﬂ-smum"c'mm.ms
LR Wl N 0L

Take Care
...supporting your independence
DO YOU NEED A GOOD OLD FASHIONED

HOME HELP SERVICE?

Housswork—i.aundry-—-ﬁhoppmg-—Accom pany to
A hip—Gardener/ Handyman

For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 07973 860369
www.salmonwindows.co.uk

Fair Trader

OurC ity Assi e i
CRB checked, fully i and.

yAward 01634 316821

b ‘to you

for Pride in Medh
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Diary 2014

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

aff@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 6th January

December 6th — Christmas Fayre, Miers Court School,
11.00am - 2.00pm, Free Entry all welcome,

December 6th - Worzel Gummidge Christmas
Pantomime” A slice of cake and a cup of tea” 2.00pm,
The Centre, next to Travelodge, M2 Services, Farthing
Corner, Tickets £7 adults £5 children, 01634 361117.

December 6th - St Peter's Christmas Fayre, Bredhurst
Village Hall 2.00 - 4.00pm. Entrance 50p, children free.

December 6th - Union of Catholic Mothers, Carol
Concert featuring The Medway Singers, 7.45pm, St
Augustine’s Church, Parkwood, Tickets 01634 371897,

December 6th - Christmias Wine and Wisdom St
Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore, 7.30pm,
Tickets £5, details 01634 370492,

December 6th — Autumn Concert, Old Bam Orchestra,
7.30pm Invicta School, Maidstone, £10 on the door.

December 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony &
Ann vajra.faulkner@tesco.net 01634 406634, 10.00am,
Otford public car park opposite Bull Pub. TQ 525593
TIN14 5PG for a 5.3 mile leisurely walk. Bring picnic
lunch. Pub at end

December 7th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847
828249, River Valley Upchurch Golf Course overflow
car park, 4 mile easy Christmas Dinner walk, No dogs

December 7th - St. Margaret’s Parish Church, High
Street, Rainham, 10.30am Christingle Service

December 8th — Monday Hub, St Paul’s Church,
Yarkwood, 10.00am — 12.30pm, light refreshments,
conversation, games ete, All welcome, ring 01634
230780 for details.

December 8th — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens
Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alternate Mon
2.00 — 4.30pm, new members welcome, 01634 230500

December 8th, 9th & 16th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa
Sleigh Run, Hempstead, 6.00 — 8.15pm.

December 8th - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club
Concert, Parkwood Community Centre, 7.00 for
7.30pm, Organist - Tim Flint ring Brian Leonard 01634
234694 for details.

December 8th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening of each month to help people still in
employment who have lost a loved one, join us for a
cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634 364309 for details

December 8th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham 8.00pm, Christmas Evening &
Mince Pies, New members welcome, £2 per visit
includes refreshments, details ring Sue (1634 230639,

December 9th — Gillingham & Distriet Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, AGM and Social Evening. For
more information ring 01634 852519.

December 9th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club,
Christmas Dinner (pre-booking required), St George
Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 8.00 pm visitors welcome.
medwayantiquespublicity | @virginmedia.com

December 10th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Fairview, 6,00 — 8.15pm.

December 10th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Christmas at Home,
for details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

December 10th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm Village Hall,
Story Telling, Roisin Murray, visitors welcome, For
details ring 01634 389966

December | 1th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Carols and
Readings for Christmas, St Matthew’s Community
Centre, 2.00pm, for over 50s, ring 01634 235507

December [ 1th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, tea
and chat, Village Hall behind Church 2.00 — 4.00pm.
Details ring 01634 366907 New members welcome

December 11th — 13th - Christmas Tree Festival, St.
Margaret’s Parish Church, High Street, Rainham,
4.00pm — 7.30pm — Free Admission, Mulled Wine and
Mince Pies available, All Welcome

December 11th & 12th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa
Sleigh Run, Parkwood, 6.00 — &.15pm.

December 11th - Donn Barcott Band, 44Two Sports and

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers
One Day Courses in 2015
Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk
Tuesday March 10th 2015 - Beginners

Wednesday March 11th 2015 - Improvers

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

electric cookers.

A.C. Domestics >

Gas salety cheeks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair ancd
nstallition ol gas central
heating, botlers, fires, gas and

01622 730960 / 07799887754

o _y
" oy

N
ke

& SN, i
A1 Roofing Services
« TILED ROOFING
« FLAT ROOFING
+ LEAD FLASHING
« PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
- FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@al-roofing-services co.uk
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Social Club, Featherby Road, Gillingham, 8.30 —

11.00pm, Admission £6, Details ring 01634 405037
December 12th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship

Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every

December 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Camer Country Park meet Graham 07989 753278 for a
5 mile leisurely walk Fairly flat good views on a clear
day. Pub at end with lunches available.

Friday 9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a December 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim

loved one, join us for a cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634

364309 for details.

December 12th - UpARA Monthly Meeting, Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome, davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

December 12th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Road Primary School, Gillingham
www.grlhs.weebly.com 7.15pm. *Village Signs & Their
History™ - Avis Harms, Visitors welcome for Ron Baker
01634 854982 or email r.baker] 234@btinternet.com

December 13th - Christmas Concert, River Voice
Community Choir, 3.00pm, St George’s Centre,
Chatham Maritime, Free Entry, Donations welcome
New members welcome, contact Claire 07890 705698

or ¢jfrewin(@gmail.com

December 13th - Carol Concert, Rainham Ladies with the
UK Paper band. Royal Dockyard Church, Chatham.
ME4 4TE, 7.30pm, Raffle and refreshments in aid of
the Millie Moo Foundation, £7 adults, £3 under 12
01634 370797 secretary@rainhamladieschoir.org.uk.

December 13th - Christmas Songs, Gillingham Methodist
Church, Third Avenue, 7.30pm, Gillingham Male
Voice Choir, Carols for everyone Free Entry,

December 13th - Medway Folk Dance Club, Christmas
Ceilidh, United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, 7.30 — 10.00pm, new and experienced
dancers welcome, with or without a partner, for more
information call 01634 366189 or 388546

December 13th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, Christmas Dance ticket only, 7.30

lewislad@hotmail.com 07807 896995, 10.00am. left

hand car park approaching Aylestord Bridge from the

Running Horse roundabout TQ732589 ME20 7AU, for
a 12 mile moderate walk, steep climb between miles 2
and 3. Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end.

December 14th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Carol Service, 3.00pm, St Peters Church,
Bredhurst. A simple service to remember loved ones
and light a candle for them. Everyone, children
included, very welcome, details 01634 364309,

December 15th — Monday Hub, St Paul’s Church,
Parkwood, (sece 8th Dec).

December 15th - Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Kenilworth Road, 6.00 — 8,15pm.

December 15th — Rainham Evening W1, 7.30pm,

Millennium Centre, Christmas Party Competition —
Tree Decoration, ring 01634 262577 for details.

December 16th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -
9.45pm, £3. Everything you didn't think you needed to
know about trees - Michael Walter. Walks sce
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway

December 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike,
10.00am, commuter car park just north of Bredhurst.
TQ799629 ME9 01U for a 7.5 mile leisurely walk via
Darland Banks, Capstone Country Park, Spekes Bottom
and Chapel Lane. Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end.

December 17th - Hempstead Active Retirement
Association (HempstARA), Christmas Party, Scout
Hall, Duke's Meadow Drive, 2.00pm

~ 11.00pm, for Ballroom ~ Latin — Sequence Dancing, December 17th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh

details 01634 363738 s.collinsO2(@btinternet.com
December 13th - 'Jingle Those Bells', Wigmore MADS
Christmas Concert 8.00pm, St Matthew's Community
Centre, Wigmore, carols and songs, new and old.
Tickets £6 & £5 concessions, Sue 01634 370639

of Christmas

Run, Lower Beechings Way, 6.00 - 8.15pm.

December 17th - The Wigmore Lectures, Library,
Fairview Avenue, Tickets £3.75, Booking 01634
337799, 8.00pm, Andy Thomas - A Celebratory History

December 14th — Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country December 18th — Rainham Community Friendship

Park, 10.00am refreshments , ring 01634 337432
December 14th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

10.00am, meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977

614821 Meopham Green car park GR 641652 DAI13

0QA., 5.5 mile moderate circular walk, Dogs allowed

Christmas Party, Millennium Centre, Rainham, 1.30 —
3.30pm, £2 fee ‘Christmas Celebration’, details ring
Lance at Hands 01634 577984 or email
community(@gillinghamvolunteercentre.com

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

e TV Acrials/Freesat
Systems Installed
e Extra TV/SKY Points
e TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances set up
Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

_Fully Insured
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[ituated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Michola

Telephane: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com)
Web: www.whiskerslodge.comy




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTE

i Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, s
Kent MER TEG L ;
Tel: 01634 375222 *  Book-keeping
Fax: 01634 371318 +  Pay 'f""
E Mail: admin@jadaccountants.co,uk *  Audit

www. jadaccountants.co.uk = Associated Services

Qudlified technician. References available

DOITAU home improvementshandyman

Bathrooms » Clackrooms e Kitchens e Tiling » Radiators
Sockets » Fooring # Lighting » Blinds
Small jobs welcome!
Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doit4u.org

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com $5fel

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!
Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG iz
BRYANT %
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
[N\AT:T@l Al RATED BY NHEC

01634 231321

MIRANDA
DPOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE Il
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 15 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Body Treatments Reflexclogy — Bridal
Mew Geleration Manicure & Pedicure Massage
Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting — VL lashes
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

s Bookings Only .......
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable

-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with.
Bowen Therapy, NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk

6

Rainham Soldiers World War 1 Experiences in
1914-1915

Lance corporal Percy Eames of the Buffs Regiment
from Bredhurst Lane sent a letter home in June 1915
describing his experiences to his parents.

‘I have had the terrible experience of being buried
heneath sandbags and earth. It was 3-0° clock in the
morning of Saturday June 19th. We had just stood to
arms when the Germans started shelling us with 12
inch shells. The first shell knocked our trench in
about five yards away from me. We stood waiting for
the next one, which was not many minutes afier the
first one and that was the one that did the damage.
Three of us fell flat in the trench to avoid being hit
and 'was the centre one. The men on each side of
me were killed, one having his legs and back blewn
away, the other having his head blown off. I was
very lucky and only received a slight head wound
and was slightly crushed in the stomach. But I .am
aoing on alright and I expect I will be back in the
firing
an hour to dig me out of the debris. I have gone a bit
deaf in both ears on account of the explosion. It is
not the workmanship of the Germans that blows our
trenches in; it is the volume they put over to us. They
fire twelve shells to every one of ours.’

According to the East Kent Gazette Sergeant Frank
Baker of the 1st Battalion of the Buffs from Station
Road received the Distinguished Conduct Medal for
conspicuous gallantry on September 21st 1915, This
happened because he volunteered to go into no
man’s land and bring back the body of a regimental
captain which lay 15 yards from the German lines.
Frank Baker and a lieutenant crept to where the body
lay then crawling on their stomachs the two men
dragged it for about 150 yards and lifted it over the
parapet of the British trench. Because of bright
moonlight they were subjected to heavy German
gunfire but they survived. When Frank Baker

f’ Neat Feet f,

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal MNails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:
01634 322591

returned to Rainham in December 1915 he attended
a presentation in the church hall where Reverend
Tamplin presented him with an inscribed watch for
gallantry on behalf of the parish of Rainham. Later
in 1916 after being made a sergeant-major Frank
Baker died having being shot at the Battle of
Guillemont in France. David Wood

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
St. Margaret’s Parish Church, High Street, Rainham
December 7th, 10.30am Christingle Service
December 21st, 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight
December 24th, 1.30 & 4.00pm Crib Services
Midnight Mass 11.30pm Carols from 11.00pm
Christmas Day December 25th, 9.30am
Family Communion Service
CAROL CONCERT
Saturday 13th December. 7.30pm start.
Rainham Ladies Choir - MD Mr Simon Tatnall
with the UK Paper band.

line before many days. It took three quarters of - The Royal Dockyard Church, Chatham. ME4 4TE.

In aid of the Millie Moo Foundation.
Tickets £7 adults and £3 children under 12.
01634 370797 or 613715 or email
secretary@rainhamladieschoir.org.uk.

'JINGLE THOSE BELLS'

Wigmore MADS present their Annual Christmas
Concert on Saturday 13th December, 8.00pm

St Matthew's Community Centre, Drewery Drive
Come and join us for an evening of carols and songs,
new and old. Tickets £6 & £5 cons 01634 370639

CHRISTMAS CONCERT A Christmas Cracker
River Voice Community Choir
Saturday 13th December, 3.00pm
St George’s Centre, Pembroke Gate, Chatham
Christmas Music, Raffle, Light Refreshment
Free Entry, Donations welcome
New members welcome, contact Claire
07890 705698 or cjfrewin@gmail.com

Sam Collins

Painting Services
Affordable-High Quality
Interior/Exterior painting

For a free quote
Tel: 07872 925412

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

ASTER LARMS é

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEAR
Alarms—CCTV-Access Control "/1odva

www.masteralarms.com Fair Tl‘ade"
mail@masteralarms.com 1=
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762 '




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR NOVEMBER

In November we paid a visit to Box Hill, which is
part of the North Downs, between Leatherhead and
Dorking in Surrey and which it is owned by the
National Trust. Box Hill's mix of grazed down land,
woodland and views has attracted visitors over many
years. By Edwardian times thousands of Londoners
were visiting Box Hill, by train, at weekends and on
Bank Holidays. The main approach to the Hill is via a
gorge in the North Downs through which runs the
River Mole, a tributary of the Thames. A cliff-like
slope rises up precipitously from the Mole. On it
grows a renowned wood of box trees, one of the very
few such woods in Britain. These evergreen trees
grow in a density that permits very little else to grow
under them. Box Hill was named after the box trees, as
was Boxley, near Maidstone. There are just a few box
trees in Boxley Wood. Another tree for which Box
Hill is famed is the juniper: it is widely scattered on
the exposed escarpment of the Hill. From the
attractive village of Mickleham, alongside the River
Mole, a road ascends up Box Hill in a series of zig
zags, like an Alpine pass.It was not therefore
surprising that the cycle time trials both at the
Olympic Games and the more recent London Surrey
Classic were scheduled to take in two ascents of the
zig zags. The steep road passes through some of the
finest hillside woods of beech and yew trees in
England. Both species of tree grow well in the
infertile, chalk soils of Box Hill.

We ourselves took the zig zag road, by car, and
arrived at the summit near the cafe and shop, adjacent
to which are a few juniper trees. In the south of
England this scarce tree typically haunts the parched,
chalk down lands. In the north, juniper trees are
usually found growing with heather and bilberry on
moorland. The tree is conically shaped, of a blue-
green colour and has a fragrant smell of resin. It is one
of just three conifers native to this country, the others
being Scots pine and yew. The juniper’s aromatic
berries can be used to flavour gin. However, native
juniper berries have probably not been used on a large
scale by British distillers since the 19th century.

These days, berries for commercial use are mostly
imported from eastern Europe.

Before commencing our walk on Box Hill, we took in
the scene from a view point overlooking Dorking and
the Surrey Hills. On the horizon we could see the
tower on Leith Hill which, at 1,000 feet above sea
level, is the highest point in south east England. We
then walked down Juniper Bottom, also known as
Happy Valley. The predominant trees were yew and
box, the growth of which seem to have crowded out
and killed off the juniper trees that once grew there.
Yews resist pollution and can flourish in the shade of
taller trees, but little can grow in the shade that they
themselves create. This native tree can easily outlive
any other, partly because its wood is exceedingly
strong. Even a very hollow bole can hold together and
support heavy branches. The largest yews on Box Hill
are probably about 250 to 300 years old. They have
squat trunks supporting branches that have sagged to
the ground, from where they have sent out suckers.
Very few species of insects are attracted to the
evergreen yew and box trees. Consequently, we saw
no flocks of birds such as tits in Juniper Bottom.
Groups of small insect eating birds would normally be
found in oak woods, for example, in November.

The dense, hard wood of the box tree was once used
for printing blocks, chessmen and rulers, among other
objects. Now-a-days, it is more commonly used for
hedging and topiary and also to provide shoots for
wreaths: this sombre evergreen has long been
associated with death. The atmosphere among the
twisted trunks of the box trees in Juniper Bottom was
humid and dark, as a result of the closed overhead
canopy. This leads me to mention that evergreen

woods can be gloomy and forbidding on dark days and

are therefore best visited when the sun in shining, as it
was during our own visit. We returned to our starting
point via Juniper Top from where we had a view, to
the north, of the Chiltern Hills, some 30 miles away,
in Buckinghamshire. The down land on the Top has
been kept open by centuries of light grazing. Anthills
made by the yellow meadow ant indicate that the area
has not been ploughed for very many years. In the
past, shepherds grazed their flocks on the slopes by
day and penned them in folds on the lower arable

TAURUS LOCK

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
[Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.AP. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
lMObile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY PLUMBING
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Fair Trader

Boarding
Cattery

nan

Owner FAB trained

Built ta FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate

up to four cats from the same household

Wiewing welcome, by appointment anly please
www_catnapbredhurst.co.uk

stillyahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane

wirst, Kent. MET 3JR
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fields at night. This reduced the nutrient levels of the
soil under the turf and saved the low growing, down
land plants, such as rock rose, birds” foot trefoil and
wild thyme, from competition by dominant grasses.
Whilst resting on the Top we saw a flock of fieldfares,
members of the thrush family and winter visitors from
Scandinavia, flying overhead. They had presumably
been attracted by the berries of the yew, holly,
wayfaring, hawthorn and whitebeam trees on Box
Hill. Before leaving the Hill, we enjoyed tea and cake
in the National Trust cafe.

Joe Ennis
GAS COMES TO RAINHAM
At the beginning of the nineteenth century engineers
and inventors had been experimenting with gas for
lighting, and the first public street lighting using it was
demonstrated in Pall Mall, London, in 1807. The
world's first gas company was the Westminster Gas
Light and Coke Company, set up in 1813, and by 1859
about a thousand gas works had sprung up to meet the
demand for the new fuel, which was made by heating
coal.
Gillingham's Gasworks were in being by 1860
Rainham was not to be left behind: a contemporary
account reports that 'The 24th February 1868 will be
remembered as the day on which gas lighting was first
introduced to Rainham Street. An illuminated star
was exhibited at the White Horse in honour of the
event, but the wind somewhat interfered with the
success of the experiment. The unusual sight,
however afforded great pleasure to a considerable
number of lookers-on.... Now that gas is obtainable,
it will be for the parishioners to decide whether the
darkness of the street shall be enlightened and the
church be at once warmed and illuminated'. There
was much discussion by members of the Vestry and
others about whether St Margaret's Church should be
lit using gas, whose bright light would make it
possible to hold services and meetings during winter
evenings.
"Vestries' were the bodies of local Gentlemen who ran
their villages, ensuring that roads were maintained, the
poor looked after, law and order observed and so on,
appointing inspectors and overseers to ensure that
duties were carried out. Their role today has been
assumed partly by national government and partly by
local councils. In January 1870 the Parish magazine
reported

"The lighting of Rainham Street with Gas is now an
accomplished fact. So far as relates to a district
beginning at the Station, and containing the Street
from Mr G. Green's to Drury Lane, the provisions of
the Act were unanimously adopted by the Vestry. The
following gentlemen were chosen Inspectors:- Mr
Walter, Dr Knight, Mr Miles, Mr Moss, Mr Atkins,
and Mr Turner, who subsequently appointed the Vicar,
Treasurer, and Mr John Longley, Secretary. The
Lamp-lighter is Henry Honey; he entered on his duties
on Christmas Eve, when the lights were lighted for the
first time." Although the Inspectors, (mostly wealthy
or at least prosperous employers) were addressed as
MR, Henry Honey, a 34-year old baker, does not
qualify for the title.

'Drury Lane' is currently called High Dewar Road, but
it has also been known as Hydors Lane. 'Mr G.
Green's' was just to the west of Orchard Street - there
were very few houses or businesses beyond that point.
Many old photos show some of Rainham's early lamp
standards, with a short horizontal bar just below the
lantern against which the lamplighter rested his
ladder.

BEAUTY & THE BEAST

by Stage Right Creative Ltd

A traditional family pantomime

January 9th 10.16.17.23.24.30 & 31st

Performances at 8.00pm with matinees every Saturday
at 2.00 & 5.00pm. On Saturday 24th January there will
be an extra matinee at 11.00am!

This classic fairy tale is brought to life by the Rainham
Theatrical Society. Will Belle manage to break the
spell and escape from the beast to marry the Prince?
Will the pantomime Dame Madame Fifi and her idle
Son, Jaques save the day?

To find out you'll have to come along to the
Oasthouse Theatre...oh yes you will.

Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

BABY MASSAGE COURSE
January 12th, 19th & 26th, 10.00 - 11.00am
St Paul’s Church, Parkwood
£5 for entire course
To enrol contact Elaine Wheeler
01634 379360
or email baby massage(@thel39c¢lub .co.uk
The 139 Club is a charity run by the parish for the
support of families.

*« TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

e o LINDSA

+ MULCH

. FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services s

Rggﬂl;o HELP is on its way
G UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
P BOILER EXCHANGES
gife POWER FLUSHING

““% LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey Dip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www theresaelsey.co.uk

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING -

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

PROBLEM SOLVING * DECKING

GARDEN MAINTENANCE * FLOORING * GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kitchen Solutions

“The kitchen you always wanted at the price you want to pay"!

Complete Kitchens for you, at Trade Prices, supplied & fitted.
We can provide fitted worktops only or a fitting only service.
Call us first for a free free design service now.

Ask for Kevin 560499
Mobhile: 07964 798 139

Builders &
Decorators

EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES 7NJ

WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

No job too small

Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFI
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMLERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCL
Ciy & Guilds [/ Institute ol Carpenters
TOP M ALITY AT COMPETTTIVE

1S
MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839318

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE

» Member of Gas Safety Register

+ All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports

* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

+ 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Window Fix Direct
Do you have windows
or doors that.

01634 789025 /07950 761061
www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

+ Local Family Business
= Personal service in the
comfort of your home
» Free demonstrations

« After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment

www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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Diary 2014

December 18th - Rainham Women's Institute, Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, 1.45 - 4.00pm, Christmas
Party, Visitors welcome for small entry charge per
visit, Ring 01634 366276 for details.

December 18th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Informal
Meeting - tea and chat, (see 11th Dec).

December 18th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Christmas
entertainment and refreshments, (see 1 1th Dec).

December 18th & 19th - Gillingham Lions Club Santa
Sleigh Run, Twydall, 6.00 — 8.15pm.

December 20th - Granary Evangelical Church, Oasthouse,
Granary Close, Rainham - Christmas Carol Service
3.00pm, free coffee & mince pies. Ring 01634 310959,
Transport available. www.granary-church.org.uk

December 21st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438,
Parkwood Shops car Park Long Catlis Road GR
808642 MEB 9PN, 6 mile moderate pre Christmas walk
some street /lane walking. No dogs

December 21st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Arthur &
Jan arthur.waters@sky.com 01634 711734, 10.00am,
the green near the church and Swan PH in West
Peckham. TQ 644525 ME18 51N for a 6.3 mile
leisurely walk with one reasonably steep climb at the
beginning. Pub at end with lunches available.

December 21st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim
jimbush46g@btinternet.com, 10.00am, Chilham village
car park, bottom of the hill. TR067536 CT4 8BZ fora 9
mile moderate walk visiting Godmersham with good
views. Bring a picnic. Pub and tea room at the end

December 21st - St. Margaret’s Parish Church, Rainham,
6.30pm Christmas Carols by Candlelight

December 21st - A peacelul, magical candlelit Christmas
Service with buffet after, 6.30pm - 9.30pm, All
welcome, The Centre, next to Travelodge, M2 Services

December 21st — Quiz Evening, 7.30pm, Rainham
Qasthouse, admission £2.50 (£2 members), rolls 60p
each, for details ring Maggi 01634 610391.

December 22nd — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 8th Dec).

December 23rd — UpARA, Cottee Morning, Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am -12.30pm, Members £1.50, Guests
£2, New Members Welcome, for details email
Chairman David Powell davidrpowell3(@hotmail.co.uk

December 24th - St. Margaret’s Parish Church, High
Street, Rainham, 1.30 & 4.00pm Crib Services,
Midnight Mass 11.30pm (Carols from 11.00pm)

December 25th - St. Margaret’s Parish Church, High
Street, Rainham 9.30am, Family Communion Service

December 25th - Granary Evangelical Church, Oasthouse,
Granary Close, Rainham - Christmas Day Service
10.30am, free coffee & mince pics. (see 20th Dec).

December 28th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony &
Ann 10.00am, 01634 406634, vajra. faulkner@tesco.net
Leeds Church car park TQ825533 ME17 IRL fora 5.1
mile leisurely walk , Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end.

December 30th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike,
9.20am, Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre. where we
get the 9.27am number 130 bus to Maidstone, for a 8.5
mile moderate linear walk back.

December 31st — Instep Dancing, New Years Eve Dance,
7.30pm — 12.30am. (see 13th Dec).

January 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geoff
geoff.rambler@me.com 07525 161766, 11.00am,
Wouldham, All Saints Church TQ712644 MEL 31D for
4 mile moderate fairly strenuous climb — particularly
after a week spent on the sofa  Pub at end.

January Ist - Medway Organ & Keyboard Club Concert,
Organist - Matthew Basin, (see 8th Dec).

January 3rd - Medway Folk Dance Club, New Year
Dance, (see 13th Dec).

January 3rd - New Years Party, Peter's Place , 7.30pm,
Southall Suite, 44two Club, Featherby Road,
Gillingham MES 6AN, £10 adult, £30 Family Ticket,
ring 01634 570443 for tickets.

January 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim
lewislad@hotmail.com 07807 896995, 10.00am,
Teynham Station (No parking charge) TQ956631 ME9
9EA for a 6 mile moderate walk, two gates to be
climbed and one narrow bridge with no hand rails,
suggest boots as might be muddy. Bring picnic lunch.

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service

01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore, [0 \Hef

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannen-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully gualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPQINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
N'? JO% TO(I)R':JH'!'U\tl)_‘L %R TOO BIG
‘our Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit Fair Trader
01634 3?5129 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

"'i"’“ 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
DOMESTH f.\.l 3
MMM Domestic Installer

= CCTV & Intruder Alarms
= Fire Alarms

t 01634 387762
m 07711082415

Total Security Services

= Access Control
= Automated Gates/Barriers

KITCHEN
ANDY SHEPHERD DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

Kitchens
;‘fm Bedrooms Fair Trader
" ARsociation Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

8 Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.

-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com L’ nwo°d

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics

Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Ml tpax

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

PAMPERED AND POLISHED

Gellux Manicures IBX Nail Repair Pedicures

Waxing Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting Facials
Mandy 01634 370697 / 07849 276057
10 years qualified - Wigmore based

Diary 2015

January 4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,

meet Roger Danks 07866 971819, Yalding, Anchor Inn,

GR 695499, 6 mile moderate walk, dogs allowed.
January 5th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 8th Dec).
January 8th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, tea and

chat (see 11th Dec).

January 8th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Talk -

‘Prostitution in Victorian Medway(sce 11th Dec).
January 9th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History

Society ‘Innovations of the Stuart Period” David

Carder, (see 12th Dec).

January 9th,10,16,17,23,24,30 & 31st - Beauty & The

Beast” by Stage Right Creative Ltd, A traditional family

pantomime, Oasthouse Theatre, 8.00pm, matinees
every Saturday 2.00 & 5.00pm. (24th January extra
matinee 11.00am) Box Office 0844 8793224

January 11th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet David Brown 01634 373833, Newnham
park in The Street near George Inn GR 955576 ML9
0LL, 5.5 mile moderate circular walk . Generally flat,
some hills, may be muddy il wet. No dogs

January [ Ith - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Heather
07887 750881, 10.00am Yalding, Anchor Inn
TQG687503 MEILS 611G Parking iavailable, free, on the
roadside by the canal or for a charge, at the Lees, fora
6 mile leisurely walk from Teapot museum only one
noticeable hill, short snack break midway. Lunch
available at the Anchor Inn or tea and snacks at cafe.

January [1th - Medway Ramblers Walk. meet John
billingsje@ blueyonder.co.uk 07749 760788, 10.00am,
Camer Country Park, near Sole Street TQ649669 DA13
0XU for 11.5mile moderate circular walk. Bring picnic
lunch. Pub midway. Pub at end with lunches available.

January 12th, 19th & 26th - Baby Massage Course, 10.00
- 11.00am, St Paul’s Church, Parkwood, £5 for entire
course, To enrol contact Elaine Wheeler 01634 379360
or email baby massage@thel 39¢lub.co.uk

January 12th — Rainham Wives, New Year Party,
members evening, (see §th Dec).

January 13th - Medway Antique & Collectors’ Club,
History of Doll’s Houses with examples - George
Wildridge, (see 9th Dec).

January 14th, 21, 28 & February ch Free *Silver
Surfers’ beginners I'T courses, 3.15 —4.15pm. Rainham
School for Girls, Details from M]s. Moon 01634 362746

January 14th — Bredhurst WI, Dr. Ann Kneitf - Women’s
Land Army, (see 10th Dec).

January 14th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, Quiz
Night, (see 10th Dec).

January 14th - The Wigmore Lectures, Library, Fairview
Avenue, Tickets £3.75, Booking 01634 337799,
8.00pm, Prue Walier — Ropemakers, a film made in
2007 about the naval dockyard at Chatham.

January 15th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Phrases and
Sayings - Part 2, Paul Warren, (see 11th Dec).

January 15th - Hempstead Leisure Club, New Age
Curling, Bocchia, card games, (see 11th Dec).

January 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Margaret
magloul@yahoo.co.uk 01795 843927, 1.00pm, Lower
Halstow TQ859674 ME9 7DZ for a 5.5 mile moderate
walk with Afternoon Tea or Soup on the Edith May
Barge (Meet at main entrance to Brickfields park in
Lapwing Drive, book before 10th Jan for tea, approx £35
payable on the day. Walk could be muddy in piaces

January 17th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 13th Dec).

January 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Simon and
Mandy simonellwood@hotmail.com, 10.00am, Cuxton,
White Hart Pub TQ713666 ME2 1 AA for a 8.5 mile
moderate walk, no harsh climbs, picnic for midway

January 21st - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Talk - *Pruning of garden Fruit Trees & Shrubs’,
Hyacinth Show, Ring 01634 233554 for details

January 23rd — Medway Geographical Society, Byron
Road School, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm *Sradinia and
Corsica’ ~ Mrs Elizabeth Sillifant, 01634 362683,

January 24th - Quiz Night for Macmillan Cancer Support,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, 7 for 7.30pm sharp, £6
per person, £40 per table (8 per table) Cali / text Liz on
07473 796824 or Wizrobjesstom{@ virginmedia.com

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

[f ol -t

. UK EHIUIU RST
Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc.
Single items £14.95
Light demolition
Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardiey
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightty.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
FPrompt and Reliable Service]
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EEASEEE 3 T .
V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors

10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN

Medway (01634) 376555
Your local mlu:lut for all aspects of family, property and
husiness law including Wills & Probate, Divoree,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy and Employment.

Contact us or pop in for a competitive guote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www . vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Reflexology
Advanced Qualified Therapist
aR f@arured in .r(em‘ irfc magazine

Elaine Whee!er MAR IR ART
| '\fedway (01634} 379360
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

CLEANER — reliable& punctual
CRB checked. Vast experience
including the Elderly. 01634 261032
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
ete. Phone Shaun on 07795 436140
Leave message if no reply
RUBBISH CLEARED

Cheaper than a skip

No job too small

Call David 07836 585911
Environment Agency Registered
MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service. To find out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons. AD.DIP.CP,
DIP.Hyp.CS.MHS.

TEA DANCES: BALLROOM, Latin
& Sequence. Mon, Wed & Thurs
(some with tuition). Incl Tea &
Biscuits. Rainham & Rochester areas.
Tel 07983 397439 for more info.

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis, sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
ilem‘\ nr LO]T’ID'L[&. hnuses Ruhbl\.h
Professional, reliable, prmnpl

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher, 20+ years
experience. Phone 01634 378199,
TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

SEAMSTRESS. 25+ YEARS’
experience. Alteration of Wedding,
Bridesmaid & Prom dresses. Also
other alterations. Call Inger Phillips
01634 230468 or 07867 974 846

SPARKLES Glitter PARTY .co.uk.
Girls® Pamper Parties 01634 376270

PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420.

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5. Full
valet from £7.50, Call 01634 304648

YOGA /FOOT HEALTH Classes.
Join us to improve posture, health &
wellbeing. Call Evi 01634 317463.
Website www. freed-om.co.uk
RALPH’'S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315707766 980 732

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial ete. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157
for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham I dbnmmr\

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105/ 07866 315 471
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

GET SLIM THIS WINTER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEQ
transferred to DV, We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,
RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.

For free quote Tel 07591 563 114
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
e.rlnde Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

MATHS TUITION to GCSE and
A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years” experience. 01634 234732,
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427
BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 11622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977,
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mohile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
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SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured - Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consullation is fiee.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Chureh, Durham Rd. Sunday services

I Tam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood, 01634 388187

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years' experience,

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member. 01634 365453

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —~Ample car parking.

lI'o book phone 01634 364859,

NEVER MISS AN AF copy date
Download and print the free 2015
Action Forum Year Planner from
www.thenet.uk.net, It shows all the
copy and publication dates for 2015,
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

FREE LISTINGS FOR LOCAL
businesses on www.thenet.uk.net

Click on the “Get Listed™ button on the
front page.

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789 796256

EIDR‘T@@
63@17")@(35 Vear
Round Garden Cane

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RHS Cpalifiad]

ill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202

Timeless “‘Retro
‘Big Band “Dance

TWF ts £10 \rﬂ or 'wo .u E'IE:

CHNCIM

19th December 2014

Dance ﬁand

7:00pm to 10:45pm

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Roofing Repairs/Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Fascias / Soffits / Guttering
Roof Windows/Skylights
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582
AP Services RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR

HKarem
Spooner F
% “/‘i

Apprenticeship served ‘%_V

Fully qualified with
All aspects of decorating undertaken

20 years” experience

Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for QOAPs
Tel: 01634 233813
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

D Bishop & Son

Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars
All types of scrap
metal taken and
Recycled

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

cali
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Gefion Dog Traimng Club
Classes held Wednesdav evenings at

Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES8 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

IGARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

GDAY ey
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
books, DVD’s Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices

Ink Cartridges Now in Stock
Good Local History area of brand new books

MEDWAY 374028 Al profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
A Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
S Hallett’s ¢ Est. 1971 =0
Plumbing & T A r[f ;:
;H Heating (/w;mffm g E‘“}L ROOFING t”i‘
CENTRAL HEATING : :

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898'

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For s astmates wosrore 016 34 375069

Mo Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,
sockets,
fuse boards i" -
& full rewires 10

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors m'“ J—
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering somene 8
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

FREE NO
N CRYSTAL CRANINER
Q CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD g%g?:ﬁgﬁ as er’ng

Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom Tel: 01634 379822 ._\"‘:grf'r
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre ir : s EE
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG Fair Trader oo 07897 498189 o
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystaicurtains co.uk, W: www.crystalcurtains co.uk Free Surveys & Quotes
JIn time of need ...
Funeral Directors @
A private family owned and run business S
® 24 hour Personal Service * Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
* Monumental Masons * Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent ME8 BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES SPW
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