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A replica of the Cross of lona on the island of Tona off the west coast of Scotland was chosen for the
War Memorial in Rainham High Street. The eighteen and a half foot tall cross was unveiled and
dedicated on December 12th 1920 in front of a large crowd who filled the surrounding roads. It was
the last service conducted by the vicar the Rev John Mainwaring Tamplin, who struggled from his
sickbed determined to take the service and died shortly after. Two of the Horse Chestnut trees planted
by the landlord of the White Horse, Mr Adie, had to be removed to make way for the memorial and
the railings were sacrificed to the Second World War metal appeal and have never been replaced.

Robert J. Kitnhey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

Whoever had the idea for the haunting artistic display
entitled *Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red” a mass
of poppies surrounding the Tower of London as a
tribute to those who gave their lives fighting in the
First World War is to be congratulated. A blood red
flower for each life lost really brings home the folly of
the whole disaster. It is such a simple but evocative
sight, well worth a visit it you find yourself in
London. The whole concept is very well thought out,
the ceramic poppies have gradually been *planted’
since August 5th, the first full day of conflict,
encapsulating the four years ol misery into a few short
weeks, as the river crept around the moat. They will
remain there until after the November 11th
Remembrance Services and will then gradually be
removed and posted to those who have purchased
them as a permanent memorial. If all the 888,246
poppies are sold many millions of pounds net profit
will be raised and divided amongst six military
charities including the British Legion. The flowers
were created by ceramic artist Paul Cummins, with
setting by stage designer Tom Piper. A really moving
tribute but already the authorities at the Tower are
wondering how to top this to celebrate the armistice in
four years time. All I can think is a miniature national
flag to represent each life lost but it would not have
the same impact as the ‘river of blood’.

We are indebted to David Wood for contributing a
series of articles containing fascinating information
about people from Rainham who were caught up in
the conflict. The suffering becomes real when local
names and homes are identified. Jonathan Saunders

is also keenly interested in that period and anxious to
trace the heritage of the one unknown name, W.G.
Lockyer. from our War Memorial. If you have any
information to help please do get in touch.

As usual at this time of year our diary is filled with
dates for Christmas Fayres and Sales. Churches,
schools and social groups all work hard throughout the
year preparing treats to be sold in aid of their
particular good cause. The money raised is often used
locally so helping our community. If you are able to
do pick out those in your area and go along to enjoy
the fun and help support the volunteers” efforts. [ am
sure you will be made very welcome.

Only a month to go and Christmas will be very much
on our minds so until then have a very good month,

eet outside if the weather permits to admire the
autumn colours, and we will be with you again in
December.

Correspondence
WWI in RAINHAM
Dear Editor,

Thank you to David Wood for his interesting article
on Rainham in the opening months of WW 1. David
mentions Special Constables and the search for
German spies. One such victim of the constabulary
was Heinrich Sohlar, a pottery worker at Wakeley
Brothers. He was arrested in October 1914 and sent to
an internment camp. His crime, other than being
German, was that when he arrived in Rainham two
years earlier, he had briefly worked as a mechanic at
Otterham Quay. Whilst it is correct for David to say
Tom Anderson was the first Rainham soldier killed in
World War 1, he was not Rainham's first Great
War "killed in action". The first known casualty was
Chief Stoker John Wood (I assume no relation to
David) of HMS Pathfinder, who lived with his wife
and 5 year old son at 99 Station Road. Just before 4
o’clock in the afternoon of 5th September 1914, off St.
Abb’s Head, HMS Pathfinder was sunk by U-21. thus
becoming the first victim of modern submarine
warfare. The widow of John Wood, Caroline,
remarried and left Rainham for Grove Park, which
may explain why his name like several other Rainham
-folk who made the ultimate sacrifice, is not listed on
Rainham’s War Memorial.

Interesting to note that following their move from
Luton (Chatham), the Anderson family were very
much part of Rainham, however Tom himself most
likely never lived in Rainham, having left employment
in Chatham to enlist in 1905.

Moving forward to July 1915, stories of German
atrocities in Belgium had been reported in the British
press. Three boys from Rainham were summoned
before the Children's Court at Sittingbourne for having
punched and kicked another boy so hard he had been
off school for a fortnight. Their defence that they had
been playing at being German's was accepted by the
Magistrate and the case was dismissed!

If"any readers have knowledge of W.G. Lockyer, who
appears on Rainham's War Memorial and the British
Standard Cement Memorial at Riverside Country
Park, I would be interested to hear from them. He
remains the one name that has not been positively
identified on Rainham's War Memorial.

Yours sincerely

Jonathan Saundgrs

jes_ elfewhotmail.com
OASTHOUSE THEATRE

Dear Editor
As winter draws on there is plenty to brighten the dark
evenings at the Oasthouse Theatre on November 7th &
8th, at 8.00pm we present ‘Back to the 50°s™ A revue
performed by The RaTS Revellers,

An evening of nostalgia with a show packed full of

popular music and comedy from the fifties. So put on
your dancing shoes and enjoy an evening with music
from Buddy Holly and The Everly Brothers and
comedy from The Goons and Max Miller!
On November 14th & 15th, at 8pm The Ratlets present
*A Christmas Carol” A musical play.
This traditional story based on the novel by Charles
Dickens is an ideal treat for all the family. Ebenezer
Scrooge is visited by the ghosts of Christmas past,
present and future. Will he change his ways or will he
still shout ‘Bah Humbug’ at the very mention of
Christmas. Come along and find out {or yourself!
Box Office for both performances is 0844 8793224 or
on-line www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
In May 2015 I will be directing a play at the
Oasthouse Theatre, ‘Lilies on the Land’ by Lions Part.
This moving play is based on 150 letters and
interviews with original Land Girls from the period
and the play provides a revealing, tunny and
wonderfully moving portrait of some of Britain’s
pluckiest unsung heroes,
I would be interested to hear from any readers who
were Land Girls during World War Two. It would be
interesting to hear their stories and perhaps they could
come along to the theatre and share their experiences
as this will help the actresses who are taking part in
the play to give a more realistic portrayal of what it
was like being a Land Girl. If you are able to help then
please get in touch either via e-mail at
deanjcaston@gmail.com or call 01634 374183,
Yours sincerely
Dean Caston
Public Relations Manager
THE WIGMORE LECTURES
Wigmore Library, Fairview Avenue
Tickets £3.75, Booking 01634 337799
Wednesday 19th November, 8.00pm
Dr Ann Kneif - The History of Kentish Seaside
Resorts Until the First World War
The therapeutic value of seawater was known in Tudor
times and by the early years of the 18th century the
wealthy were drawn to a few small towns around the
English coasts. This was the beginning of the seaside
resort. It was not until the Bank Holiday Act of 1871
that the seaside became easily accessible to the
working classes. The talk looks at how people
travelled. accommodation, bathing (and especially the
use of bathing machines), beach occupations as well
as seaside entertainments.

SALMON WINDOWS
Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

_ Energy efficient 'A’ rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced |FEN5A|

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Hands in Gillingham is a Medway based Charity
providing services for those who teel socially isolated
and need support to help them be part of their wider
community. We are currently looking for volunteers
for our one to one Community Befriending, Gardening
and Transport Services.

For any further information please get in touch with us
on 01634 577984 or email

enquiries( gillinghamvolunteercentre.com
NEWINGTON CONCERT PARTY

We are looking for somebody to join us who is willing
to act as stagehand when we present our annual show
at Newington and Sheppey. You will be responsible
for pulling curtains, changing scenery. props, possibly
sound and lighting, and generally helping out where
needed. You will be made very welcome. If interested
please call our Chairman Derek Friday 01795 873056

BROMPTON HISTORY RESEARCH GROUP
Historic Dockyard No.1 Smithery. Holl Room
Thursday 27th November. 7.00pm

Talk: Valour, Loss & Sacrifice

The talk by Pam Wood is a personal view, relating to
the sinking of HMS’s Hogue, Cressy and Aboukir by
the German submarine U9 on the 22nd September
1914 and the effect that it had on the people of
Medway, also touching on the 26th November 1914
when there was an explosion that shook the area,
physically and emotionally, with the news that HMS
Bulwark had blown up. Tickets £3, Booking essential,
01634 351834 or email witch2 [ @blueyonder.co.uk

SILVER SURFERS

I'ree “Silver Surfers” beginners 1T courses at Rainham
School for Girls, next year on Wednesdays 14th, 21st,
28th January and 4th & 11th February from 3.15pm —
4.15pm. Either complete beginners, or just a bit
‘rusty”. Help from our students. Computers available
or bring your own. Contact Mrs Moon 01634 362746
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Take Care
...supporting your independence
DO YOU NEED A GOOD OLD FASHIONED

HOME HELP SERVICE?
Ho_usework—Laundry-—Shopping-—Accompany to

Family run independent company —
' For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 36388107973 860369

SUNONWN DWWS L0

Fair Trader |

Apr Companionship—Gardener/ Handyman
Our Community Assistants are carefully matched to you
CRB checked, fully i d and ref d

Nami, d for Pride in Medway Award 01634 316821




Diary 2014

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
affwthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 25th November

November Ist — 29th - Art Exhibition, Paintings by Local
Artists, Clive Bass, John Gilson & Ron Wiseman,
Rainham Library, Birling Avenue

November st -~ St Margaret's Bazaar, 10.00am — 2.30pm,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, 50p, 01795 475907

November 1st - Centenary Celebratory Concert, Kentish
Players, 7.30pm, Central Theatre, Chatham, Tickets
£15 (£12 Concessions) from 01634 338338

November 1st - Hempstead Table-Top Boot Fair, Village
Hall, 11.00am - 3.00pm, contact 01634 377177

November Ist—Upchurch Fireworks, gates open 53.30pm
Westmoor Farm, A2, Rainham, Adults £7, under 16 £5,
Family ticket £20 pay at the gate -correct money please.

November 1st - Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 — 10pm, new and experienced dancers welcome,
with or without a partner, call 01634 366189 or 388546

November 2nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, [0am,
meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 Shipbourne, The
Common, Upper Green Road TN11 9PE, 5 mile
moderate walk, No toilets at start, No dogs

MNovember 3rd — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, 8.00pm, *Wild & West’, talk by Chris
Wade, New members welcome, £2 per visit includes
refreshments, details Sue 01634 230639,

November 4th - Every Tuesday 7.30pm & Wednesday 10
-11.30am Reiki and energy healing is freely given.
Donations welcome The Centre, next to Travelodge,
M2 Services, Farthing Corner, Rainham MES 8PQ

November 4th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Adam was a

November 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Mike, car park Wingham High Street, C'T3 [BN for 7
mile Four Watermills walk Bring picnic , Pubs at end.

November 6th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Bon Marche
Fashions & Barnardo’s Sale, Village Hall | 2 4.00pm.
01634 366907 New members always welcome

November 6th - Wigmore Thursday Club, The Trouble
with Trevor, Ley Liberson, St Matthew’s Community
Centre, 2pm, for over 50s, ring 01634 235507

November 7th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday 9.45am -
12noon to help people who have lost a loved one, join
us for a cuppa and chat, details Julic 01634 364309

November 7th - Lower Halstow Games Atternoon,
Memorial Hall, 2.00 — 4.00pm, all welcome, £1.50 a
visit, play games or have a chat.

November 7th - every first Sunday o’ month Service with
Guest Mediums, Entrance £1.50, raffle £1, 6.30 -
8.30pm, The Centre, next to Travelodge, M2 Services,
Farthing Corner, Rainham MES 8PQ

November 7th & &th - Oasthouse Theatre, Back to the
50°s” A revue performed by The Ra'TS Revellers, 8pm.
Box Office 08448 793224 www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

Navember 8th - Christmas Craft Fair, St. Margaret's
Church, Lower Halstow, 1.00 - 3.00pm, Refreshments
available, crafts, gifts and home baking, Edith May'
barge Winter Tea Room open10.00am — 4.00pm.

November 8th - Winter Wonderland, St Matthew's
Church, Wigmore, 11.00am - 3.00pm Visit Father
Christmas, Mulled wine, hot dogs and mince pies,
Lntrance 50p - Children free

November 8th - Annual Cralt Fair, Rainham Evening WI,
10.30am - 2.30pm, Millennium Centre, Good selection
of tables, Refreshments, Admission 30p

November $th - Barnardo’s Charity Quiz Night, 7.30pm,
Twydall Church Hall, Teams of up to 8 - £5 pp, Bring
own drinks and nibbles, Free Tea, Cotfee and Biscuits,
Festive Raffle, ring 01634 233405 or 01634 375486

cardener, the Church and gardens - William Butcher,
New members welcome, ring 366276 lor details.
November 4th — Floral Art Group United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30 —
9.00pm, *Guy Fawkes', contact Kaye 01634 232998,
November 5th — Twydall Community Friendship Group,
Holy Trinity Church Hall, 1.30 — 3.30pm Cuppa and
biscuits - £1, Twydall Quiz, details 01634 577984 or

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers
One Day Courses in 2015
Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk
Tuesday March 10th 2015 - Beginners

email community(@ gillinghamvolunteercentre.com

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator.

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg, 206985

Gias salety checks
Landlord certilicat
Service, repair an
mstallation ol gas

clectrie cookers.

A.C. Domestics

heating, botlers, lires, gas and

01622 730960 / 07799887754

Wednesday March 11th 2015 - Improvers

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
« PVC FASCIA /| SOFITS
» FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquines@al-rocfing-services co.uk

s,
d

central
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November 8th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, 8.00 - 11.00pm, for Ballroom
Latin - Sequence Dancing, details 01634 363738
s.collins02{ btinternet.com

November 9th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Graham 07989 753278, Wateringbury public car park
off Bow Road near the traffic li‘_‘hl‘s for 10.05 bus to
Tonbridge METS 5DD 10 mile perfect walk for those
who hate hills. Bring picnic lunch,. Pub at end.

November 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Patricia Daniels 07960 295164, Wye
High Street car park opposite the Church TN25 5ES, 7
mile moderate walk around Crundale, Memorial Crown
undulating to hilly may be muddy, dogs allowed

November 10th — Monday Hub, St Paul’s Church,
Parkwood, 10.00am — 12.30pm, light refreshments,
conversation, games, All welcome, ring 01634 230780

November 10th — Medway Scrabble Club, St ‘stuplun_\.
Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alt Mondays 2

4.30pm, new members welcome, 01634 230500

November 10th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd
Monday evening each month to help people still in
employment who have lost a loved one, join us for a
cuppa and chat ring Julic 01634 364309 for details

November 10th - Medway Organ Club Concert,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, Organist -
Michael Wooldridge ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

November 10th — Rainham Wives, ‘History of Royal
Variety Performance’, talk by Dean Caston, (3rd Nov).

November [ 1th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way ., "A Year in the Lile of a
Beckeeper — Talk by Terry Clare, 01634 852519,

November 1 1th - Medway a’\nuqm and Collectors' Club,
History ol Bricks and Brickworks — Richard Filmer, St
George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 8.00pm visitors
welcome medwayantiquespublicity | @ virginmedia.com

November 12th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8pm, Dotty Diva - Michelle
ete, for details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

November 12th — Bredhurst W, 7.30pm Village Hall,
Gilly Roper - Bradbourne Group Riding for the
Disabled, visitors welcome, For details 01634 389966

November 12th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm
Upchurch Village Hall, Demonstration “The ‘I’
Factor’ Trish Bashford 01795 472973 or 01634 863034

November 13th- Wigmore Thursday Club, Kingfisher
Singers, (sce 6th Nov).

November 13th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, tea
and chat (see 6th Nov).

November 13th - Medway Inter Faith Action, Medway
Council Meeting Room, Gun Whart, Dock Road,
Chatham, 7.30pm all welcome, ring Hugh Hawkins
01634 843307 or email julihugh@tiscali.co.uk

November 13th - Donn Barcott Band, 44Two Sports and
Social Club, Featherby Road, Gillingham, 8.30
11.00pm, Admission £6, Details 01634 405037

November 14th - UpARA Monthly Meeting, Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome, details email Chairman David
Powell davidrpowell5@ hotmail.co.uk

November 14th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Road Primary School, Gillingham,
7.15pm. *Celebration of Christmas’ - Anne Carter,
Visitors welcome for a small charge, details Ron Baker
01634 854982 email r.baker] 234 btinternet.com

November 14th & 15th - A Christmas Carol’, a musical
play by The Ratlets, Oasthouse Theatre, 8.00pm. Box
Office 0844 8793224 or www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

November 15th, Rainham South Councillors surgery at
Parkwood Community Centre 9.30am - 12noon. no
appointment necessary.

November 15th - Grand Christmas Craft Market,
Millennium Centre, Rainham. 9.00am -12.30pm, 25
quality stalls and refreshments. Free entry, Contact
Tony Andrews 01634 371941,

November 15th - Race Night, St Matthews Church Hall,
Drewery Drive, 7.00pm, 25 Parkwood Sqn ATC,
Tickets £5 pp All proceeds for Air Cadets. For details
ring 01634 328888 or 01634 388713

November 15th - Medway Folk Dance Club (see 1st Nov)

November 16th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Frank/Mim, Upchurch Golf € lub., Oak Lane ME9 7BB
for 5 mile pleasant circular walk

November 16th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet David Brown 01634 373833, Grove
Ferry pay & display car park CT3 4BP, 5 mile casy
circular walk, generally flat but may be muddy.

November 17th — Rainham Evening W1, 7.30pm,
Millennium Centre, Mr [an Porter *Suffragettes’
Competition — Gren/Purple/White, ring 01634 262577
for details.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

e TV Acrials/Freesat
Systems Installed
o Extra TV/SKY Points
e TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances set up

call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582
AP SERVICES RAINHAM

F;'iendiy
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
f ousstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats only.
4 completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation, FAB accredited care
provided.
[viewings welcomed by appointment.

service

Contact: Nichols

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email; info@whiskerslodge.com
Weh: www. whiskerslodge.com)




| A | D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

- Accounts
4 Bloors Lane. Rainham.

kent MER TEG
Tel: 01634 375222
Fax: 01634 371318
E Mail: admina jadaccountants.co.uk

Tax
Book-keeping

.
= Payroll
= Auwdit
.

www. jadaceountants.co.uk Associated Services

Qudified technicion. References ovailable

DOITAU tome improvementshandyman

Bathrooms » Clackrooms e Kitchens  Tiling » Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring  Lighting ® Blinds
Small jobs welcome!
Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG Y2
BRYANT IS
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
[ NZT:T@l AT RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com safe

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts "

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REFPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.]J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 15 years

Nen surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexclogy—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

<. Bookings Only ........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with.
Bowen Therapy, NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk

0

Rainham Soldiers World War 1 Experiences in
1914-1915
Of the soldiers from Rainham who joined up to fight
for King and country some wrote letters home
describing their experiences or were reported in local
newspapers. With the war in full swing by the end of
1914, a December edition of the Last Kent Gazette
reported that Private Arthur Gore of the Royal West
Surrey Regiment had returned home to 45 Ivy Street
to recover from wounds sustained at the Battle of
Ypres. The 21 year old had fought in trenches only
fifteen yards from German positions and got shot in
the head during heavy fighting. As he fell back
another bullet struck him in the eye and he lay
unconscious for five hours until he came around and
managed to walk to a village about half a mile away
where he received treatment. He was then sent to
hospital in Le Havre where his damaged eye was
removed then to the Royal Eye Hospital in
Manchester for another operation before going home
to [vy Street to recover.
(To be continued next month)  David Wood
WINTER WONDERLAND
St Matthew's Church, Wigmore
Saturday 8th November, 11.00am - 3.00pm
Visit Father Christmas in his alpine grotto. An early
Christmas event for the family. 50p - Children free
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR
St. Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow
Saturday 8th November, 1.00 — 3.00pm.
Refreshments, crafts, gifts and home baking,
Winter Tea Room aboard the "Edith May' Sailing
barge is open 10.00am — 4.00pm.
GRAND CHRISTMAS CRAFT MARKET
Saturday 15th November, 9.00am -12.30pm
The Millennium Centre, More than 25 quality stalls
and refreshments, Free entry, supporting St
Margaret’s Church and other Charities
Contact Tony Andrews 01634 371941,

[ 4 " Neat Feet f -’

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:

01634 322591

CHRISTMAS FAIR
Upchurch Darby & Joan Club
Wednesday 19th November, 10.00am
Upchurch Village Hall Various Stalls &
Refreshments, All Welcome, No Entrance fee
CHRISTMAS FETE
Bredhurst Cats Adoption Centre
Matts Hill Road, ME9 7XA
Saturday 22nd November, 11.00am — 2.00pm
In our new Heated and Floored Marguees
Hot and cold refreshments, stalls, and much more.
Visit our wonderful cats. Carol 07973 677390
HEMPSTEAD CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Hempstead Village Fayre Committee in association
with All Saints' Church - Free Entry
Saturday, 22nd November, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Come and greet Father Christmas and his EIf at
11.30am, refreshments, Christmas stalls, Raffle.
LOWER HALSTOW BAZAAR
On Saturday November 22nd at [ lo'clock * The
Snow Queen' will arrive on her faithful stead Bambi
1o open the Memorial Halls Christmas Bazaar.
CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND GIFT FAIR
in aid of Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital
Saturday 29th November, 9.30am - 2.30pm
Rainham School for Girls Stalls available £15, for
further details contact Paula 01634 373450
or Stacey 07897 007979 Free entry, all welcome.
ST PETER'S CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Saturday December 6th, 2.00 — 4.00pm
Bredhurst Village Hall Father Christmas, children's
activities. Entrance S0p, children free.
CAROL CONCERT Union of Catholic Mothers
Saturday 6th December, 7.45pm
St Augustine’s Church, Deanwood Drive, Parkwood,
Rainham. All proceeds for Lung Cancer Support
Groups. Tickets 01634 371897 or 01634 362896.

12 noon

Sam Collins

Painting Services
Affordable-High Quality
Interior/Exterior painting

For a free quote
Tel: 07872 925412

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

ST
>

=
ASTERALARMS @

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS :

Alarms—CCTV—-Access Control
Fair Trader

www.masteralarms.com
mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR OCTOBER

This month’s Notes are about two bird watching trips |
took recently on the motor vessel Julie Sue around the
islands of marshland of the Medway Estuary to the
north of Upchurch and Lower Halstow. The first was
in late September, sailing from Otterham Quay. The
trip had to take place at high tide and, consequently,
the mud flats of the estuary were covered in water and
the waders and other birds that feed there were resting
on dry land and out of the cold North wind that was
blowing. The birds were mainly at rest in the shelter of
both man - made sea walls and the naturally occurring
mud banks of the islands of marshland. Fortunately for
us, the resting waders were easily viewed; they were
lined up for us and were not scared off by a slow
maoving boat that kept its distance. We saw good
numbers of waders, including, redshank, lapwing.
curlew. ringed plover, grey plover, both species of
godwit and dunlin. We also noted other, more hardy
birds that were sitting out the high tide, in the
sunshine, in the open and facing into the wind. There
were hundreds of avocets on a long, narrow mud bar
and a number of cormorants and turnstones perched on
abandoned barges. Turnstones can be seen scavenging
for sand hoppers along the tide line at Seasalter and
also on the quayside at Whitstable looking for any
discarded remains of sea food.

Once we were out of the shelter of Otterham Creek
and into the main channel of the Medway the wind
would occasionally blow a spray of sea water into the
open boat. We spotted the ochre coloured sails of the
Thames sailing barge Cambria. which was launched at
Greenhithe in 1906. It was tacking across Long Reach
as it attempted to make headway against the North
wind. As we sailed by the islands of marshland we
could see the sea walls that were breached by high
tides a little over a hundred years ago; these breaches
brought to an end hundreds of years of agriculture on
fresh water marshland that has since reverted to salt
marshes. They have now been left to the birdwatchers
and the wildfowlers. As usual, at lunch time, Ray
Wade, the owner and skipper of the Julie Sue,
provided hot tea and, as a supplement to our

sandwiches, a generous helping of hot bread pudding.
The latter is just the food to satisfy an appetite brought
on by the sea air and the cold wind. Ray is ex Royal
Navy, lives in Rainham and also takes out anglers.

He can be contacted, after 7pm in the evening, on
233957. On the way back to Otterham Quay we came
across a number of low flying swallows. | am always
delighted at the sight of these birds, but when they are
migrating, that elation is tinged with some sadness.
Our trip in early October was from Gillingham Pier.,
We were lucky to have another sunny day but no
wind, just a gentle breeze. By the time we reached the
island of marshland to the north of Upchurch and
Lower Halstow, the tide had dropped and areas of
mudflat were exposed. The mud is a rich source of
food for waders and other birds, which feed on
lugworms and rag worms; molluscs such as cockles
and marine snails; and crustaceans such as shrimps
and crabs. We saw much the same species of waders
as on our previous trip, but in greater numbers, as a
result of the better weather and the low tide. Large
number of waders and other birds attract raptors and
we witnessed two scenes showing nature red in tooth
and claw. We spotted a peregrine falcon carrying a
teal, a small duck, as it alighted on the derelict Bess
Ness Jetty. Peregrines are often seen on natural history
television programmes, nesting on urban buildings and
feeding largely on pigeons. The second scene featured
a storm petrel which is a tiny, sooty-black seabird.
This particular bird had presumably spent the breeding
season on the west coast of Britain or around the coast
of Ireland and was intending to migrate to seas off
western or southern Africa. It had clearly lost its way
and was exhausted. As we left the spot, a marsh
harrier (which normally preys on rabbits and other
small mammals) was circling around the storm petrel
which was, [ am afraid. doomed.

The River Medway supports a wide range of fish
species such as herring, bass, grey mullet and
Mounder. The estuary also provides a habitat in which
small fish like gobies and young fish of herring. for
example, find shelter and food. We saw much
evidence, during our trip, of the bounty of the river,
Black headed gulls were feeding on small fish forced
to the surface by schools of bass which were pursuing

Boarding

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

141l Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.AP. Discounts

ISo call today for a great deal, peace of
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
?\r‘lobile: 07775 423744

[MEDWAY PLUMBING
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Fair Trader

Cattery

Owner FAB trained

Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate

up to four cats frem the same household

Wiewing welcome, by appaintment anly please
www.catnapbredhurst co.uk

them. Little egrets were picking off small fish which
the incoming tide was bringing into the shallows,
Great crested grebes and little grebes (dabchicks) were
diving for fish large and small. Hundreds of well fed
cormorants were resting and drying their wings on
Bess Ness Jetty. Finally, we came across twelve
rotund grey seals hauled out of the water onto the high
mud banks lining Damhead Creek, which leads to
Kingsnorth Power Station. From their vantage point
the seals could see humans approaching but they were
fairly relaxed about a passing boat. They would have
been feeding, in the creek, on grey mullet. Because of
the state of the tide, we arrived back at Gillingham
Pier somewhat late in the day, just after a glorious
sunset above Chatham Dockyard. Flocks of curlew
and Brent geese, among other birds that had been
feeding on the estuary, were flying low over the water
towards their roosts on Nor Marsh. Black headed gulls
that had been feeding on the fields of the North Downs
or the Hoo Peninsula were flying higher in the sky,
many in V formation. It was the end of another
enjoyable trip on the Julie Sue.

Joe Ennis

UPCHURCH FAMILY FIREWORKS

The Upchurch Fireworks has a history of raising
money for local clubs and charities for over 30 years
and Upchurch Scouts took over its organisation in
1996 when the previous village committee stepped
down. Since then, its aim has been to raise funds for
the Scout Group.

For many years it was held in The Paddock in the
centre of the village but a requirement for a larger
safety zone ruled this out in 2005, when we moved to
the present site at Westmoor Farm, Rainham. As this
site is on the main A2, it is highly visible with good on
-site parking facilities and it has raised our profile and
attendance considerably. We now expect an
attendance of about 4,000 people for this event but are
always aiming for more. We estimate our present
capacity to be about 6,000 under our current layout but
re-organisation could raise that.

Safety is of major importance at an event like this and
we use a professional company for the supply and
firing of the Category 4 fireworks. Also, with so many
people on a site of this size at night, the provision of
power and lighting is clearly paramount. We use some
small generators around the site for more remote
lighting requirements but we also need a sizcable

supply for the main viewing and stalls area. We have
power distribution for the main site but need a
generator to drive it. For the last 3 years, MEMS have
been kind enough to provide one FOC, with a 125A
socket outlet. We simply plug our system into that.

To assist us in our efforts, we are always looking for
sponsorship from local businesses and suppliers. In
response to such help (be it in cash or kind), we offer
all our sponsors advertising: on our website, by means
of banners on site, over the PA system during the
event and would certainly like to do this for you.
Complementary tickets are also available it you would
like to have a look on the day. If you know of some
other way we could assist in publicising your support,
we would be pleased to hear it. Do look at our
website (www.upchurchfireworks.co.uk) to see more
details of our operation.

Obviously, the profitability of the event is weather
dependent. The weather was bad in 2008 when we
fired for about 250 people and made a major loss. In
2011, again the forecast was poor but we managed to
cancel the event in sufficient time to control most of
our losses. Nevertheless, when conditions are right,
the benefits outweigh the occasional loss.

The display supports the running of Upchurch Scout
Group. We have a good brick-built hall which
replaced a 30+ year old rotten timber hut in the 1990°s
and the Fireworks have been an integral part of the
funding for both its construction and maintenance,
Sections of Scouts, Girl Guides and Church Lads
Brigade meet in the hall regularly, with a combined
membership in excess of 100 youngsters.

In the last year, we had to replace the hall gas heater at
short notice when it failed in the middle of the winter.
This year, we spent about £1,500 on tents and a gas
urn for camps, and the financial ability to readily
replace the fridge-freezer when it failed was
reassuring. We also ensure we have a direct effect on
the children by supporting various camps and outings.
Plans for the future include the refurbishment of the
Kitchen and improved storage facilities.

In essence, the money raised by Fireworks Night
enables the Group to continue to operate in a planned
and stable manner, to the benefit of the many children
who attend the various sections. The security given by
Fireworks Night enables us to plan for the future ina
positive manner. (Saturday 1st November, gates open
5.30pm., Adult £7, ul6 £5, Family £20 pay at the gate)

» TREE MANAGEMENT

. CHIPI?ING

Calame M LINDSA

= M

frewoos & COMPANY

TREE SURGEONS
TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services h s
HELP is on its way
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
sife POWER FLUSHING
" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210

Reg No.
6629
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIREL Monday 1o Saturday Tam 1o 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey oip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 26 years experience within Financial Services,

| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,

Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www theresaelsey.co.uk

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY + DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kitchen Solutions

“The kitchen you always wanted at the price you want to pay”!
Complete Kitchens for vou, at Trade Prices, supplied & fitted.

! We can provide fitted worktops only or a fitting only service.

Mobile: 07964 798 139

D,/ Builders &
/1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
* Member of Gas Safety Register
= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
+ Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

No job too small

Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
FXTENSIONS LOFD
CONVERSIHONS

GENERAL CONMMERCIAL
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCL

City & Guilds / Tnstitute of Carpenters
TOPQUALITY AT COMPETHTINVE
RATES

MR ARCHER — Tel: 01634 389604
Muobile 07961 839328

'Window Fix Direct|
Do you have windows
or doors that.....

Don't open or close properly?
Have condensation inside the unit?
Are draughty when closed?
Conservatory roof leak?

01634 789025 / 07950 761061

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

« Local Family Business
= Personal service in the
comfort of your home
+ Free demonstrations

= After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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Diary 2014

November 17th — Rainham Wives, *A Dickens of a
Christmas” musical talk by Mick lynn, (see 3rd Nov),

November 18th - Coffee Morning & Sale, Macklands
House, Station Road, Rainham in aid of Coeliac
disease, 10.00am - 2.00pm, Lots of bargains

November |8th — Floral Art Group *Remembrance’, (see
4th Now).

November [8th - RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -
9.45pm £3. Travels to Shetland in search of phalaropes
- Adam Rowlands. www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

November 19th — Twydall Community
£2, Church Hall, 12.30 - 2.30pm, (see 5th Nov).

November 19th - Hempstead Active Retirement
Association (HempstARA), Scout Hall, Duke's
Meadow Drive, 2.00pm

November [9th - Bredhurst Garden Club 7.30pm, Vill
Hall, illustrated talk Ms Diana Lawrence “The RNLI’,
new members welcome ring 233554 for details.

November 19th - The Wigmore Lectures, Wigmore
Library, Fairview Avenue, Tickets £3.75, Booking
01634 337799, 8.00pm, Dr Ann Kneif - The History of
Kentish Seaside Resorts until the First World War

November 20th - Hempstead Leisure Club Royal Visits to

Kent part 2 - Colin Breed, (see 6th Nov).

November 20th - Wigmore Thursday Club. A Calendar of

Flowers, Christine Pope, (see 6th Nov).
November 20th - Rainham Women's Institute, Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, 1.45 - 4.00pm,

Speaker on "ACWW", Visitors welcome for small entry

charge per visit, ring 01634 366276 for details.

November 21st - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club,
Darland Avenue, Gillingham, 8.30pm, Brandon Allen/
Quintin Collins Quintet, Admission £10, enguiries
01634 365352 or 07544 312743

November 22nd - RAMASES, 2.30pm, Newington
Village Hall, Wine and Wisdom, Members £6, Guests
£8 at the door. ramasesnki@hotmail.com 01793 472316

November 22nd

Friendship Lunch,

November 24th
November 24th
Navember 24th — Rainham Wives, local Calendar for

November 27th

Lower Halstow Christmas Bazaar,
11o'clock ' The Snow Queen' arrives on Bambi.

November 22nd - Christmas Fete, Bredhurst Cats

Adoption Centre, Matts Hill Road, ME9 7XA, 11.00am
2.00pm, In new Heated and Floored Marquees, Hot
and cold refreshments, Contact Carol 07973 677390

November 22nd - Hempstead Christmas Fayre, Village

Hall and Church, 11.30am - 3.30pm, Father Christmas
arrives 11.30am, Free Entry.

November 22nd - City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra

Concert, 7.30pm., Central Theatre, Chatham, Tickets
from £10 (Adults) £1 (Under 18yrs) Box office 01634
338338 www.medwayticketslive.co.uk

November 23rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

10.00am, meet John Trebill 01634 244045, East
Peckham behind Methodist Church oftf Pound Road GR
667485 ITN12 S5AU. 5 mile easy walk. No dogs

November 23rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet

Graham 07989 753278, front of Brenchley Church,
TNI12 7NL for 6 mile walk, fairly fat, some stiles.

98¢ November 23rd - Christmas Craft and Food Fair, 11.00am

4.00pm, Newington Village Hall, ME9 711, to book a
stall, or details Katie (01795 844949 or 07871 934848,

November 23rd - Arts & Crafts Christmas Fayre, Howard

Memorial Hall, Wigmore, 10.30am to 3.00pm, Free
Monday Hub, (see 10th Nav).
Medway Scrabble Club, (see 10th Nov).

charity presented by Pam Penfold, (see 3rd Nov).
ovember 25th — UpARA, Coffee Morning. Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome, davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

November 26th - Festive Meeting, Gillingham

Horticultural Society, United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road. Gillingham, 7.30pm, Presentation
Autumn Show Trophies by Deputy Mayor. Members
£2, Visitors £3, details 01634 852519

Rainham Community Friendship
Group, St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, 1.30

3.30pm Cuppa and biscuits £1, Local History talk,
details Lance at Hands in Gillingham 01634 577984 or
email communitvied gillinghamvolunteercentre.com

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

FMB! HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore, ' Trater

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

Q

SLA

Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

" 01634 372411
"“‘E“Eﬁ 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS

Security Installation
and Maintenance

« CCTV & Intruder Alarms

= Fire Alarms

= Access Control

» Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711082415

Total Security Services

DOMESTIC /\
Domestic Installer
KITCHEN

ANDY SHEPHERD DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

" Kitchens
e Bedrooms Fair Trader
Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

e Call for a free quote.

(9 Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
0 01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Website: www.linwoodhe.com LinWOOd

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics

Mobile: 079 0550 7338 SalL phee

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

PAMPERED AND POLISHED

Gellux Manicures IBX Nail Repair Pedicures

Waxing Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting Facials

Mandy 01634 370697 / 07849 276057
10 years qualified - Wigmore based

Diary 2014

November 27th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service
followed by a Singalong, (see 6th Nov).

November 27th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games tea
and chat (see 6th Nov).

November 27th — Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,
7.30pm, ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

November 28th - Deanwood Primary School Christmas
Fayre, 3.15 - 5.30pm Entrance Adults 50p, Children
30p, Pre School - Free, stalls t.kington{@btinternet.com

November 28th — Medway Geographical Society, Byron
Road School, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm *Geology,
Landscapes and Natural History of Hawaii® — Mrs
Vicky Golding. All welcome, contact 01634 632683,

November 29th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438, 7 mile
moderate London Bridges Walk, No dogs

November 29th - Christmas Craft and Gift Fair for Great
Ormond Street Children's Hospital, Rainham School for
Girls, 9.30am - 2.30pm. Stalls available, £15. details
Paula 01634 373450 or Stacey 07897 007979, Free

November 29th - Trend *N” Blend, Rainham Flower Club,

Christmas Floral Art, 2pm, Newington Village Hall,
Tickets £10 Ring 01795 472073 or 01634 863034

November 29th - Hartlip Church Christmas Fair, Village
Hall, 2.00 - 5.00pm

November 29th - Hempstead Carol Service & Lighting of
the Christmas Tree, 6.30pm, shops in Hempstead Road,
all welcome, collecting toiletries for Medway Hospital.

November 29th - Medway Folk Dance Club, ( Ist Nov).

November 30th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am
meet Geoff 07525 161766, free public car park in
Lower Upnor ME2 4XB for 5 mile walk with a steepish
climb, Pub at end with lunches available

November 30th - Traditional Christmas Craft Fayre,
Meredale Independent Primary School, Solomon Road,
Rainham, 12noon — 3.00pm, for stalls 01634 231405

November 30th - Traditional Christmas Market,
Bredhurst, 1.00 - 6.00pm, Green Court Garden, The

Street., Bredhurst ME7 31Y, Admission £1, Children
Free, details Jo Grant 07549 634090 or Vanessa Jones
07813 785940 or email bwagf@vanessajones.plus.com

December 4th - BWAG, Christmas Carol Concert,
7.30pm, St Peter’s Church, & Green Court, The Street,
Bredhurst ME7 3JY. Tickets - £7 pp. ul6s free (07813
785940 or email bwag( vanessajones.plus.com

December 5th - Christmas Fayre, Holywell Primary
School, Forge Lane, Upchurch 2.00 - 4.30pm.

December 5th 7.30pm, & 6th 2.00pm - Worzel
Gummidge Pantomime" A slice of cake and a cup of
tea" The Centre, next to Travelodge, M2 Services,
Tickets £7 adults £5 children, 01634 361117.

December 6th - St Peter's Christmas Fayre, Bredhurst
Village Hall 2.00 - 4.00pm. 50p, children free.

December 6th - Union of Catholic Mothers, Carol
Concert 7.45pm, St Augustine’s Church, Parkwood,
Tickets 01634 3718970r 11634 362896.

December 6th - Christmas Wine and Wisdom St
Matthew's Drewery Drive, Wigmore. 7.30pm Tickets
£5 pp, Tables 6 to 8. Details 01634 370492,

December 8th & 9th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa
Sleigh Run, Hempstead, 6.00 — 8.15pm.

December 10th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Fairview, 6.00 — 8.15pm.

December 11th & 12th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa
Sleigh Run, Parkwood, 6.00 — 8.15pm.

December 12th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society “Village Signs & Their History™ - Avis Harms,
(see 14th Nov).

December 13th - Carol Concert, Rainham Ladies with the
UK Paper Band, Royal Dockyard Church, Chatham
MLE4 4TE, 7.30pm, Raflle and refreshments, in aid of
the Millie Moo Foundation, Tickets £7 adults, £3 under
12, 01634 370797 or 613715 or email
secretary(@rainhamladieschoir.org.uk.

December 13th - Jingle Those Bells', Wigmore MADS
Christmas Concert 8.00pm, St Matthew's Community
Centre. Wigmore, carols and songs, new and old.
Tickets £6 & £5 concessions, Sue 01634 370639

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 8§33 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

Creentd
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Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

LOYD LANDSCAPES

Free Quotations
Are you ashamed of your garden?
Are you sick of your Sycamore?
Complete Garden Clearance / Difficult Weeds

Tree Work / Hedge Trimming / Artificial Grass / Fencing
Decking / Paving / Ground Work / Spraying
Free Estimates - Licensed Waste Carnier
Tel: 07842 155418
loydlandscapes@yahoo.com

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Fatios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made fo measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small

Prompt and Reliable Servicel
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V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

Reflexology

Advanced Qualified Therapist

| as featured in Kent Life magazine
I stic D ea facials

Waxing sj t

| Elaine Whee.%er.'_'..'.:\ IR ART
Medway (01634) 379360
www.bodytalktherapies.co.uk



Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
RUBBISH CLEARED

Cheaper than a skip

No job too small

Call David 07836 585911
Environment Agency Registered
MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service, To find out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons. AD.DIP.CP,
DIP Hyp.CS.MHS.

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
TEA DANCES: BALLROOM, Latin
& Sequence. Mon, Wed & Thurs
(some with tuition). Incl Tea &
Biscuits. Rainham & Rochester areas.
Tel 07983 397439 for more info.
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots Tefilled,

C hllkﬂ[(\ 34 372844/ 0796 3842 503

Cé&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis,sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
ilems or complete houses, Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too smalLKCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.

SCOUT HUT, WIGMORE, available
for daytime hire, £12 per hour, Call
Jim Mayes 01634-388126

DAVE BISHOP RECYCLING
Licensed Waste Carrier. All of your
scrap metal taken free of charge. Any
quantities from large to small.

Call Dave on 07836 585911,

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 016° 34
924217 or 07818 636 733

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher, 20+ years’
experience, Phone (1634 378199,
TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

SEAMSTRESS. 25+ YEARS®
experience. Alteration of Wedding,
Bridesmaid & Prom dresses. Also
other alterations. Call Inger Phillips
01634 230468 or 07867 974 846
NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
SPARKLES Glitter PARTY.co.uk.
Girls® Pamper Parties 01634 376270
PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transtormed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420.

ANDREW’'S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £35. Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648
YOGA / FOOT HEALTH Classes,
Join us to improve posture, health &
wellbeing. Call Evi 01634 317463,
Website www.freed-om.co.uk
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips., seams elc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/07766 980 732

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial ete. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 203 745
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefterys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate,

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small,
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

lel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105/ 07866 315 471

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting,

No fix, no fee,

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

GET SLIM THIS AUTUMN
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053,
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to \LI]dIITL your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on' 07905 440433

RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.
For free quote Tel 07591 563 114
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beainners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutling, h;d-‘L cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, du.kmu. design & build available.
11634 364985 07930 183466,

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy 1o learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons, Graham 01634 260281

RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
arinding, }Iuls,c{ utting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding, Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

MATHS TUITION to GCSE and
A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years” experience. 01634 234732,
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

MAN & VAN at competitive rates,
www. vanworker.co.uk, 01634 365427

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.
DENTURE RE I'AIRS.

Same day service by r
technician. Home collect iun &
delivery included. 01634 387824

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured - Police
checked, local colleetion & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

(1634 302631,

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retumns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

Jjust give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is fiee,
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I'Tam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and \1:l|l|l
work please see our website ;
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.0. Wood. 01634 388187
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years” expericnce.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. ‘T'a book
phone 01634 235507..

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayten, 01634 235799,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.
Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEOQ
transterred 0 VD, We also want old
cine projectons & lilims, 01634 230799,

Tel 01634 306692

Mob 07789796256 |

SIBIRIDILIINGS

m; !; ”(u,&;r’cm onal Year
Reund Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging

Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing Decuratwe Brickwork

1S Quialiifiael

Timeless “Retro
‘Bfg Band ‘Dance

E‘IO e £16

Cmmrr Amanda on 0777I 356732

T
Roger Luxton

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Roofing Repairs/Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Fascias / Soffits / Guttering
Roof Windows/Skylights
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582
AP $ervices RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR

Karen
Spooner ? &
Apprenticeship served
J{'JI:H\- qmrfg'.fr'nif with ;‘
20 vears ' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 233815
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

D Bishop & Son

Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars
All types of scrap
metal taken and
Recycled

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970 2

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World purchase these
empty containers for refill
- not landfill.

IGARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awmnr]si and Window Shutters
=0 w;.:

Falr Trader

01 634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk

wn




JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed

Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
hooks, DVD’s Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices

Ink Cartridges Now in Stock
Good Local History area of brand new books

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MEB ONS

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
y Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est 1971 B
Plumbing & safe ' MOON
Heating Chiris Halleit DOFING
CENTRAL HEATING
REPAIRS, GUTTERING. VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS
Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms

portes ssmates wennove 016034 375069

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”
. NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
HOGW?C’? Electricdl Kitchen design and fitting
xtra lights, Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors :I:rga‘:em
sockets, i Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering 4 pomeenc
fuse boards ™ 5&;5..5 v Electrics from rewires to extra sockets P
& full rewires weTaush ||

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains » Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « A ﬂings

Call 01634 817807 for an appaintr

ment or visit our
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

N FREE NO A
4 1 CRYSTAL OBLIGATION
CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD QUOTATION

GETAWNER Plaster lng

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822

5 Sy
P g

Bredgar Road, G|II|ngh1m MES 6PG Fair Trader  0o: 07897 498189
M: 07956 338531, E- sales@crystalcurtaing co uk, W www crystalcurtains. co.uk S Free Surveys & Quotes
JIn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directors

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

* Home visits if preferred
s Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

A private family owned and run business

* Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW
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