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Solomon Road Council School (insert top left corner) in the 1930s. This is Class 2 of the Infants at the
school in 1931 with Miss Cheeseman, their newly qualified teacher, in the back corner. At this time,
Just before the new secondary schools were opened in Orchard Street, the Infants department had two
classrooms and three teachers for 130 children. 70 children were accommodated in this room with two
of the staff. Alan Major and Richard Church recall several of the names of Miss Cheeseman’s 1935
class in a letter on page 3. If you can name any of the children pictured we would be delighted to hear
from you, please email afi@thenet.uk.net
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Editorial

There is a definite autumn feel in the air at the
moment. Sadly summer is almost over although we
may still squeeze a few more warm sunny days when
we can tidy the garden for winter and complete the
fruit harvest. It is amazing how quickly the newly
planted apple orchards all around Meresborough have
flourished and produced bumper crops. Modern
farming methods may not have the picturesque appeal
of bygone times but they are certainly efficient and it
is good to see the land continue in full production and
not go the way of so much which was sold off in
relatively small plots to various owners. Much of this
is now horse paddecks. Unfortunately as the economy
faltered this hobby became too expensive and many
stables now stand empty and very quickly begin to
look neglected. The massive injection of money into a
commercial farming venture, supplying Kentish apples
to Sainsburys, is very welcome. Hopefully this will
help ensure that Medway keeps a rural border within a
short distance from their home that can be enjoyed by
all the population.

For some time it has been appreciated that walking is
beneficial to us all in several ways. Such a normal
everyday activity we neglect it at our peril. Only fifty
or sixty years ago everyone walked — to work, to
school, to the shops and just for the pleasure of
enjoying the evening air after a long day at work. Now
we have to plan time to walk, jog or run into our busy
lives and as our days become more sedentary so our
waistlines expand and our mental health deteriorates.
It really is good to get out in the fresh air and exercise
~ it need not be vigorous but the benefits are real, so
much so that local walking groups are much in
demand and shorter starter walks are offered all over
the borough to begin the transformation. Qur
grandparents would find it incredible that we needed
to make time to walk but as today's children spend
more and more of their time tapping away at a keypad
and staring at a screen it will be vital that they also
make time to get outside. One very good way to
establish the habit is the ‘walking bus” scheme now
encouraged by local primary schools. I am sure it
takes much planning and organisation but has great
potential, increasing fitness, reducing the number of
overweight children and reducing the pollutants in the
air by fewer car journeys — win, win all round!

We include some interesting projects for you to

consider this month. The parish of South Gillingham
are staging an ambitious Passion Play at Parkwood
next Easter and want local people to take part. It
sounds as though it will be a Gillingham version of the
famous Oberammergau ten yearly event. If you would
like to take part in any capacity email

passionplay I S@outlook.com or ring 01634 230423.
Auditions will be at the beginning of November but
many more behind the scenes helpers will be required
so do contact Paul Warren to find out more.

Please read on to discover all the many different
events we include in our pages this month and until we
see you again in November enjoy the autumn days.
Have a good month.

Correspondence

MEMORIES OF SOLOMON ROAD SCHOOL

Dear Editor,

I am sure Richard Church and myself are not the only
two former pupils of Miss Cheeseman who will have
been very sad to learn of her passing away. | began in
the Spring 1935 term at the Council School and she
was also my first teacher. Those early days in our
development, though different and simple compared to
education today, were very important to 'fix' in our
young minds the subject of school, and attending.
remember on our first day how Miss Cheeseman
sorted us out so that if possible we sat with someone
we knew or who lived near us. I lived at 38 Tufton
Road and was sat next to a friend Audrey Wall who
lived at 32. Next day | went willingly to school.

In the routine of things unless they became famous
locally or nationally and came back to visit 'their’
school as 'old boys' or 'old girls', the infant teachers in
particular after their pupils had 'moved on' would not
know how these had fared in the world. In Miss
Cheeseman's case, however, she did know about some
of them. When it was announced the Council School
was 1o be closed former pupils were invited for a last
look and to see a special exhibition of the school
history. A large number of us took this chance but the
'bonus of the event when we got there was Miss
Cheeseman, too.

A local newspaper attended and took photographs. In
one is the late Brian Cumberworth talking to Miss
Cheeseman. She said to me she remembered me as |
was “a quiet boy who just sat there, taking in what she
was teaching’. Perhaps [ was overawed by this lady
telling us how to read and write. In another is Vi
Nutting close to Miss Cheeseman as she, quite
unnecessarily, is waving her stick at us to keep order.
I also remember Miss Hyde with great affection, plus
all the other teachers Richard Church lists - Mr
Hopkins, Miss Mudge with her hair 'buns’ over her
ears, Miss Springate (classroom by the clock) and the
Eleanor Roosevelt lookalike Miss Babbage (Miss
Cabbage) who taught me after Miss Hyde. I still have
two of her school reports quite favourable to my
attempts to absorb her teaching.

Names come to mind of fellow pupils in those classes
Eric Stringer, Peter Baldock, George Cumberworth
Elsie Moore, Douglas Kitney, Ron Packer, Peter
Bates, Mary Gilman, Peter True, Frank Bartlett.
If'my memory serves me right Richard Church was
also in either Mr Sergeant's or Mr Gleadles class with
me at the Senior School. [ went on to a sort of literary
career (24 - non fiction books published), which
included later writing for Bygone Kent in which Miss
Cheeseman also wrote vividly of Rainham, its life and
the shaps she knew. The Council School also
produced a much more illustrious world known
author, of scientific books and novels, one of which
was a best seller. When he was told by his sister of the
Council School reunion he phoned from Tokyo
University where he was lecturing to say how much
he wanted to be with us because he owed so much to
the school and its early teaching but it was rather a
long way to come but he would be with us in his
thoughts that day.
I duplicate Richard Church's comments | am grateful
for what Miss Cheeseman did, too. It is said the
deceased are not so if they live on in our memories
and indeed Miss Cheeseman does so in the memories
of her pupils.
Referring to my Memories of Rainham letter in Action
Forum July 2014 I received a call from Judy the
widow of my school pal Ron Sims to say he had
passed away from emphysema in 1995 aged 66. In the
first paragraph of the same letter it should have been
Pam Mepste:d and her sister Lydia, not Wanstall.

Your s sincerely

Alan Major

41 Heaton Road

Canterbury, CT1 3PY
Editor: Richard Church added these names to those
listed above: Peter True, Bennie Stringer, George
Clay, Billy Howland, Baldock, Harry Durell, Olive
Cross, Randal Waddel, Harold Elison, Barbara
Dennis, Dorothy Howes, Betty Norris, Dennis
Nichols, Ivor Harrison and Lucy Black.

TINKER, TAILOR, SOLDIER, JESUS

A Passion Play

Dear Editor

An Event Sponsored by the Parish of South
Gillingham Written, Directed and Performed by Local
People at Parkwood Green, Deanwood Drive on Good
Friday, 3rd April 2015 at 2.00pm.

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

s Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced
Family run independent company T

For advice and a very competitive quote call
Fair Trader

=T

The Play will last no more than 75 minutes. The Play
recalls the last hours of the life of Jesus culminating in
the Crucifixion, and features a number of well known
and fictional characters who recount the story. You are
invited to be part of this unique Easter experience.
An open air performance, the audience will be an
integral part of the staging of the event which will
make full use of the natural facilities available at
Parkwood Green. There will be a cast of 50 characters
and extras and a team of adult and child actors are
sought. A range of additional support personnel:
dressmakers, scenery builders and painters, security
personnel, ushers, stewards and admin stalf will also
be needed. We also need to engage a donkey and
handler!
A general briefing session for all participants will be
held during the afternoon of Sunday 9th November
and auditions will be held on the afternoons both
Sundays 9th and 16th November, 2.00pm on both
Sundays.
The production will be funded by the churches, grants
and individual donations. Other financial support will
be most welcome. If you wish to take part in any way,
or are able to offer financial assistance please contact
us by e-mail passionplay15@@outlook.com or
telephone 01634 230423, We will be pleased to know
how you would like to help.
We do hope that you can support this ambitious
community event.

Yours sincerely

Paul Warren
DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Rainham
Hawthorne Avenue, Caldew Avenue
Wigmore
Wigmore Road (Woodside to Fairview)
The Hazels, Fellows Close, Chamberlain Court
Hempstead
Wildwood, Black Roock, Stalham, Coppice Court
Barncroft and Old Carriageway

Upchurch

The Poles, Church Farm Road, Forge Lane, part of
The Street

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 (please
mention that you are calling about Action Forum) or
email afi@thenet.uk.net

Take Care
...supporting your independence
DO YOU NEED A GOOD OLD FASHIONED
HOME HELP SERVICE?

Housework—Laundry—Shopping—Accompany to
Appointments—C i hip—Gard / Handyman

Our Community Assistants are carefully matched to you
CRB checked, fully insured and referenced

y award 01634 316821

{ for Pride in
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Diary 2014

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af{edthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent ME§ 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 21st October

October 4th - Chatham Grammar School for Girls,
Annual Reunion Lunch 1.00pm.

October 4th - Lower Halstow , Quiz Night, 7.30pm, £3 pp
teams of six, includes Ploughman's Supper, bring own
beverage, call Kay 01795 844408 to book.

October 4th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 — 10.00pm, new & experienced dancers welcome,
with or without a partner, 01634 366189 or 388546

October 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Mo Fleisig 07976 600393 Bearsted (park around
the Green) GR 803558 MEI4 4DL 6.5 mile moderate
mainly flat walk, some hills & Woodland, No dogs

QOctober 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Ade 01634 306405, Hadlow The Square by bus stop.
TQ634498 TN11 0DA 6.5 mile walk. Bring picnic
lunch . Pub at end with lunches available,

October 6th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham 8.00pm, ‘Pioneering
Debutantes To Present Day WI Presidents” talk by
Barbara Stevens, New members welcome, £2 per visit
includes refreshments, details ring Sue 01634 230639,

October 7th — 11th — Hairspray, GODS in association
with NODA, Hazlitt Arts Centre Maidstone, 7.30pm
Saturday matinee 2.30pm, Tickets £11.50 and £13.50,
www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk 01622 758611

October 7th — Floral Art Group United Reformed Church
(rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
Little Things, information contact Kaye 01634 232998,

October 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Hardy
Geraniums - Jacqueline Aviolet, New members
welcome, ring 366276 for details.

October 8th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm Upchurch
Village Hall, Workshop, For further information ring
01622 884657, 01795 472973 or 01634 863034

October 8th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Food, my career as a
Food Economist - Patricia Davy, for details contact
Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

October 8th — Bredhurst WI, 7.30pm Village Hall, John
Mills - The History of Capital Punishment, visitors
welcome, For details ring 01634 389966

October 9th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Indian Sari
Fabrics, Julia Davies, St Matthew’s Community Centre,
2.00pm, for over 50s, ring 01634 235507 for details.

October 9th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Dads Army/Home

Guard - Tony Whiting Village Hall 2.00pm details ring
01634 366907. New members always welcome
October 9th - Medway Inter Faith Action, Medway
Council Meeting Room, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chat,
7.30pm all welcome, ring Hugh Hawkins 01634
843307 or email julihugh@tiscali.co.uk for details
October 9th - Donn Barcott Band, 44Two Sports &Social
Club, Featherby Road. Gillingham, 8.30 — 11.00pm,
Admission £6, Details ring Jazz Line 01634 405037
October 10th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday 9.45am —
12noon to help people who have lost a loved one, join
us for a cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634 364309
October 10th - UpARA Monthly Meeting, Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome, details email Chairman David
Powell davidrpowell5@ hotmail.co.uk
October 10th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Road Primary School, Gillingham,
7.15pm, *Policing in Kent’ - Roy Ingleton, Visitors
welcome for a small charge, details Ron Baker 01634
854982 email r.baker] 234 btinternet.com
October 11th - Hospital Radio Medway Quiz, Social
Club, Medway Maritime Hospital, 7.30pm. Bring own
nibbles, licensed bar., £5 pp contact 01634 406865 and
leave a message for Eunice. Booking essential.
October 1th - Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, Barn
Dance, 7.30pm, £5 pp bring your own Refreshments
Numbers limited call Kay 01795 844408 to book.
October 11th - Knowledge & Nibbles Evening, St
Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham, 7.30pm

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers
One Day Courses in 2014
Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk
28th & 29th October

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years

reg. 206985

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and

NO JOB TOO SMALL in.‘il;lI”.'llimi ol t:?lh_(‘('llll'il] « FULL REPAIR SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES heating, boilers, lires, gas and For a prompt reliable service
clectric cookers. 01634 710539

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING

* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS

07884 180595

enquiries@a’l-roofing-services.co.uk
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(prompt start) Food provided please bring your own
drinks & glasses, Tables of 8, £6 per person, Advance
booking essential, Contact 01634 230430 or 379796

October 11th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for Girls,

Derwent Way. 8.00 — 11.00pm, for Ballroom — Latin -
Sequence 01634 363738 s.collins02@btinternet.com
October 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Frank/Mim, Matfield Village Green. TQ 657418 TN12
7IU 8.75 mile walk towards the outskirts of Pembury
and Brenchley. Bring picnic lunch Pubs at end.
October 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 White
Horse Inn Boughton Street GR 057594 ME13 9AL, 5.5
mile moderate walk ‘Last Peasants Revolt” including
Mount Ephraim gardens, Hernhill and Dargate
October 12th - Lions Club of Gillingham, Harvest Teas
for Senior Citizens of Rainham, 3.30 - 6.00pm,
Millennium Centre, 01634 379062 or 373840 to book
October 13th — Monday Hub, St Paul’s Church,
Parkwood, 10.00am ~ 12.30pm, light refreshments,
conversation, games etc, All welcome, 01634 230780
October 13th — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens
Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alternate Mon
2.00 — 4.30pm, new members welcome, 01634 230500
October 13th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening each month to help people still in employment
who have lost a loved one, join us for a cuppa and chat
ring Julie 01634 364309 for details
October 13th - Medway Organ Club Concert, Parkwood
Community Centre, 7.30pm, Organist - Janet Dowsett,
ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694 for details.
October 13th -
(see 6th Oct).
Qctober [4th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm Rainham School for
Girls, Autumn Competition, ring 01634 852519,
October 14th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club,
AGM, St George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 8.00pm
all visitors are made most welcome.  Enquiries
medwayantiquespublicity | @virginmedia.com
October 15th - Hempstead Active Retirement Association
(HempstARA), Scout Hall, Duke's Meadow Drive, 2pm
October 15th - Bredhurst Garden Club 7.30pm, Village
Hall, illustrated talk Jean & Brian Waterman *Colour in
the Winter Garden’, new members welcome ring 01634
233554 for details.

Rainham Wives, Harvest Supper & AGM,

October [6th - Rainham Women's Institute, Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, 1.45 - 4.00pm,
Speaker on "British Legion", Visitors welcome for
small entry charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276

October 16th - Wigmore Thursday Club, The Sun, Moon
& Earth, Peter Parish, (see 9th Oct).

October 16th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, tea and
chat, (see 9th Oct).

October 17th - Quiz Night MASH Parkwood Community
Centre, 7.30pm start, Tickets £5 each, teams up to
cight, drinks from the bar, bring snacks Book 01634
855844 medwayasthmaselfhelpibtconnect.com.

October 17th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Club, Darland Ave,
Gillingham, 8.30pm, Digby Fairweather/ Mick Foster
Quintet, Admission £10, Enquiries 01634 365352

October 18th - 'Pumpkin Day' School Fete, 12noon
2.00pm, BBQ, Cake Stall, Face Painting, Craft
Activities, Teddy Tombola, Welly Chucking, Raffle &
lots more! Bredhurst C E P School, ME7 31Y

October 18th -. Rainham Ladies Choir Concert, in aid of
Peter's Place including local young pianist Robert Hunt,
Gillingham Methodist Church. Third Avenue ME7 21U
7.30pm, Raffle/programmes, tickets £8 Adults, £4 12
and under, contact 01634 370797 or 613715.

October 18th - Songs & Anthems for Autumn, Kent
Chamber Choir, St. Mary the Virgin, Upchurch,
7.30pm, Tickets £10 (£5 children and students) on the
door or 01634 361508, or 01795 481694

October 18th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 4th Oct).

October 18th — *Fight Misbehavin®, Wigmore Residents
& Community Association, Lvening of Songs from the
Shows, in Aid of Alzheimers Society, St Matthews
Community Centre, Wigmore, 8.00pm. For Tickets,
Adults £9, 18 or under £6, contact Mark & Tina 01634
232526, Jackic 01634 233708 or Val 01634 364063

October 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
GeolT 07525 161766, Pluckley railway Station.
TQ922433 TN27 ORT for a 6.75 mile walk to Pluckley
and Little Chart Pubs at end may be busy.

October 19th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,10.00am
meet Brian Gevaux 01634 235883, Parkwood Shops car
park 6 mile moderate circular walk via Queendown
Warren , 1 steep slope down, may be muddy. No dogs

October 19th — Quiz Evening, 7.30pm, Rainham
QOasthouse, admission £2.50 (£2 members), for details
ring Maggi 01634 710553.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

® TV Acrials/Freesat
Systems Installed
e [Extra TV/SKY Points
e TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances set up

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582
AP SERVICES RAINHAM

///W/B@ﬂmm

Eriendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
f eutstanding natural beauty, boarding is

for cats anly.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant

pwith all new legislation, FAB accredited care

provided.

[Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge, com|
Web: www.whiskerslodge. com




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED QOVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTE

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, . _"I\_;i"mm
Kent MES 7EG g
Tel: 01634 375222 %, Hoolchseping
*  Payroll
wljadaccountants.co.uk * Audit
www_jadaccountants.co.uk +  Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com &5ta

All wark guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts e

Qudlified fechnican, References available

D O I T4 U home improvements|handyman

Bathrooms e Clackrooms e Kitchens e Tiling » Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring # Lighting # Blinds
Small jobs welcome!
Call Rob now for u free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!
Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

BRYANT BZIST

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

S

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phaone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Est 15 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexology—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES
We handle everything from the initial quotation,

manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE 1!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis
Bookings Only ........

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with.
Bowen Therapy, NS Technigue, Massage,
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR,
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk

DIVALI

Our friends, workmates and neighbours in the Sikh
and Hindu faiths celebrate Divali. This year the
festival falls on Thursday October 23rd.

Many activities and events are held in the United
Kingdom to celebrate Diwali, which is known as the
“Festival of Lights™. It is a time for spring cleaning
in homes and offices. Homes have assorted sweets,
savouries and Diwali herbs. Various lights, candles
and sparklers are lit inside and outside homes,
People wear their finest clothes to celebrate, women
wear jewellery and silk outfits and some have
mehendi, which is a temporary henna decoration, on
their palms. Many Indian businesses see Diwali as a
day to start the new financial year because of the ties
with Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth.

Cities throughout the UK celebrate the festival with
firework displays. dances, plays, street lighting,
Diwali lanterns, traditional Indian food, and music.
Hindu council representatives, spokespeople from
Indian associations, and political leaders publicly
announce their greetings to those involved in
organizing and participating in the celebrations.

SONGS & ANTHEMS FOR AUTUMN
Kent Chamber Choir
Nicola Roberts (soprano), Geoffrey Lester ( organ),
Roger Harris (keyboard), Trevor Sandford (bass
guitar) Alan Vineent (conductor)
Saturday 18th October, 7.30pm.
St. Mary the Virgin, Upchurch
This concert contains a broad selection with anthems
in the first half and after interval refreshments,
songs from England, Hungary and Ireland.
Tickets £10 (£5 for children and full-time students)
on the door or in advance from Rebecca Moate
07834 600563 rebeccamoate@hotmail.co.uk
and locally Helen Osborne 01634 361508
or lill Rothery 01795 481694

? ’ Neat Feet f -’

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:

01634 322591 J

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

“EIGHT MISBEHAVIN™
In aid of Alzheimers Society
Wigmore Residents & Community Association
Presents an Evening of Songs from the
Shows & more...*Les Miserables’ *West Side Story®
"White Christmas’ *Mamma Mia™*Spamalot’
“Kiss Me Kate” *My Fair Lady’ *Chicago’
*High Society’ *42nd Street’

St Matthews Community Centre, Wigmore
Saturday 18th October, commences 8.00pm.
For Tickets - Adults £9, 18 or under £6
contact Mark & Tina 01634 232526,
Jackie 01634 233708 or Val 01634 364063
(50% of proceeds go to charity after costs)

CENTENARY CELEBRATORY CONCERT
Kentish Players, The Central Theatre, Chatham
Saturday 1st November, Curtain Up 7.30pm
Medway’s oldest amateur theatre company celebrate
their centenary year with a special one off concert,
A delightful evening of music, song and dance
awaits you as the Kentish Players celebrate their
100th Birthday with a little help from their friends!
Sit back, relax and enjoy as they take you on a
musical journey down memory lane with songs from
their favourite shows.
Tickets £15 (£12 Cons) Central Theatre Box office
01634 338338 www.medway.gov.uk/theatrebooking
or email Kentish Players
secretary.kentishplayers@gmail.com
ST.MARGARET’S BAZAAR
Saturday Ist November 10.00a.m — 2.30p.m
St. Margaret’s Millennium Centre,
Entrance 50p for all the fun, chat, bargains, prizes,
plants and food from a variety of quality stalls,
splendid lunches, raffles and a Grand Prize Draw.
Last year you helped us to raise over £2000!
We aim to repeat this great result with your help.
For more details contact Margaret Meinertzhagen
01795 475907
ART EXHIBITION
Throughout October Wigmore Library
‘Betwixt Land and Sea’
Watercolours & Crayon Drawings by John Austin
All pictures are for sale

HEMPSTARA committee wish to thank all those
who supported the Coffee Morning and Bring and
Buy sale in September, We are delighted that we
raised £401 for Macmillan Cancer Support.

NS |
ASTER )
M—ALARMS ®

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS

Alarms—CCTV-Access Control
Fair Trader

www.masteralarms.com
mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER

September is the peak month to seek out those terns
which have finished breeding around our country’s
coasts and which are migrating to the Southern
hemisphere for the duration of our winter. Many can
be seen, from view points on the Isle of Thanet, flying
down the English Channel. Four species of tern are
summer visitors to this country, namely, little,
Sandwich, commeon and Arctic tern. The first three
terns fly south to the Atlantic or Indian Ocean coasts
of Africa. However, the Arctic tern flies all the way to
the seas off the Antarctic pack ice, in time for the
Antarctic summer. Arctic terns are so named because
many nest in the Arctic, although readers may have
seen natural history programmes on television
showing colonies of Arctic terns nesting on the Farne
Islands, where they attack people who stray too near
their nests. On a sunny Sunday in September of last
year | went to Broadstairs on the train, in the hope of
spotting migrating terns. The mile upon mile of urban
development along the line held no great interest for
me but [ did keep my eyes open, in particular, for the
Seasalter Levels, upon which sheep and cattle were
grazing; Whitstable Bay and Shellness on the Isle of
Sheppey; and the twin towers of the former church on
the coast at Reculver. The towers overlook the broad,
shallow river valley which the line runs through and
which is the site of the sea channel that once separated
the Isle of Thanet from the rest of Kent. There was,
however, one urban site that I did not want to miss,
namely, Dreamland. It was sad to see the remains of
the wooden roller coaster. I have every faith that
Wayne Hemingway will turn Dreamland into a major
attraction. The people of Margate are behind him and
he and they deserve to succeed.

The sight of red roofs on neat looking bungalows and
houses. in well tended gardens, served as an
announcement that the next stop was Broadstairs.

The walk from the station, down the High Street,
brought me to Viking Bay and its golden sands. The
bay is embraced by a horseshoe of low chalk cliffs and
within it is a small harbour. As [ stood on The Parade,
overlooking the bay, the loud, trumpeting calls of

herring gulls were very evident. They are reminiscent
of the seaside and are often used in the sound track of
programmes on radio or television to emphasise a
coastal setting, Herring gulls are large, robust, raucous
and aggressive and many nest on roofs in seaside
towns. They are notorious for stealing food from
unsuspecting picnickers. Their natural food consists of
marine invertebrates such as crabs and molluscs such
as common whelks which they drop onto hard road
surfaces in order to break the shells open. [ was
pleased also to hear the calls of jackdaws that were
flying between the red clay chimney pots of the
Georgian houses on The Parade. 1am very fond of the
jackdaw. He is cocky and has a strutting gait when on
the ground. He is a real “Jack-the Lad”.

I headed for the harbour where three fishing boats
were moored. | met a fisherman who told me that he
and his colleagues bring home whelks, lobsters, crabs,
bass and herrings. Children were trying to catch shore
crabs in the harbour with bait tied to hand held lines.
then walked to the opposite end of the bay where there
is a paddling pool which is filled by the incoming tide.
Children on the pool wall were fishing with nets.
Around the man made pool were naturally occurring
rock pools formed by rocks of chalk, among which
were stones of flint. The rocks were covered in limpets
and at least three species of sea weed. There was a
green slimy, grass-like one, bladder wrack and
furbelows. The bladder wrack is coloured brown and
has fronds with gas filled bladders which enable the
plant to float upright once it is covered in water.
Furbelows have many long, brown fronds growing
from a stem which anchors the plant to a rock. In the
pools were shrimps and shoals of tiny. darting fish.
The latter were probably either young blemies or
young gobbies. I also came across numerous empty
common whelk shells, which have a spiral shape.

In due course I climbed up to the Jubilee Clock
Tower, set on top ol the cliffs, where I had a picnic
lunch. I noticed that the predominant plants on the
chalk cliffs were everlasting pea and red valerian.
The latter plant also grows on the outer walls of
Rochester Castle and on the chalk face of Chatham
Hill. During my lunch I kept an eye open, through my
binoculars, for any terns passing down the English

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
|0 A P. Discounts

So call today for a greal deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

IMEDWAY PLUMBING
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Fair Trader

Boarding
Cattery

Owner FAB trained

Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate

up to four cats from the same household

Viewing welcome, by appointment anly please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk

Channel, but I failed to see any. The sea was mostly a
light grey colour but silvery where it reflected the
sun’s rays. Terns, being grey above and white below,
could have slipped by without me spotting them. I
decided to have a cup of tea and a cake at the cafe on
the harbour wall where 1 could continue to look out for
terns from sea level. I descended down to the sands
and was picking my way gingerly between picnic
blankets and sand castles when [ came across Mr De
Witt’s Punch and Judy Show, which was in full flow. |
could not resist stopping to watch it. At the end of the
show it was clear that the children had thoroughly
enjoyed it. And so had L. If' it transpired that I was not
to see any terns during my visit to Broadstairs there
was some compensation that | had seen Mr Punch, his
wife Judy and their baby, a clown, an officious
policeman and a very hungry crocodile.

Joe Ennis

The First Rainham Soldier Killed in World War 1
When war was declared in July 1914 most people
believed that it would be a short and glorious affair. In
Rainham young men joined up while others who were
already in the forces soon became involved.
Originally born in Chatham, Thomas Henry Anderson
lived in Chatham, Rainham and Upchurch during the
period leading up to 1914, working as a butcher’s
assistant before joining the 1st Battalion of the
Northumberland Fusiliers. His first military
experience took place in India which formed part of
the British Empire and while serving there he was
awarded the Delhi Durbar Medal in 1911 to
commemorate King George’s coronation celebrations
in India.

After completing his posting in India he returned to
England where he was stationed at Portsmouth but
with the outbreak of war in July 1914 it wasn’t long
before he found himself sailing to France as part of the
British Expeditionary Force made up entirely of
professional soldiers under the command of General
Sir John French. As a member of the 1st Battalion of’
the Northumberland Fusiliers he disembarked at Le
Havre in France before being transported inland by
train to Landrecies.

According to the regimental history of the
Northumberland Fusiliers, on 21st August Thomas
Anderson’s regiment marched towards Mons where
the Ist Battalion took a position on the Mons Condé
Canal while the French were fighting the Germans at

the battle of Charleroi on the right of the British
Expeditionary Force. The British aim was to hold a
line along the Mons-Condé Canal for 24 hours to
prevent the advancing Germans from threatening the
French left flank. When the battle began the British
inflicted heavy casualties on the German side but with
the retreat of the French Fifth Army which exposed
the British right flank to numerically superior German
forces a retreat was ordered.
After their first conflict the battalion crossed the River
Marne on September 9th and soon confronted German
infantry in a wooded area at Veuilly. During the
course of this they crossed a stream and marched on to
the village of Dammard. They then crossed the River
Aisne and billeted at Vailly. On September 14th they
moved forward in support of the 4th battalion of the
Royal Fusiliers near Rouge Maison and waited. At
dawn the Germans attacked and the fusiliers were
driven back after engaging their enemy in a wood on
the left side. They lost more than 30 soldiers which
probably included Thomas Anderson and 84 officers
and men wounded or missing.
It isn’t clear exactly how he was killed but Thomas,
who held the rank of Lance-Corporal, was later
awarded the “Mons Star,” a medal awarded to those
who had fought the Germans in France and Belgium
between Sth August and 23rd November 1914, He is
remembered on the Upchurch and Rainham war
memorials and on La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre memorial
east of Paris. The Northumberland Fusiliers lost a total
of 16,000 men during the war, they raised 52
battalions, they won 67 battle honours and 5 Victoria
Crosses.
Thomas Anderson was the first Rainham serviceman
to be killed in the conflict and 98 others from the
village suffered the same fate in the Great War of
1914-1918.
David Wood
KNOWLEDGE & NIBBLES EVENING
The Friends of St Margaret's Church
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre,
Gatekeeper Chase, Rainham
Saturday 11th October, 7.30pm (prompt start)
Food provided bring your own drinks & glasses
Tables of 8 - £6 per person
Advance booking essential
Contact Kay 01634 230430 or Lesley 379796

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
» CHIPPING

+ STUMP GRINDING LINDS
- PLANTING A

+ MULCH
- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services hd
Reg No. HELP is on its way
¥ UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
. BOILER EXCHANGES
e POWER FLUSHING
““% LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam 1o 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey oip Prs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Pratection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

CARPENTRY = DECORATING -

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

Kitchen Solutions
“The kitchen you always wanted at the price you want to pay™
Complete Kitchens for you, at Trade Prices, supplied & fitted.
We can provide fitted worktops only or a fitting only service.
Call us first for a firee consultation and free design service now.

Ask for Kevin on: 01634 560499
Mobile: 07964 798 139

WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

D 6 Builders &
/1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS + GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383
86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES 7NJ

No job too small
Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPLECIALINT

EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GLENERAL CONMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE
City & Guilds [/ Institute of Carpenters
TOPQUALITY AT COMPETITIVE
RATES

MR ARCHER ~ Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
Member of Gas Safety Register
All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
Landlord Gas Safety Reports
Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Do you have windows
or doors that
Don’t open or close properly?
Have condensation inside the unit?
Are draughty when closed?
Conservatory roof leak?

101634 789025 /07950 761061
www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

* Local Family Business
» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
* Free demonstrations

« After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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October 20th — Rainham Evening WI, 7.30pm,
Millennium Centre, Mr Neil Arnold * Blue Bell Hill",
Competition — Wild Flower, ring 01634 262577

October 20th - Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club,
Autumn Fair, Howard Hall, Woodside, 2.15pm, entry
25p, gifts, refreshments, raffle ete. 01634 362662

Qctober 20th — Rainham Wives, Silent Auction lor our
charity & Board Games, (see 6th Oct).

October 215t - Barnardo Coffee Morning, Mackland
House, Station Road, 10.00am — 12 noon, Entrance £1
includes tea, coffee and cake. Book Stall, Bring & Buy
and Raffle, All welcome details 01634 233405

October 21st — Floral Art Group, AGM and Programme
Planning, (see 7th Oct).

October 215t - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 - 9.45
pm £3.00. Asia's Teardrop David Cromack, for Walks
see: www.rsph.org.uk/groups/medway.

October 22nd - Gillingham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Halloween Evening, United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham, Grow Your Own Pumpkin
and Carve a Pumpkin. £2 members £3 visitors, includes
refreshments, information 01634 852519.

October 22nd — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, How |
became an Author - David Tappenden, (see 8th Oct).

October 23rd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Down Dames
Calendar - Barbara Stevens (see 9th Oct).

October 23rd - Wigmore Thursday Club, Heraldry, Paul
Warren, (see 9th Oct).

October 24th — Medway Geographical Society, Byron
Road School, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm ‘Gravesend —
Gateway to the Thames™ Christopher Bull, All
welcome, contact 01634 632683,

October 25th - RAMASES, 2.30pm, Newington Village
Hall, Study Day, South Asasif’ Conservation Trust - Dr
Elana Pischikova and John Billman Members £6,
Guests £8.at the door. ramasesnk(hotmail.com or John
Dewey 01795 472316 tor more details

October 25th — Upchurch Horticultural Society Autumn
Show, Village Hall, doors open 2.00pm, fiee entry, for
further information ring Secretary Steve 07703 339290

October 25th - Wine and Wisdom Lvening, Macklands
PACT, 7.30pm start Millennium Centre , Rainham,
Teams up to 8, £5 pp, Bring own drinks and nibbles, In
aid of Oliver Fisher Baby Unit, book 01634 366183

October 26th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Lindsay Floyd and Margaret Norman
07743 702049 07780 517785 Appledore Church facing
Court Lodge Road GR 957293 TN26 2DB 5 mile easy
walk 7 stiles, some gentle slopes, Dogs allowed

October 26th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Bob/Kath, Loose Hill near Chequers Pub TQ758521
ME15 OBL 6 mile Circular walk Pub at end.

October 26th - Lions Club Harvest Teas (see 12th Oct).

QOctober 27th — Monday Hub, (see 13th Oct).

October 27th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 13th Oct).

October 28th — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome, davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

October 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Mike. Barham village green TR208500 CT4 6NZ for a
7.5 mile Four Churches walk visiting, One short hill,
Muddy in places Bring picnic lunch, Pubs at end.

October 30th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service &
Audio/Visual presentation, Colin Coe, (see 9th Oct).

October 30th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games tea and
chat, (see 9th Oct).

October 30th — Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,
7.30pm, ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

October 31st - Nov st - The Addams Family Musical,
Brook Theatre. Chatham, Three Towns Theatre Comp,
7.30pm, Sat mat 2,30pm Tickets 01634 338338, £13
and £10 cons £40 for an Addams Family special ticket
(2 adults and 2 children or 1 adult and 3 children).

November 1st - Hempstead Village Hall Committee,
Table-Top Boot Fair, Village Hall, 11.00am - 3.00pm.
Tables £7.50, contact David 01634 377177 or email -
davidwilliamfuller@@gmail.com

November 1st - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 4th Oct).

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore. Fair Trader

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS
01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

DB TOO SMA G
chr anal Rellabiel ontractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Qver 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

=
WEEEERE 4y Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS

pomesntic ©

INSTRLLER |_.

Security Installation
and Maintenance

* CCTV & Intruder Alarms

» Fire Alarms

* Access Control

* Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711082415

Total Security Services

Domestic Installer
KITCHEN

ANDY
@@ DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality
Bathrooms
Bedrooms

Kitchens

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Fair Trader

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial - Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.
Website: www.linwoodhe.com LinWGOd

Toisphana 01634 2302861 Home Electronics
ile: 079 0550 7338 Est. 1962

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

PAMPERED AND POLISHED
Gellux Manicures IBX Nail Repair Pedicures
Waxing Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting Facials

Mandy 01634 370697 / 07849 276057
10 years qualified - Wigmore based

TRt R U T

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made fo measure
Mowing weekly—Tfortnightly.

Qdd Jobs and much more Na job too small

Prompt and Reliable Service
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November 1st — St Margaret’s Bazaar, 10.00am — 2.30pm,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, Entrance 30p, more
details Margaret Meinertzhagen 01795 475907

November Ist - Centenary Celebratory Concert, Kentish
Players, Curtain Up 7.30pm, Central Theatre, Chatham,
Tickets £15 (£12 Concessions) from Box office 01634
338338 www.medway.gov.uk/theatrebooking or email
Kentish Players secretary kentishplayers{@ gmail.com

November 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Jim, Otford village car park. TQ 525595 IN14 5TL 5
miles, 1 small hill. Bring a snack Pubs/cafe's at the end.

November 2nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10am,
meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 (07941 963272,
Shipbourne, The Common, Upper Green Road GR
592522 TN11 9PE, 5 mile moderate walk, No dogs

November 3rd — Rainham Wives, ‘Wild & West', talk by
Chris Wade, (see 6th Oct).

November 4th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Adam
was a gardener, the Church and gardens - William
Butcher, (see 7th Oct).

November 4th — Floral Art Group ‘Guy Fawkes’, (see 7th

November 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Mike, public car park at Wingham High Street.
TR243577 CT3 1BN for a 7 mile Four Watermills walk
Bring picnic lunch for midway break. Pubs at end.

November 6th - Hempstead Leisure Club - Bon Marche
Fashion Show &Christmas sale for Barnardos, (see 9th)

November 6th - Wigmore Thursday Club, The Trouble
with Trevor, Ley Liberson, (see 9th Oct).

Pole Dance Classes 8
Exeu:se and have fun at the same time.
WBeldy classes m Ramham & Gillingham

Visit www polepatations_com J (

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

November 7th - Lower Halstow Games Afternoon,
Memorial Hall, 2.00 — 4.00pm, all welcome, £1.50 a
visit, play games or have a chat.

November 8th - Winter Wonderland, St Matthew's
Church, Wigmore, 11.00am - 3.00pm Vintage
handicrafis Entrance 50p - Children free

November 8th - Annual Craft Fair, Rainham Evening WL,
2.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham, Good selection
of tables, Refreshments, Admission 30p

November 8th - Barnardo’s Charity Quiz Night, 7.30pm
Twydall Church Hall, Teams up to 8 - £5 pp Bring your
own drinks and nibbles, Free Tea, Coffee and Biscuits,
Festive Rallle, ring 01634 233405 or 01634 375486

November 8th — Instep Dancing, (see 11th Oct).

November 9th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Graham 07989 753278, Wateringbury public car park
off Bow Road near the traffic lights to catch the 10.05
bus to Tonbridge TQ691534 MELS 5DD fora 10 mile
perfect walk for those who hate hills. Bring picnic
lunch for midway break. Pub at end.

November 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10am,
meel Patricia Daniels 07960 295164, Wye High Street
car park opp Church TN25 5ES, 7 mile moderate walk |
undulating to hilly may be muddy, dogs allowed

November 10th — Monday Hub, (see 13th Oct).

November 10th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 13th Oct).

November 10th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 13th Oct).

November 10th - Medway Organ Club Concert, (see 13th

November 10th — Rainham Wives, ‘History of Royal
Variety Performance’, talk by Dean Caston, (see 6th).

LOYD LANDSCAPES

Free Quotations
Are you ashamed of your garden?

Are you sick of your Sycamore?
Complete Garden Clearance / Difficult Weeds
Tree Work / Hedge Trimming / Artificial Grass / Fencing
Decking / Paving / Ground Work / Spraying
Free Estimates - Licensed Waste Carrier
Tel: 07842 155418
loydlandscapes@yahoo.com

okkeeping Services
Smart Bene frtm{ W;uml:
Certitad Bookbarrpe homed s Roiwam
Bookkeeping - CIS - PAYE - VAT Tel:- 01634 907000

Management account - Tax returns Méb' 07951 844600

sole tr..ader final accounts Email: info@jshs.org.uk

Partnership final accounts www.isbs.org.uk
Limited companies statutory accounts WsDs-Orgt

Simply

Contact us for a free initial consultation

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enguiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

Reflexology

Advanced Qualified Therapist

as featured in Kent Life magazme
Holistic Dead %Du facials

- Waxing specie

Elaine Wheeler 01634 379360

www.bodytalktherapies.co.uk




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

RUBBISH CLEARED

Cheaper than a skip

No job too small

Call David 07836 583911
Environment Agency Registered
MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service. To find out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons, AD.DIP.CP.
DIP.Hyp.CS.MHS.

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying,
TEA DANCES: BALLROOM, Latin
& Sequence, Mon, Wed & Thurs
(some with tuition). Incl Tea &
Biscuits. Rainham & Rochester areas.
Tel 07983 397439 lor more info.
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis, sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.
SCOUT HUT, WIGMORE, available
for daytime hire. £12 per hour. Call
Jim Mayes 01634-388126

DAVE BISHOP RECYCLING
Licensed Waste Carrier. All of your
serap metal taken free of charge. Any
quantities from large to small.

Call Dave on 07836 585 911.

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634378199,
TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

SEAMSTRESS. 25+ YEARS®
experience. Alteration of Wedding,
Bridesmaid & Prom dresses, Also
other alterations. Call Inger Phillips
01634 230468 or 07867 974 846

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
SPARKLES Glitter PARTY.co.uk.
Girls® Pamper Parties 01634 376270
PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420,

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5. Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648

YOGA /FOOT HEALTH Classes.
Join us to improve posture, health &
wellbeing. Call Evi 01634 317463.
Website www.freed-om.co.uk
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/07766 980 732

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial ete. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
07958072928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105/ 07866 315 471

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

GET SLIM THIS AUTUMN
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School, Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.

For free quote Tel 07591 563 114
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE, For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
arinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding, Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

MATHS TUITION to GCSE and
A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years” experience. 01634 234732,
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY'. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977,
DENTURE REPAIRS,

Same day service by registered
technician, Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
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HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

CATS SORTED Cats visited, f_cd &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHUN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails,
01634 361720,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 1am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
waork please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member. 01634 365453

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
1o 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Atractive Setting —Ample car parking,
To book phone 01634 364859,

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO

transferred to DV, We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,

LEARN TO PRUNE
in the Community Apple

Orchard in Lower Rainham
We are looking for volunteers to
prune about 6,000 trees by the end
of March. We start with a hall'day
course Saturday 1st November.
To book go to www.thenet.uk.net
and follow the link on the front
page or ring 01634 310011
(Mon-Fri 9.00am — 5.00pm).

APPLES FOR SALE from the
Community Apple Orchard while stocks
last. See www.thenet.uk.net to check
availability or call 01634 310011 Mon-Fri
9.00am to 5.00pm.

LT

DRAWING SERVICES Ltd
ARCHITECTURAL SOLUTIONS
PROFESSIONAL TECHNICAL SERVICE

PLANNING & BUILDING REGLLATION
APPLICATIONS

EXTENSIONS

ALTERATIONS

FIRE SAFETY PLANS

FLANNNG PERNESSION.

CONVERSIONS

NEW BURDS

OUTLINE PLANNNG
BURDING REGURATION
01227 206205 _TRA

enquinesg@iidsenices.co, uk

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Roofing Repairs/Strip & Re-tile
GPR Flat Roofing
Fascias / Soffits / Guttering
Roof Windows/Skylights
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582
AP $ervices RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR
Haren =

Spooner ]
Apprenticeship served
Fully qualified with
20 years experience
All aspecets of decorating undertaken

e
" \\‘%‘F

Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 016341 233845
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

D Bishop & Son
Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars
All types of scrap
metal taken and

Recycled

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World purchase these
empty containers for refill
- not landfill.

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

G DAY Fair Trader

1634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham

FLA T ROOFING Come and browse amongst our constantly

changing selection of good quality used

Strip & Re-felt L

) books, DVD’s Videos and Vinyl Records

All Work & Materials Guarar)teed Al at fantastically low prices
Also General Roof Repairs Ink Cartridges Now in Stock

Free Written Quotation Good Local History area of brand new books

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
0 Donations of books always welcome in the shop

Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday

Hallett’s Est. 1971
Plumbing & safe
o Heating Chris Hallert i
B s _(‘,E]‘\]IZ‘TdeAL HE?TII\LG& REPAIRS, GUTTERING. VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS
oller Ul'\’lCll']g, rea. OWIns _'ll!(lll'}' athirooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS For free estimates telaphone 01 634 375069
01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all"
HOGWOOD Electrical NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
: a Kitchen design and fitting
Extra lights, Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors e
sockets, u-n-: Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering vomemx (1
fuse boards oomesTic G Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
& full rewires S All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant 01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

L7 CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD| o/ 1 atioN
Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings | Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822

H CRYSTAL e |[@iE - plasterin

g

5 Gy,
e,

T

Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre Fair Trader T T Lade?
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG Mob: 07897 4981 89 o
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W www crystalcurtams.couk | L Free Surveys & Quotes

JIn time of need ...
JOHN WEIR

A private family owned and run business
* 24 hour Personal Service * Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available

* Monumental Masons
01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham

Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available

Parkwood

- . e
Funeral Divectors ﬁ

01634 386999

31 Parkwood Green

Kent ME8 8PW




