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Barges in Otterham Creek prel914. Mike Gunnill is compiling a book telling the history of this area
and the nearby brickfields to mark the planning consent given recently by Swale Borough Council for
building on the last remaining brick field, Four Gun Field in Otterham Quay Lane. F G Willmott
described Four Gun in his book ‘Bricks and Brickies™ as the smallest of Eastwoods brickfields in
Otterham only having two hand-berths and three washbacks whose moulders for many years were
Jack Packer and Walter (Lewsher) Swan, both Rainham men. The field closed about a year after two
new Berry patent brickmaking machines were installed in 1953. See the letter on page 2.

Robert J. Kithey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

September brings with it a whole host of changes. It
seemed to come a bit early this year weather wise
with the very disappointing August bank holiday
Monday. As that was our last extra day off until
Christmas the cold and extremely wet day did nothing
to help lift the spirits. Still perhaps we will now have
an extended Indian summer to enjoy. We can only
hope. This often happens just as the new academic
year starts and schools, colleges, universities and all
the local groups who enjoy the use of their premises
return with renewed enthusiasm for the year ahead.
We include news in our pages of several new ventures
who would welcome your support. For the young and
energetic a new Volleyball Club is seeking members
to join in this sport. Think how good you will look on
the sand next summer when a game of beach
volleyball is suggested with a few months of practice
under your belt. For the more sedate a Chess and
Bridge Club starts on September 8th. A Wedding
Fayre is planned at St Margaret’s Church, Rainham to
encourage those about to tie the knot to consider a
traditional Church Wedding. Home Start need
volunteers (training is provided) for a initiative which
provides families who are struggling with young
children the knowledge and expertise you have gained
during your own parenting years. Finally for those
who wish to make new friends, perhaps having
recently retired or who now spend most of their time
at home, two Friendship Groups are planned by
Hands. One already running at the Millennium Centre,
Rainham on the last Thursday each month is happy to
welcome new members and another club is planned
for Twydall. If you wish to find out more give Lance a
ring on 01634 577984. An annual event for many
years, also aimed at those who are lonely, is the Lions
Harvest Teas which are again taking place in October,
at the Millennium Centre. The organisers are
particularly keen for elderly people who live alone or
are not able to get out much to be invited. If you know
of someone in this position please read the letter on
page 3 for details.

With the centenary of the beginning of the First World
War still very much on our minds we have some
nostalgic reminiscences. David Wood takes us back
one hundred year to give an insight to life in Rainham
during that autumn. It is very difficult to imagine how
people felt as the gradual realisation came during

those first few months of war that the troops would not
‘be home for Christmas’ and in fact our government
had committed us to years of warfare ahead.

Of course we also include our usual Diary entries this
month. Plenty of organised walks for you to join, an
excellent way to make friends, enjoy the open air and
the countryside plus the added bonus — it’s good for
your heart and body. If walking is not for you we have
many more clubs, concerts, quizzes and produce
shows for all eager for your attention so do have a
very good month and we will be with you again in
October.

Correspondence

OTTERHAM QUAY
Dear Editor
The last of the Upchurch brickfields, a site known as
Four Gun Field in Otterham Quay Lane, Upchurch is
to be built on shortly. Planning permission was
recently granted by Swale Borough Council. [ am
hopeful that I can publish a book called Otterham,
Your Heritage. This will highlight the history of the
area and use many old photographs of the area.
Readers of Action Forum were very helpful when [
produced my last book, Upchurch in Old Picture
Postcards with photographs and details. [ am again
asking for anyone with old photographs of Otterham,
the brickfields, Otterham Creek and if possible
Overshore and the Falcon Cement Works to please
contact me. [ didn’t want the last of the brickfields to
disappear without any lasting record. The book is in
its final stages but I would be very grateful for any
assistance.

Thank you

Mike Gunnill

01634 373572

Email: mikegunnill@mac.com

OASTHOUSE THEATRE
Dear Editor,
An evening of comedy is in store this September at
the Oasthouse theatre.
The plot revolves around Margot Buchanan, a very
witty ex-actress living in a retirement hotel on the
South Coast. Margot is trying to forget it is her
seventieth birthday but all around are intent on
celebrating it, even Freda, her psychic friend who talks
to ghosts. When her ex- husband, Sir Leo Buchanan
turns up chaos reigns!
Laying the Ghost - A comedy by Simon Williams
Qasthouse Theatre, Rainham
September 11.12.13.18.19.20 Curtain up at 8.00pm
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

Yours sincerely

Dean Caston

Public Relations Manager

Rainham Theatrical Society

HARVEST TEAS
Dear Editor,

Once again, the partners of The Lions Club of
Gillingham are planning Harvest Teas for Senior
Citizens of Rainham. The teas have been arranged for
Sunday 12th October and Sunday 26th October, both
between 3.30 and 6.00pm in the Millennium Centre,
Rainham.

As in previous years, we extend invitations to the
elderly who either live alone or do not have the
opportunity to get out very often. Please encourage
family members, friends or neighbours to apply for a
free invitation by writing to Mrs Brenda Woodrow,
Flat 1 Macklands House, Station Road, Rainham MES
TQX. or by telephoning Brenda on 01634 379062 or
Mrs Yvonne lles on 01634 373840, Transport to and
from the Millennium Centre can be arranged if
required.

A pleasant afternoon is guaranteed and we look
forward to welcoming you.

Yours sincerely
Beryl Brenton
(on behalf of Lions™ Partners)

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM
Dear Editor

On reading the letter from Richard Church regarding
the passing of Miss Cheeseman published in your July
2014 edition, the information concerning the Council
School brought back many memories to me. Seeing
the names of the various teachers generated events in
my mind which gave me immense pleasure.

I started at the Infants School in January 1938 and |
also was initially in Miss Cheeseman's class.
However, during the early period of the War school
attendances were on a half day basis.

Unfortunately [ did not pass the Eleven Plus and as
such I spent the next two years at the Rainham Boy's
School, situated then, in Orchard Street. However, in
those days you had a second chance to advance and I
was one of three boy's, the other two were Derek Cook
and Doug Lacey, who at the age of 13 passed the
exam for Chatham Technical School (Holcombe), the
school now has Grammar status.

I left Holcombe at 16 to take up a junior position in
the Finance section at the local Water Co, where upon
I continued my studies at Evening Classes. Two years
later | was conscripted to do my National Service. two
years in the Army. On my return to the Water Co. 1

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

Energg,r efficient ‘A rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced

Family run independent company
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 o 07973 860369

resumed my studies where | met my wife, Sheila, and
am pleased to say we have now been married 53 years
and are proud parents of three daughters. (By the way,
Sheila spent nine years at the Broadview P.O. and
subsequently, as Manager of the Newsagent's.)

There have been many changes to the Rainham 1
knew as a young boy, nevertheless, I am still proud to |
say | was 'Born and Bred' in Rainham.

Yours sincerely
Vic Wickenden
Email s.wickenden@sky.com

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS

Do you live in Twydall or Rainham? Are you looking
to meet people in your local area? Hands in
Gillingham are setting up a new community friendship
group in Twydall funded by the People’s Health Trust
and we have an existing group in Rainham at the
Millennium Centre the last Thursday of every month.
The groups are designed to provide support for those
seeking to make new friends but find it difficult due to
a change in circumstances. We provide a safe and
relaxed environment in which to socialise over a
cuppa and take part in a wide range of activities. If
you or anyone you know would be interested please
call Lance at Hands in Gillingham on 01634 577984
between 9.30am and 12.30pm Monday to Friday. All
enquiries welcome.

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:

Rainham

Hawthorne Avenue, Caldew Avenue

Brown Street, Holding Street, Suffolk Court
Wigmore

Wigmore Road (Woodside to Fairview)

The Hazels, Fellows Close, Chamberlain Court
Foulds Close

Parkwood

Collett Walk, Moyle Close, Lubbock Walk
Hempstead

Wildwood, Black Roock, Stalham, Coppice Court
Barncroft and Old Carriageway

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 (please
mention that you are calling about Action Forum) or
email afi@thenet.uk.net

Take Care
...supporting your independence
DO YOU NEED A GOOD OLD FASHIONED

HOME HELP SERVICE?
Housework—-L.aundr_v Shopping—-Accompany to
Appt Co p—Gardener/ Handyman

Our Community Assnstanis are carefully matched to you
CRB checked, fully insured and referenced

award 01634 316821

i for Pride in N
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Diary 2014

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent ME8 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 23rd September

September 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society Show
Methodist Church Hall, Rainham 2.00 — 4.00 pm

September 6th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Show,
2.30pm, ring 233554 for details.

September 6th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 — 10.00pm, new and experienced dancers, with or
without a partner, call 01634 366189 or 388546

September 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Tony/Ann 01634 406634, Lullingstone Country Park.
Parking Fee. TQ526637 DA4 0JF for 6.5 mile walk via
Cockerhurst , Lullingstone Park Farm, Bring picnic.

September 7th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am Meet Pat Wells & Anne Bond 07804 837155
or 07778 302866 Medway Secure Training Centre, Sir
Evelyn Road, Rochester 6 mile moderate walk, some
road walking, no stiles but some climbs, No dogs

September 7th - Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, help at the Park, meet new
people, refreshments provided, 01634 337432

September 7th - Summer Fete at the Bredhurst Cats
Adoption Centre, Matts Hill Road, ME9 7XA, 1am —
4pm, Parking close by, Entertainment, refreshments,
stalls, Contact Carol 07973 677390

September 8th - Chess and Bridge Club, Adults. Monday
afternoons, Rainham area, New members welcome ring
07914 241052

September 8th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening each month to help people still in employment
join us for a cuppa and chat ring Julie 01 634 364309

September 8th - Medway Organ Club Concert, Parkw ood
Community Centre, 7.30pm, Organist - David Last,
ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694 for details.

September 9th — Afternoon Dance, Tescos Retirement
Staff in aid of Alzheimer Society, 2.00 — 4.00pm. 44
Two Club (Featherby Road) £3 at the door.

September 9th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm Rainham School for
Giirls, Derwent Way, Fuchsias Our Way Entertaining

talk by John Hitchcock and Dave Abbott. For more
information ring 01634 852519,

September 9th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club,
London - the dark side of the City — Stuart Robinson, St
George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 7.30 for 8.00 pm
all visitors are made most welcome. Enquiries
medwayantiquespublicity | @virginmedia.com

September 10th — Twydall Community Friendship Group,
Holy Trinity Church Hall, 1.30 —3.30pm Cuppa and
biscuits provided (£1 fee), details ring 01634 577984 or
email community(@gillinghamvolunteercentre.com.

September 10th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm Village Hall,
Mel Rees - My Family and other Setbacks, visitors
welcome, For details ring 01634 389966

September 10th — Rainham Flower C lub, 7.30pm
Upchurch Village Hall, Demonstration *Seasonal
Splendour” by John Chennel, For further information
ring 01622 884657, 01795 472973 or 01634 863034

September 10th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, My Year as a Mayor
- Clir Josie Iles, for details Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

September 11th - Wigmore Thursday Club, A
Lighthearted Look at the 40s, Shirley Goodhew, St
Matthew's Community Centre, 2.00pm, for over 50s,
ring 01634 235507 for details.

September 11th - Medway Inter Faith Action, Medway
Council Meeting Room, Dock Road, Chatham, 7.30pm
all welcome, ring Hugh Hawkins 01634 843307 or
email julihugh@tiscali.co.uk for details

September 11th - and every Thursday - Belly dance for
fitness and fun, 7.30 - 8.30pm The Centre Mind Body
Spirit, The Pavilion, Farthing Corner Services MES
8P, £5. Details Rosic 07763 179941.

September 11, 12; 13, 18, 19 & 20th - Laying the Ghost,
A comedy by Simon Williams, Oasthouse Theatre,
Rainham, 8.00pm, Box Office 08448 793224 or
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

September 11th - Donn Barcott Band, 44Two Sports and

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers
One Day Courses in 2014
Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk
28th & 29th October

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator
# Plastering # Tiling

reg. 206985

clectric cookers.
Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and

Established 30 years j 5 ;
NO JOB TOO SMALL mstallation ol gas central
FREE ESTIMATES heating, boilers, lires, gas and

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
« TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
+ LEAD FLASHING
« PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
+ FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquines@a-roofing-services.co.uk
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Social Club, Featherby Road, Gillingham, 8.30
11.00pm, Admission £6, Details ring 01634 405037

September 12th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every
Friday 9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a
loved one. join us for a cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634
364309 tor details.

September 12th - UpARA Monthly Meeting, Upchurch
Village Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome, details email Chairman David
Powell davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

September 12th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Road Primary School, Gillingham,
7.15pm, *German U Boats Construction & operations’ -
Frank Turner, Visitors welcome for a small charge,
information from Ron Baker 01634 854982 or email
r.bakerl234{@btinternet.com

September 13th - Rainham South Councillors Surgery,
Parkwood Community Centre, 9.30am - 12 noon, No
appointment necessary.

September 13th — Upchurch Horticultural Society
Summer Show, Village Hall, doors open 2.00pm, free
entry, information from Secretary Steve 07703 339290

September 13th - September Songs, Kingfisher Singers
The Brian Tumour Charity, 7.30 - 10.00pm, St
Margaret's Church, High Street Rainham, Ticket £8.50
(£7.50 in advance). Contact Olwen 01634 263622

September 13th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, 8.00 — 11.00pm, for Ballroom
Latin — Sequence Dancing, details 01634 363738
s.collins02@btinternet.com

September 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am mect
Bob/Kath, Loose Hill, near the Chequers Pub.
TQ758521 ME15 OBL for a 6 mile circular walk
through nature reserve. Pub at end.

September 15th — Monday Hub, St Paul’s Church,
Parkwood, 10.00am — 12.30pm, light refreshments,
conversation, games ete, All welcome, 01634 230780

September 15th - Chess and Bridge Club, (see &th Sept).

September 15th — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens
Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alternate
Mondays 2.00 — 4.30pm, new members welcome,
details 01634 230500

September 15th — Rainham Evening WL, 7.30pm,
Millennium Centre, Mr Colin Breed *Zeebrugge’
Competition — Apron, ring 01634 262577 for details.

September 15th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church

Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham 8.00pm, Welcome back:
members evening, New members welcome, £2 per visit
includes refreshments, details ring Sue 01634 230639.

September 16th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 - 9.45
pm £3.00. Fascination of Bird Migration - John
Buckingham. www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

September 16th — Floral Art Group United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30 -
9.00pm, ‘Work along with me — a Foliage Pedestal’
workshop with Viv O’Sullivan, Kaye 01634 232998

September 17th - Hempstead Active Retirement
Association (HempstARA), Scout Hall, Duke's
Meadow Drive, 2.00pm

September 17th — Bredhurst Garden Club 7.30pm, Village
Hall, AGM Betty Carroll Demonstration - Small Flower
Arrangement, new members welcome ring 233554
September 18th - Rainham Women's Institute,
Methedist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, 1.45
- 4.00pm, 25th Birthday Party, Visitors welcome for
small entry charge per visit, Ring 01634 366276

September 18th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Romania - 1
want to know what love is, Phil Shorthouse, (see 11th )

September 19th - Charity Cabaret Night in aid of Hands
In Medway 7.00 for 7.15. Dobbies Garden World,
Courtney Road, Tickets £9 light supper included.
Please bring your own drinks. For tickets, call Wendy
or Ann 07816 159668 or 01634 815430

September 19th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club,
Darland Avenue, Gillingham, 8.30pm, Derek Nash
Jazz/ Funk Experience, Admission £10, Enquiries
01634 365352 or 07544 312743

September 20th - Craft and Produce Market, Millennium
Centre, Rainham, 9.00am - 12.30pm, Free entry,
Refreshments available. In aid of St. Margaret's
Church, contact Tony Andrews 01634 371941

September 20th - St. Margaret’s Church, Rainham
Wedding Fayre 10.00am — 2.00pm. All welcome
Church Office 01634 362023 for any queries.

September 20th - Paediatric First Aid Course, 9.30am —
4pm, St Matthew’s Community Hall, Drewery Drive.
£20 per person. Free lunch. Contact Sarah to book:
sarah@the139club.co.uk or mobile 07731 786 333. See
www.thel39club.co.uk for more details.

September 20th & 27th - 2 Day Active Birth Workshop,
9.30am — 5pm, (St Matthew’s see details above)

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

e TV Aerials/Freesat
Systems Installed
e [Extra TV/SKY Points
e TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances set up

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582
AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
jof cutstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats only.

4 completely new cattery, fully compliant
bwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
fprovided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Michold)

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email; info@whiskerslodge.comy
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com|




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, 5 f\l‘ltuun“
Kent MES 7EG b dax
Tel: 01634 375222 ¢ Book-keeping
*  Payroll
ail: admin jadaccountants.co.uk = Audit
www_ jadaccountants.co,uk * Associated Services

Boiler - tech

HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing

Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com £5e
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts  — wesr

Qualified technidon. References available

DOIT4U home improvements|handyman

Bathrooms e Clackrooms e Kitchens e Tiling « Radiators
Sockets » Fooring ¢ Lighting » Blinds
Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

GREG S Er
BRYANT  BZISU
CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
Al _RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

.. Bookings Only ...
Anrports - Hospitals - Days/nghTs Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Beauty Room
Wigmaore—Est 15 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexclogy—MNew Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with,
Bowen Therapy, NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk

RAINHAM VOLLEYBALL CLUB

We are a friendly club playing volleyball every
Sunday 6.00 — 8.00pm and Tuesday 7.00 — 9.00pm
at Rainham Girls School gym, and we enter teams in
both the men's and women's Kent Leagues. We are
looking for new players of all abilities to join us; if
you would like more details please call Martin on
07772 593674 or email restorm@btinternet.com

ROCHESTER SWING PRESERVATION
SOCIETY

Thursday 25th September. Musicians of

the Rochester Swing Preservation Society with this
Months special guest, Cruise cabaret star

guitarist / vocalist Steve Galler

The Hastings Arms Function Room. Lower Rainham
Road (leading to Danes Hill) Gillingham ME7 2YD
Free parking, 8.30pm start. Admission £7 plus raffle.
Everyone welcome. Further details or to reserve a
table 01634 712217 Find us on facebook

‘rochester swing preservation society'

REUNION Chatham Grammar School for Girls
All former pupils and staff of Chatham Grammar
School for Girls, Rainham Road, Chatham, are
invited to the Annual Reunion Lunch on Saturday
4th October, in the School Hall at CGSG. Pre-lunch
drinks will be served in the Textiles room from
12.30 with lunch at 1.00pm

Our speaker this year is the brother of an Old Girl.
He is going to talk to us about his 30 year career
with the Metropolitan Police including periods in

Royalty Protection and in the Traffic Division during

the time of the IRA bombing campaign in London.
Tickets are now on sale priced at £25. Applications
for tickets in writing, enclosing your cheque
(payable to Chatham Grammar Association) and the
return address for tickets, to The Treasurer, Chatham
Grammar Association, 37 Homefield Drive

Rainham, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8RS.

f’ Neat Feet v -’

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Remowved
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nalls
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:
01634 322591

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

SEPTEMBER MISCELLANY
Upchurch Choral Society

Music from TV, Stage, Film - plus other tunes

Saturday 20th September, 7.30pm

St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch
Entry by Programme £5 at the door
or contact Sally Chalmers 01634 305450

Interval Refreshments by Friend’s of St. Mary’s

COFFEE MORNING
Macmillan Cancer Support
Wednesday 24th September, 10.00am — 12noon
Millennium Centre, Rainham
Tea or coffee will be served with a variety of
delicious cakes to choose from at the cost of
£5 per person. All proceeds are for Macmillan
Cancer Support. Do come and join us and help us
support this amazing charity.

WIGMORE MADS

Present our September Concert

'As long as we have music'

Saturday 27th September at 8.00pm

St Matthew's Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore

Tickets £6 & £5 concessions - Sue 01634 370639

HAIRSPRAY

jillingham Dramatic Society Productions in
association with NODA presents Hairspray at the
Hazlitt Arts Centre Maidstone
Tuesday 7th - Saturday 11th October, 7.30pm
Saturday matinee 2.30pm
Tickets £11.50 and £13.50 from 01622 758611
www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk

TABLE-TOP BOOT FAIR

Hempstead Village Hall Committee are holding a
Table-Top Boot Fair at the Village Hall in
Hempstead Road (Behind All Saints' Church) on
Saturday, 1st November from 11.00am to

3.00pm. Tables are £7.50. If you are interested in
having a table please contact David, by phone 01634
3771717, or email - davidwilliamfuller@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND GIFT FAIR
in aid of Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital
Saturday 29th November, 9.30am - 2.30pm
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way, Rainahm
Stalls available £15
contact Paula 01634 373450 or
Stacey 07897 007979 Free entry and all welcome.

NST
ASTER
LARMS
FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS b
Alarms—CCTV—Access Control '

www.masteralarms.com fa“ “ader

mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR AUGUST

In August I visited Ashdown Forest in East Sussex,
which lies between the North and South Downs. 1t
consists of one of the largest expanses of heath land in
south east England. The characteristic plant of heath
land is, of course, heather. Classic lowland heath, of
the kind Thomas Hardy wrote passionately about, is
one of Britain's fastest disappearing habitats. Heath
land is being lost mainly through the invasion of
bracken and silver birch, among other plants. It is the
habitat of reptiles, including adder, slow worm and
common lizard and birds such as Dartford warbler,
stonechat, nightjar and woodcock. From the time of
William the Conqueror, Ashdown Forest became a
roval hunting ground and it was the Normans who
introduced fallow deer to supplement the native red
deer. William allowed commoners to continue to use
the Forest in their traditional way. The sandy soil of
the Forest was not suitable for growing crops and so
the commoners grazed their domestic animals there.
The existing commoners no longer keep their animals
on the open, unenclosed Forest, because of the danger
of traffic. Heath land that has not been grazed for
many years is therefore reverting slowly back to
woodland. The Conservators of the Forest have
consequently enclosed large areas of the remaining
open heath land to enable it to be grazed by sheep and
cattle in safety. The animals eat any tree shoots
emerging amongst the grass and bracken is kept in
check by mowing.

I chose to visit the Forest in August in order to catch
the heather (or ling) and bell heather in full bloom and
scent. The flowers of both species of heather are full
of nectar and so are attractive to bees. Heather honey
is much sought after, but beekeepers are not allowed
to place hives on the common land of the Forest. They
therefore put them in gardens and other land near to
the heather bloom. Two other purple coloured flowers
were prominent during my visit, namely, common
knapweed (which is like a thistle but without the
prickles) and spear thistle. By contrast, the flowers of
the dwarf gorse shone a rich, golden yellow in the
sunshine. [ was lucky to see a silver spotted blue

butterfly flitting around a gorse bush. They are a
declining species and rare outside heath lands of
southern England. [ failed to spot any reptiles during
my visit. They are more likely to be caught unawares
whilst they are still lethargic and warming up in the
early morning sunshine. As for mammals, red deer
have long since died out in the Forest, but fallow deer
can still be found there. They keep under cover during
the day but can often be seen grazing on privately
owned fields at dawn and dusk. Unfortunately, many
fall foul of traffic, particularly on the busy A22 road.
As regards birds, I saw a buzzard circling lazily in the
thermals above the open heath land. The prey of the
buzzard includes reptiles, as was once shown on a
BBC TV “Springwatch”™ programme. However, this
particular bird did not appear to be hunting and the
reptiles that I had failed to spot were, for the moment,
safe. | also spotted a male yellow hammer on a gorse
bush and heard its characteristic call. The species is
one of the few still singing in the countryside in
August. [ also spotted male stonechat on a gorse bush.
The male sports a black head, a white collar and buff
breast feathers. Stonechats (of the same family as the
robin) have a long breeding season and the bird I saw
may have still been feeding young in a nest at the base
of the gorse bush. In due course I headed back to my
car in the Gills Lap car park. Families were having
picnics on the grass and elderly couples were sitting
side by side in garden chairs. In the hot sun and under
a blue sky there was a holiday atmosphere about the
place. Mr Whippy was doing a roaring trade. Among
his customers were two cyclists, fully kitted out as if
for the Tour de France, a white van man and an elderly
gentleman in a Panama hat. I strolled over to a notice
board which stated that A A Milne’s stories about
Winnie-the-Pooh were based on nearby geographical
features. Some distance away is Pooh Sticks Bridge
which spans a tributary of the River Medway. (Details
from the Ashdown Forest Centre on 01342 823583).
As | finished off my Raspberry Ripple, | decided that |
should make another trip to Ashdown Forest, with the
hope of seeing a nightjar and a woodcock. Both
species put on spectacular breeding displays during
evenings in the spring. [ would aim to join a visit
organised by Sussex Wildlife Trust.

Joe Ennis

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBE!

MEDWAY PLUMBING
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve

Boarding
Cattery

4 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Il Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded

ainham Based

ree Lock Surveys and Estimates

A.P. Discounts

o call today for a great deal, peace of

ind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
obile: 07775 423744

Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE, 24 hour call out

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Fair Trader 04634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Owner FAB trained !
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment cnly please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhursti@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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RAINHAM IN THE OPENING MONTHS OF
WORLD WAR 1

When war broke out in the Summer of 1914 life in
Rainham continued normally with various annual
events taking place like the Rainham Fete, Flower
Show and the Council School prize giving day.

The first war related activity took place in late July
when girls at the Church of England School were
asked to bring a penny each which provided linen for a
bandage ready for hospital use to treat wounded
soldiers and sailors. Soon after this 106 parishioners
were sworn in as special constables at the School.
Their job was to patrol Rainham during the war and
seek out possible German spies. A committee led by
The Lion Inn publican Phil Curling acting as chief of
Staff oversaw this.

During August Rainham parish councillors made a
house to house collection for the Prince of Wales War
Fund which raised £100. A recruiting rally held in
Rainham Church Hall followed to persuade local men
to join the forces and fight in the war. Speakers
included local MP Mr Granville-Wheeler and captain
A G Hendry. A second rally took place in early
September outside the Church School in Station Road.
Later in October the East Kent Yeomanry held a
recruiting rally in Station Road and six men joined up.
These were William Barrett, Seymour Wilkins and
Tom Russell from Station Road, Len Belsey and
Frank Brock from Orchard Street and Sid Finn from
Moor Street.

In September the first war casualties were announced
with the deaths of servicemen Tom Anderson, Ernie
Carter, Joe French, John Wood and Wilfred Ray. At
about this time the tenor bell in Rainham church tower
rang out at noon every day so that people could
remember and pray for those men fighting in the war.
In October a powerful explosion in the High Street
initially thought to be a German bomb, turned out to
be the result of a gas leak in the scullery of The Lion
Inn which injured Mrs Curling who was working there
at the time. As Mrs Curling lit the stove the resulting
explosion threw her across the room causing her to
suffer shock and bruising. A month later a huge
explosion on the River Medway rocked the village
when HMS Bulwark exploded and sank to the bottom
of the river with the loss of 750 men. In December the
body of a sailor from the ship washed up at Bartlett’s
Creek in Lower Rainham.

Moves were made in November to raise money for
Belgian refugees after the Germans had invaded the
country, Garments were made for Belgian children by
the local branch of the Girls Friendly Society led by
vicar’'s wife Mrs Tamplin. The garments were packed
and sent to the Belgian refugee headquarters in
London. A concert by Rainham Co-operative Society
in aid of the Belgian Refugees Fund at the Council
School followed this. This resulted in £28 being raised
for the fund and supplemented with a further £2 after
publican Phil Curling had set up a match fund by
selling boxes of matches for 1d a box.
As the war progressed people soon realized that the
conflict would last for much longer than weeks.
Instead, it became a bloody war of attrition with huge
casualties and both sides getting bogged down in
trench warfare that lasted for four years.

David Wood.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Home-Start Medway
Do you have parenting experience?

Would you like to support a Medway family?

Could you give 3-4 hours once a week?

We welcome volunteers from any background or
culture. We provide a free training and on going
support. Your experience as a parent can help other
parents! Our next course starts on the 25th September.
Ten term-time sessions, weekly 10.00am - 2.30pm
For more information please contact Sara Nash 01634
570 717 or email saranash@homestartmedway.org.uk
To find out more about our organisation please visit
www.home-startmedway.org.uk

QUIZ NIGHT

Medway Neighbourhood Watch Association “Quiz
Night is on Friday 26th September. This is a fun
event, in aid of the Association, open to all members
of the public, you don’t have to be a member of a
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme to participate! It will
take place at the United Services Club, 171 High
Street, Rainham, ME8 8AY. Doors open at 7pm, for a
7.30pm start. Tickets are £5 per person. Bring your
own nibbles, but all drinks must be bought at the bar
open 7pm - 1 1pm, Tea and coffee also available for
purchase. Ideally teams of 6 - 8 (maximum) with cash
prize for winning team. The Quiz Night will consist of
8 Rounds and a Bonus Round. To book tickets and for
further information please telephone the Office on
01634 792131 or secretarymnhwa@outlook.com
Tickets will also be available on the night, at the door.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
« CHIPPING

e o LINDSA

» MULCH
Frewooo & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER i

For all your Plumbing Services L
RzizNgﬂ- HELP is on its way
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
safe POWER FLUSHING

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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Free call out

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Lic.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105
CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex REM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8B OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey Dip PFS

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mohile; 07580 578031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

[,/ Builders &
/1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS » GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383
86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham:Kent-ME8 7NJ

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
« Member of Gas Safety Register
« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
» Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
« 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

CARPENTRY = DECORATING -

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kitchen Solutions
“The kitchen you ahvays wanted at the price you want to pay”!
Complete Kitchens for you, at Trade Prices, supplied & fitted.
We can provide fitted worktops only or a fitting only service.
Call us first for a firee consultation and free design service now.

Ask for Kevin on: 01634 560499
Mobile: 07964 798 139

PROBLEM SOLVING * DECKING

WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

No job too small

Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFY
CONVERSIONS
GENFERAL COMMLERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCL
City & Guilds /
TOPOQUALITY AT COMPETTIIVE
RATES
MR ARCHER — Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

Institute of Carpenters

'Window Fix Dlrect|
Do you have windows
or doors that..

Don't open or close prop
| Have conde ion inside the unit?
Are dra when closed?

Y
Conservatory roof leak?

01634 789025 /07950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

+ Local Family Business
+ Personal service in the
comfort of your home
« Free demonstrations

- After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment

www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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September 20th - Beginners Birdwatching for adults
(autumn) Riverside Country Park, 11.00am — 12noon
classroom based, 1.00 — 3.00pm field based, £5 per
person, 01634 337432

September 20th & 27th - Netball for Junior Players,
Rainham School for Girls Netball Centre Taster
Sessions, 10.30 — 11.30am, £2 per session, Book 01634
364039 or email mceandless.07@hotmail.co.uk

September 20th — Wine & Wisdom, 7.30pm, 5t
Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive, bring
own drinks and nibbles, Tables 6 - 8 people, £3 pp,

Phone 01634 387793 or 01634 387425 details / tickets.

September 20th - September Miscellany, Upchurch
Choral Society, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church, Upchurch,
£5 at the door or contact Sally Chalmers 01634 305450
Interval Refreshments

September 20th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 6th).

September 215t - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Anne Reed & Carole Shepherd 07748
822818, Wouldham Recreation Ground car park,
Knowle Road MEI 3XS GR 713637 For a 4.5 mile
moderate circular walk. No dogs

September 21st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Ray 01634 315967 Capstone Park lower car park (by
the lake) TQ778654 MET3]G. for a 4.5 mile walk in
area of SSSI, good views in places. Pub at end.

September 21st - Woodland Open Day, Ranscombe Farm
Reserve, 12noon, Email ranscombe@plantlife.org.uk

September 21st — Quiz Evening, 7.30pm, Rainham
Oasthouse, admission £2.50 (£2 members) for details
ring Maggi 01634 710553.

September 22nd — Rainham Wives, Evening of Fun
Exercising with Maureen, (see 15th Sept).

September 23rd — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch
Village Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, New
Menibers Welcome, For details email Chairman David
Powell davidrpowell5@@hotmail.co.uk

September 24th - Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 midday,

Millennium Centre, Rainham. Tea or coffee & cake £5
per person. All proceeds Macmillan Cancer Support.

September 24th - Potato Competition Weigh In,
Gillingham Horticultural Society 7.30pm. United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road ME7 4PU,
details 01634 852519

September 24th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Birthday Social, (see 10th Sept).

September 25th — Rainham Community Friendship
Group, St Margaret’s Millennium Hall,, 1.30 - 3.30pm
Cuppa and biscuits provided (£1 fee) (see 10th Sept)

September 25th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service &
presentation of local calendar plus poetry, Pam Penfold,
(see 11th Sept).

September 25th — Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,
7.30pm, ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

September 25th - Medway Neighbourhood Watch
Association Quiz Night, United Services Club, 171
High Street, Rainham, 7.30pm start. Tickets £5 pp.
Bring own nibbles, all drinks from the bar, teams 6 - 8
cash prize for winning team. Details 01634 792131 or
secretarymnhwat@ outlook.com

September 25th - Rochester Swing Preservation Society
special guest, guitarist/vocalist Steve Galler The
Hastings Arms Function Room. Lower Rainham Road ,
Free parking, 8.30pm start. Admission £7, plus raffle.
Everyone welcome details 01634 712217

September 26th — Medway Geographical Society, Byron
Road School, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm ‘A Pacific
Scrapbook’ - Colin Burring, All welcome, 01634
632683.

September 27th - Money Management Course, 10am —
1pm, St Matthew’s (see 20th Sept)

September 27th - Produce Sale and Crafis St. Margaret's
Church, Lower Halstow 2.00 — 4.00pm, wide range of
home grown and home made produce and crafis.
Refreshments available, www.thesix.org.uk

September 27th - Wigmore MADS concert 'As long as we
have music', 8. UOpm St Matthew's Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore, Tickets £6 & £5 concessions
- Sue 01634 370639

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service

01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore, " edef

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quate

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump erinding specialists
Local Autherity Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
'ree quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

[ The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

[ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY S Bl

uUPVC FASCH &G
ALL REPAIR K UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TO VALL OR TOO BIG

Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
- 01634 372411
"'I“"“,\ 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS
DOMESTIC

WSTALLER |2

Security Installation
and Maintenance

« CCTV & Intruder Alarms

= Fire Alarms

« Access Control

« Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711082415

Total Security Services

Domestic Installer
KITCHEN

ANDY SHEPHERD DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality
Bathrooms
Bedrooms

Kitchens

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshegherdkitchens.co.uk |

Fair Trader

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial - Paintwark & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

e Call for a free quote.
@4 Biind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3S
@ 01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Linwood

Home Electronics

Website: www.linwoodhe.com
Telephone: 01634 230261

Mohbile: 079 0550 7338 Est. 1982

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS |

PAMPERED AND POLISHED
Gellux Manicures IBX Nail Repair Pedicures

Waxing Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting Facials
Mandy 01634 370697 / 07849 276057
10 years qualified - Wigmore based

’?FK!NSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE

i UKEHURS T

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Eree advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made fo measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Johs and much more No job too small

For Free quate nng
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

Prompt and Reliable Service]
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September 28th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Tony/Ann 01634 406634, Car park behind Linton
Church.: TQ754501 ME17 4AW fora 4.5 mile walk

September 28th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
2.00pm Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847
828249 Grays Tearoom, Brenchley Road, Brenchley
For a 3.5 mile easy stroll around Brenchley No dogs

September 29th — Monday Hub, (see 15th Sept).

September 29th — Medway Scrabble € lub, (see 15th Sept

September 29th — Rainham Wives, "Growing Old
Disgracefully & More", talk by June Faulkner. (15th)

October 2nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, Musical
entertainment (guitar & vocal), Steve Erickson, (11th)

Octaber 3rd — Lower Halstow Games Afternoon,
Memorial Hall, 2.00 — 4.00pm, all welcome, £1.50 a
visit play games or have a chat.

October 3rd - RN.L.I Gillingham Branch 60th
Anniversary dinner, Howard Memorial Hall, Wigmore
7.00pm. Tickets £20 each, details or a menu, contact
Diana Lawrence, 356 Beechings Way, Rainham MES
7BG. 01634 388635 or dianalawrence@tiscali.co.uk

October 3rd - Ghost tours at Fort Amherst, Dock Road,
Chatham, 7.30 & 8.30pm. approx1 hour, Tickets £10
per person, not suitable under 8 years, to book tickets
visit www.fortamherst.com

October 4th - Chatham Grammar School for Girls,
Annual Reunion Lunch Pre-lunch drinks 12.30pm,
junch, 1.00pm, Tickets £25 write enclosing cheque, to
The Treasurer, Chatham Grammar Association, 37
Homefield Drive, Gillingham, MES 8RS.

October 4th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (sce 6th Sept).

October 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Mo Fleisig 07976 600393 Bearsted (park around
the Green) GR 803558 ME14 4DL for 6.5 mile
moderate mainly flat walk with some hills, No dogs

October 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am meet
Ade 01634 306405, in The Square Hadlow by the bus
stop. TQ634498 TN11 0DA for a 6.5 mile walk . Bring
picnic lunch. Pub at end with lunches available.

October 6th — Rainham Wives, ‘Pioneering Debutantes
To Present Day W1 Presidents” talk by Barbara Stevens,
(see 15th Sept).

October 7th — 11th — Hairspray, GODS in association
with NODA, Hazlitt Arts Centre Maidstone, 7.30pm
Saturday matinee 2.30pm, Tickets £11.50 and £13.50,
www.parkwoodtheatres,co.uk 01622 758611

October 7th — Floral Art Group, Little Things, (sec 16th)

October 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30 pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, 1 lardy
Geraniums - Jacqueline Aviolet, New members
welcome, ring 366276 for details.

October 8th - Bredhurst W1, John Mills - The History of
Capital Punishment, (see 10th Sept).

October 8th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, Food, my
career as a Food Economist - Patricia Davy, (sce 10th)

October 9th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Indian Sari
Fabrics, Julia Davies, (see 11th Sept).

October 10th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, ‘Policing in Kent” - Roy Ingleton, (see 12th)

October 11th - Knowledge & Nibbles Evening, St
Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham, 7.30pm Food
provided bring own drinks & glasses, Tables of 8, £0
pp, Advanee booking essential, 230430 or 379796

October 12th - Lions Club Harvest Teas for Seniors of
Rainham, 3.30 - 6.00pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham
ring 01634 379062 or 373840 to book a free place.

October 18th - Songs & Anthems for Autumn, Kent
Chamber Choir, 7.30pm, St. Mary the Virgin,
Upchurch, Tickets £10 (£5 children and students) on
the door or 01634 361508, or 01795 481694

[ LOYD LANDSCAPES

Free Quotations
Are you ashamed of your garden?
Are you sick of your Sycamore?

Complete Garden Clearance / Difficult Weeds
Tree Work / Hedge Trimming / Artifi Grass / Fencing
Decking / Paving / Ground Work / Spraying
Eree Estimates - Licensed Waste Carrier

Tel: 07842 155418
loydlandscapes@yahoo.com

Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

Simply Bookkeeping Services
Smart Beneficial Support
Bookkeeping - CIS - PAYE - VAT
Management account - Tax returns
Sole trader final accounts
partnership final accounts
Limited companies statutory accounts

Tel: 01634 907000
Mob: 07951 844600
Email; info@jsbs.org.uk
www.jsbs.org.uk

Contact us for a free initial consultation

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vcwhitcscoiicitors_co.uk

["RAINBOW CLEANING SERVICE

ALL DOMESTIC GENERAL CLEANING

* Weekly # Spring Cleans
+ Fortnightly # Start /End Tenancy
« Monthly # Fully Insured

Contact Tel: 01634 308543
Sharon Moh: 07758 348967
CARE QUALITY COMM ISSION CRB CHEACKED
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

RECORDS WANTED FOR CASH.
Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae, ctc.
Phone Shaun on 07795 436140

Leave message if no reply

MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service. To find out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons, AD.DIP.CP.
DIP. Hyp.CS.MHS.

TEA DANCES: BALLROOM, [ atin
& Sequence. Mon, Wed & Thurs
(some with tuition). Incl Tea &
Biscuits. Rainham & Rochester areas.
Tel 07983 397439 for more info.

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis, sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently,
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.

SCOUT HUT, WIGMORE, available
for daytime hire. £12 per hour. Call
Jim Mayes 01634-388126

DAVE BISHOP RECYCLING
Licensed Waste Carrier. All of your
scrap metal taken free of charge. Any
quantities from large to small.

Call Dave on 07836 585 911.

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable, CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,
M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

SEAMSTRESS. 25+ YEARS'
experience. Alteration of Wedding,
Bridesmaid & Prom dresses. Also
other alterations. Call Inger Phillips
01634 230468 or 07867 974 846

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
SPARKLES Glitter PARTY.co.uk.
Girls™ Pamper Parties 01634 376270

PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420,

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

John’s MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5. Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648

YOGA /FOOT HEALTH Classes.
Join us to improve posture, health &
wellbeing. Call Evi 01634 317463,
Website www.freed-om.co.uk

MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522/ 07930 378834,

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams efc, Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315 /07766 980 732

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial ete. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken, 01634 364985
079580 72928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105/ 07866 315 471

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

GET SLIM THIS AUTUMN
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053,

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.
Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.
For free quote Tel 07591 563 114
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available,
01634 364985 07930 183466.
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281
RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding, Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job,
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

MATHS TUITION to GCSE and
A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years’ experience. 01634 234732,
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

MAN & VAN at competitive rates,
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lormna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Iwydall. Further details from

01634 302631,

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails,
01634 361720,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you
‘and the first consultation s free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons, 19 years™ experience.
y-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled

phone 01634 231350,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please

contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled. _
Attractive Setting —Ample car parking,
To book phone 01634 364859,

CINE FILM, SLIDES & VIDEO
transferred to DVD. We also want old
cine projectors & films. 01634 230799,
NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO?
Feeling sad, low, depressed or suicidal?
Ring Samaritans 01634 730981

Seven days a week, 24 hours.

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood's book “150 Not Out™ is a
history of the ¢club 1856 to 2006,
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

PICK YOUR OWN
COX & RUSSET Apples
in the Community Apple
Orchard in Lower Rainham
Starting mid September.

For times, dates & more
information go to
www.thenet.uk.net and follow the
link on the front page or
ring 01634 310011
{(Mon - Fri 9.00am — 5.00pm).

LT

DRAWING SERVICES Ltd
ARCHITECTURAL SOLUTIONS

PROFESSIONAL TECHNICAL SERVICE

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION
APPLICATIONS

CONVERSIINE

MEW BULDE

DUTUNE PLANNIG
BULOMHE REGULATION

EXTENIONS

ALTERATIONS

FIRE SAPETY PLANS

PLANIMG PERMIS 0N
01227 206205 A

| enquiries@ltdservices co.uk

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Roofing Repairs/Strip & Re-tile
Fascias / Soffits / Guttering
Roof Windows/Skylights
Interior & Exterior Painting
Sheds / Decking / Handyman

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR

Karen w 7
Spooncr P
Apprenticeship served :;"‘h x
Fully gualified with
200 years " experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01634 233845
Mobile: 0778 0510 316

D Bishop & Son
Good Prices Paid for
Scrap Cars
All types of scrap
metal taken and
Recycled

Licensed Waste Carrier
Call Dave on

07836 585911

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—>5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World purchase these
empty containers for refill
- not landfill.

ﬁ Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

\We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

GDANW Fai Trader
01634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
books, DVD’s Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices

Ink Cartridges Now in Stock

Good Local History area of brand new books

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS

01634 370697 07711 362898

WWEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
. Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est. 1971
Plumbing & safe Lipe MO
Heating Chris Hallett DOFING
CENTRAL HEATING

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS. NEW ROCFS

poree estmaes wepnore 016 34 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, "
fuse boards T
& full rewires msthueR =]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

-

ﬂll: L= H
oomesTic
WETRULER

\ FREE NO
@j CURTAIN & BL%%EE:{II‘&'TURERG LTD DELIATON
Al — - QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnish'lngs
Curtain Poles & Finials . Net Curtains . Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham ME8 6PG

M: 07956 398531, E: sales@eryslalcunaing co.uk, W www crystalcurtans oo uk

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822
Mob: 07897 498189

s plastering

Fair Trader

Free Surveys & Quotes |

* 24 hour Personal Service
« Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Ditectors

A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4Q.J Parkwood
Kent MEB BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES SPW

R

* Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available




