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AN INDEPENDENT MONTHLY FOR RAINHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA B

We are pleased to present the Five Hundredth edition of Action Forum.

For the first 10 years, from March 1969, the
front page of Action Forum was either plain
text, adverts or occasionally text plus a small
photograph. Since 1979 we have usually
used a postcard size picture frequently
relating to a ‘Memories of Rainham” article.
# Here we reproduce the pictures from our

200, 300 and 400 editions. Rainham High

rJ | Street, Berengrave Lane and Lower
il " I Rainham all dating from before the First
i World War so over a hundred years ago.

Rol:;ert J. Kithey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction

BRICK EXTENSIONS AND | Whic?
COMPLETE HOUSES A —
it iy Medway 363669 OR TOO SMALL

WHERE NO INFERIOR TRADESMEN OR MATERIALS ARE USED




Next Issue August 2nd 2014

[\ |1 Copy Date: July 22nd Ads July 25th
A Editorial: Barbara Mackay Miller
- Advertising: Hamish Mackay Miller
I Action Forum Office
11 21 Station Rd, Rainham MES 7RS
[ (above Sunburst Books)
[/ 1ll]  Telephone: 01634 310011

Email: afi@thenet.uk.net

Editorial

As you can see from our front cover this is the five
hundredth edition of Action Forum. In March 1969
Hamish was involved with ‘Help the Needy® in
Rainham and wanted a medium to advertise a
particular event they were organising. He claims to
have had the original idea of a free delivery newsletter
paid for by local advertising — so you have him to
blame for much of the clutter we get through our
letterboxes 45 years later! Having organised the
printing and delivery for one issue it seemed a waste
not to continue and thus Action Forum was born,
Having a family background in printing obviously
helped and for the first few years W & J Mackay
printed the copies, rather a change from their normal
work of high class letterpress books. This was the era
of rapid change in the printing industry and litho was
the new kid on the block providing opportunities never
before possible. After six months Hamish appealed for
help and a small committee continued producing
Action Forum whilst he went off for a yeartodoa
post graduate course followed by a period with a
printer in Oxford. The volunteers decided to do the
whole process themselves and acquired a small
printer. However it was a mammoth task, writing,
editing, typesetting, printing, folding and delivering -
even if it was only 10,000 copies needed to cover the
whole of Rainham, Wigmore and Parkwood at the
time. Inevitably the task began to prove too difficult
and Hamish again became involved on his return. This
was my introduction, first he recruited me to join the
editorial team in November 1971 and then to help with
the first Rainham Spectacular in May 1972 - we were
married in December! AF gradually grew to 16 pages
and a print run of 20,000 copies as the many new
housing estates were completed. The advertising paid
for printing and, for a short period, the distribution but
all the editorial work was then as it is now undertaken
by volunteers. Many hundreds of people have been
involved, some for a few months some for years and
years! Without these helpers AF would not continue,
some of the original committee continued to assist for
a long time and many door to door distributors have
loyally delivered their copies whatever the weather for
many years. Of course although we rely on you to
contribute copy each month and our policy has always
been to include items of local interest we need regular
contributors to help fill the pages. Our particular
thanks go to Joe Ennis who has written articles for

almost 400 editions of Action Forum, quite a record |
am sure you will agree.

For the last 14 years since we reverted to voluntary
distribution we have also been able to donate the profit
from our advertising revenue to charity. To date an
amount in excess of £32,550 has been distributed to St
Margaret’s Church, Rainham, the Parish of South
Gillingham and the Kajiado Project in Kenya, with a
few gifts to other charities. With your continued help
we now embark on our next 500 copies — producing
our normal 11 issues a year that should take us to
December 2059 [ think - I rather doubt I shall see it!
Incidentally I was asked recently if I had worked out
the answer to the maths problem I mentioned in the
April editorial (Four and a quarter yards of material at
three shillings and eleven pence halfpenny a yard). I
hadn’t but I think it is 16 shillings and 10d plusa
packet of hairpins in the change possibly, unless you
know differently! Have a good month we will be here
again as usual in August

Correspondence

MISS CHEESEMAN (Helena Thomas)

Dear Editor

I 'was saddened to learn of the passing of my former
schoolteacher, "Miss Cheeseman" as [ knew her. Miss
Cheeseman was my very first teacher, when I started
in the "Infants" at the Council School in Solomon
Road, in April 1935.

seem to remember that her mother ran a small shoe
shop with a tiny window in the front room of their
house, which stood exactly where Hidsons now
display their secondhand Citroen cars, in Rainham

High Street.

As a five year old boy, I absolutely adored "Miss
Cheeseman", by far the youngest teacher at the school,
with her very fashionable bobbed 1930s hairstyle.
"Miss Cheeseman" taught me to read. There was a
waist- high dado rail running around the classroom
wall, onto which was pinned a set of printed alphabet
cards, each carrying upper and lower case letter and a
picture. Every morning, "Miss C" went round the
room, pointing to each letter / picture in turn, as the
children chanted ..."AH is for Apple., Buh is for
Bat .,and Caa is for Cat." All the children could read
by the time we "Went Up" into Miss Hyde's class. We
then moved on to Miss Madge, before going into the
dreaded Miss Babbage's class!

Mr Hockey lived in Solomon Road, and he had the
first Television (pre - war) in Rainham with a very tall
bamboo mast in his front garden. Miss Bassadona was
the next class teacher, before going into the "Top
Class", taught by Mr Burrows. The Headmaster was
Mr Pitcher. By then it was 1939, and World War 11
began in September. I was privately evacuated to
Sussex, and the world changed forever.

[ have now had a long and varied career over many
years, and I had all but forgotten Miss Cheeseman in
the interim, until the Editorial in Action Forum No.

499 (June 2014) revived long forgotten memories. |
am forever in her debt for starting me off so well in -
life, and I hope she rests in peace after living for 105
years.

Yours sincerely

Richard John Church

(born in Rainham) now aged 84 years.
Email: dickchurch(@talktalk.net

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM
Dear Editor ) .
I recently received the March, April and May issues of
Action Forum from my sister-in-law Celia Henthorn,
Orchard Street, and was very interested in the letters
from Dick Grice and Pam Wanstall which jogeed
dormant memories. A pleasant surprise, too, to be
remembered by Pam Wanstall after so many years.
I remember her very well and her sister Lydia as they
lived in Solomon Road near another friend Vic
Nutting. .
| remember the warehouse Dick Grice refers to .
beyond which in the Co-op vard was the Co-op dairy,
Perc Payne being one of the Co-op milkmen. It may
be a surprise that opposite the dairy and behind Mr
Sampson's men's outfitting was a bakery that made
bread and cakes for the High Street shop and rounds.
The baker being a Mr Shilling who lived next door to
the Co-op butchers in Station Road. Another of dad's
colleagues in the Co-op football team was Harold
Steadman a bread roundsman, who lived at Broad
Walk. i
When I left Senior School in 1943 two of my best
mates who left with me were Ronald Golding and Ron
Sims. Ron Golding became a delivery 'boy' and Ron
Sims a ‘warehouse boy” both at Rainham Co-op.
Sadly Ron Golding the grandson of Sam Golding,
Co—c;p coalyard weighman, died soon afterwards. Ron
Sims, who lived in High Dewar Road, eventually lost
contact when I was called up in 1950.
I don‘t recall my father being in the Co-op bowls team
as well as football and snooker-billiards, but it is very
probable as the staff and the Co-op children used to go
to Belmont on Sunday afternoons where there was a
bowling green and tennis courts. Syd Mattocks, Co-op
secretary, was a very good tennis player.
Another memory is of the Co-op outings for staff end
members on Wednesday afternoons (early closing)
and sometimes Sundays. One was to an air show at
Star Hill, Darland, where I understand the army camp

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced
ich? ' P

was later built. The show included static aircr‘ﬂft and
flights over the Medway Towns. Another outing was
to the sunken gardens between Westgate and Margate,
then a popular attraction and surprisingly very little
changed today. I have photos of one visit with my
parents and Joy Waters parents George and Dolly
Howland and her sister Chrissie. [ also have the same
photograph as used on the March Action Forum. [
never did know why those five men were
photographed together and assumed it must‘have I?een
on a Co-op event somewhere. Thank you Dick Grice
for solving the mystery.

Yours sincerely

Alan Major

41 Heaton Road, Canterbury CT1 3PY 01227 459246

WORLD CUP BIG STICKER SWAP - Reminder
and Correction

Last month in Action Forum we announced that we
would be holding a “Big Swap” for Collectors of J
Panini and Topps World Cup Stickers and cards at St
Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore MES
ONX, commencing at 10.00am on Saturday 12th July.
A 25p entrance charge was indicated — we _dq
apologise as this was incorrect, the charge is in fact
50p. We hope this does not put you off from coming -
its great value, as all collectors will receive a free gift
ofa pack of Topps cards or Panini stickers (while

stocks last)!
) Paul Warren

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors of Action Forum are needed for:
Rainham .

Lower Station Road (Railway to Bakers Field)

Parkwood ]
Foxburrow, Knavesacre, Stoneacre, Parkwood Green
Part of Long Catlis Road _

Collett Walk, Moyle Close & Lubbock Walk

Hempstead
Barncroft & Old Carriageway .
Wildwood, Black Rock, Stalham, Coppice Court

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 (please
mention it is Action Forum you are phoning about) or
email af@thenet.uk.net

Take Care
...supporting your independence
DO YOU NEED A GOOD OLD FASHIONED

HOME HELP SERVICE?
Ho usewo rk—Lau ndry_—Sh:o'pping—Accom pany to

Gardener/ Handy

bl Family run independent company
) For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 or 07973 860369 ™ ™

www.salmonwindows.co.uk

P ¥

Our Community A its are carefully matched to you
CRE checked, fully insured and referenced

v Award 01634 316821

far Pride in

Ll



Diary 2014

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
afigithenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 22nd July

July 1st—31st - Art Exhibition botanical artist Wynne
Prescott latest works Rainham Library, (usual library
hours). Contact 01634 234734

July 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geoft 07525
161766, 10.00am car park St Nicholas Church, Leeds
20 mile circular walk, bring plenty of water, food and
sunscreen, out for up to 10 hours. Possible pub stops

July 5th — Litter Pick, 10.00 — 11.00am, meet Medway
Road entrance to Lower Lines Park, next to MidKent
College, bring gloves and a black bag. 07976 969912

July 5th - Family Fun Day, All welcome, 25 (Parkwood)
Squadron ATC, BBQ, Bouncy castle, Displays ete from
12.30pm, Deanwood School, Parkwood.

July 5th - Beer & Cider Festival, Star Meadow Sports
Club, 1.00 to 10pm. 40 Real Ales & Ciders, all day
BBQ, live music. Raising funds for Rotary Charities.
Tickets £10 to include 4 pints of ale or cider Medway
Rotary Club noelfrancis@hotmail.com, 07847 733992

July 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet John 07749
760788, 10.00am, Linton Church car park 13.5 mile
circular walk , visit Buttercups Goat Sanctuary some
hills. Bring snack for picnic lunch midway.

July 6th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet David Brown 01634 373833, Shellness Road car
park GR 045697 ME12 4RH casy 6.5 mile circular
walk, generally flat but may be muddy , No dogs

July 7th — Monday Hub, St Paul’s Church, Parkwood,
10.00am — 12.30pm, light refreshments, conversation,
games ete, All welcome, ring 01634 230780 for details.

July 7th — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens Church
Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alternate Mondays
2.00 — 4.30pm, new members welcome, 01634 230500

July 7th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, 8.00pm, ‘Mayoral Experiences’ talk by
Vaughan Hewitt, New members welcome, £1.50 per
visit includes refreshments, details Sue 01634 230639.

July 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 6.30pm,
meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 Bredhurst,
Hurstwood Road for a 4 mile moderate woodland
wander, terrain may be challenging in places, No dogs

July 8th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia & Pelargonium
Society, 7.30pm Rainham School for Girls, Derwent
Way, Mini Competition - judging of Fuchsia and
Pelargonium cuttings, information ring 01634 852519,

July 8th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club, Angels
in Art — Colin Lomas, St George Hotel, New Road,
Chatham, 7.30 for 8.00pm visitors welcome. Enquiries
medwayantiquespublicity | @virginmedia.com

July 9th — Bredhurst WI, 7.30pm Village Hall, Dennis
Chambers - The Magic of Mind Power, visitors
welcome, For details ring 01634 389966

July 9th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm Upchurch
Village Hall, Demonstration ‘Inspired By’ by Kathy
Stanguaard, For further information ring 01622 884657,
01795 472973 or 01634 863034

July 10th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Telecare, Clare
Saunders, St Matthew’s Community Centre, 2.00pm,
for over 50s, ring 01634 235507 for details.

July 10th - Medway Inter Faith Action, Medway Council
Meeting Room, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham,
7.30pm all welcome, ring Hugh Hawkins 01634
843307 or email julihugh@tiscali.co.uk for details

July 10.11.12.17.18.19 - Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham,
Gods Favorite - A comedy by Neil Simon, 8.00pm, Box
Office 0844 8793224 or www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

July 10th - Donn Barcott Band, 44Two Sports and Social
Club, Featherby Road, Gillingham, 8.30 — 11.00pm,
Admission £6, Details ring Jazz Line 01634 405037

July 11th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday 9.45am —
12noon for people who have lost a loved one, join us
for a cuppa and chat details ring Julic 01634 364309

July 11th - UpARA Monthly Meeting, Upchurch Village
Hall, 2.00pm, Members Free, Guests £2, New Members
Welcome, details email Chairman David Powell
davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

July 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, Meet Chris
Morris 01634 374923 07847 828249, part 1 Walk the

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers
One Day Courses in 2014
FPhone Jacky for details 01622 861983
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk
30th Sept & 1st October
28th & 29th October

P. Gillard ™

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and
istallation ol gas central
heating, boilers,
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
+ PVC FASCIA | SOFITS
« FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries(@al-roofing-services co.uk

fires, gas and

4

Bluebell Railway at Horsted Keynes Station contact July 14th — Rainham Wives, Summer Meal, (see 7th Jul).
Chris Morris for times and car share, 7.5 mile moderate July 15th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
walk . Train to East Grinstead walk back. No dogs Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45pm £3,

July 12th - Community & Family Fun Day at Wigmore Magical Majorca - Chris Ward. For Walks see
Evangelical Free Church Durham Road. 1.00 - 5.00pm www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.
with activities for all ages. July 15th — Floral Art Group United Reformed Church

July 12th -World Cup Big Swap - St Matthew’s Church, (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
Drewery Drive, 10.00am -1.00pm, complete World Cup  Leaf Manipulation Workshop, for more information
card and sticker sets, Ring 01634 372508 or e-mail contact Kaye 01634 232998,
worldcupstickerswap@outlook.com for details. July T6th - Hempstead Active Retirement Association

July 12th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for Girls, (HempstARA), Scout Hall, Duke's Meadow Drive, 2pm
Derwent Way, 8.00 — 11.00pm, for Ballroom — Latin - July 16th — Bredhurst Garden Club 7.30pm, Village Hall,
Sequence Dancing, details 01634 363738 or illustrated talk Bill Butcher *People, Places, Plants,
s.collins02(@ btinternet.com Poisons and Harry Potter” African Violet and Sweet Pea

July 12th - Paranormal Investigations at Fort Amherst, Show, new members welcome ring 233554 for details.
Dock Road, Chatham. 8.00pm — 3.00am, Resident July 17th - Rainham Women's Institute, Methodist
Medium Richard Ware, Tickets £35 over 18's only, Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, 1.45 - 4.00pm,
information or book tickets visit www.fortamherst.com  Members meeting, Visitors welcome for small entry

July 13th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am, charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details.
meet Roger Danks 07866 971819, Boughton Street near July 17th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Serbia on a
White Horse Inn GR056595, 5 mile moderate, dogs OK  Shoestring, Loma Bailey, (see 10th July).

July 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony/Ann July 18th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland
01634 406634, 10.00am, car park behind the Avenue, Gillingham, 8.30pm, Martin Speake Quartet
Community Hall, Kemsing 6.5 mile walk through St play Charlie Parker, Admission £10, Enquiries 01634
Clare estate, two steep hills may be slippery. Numerous 3635352 or 07544 312743
stiles and gates. Not suitable for dogs unless on short  July 19th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, Meet Chris
lead. Bring picnic lunch Pub at end with lunches Morris 01634 374923 07847 828249, part 2 Walk the

July 13th - Cherry Picnic, Friends of The Vines, 1.00 — Bluebell Railway at Sheffield Park Station GR 404237
4.00pm in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. Bring a contact Chris Morris for times & car share, 7 mile walk.
picnic, and enjoy the fun and games Train to Horsted Keynes walk back. No dogs

July 13th — Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country Park, July 19th- Summer Gift & Craft Fair for Great Ormond
10.00am — 2.00pm, come and help at the Country Park,  Street Children's Hospital. United Services Club,
learn about the management and meet new people, Rainham, 9.30am - 2.30pm. Pitches available - £10
refreshments provided, 01634 337432 cach. Further information 01634 373450, 07910 396130

July 14th - Medway Organ Club Concert, Parkwood or 07897 007979. All welcome.

Community Centre, 7.30pm, Organist Michael July 19th - Rainham South Councillors Surgery, 9.30am -
McAnany , details ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694 12 noon. Parkwood Community Centre, No

July 14th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, appointment needed.

Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday July 19th - Newington Festival with Demelza Hospice
evening of each month to help people still in from noon, school field ME9 7LB family

employment who have lost a loved one, join us for a entertainment, tug-of-war (entries welcome), live bands
cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634 364309 for details until 9pm, plus stalls, games, dance displays, bar and

July 14th - Rainham Ladies Choir open rehearsal night. refreshments, seprichotmail.co.uk or 01795 842405,
Interested in singing? Come along 7.30pm, St Thomas  July 19th — RAMASES 2,30pm Newington Village Hall,
of Canterbury Junior School, Romany Road, Gill. All Carol Andrews ‘Pets or Power: animals in Ancient
Ladies welcome. For more information about us, please  Egypt’ 01795 472316 or ramasesnk@hotmail.com
see our website at www.rainhamladieschoir.org.uk ;

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

AERIALS | [ Fdteay

e TV Aerials/Freesat & We

Systems Installed
e Extra TV/SKY Points
® TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances set up

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582
AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
jof outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant
fwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

lViewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichold

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com)
Web: www.whiskerslodge.comy




D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIA

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, 'Al't‘uunls

Kent MES 7EG Tax

Tel: 01634 375222 *  Book-keeping

Fax: 01634 371318 «  Payroll

E Mail: adminia jadaccountants.co.uk «  Audit

www jadaccountants.co.uk +  Asseciated Services

Craniosacral Therapist

Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions |nr|ud|r|g

neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches
stress & anxiety

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456
Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Quolified technidaon. References available

DOITAU ome improvementshandymen

Bathrooms e Claokrooms e Kitchens e Tiling » Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring #Lighting # Blinds
Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634261502 | 07759 635678 |WWWAdOiT4U.OFg

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

BRYANT  BZISX
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGlSTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
[(NAT:Td AT RATED BY NHEC

01634 231321

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotaticns
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

......... Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nighteclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Beauty Room

Wigmare—Est 15 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexclogy—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with.
Bowen Therapy, NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk

GODS FAVORITE

A comedy by Neil Simon

Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham

July 10.11.12.17.18.19 Curtain up at 8.00pm
Successful Long Island businessman Joe Benjamin is
a modern-day 'Job' with a demanding wife,
ungrateful children and wise-cracking household
employees. Just when it seems things couldn't get
any worse, he is visited by Sidney Lipton, a.k.a. A
Messenger from God (and compulsive film buff)
with a mission: test Joe's faith and report back to
"the Boss". The jokes and Tests of Faith fly fast and
furious as Neil Simon spins a contemporary morality
tale like no other in this hilarious comedy.

Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

CHERRY PICNIC
The Friends of The Vines
Sunday 13th July 1.00 —4.00pm
Join us for the annual Cherry Picnic, with a
fundraising tombola in aid of
Macmillan Cancer Support.
Bring a picnic, relax on the grass, enjoy Kentish
cherries fresh from the orchard, browse the stalls
and enjoy the fun and games

RAMASES
(Rainham and Medway and Swale Egypt Society)
Saturday July 19th, 2.30pm
Newington Village Hall
Carol Andrews
‘Pets or Power: animals in Ancient Egypt’
Members £6.00 Guests £8.00
Tickets can be requested in advance from
Mrs B Peterken 10, Sydney Avenue,
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1XX
or on the day at the door.
Contact ramasesnk@hotmail.com or
John Dewey 01795 472316 for more details

f , Neat Feet f- .’

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:
01634 322591

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Rainham 07792 244 315

PRODUCE SALE AND CRAFTS
Saturday 19th July 2.00 - 4.00pm,

St Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow.
Please join us at arguably the prettiest location
around for a wide range of home grown and home
made produce and crafts including jewellery, pens,
wood work, needle work, cards and honey.
Refreshments available and warm welcome
guaranteed! www.thesix.org.uk

NEWINGTON FESTIVAL

in conjunction with Demelza Hospice for Children
Saturday July 19th, from noon on the school field,
School Lane, Newington ME9 7LB

Lots of family entertainment, tug-of-war (entries
welcome), live bands until 9.00pm, plus stalls,
games, dance displays, bar and refreshments.
Contact sepr@hotmail.co.uk or 01795 842405.

SUMMER GIFT & CRAFT FAIR

Saturday July 19th, 9.30 - 2.30pm. In aid of Great
Ormond Street Children's Hospital, United Services
Club, Rainham. Pitches available - £10 each

For further information ring 01634 373450,

07910 396130 or 07897 007979, All welcome.

A SUMMER SERENADE
Rivervoice Community Choir
Saturday July 26th, 3.00 — 5.00pm
St Georges Church, Chatham Dockyard
Beautiful Music and Song followed by Light
Refreshments , Raffle and Cake Auction
Free Entry, Donations Welcome

ANNUAL SHOW

Gillingham and District Fuchsia and Pelargonium
Society will be holding their Annual Show of
Fuchsias and Pelargoniums on Saturday 26th July at
2pm. This takes place at the Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, Rainham, Kent. MES 0BX.
There will also be Plant Sales, Raffle and
Refreshments. £1 entry. Under 16's free. For more
information contact 01634 852519.

BEER FESTIVAL
Rainham Cricket Club. Berengrave Lane,
Sunday July 27th, 12noon — 10.00pm
30 real ales and 10 ciders
Live music, all day
BBQ, fun and games for all the family
Raising funds for our new
Cricket Club Community Pavilion.

ASTER LARMS é

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS g

Alarms—CCTV-Access Control /o 0viay «
Fair Trader

www.masteralarms.com
mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JUNE
According to the Environment Agency, there are 161
chalk rivers and streams across England, more than
any other country. With their clear, cool water fed
from underground chalk aquifers and their unique
array of animal and plant life, they are like no other
natural habitat. Great drifis of water crowfoot, whose
white flowers float on the surface of the water, are a
characteristic sign of chalk rivers and streams. Fish
such as trout, grayling and salmon spawn in the beds
of pebbles and gravel of these chalk water courses.
Nymphs of mayflies, among other flies, grow fat
under the same pebbles, prior to their brief nuptial
flight. In late spring or early summer the fully grown
nymphs float top the surface of the water, where they
are taken by trout and other species of fish. Those that
escape the jaws of a predator moult, in due course, to
become glistening, long- tailed, adult mayflies. As
adults, they live only for a few days, during which
time they mate, in swarms, over the water, usually in
the afternoon or early evening. After sunset the
female lays her eggs in the river bed. The most famous
of England’s chalk rivers, where fly fishing rights cost
a fortune, are the Avon, the Test and the Itchen in
Hampshire, all of which empty into the Solent. Kent’s
chalk rivers and streams include the Nailbourne and
stretches of the Great Stour.

In May, a couple of years ago, [ walked the Great
Stour Way between Chartham and Canterbury.
Chartham is dominated by the large buildings of a
paper mill. The village has an impressive 13th century
parish church and an 1888 South Eastern Railway
signal box from which the signalman emerges to
close, by hand, the level crossing gates on the Ashford
to Canterbury railway line. The 19th century gates sit
somewhat incongruously with the 21st century High
Speed Train which dashes through the station on its
way to St Pancras. During the first half of my journey
the Great Stour was lined with a string of flooded
gravel pits surrounded by bulrushes, among other
aquatic plants. Herons, cormorants, great crested
arebes, mute swans and coots could be seen on the
lakes. Overlooking the Great Stour from the west was

the high ground around Chartham Hatch, topped with
woodland. Apple and pear trees were growing on the
sunny slopes leading down to the river which is lined
with water — loving trees such as alder, grey poplar,
crack willow and white willow. The leaves of the
latter flash silver in the wind and the sunshine. Sheep
eraze in a number of the fields alongside the river.

A little over half way to Canterbury I passed by the
parish church of Thanington Without. The parish’s
somewhat strange name refers to the fact that it is
without the old city walls of Canterbury, as distinct
from being within. It was at that point in my journey
that I spotted a large shoal of brown trout facing
upstream and keeping their positions in the water
above a stretch of flinty gravel on the river bottom. It
was heartening to see that the water was very clear.
Anchored on the bed of the river and wafting in the
flow of the water were drifts of water crowfoot, lesser
spearwort and floating sweet grass. Purple loosestrife,
meadow sweet, yellow flag and hemlock were
growing on the river bank. Throughout my journey I
came across mallard and their ducklings and water
hens and their chicks feeding among the plants in the
river. [ caught sight of the flashing blue shape of a
king fisher. Chalk rivers are a favourite haunt of
otters. According to the Environment Agency, Kent's
rivers contain good quality water and high levels of
fish but the county’s extensive networks of busy roads
and railways are obstacles for otters attempting to
spread from the west.

Having passed under the A2 bypass of Canterbury, |
emerged onto Hambrooke Marshes which are
periodically flooded or water logged by fresh water.
Under the Stour Valley Project the marshes are being
fenced to enable them to be grazed by cattle, as they
were in the past. The hope is that snipe will be
encouraged to nest there. During my visit ragged
robin, red clover and common fleablane (yellow,
button-like flowers) were in bloom on the marshes.
From the latter I had a view of the Bell Harry Tower
of Canterbury Cathedral. A number of paintings exist
of the same view in Victorian times, including one by
Thomas Sidney Cooper RA, who was born in
Canterbury.This painting is not as well known as the
famous view of Salisbury Cathedral from Harnham

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

MEDWAY PLUMBING
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves|

Boarding CATNAp
Cattery A ’/‘—“

ted

AN

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

jAll Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts

[So call today for a great deal, peace of|
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
IMobile: 07775 423744

Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE, 24 hour call out

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Fair Trader

Owner FAB trained
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommaodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR
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water meadows by John Constable! In due course |
crossed the boundary line of the old city wall and
entered into Westgate Gardens, the path through
which has the Great Stour on one side and colourful
flower beds on the other. I finished my journey at
Westgate Tower, the sole survivor of the city’s
mediaeval gates of the 14th century. My walk had
been one of complete contrasts, from sheep grazing
silently in water meadows to excitable French school
children let loose in the centre of Canterbury.

Joe Ennis

REFLECTIONS OF LOWER HALSTOW

1914, in Words, Pictures, Flowers and Music.

August 2nd, 3rd, 4th

St. Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow

Please join us in church as we explore life in the
village in August 1914,

We will have a display giving a brief history of the
young, brave lads who volunteered from Lower
Halstow. The church will be decorated with floral
arrangements inspired by poetry and music written by
those affected and with photos from the era. There will
be a series of events in the church to mark the
weekend.

The church will be open at the following times with
daily events:

Saturday 2nd August 10am to 4pm.

At 2pm Michael Mills will present a talk on the First
World War, the talk will be aimed to suit children, so
every one is welcome.

Sunday 3rd August Ipm to 4pm.

At 2pm there will be singing by two lovely ladies
known locally as 'Those Women', they will be singing
popular songs from the First World War. Afternoon
Tea will be served afterwards, every one is welcome.
Monday 2pm to 6.30pm.

The Thames Sailing barge, Edith May, will be joining
us in the parish dock. Our reflections will end with a
short service at 6.30pm, concluding with Fred Slade
playing 'Sunset’ on the trumpet.

After the service please stay for a glass of wine to
reminisce, every one is welcome.

There will be tea, coffee and cake available during all
three days to welcome visitors and to enjoy the
ambience of the church.

Please do come and join us as we mark the Centenary
of the outbreak of the First World War in this simple
but beautiful way.

FIRST WORLD WAR ANNIVERSAY

St Margaret’s Church, Rainham will be open on 4th
August, the 100th Anniversary of the beginning of the
First World War, from 10.00am until 4.00pm and
from 6.00pm until 7.30pm for people to come and see
the personal family artefacts, medals, letters etc. on
display and then at 7.30pm there will be a short Prayer
Vigil.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Medway League of Friends needs volunteers to help in
our busy shops, especially evenings and weekends. It
you have some time to spare and would like to make a
difference please contact Margaret Gilham at Medway
Maritime Hospital on 01634 830000 x 3695.

LINE DANCING CLASS

Absolute beginners Line dance class at United
Services Club, Rainham 10.15 -11.30am Thursday
mornings. For information ring Carol 07973 677390

OAST COMMUNITY CENTRE

The Oast Community Centre (next to Station) is
available for regular group or one off hire. It offers a
number of sized rooms including kitchen facilities,
bar, free parking, cafe area, outside space, large upper
hall from as little as £20 for a 4 hour session. To find
out more and to book, call Lyn on 01634 370327 or
email graham.g.anstee@btopenworld.com

ART EXHIBITION

Local botanical artist Wynne Prescott exhibits her
latest works at Rainham Library, Birling Avenue
during July., Works will include spring flowers, roses
and others - the ideal present for that special person, at
very reasonable prices. Contact 01634 234734

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC - St Matthew’s, Wigmore
Our church is looking to develop our creative musical
and choral tradition. We seek a leader for our musical
ministry with good people skills, sensitive to liturgy
and various musical styles.

The choir sing on most Sundays at 9.30am at
Eucharistic services and Songs of Praise but on a Ist
Sunday at Sung Evensong at Spm. Music group play
on a lst Sunday at Family service 9.30am.

Negotiable remuneration with the opportunity for
“occasional office” fees and further opportunities
within the local community.

For a job description and further details please contact
Church Warden, Jean Penney on 01634 387379 or
e-mail penneymejli@aol.com

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

e LINDSA

» MULCH e

- FIREWOQD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER P
For all your Plumbing Services \!E»'
R:’ézN; HELP is on its way
+ UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
e BOILER EXCHANGES
‘sife POWER FLUSHING
== LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




Free call out

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105
CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey pip Frs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING -

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

DECKING

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

D/ Builders &
1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING » GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383
86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
+ Member of Gas Safety Register
+ All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports
« Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights, sockets, fuse boards & full rewires

Free earthing bonding upgrade
with every fuseboard
(on production of this advert)
Call John of Wigmore
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

-
=N
DOMESTIC *
wesTcsee (==

Part P compliant

WATERLOO
Plumbing & Heating

No job too small

Over 30 years experience

Ring 01634 578732
or 07821 763582

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINLERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCL
City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOPQEALITY AT COMPLTTTIVE
RATES
MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

'Window Fix Direct’

Do you have windows
or doors that...
Don't open or

01634 789025 /07950 761061 |
www.windowfixdirect.co.uk |

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

+ Local Family Business
+ Personal service in the
comfort of your home
» Free demonstrations

= After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com
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July 19th - Produce Sale and Crafts, 2.00 - 4.00pm, St
Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow, home grown and
home made produce and crafts. Refreshments available
and warm welcome guaranteed! www.thesix.org.uk

July 20th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geoff 07525
161766, 10.00am, car park of Ightham Mote (NT) for a
6.5 mile walk along the Greensand Way to Old Soar
Manor. Pub at end with lunches available.

July 20th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Graham Starkey 01634 371948, Bekesbourne
Station, GR 189561 CT4 SEP for a 5.5 mile moderate
walk, dogs allowed

July 20th — Volunteer Task Day, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, come and help and meet new
people, refreshments provided, 01634 338191.

July 21st — Monday Hub, (see 7th July).

July 21st — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 7th July).

July 21st — Rainham Evening WI, 7.30pm, Millennium
Centre, Ms Christine Pope *Poetry”, Competition
Limmerick, ring 01634 262577 for details.

July 22nd — UpARA, Coffee Morning, Upchurch Village
Hall, 9.30am, Members £1.50, Guests £2, New
Members Welcome, For details email Chairman David
Powell davidrpowell5@hotmail.co.uk

July 24th - UpARA Outing, Oliver - Marlow Theatre,
Canterbury, (see 22nd July)

drinks and nibbles.

July 27th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am.
meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941 965272,
Dryhill Nature Reserve near road GR 497552 TN14
6AA, 5 mile moderate walk (no toilets at start) No dogs

July 27th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Ade 01634
306405, 10.00am, free public car park High Street, East
Malling, for 6 mile easy flattish walk, Bring picnic
lunch. Pub at end.

July 27th - Beer Festival. Rainham Cricket Club.

Berengrave Lane, MES 7NA. 30 real ales and 10 ciders,

live music, all day BBQ, fun and games for all the
family. 12noon — 10.00pm. Raising funds for our new
Cricket club community pavilion.

July 29th — Creative Clay Creatures, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon select either 10.00 or 11.00am
start, it may get messy, suitable for accompanied
children aged 4 to 12 years. £3 per child, 01634 337432

July 30th — Mini-Beast Hunt (Pond Dipping and Sweep

Netting), Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon or

1.00 — 3.00pm, suitable for accompanied children aged
5 to 12 years. £3 per child, 01634 337432

July 30th — Beginners Fishing for children, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon or 1.00
3.00pm learn the basics of fishing, all equipment and
bait supplied, suitable for accompanied children aged 8
— 12 years £11 per child, 01634 338191

July 31st - Family Birdwatching, Capstone Farm Country

Park, 10.00am — 12noon a birdwatching experience for
the whole family, £3 per person, 01634 338191

July 24th - Wigmore Thursday Club, River Thames & Sea 1y 315t — Rainham & District Dolls’ House and

Towage, Brian Biggs, (see 10th Jul).

July 24th - Gillingham Horticultural Society talk "Hints
from our Judges on Showing your Produce” 7.30pm
Star Meadow Sports Club, Darland Avenue, Members
£2, Visitors £3 includes Colffee/Tea 01634 852519,

July 26th - Gillingham and District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society, Annual Show 2.00pm, Rainham
School for Girls, Plant Sales, Raffle and Refreshments.
£1 entry, Under 16's free, 01634 852519.

July 26th - Quiz Night, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall,
7.15pm, Teams up to 10, £5 each, Bring your own

Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,
7.30pm, ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

August 15t - Ghost Tours at Fort Amherst, Dock Road,
Chatham, 8.00 & 9.00pm, approx. 1 hour, Tickets £10,
not suitable under 8 years, book www.fortamherst.com

August 2nd — 4th - Reflections of Lower Halstow - 1914,
in Words, Pictures, Flowers and Music, St. Margaret's
Church, Lower Halstow, 10.00am — 4.00pm. Saturday
2.00pm Michael Mills talk First World War aimed at
children, Sunday 2.00pm singing popular songs from
the First World War, Monday 6.30pm short service

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore. .

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS
01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALl REPAIR RK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

. 01634 372411
i 'fomﬂl 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES8 8NS

sauseh =]

Security Installation
and Maintenance

* CCTV & Intruder Alarms

= Fire Alarms

= Access Control

» Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711082415

Total Security Services

Domestic Installer
KITCHEN

DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

Bathrooms
. [
Promcion K Bedrooms Fair Trader
Associabon Kltchens

Tel/lFax 01634 379423

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

* Call for a free quote.

M Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Linwood

Home Electronics
Est. 1962

Website: www.linwoodhe.com
Telephone: 01634 230261
Mobile: 079 0650 7338

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

PAMPERED AND POLISHED
Gellux Manicures IBX Nail Repair Pedicures

Waxing Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting Facials

Mandy 01634 370697 / 07849 276057
10 years qualified - Wigmore based

,.-fg-v-z/fﬂ"

EHURST

LUK
Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free guote ring
Mick Eardiey
01634 264286

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services

Faths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—Tfortnightly.

(Odd Jobs and much more No job too smalf

Prompt and Reliable Service]

12

Diary 2014

August 3rd — Capstone Volunteer Task Day, (see 20th).

August 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Mike,
10.00am, Hook and Hatchet (use far car park) Hucking
TQR37582 MEI7 1QS for a 5 mile walk in the Hucking
Estate, no roads one stile. Bring snack pub at end.

August 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Gill Smith 01622 710569 07999 858981, Paddock
Wood Station car park (£1 fee) GR 671453 TN12 6ER,
For a 5.5 mile casy flat walk . No dogs

August 4th - 100th Anniversary of the beginning of the
First World War, St Margaret’s Church Rainham open
10.00am - 4.00pm and 6.00pm - 7.30pm to view the
personal family artefacts, medals, letters etc. on display.
7.30pm short Prayer Vigil.

August 4th — Monday Hub, (see 7th July).

August 4th — Medway Serabble Club, (see 7th July).

August 5th — Under The Sea Collage, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon select either 10.00 or 11.00am
start, learn what lives under the water, for accompanied
children aged 4 to 12 years. £3 per child, 01634 337432

August 5th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30 pm
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Competition
Night, New members welcome, ring 366276 for details.

August 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Peter/Ann
01634 718895, 10.00am public car park on the right as
you go into Cobham from Strood after the Ship pub
[Q669681 DA12 3BG for a 4 mile circular walk. After
the walk a tour of Cobham Church, bring a picnic lunch
to have before we go into the Church. Pub at end.

August 6th — Orienteering Family Fun, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon, suitable for families and
groups after adventure. £2 per person, 01634 337432

August 6th — Mini-Beast Hunt (Pond Dipping and Sweep
Netting), Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am —
12noon or 1.00 — 3.00pm, for accompanied children
aged 5 to 12 years. £3 per child, 01634 3378191

August 7th - Beginners Fishing for children, (see 30th).

August 8th - UpARA Monthly Meeting, (see 11th July).

August 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

ATKINSON HEATING & MAINTENANCE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

10.00am, meet Pearl Stevens 07724 602929, New Ash
Green park in North Square GR 605656 DA3 80T, For
a 5 mile moderate undulating walk. No dogs

August 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Geoff 07525
161766, 10.00am Sevenoaks Library, Buckhurst Lane
TQ533545 TN13 1L.Q for a 3.5 mile fun family walk
suitable for children in Knole park. Pub at end.

August 10th — Volunteer Task Day, Riverside (see 13th).

August 11th — Monday Hub, (see 7th July).

August 11th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
(see 14th July).

August 11th - Medway Organ Club Concert, (sce 14th).

August 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 6.30pm,
meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438, Trosley Country
park (charges apply) GR 632610, 4 mile moderate
woodland wander, terrain may be challenging. No dogs

August 12th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society, Conservatory and Patio
Gardening Talk by David Fioton. (see 8th July).

August 12th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club,
Frost, Freezes & Fairs — lan Currie, (see 8th Jul).

August 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Mike,
10.00am just north of Wrotham village TQ611597
TN15 7DD for a 5 mile short gradual uphill walk.
Choice of 3 pubs with food at end.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to run a Community
Apple Orchard in Lower Rainham

Zammit Roofing have generously offered five acres of
apple orchard rent free to run both as a productive orchard
and as a wildlife habitat with all money raised from the
sale of fruit going to Kent Wildlife Trust.

This year the fruit will be sold through well publicised
“Pick Your Own” days, ideally 7 days a week when the
fruit is ripe. The number of days depend on the number of
volunteers willing to supervise car parking, take the
money ete.

For the project to be viable longer term we need a
volunteer management board willing to take responsibility
for the project as a whole. Many more volunteers will be
needed to cover different tasks through the seasons. These
include mowing the grass, picking the fruit, staffing “Pick
Your Own” days and pruning. If you would like to help in
any way please email your contact details to
hamish@thenet.uk.net or call 01634 310011 between 9am
and Spm Monday to Friday.

All volunteers will be entitled to some fruit for their own
consumption but the main objects of the project are to
raise money for Kent Wildlife Trust and to manage the
orchard for the benefit of the local wildlife as guided by
experts from the Trust.

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

RAINBOW CLEANING SERVICE

ALL DOMESTIC GENERAL CLEANING
+ Weekly # Spring Cleans
+ Fortnightly @ Start /End Tenancy
¢ Monthly & Fully Insured
Contact Tel: 01634 308543

Sharon Mob: 07758 348967
CARE QUALITY COMMISSION CRB CHEACKED
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

MIND THERAPY, Professional
Psychotherapy, Counselling and
Hypnotherapy Service. To find out
more call 07812 143 993 and ask for
Jane Hudson BAHons, AD.DIP.CP.
DIP.Hyp.CS.MHS,

STEVE'S GRASS CUTTING AND
gardening service, for details and a free
quote, contact Steve Baker, 01634 318
670, or 07720 112 039.

TEA DANCES: BALLROOM, Latin
& Sequence. Mon, Wed & Thurs
(some with tuition). Incl Tea &
Biscuits. Rainham & Rochester areas.
Tel 07983 397439 for more info.

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts,sheds & gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too smalLKCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.
SCOUT HUT, WIGMORE, available
for daytime hire. £12 per hour. Call
Jim Mayes 01634-388126

DAVE BISHOP RECYCLING
Licensed Waste Carrier. All of your
scrap metal taken free of charge. Any
quantities from large to small.

Call Dave on 07836 585 911.

LOCAL LADY will help with all
your pet animal / bird needs, i.e. daily
or holiday visits to feed or exercise,
general welfare & vet appointments
ete. Kind and reliable. CRB checked.
Call Diane at Petpals 01634 234922,

M & R GARDENING SERVICES
Gardens cleared, tidied and regular
maintenance. Call Richard on 01634
924217 or 07818 656 733

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,

SEAMSTRESS. 25+ YEARS
experience. Alteration of Wedding,
Bridesmaid & Prom dresses. Also
other alterations. Call Inger Phillips
01634 230468 or 07867 974 846

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
SPARKLES Glitter PARTY.co.uk.
Girls® Pamper Parties 01634 376270

PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420.

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5. Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

YOGA /FOOT HEALTH Classes.
Join us to improve posture, health &
wellbeing. Call Evi 01634 317463.
Website www.freed-om.co.uk

TBF CARPENTRY SERVICES
Customised furniture for home or
garden, decking, and any household
carpentry jobs, including flat

pack furniture assembly / installation.
See www.thfcarpentry.co.uk

Ring 01634 306387 or 17824 430537

MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522/ 07930 378834,
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial etc. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025/ 0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105/ 07866 315 471

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.
For free quote Tel 07591 563 114
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass

cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing,

Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Repaired and Refelted, Fencing
repairs. Green waste shredding. Turf
laid. Gravel laid. Dry, seasoned logs
for sale. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on (07880 893614

MATHS TUITION to GCSE and

A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years’ experience. 01634 234732.
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk., 01634 365427

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
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BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill — 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202

DENTURE REPAIRS. el
Same day service by registered technician.
Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720.

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist, 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
11am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years® experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled. )
Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone (11634 364859,
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please

contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,

CINE FILMS& SLIDES transferred
to DVD. We also want old cine projectors
& films. 01634 230799.

NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO?
Feeling sad, low, depressed or suicidal?
Ring Samaritans 01634 730981

7 days a week, 24 hours.

COMMUNITY APPLE
ORCHARD
proposed for

Lower Rainham

In conjunction with
Kent Wildlife Trust
For more details see page 13
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DRAWING SERVICES Ltd

ARCHITECTURAL SOLUTIONS

PROFESSIONAL TECHNICAL SERVICE

FOR

l PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION |

APPLICATIONS |
CONVERBIONS ]

WEW BULDS

QUTLINE PLANNING

EXTENSIONS.
| ALTERATIONS
| FIRE BAFETY PLANS

| 01227 206205 ~ V¥ |

| enquines@itdservices co.uk

DREAW |

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Roofing Repairs/Strip & Re-tile
Fascias / Soffits / Guttering
Roof Windows/Skylights
Interior & Exterior Painting
Sheds / Decking / Handyman

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP Services RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR

HKaren P
Spooner ? 4
i
A \%'“%:c
Fully qualified with
2i) years " expericnce

Apprenticeship served
All aspeets of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01634 233845
Mobile: 0778 0610 316

CACG
Minibus Travel

Airport Transfers / Sea Ports
Days Out / Nights Out
Corporate Travel
Weddings
Stag / Hen Celebrations
Plus more.

01634 366805/07890 982 088

www.acgminibustravel.co.uk

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise money for S5t Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World purchase these
empty containers for refill
- not landfill.

[GARAGE DOORS
Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

GDAS Fair Tratler
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
books, DVD’s Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices

Ink Cartridges Now in Stock
Good Local History area of brand new books

CENTRAL HEATING
Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MEB ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 Al profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
. Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s /] Esl. 1971
Plumbing & ssife
Heating Chris Hallett

REPAIRS. GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROCFS

borrs csmates enre 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

S EREE
pemasTIc 2
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; Al FREE NO
@ CRYST TURERS LTD OBLIGATION
17 CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS L QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822

& &
Foapre S

cinz - plastering

® 24 hour Persanal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY

Kent MEB 8AR Car parking available

A private family owned and run business
* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

* Private Chapels of Rest -

* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available Kent MEB 9PW
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Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre i .
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG Folr Trader Mob: 07897 498189
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains.co uk, W: www crystalcurtains, co.uk Free Surveys & Quotes I
Jn time of need ...
Funeral Divectors [SAITY




