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Woodside, Wigmore. In 1926 there were only 13 propertics in what was then named Woodside Road. These were
not numbered but each had a name such as: Thistledene, The Moorings, Canuteland, Hazelmere, Winithdene,
Jacksonville, Etheldene, Hazelwood, Sunnyside, Rosemond Nursery, May Lodge, Wouldham Lodge and Eunice
Lodge. 1 wonder if any of these names are still in use. This was the period that Alan Major speaks of in his letter
on page 2 when he accompanied his father on his delivery rounds. One large house being built in Woodside was so
near completion at the outbreak of World War 2 that special permission was granted to finish the roof even
though all building work had been prohibited for the duration of the war.

Robert J. Kithey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction

BRICK EXTENSIONS AND which?)
COMPLETE HOUSES AN b
ALSO MAINTENANCE L NG IOBTOGEIC
DIVISION Medway 363669 OR TOO SMALL

WHERE NO INFERIOR TRADESMEN OR MATERIALS ARE USED




Next Issue March 1st 2014

| Copy Date: Feb 18th Sm Ads Feb 21st
Editorial: Barbara Mackay Miller
Advertising: Hamish Mackay Miller
Action Forum Office
21 Station Rd, Rainham MES8 7RS
(above Sunburst Books)
Telephone: 01634 310011
Email: afiigthenet.uk.net

Editorial

A Very Happy New Year to you all, | hope you had a
great Christmas. Unusually for us we spent the time
away from home, but for a very special reason getting
to know our new grand daughter. Helena Elizabeth
(named after her great grandmother) arrived,
fashionably eleven days late, about a week before
Christmas Day to her proud parents Rachel and Paul.
She is a big baby and quickly getting the idea of
feeding and sleeping so hopefully they will not have
too much trouble! We are incredibly lucky that in the
space of a couple of years we have amassed two
grandsons and now a little girl, we certainly would not
have imagined it a few years ago. | saw a quote the
other day “If I knew how great being a grandparent
was | would have missed out being a parent’ | am sure
all you grandparents out there know how the author
felt.

Back in the mid 1980s our neighbours planted a small
eucalyptus tree at the bottom of their garden. Over the
years it grew and grew and grew, slightly disrupted by
the 1987 hurricane which pushed it sideways but it
was pulled upright again and continued on its steady
path upwards. It became a magnificent specimen and
was made the subject of a tree preservation order
which meant that the council tree officer would not
sanction any significant reduction in its size, even
though it had already shed branches, once during a late
snow storm with very wet and heavy flakes and again
a couple of times during high winds. Fortunately no
major damage was done on any of these occasions and
no one was in the way to be injured but I had been told
that the limbs can drop at any time for no apparent
reason so that was a bit more worrying. However
during one of the stormy periods just before Christmas
the whole tree uprooted, luckily during the early hours
of the morning, and crashed at an angle across our
garden and next door. It could have been much worse,
if it had to fall it selected just about the right angle,
yes it has demolished a shed and some fencing but
missed all the more important structures around. On
the ground you appreciate the dimensions of a fifty
foot plus tree, the circumference of the main trunk is
enormous and the head of the tree, still in full leaf of
course, covered a large area. The tree surgeon who has
helped clear it up told us a large proportion of the
uprooted trees he has been called to are eucalyptus
because they are only surface rooted. Rather than
preserving these non native species the local tree

officers should ensure that they are kept at a size that
poses no threat to life and property or better still
replace them with native trees that support our birds
butterflies and other wildlife.

January and February can be dreary months, but the
days are getting longer and spring is round the corner
so take a deep breath, ignore the wind and the rain and
in no time we will be with you again in March looking
forward to the summer! Have a good month.

Correspondence
HEMPSTEAD
Dear Editor,
The article by RAD re Hempstead in August 2013
Action Forum revived memories of a sometimes tiring
childhood experience in the late 1930s. On Saturdays |
would help my father Percy Major, a bread and
grocery roundsman for Rainham Co-op, deliver some
of the ordered items. We drove up Maidstone Road
and turned right to what I now assume has become
Wigmore and Hempstead along Woodside. Eventually
the road petered out to a track so we had to stop, put
the grocery orders into handled baskets, lock the van
and set off along the track. To me aged 9 or 10 it
seemed like ages as we trudged through woodland but
eventually we emerged into a cleared area. Here there
were wooden shed like dwellings and other
constructions, sometimes chickens in a run and almost
always a barking dog. The ordered items were handed
to the occupant and I presume they paid my father
before we retraced our steps and repeated the
“adventure’ down other tracks several times during the
day.
Incidentally after the First World War a scheme was
introduced to assist ex-servicemen set themselves up
in business as smallholders, poultry farmers etc using
wooded land. A notable one was at Bromley Green
near Ashford. Sadly most who took part ended up in
debt and sold out. My father was offered sweet
chestnut woodland in that area, as an investment, at £5
a strip, for as many long strips as were required. The
snag was a considerable number of strips were needed
to get a wide enough area of land to build a property
plus the chestnut trees had to be felled and the land
cleared. He declined the offer, but in later years seeing
10w the land value increased as building development
of the area boomed he thought if only he had bought a
few strips and held on to them until a developer
wanted them. you never know....

Yours sincerely

Alan Major

41 Heaton Road

Canterbury CT1 3PY

FORTY THREE GOLDEN YEARS
Gordon Lucas started helping at the Parish Church in
Rainham mainly for the evening services in June
1970. After having been involved with the music at St
Margaret’s for forty-three years he feels the time
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has come to step down. Here he writes of his time at
St Margaret’s.
At this time (1970s) I held the post of Assistant
Organist at the Royal Dockyard Church Chatham. In
April 1980 I was appointed to be the Assistant
Organist at St. Margaret’s. It has been a truly
wonderful experience and | have enjoyed every
minute. Accompanying the choir especially anthems
such as Balfour Gardiner’s “Evening Hymn”. It has
been good to play for the congregation heartily singing
hymns and psalms. [ would like to take this ]
opportunity to say how much I have enjoyed working
with clergy, organists and the choir at Rainham. At the
special celebration of Choral Evensong in recognition
of my service the choir with former members of the
choir sang Introit - O Most Merciful by Charles Wood,
Psalm 65 Chant by G H Garrett, Service setting in D
minor by T A Walmisley, Anthem - Blessed be the
God and Father by S S Wesley.

I have been obsessed with the organ since I was a
child. Like most organists [ was a choir boy and
subsequently studied the piano and organ. It has been
very satisfying to serve the parish through the ministry
of music over the past years, a ministry which 1 hope
to be able to continue albeit on a much reduced scale. |
feel enormously privileged being able to play here at
Rainham with its interesting organ. [ am very happy to
hand on my post to a successor safe in the knowledge
that there is a thriving musical ministry at St
Margaret’s. In recognition of my service the Vicar ;Im(l
Church Wardens have awarded me the title “Organist
Emeritus™.

JOIN OUR HAPPY BAND of VOLUNTEERS
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham

Selling second hand books on behalf of St Margaret’s
Church, requires Shop Staff to work 4 hours a week.
Saturday staff particularly needed. For more details
call Elly Symonds 01634 375325

G. H.S FLORAL ART GROUP

Our floral art group has a long history back to the last
war but due to age and illness among our members we
are now reduced to 7 ladies who are working hard to
attract new members to keep our group going. We
have a long and hardworking history with shows,
flower festivals and many demonstrations including
recent ones at Dobbies. It will be tragic if all this
success and skill fades away but unless we can meet
new people who are interested in flower arranging I
am afraid it will. All skills are welcome, and not a

Car & Bike MOTs

Servicing — Repairs — Diagnostics
Clutches — Exhausts — Welding
Recovery Now Available

666 Lower Rainham Road 01634 233619

Berengrave Service Station

great financial outlay is required to start - in fact you
can come to your first meeting free! Meet the girls and
have a cuppa with us. If you have an evening to spare
come along - we are friendly and there is plenty of
banter during the meeting. Our first meeting is at
7.30pm on January 21st and the next on February 18th
please do come. Contact Kaye for further details
01634 232998.
SWALE COMMUNITY CHOIR
A small, keen Choir needs a new Conductor.
Could you be the one?
We meet on Monday evenings in Term time.
If you are interested please phone
01795 474149 or 01795 475908

MANAGE YOUR MIND Manage Your Life
www.manageyourmind.org.uk
Free Weekly Workshops
Each Tuesday Evening 6.30 — 7.30pm
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way, Rainham
Call first to register 075 5395 9013
email Kent@iahv.org.uk

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors of Action Forum are needed for:
Rainham

Taswell Road, Warlingham Close

Lower Lonsdale and Lower Mierscourt Roads
Wigmore

Springvale, Durham, Zillah, Lancaster

Parkwood

Nares Road, Old Castle Walk, Plomley Close
Upchurch

The Poles and The Street to the Old School, Forge
Lane, Church Farm Road

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you 310011 email
ale@othenet.uk.net

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
eConservatories — designed and built
elUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
eMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

FENSA

Take Care
pporting your indeg
DO YOU NEED A GOOD OLD FASHIONED
HOME HELP SERVICE?

Housework—Laundry—Shopping—Accompany to
Appointments—Companionship—Gardener/ Handyman

QurC ity Assistants are fully matched to you
CRB checked, fully insured and referenced

Nominated far Pride in Medway Award 01634 316821
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Diary 2014

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
afiedthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 18th February

January 18th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10am

meet Stephen Manning, 07551 712438, Charing Village
car park off School Road TN27 0JN Walking the North

Downs Way section 10 a hard 9.5 mile walk, No dogs.
January 18th - Beekeeping Course, 10 weeks 10.00am —
1 2noon, Methodist Church Hall, Station Road, details
from Pat Clare 01634 233748 or patclare89@me.com
January 18th - Medway Folk Dance Club, 7.30 -10.00pm,
United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gill

New and experienced dancers welcome, with or without

a partner, for details ring 01634 366189 or 388546.
January 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Ray,

10.00am Capstone Park lower car park (by the lake) for

4.5 mile walk. Surprisingly good views, Pub at end.
January 19th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet David Brown, 01634 373833 Camer
Country Park car park DAI3 0XT for a moderate/casy
4.75 mile circular walk, generally flat, muddy if wet

January 20th, 27th & Feb 3rd - Baby Massage Course, St

Paul’s Church, Parkwood, 10.00 — 11.00am, £3 for
course, contact Elaine Wheeler 01634 379360 or email
babymassagethel 39club.co.uk

January 20th — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens

Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, 2.00 -4.00pm,

new members welcome, details 01634 230500

January 20th — Parkwood Leisure Club, New Years Party,

St Paul’s Church, 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members
welcome ring 01634 373594 for details
January 20th - Rainham Evening WI, 7.30pm,
Millennium Centre, Mr Paul Beard — *Barnardos”,
competition — Mug, ring 01634 262577 for details.
January 20th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,

Wakeley Road, 8.00pm, Bingo With a Difterence, New

members welcome, £1.50 per visit includes
refreshments, for details ring Sue 01634 230639,
January 21st - RSPB Medway Local Group, Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -
9.45pm., £3.00. Easy Way to Identify Gulls - David
Darrell-Lambert. For Walks see www.medway-
rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

January 21st — Floral Art Group United Reformed Church
(rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
Seed Collage - own choice of size, for more
information contact Kaye 01634 232998,

January 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim,
10.00am Otford village car park. TQ526594 TN14 5PQ
for 8 mile lovely walk along the NDW. Picnic lunch
midway, pub and tea room at the end.

January 22nd - Bereavement Group 1.00pm, Wigmore
Evangelical Free Church, Durham Road, details 01634
T88546 or 07986 699785

January 22nd - All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Village
Hall, Hempstead, 8.00pm, A Fun Music Presentation -
John Pearce, details Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

January 23rd — Wigmore Thursday Club, Demelza
Hospicc Care, Laura Smyth, St Matthew’s Community
Centre, 2.00pm, for over 50s, ring 01634 235507

January 23rd - GHS, Star Meadow Sports Club, Darland
Avenue, Gillingham,7.30pm, Garden Videos details
email@gillinghamhs.org.uk

January 23, 24, 25, 31, & Ist February - Cinderella, Oast
House Theatre, 8.00pm Sat matinees 2.00 & 5.00pm
08448 793224 or www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

January 24th - Rainham Bereavement I'riendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for a cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634
364309 for details.

January 24th - Medway Geographical Society, Byron
Primary School, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm, *Peru —
trekking the Inca trail” - Steve Desson, Everyone
welcome, Please come on the evening or contact Pat
Meredith 01634 362683

January 25th - RAMASES, 2.30pm, Newington Village
Hall, Jackie Garner “The Wildlife Art of Ancient
Egypt’ Members £6.00, Guests £8.00 at the door.
Contact ramasesnk(a hotmail.com or John Dewey
01795 472316 for more details

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers
One Day Courses in 2014
IPhone Jacky for details 01622 861983
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk
Gift Vouchers available

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Liandlord certilicates.
Service, repair and
mstallanon of gas central
heating, botlers, lires, gas and
clectrie cookers.,

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Rooflng Serwces
« TILED ROOFING
» FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA /| SOFITS
« FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@al-roofing-services.co.uk

4

January 26th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Chris Morris, 01634 374923 (07847
828249 Beltring, Old Whetsted Road off A228 just
beyond the Hop Farm for an easy 5 mile flat walk in
the Medway Valley, could be muddy if wet

January 26th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony and
Ann 01634 406634, 10.00am Harrietsham Railway
Station. TQ866529 ME1T 1A for 5 mile walk, Some
slopes & stiles. Excellent views. Bring snack .

January 27th — Rainham Wives, Quiz Time plus Bring
and Buy for our Charity, (see 20th Jan)

January 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike,

10.00am just north of Wrotham village (Old London Rd

a dead end). TQ608597 TN15 7TEA for 9 mile walk A
Steep climb to Stanstead, for short pub stop or picnic
lunch, then back through woods and fields via NDW

advance (£4 on the door). Treatments from£3 pay direet
to stall holders medwayasthmaselthelp@btconnect.com
or 01634 855844 for details.

February 9th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Graham
07989753278, 10.00am Sole Street Station car park,
Fee £1, for a 7 mile walk through fields and orchards,
Bring picnic lunch Pub at end with lunches.

February 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet John Trebill 01634 244045
Wateringbury Station GR 692528 for a 3 - 4 mile casy
fairly flat walk, could be muddy, No dogs.

February 10th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening each month to help people still in employment
who have lost a loved one, join us for a cuppa and chat
ring Julie 01634 364309 for details

January 30th — Wigmore Thursday Club, AGM, (see 23rd  February 10th — Rainham Wives, Happy as Larry talk by

January 30th — Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,
7.30pm, AGM and Social Evening, ring Sylvia
Wildridge 01634 312038 for details.

January 31st - Fundraising Quiz Night HANDS &
Gillingham Volunteer Centre, 7.30pm start. Dobbics
Garden World, Light supper. BYOD Tickets £6 pp.
Tables up to 6. Contact Ann 01634 815430

February 1st - Indoor Cralt and Boot Fair, 10.00am -
2.00pm,.Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, School Lane,
MEY 7ES, Tables £6.50 cach —New Bargain Board

available for large items £1.30 per advert, refreshment,

call Kay 01795 844408 or Lynne 01795 843679
February 1st - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 18th Jan)
February 2nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

10.00am, Meet Roger Danks 07866 971819 Cuxton

Railway Station car park in Station Road GR 714666

for a 5 mile moderate walk
February 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim,

10.00am Bredgar Village Hall (next to the school).

TQBE1603 MEY 8EX for 8 mile walk
February 3rd — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 20th Jan)
February 3rd - Rainham Wives, History of the Royal

variety Performance — talk by Dean Caston, (see 20th
February 4th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30 pm

Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Being an

Orchid Warden on a secret Kent reserve - Simon Curry,

New members welcome, ring 366276 for details.

February 7th - Medway Asthma Self Help Ladies Pamper

Evening, Gillingham Golf Club, 7.00pm. Tickets £3 in

author Larry Brooks, (see 20th Jan)

February 10th - Medway Organ Club Concert, Parkwood
Community Centre, 7.00 for 7.30pm, Organist - Ryan
Edward, ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694 for details.

February 11th - Medway Antigque and Collectors' Club,
Last Days of Music Hall & Variety — Will Lower, St
George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 7.30 for 8.00 pm
all visitors are made most welcome.  Enquiries
medwayantiquespublicity [ @ virginmedia.com

February 12th - All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Trials
and Tribulations of'a Public Speaker - Barbara Stevens,
(see 22nd Jan)

I'ebruary 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike,
9.25am Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre for 9.27am
bus to Maidstone. Linear (Bus Pass) 8.5 mile Walk

February 13th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Table Games.
(see 23rd Jan)

February 14th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Byron School, Byron Road, Gillingham,
7.15pm, Not Tonight Josephine - Martin Heard, further
information Ron Baker 01634 854982

February 14th, 15, 21 22nd - Mother Goose Pantomime,
St Paul’s Drama Group, GMC Community Hall, Third
Avenue, Gill, 7.30pm, Sat 22nd 3.00pm, Adults £6,
Cons £5, For further information ring 01634 852712

February [5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, Mect
Stephen Manning 07551 712438, Walking the North
Downs Way Section 11 Broad Downs, Coldharbour
Lane, Wye for 8.5 hard walk, ring for details, No dogs.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

® TV Acrials/Freesat
Systems Installed
®  Extra TV/SKY Points
® TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances set 1 up

Call Nick 07949 588464

Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SERVICES

Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area

jof outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

[for cats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation, FAB accredited care

provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichol

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com)|
Web: www.whiskerslodge.comy
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D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIA

CHARTEREL ACCOUNTANTS

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, _A_tm“"b
Kent MES 7EG ro ey

Tel: 01634 375222 * Bovkkideping
Fax: 01634 371318 + Payroll

*  Audit

Associated Services

E Mail: admin‘a jadaccountants.co.uk
www.jadaccountants.co.uk

Craniosacral Therapist —‘

Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions includin
neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches ==
stress & anxiety I

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456
Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Quelified technicion. References ovailoble

Do 'T4 U home improvements|handyman

Bathrooms e Clackrooms e Kitchens e Tiling e Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring e Lighting e Blinds
Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doit4u.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG @Eﬁ’
BRYANT %@i
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
N:-IBC AT RATED BC, NHEC

01634 231321
T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 15 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexology—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999
www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved fnstai@of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

,,,,,,,,, Bookings Only ........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Qut
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with,
Bowen Therapy. NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk
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RAMASES

(Rainham and Medway and Swale Egypt Society)

Saturday January 25th, 2.30pm
Newington Village Hall

Jackie Garner *The Wildlife Art of Ancient Egypt’
Members £6.00 Guests £8.00
Tickets on the day at the door.

Contact ramasesnk(@hotmail.com or
John Dewey 01795 472316 for more details

FUNDRAISING QUIZ NIGHT
HANDS & Gillingham Volunteer Centre
Friday 31st January doors open 7 for 7.30pm start.
Dobbies Garden World, Courtney Road,
Light supper will be provided
but please bring your own drinks
Tickets £6 per person. Tables of up to 6 people
Contact Ann 01634 815430 or Wendy 07816 159668
INDOOR CRAFT AND BOOT FAIR
Saturday Ist February 10.00am - 2.00pm.
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, School Lane
Tables £6.50 each —~New Bargain Board available for
large items for sale i.e. Furniture, Cars or White
Goods, etc. £1.50 per advertisement, not larger than
6 by 8 inches (15 by 20 centimetres)
Brunch and Teas available.
Call Kay 01795 844408 or Lynne 01795 843679 to
book. A warm welcome awaits everyone

LADIES PAMPER EVENING
Medway Asthma Self Help (MASH)
Gillingham Golf Club
Friday 7th February from 7pm.

Tickets £3 in advance or £4 on the door.
Indulge in a range of pampering treatments including
massage, reflexology and manicure from as little as
£5 per treatment (payment direct to stall holders).
To pre-book tickets or if you are interested in having
a stall please contact us on 01634 855844 or
medwayasthmaselfhelp@btconnect.com

[ 4 , Neat Feet '. -,

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:

016324 322591

—=m——""Plumbing g
1z 1. & Heating e

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer
Installation » Maintenance * Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms » All general plumbing
* Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No. 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

MOTHER GOOSE
A Pantomime by Richard Coleman
St Paul’s Drama Group
GMC Community Hall
Third Avenue. Gillingham
Friday & Saturday 14th, 15th, 21st, 22nd February

7.30pm, Saturday 22nd February 3.00pm
Adults £6, Senior Citizens & Children £5
For further information ring 01634 852712

THE RSPB MEDWAY LOCAL GROUP TALK,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham

18th February, 7.30 - 9.45 pm £3.00.

Medway YOC 41 Years On

North Kent Birds, RSPB & Saving Nature — Mike
Clark. For Walks see
www.medway-rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

AFTERNOON CONCERT

Hempstead Village Fayre Group are organising an
afternoon concert in the Village Hall on Friday 21st
February at 2.00pm. This will be our 3rd annual
concert and this year we are pleased to announce our
signers will be “Harmony™, a local vocal

harmony group who more than live up to their
name. Tickets are priced at £4 each which includes
tea & cake. Please contact Val Gorf for tickets or
further details on 01634 230214, or email
valeriegorfi@blueyonder.co.uk.

CASH BINGO

Friday 21st February, 1.00 — 3.00pm

you can join in at any time.

Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, School Lane

Free Entry - £1.00 per whole card game, and as
many games required.

50% of the money of each game goes toward the full
house winner or winners, and 50% to the

Memorial Hall. A warm welcome to all who attend.
this event is becoming very popular.

NEED A NEW PATIO?
Crazy Paving - Sandstone - Cabbles - Concrete
Free Quores - Best Prices
Call 01634 616992
07921 856 214

email: info@thecrazypaver.com

TER @
== LARMS @

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS

Alarms—CCTV-Access Control
www.masteralarms.com Fair Traﬂer
mail@masteralarms.com

TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR DECEMBER

Asked to name the bird that best portrays Christmas,
most people would, 1 think, nominate the robin. That
is presumably why the robin is such a common feature
on Christmas cards, typically perched on the snow
covered handle of a garden fork. The robin’s
popularity doubtless stems, in the main, from its
tameness; it will take worms from around the feet of
gardeners and can even be persuaded to enter houses
in search of tit bits or to take crumbs from the hand. It
has however been claimed that there is a historical
reason for the robin’s appearance on Christmas cards.
Prior to 1861 the uniforms of postmen were
predominantly red in colour and the men were given
the nick-name of “Robins™. The birds depicted in
carly Victorian Christmas cards represented, it has
been claimed, the postman delivering the cards.

After 18061, incidentally, postmen’s uniforms were
predominantly blue, with red collars and cuffs.
Whatever the origin of the depiction of the robin on
Christmas cards, some naturalists have reflected on the
irony of the association of seasonal peace and
goodwill with robins, a species that can be very
aggressive and quite capable of killing another of its
kind, even at Christmastime, in defence of its territory.
Robins have finished moulting by the end of August
and begin to establish their territories for the next
breeding season. Immature robins develop a red
breast during their first summer, so equipping them to
stake a claim to a winter territory. When threatening
rivals, the robin puffs out its red breast and sways
from side to side. Most unusually in the bird world,
the female robin also seeks to hold a territory in the
winter. In a locality where there are many robins
competing for a territory, fights will frequently break
out over the boundaries.

Both males and females proclaim their rights to the
ownership of a future breeding area by singing. The
robin’s winter song is rarely quite so rich and eloquent
as its spring one. 1t is usually plaintive in tone and
somewhat thin and wispy. Robins can often be heard
singing, on dark evenings around Christmas, in well -
lit town gardens and parks.

Many ornithologists take the view that, however
popular the robin may be on Christmas cards, it is the
mistle thrush that is the true native minstrel during the
festive season and the shortest days of the year. The
mistle thrush is so named because of its fondness of
mistletoe berries. It is much larger and greyer than
the song thrush and has strikingly bold spots on its
under parts. The song thrush scuttles across lawns,
rarely venturing far from cover. On the other hand,
the mistle thrush has a much more confident
demeanour and is to be typically seen on playing
fields, in search of worms, and bouncing across the
grass with a puffed out chest. The song thrush can
occasionally be heard singing at dawn during the
winter, particularly if the weather is mild.
if one hears a bird singing in wintry weather, from
high in the tree tops. it will almost certainly be a
mistle thrush. The bird perches on an exposed
branch, even when the wind is howling, hence its
alternative name of “storm cock”. The mistle
thrush’s song is loud and far carrying and consists of
repeated , fluting phrases. [t is similar to that of the
blackbird, one of our most accomplished songsters.
Like the robin, the mistle thrush is not averse to a bit
of aggression in defence of the territory which it
occupies well in advance of spring and the breeding
season. The thrush will often take control of any
holly tree or bush within its territory which has an
abundant supply of berries. It will fend off
encroachment by any other birds with calls that
constitute an uninviting mix of irritation and
aggression and which sound like an old football rattle.
Our largest thrush is capable of driving off even wood
pigeons and squirrels with fierce diving attacks.

Such jealous behaviour makes genetic sense for, as a
species, the mistle thrush is one of the earliest nesters
and those that reach February in tip- top condition will
get the best nesting sites and the choicest mates and
will, in due course, produce the biggest clutches.

Joe Ennis

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE HALL

If you would like to hold an event, please telephone
01634 262034 to speak to Ann. Kitchen facilities
available.

However,

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMEER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts

ISo call today for a great deal, peace of]
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
lMObile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY PLUMBING
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Fair Trader

Boarding
Cattery

Owner FAB trained I
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel 186263

76906

ahoo.co.uk

Email: ¢
Elspeth, Blind La

redhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR

8

RECULVER CHURCH

(Editor - In October 2013 we featured an old postcard
of the South View of Reculver on our front cover,
here we include a brief history of the area)

Reculver once occupied a strategic location at the
north-western end of the Wantsum Channel, between
the Isle of Thanet and the Kent mainland. This led the
Romans to build a small fort there at the time of their
conquest of Britain in 43 AD, and, starting late in the
2nd century, they built a larger fort, or "castrum",
called Regulbium, which later was part of the chain of
Saxon Shore forts.

In 669 AD an abbey, with a church dedicated to St
Mary, was built on the site. The Saxon church was
reused as a parish church after the Norman Conquest,
and extended during the 8th century. When it was
rebuilt in the 12th.century twin towers were added at
the west end.

Reculver declined in importance as the Wantsum
Channel silted up, and coastal erosion claimed many
buildings constructed on the soft sandy cliffs. The
village was largely abandoned in the late 18th century,
and most of the church was demolished in the early
19th century after a great storm in 1805 washed away
much of the cliff, so that the church's foundations were
only a few yards from its edge. It was decided to
demolish it, except for the towers, and build a new
church further inland on higher ground, using stone
from the original church. Trinity House purchased the
towers in 1809, repairing and underpinning them so
that they could continue to serve as a visible landmark
for sailors. Was it at this date that the shingles were
removed? Or did they simply rot away, leaving just
the framework of the spires seen on twentieth century
cards? According to several sources 'the spires of the
church became known as the "Twin Sisters”,
supposedly after the orphaned daughters of Geoftrey
St Clare' - but I have not been able to trace the said
Geoffrey.....

I have a postcard showing the church in 1800, still
complete, and with other buildings nearby.

The card was published by M.H. Holman, of Reculver
and Herne Bay, and has the following printed on the
reverse:

"According to tradition Ethelbert, first Christian King
of Kent, was buried here. Mr Green, incumbent of the
parish in 1695, mentions that an inscription in old
English records this event. Mr Weever says 'At the

upper end of the south isle in this church | saw a
monument of antique forme mounted with two spires,
wherein (as the inhabitants have it by tradition) the
body of one Ethelbert, a Saxon King who hath his
pallace royal here in Reculver, lieth entombed.”
Whatever value we may attach to this statement, it is
pretty certain that Ethelbert after resigning his palace
at Canterbury to St Augustine retired here. Kilburne
states 'Ethelbert the first Christian King of Kent, about
1060 years since, built a palace here for himself and
his successors.'
The nearby vicarage was also abandoned as the sea
encroached, and became the temporary premises of the
'Hoy and Anchor' when this inn was lost to the sea. A
new building with the same name was finished by
1809, but was renamed as the "King Ethelbert Inn" in
the 1830s.
Perhaps the origin of the 'King Ethelbert was buried
here' story is the fact that another Saxon king of Kent,
Eadberht I1, was buried at St Mary's Monastery in the
760s. The Christian king died in 616 AD.
RAD
CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
The Medway Branch of
Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research
Saturday February 22nd, 7.30 {doors open 7.00pm)
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham
Tickets ~ £5 per person (teams of 6) Licensed Bar
Contact ~ Dot 01634 864642

QUIZ NIGHT in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support
Millennium Centre, Rainham

Saturday February 22nd, 7.30pm start

£6 per person or (£40 for table of 8) Light
refreshments will be provided, but feel free to BYOB.
Call 07792 545853 or eohanlon@macmillan.org.uk

RAINHAM & DISTRICT DOLLS* HOUSE
and Miniaturist Group
Thursday February 27th, 7.30pm
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside.
Wigmore Gillingham
ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038 for details.
MEDWAY GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
Byron Primary School, Gillingham
Friday 28th February, 7.30 — 9.00pm
Nepal Adventure — Mile Collins
Everyone welcome please come on the evening or
contact Pat Meredith 01634 362683

* TREE MANAGEMENT
» CHIFPING

+ STUMP GRINDING

- PLANTING LINDSA

- MULCH

+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services P,
“gz:‘q‘*- HELP is on its way
"~ UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
il BOILER EXCHANGES
‘safel POWER FLUSHING

“PZ% LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey Dip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 26 years experience within Financial Services,

| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,

Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES 0OSN
Tel/lFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance. fregindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUﬁER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Vi | Decorators

EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

towards tf

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE

* Member of Gas Safety Register
* All Boiler Servicing &

Maintenance undertaken,

New Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights, sockets, fuse boards & full rewires

Free earthing bonding upgrade & _ .
with every fuseboard : somsnc f_n
(on production of this advert)
Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tuition Centre

Effective twition for children workin
I grammar school

selection tests in Medw: 1y and Kent
TG RUTLS

05602 538 882
(local call rates)

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

Do you have windows
or doors that...
Don't open or close pro
Have condensation inside th

Are draughty when closed
Conservatory roof leak?

01634 789025 /07950 76]06]

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & if)i\l RY
SPECTA

EAXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL COMMERCIALY
DOMUSTIC MAINTENANCE
Citv & Gulels
TOPQUALITY AT COMPETITTVE.

Institute of Carpenters

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

‘ MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations
Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MEB 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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Diary 2014

February 15th - Kent Wildlife Trust Walk, 10.00am
1.00pm, Meet Geoff Orton near The Ship Inn, Conyer
Creek ME9 9HR for a walk along the south bank of the
Swale, wear warm clothing and sturdy footwear, could
be muddy. Booking essential ring 07788 102238 or
email geotforton@hotmail.com

February 15th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 18th Jan)

February 15th — Instep Dancing. Rainham School for
(iill's Derwent Way, 8.00 — 11.00pm, for Ballroom

Latin — Sequence Dancing, details 01634 363738
s.collins02@@ btinternet.com

February 16th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geolf
07525161766, 10.00am car park Ightham Mote (NT)
for 6.5 mile walk Pub at end with lunches available.

February 16th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

10.00am, Meet Gill Smith 01622 710569 07999 858981

Paddock Wood Station car park (£1 fee) GR 671453
TINI2 6ER for 5.5 mile easy flat walk. No dogs
February 17th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 20th Jan)
February 17th — Rainham Evening WI, Birthday Party
Competition — Cup Cake any form, (see 20th Jan)
February 18th — Floral Art Group Arrangement using an
unusual/unconventional container, (see 21st Jan)
February 18th - The RSPB Medway Local Group, Talk,
Medway YOC 41 Years On - North Kent Birds, RSPB
& Saving Nature — Mike Clark. (see 21st Jan)
February 19th Wigmore Lecture, Rupert Matthews -
The Wreck of the Titanic, 8.00pm, Tickets £3.75,
Wigmore Library, 01634 337799
February 19th — Bredhurst Garden Club 7.30pm, Village
Hall, illustrated talk Dusty Miller * Pest Warfare’, new
members welcome ring 233554 for details.
February 20th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Life in England
1900-18 through postcards, Helen Allinson, (see 23rd
FFebruary 20th - Kent Wildlife Trust, 11.00am — 2.00pm,
Discover Wild Birds, Tyland Barn Visitors Centre,
Wear suitable clothing could get muddy, donation £3
per child, Booking essential, call 01622 662012

February 20th - Rainham Women's Institute, Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, 1.45 - 4.00pm,
Speaker on "Health & Beauty”, Visitors welcome for
small entry charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276

February 21st - Cash Bingo, Lower Halstow Memorial
Hall, School Lane 1.00 - 3.00pm Free Entry - £1.00 per
whole card game, all welcome

February 21st - Hempstead Village Fayre Group, Coneert,
Village Hall, 2.00pm. “Harmony™, Tickets £4 each,
includes tea & cake. Details or tickets Val Gorf 01634
230214, or email valeriegorf@ blueyonder.co.uk.

February 22nd - Quiz Night for Macmillan Cancer
Support, Millennium Centre, Rainham, 7.30 start. Light
refreshments, also BYO. £6 pp or £40 table of 8, call
07792 545853 or email eohanlon@macmillan.org.uk

FFebruary 22nd - Charity Quiz Night, Medway Branch of
Leukaemia & 1 _ymphoma Research 7. 30pm, Parkwood
Community Centre, Rainham, Tickets ~ £5 per person
(teams of 6) Licensed Bar, Contact Dot 01634 864642

February 23rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am. Meet Lindsay Floyd / Margaret Norman
07743 702049 07780 517785 Appledore Church, facing
Court Lodge Road, for 5 mile easy walk, 7 stiles.

February 23rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Pete/Kate
01634 232992, 10.00am Camer Park TQ650669 DA13
OXT for 5 mile walk, Pubs in Cobham village

February 24th - Kent Wildlife Trust, 7.30pm, Medway
Valley Reserves- an update, St Paul’s Church Hall,
Boxley Road, Maidstone ME14 2AN, Steve Weeks
brings the latest developments, Donation of £2.50
includes refreshments, Call Richard Jowett 01622
675002 for details

February 24th — Rainham Wives, Hardy Geraniums talk
by Jacqueline Aviolet, (see 20th Jan)

lebruary 26th - All Saints Women’s Fellowship, A Better
Life - Ad: i, (‘\L.\. 2nd Jan)

February 27th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service
followed by Singalong, (see 23rd Jan)

February 27th — Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, (see 30th Jan)

February 28th - Medway Geographical Society, ‘Nepal
Adventure” — Mile Collins, (see 24th Jan)

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service

01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

HFR Ltd: The Modern Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore. Fair Trader

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS
Professional Tree Care

All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Loeal Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

TREAT YOUR FEET

Vicki Leeds Foot Care
Home Visits, Nail Cutting,
Hard Skin Removal

Corn and Verruca Treatment.
£28 per session — discounts for couples
or follow up verruca treatment,

01634 850033 mob 07758 213 372

ZAMMIT
ROOFING,

!N_f LD\D\.\

J =Hie
Y:::Llr Local Reliable l'omractol
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

01634 372411
Iu!l‘lill:-‘ 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MEBS 8NS
srauien L] Domestic Installer

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544

www.mybrief.com

r|r||<u =

m bru,l _

KITCHEN

ANDY SHEPHERD DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

e, Bathrooms
£ '-',' Bedrooms Fair Trader
A0 Kitchens

TellFax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

X Call for a free quote.

X% Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.

-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Lln
Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics

Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Est. 1982

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

PAMPERED AND POLISHED
Gellux Manicures Pedicures Waxing
Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting Facials

Mandy 01634 370697 / 07849 276057
8 years qualified - Wigmore based

Diary 2014

March Ist - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 18th Jan)
March 2nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,10.00am,
Meet Mo Fleisig 07976 600393 Last Blean car park,
Hicks Forstal Road off' A291 for 6 mile moderate flat

walk, 1 small climb. No dogs.

March 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Brian/Linda
07708 033544, 10.00am Stanford B2068 Farthing
Common, limited car park. TR136403 CT18 8DH for
5.5 mile walk Bring picnic lunch for midway break.

March 3rd — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 20th Jan)

March 3rd — Rainham Wives, Ideas for Outings in 2014
with Kim, (see 20th Jan)

March 4th
(see 21st Jan)

March 4th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Age-proof
gardening — Malcolm Withnall, (see 4th Feb)

March 6th - Wigmore Thursday Club, And another thing |

meant to say................, Mel Rees (see 23rd Jan)
March &th - RAMASES, Peggy Dewey Lecture ‘Ramses

11l = Never a dull moment!” - John Dewey (see 25th Jan

March 9th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Graham
07989753278, 10.00am Public car park in Wye TN25
5SEG for 6 mile climb out of Wye through old college
and woods on to the downs. Bring picnic lunch for
midway break. Pub at end with lunches available.

March 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Patricia Daniels 07960 295164 (text message
only) Lower Upnor car park beyond Arcthusa Venture
Centre for 8 mile moderate walk. Bring snack lunch.

-

Security Installation L

and Maintenance

* CCTV & Intruder Alarms

= Fire Alarms

* Access Control

» Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711 082415

Total Security Services

Floral Art Group, Basic Shapes Workshop I,

March 9th - A Gentle Service for the Bereaved, 4.00p
Rainham Methodist Church, Station Road, A specia
service to think and pray for loved ones lost no mat
how long ago. Reading of names included, for furth
details or to include name of loved one(s) please
contact 01634 374231 or nisenut(@hotmail.com

March 10th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Grou
(see 10th Feb)

March 10th — Rainham Wives, Board Games and Nib|
(see 20th Jan)

March 10th - Medway Organ Club Concert, Organist
Steve Hubble, (see 10th Feb)

March 11th - Medway Antigue and Collectors', Histor
English Cathedrals — David Carder, (see 11th Feb)

March 12th - All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Fund
Raising Event, (see 22nd Jan)

March 13th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Birthday Tea
keyboard entertainment by Tom Macaulay, {see 231
Jan)

March 14th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society. Royal Interlude — Life in the Royal Housel
- Mr. P. Hartley, (sec 14th Feb)

March 15th - Craft and Produce Market, Millennium
Centre, Rainham, 9.00am - 12.30pm, Free entry,
Refreshments available. In aid of St. Margaret's
Church, contact Tony Andrews 01634 371941

March 15th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.0(
Meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438, Walking the
North Downs Way Section 12, Etchinghill, Tolsfor
Close, Westtield Lane CT18 8BU for a 8.5 hard wa
ring for details, No dogs.

March 15th — Instep Dancing, (see 15th Feb)

LW Decorating

20 years experience

For a professional and friendly service
Call Louis on 07792 24004

65 Norman Close, Wigmore, Kent MES 0TC

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gales made to measure,
Mowing weekly—Tfortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more Mo job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service)

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315
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V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service

Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available

email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAF
01634 263539

e plasterin

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822 S
Mob: 07897 498189 "

_Free Surveys & Quotes ;

Fair Trader




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

KICK START 2014 WITH A NEW
Year detox massage!
www.beauty-treats-at-home.co.uk

for enquiries and full treatment list.

Family Celebrant — Renewing of
Vows; hand fasting; naming
ceremonies. Yvonne 077 88 791 677

DIETS DONT WORK! Stop dieting
and start losing weight. For your free
no obligation wellness evaluation
contact today: 07881923603

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

(1634 370323 or 07817 825 859
PIANO / KEYBOARD LESSONS
All ages. Relaxed and reasonable. Pam
Ormiston 01634 365789,

MURALS DESIGNED & painted!
Brighten your home, workplace or
community. Artwork completed
promptly. Call Richard 07808 216 494

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
10 years experience.

Quality guaranteed, fully insured.
Call Richard on 07763 553 686
www.rellisrenovations.co.uk
WINDOW CLEANER

ECO Window Clean.

Experienced and reliable.

01634 778362 / 07880 700 409.
SEAMSTRESS. 25+ YEARS
experience. Alteration of Wedding ,
Bridesmaids & Prom Dresses. Also
other alterations. Call Inger Phillips
01634 230468 or 07867 974 846

IRON 4 U one full black sack
collected & delivered back to you.
£30.00.. Established for four years
Smoke free. Contact Shirley on

07752 224 478 or 01634 303985
Sparkles GLITTER PARTY.co.uk
Girls’ Pamper Parties 01634 376270.
Greenscape Garden & Ponds

All garden work & maintenance. Call
Sam 01634 318139 or 07749 872 970

John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5. Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648
PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07390 301 420,

Get help with New Year Resolutions
www.elizabethanne.co.uk

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

YOGA Classes /DANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634

317463 Website www.freed-om.co.uk

GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. All year round service.
Girass mowing, hedge cutting, weeding
& tidying. Established 10 years
Friendly service. 01634 378763.

TBF CARPENTRY SERVICES
Customised furniture for home or
garden, decking, and any houschold
carpentry jobs, including flat

pack furniture assembly / installation.
See www.thfcarpentry.co.uk

Ring 01634 306387 or 07824 430537
MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522/ 07930 378834,
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315 /07766 980 732

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial ete. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefterys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.
For free quote Tel 07591 563 114
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025/ 0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634234105/ 07866 315 471
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

MATHS TUITION to GCSE and

A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years® experience. 01634 234732,
GET SLIM FOR EASTER Slimming
World, Hempstead Infants School.
Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm. Call
370390 0r 0774 226 1053,

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings, First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

TUITION

Revision and support for:- GCSE
English and Maths, K52, 3 and 4
boosters, 11+. We cater for all abilities
from yr3 to yrl 1. We are fully
qualified, CRB checked teachers.
Contact 01634 712062/ 07921 636154
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutllns, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404.

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging, tidying.

01634 361505.

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
Na call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

MAN & VAN at competitive rates,
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427
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FUNERAL CELEBRANT — bespoke
ceremonies for all Funerals, green,
secular, burials and cremations.
Yvonne 077 88 791 677

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977,

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered technician.

Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails
01634 361720.

DISCO — professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
CINE FILMS& SLIDES transferred
to DVD. We also want old cine projectors
& films. 01634 230799,

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, T come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee,
WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small. Over 30 years”
experience, 07712 760 147

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I lam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seckers (3-
11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Friday Club
(school yearsl-5)6.15. Fri Club Extra
(vears 7-10) 7.30 Visitors welcome,
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187.

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Adtractive Setting -Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859.

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946005
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76373

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood’s book “150 Not Out™ is a
history of the club 1856 to 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by

Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps etc with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21 Station
Road, Rainham. For mail order please
call 01634 310011,

NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO?
Feeling sad, low, depressed or suicidal?
Ring Samaritans 01634 730981

7 days a week, 24 hours.

NEVER MISS AN AF copy date
Download and print the free 2014
Action Forum Year Planner from
www.thenet.uk.net. [t shows all the
copy dates and publication dates for
2014,

Raise maney for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—>5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill.

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Roofing Repairs/Strip & Re-tile
Fascias / Soffits / Guttering
Roof Windows/Skylights
Interior & Exterior Painting
Sheds / Decking / Handyman

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP Services RAINHAM

LADY

DECORATOR
Karen
Spooner B” i

Apprenticeship served i ‘%w

Fully qualified with
20 years ' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 2338415
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.,
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

Fair Trader

N
01 634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation
MEDWAY 374028
Mobile: 07810 583 882

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
Books, DVD'’s, Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices.
Ink Cartridges Now in Stock
Good Local History area of brand new books
All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday

Hallett’s .

Plumbing & safe

Heating Chris Hallett
CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MEB ONS

01634 370697 07711 362898

Est. 1971

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

oo astimatos osrore 016034 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL - We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

L R
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Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

: FREE NO
@J CRYSTAL | OBLIGATION
{17 CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD|  qriei it S0

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit B, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott
07515 630545 or 01634 360661

M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crysialcuriains. co uk, W: www crystalcurtains co uk

Jn time of

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masans

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY

Kent MES 8AR Car parking available

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directors

A private family owned and run business
* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

i)

» Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Kent MES SPW

Car parking available
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