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We Wish You a Happy Christm

Buffaloes G.L.E. annual Christmas party in the Co-op Hall, above the High Street Cooperative Store opposite the
church, in 1949. This picture appeared in The Chatham Observer on December 23rd. Mrs Hilda Matthews (nee
Latty) is second on the left sitting on the floor at the age of 3 years. Her parents James and Alice Latty with sister
Cynthia and brother Jim are also in the picture as is Margaret Barlow who in 1951 married Jim. The ‘Buffs’ as the
organisation was called met every Friday in Rainham Social Club, Station Road (now Rainham Cabs). Although
the Buffs still exists nationally we do not know of any local branch - unless you know differently!
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Editorial

At this time of year when we are full of excitement
and anticipation for the forthcoming festivities and in
the mood for giving charities make their appeals
hoping to raise enough money to keep afloat and
continue their work for another twelve months. The
British public are extremely generous even
contributing record sums to ‘Children in Need’
immediately following the urgent appeals for financial
help in the Philippines following the recent natural
disasters. Many of our readers also contribute
indirectly by giving their time to help with the
voluntary distribution of Action Forum. The money
that we save by this help enables us to give away our
surplus to charity. Once again we have sent £1.500 to
St Margaret’s Church, Rainham and the Parish of
South Gillingham to use as they think best and the
Kajiado Development Trust, who are building more
water storage tanks in Kenya, these truly do provide
the “water of life” in arid areas of the country and are
much appreciated. This brings the total we have
donated since the Millennium to £32.550. Thank you
everyone who helps each month — and has done over
the years — in July 2014 we will be producing our five
hundredth edition!

Our contents this month are of course dominated by
Christmas events. Sales and Fayres occupy the first
Saturday of December after which the organisers, who
are mostly parents of young children, are too busy
with their own arrangements but then the churches
take over and remind us of the real reason for all the
celebration. We include details of Carol Concerts,
Christingle and Christmas Services for some churches
but many more will be taking place in our area, so do
take a look at your church notice board and if you
wish spare an hour to pop along to a local service —
you will be made very welcome.

Pantomime is traditionally a part of our Christmas
entertainment and this month we include the
childhood memories of John Samson on the subject.
This year the Oasthouse Theatre are producing
Cinderella - surely the most evocative story of all,
much loved by little girls but equally suitable for
macho boys. If you have never been to a performance
by the Oasthouse Theatre perhaps now is the time as
they approach the end of the 50th anniversary year.
Whatever you do have a wonderful Christmas — get
out for a walk to burn off some of those calories if the
weather is good - and we will see you again in the

middle of January 2014 with our combined January /
February edition.

Correspondence

CAROL SERVICE
Dear Editor
Please could we, through Action Forum, invite people
to Rainham Bereavement Friendship Groups Carol
Service on Sunday 15th December at St Peters
Church, Bredhurst at 3.30pm. It is a simple service of
Readings and Carols with the chance for any one to
light a candle for their loved one if they would like.
Children are very welcome. For any further details
please contact Julie on 01634 364309.
Yours sincerely
Julie Sharp

UNUSED DRESSINGS
Dear Editor
My colleague Joyce Mitchell based in Strood (mobile
07587 778382) acts for a charity called Jacobs Well.
They would like any unused dressings even though
they may be out of date for use as part of overseas aid.
Currently these items are being dumped and chemists
will not pass them on if they are handed in. In some
countries it’s the difference between using a piece of
rag and a donated dressing.

Yours sincerely

John Colam

email john@colam.co.uk

HELP TO INSPIRE BUDDING ENTREPRENEURS
Dear Editor,

This is an plea to local businesspeople to help in
giving our 16-17 year-olds the opportunity to gain real
business experience and improve their business
understanding.

I'm a Business Advisor with Young Enterprise. From
its beginnings in Chatham in 1963, Young Enterprise
is now the UK’s largest business and enterprise
education charity. Every year 250,000 young people
aged between 4 and 25 learn about business and the
world of work in schools, colleges and universities.

In Young Enterprise’s flagship Company Programme,
some 30,000 15-19 year olds run their own real
companies for a year. They “learn by doing’, under the

guidance of a network of volunteer Business Advisors.

Many of the scheme’s alumni have gone on to
outstanding business success.

Each Business Advisor works with a single company
(with 6 - 25 participants but usually averaging about
10-12) to provide the knowledge and skills of how
business works — but without getting in the way of
letting the participants learn by doing it themselves,
and by making mistakes. It can often be demanding,
and sometimes frustrating, but is always rewarding.
The growth of Young Enterprise in the Maidstone and

Medway area means we need more Business Advisors.

The role suits both recent retirees with business
management experience, and business managers
looking to add a new dimension to their 5

experience. There’s more information at
www.young-enterprise.org.uk/support-us/volunteer/
what-volunteering-involves/
1f you think this might suit you, or you know of
anyone (retired or working) who might be interested,
contact me on 01634 389079 for more information.
David Kirk
Business Advisor Liaison

LIONS CLUB APPEAL

The Lions Club of Gillingham are about to lose the
garage in which we store our Christmas sleigh and are
looking for a garage/storage facility in the Rainham or
Gillingham area where we could house it when it is
not being used. If you are able to help please contact
Chris Iles on 01634 373840,

TALKING TOTS

We are hoping to start a new class at St Margaret's
Millennium Centre, on Monday mornings, called
"Talking Tots', to help pre-school children with their
language skills, development of confidence and to
pave the way for school. If you are interested please
contact the office on 01634 374038 Monday - Friday
between 9.00am — 1.00pm for more information.

CHRISTMAS ART FAIR

Cobbler EIf Gallery Christmas Art Fair, Saturday 14th
December - mulled wine and mince pies and a range
of affordable contemporary art; meet and greet the
artists from 2.00pm. Find the most unique and original

gift in Medway this Christmas. New work on show for

December with gallery open Monday - Saturday from
9.00am to 6.00pm. Gallery at 16 Station Rd, Rainham,
01634 386381 email Cobblereltfi@hotmail.co.uk or
find us on Facebook.

'CHRISTMAS MADSNESS'

Wigmore MADS annual Christmas Concert
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore
Saturday 14th December, 8.00pm

Tickets £6 (£5 concessions) from Sue 01634 370639,

HEMPSTEAD VALLEY CAROL CONCERT
Sunday 15th December, from 4.45pm
Sing your favourite carols with school children and
members of local churches, accompanied by the
Medway Band. All ages and faiths are welcome. The
centre will be open exclusively for the carol concert
with all stores closed during the event. The Medway
Band will be playing outside the centre (Argos main
entrance) all day on Sunday 15th December.

Berengrave Service Station

Car & Bike MOTs

Servicing — Repairs — Diagnostics

Clutches — Exhausts — Welding
Recovery Now Available :

666 Lower Rainham Road 01 634 23361 9

CAROL CONCERT
Rainham Ladies Choir with The UK Paper Band
Saturday 21st December, 7.30pm
The Royal Dockyard Church, Chatham
Raffle and refreshments in aid of
Marie Curie Cancer Care
Tickets £7 adults, £3 children under 12
Ring 01634 370797 or 613715 or email
secretary(@rainhamladieschoir.org.uk
CHRISTMAS AT ST MARGARET’S RAINHAM
December 16th - 21st Christmas Tree Festival
December 22nd - Carols by Candlelight 6.30pm
December 24th - Christmas Eve Crib Services
1.30 and 4.00pm
Midnight Mass 11.30pm with Carol Singing from
11.00pm
December 25th - Christmas Day Family Communion
9.30am

BEEKEEPING COURSE
Ideal for potential beekeepers, those just interested and
anyone who cares about the environment.
No previous knowledge needed.

The syllabus follows that of the British Beekeepers’
Association and is led by a qualified and experienced
tutor from Medway Beekeepers® Association.

To be held Saturdays, 10.00am — 12noon
for 10 weeks commencing 18th January
Methodist Church Hall, Station Road, Rainham
Further details from Pat Clare 01634 233748
or patclare89@me.com

BEREAVEMENT GROUP
For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one, the
support group starts on
Wednesday 22nd January, 1.00pm
Wigmore Evangelical Free Church, Durham Road,
This is a 13 week series
Contact 01634 788546 or 07986 699785
for further information

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
#*Conservatories — designed and built
eUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
eMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881/ 07973860369

FENSA MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

WE CARE FOR YOU IN YOUR OWN HOME
From short daily visits to full live-in care
BLUEBIRD CARE
provides a realistic alternative to
residential care
01634 780909

www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/medway




Diary 2013

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

af@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MER 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 7th January

December 7th - Christmas Fayre, Miers Court PTFA
11.00am — 2.00pm, Everyone welcome.,

December 7th - Christmas Fayre 2.00 — 4.00pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall, Entry 50p adults, free under 15.

December 7th — Christmas Gift Fair, Medway Charities
Together, 9.30am — 12.30pm, St Margaret’s
Millennium Centre, details 01634 819649

December 7th - Medway Singers Carol Concert, St
Augustine’s Catholic Church, 7.30pm, Admission £5

December 7th - Barnardo’s Quiz Night, 7.30pm start,
Twydall Church Hall, 01634 233405

December 7th - Charity Barn Dance, In aid of HANDS,
7.30pm, Parkwood School, £8 pp 01634 815430

December 7th - Medway Folk Dance Club, 7.30 —
10.00pm, Christmas Dance, United Reformed Church
Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham. New / experienced
dancers welcome, with or without a partner, for details
ring 01634 366189 or 388546.

December 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike,
10.00am car park near Wrotham church. TQ611592
TNI15 7AR 5 mile short gradual uphill, food at end.

December 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet John Trebill 01634 244045 Bluebell Hill
picnic site for 6 mile easy walk through Nashenden
Valley. one steep climb, good views, Dogs allowed.

December 8th - Come and Sing Christmas Raising Funds
for Children’s Hospice Holidays, St Matthew’s Church,
Wigmore Rehearsal 3.00pm, Concert 7.30pm details
Ann Livings 01634 379139 aap(@livings.eclipse.co.uk

December 9th — Monday Hub, St Pauls Church,
Parkwood, 10.00am — 12.30pm, light refreshments,
conversation, games etc. All welcome 01634 230780

December 9th — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens
Church Hall, Maidstone Road. Chatham, alternate
Mondays 2.00 — 4.30pm details 01634 230500

December 9th — Parkwood Leisure Club, Carol Service -
St Mathews, 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members welcome
ring 01634 366056 or 373594 for details.

December 9th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh Run,
Hempstead (Bamcroft o Kingsdown), 6.00 — 8.15pm

December 9th - Medway Organ Club Concert, Parkwood
Community Centre. 7.00pm for 7.30, finishing 10.00pm
For more details ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

December 9th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham 8.00pm, Christmas Quiz,
Carols and Mince Pies, New members welcome, £1.50
per visit includes refreshments, details 01634 230639,

December 9th — Wigmore W1, Christmas Meeting, 4th
birthday party and entertainment, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, 7.30pm, Visitors
welcome, Ring 01634 263405 for details.

December 9th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, to help people still in
employment who have lost a loved one, join us for a
cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634 364309 for details

December 10th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Hempstead (Coppergate to Everglades) 6 — 8.15pm

December 11th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike,
9.30am commuter car park, just north of Bredhurst.
TQ799629 MER 0LU for a 8 mile to Maidstone - Linear
(Bus Pass) walk mainly down hill, Bring snack, plenty
of pubs or cafes in Maidstone. Don't forget Bus Pass

December 11th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Fairview area 6.00 — 8.15pm

December 1 1th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm Village Hall,
Wil Lower - Behind the scenes of TV’s Golden Years,
ring 11634 389966 for more details.

December | 1th - All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Christmas at Home,
details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

December 12th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Carols and
Readings for Christmas, St Matthew’s Community
Centre, 2.00pm, for over 50s, ring 01634 235507.

December 12th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Village
Hall, behind All Saints Church, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Games,
Tea and Chat, new members welcome 01634 366907.

December 12th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Parkwood (Campleshon to Beke) 6.00 — 8.15pm

WATERCOLOUR and CALLIGRAPHY
Beginners and Improvers
One Day Courses in 2014
Phone Jacky for details 01622 861983
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk
Gift Vouchers available

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator
# Plastering # Tiling

reg. 206985

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord cernheates.

Established 30 years Service, repair and « PVC FASCIA | SOFITS
NO JOB TOO SMALL mstallation of gas central « FULL REPAIR SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES lheating, boilers, fires, gas and For a prompt reliable service
clecirie cookers. 01634 710539

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING

07884 180595

engquines@al-roofing-services co.uk

4

December 13th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Parkwood (Capel to Sedley) 6.00 — 8.15pm

December [3th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for a cuppa and chat ring 01634 364309.

December 13th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Byron School, Byron Road, Gillingham,
7.15pm, Civil War Film, information 01634 854982

December 13th — Christmas Fayre, Parents and Friends of
Holywell School, Upchurch, 2.00 — 4.30pm, Traditional
Stalls plus Pupils Enterprise Initiative, Draw tickets
50p, all welcome do come and join in the fun

December 14th - Rainham South Councillors' Surgery,
Parkwood Community Centre from 9.30am - 12 noon.
No appointment necessary.

December 14th - Cobbler EIf Gallery 16 Station Road,
Rainham, Christmas Art Fair, meet artists 2.00pm.

December 14th - Wigmore MADS, Present our annual
Christmas concert 'Christmas Madsness', Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore 8.00pm, Tickets £6 &
£5 concessions from Sue 01634 370639.

December 14th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, 7.30 — 11.30pm, Christmas Dance
ticket only, 01634 363738 s.colins02@btinternet.com

December 14th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (7th Dec).

December 15th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony
and Ann 01634 406634, 10.00am Trosley Country
Park (Pay and Display). TQ632610 TN15 7IW for a 6.6
mile walk, Bring picnic lunch for midway break.

December 15th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Graham Starkey 01634 371948 07963
141390 Harrietsham Station (charges apply) for a 5.5
mile walk, long gentle climb up with a short steep
descent towards the end of the walk, No dogs.

December 15th - Hempstead Valley Carol Coneert, from
4.45pm with school children and members of local
churches, accompanied by the Medway Band. All ages
and faiths are welcome.

December 15th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Groups, Carol Service, St Peters Church, Bredhurst,
3.30pm. Children very welcome, details 01634 364309

December 16th — 21st - St Margaret’s Church, Rainham,
Christmas Tree Festival

December 16th — Monday Hub, (see 9th Dec).

December 16th — Parkwood Leisure Club, St Paul’s
Church, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Christmas Service, Party Bring

and Share, new members welcome ring 01634 366056,

December 16th - Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Kenilworth area 6.00 — 8.15pm

December 16th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham, Christmas
Party’, competition - Candles, ring 01634 262577

December 17th - Dementia Calé, St Paul's Church, Long
Catlis Road, 1.00 - 3.00pm. A friendly and supportive
meeting place for people with Dementia and their
carers. Lveryone welcome, free refreshments available
more information Sylvia Wolfson 07557 111060 or
email sylvia.wolfson@alzheimers.org.uk

December 17th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Hempstead (The Rise area) 6.00 — 8.15pm

December 17th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 - 9.45
pm £3.00. Flights of Fancy — Brian Nobbs. For Walks
see www.rspb.org.uk./groups/medway.

December 18th - Hempstead Active Retirement
Association (HempstARA) Scout Hall, Duke's Meadow
Drive, Hempstead, 2.00pm.

December 18th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Lower Beechings area 6.00 — 8.15pm

December 18th - Wigmore Lecture, Jane Peyton - School
of Booze, 8.00pm, £4.75 (includes seasonal
refreshments) Wigmore Library, 01634 337799

December 19th - Rainham Women's Institute 1.45 -
4.00pm, Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road,
Christmas Meeting, Visitors welcome for small entry
charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details

December 19th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Informal
Meeting, (see 12th Dec).

December 19th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Twydall (Waltham to Begonia) 6.00 — 8.15pm

December 20th — Gillingham Lions Club Santa Sleigh
Run, Twydall (Staplehurst to Crundale) 6.00 — 8.15pm

December 20th - Winter Solstice with Jane Marvell,
7.30pm. An ancient celebration to welcome the return
of the Sun. Candles, evergreens, magical celebration.
The Centre, Farthing Corner, MES 8PQ)
www.thecentre-mindbodyspirit.co.uk next to
Travelodge

December 21st - Granary Evangelical Church, Oasthouse,
Granary Close, Rainham - Christmas Carol Service
3pm, free coffee & mince pies. Ring 01634 310959,
Transport available www.granary-church.org.uk

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

e TV Acrials/Freesat
Systems Installed
e Extra TV/SKY Points
e TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances set up

Call Nick 07949 588464
Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SERVICES
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Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area

of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

[for cats only.

4 completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation, FAB accredited care

provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment,

Contact: Nichols

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge, comy
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com




. . | THE RAINHAM PAROCHIAL CHARITY GILLINGHAM LIONS CLUB, SLEIGH RUNS
Craniosacral TheraPISt [ Are you a resident of the Ecclesiastical Parish of St Each evening starts at 6.00pm and should finish
Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including: | Margaret’s Rainham? at approximately 8.15pm

CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTE

N R Accounts neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches The Charity is able to make small grants to those in ~ Monday 9th Hempstead - Barncroft, Hempstead,
Kent MES 7EG Tax stress & anxiety need who live in the Parochial area. They are unable Almond ,Magdalen, Lavenda, Birch, Plumtree,

Book-keeping

+  Payroll

to make grants in areas which are the responsibility  Medlar, Cedar, Kingsdown

of the statutory State Benefits but may be able to Tuesday 10th Hempstead - Coppergate, Evergreen,
assist those who have incurred unforeseen expenses  Shepherdsgate, Honey, Lamplighters, Cobblestone,
which are not covered by the benefit system. Are Horseshoe, Old Barn, Greenfinches, Everglades

you involved in an organisation or project which is ~ Wednesday 11th Fairview - Foulds, Primrose,

for the benefit of residents of the Ecclesiastical Magnolia, Clematis, Norman, Woodside, Bredhurst
Parish of Rainham? Thursday 12th Parkwood - Campleshon, Wood,
The Charity Commission gave approval for any Queendown, Lineacre, ldenwood, Hallwood, Donet,
surplus income to be given to other organisations Dixwell, Long Catlis, Readscroft, Beke

and or projects which are for the benefit of those Friday 13th Parkwood - Capel, Gunnis, Gladwyn,
living in the area. This year the surplus funds stand  Culpepper, Conrad, Chipstead, Long Catlis,

at £1000. The trustees of the Charity invite Hawbeck, Roper, Sedley, Deanwood

applications from those eligible. Further information Monday 16th Kenilworth - Windermere, Sandown,
and application forms may be obtained from the Hon Sunningdale, Wimbourne, Tanker, Gayhurst
Secretary, Mr K Stevens, 10, School Lane, Lower ~ Tuesday 17th Hempstead - The Rise, Sandy Dell,
Halstow, Sittingbourne, ME9 7ET 01795 844304  Hadleigh. Landor, Lambsfrith, Martin, Houghton,
CINDERELLA Blowers, Lullingstone, Marquis, Copperpenny

The Golden Anniversary season at the Oasthouse Wednesday 18th Lower Beechings - Eastcourt,
theatre continues with some great entertainment. Littlebourne, Bishopsbourne, Kennington,

Why not pop along and see: Cinderella by Alan P~ Brabourne, Rolvenden, Ruckinge, Boughton

Frayn in association with Stage Right Creative Ltd - Thursday 19th Twydall - Waltham, Elham,

A traditional family pantomime. Performances are Lyminge, Bodiam. Sturry, Herne, Blean,

on: January 10.11.17.18.23.24.2531 & | February ~ Patrixbourne, Detling, Hawthorn, Begonia

at 8.00pm with matinees every Saturday at 2.00pm  Friday 20th Twydall - Staplehurst, Goudhurst, Ash,
and 5.00pm Leeds, Charing, Lynsted, Bearsted, Crundale

Ihib C]ﬁbblc j‘i‘l{l"}: la]ﬂ. is bl‘Ollgh.T: to life b‘y the BABY MASSAGE COURSE

_Ramham Iheatrln:"al Society. \_;}*111 poor Cinders make January 20th, 27th & February 3rd

it to the ba'l] or \x‘-'ull her Ug[)j Step Sisters prevent her " 10.00 — 11.00am

from meeting Prince Charming. Can her fairy St Paul’s Church, Parkwood

Tel: 11634 375222
Fax: 01634 371318
E Mail: adminajadaccountants.co.uk = Audit

= Associated Services

Sharon Cresswell RCST
01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456

www. jadaccountants.co.uk Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Qudified technicion, Relerences avoilable

DOI T4U home improvements|handyman

Bathrooms e Clackrooms e Kitchens e Tiling  Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring #Lighting » Blinds
Small jobs welcome!
Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doit4u.org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NQ JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
Mo solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG Eﬁg

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations

CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUII.DERS

) EXT
AYa -1 ol BATED SONLEC

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

<eerr. Bookings Only ........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Beauty Room
Wigmare—Est 15 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexalogy—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with.
Bowen Therapy, NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk

Godmother save the day or is she destined to stay at
home with Buttons? To find out you'll have to come
along to the Oasthouse Theatre...oh yes you will.
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

£5 for the 3 week course including oil & hand-outs
To enrol contact Elaine Wheeler 01634 379360 or
email babymassage(@the139club.co.uk
The 139 Club is a charity run by the parish
for the support of families

¢ Neat Feet (4
Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:

D1634 322591

e Plumbing
1 121 & Heating

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer
Installation = Maintenance » Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms * All general plumbing
+ Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No. 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

NEED A NEW PATIO? |
Crazy Paving - Sandstone - Cobbles - Concrete |
Free Quotes - Best Prices
Call 01634 616992
07921 856 214

email: info@thecrazypaver.com

ASTER 2
LARMS @

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS
Alarms—CCTV-Access Control

www.masteralarms.com Fair Trader

mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR NOVEMBER

One naturalist has written that the almost ideal
conditions of late spring, when flowers were not
frosted. were followed by sufficient moisture to ensure
a bumper crop of fruit, nuts and berries this year. The
Woodland Trust has reported that the autumn leaf
colours arrived two weeks later than usual. but the
weather conditions were ideal for glorious displays of
red leaves. This news prompted me to visit, in early
November, the Ragstone Hills near Sevenoaks. Oak
and beech trees dominate the woodland spread across
the Hills although birch, ash, sweet chestnut and other
trees are also present. From the high, southern
escarpment of the Ragstone Hills, there are spectacular
views towards the High Wealds of Kent and East
Sussex. including the high ground of Ashdown Forest.
I decided to visit the three hamlets on that escarpment,
namely, Ide Hill, Toys Hill and Crockham Hill.

After motoring through Sevenoaks, I arrived at Ide
Hill, which sits in an ancient landscape of irregular
shaped fields. | noticed that some of the field hedges
were laden with hawthorn berries. sloes and rose hips.
The bright yellow leaves of field maple trees stood out
in the Autumn sunshine. The houses and other
buildings at Ide Hill are mainly set around the village
green and they include the spiky, little Victorian
church of St Mary the Virgin, the highest church in
Kent. Whilst strolling near the church I disturbed a
small flock of chaffinches feeding on the squashed
kernels of fallen beech mast that had been run over by
passing traffic. Whilst in the vicinity of a group of
oaks trees, [ could both see and hear a couple of jays.
They were collecting acorns and flying off to bury
them. Whilst I was watching the birds’ activities, a
group of ramblers filed by on a nearby section of the
Greensand Way.

I subsequently headed for Toys Hill through extensive
woodland, passing the Fox and Hounds Inn, which
stands in splendid isolation by the road side, at almost
800 feet above sea level. 1 also passed some cyclists
kitted out in colourful outfits, as if for the Tour de
France. Doubtless the steep roads of the Ragstone
Hills are a test of their climbing ability. The woods at

Toys Hill were devastated in the Great Storm of
October 1987 but, since that time, they have shown a
remarkable regeneration. Having parked my car, 1
took a walk in the woods, which are popular with dog
walkers and mountain bikers. 1 came across holly,
rowan and white beam trees laden with berries. The
storm laid flat many ancient, pollarded beech trees.
The few that survived were sporting golden. yellow
leaves. The buzzing of insects drew my attention to
festoons of ivy covered in tiny, yellow flowers.
Wasps, bees and flies were feeding on the nectar of
the flowers. prior to their hibernation. The hamlet of
Toys Hill consists of just a few houses. On
Puddleduck Lane I stopped at Octavia Hill’s Well to
admire the views to Crowborough Beacon and
beyond.

On the way to Crockham Hill I called in at Chartwell
for refreshment. The house is, of course, the former
home of Sir Winston Churchill and is now owned by
the National Trust. It being a sunny day during the
half term holiday, the restaurant was full of parents,
grandparents and children. Some of the latter, shod in
wellingtons, were clutching sticks and autumn leaves.
The National Trust are, quite rightly, actively
encouraging children to be brought to their properties.
As | sat there eating my carrot cake, I wondered how
many of the thousands of visitors to Chartwell know
that one of the three founders of the National Trust, a
lady, lies buried, not far away, under a yew tree in a
country churchyard.

I'went to Crockham Hill, not only to enjoy the views.
but also to visit two buildings, the first being Holy
Trinity Church. It is in the churchyard of that church
that Octavia Hill is buried. It was widely considered
that she deserved to be buried in Westminster Abbey,
but she chose a quiet Kentish churchyard. Octavia
campaigned tirelessly to save the vanishing open
spaces around London and to improve the conditions
in London’s slums. She was one of the three foundi ng
members of the National Trust in 1895 and it was due
to her efforts that certain open land in the Ragstone
Hills, including some at Ide Hill and Toys Hill, was
acquired for the Trust. The second building I went to
see was Crockham Hill House which was, for many
years, a youth hostel, where ramblers and cyclists

TAURUS LOCKS
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE, 24 hour call out

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Fair Trader 4634 301711 |
Mob 07976 438435

MEDWAY PLUMBINEJ

Boarding
Cattery

Owner FAB trained 1)
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please

www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk

T 634 386263

hursti@yahoo.co.uk
edhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

Lane,

Elspeth, Blind
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could stay the night. The brass bell at the front door,
complete with a short rope attached to the clapper, is
still there, as is the bike shed with a turquoise blue
door. Ramblers and cyclists still enjoy the fresh air of
the Ragstone Hills, as I discovered on my visit. Those
who need overnight accommodation have a good
choice of bed and breakfast places. They no longer
can, or need to sleep in bunks in single sex dormitories
and help with the chores before leaving.
Happy YHA days!

Joe Ennis
MEMORIES of CHRISTMAS PANTOMIME
With Christmas almost upon us it will be difficult for
most parents with small children to even think about
the pantomime season. However, the Panto season is
fast approaching and the Rainham Theatrical Society
(RaTS) are in full rehearsal with what promises to be a
hilarious production of Cinderella.
The mere mention of the word Pantomime and I am
once again a child taken back to the 1940s when as a
small boy of 5 or 6 years old I was introduced to the
colours and wonders of the Pantomime. My Granddad,
a retired regimental Sergeant Major of the Royal
Horse Artillery, belonged to the Radical Club in
Albany Road just off of the Old Kent Road in SE
London, and about this time each year he would
purchase three tickets for the forthcoming Pantomime
for his grandchildren at half a crown each (twelve and
a half pence) - a lot of money in those days. The
Radical Club went back to the 1800s and had a wide
wooden staircase leading up to a large hall graced by a
full size stage with the most beautiful fire/safety
curtain I had ever seen. This depicted a beautiful
garden with a large fountain in the centre that
fascinated my young eyes and the memory of which
has stayed with me all my life.
There were not many houses left standing in my part
of war torn London which was very close to a railway
goads yard, a canal and about a mile from the London
docks, let alone beautiful gardens. The Hall would fill
with 400 to 500 yelling and shouting children until the
beautiful fire screen lifted and the curtains opened.
Then as if by magic silence descended as Buttons or
another character took the stage and the story began. |
wonder how many of those children lost their young
hearts to Cinderella or Little Red Ridinghood or any
of Principal girls of Panto Land. I know I did and
come to that still do. We would boo the villain and

gustily sing the songs even making up our own words
such as Daisy doats and dosy doats and little landsy
divey and with all those young voices it sounded right
even if it wasn’t. After the Panto had ended each child
was given an apple and orange and a small bag of
sweets as they left which was a big treat in hard times.
For those children that did not have a granddad there
was the chance on Saturday mornings of queuing to
see the Pantomime for six pence. even this was not
easy to find for some poor souls.
So what has changed as [ wait anxiously for the box
office to open to book our tickets for Cinderella? Well
nothing really, I may have snow on the roof and not so
fast on my pins and that bloke Arthur Rightus may
have called. But I shall be there at the Oast House
Theatre cheering Buttons (Andy Stringer and Kathy
West) and falling in love with Cinderella (Carly Caller
and Lauren Feekings) and laughing fit to bust at all the
wonderful goings on. So if you are sitting next to a
man in his second childhood why don’t you join him
and boo and hiss. You will feel years younger when
you go home. Maybe I will see you there but don’t
delay these tickets go faster than hot cakes.

John Sansom

01634 371140

MAKE-DO AND MEND
Christmas on the Home Front
Royal Engineers Museum Library & Archive
14th - 15th December, 10.00am — 4.00pm
Find how Christmas was celebrated during the Second
World War. Listen to the Royal Christmas Message
radio broadcast by King George in 1939. Watch
‘Medway Lindy Hoppers’ dance in the style of the
1940s, participate in the fun. Observe cooking with
rationed food. Visit *Sapper Christmas’ and receive a
traditional toy (additional cost £2.50). Make vintage
home-made decorations. Listen to a choir singing
classic Carols. Turn your hair into a 1940s up-do hair
style. Listen to fashion historian Lee Ault, talk
“Rationed fashion: Clothes of the 1940s’. Browse in
our vintage market, Normal admission prices apply.
Ticket valid for 12 months on gift aided entrance,
CANCER RESEARCH
The Cancer Research Coffee Morning held at
Macklands House on October st raised the grand total
of £255.20p. Thank you everyone for your kind
donations which help with vital research and for
making the morning such a success

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

alanmne " LINDS A
. FIREWC & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

+ FIREWOOD

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services Itn /

Reg No HELP is on its way
6629

UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
A | POWER FLUSHING
" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EEM.E

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey pip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

CARPENTRY =

DECORATING -

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

PROBLEM SOLVING + DECKING

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

[) ./ Builders &
/1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

.

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
Member of Gas Safety Register
All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,

New Systems Fitted
Landlord Gas Safety Reports

= Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &

Serviced
24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights, sockets, fuse boards & full rewires

Free earthing bonding upgrade mI
with every fuseboard
(on production of this advert)
Call John of Wigmore
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

DOMESTIC
INSTALLER L.—I

Part P compliant

11+ Preparation

Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

Eftective tuition for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent

05602 ‘538 882

'Window Fix Direct

Do you have windows
or doors that.
t open or close properly?
Have condensation inside the unit?
Are draughty when closed?
Conservatory roof leak?

0] 634 789025 /07950 761061
www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL COMMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Gualds /' Institute of Carpenters

TOPQUALITY AT (t’)lﬁ’! Tt
RATES

MR ARCHER — Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations
Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MES 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798

10

Diary 2013 - 14

December 21st - Carol Concert Rainham Ladies Choir

with The UK Paper Band, 7.30pm The Royal Dockyard

Church, Chatham, Raffle and refreshments in aid of

Marie Curie Cancer Care, Tickets £7 adults, £3 children

under 12 Ring 01634 370797 or 613715 or email
secretary(@rainhamladieschoir.org.uk

December 21st - Quiz Night, Oasthouse Community
Centre, 7.30pm, Admission £2, Members £1.50, Rolls
available 60p, details 01634 710553

December 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim,
10.00am, Otford village car park. TQ526594 TN14
5PQ for a 5 mile walk following the Darenth valley
Picnic lunch midway, pub and tea room at the end.

December 22nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977
614033 Hunton Village Hall for a 4.75 pleasantly
undulating walk with good views, Dogs allowed.

December 22nd - Candlelit Christmas service, 6.30pm,
£5, The Centre, (see 20th Dec).

December 22nd - St Margaret's Church, Rainham, Carols

by Candlelight 6.30pm, all welcome.

December 23rd — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 9th Dec).

December 24th — St Margaret’s Church, Rainham,
Christmas Eve Crib Services, 1.30 and 4.00pm,
Midnight Mass 11.30pm with carols from 11.00pm

December 25th - St Margaret's Church, Rainham,
Christmas Day Family Communion 9.30am

December 25th - Granary Evangelical Church, Christmas
Day Service 10.30am, (see 21st Dec).

December 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Peter
and Ann 01634 718895, 10.00am, at far end of Lower
Upnor just past the Arethusa Centre. TQ716726 ME3
T1Q for a 5.5 mile walk

December 29th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Gill Smith 01622 710569 07999 858981
Oldbury Hill car park Styants Bottom Road, oft A25
between Ightham and Sevenoaks for a 4.5 mile hilly,
woodland walk, No dogs.

January 9th

December 315t — Instep Dancing, New Years Eve Dance
ticket only (see 14th Dec).

January 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geoft’
07525161766, 11.00am French Hospital / La
Providence, Rochester High Street 1.5 mile gentle walk
around Rochester suitable for push chairs. Pub at end.

January 2nd — Wigmore Thursday Club, Members and
Helpers only for this meeting commencing 1.00pm

January 4th - Medway Folk Dance Club, New Year
Dance, (see 7th Dec).

January 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim,
10.00am at Challock community centre. TRO11505
TN25 4AU for a 9 mile walk through Kings Wood

January 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Roger Norman, 01634 232404 07941 965272
Ightham Sports Field car park right hand side A25 one
mile past Borough Green TN15 9AJ for a moderate 5
mile walk, parts muddy it wet and a few steps, No dogs.

January 5th - Sunday service with special guest medium
Tracey Fance, 6.30pm. Healing available (20th Dec).

January 6th — Parkwood Leisure Club, Tea and Chat, (see
16th Dec).

January 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike,
10.00am just north of Wrotham village (Old London Rd
a dead end). TQ608597 TN15 7EA for a 7 mile walk to
the top of the Downs, Choice of pubs at end.

January 8th - All Saints Women's Fellowship, Quiz Nite

- bring drink and nibbles - £1, (see 1 1th Dec).
- Wigmore Thursday Club, Memoirs of a
Military Musician, John Tice, (see 12th Dec).

January - 10th.11.17.18.23.24.25.31 & st Feb — Qast

House Theatre, Cinderella by Alan P Frayn traditional
family pantomime, 8.00pm, matinees every Saturday
2.00 & 5.00pm, Box Office 0844 8793224 or
wwiw.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

January 10th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History

Society, Hidden London - [an Porter, (see 13th Dec).

January 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet John

07879857307, 10.00am at Ightham Mote, Mote Road,
Ivy Hatch. (Car park L]I-.UL.L, 10‘5843 35 TNI5S ONT
for a 12 mile circular walk, Bring picnic lunch for
midway break.

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
" Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.

Professional Reliable Service

01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modemn Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trader

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANCPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS
01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanaging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

TREAT YOUR FEET

Vicki Leeds Foot Care
Home Visits, Nail Cutting,
Hard Skin Removal

Corn and Verruca Treatment.
£28 per session = discounts for couples
or follow up verruca treatment.

01634 850033 mob 07758 213 372

ZAMMIT
ROOFIN

SLATING & TILING - LEADW!
CHIMNEY ST; D

UPVC

NQO JOB TO( LLORTO G
Your Local Reliable Contractor

James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
. 01634 372411

b el 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MEB 8NS

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544 Cmy brief

www.mybrief.com soticiTons

pomesTic 7
Domestic Installer
KITCHEN

|““ll!'|:
DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

s, Bathrooms
 Comemnx Bedrooms Fair Trader
Kitchens
TellFax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

/i Call for a free quote.

¢ B¥¥8 Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Website: www.linwoodhe.com LinWOOd

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Est. 1982

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

PAMPERED AND POLISHED
Gellux Manicures Pedicures Waxing
Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting Facials

Mandy 01634 370697 / 07849 276057
8 years qualified - Wigmore based

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier|
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Fatios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gales made o meastre,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service)

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266
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Diary 2014

January 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony and
Ann 01634 406634, 10.00am at Horsmonden village
green opposite pub (Gun & Spitroast Pub parking for
patron's only). TQ700405 TN12 §HT for a 5 mile
circular walk to the east of Horsmonden Bring picnic
lunch for midway break. Pub at end with lunches.

January 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet John Williams, 01622 Westerham car
park off A25TN16 1'TD for a moderate 5 mile walk
theme Wolfe and Churchill, dogs allowed.

January 13th - Medway Organ Club Concert, Organist -
Ben Scott-Hyde, (see 9th Dec).

January 13th — Parkwood Leisure Club, Bingo, (16th Dec

January 13th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group
to help people still in employment who have lost a
loved one, (see 9th Dec).

January 13th — Rainham Wives, New Year Party,(9th Dec

January 14th - Medway Antique and Collectors’ Club,
Londen — Stranger than Fiction — George Wildridge, St
George Hotel, Chatham, 8.00pm v isitors welcome
medwayantiquespublicity 1 @virginmedia.com

January 15th - Wigmore Lecture, Claire Langhamer -
The English in Love, 8.00pm Tickets £3.75, Wigmore
Library, 01634 337799

January 16th - Rainham Women's Institute, Speaker
on "Care in the Community", (see 19th Dec).

January 16th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Haunted
Rochester, Neil Amold, (see 12th Dec).

January 18th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

Security Installation
and Maintenance

* CCTV & Intruder Alarms

= Fire Alarms

= Access Control

» Automated Gates/Barriers

3
\ 5\
N—"
t 01634 387762
m 07711082415

Total Security Services

10.00am, meet Stephen Manning, 07551 712438,
Charing Village car park off School Road TN27 0JN
Walking the North Downs Way section 10, for a hard
9.5 mile walk, No dogs.

January 18th - Beekeeping Course, 10 week course,
10.00am — 12noon, Methodist Church Hall, Station
Road, Further details from Pat Clare 01634 233748 or
patclare89@me.com

January 18th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 7th Dec).

January 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Ray,
10.00am at Capstone Park lower car park (by the lake)
TQ778654 ME7 3]G for a 4.5 mile walk. Pub at end.

January 19th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet David Brown, 01634 373833 Camer
Country Park car park DA13 0XT for a moderate/easy
4.75 mile circular walk generally flat, muddy if wet

January 20th, 27th & Feb 3rd - Baby Massage Course, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood, 10.00 — 11.00am, £5 for
course, contact Elaine Wheeler 01634 379360 or email
babymassage(@the139club.co.uk

January 20th — Parkwood Leisure Club, New Years Party,
(see 16th Dec).

January 20th — Rainham Wives, Bingo With a Difference,
(see 9th Dec).

January 22nd — Bereavement Group, | .00pm,
Wigmore Evangelical Free Church, Durham Road,
details 01634 788546 or 07986 699785

January 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim,
10.00am at Otford village car park. TQ526594 TN14
5PQ for a & mile walk Picnic lunch, pub /tea room end.

January 22nd - All Saints Women's Fellowship, A Fun
Music Presentation - John Pearce, (see 11th Dec).

LW Decorating

20 years experience

For a professional and friendly service
Call Louis on 07792 240041

65 Morman Close, Wigmore, Kent MES 0TQ

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enguiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

s Dlaster ing‘

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822
Mob: 07897 498189

S, ‘
g W

Fair Trader '

Free Surveys & Quotes




Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month

Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

BEAUTY-treats-at-home.co.uk

or call 07592 569636.Gellux gel nails,
spray tans, party lashes & much more.
Visit website for full treatment list.
DIETS DONT WORK! Stop dieting
and start losing weight. F FREE
no obligation wellness evaluati
contact today: 07881923603

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates,
01634 370323 or 07817 8§25 859

PIANO / KEYBOARD LESSONS
All ages. Relaxed and reasonable. Pam
Ormiston 01634 365789.

MURALS DESIGNED & painted!
Brighten your home, workplace or
community. Artwork completed
promptly. Call Richard 07808 216 494

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
10 years exp
Quality guaranteed, fully insured.
Call Richard on 07763 553 686
www.rellisrenovations.co.uk

WINDOW CLEANER

ECO Window Clean.

Experienced and reliable.

01634 778362 / 07880 700 409,
SEAMSTRESS. 25+ YEARS
experience. Alteration of Wedding .
Bridesmaids & Prom Dresses. Also
other alterations. Call Inger Phillips
01634 230468 or 07867 974 846

IRON 4 U one full black sack
collected & delivered back to you.
£30.00.. Established for four years
Smoke free. Contact Shirley on
07752 224 478 or 01634 303985
Sparkles Glitter Party.co.uk
Party packages 01634 376270.

Greenscape Garden & Ponds
All garden work & maintenance. Call
Sam 01634 318139 or 07749 872 970

John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5, Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648

PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420.
Improve studies, sport, passing
exams. www.clizabethanne.co.uk
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / (796 3842 503

YOGA Classes IDANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634
317463 Website www.freed-om.co.uk
GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. All year round service.
Grass mowing, hLdl‘L cutting, weeding
& tidying. Established 10 years

F mndl\ service, 01634 378763,

MATHS TUITION to GC
A Level. Former Head of Maths.
33 years” experience. 01634 234732.
TBF CARPENTRY SERVICES
Customised furniture for home or
garden, decking, and any household
carpentry jobs, including flat

pack furniture assembly / installation.
See www.thfcarpentry.co.uk

Ring 01634 306387 or 07824 430537
MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments, Very
competitive prices. Rainham area, Call
Jan 01634 377522 / 07930 378834.
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, scams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315707766 980 732

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial ete. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Iu.ﬁu.r\:-. 01634378157
for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.
For free quote Tel 07591 563 114
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small,
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634234105/ 07866 315 471
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

Mo fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

GET SLIM FOR CHRISTMAS
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken, Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

TOPCAT TUITION CENTRE
Bredhurst - 11 Plus preparation for
Medway and Kent grammar schools.
GCSE Maths and English. Junior and
secondary Maths and English booster
classes. Fully trained, C RB checked
teachers. Call Catherine - 01634
712062 or Mob 07983 525538
topeattutorsi@aol.co.uk

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Luums_ Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.
MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging, tidying.

01634 361505,

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
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MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered technician.
Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons, 19 years’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720.

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
CINE FILMS&: SLIDES transferred
1o DVD. We also want old cine projectors
& films. 01634 230799,

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294. 1 come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.
WATERLOQO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small, Over 30 years’
experience. 07712 760 147
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please

contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services

I Tam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3-

11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Friday Club
(school years1-3) 6.15. Fri Club Extra
(vears 7-10) 7.30 Visitors welcome.
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187,

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting -Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured - Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk
GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76573

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood’s book “150 Not Out™ is a
history of the club 1856 to 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by

Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps etc with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21 Station
Road, Rainham. For mail order please
call 01634 310011,

ACTION FORUM
Make sure you never miss the
Copy Date
You can now download
a 2014 Year Planner from
www.thenet.uk.net
This will give you all the Copy
and Publication Dates for the
year ahead.

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Roofing Repairs/Strip & Re-tile
Fascias / Soffits / Guttering
Roof Windows/Skylights
Interior & Exterior Painting
Sheds / Decking / Handyman

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR

Karemn
-3 " ?’ "J
J

Spoone

Apprenticeship served T ”\“h?'_\f
Fully qualified with

20 years " experience

All aspects of decorating undertaken

Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 233813
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise maney for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—>5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill.

Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

f@;@’&@ Fair Trader
" 01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk

15




JOFHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
Books, DVD's, Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices.
Ink Cartridges Now in Stock

Good Local History area of brand new books

MEDWA Y 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est. 1971
Plumbing & - sidfe
Heatil‘lg Chris Hallett
CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS. NEW ROOFS

por s csmaes wsrcre 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham
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<17 CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD| QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains «» Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road. Gillingham MES 6PG

M: 07956 398531, E: sales@@erystalcurtains. co uk, W. www.cry stalcurtains co.uk

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott
07515 630545 or 01634 360661

e 24 hour Personal Service
« Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...
JOHN WEIR
Funeral Divectors

A private family owned and run business

« Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

2
o

« Private Chapels of Rest
« Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent ME8 BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MEB 9PW




