NOVEMBER 2013
NUMBER 493

AN INDEPENDENT MONTHLY FOR RAINHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA W

Rainham Theatrical Society celebrate their 50th anniversary this year. This picture shows the cast from the
recent September production of *The Darling Buds of May” by H E Bates.

Back row from left to right: Alan Godman (Pa Larkin), Helen Caston (Ma Larkin), Marin Pearce (Lilly),
Carly Caller (Mariette), Liam Feekings (Montgomery)

Front row from left to right: Jamie Pedpodesta (Petunia), Andy Anderson (Charley), Natalie Sharpe
(Zinnia), Amanda Waters ( Victoria), Colin Mepstead (Brigadier) and Megan Chapman (Primrose)

See the article about the Qasthouse Theatre by Dean Caston on page 9.
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Editorial

Autumn has suddenly burst upon us and with it an
abundance of *food for free’ in the hedgerows. This
year is particularly good for blackberries, wild apples,
hazel nuts and chestnuts. Litter thrown from car
windows is usually just an eyesore nuisance which
needs to be picked up. However there are some merits
in discarded apple cores as these can grow into prolific
fruit trees - the free apples are then available to anyone
who cares to walk along the verge. If you have
confidence in your fungi identifying abilities there are
mushrooms galore this year but I am reluctant to trust
even the most harmless looking specimen having read
too many horror stories in the newspapers. Conkers
are another autumn bonus, not as food of course but
the big shiny nut is irresistible when you see them on
the ground after a strong wind, they just have to be
picked up. For generations small boys have enjoyed
bashing them to bits but a few years ago I heard of
another use. Scatter a few around your house and it
will rid you of spiders for a considerable time. Seems
improbable, and it is dismissed by the scientific
community as an old wives tale, but it does seem to
work. Some suggest the conkers give of a repellent
smell that deters the spiders but whatever it is the
spiders and short lived Daddy-long-legs that crowded
round our kitchen window have gone.

At the moment we seem to be having one glorious
sunny, warm autumn day followed by a dull, overcast
and wet period so if you are able to do make the most
of the good times to get out and about. We are all
being reminded that we need to take more exercise,
the latest wisdom seems to suggest that we need 150
minutes of mild exertion a week. Contrary to previous
reports housework no longer counts, we do it too
slowly and do not raise our heartbeat apparently. 150
minutes does not sound a great deal but in a busy
working life it is not easy to squeeze out half an hour a
day, there is always something else that needs doing
more urgently then just going out for exercise. Still 1
know | do feel better when I make time for a daily
walk so the question is ‘an extra half hour in bed or a
brisk stride along the riverside each day?” So far on
the bright, mild days the riverside has won but [ have a
feeling as winter approaches I may not be quite so
keen. If you need encouragement to get out and walk
and would prefer company there are many organised
groups to help — you can start at your own pace and
progress gently as you get fitter so there is really no

excuse - make your mind up start today!

Christmas is rapidly approaching and this month we
feature many Fayres and attractions celebrating the
festival. You are very welcome to attend any or all of
these to get you in the Christmas mood and start the
annual task of buying the presents. Have a very good
month, see you again in December.

Correspondence

SILVER SURFERS
Dear Editor,

Have you ever wanted to use email, use a smart
phone, use a word document, surf the net? Rainham
School for Girls is providing Free guidance and
support for 'would be' Silver Surfers.

There will be one-to-one support from the real
experts, our students. Bring your own laptop or use
our computers. The sessions will be Tuesdays, 12th,
19th, 26th November and 3rd December, from 3.15 —
4.00pm. If you are interested, please phone Mrs Moon
01634 362746. We look forward to meeting you.

Yours sincerely
Mrs K Moon
Director of Research and Community Liaison

FATHER CHRISTMAS AT LOWER HALSTOW
Dear Editor

Father Christmas is coming to Lower Halstow on
Saturday 23rd November at the Memorial Hall, School
Lane, arriving at 11 o’clock and staying until 2.00pm.
Joe the pony will be bringing Father Christmas on his
trap, so please give him a warm welcome, (by the way
children, Joe loves sliced apple or sliced carrots).
Inside the Memorial Hall there will be a Warm and
Christmassy Welcome for Everyone.
There will be Hot Toddies of Mulled Wine with
Mince Pies, Cups of Tea/Coffee and biscuit’s, A Sugar
Craft Demonstration , A gentle man called Wayne
doing Caricatures of you, or maybe bring a good clear
photograph of someone, so that Wayne could do a
caricature of them for a wonder surprise Christmas
present (photograph caricatures cost £15 incl. P&P)
but the caricatures done on the day costs only £3 each.
Latest Fashion in Jewellery, Beautiful Christmas
Wrapping Paper, Cards and Ribbons etc. Hand Made
Wood Crafts, Home Made Cakes and Pies, Christmas
Candles to decorate your home, or to give as presents,
handmade crocheted gifts, and lots of other very
interesting stalls. See you there.

Kindest Regards
Kay Howard-Challis

OLIVER AUDITIONS
Three Towns Theatre Company

will be holding open auditions for children to appear
in Oliver! which will be our Spring 2014 production.

They will be held on December st ....
We will be looking to cast Oliver, the Artful Dodger

and orphans. If you are interested, please call
Gwinny Loft 01634 360392 for more details.

FESTIVE BARNARDO’S EVENTS
Coffee Evening
Friday November 8th, 8.00pm
Lower Hall, Millennium Centre, Rainham
Bring and Buy, Tombola, Cards and Gifts, Donations
of gifts much appreciated, Raffle and Christmas Buffet
Admission £3.50, Children £1
(Refreshments included)
Quiz Night
Saturday 7th December, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham
Teams of up to 8 - £5 per person, Bring your own
drinks and nibbles, Free Tea. Coffee and biscuits
Charity Raffle, Feel free to come and make up a table
For both events ring 01634 233405 or 01634 375486

MEDWAY EVACUEES CLUB
FAME - Families and Associates of Medway
Evacuees - Now open to new members (not

necessarily evacuees) who wish to make friends
Wednesday 13th November, 2.00pm
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham,

A performance by keyboard player Keith Pilbrow.
Entry £1.50 Entertainment, refreshments and raffle
For further information please contact
Sharon Evans (FAME Sec) 01634 372189

APPLAUSE RURAL TOURING THEATRE
Friday, November 15th, 7.30pm

Bredhurst Village Hall

Something completely different when Vimala leads
the Baker Boys for an Evening of Vintage Jazz that
will transport you from blues to swing, and from the
riverboats of New Orleans to the hip jazz joints of
New York

Tickets £8.50 from Ann Keeble 01634 361263

HEMPSTEAD CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Saturday, 16th November, 11.30am - 3.30pm.

See Father Christmas arrive in style at 11.45am and
then visit him in his magical grotto. Light lunches,
mulled wine, mince pies and cakes served in the
Church. Many Christmas gift, craft and games stalls in
the Village Hall. Proceeds to be shared by All Saints”
Church and Hempstead good causes.

Lighting Hempstead Christmas Tree

Saturday, 23rd November, 6.30pm opposite the pub
and shops in Hempstead Road. Salvation Army and
carols round the tree. Trolley for donations of
toiletries for elderly care wards at Medway Maritime
Hospital - all gratefully received.

Berengrave Service Station

Car & Bike MOTs

Servicing — Repairs — Diagnostics
Clutches — Exhausts — Welding
Recovery Now Available

666 Lower Rainham Road 01 634 23361
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"MUSICAL FEAST" by Bearsted Choral Society
Saturday 16th November, 7.30pm

St Margaret's Church, Rainham

What a treat! Come to hear choruses from Phantom of
the Opera, Les Miserables, West Side Story,

My Fair Lady and The Lion King. This concert
follows the mood of our sell-out "swing" concert in
July. Tickets £5 in advance from 01634 230183 or

£6 on the door on the night.

BABY MASSAGE COURSE
Novemberl 8th & 25th, 2nd December
10.00 — 11.00am, St Paul’s Church, Parkwood
£5 for entire course, To enrol contact
Elaine Wheeler 01634 379360
or email baby massage(@thel39club .co.uk

CRAFT FAIR
Saturday November 23rd, 1.30 — 4.00pm
Rainham Methodist Church Hall
(corner of Station Road Wakeley Road)
Admission 30p, Refreshments available
Please contact Ruth 01634 389502 for details.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

The Friends of Bredhurst Cats Protection Bredhurst
Adoption Centre at Matts Hill are holding their
annual Bazaar at St Matthews Church Hall, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore on Saturday November 23rd, doors
open at 11.00am. The stalls will include Bric-a-Brac,
Tombola, Christmas cards, Calendars, Diaries etc
Entrance is 50p and light refreshments will be served,
for details ring 01634 232471

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAYRE

Meredale Independent Primary School

Sunday 24th November 12noon — 3.00pm.

Lots of fantastic festive stalls from both the PTA and
craft traders. Raftle, Tombola, refreshments etc and
even a visit from Father Christmas,

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
sConservatories — designed and built
eUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
eMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

FENSA

WE CARE FOR YOU IN YOUR OWN HOME
From short daily visits to full live-in care
BLUEBIRD CARE
provides a realistic alternative to
residential care
01634 780909
www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/medway

(%]



Diary 2013

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af{edthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 19th November

November 2nd - Grand Autumn Bazaar, St. Margaret’s
Church, Rainham, 10.00am — 2.30pm, Millennium
Centre. Entrance 50p Details Maggie M. 01795 475907

November 2nd - Upchurch Family Fireworks, Westmoor
Farm, Gates open 5.30pm, £5 under 16, £7 adult, £20
Family Ticket (2 plus 2 under 16) Car parking fee,

November 2nd - Medway Folk Dance Club, 7.30 —
10.00pm United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham. New /experienced dancers welcome,
with or without a partner, 01634 366189 or 388546.

November 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 Hoo St
Werburgh car park corner Church Street & Stoke Road
4.5 mile flat walk along sea wall &farmland, No dogs.

November 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Graham
07989 753278, 10.00am, Camer Country Park near Sole
Street for a 5 mile fairly flat walk with some good
views on a clear day, Pub at end with lunches available.

November 3rd — Centre of Mind Body & Spirit, Farthing
Corner M2 Services, Service 6.30pm, Francis Stadden

MNovember 4th — Parkwood Leisure Club, St Paul’s
Church, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Famous and Infamous Ladies
in Kent, new members welcome, ring 01634 366056

November 4th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, 8.00pm, *Military Medals® illustrated
talk and valuations by Glenn Jones, New members
welcome, £1.50 visit, details ring Sue 01634 230639.

November 5th — GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30pm United
Reformed Church, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
Fireworks — a Polychromatic arrangement, ring 232998

November 5th - Dementia Café, St Paul's Church, Long
Catlis Road, 1.00 — 3.00pm, friendly and supportive
meeting place for. Everyone welcome, free
refreshments information Sylvia Wolfson 07557
111060 or email sylvia.wolfson@@alzheimers.org.uk

November 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Talk -
Vertical Gardening - wall shrubs & climbers, Steve
Bradley, 7.30pm Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave
Lane. New members welcome, ring 366276 for details.

November 7th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Musical

Entertainment by Kingfisher Singers, St Matthew's
Community Centre, 2.00pm, for over 50s, ring 01634
235507 for details,

November 7th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Village
Hall, behind All Saints Church, Theatrical Tales, 2.00 —
4.00pm, new members welcome ring 01634 366907,

November 8th - Rainham Bereavement I'riendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every Friday
9.45am — [ 2noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for cuppa and chat ring Juliec 01634 364309

November 8th - Barnardo’s Festive Coffee Evening,
8.00pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham, Admission
£3.50, Children £1 Tickets from Committee members
01634 233405, 01634 375486 or on the door.

November 8th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Byron School, Gillingham, 7.15pm, Victorian
Daoctors - Toni Mount, details Ron Baker 01634 854982

November 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438
Bluebell Hill picnic site MES 9RG fora 11 miles
walking the North Downs Way (section 8)

November 9th - Upchurch Choral Society, Remembrance
Day Concert, 7.30pm, St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch,
Tickets £5 on door, or Liz Walters 01634 361897,

November 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike
07855 929404, 10.00am, Higham Railway Station - free
parking. for 7.5 mile very flat walk, Bring snack

November 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Gill Smith 01622 710569 Yalding Café,
Hampstead Lane for 5 mile fairly flat walk, No dogs.

November 10th — Riverside Country Park & Capstone
Farm Country Park, Volunteer Task Day 10.00am —
2.00pm Refreshments Details 01634 337432 or 338191

November 10th — Ranscombe Farm Reserve,
Conservation Day 10.00am — 3.00pm Please wear
suitable clothes and sturdy footwear, and bring a
packed lunch. Meet main car park A228, just south M2,
01634 292062 or email ranscombe@plantlife.org.uk

ART EXPERIENCE DAYS

WATERCOLOUR / CALLIGRAPHY
PERFECT CHRISTMAS /
BIRTHDAY PRESENT

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas safety checks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and
mstallation of gas central
heating, boilers, lires, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA | SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquines@a-roofing-services.co.uk
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November 10th — Finding Fungi - Martin Allison, Meet at November 14th — Wigmore Thursday Club, The Victoria
the Knights Place Recreation Ground car park, off Palace Hotel, Dean Caston, (see 7th Nov).
Albatross Avenue ,Strood, 01634 292062 or email November 14th - Donn Barcott’s Five 5 Live, 8.30pm
ranscombef@plantlife.org.uk for details 44Two Club Featherby Road, Elaine Diane (Vocals)
November 11th — Monday Hub, St Pauls Church, admission £6 all welcome, details 01634 405037
Parkwood, 10.00am — 12.30pm, light refreshments, November 15th - Applause Rural Touring Theatre,
conversation, games All welcome ring 01634 230780 Evening of Vintage Jazz, Bredhurst Village Hall,
November 11th -Parkwood Leisure Club, Bingo, (4th Nov  7.30pm, Tickets £8.50 from Ann Keeble 01634 361263
November 11th — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens ~ November 15th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club,
Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alternate Darland Avenue, Gillingham, 8.30pm, Simon Bates/
Mondays 2.00 — 4.30pm details 01634 230500 Harry Harris Quartet. Admission £10, E01634 365352
November 11th - Medway Organ Club Concert, 2nd November 15th - 70"s & 80’s Party Night in aid of
Monday of each month, Parkwood Community Centre. ‘Hounds for Heroes’, 7.30pm, 44 Two club, Featherby
7.30 - 10.00pm, ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694 Road, Gillingham. Tickets £12 must be bought in
November 11th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship advance from 01634 376608 or 07711 346171.
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd November 16th - Craft and Produce Fair, Millennium
Monday evening each month to help people still in Centre 9.00am — 12.30pm supporting St. Margaret’s
employment who have lost a loved one, join us for a Church, Free entry to the public.
cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634 364309 for details. November 16th - Hempstead Christmas Fayre, Village
November 11th — Rainham Wives, Silent Auction for our  Hall and Church, Hempstead Road, 11.30am - 3.30 pm.
Charity, (see 4th Nov). November 16th - Quiz Night, Holy Trinity Church,
November 12th - Silver Surfers: Rainham School for Rainham, 7.15pm start, Teams of up to 8, £3 pp, bring
Girls, 3.15 - 4,00pm, free of charge, one-to-one help own drinks /nibbles, information ring 01634 377671
Contact Mrs K Moon, kmoon@rsg.org.uk to book, or -~ November 16th - Bearsted Choral Society, "Musical
01634 362746 for more information Feast", 7.30pm, St Margaret's Church, Rainham Tickets
November 12th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club, £5 in advance from 01634 230183, £6 on the door
Military Medals including the Zulu Wars, St George November 16th - City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra
Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 7.30 for 8.00pm all visitors ~ 7.30pm, Central Theatre, Chatham, Britten/Rossini,
most welcome. Miss E Boyes 0147 482 3606 Tchaikovsky, Mussorgsky and Rachmaninov, Tickets
November 13th - Medway Evacuees Club, 2.00pm £16-£10 01634 338338, or tickets.medway.gov.uk
Millennium Centre, Rainham - A performance by November 16th - Quiz Night, Oasthouse Community
keyboard player Keith Pilbrow, all welcome £1.50 per Centre, 7.30pm, Admission £2, Members £1.50, Rolls
person, ring 01634 372189 for details. available 60p, details 01634 710553
November 13th - Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch November 16th - Medway Folk Dance Club, ( 2nd Nov).
Village Hall, 7.30pm, Demonstration by Lee Burrill For November 16th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
details ring 01795 472973 or 01634 863034 Girls, Derwent Way, 8.00 — 11.00pm, Ballroom — Latin
November 13th — East Medway U3A Meeting 2.00pm, - Sequence dancing, Enquiries 01634 363738 email
Rainham Mark Social Club. Guest Speaker Robin s.colinsO2(@btinternet.com
Alexander - Serv Kent Rider, details 0789 589 0635,  November [7th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
November 13th - All Saints Women's Fellowship, 10.00am, meet Lindsay Floyd and Margaret Norman
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Boots No 7 Pamper 07743 702049, 07780 517785 Sandwich pay and
Evening - Angela, details Rhonda Peck 07951 629444 display car park at the Quay beside the River Stour near
November 13th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm Village Hall, the bridge for a 5.5 mile mainly flat walk, No dogs.
Avice Harms - Village Signs, Medway Valley to November 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Wrotham, ring 01634 389966 for more details. Frank/Mim 10.00am, Upchurch Golf Club, Oak Lane
November 14th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, Tea for a 5 mile pleasant circular walk.
and Chat, (see 7th Nov).

AERIALS

¢ Freeview

» Freesat Dishes Installed
» Extra TV/SKY Points
» TV Wall Mounting Service

¢ Free Estimates
Call Nick 07949 588464

Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
jof outstanding patural beauty, boarding is
[for cats only.

lA completely new cattery, fully compliant
jwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

" Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Contact: Nichols

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge, comy
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com




D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIA

CHARTERED ACCOLNTANTS

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, Accounts

Kent MES 7EG = Tax

Tel: 01634 375222 *  Book-keeping

Fax: 01634 371318 +  Payroll

E Mail: admin@jadaccountants.couk ¢ Audit

www, jadaccountants.co.uk = Associated Services

Craniosacral Therapist

Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including:

neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches
stress & anxiety

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456
Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Qualified technidon. References available

D 0 IT4 U home improvements|handyman

Bathrooms e Clackrooms  Kitchens » Tiling  Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring = Lighting # Blinds
Small jobs welcome!
Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doit4u.org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
NABC PR

01634 231321
T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Est 15 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexology—Mew Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows
telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

......... Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Health Care for Back & Body
All types of Strains & Sprains to your Body.
Work related or Sports injuries dealt with.
Bowen Therapy, NS Technique, Massage.
Bren Barry ECBS, ITEC, NST, CNHC, IFR.
Call Me. 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
Web: www.bowenishealth.co.uk

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Deanwood Primary School
Friday, 29th November, 3.15 - 5.30pm
Entrance Adults 50p, Children 30p, Pre school - free
Have your photograph taken with Father Christmas
Tombolas, games, craft, raffle, books, gifts. home
made cakes and more! Refreshments available
including sausages, chips and mince pies!
FRIENDS OF BERENGRAVE
Friday 29th November, 7.00pm
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham
‘My Lost Kent” A talk by Peter Kirby of the
Kent Butterfly Conservation Trust
FoB members free, £2 for guests.
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR
St. Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow
Saturday 30th November, Noon - 3.00pm
Join us for a wide range of crafis, gifts and home
baking. Refreshments available
Christmas Market *The Three Tuns' PH, noon - 4pm
Winter Tea Room aboard the "Edith May' Thames
Sailing Barge, 10.00am to 4.00pm.

HARTLIP VILLAGE CHRISTMAS FAIR
Saturday 30th November, 10.00am — 2.00pm
Hartlip Village Hall, Wide variety of stalls
Refreshments and light lunches served all day
CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT
Bredhurst Woodland Action Group
Thursday 5th December, 7.30pm
St Peter’s Church, Hurstwood Road &
Green Court, The Street, Bredhurst
Featuring the Cantium Singers, and mulled wine,
mince pies & grand Christmas raffle at Green Court
Tickets - £6 per person, ul6s free (includes
refreshments) must be purchased in advance - Not
available on the night For information and tickets

call Vanessa Jones on 07813 785940 (eve/weekends)

or email bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com

CHRISTMAS GIFT FAIR

Medway Charities Together

Saturday 7th December, 9.30am - 12.30pm

St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham Seasonal
Gift Sellers, Refreshments, Children’s Activities, a
Christmas Hamper Raffle and a Tombola.

Entry is free.

To book a stall for £10 call 01634 819649,
www.facebook.com/medwaycharitiestogether.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Saturday 7th December, 2.00 - 4.00pm
Bredhurst Village Hall.

Attractions include Father Christmas in his grotto,
£5 Gift Stall, crafts, children's free activity, mask
competition, excellent homemade cakes, grand raffle
and refreshments. The charity shop next to the hall
will also be open from 1.30pm.

Entry is 50 pence for adults and free for under 15's.

CHARITY BARN DANCE

In aid of HANDS & Gillingham Volunteer Centre
Saturday 7th December, 7.00 for a 7.30pm start
Parkwood Primary School, Deanwood Drive
Tickets £8 per person; Light supper included; bring
your own drinks

Lively dancing, with caller; fun guaranteed!

For tickets, call Ann or Wendy on 01634 815430
or 07816 159668

COME AND SING CHRISTMAS 2013
Raising Funds for
Children’s Hospice Holidays
Sunday 8th December
Rehearsal 3.00pm, Concert 7.30pm
St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore
For further details please contact Ann Livings
01634 379139 or 07833 103847
Email aap@livings.eclipse.co.uk
www/medwaysunlightrotary.org.uk

(4 -’ Neat Feet f.-’

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:

01624 222591

—— Plumbing %
1 12.1. & Heating v

DAVID TATTON Fuily qualified engineer
Installation « Maintenance « Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms » All general plumbing
» Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No. 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

NEED A NEW PATIO?

Crazy Pavine - Sandstone - Cobbles - Concrete
Free Quores - Best Prices
Call 01634 616992
07921 856 214

email: info@thecrazypaver.com

TER =
a LARMS @
FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS -
Alarms—CCTV-Access Control
www.masteralarms.com Fail’ “ader

mail@masteralarms.com
TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR OCTOBER

In October I visited Boxley (which is on the road to
Maidstone via Bredhurst) in search of the colours of
the leaves and berries of autumn. Having parked my
car between Boxley Church and the King’s Arms, |
took the footpath along the north wall of the
churchyard. As T approached an old and very
impressive beech tree, the autumn sunshine fell on its
foliage of gold, orange and purple leaves. Under the
tree was a carpet of fallen beech masts. Very soon |
picked up the Centenary Way Walk which heads in
the direction of Maidstone and through parkland to the
east of the village. Sheep and beef cattle were
grazing in the fields and rooks were searching there
for grubs and worms.

Once I reached Boxley Road, on the approach to
Penenden Heath, [ crossed over the road into Grange
Lane, which is ancient in origin and which leads to
Sandling. Some of the present lane consists of a new
diversion, created as a result of the building of the
M20. However, there is a quarter mile long, gently
winding length at the Boxley Road end which remains
much as it was before the age of the motor car. This
end of the lane is overlooked, to the south, in the
direction of Maidstone, by the fields of a small farm at
Harbourland, at which are kept sheep, geese, ducks
and hens. In one recent summer, [ watched a sheep
shearing match there, organised by the Romney Sheep
Breeders Society. The lane is bounded to the north,
in the direction of the North Downs, by Boxley Brook.
Where the brook emerges from a concrete culvert
under Boxley Road, I was both delighted and
surprised to catch sight of three brown trout. [ was
surprised because the brook is a shadow of its former
self, as a result of the pumping of water from aquifers
above Boxley village.

Grange Lane is lined with thirteen species of tree,
including, ash, beech, English elm, field maple, horse
chestnut , oak, sweet chestnut and sycamore. In the
spring, bluebell, primrose, greater stitchwort, lesser
celandine and wood anemone are in bloom on the
grass verges of the lane. These flowering plant
species are a strong indication that Grange Lane was

originally created as a track through woodland. The
leaves of most of the trees in the lane had turned
yellow by the time of my visit, and the most
spectacular colours were those of the leaves of the
field maple; they were largely golden yellow, but
some were turning scarlet.

I headed back to the village green via the new
alignment of Boxley Road, below which runs the
Channel Tunnel Rail Link. It came as no surprise to
me that what is a relatively new road had such a
magnificent display of autumn colour, for I had long
been aware of the species of tree and shrub that the
highway authority had planted there. There were the
red berries or leaves of dogwood, spindle, wayfaring
tree and guelder rose.  Also on display were the black
berries of privet, the luscious- looking blue berries of
blackthorn (sloes) and the pink flowers with brilliant
orange seeds of the spindle.

I stood for a while on the highest part of the new road.
I had views of Boxley village ahead of me and of the
North Downs on the horizon. The trees growing on
the escarpment of the downs were of various hues. 1
could make out the dark green leaves of the yew and,
blowing in the wind, the white undersides of the
leaves of whitebeam. Doubtless those whitebeams
would be laden with bright red berries. There were a
number of deciduous trees sporting yellow leaves,
perhaps mainly beech but also, presumably, some wild
cherry. Richard Mabey. the author of “Flora
Britannica”™, considers that the wild cherry is the most
seasonally ornamental of all our native woodland
trees. Drifts of delicate white blossom appear in
spring. The tree’s fruits, which are small and can be
vellow, red or black, ripen in the summer. These
diminutive cherries are popular with birds and small
mammals and piles of stones can sometimes be found
on tree stumps where mice or squirrels have been
feeding. In autumn the leaves of the wild cherry turn a
fiery mix of yellow and crimson.

I decided to make a quick visit to that part of the
escarpment known as Boxley Wood. Having walked
through the village, I turned right into Styles Lane
upon reaching the red brick water pumping station,
crossed over Pilgrims Way and entered the wood. |
knew where there was a tall, wild cherry tree, not far

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)

TAURUS LOCKS | [MEDWAY PLUMBING| [Boarding
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valve ?atte-r;{

Taps Repaired/ Replaced

Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
O.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of|
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
wbile: 07775 423744

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Fair Trader

Owner FAB trained DH\L
Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please

www.catnapbredhurst co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 i
Email: catnapbredhurs po.co.uk

Eispeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR
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into the wood. As I expected, the leaves of the tree
were all a rich yellow colour but [ was pleased to see
that many were diffused with pink and some had
begun to turn red. 1 sat there for a while, on a log,
taking in the sights, sounds and smells of the wood.
The diversion from my planned walk had been well
worthwhile. A cherry on the cake. as it were!

Joe Ennis

OASTHOUSE THEATRE

In November the Oasthouse Theatre, home of the
Rainham Theatrical Society, celebrates 50 years since
it first opened to the public on 8th November 1963.
The society will be celebrating this milestone with an
anniversary dinner at Hempstead House, a gala
reception and a performance of ‘Much Ado About
Nothing’ on 8th November and an anniversary variety
show on 22nd & 23rd November which will feature
excerpts and music from some of the memorable
productions performed over the past 50 years.

Our charming and intimate Grade I1 listed building
seats 72 and has a licensed bar and tea bar. The society
now performs 6 main productions a year and the
season opens with a traditional pantomime. This is
always popular with audiences and local Scout and
Brownie groups return each year to cheer the goodies
and boo the baddies! Demand for matinee tickets has
increased over recent years and to meet this the group
has put in an extra matinee at | lam on one of the
Saturdays meaning they perform 4 shows in one day!
In January 2014 they will be performing ‘Cinderella’
so make sure you book your seats early.

Over the years many improvements have been made.
When the theatre first opened members had to light
gas lamps each evening, empty the Elson toilets in the
main sewer once a week and climb a ladder to reach
the backstage area. Things have come a long way
since then! We now have electricity, central heating,
flushing toilets and a staircase to the backstage area.
The Green Room and foyer have recently been re-
furbished and plans are underway for the upstairs
foyer. The Green Room was originally named the
TOC-H Room in honour of the members of the TOC-
H Association who installed the spring floor in 1964.
Over the years there have been more than 300
productions at the theatre including classics such as
‘Blithe Spirit’, ‘The Importance of Being Earnest” and
*An Inspector Calls’. In recent years stage versions of
TV spin offs have been popular with audiences and

excerpts from *Allo *Allo and *Dads Army” will both
feature in the anniversary variety show in November.
Our latest production ‘Darling Buds of May” plaved to
capacity houses and turned out to be a perfick
production! Over the years the society has won many
awards in the Kent Drama Festival and this year three
of our actresses received awards.
The Society also has a thriving Youth Group (Ratlets)
who will be performing ‘Much Ado About Nothing
from 7th — 9th & 14th — 16th November. The RaTS
Revellers have provided a variety of entertainment
around the County since 1998 and performed over 250
shows for local groups and organisations.
Despite being in existence for 50 years there are still
many people who have yet to discover the delights of
this charming theatre. So if you haven’t already paid
us a visit do come along or if you are one of our
regular supporters we look forward to seeing you at
our anniversary celebrations.
For more information about the theatre visit our
website at www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

Dean Caston

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB Development Fund
Running a Community based sports and cricket club is
expensive. The maintenance costs of specialist
equipment, fertiliser and seeding all adds up and has to
be done by a trained and qualified workforce. The
Rainham crew are probably the oldest swingers in
town but all credit to them for the way they maintain
the pitch and outfield. This is financed from our
annual income.
When larger capital sums are required we have no
alternative but to approach the authorities: Medway
Council, Sport England, KCB and ECB for help. A
new Community Pavilion and car park are urgently
required and are included in our development plans.
Over the years Medway and local schools have cut
sport and cricket facilities to the bone. We have a
thriving youth section and good adult membership
and so far the club has been able to meet the demands
placed upon it.
Sadly we have to report that in August Sport England
rejected our application for funding at the last hurdle,
our need was not considered as great as others, so we
now have to try again next year. With assistance we
hope to make a stronger application and in the
meantime we continue with our local fundraising.
Keith Chambers — Fund Co-ordinator

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
* CHIPPING

e o LINDSA

* MULCH

- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

A

For all your Plumbing Services s
R:g;‘gﬂ- HELP is on its way
| UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
e BOILER EXCHANGES

~safe POWER FLUSHING
" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WOR

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINE

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Fte.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

‘ER Ex REM.E

K?

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,

Kent. ME8 OSN

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey oip prs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 26 years experience within Fina

| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,

Protection, Inheritance Tax and Lon

For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

ncial Services,

g Term Care.

CARPENTRY + DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING =

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

DECKING

Call Chris Smy

01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage D

All repairs. No call out charge. F

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,

01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

oors

ree estimates.

|,/ Builders &
/1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS + GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES8 7NJ

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE

* Member of Gas Safety Register

+ All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

* Landlord Gas Safety Reports

* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights, sockets, fuse boards & full rewires

Free earthing bonding upgrade
with every fuseboard
(on production of this advert)
Call John of Wigmore
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

Ir <
INSTALLER l_l

Part P compliant

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tultlon Centre

Effective uution for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school

selecnon tests in Medway and Kent

05602 538 882

(local call rat

www.rainhamtuitionce I]II'L. .co.uk

Do you have windows
or doors that....

Don't open or close proper
Have candensati
Are draughty when closed?
Conservatory roof leak?

(01634 789025 / 07950 761061 |

|  www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & I()I\l RY
SPECTALINT

EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVLERSIONS

GENERAL COMMURCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters

RATLES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

TOPQUALITY AT COMPETTTIVE

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations

Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MEs 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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November 18th -
April Grady, (see 4th Nov).

November 18th — Rainham Wives, ‘An Evening with
Barbara® talk by Barbara Stevens, (see 4th Nov).

November 18th - Rainham Evening Women’s Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Christopher Hare talk
‘Forty Years without a Proper Job, competition -
Brooches, ring 01634 262577 for more details.

November 18th - Wigmore W1, Mary Douglas - Boxley

Handbells, St Matthew's Community Centre, Drewery

Drive, 7.30pm, Visitors welcome, Ring 01634 263405
November 18th , 25th & December 2nd - Baby Massage

Course, 10.00 — 11.00am 5t Paul’s Church, Parkwood,

£5 for entire course, To enrol Elaine Wheeler 01634
379360 or email baby massage@thel39club .co.uk
November 19th - Silver Surfers (see 12th Nov).

November 19th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,

Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -
9.45pm £3.00. Little Owl - Ian Rumley-Dawson, For
Walks see www.rspb.org.uk./groups/medway.
November 19th - Dementia Café, (see 5th Nov).
November 19th — GHS Floral Art Group, Stand Tall - a
vertical arrangement, (see 5th Nov).
November 20th - HempstARA Hempstead Active

Retirement Scout Hall, Duke's Meadow Drive, 2.00pm.
November 20th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, illustrated talk ‘Work of the Air Ambulance’ with

Gift Stall, new members welcome ring 01634 233554
November 20th — Wigmore Lecture, John E. Vigar -

Murder, Sex & Mayhem in English Churches, 8.00pm,

Tickets £3.75, Wigmore Library, 01634 337799

November 2 st — Woodcraft Workshop: Hurdle Making,

9.30am — 4.00pm, ranscombe(@ plantlife.org.uk or
01634 292062 for details

November 21st - Rainham Women’s Institute 1.45 -
4.00pm, Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road,
Mingle Meeting, Visitors welcome for small entry
charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details

Parkwood Leisure Club, Send a Cow -

November 21st - Hempstead Leisure Club, Winds of
Change, (see 7th Nov).

November 21st — Wigmore Thursday Club, A First Class
Hobby, Paul Warren, (see 7th Nov).

November 22nd — Centre of Mind Body & Spirit,
Clairvoyant Evening, Karen Willis (see 3rd Nov).

November 22nd - Medway Geographical Society, Byron
Primary School, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm, ‘Ley
Lines” - Doug Chapman, Everyone welcome, come on
the evening or contact Pat Meredith 01634 362683

November 23rd — Capstone Farm Country Park, Hedge
Planting 10.00am — 1.00pm Help the rangers plant and
create new hedgerows, Hot refreshments provided £2
per person. Details 01634 338191

November 23rd - Craft Fair, 1.30 — 4.00pm, Rainham
Methodist Church Hall, Admission 30p, Refreshments,
Stalls available - £8 each, contact Ruth 01634 389502

November 23rd - Father Christmas is coming to Lower
Halstow Memorial Hall, 11.00 - 2.00pm,

November 23rd - Lighting of Hempstead Christmas Tree,
6.30pm opposite the pub, Hempstead Road. Trolley for
donations of toiletries for elderly care wards at Medway
Maritime Hospital - all gratefully received.

November 23rd - Friends of Bredhurst Christmas Bazaar,
St Matthews Church Hall, Drewery Drive, Wigmore. In
aid of Cats Protection Bredhurst , Entrance 50p. Doors
open at 11.00am., details 01634 232471

November 23rd — GHS Floral Art Group, Christmas
Show, United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, ring 232998 for details.

November 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Graham
07989 753278 10.00am Hollingbourne railway station.
Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end ‘with lunches available,

November 24th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet David Barmes 07522 937953 Grove
Ferry car park (£1.70 fee Sundays) for a 6 mile circular
flat route via Stourmouth and Preston, No dogs.

November 24th - Riverside Country Park, Hedge Planting
(see 23rd Nov) 01634 337432

November 24th — Christmas Crafi and Food Fair,
Newington Village Hall, 11.00am - 4.00pm, for details
ring 01795 844949

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

HPR Ltd: The Modemn Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore. T T

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd
For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS
01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved, Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

TREAT YOUR FEET
Vicki Leeds Foot Care
Home Visits, Nail Cutting,
Hard Skin Removal

Corn and Verruca Treatment.
£28 per session — discounts for couples
or follow up verruca treatment.

01634 850033 mob 07758 213 312

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN

NO JOB TOO ALL ORTO 3
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

. 01634 372411
i e 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS

pomestic
IMSTRLLER =~

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544 ¢ mv brief

www.mybrief.com “soticiTors

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs

Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

f’; Call for a free quote.
¥4 Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

-
ASCIAS *» SOFFITS + BARGEBOARDS « CLADDING * GUTTERING
Maintenance Free Exteriors
243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MES 0LJ

Domestic Installer
ot ) o WANY (00
=, Whee Guality Counts!™ -
T Removal of Old Timber @
: ' Fuli Ventilation with Bird Guard E . 3
01634 321202
TV PROBLEMS?
Linwood Home Electronics ‘

® TV repair service e Panasonic Specialist
eRetune & set up ¢ AUTHORISED for service |
e Established 1982 e Family owned & run .

70 Station Rd, Rainham. (01634) 230261 www linwoodhe com |

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

PAMPERED AND POLISHED
Gellux Manicures Pedicures Waxing
Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting Facials

Mandy 01634 370697 / 07849 276057
8 years qualified - Wigmore based

e A

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham

| Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gafes made to measure,
Mowing weekly—Tfortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service]

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured
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November 24th - Meredale Independent Primary School,
Christmas Craft, 12noon — 3.00pm. 01634 231405

November 24th - Upchurch Farmers Market, 10.00am —
1.00pm, Upchurch Village Hall, Andrea 01634 361040

November 25th — Monday Hub, (see 11th Nov).

November 25th — Parkwood Leisure Club, Conundrum,
(see 4th Nov).

November 25th

November 25th — Rainham Wives, ‘How to Take Better
Photographs’ illustrated talk Chris Wade, (4th Nov).

November 26th - Silver Surfers (see 12th Nov).

November 26th - Tea and cakes with Derwent Way
PACT group, 7.00 — 8.00pm, Rainham Girls' School.
local residents welcome, ljohnson&(@ blueyonder.co.uk

November 27th - All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Christmas Meal — King Charles Hotel, details contact
Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

November 28th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, Tea
and Chat, (see 7th Nov).

November 28th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Service
followed by “Fair Trade”, (see 7th Nov).

November 29th - Cash Bingo, Lower Halstow Memorial
Hall, 1.00 - 3.00pm, Free to enter, cards £1 each

November 29th - Christmas Fayre, Deanwood Primary
School, 3.15 - 5.30pm, Entrance Adults 50p, Children
30p, Preschool — free.

November 29th - Friends of Berengrave, 7.00pm,

Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, "My Lost Kent”
talk by Peter Kirby - Kent Butterfly Conservation Trust

-
Security Installation ‘l" |
and Maintenance
* CCTV & Intruder Alarms
= Fire Alarms
= Access Control
= Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711 082415

Total Security Services

Medway Scrabble Club, (see 11th Nov).

November 30th - MTFG 10.00am, meet Stephen Manning
07551 712438 Hollingbourne Dirty Habit Pub car park
for a 9 miles walking the North Downs Way (section 9)

November 30th - Christmas Craft Fair, St. Margaret's
Church, Lower Halstow, 12noon to 3.00pm .

November 30th - Hartlip Village Christmas Fair, 10.00am
—2.00pm, Hartlip Village Hall, Wide variety of stalls

November 30th - Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,
7.30pm, ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

December 1st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Stephen Manning, 07551 712438
Upchurch Golf Club (Christmas Lunch Walk) for a 4.5
easy pre lunch walk, coffee stop en route, No dogs.

December 1st — Centre of Mind Body & Spirit, M2
Services, Sunday Service 6.30pm, Anne Germain

December 5th — BWAG, Christmas Carol Concert,
7.30pm St Peter’s Church & Green Court, The Street,
Bredhurst, Tickets - £6pp, in advance call 07813
785940 or email bwag@vanessajones.plus.com

December 7th - Christmas Fayre 2.00 — 4.00pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall, Entry 50p adults, free under 15.

December 7th - Barnardo’s Quiz Night, 7.30pm start,
I'wydall Church Hall, Teams up to 8 - £5 pp Bring
own drinks /nibbles, phone 01634 233405 or 375486

December 7th - Charity Barn Dance, In aid of HANDS
7.30pm start, Parkwood Primary School, Tickets £8 pp
For tickets, call 01634 815430 or 07816 159668

December 8th - Come and Sing Christmas Raising Funds
for Children’s Hospice Holidays, St Matthew’s Church,
Wigmore Rehearsal 3.00pm, Concert 7.30pm details
Ann Livings 01634 379139 or 07833 103847

LW Decorating

20 years experience

For a professional and friendly service
Call Louis on 07792 240041

65 Norman Close, Wigmore, Kent MES 0TQ

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enguiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

wuns plastering

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822

Mob: 07897 498189

Free Surveys & Quotes

ot g,
s S

Fair Trader




Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month

Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
PIANO / KEYBOARD LESSONS
All ages. Relaxed and reasonable, Pam
Ormiston 01634 365789,

MURALS DESIGNED & painted!
Brighten your home, workplace or
community. Artwork completed
promptly. Call Richard 07808 216 494

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
10 years experience.

Quality guaranteed, fully insured.
Call Richard on 07763 553 686
www.rellisrenovations.co.uk

WINDOW CLEANER

ECO Window Clean.

Experienced and reliable.

01634 778362 / 07880 700 409.
SEAMSTRESS. 25+ YEARS
experience. Alteration of Wedding ,
Bridesmaids & Prom Dresses. Also
other alterations. Call Inger Phillips
01634 230468 or 07867 974 846

IRON 4 U one full black sack
collected & delivered back to you.
£30.00.. Established for four years
Smoke free. Contact Shirley on
(7752 224 478 or 01634 303985

Sparkles Glitter Party.co.uk
Party packages 01634 376270.

Greenscape Garden & Ponds
All garden work & maintenance. Call
Sam 01634 318139 or 07749 872 970

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5. Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648

PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420,

HOME TUITION 5-11 including
11+ Literacy and Numeracy. £23 per
hour includes all materials. Laura
07868 973 742

STOP NAIL-BITING, BLUSHING
etc. www.elizabethanne.co.uk

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

YOGA Classes /DANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634
317463 Website www.freed-om.co.uk
GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. All year round service.
Grass mowing, hedge cutting, weeding
& tidying. Established 10 years
Friendly service. 01634 378763.
MATHS TUITION to GCSE and

A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years® experience. 01634 234732,

TBF CARPENTRY SERVICES
Customised furniture for home or
garden, decking, and any household
carpentry jobs, including flat

pack furniture assembly / installation.
See www.thfcarpentry.co.uk

Ring 01634 306387 or 07824 430537
MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522/ 07930 378834,
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315 /07766 980 732

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial etc. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.
For free quote Tel 07591 563 114
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105/ 07866 315 471

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.,

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

GET SLIM FOR CHRISTMAS
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julic 07983 397 439

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass

cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.

Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281
RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
TOPCAT TUITION CENTRE
Bredhurst - 11 Plus preparation for
Medway and Kent grammar schools.
GCSE Maths and English. Junior and
secondary Maths and English booster
classes. Fully trained, CRB checked
teachers. Call Catherine - 01634
712062 or Mob 07983 525538
topeattutors(@aol.co.uk

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service, Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Lolt & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging, tidying.

01634 361505,

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
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MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977,

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered technician.
Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
I'wydall. Further details from

01634 302631,

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720.

DISCO — professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow”. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
CINE FILMS& SLIDES transferred
to DVD. We also want old cine projectors
& films. 01634 230799,

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, 1 come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.

WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small. Over 30 years’
experience. 07712 760 147
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799.
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 816093,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services

I lam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3-
11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Friday Club
(school years!-5)6.15. Fri Club Extra
(years 7-10) 7.30 Visitors welcome.
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187.

ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859.
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 9460065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76573

C & J CLEARANCE
Houses, garages, lofis, sheds & gardens
cleared. Individual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
efficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& Ina.ndl\ service.Free estimates No job
too small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Mabile 078127
34570 /07970 759404
VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always \-\-L]Ll'ﬂl'll.) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Elly Symonds on 01634 375325,
NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO?
Feeling sad, low, depressed or suicidal”?
Ring Samaritans 01634 730981
7 days a week, 24 hours,
CARTRIDGES from Cartridge
World now stocked in Sunburst Books
21, Station Road, Rainham.
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH
By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
|}hmm £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

Raise money for St Margaret’s Church
Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill.

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR

Karen

Spooner ? /

Apprenticeship served :-:H P
Fully qualified with "‘y
20 years ' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 016341 233815
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk
for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

[GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters

GDAV Fair Trader
701634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation
MEDWAY 374028
Mobile: 07810 583 882

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham

Come and browse amongst our constantly

changing selection of good quality used

Baooks, DVD's, Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices.

Ink Cartridges Now in Stock

Good Local History area of brand new books
All profits support St Margaret's Church, Rainham
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday

Hallett’s H
Plumbing & ‘sdfe
Heating Chris Hallett

CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS

01634 370697 07711 362898

Est 1971 BT

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOES

For oo ssumses waprone 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors o —
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. o A ]
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

AN FREE NO
\ﬁﬁ CURTAI BLJCNE.E? Tn?r%": URers LTp| OBLIGATION
SLI7 CURTAIN & NUFACTURE QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds » Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG

M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co uk, W www crystalcurtains co.uk

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott

07515 630545 or 01634 360661

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Kent MES BAR

Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directors

A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4Q1J Parkwood

Car parking available

i

* Private Chapels of Rest

* Horse Drawn Hearse available

Kent MES 9PW




