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This view of Hempstead dating from the 1920s is still easily recognisable today. It predates The
Flying Saucer pub, but the building on the right was already the social centre of the village. Although
the words on the sign can't be read another photo from the same period reveals that it advertises the
Working Men's Club and Institute. The car registration number is clear - PG 872. There are two
shops, one of which now houses the pharmacy, and a smaller one just left of the houses. They are on
opposite corners of the Harrow Road. See the article on page 9.

Robert J. Kithey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction

BRICK EXTENSIONS AND A
COMPLETE HOUSES
ALSO MAINTENANCE L "BOR"&?OTSOSA?_'E
BN Medway 363669

WHERE NO INFERIOR TRADESMEN OR MATERIALS ARE USED




Next Issue September 7th 2013

Copy Date: Aug 20th Sm Ads Aug 27th
I Editorial: Barbara Mackay Miller

o Advertising: Hamish Mackay Miller

Action Forum Office

21 Station Rd, Rainham MES 7RS

(above Sunburst Books)

Telephone: 01634 310011

Email: afi@thenet.uk.net

Editorial

Oh how things can change in a month! In July I wrote
that we had hardly had a day of summer. Since then
we have hardly had a day when it has not been dry,
sunny and — for me anyway - too hot. I know we
should not complain, and this is very good for the
tourist industry and the economy, but a week of
average weather would be very welcome at the
moment just to refresh ourselves, get a few nights of
good sleep and then resume the hot sunny season for
the remainder of the holiday period. At home we have
long since run out of rainwater collected during the
winter to quench the thirst of our growing crops and
the ground is beginning to resemble a desert, but
fortunately the wet winter means there is no threat of
hosepipe bans at the moment. Over the past decade we
do seem to have lurched from one meteorological
disaster to the next, breaking records all the way.

I also floated the opinion last month that no one would
be able to add to the names we already knew of the
people in our one hundred year old picture of the St
Margaret’s Church bells on the front cover. I should
have known better and consulted my mother before
writing this rash statement. Her opening gambit was
‘Has anyone contacted you about the names?” When [
replied “No of course not” she used her trump card
*Well you missed out Ken Oldland — he is the smartly
dressed man fifth from the left’ - I stand corrected.
August is fraditionally the month when clubs and
societies take a break to allow for a period of
rejuvenation before everything starts again with the
new academic year in September. However some
groups are thinking ahead and are already advertising
for help in the coming months. The Phoenix Singers
would like more altos to join their choir, Hempstead
Village Fete Committee would love to gather a few
fresh faces to help organise events and if you have a
young daughter wanting new experiences the
Brownies are just waiting for her to join them.
Throughout the month all our local walking groups
continue to meet at the weekend and also many walks
are organised midweek for you to enjoy. Now is the
time to get out, make new friends and enjoy the
countryside particularly when the weather is so good.
On a personal note our collection of grandchildren is
growing. Having waited 36 years for our offspring to
take the hint Leonard Thomas (Lenny) arrived,
fashiomhly late, but safely in May and at two months
is already showing his personality and interacting with

big brother Jamie (almost two years old). Come
December we go through the whole process again as
Rachel and Paul who were married in January are
expecting their first baby.

Have a very good month and we will be with you
again, refreshed and raring to go, in September.

Correspondence

NOVELTY DOG SHOW
Dear Editor

As we promised on September [4th 2013, we are
holding our annual Lower Halstow Novelty Dog
Show. Every dog is eligible, pedigree or not,

The entry classes are:-

Fancy Dress,

The Most Hansom Dog
The Prettiest Bitch
Dog/ Bitch, who looks the Happiest,

Dog/ Bitch owner look alike.

There are rosettes and certificates for first to third
place in each class, and two annual Trophy’s and
Goody Bags for Best in Show and Reserve Best in
Show.

As we are starting the judging at 10.00am, there will
be breakfast, tea, coffee and soft drinks available.
We are hoping for an artist to attend who does dog
caricatures (maybe a present for someone), there will
also be a pet supplier displaying all sorts of pet items
for sale.

If the weather is bad, we will be holding the show in
the Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, but if it kind to us,
we will be using the surrounding grass area.

Please come along and support the event as all
proceeds will go towards the Lower Halstow Golden
Oldies Christmas Lunch.

Schedules will be available nearer the date via the
Local Best One Shop, the Three Tuns, or call Kay on
01795 844408,

Yours sincerely
Kay Howard-Challis

INFORMATION EVENT
Dear Editor

Following a very successful previous event, Medway
Parent and Carers Forum are holding an Information
Event for parent/carers and family members with
children and young people with any type of disability,
from birth to 25 who live across Medway. There will
be fun and creative activities to keep your young
people occupied whilst we talk to you about your
issues and concerns and parents can find out more
information about things that may help them in their
day to day lives.

The event is being held on Saturday 14th September
at The Pilkington Building, University of Greenwich,
Central Avenue, Chatham Maritime, ME4 4TB and
runs from 10.00am to 3.00pm.

Admission is free and there will be information about
Direct Payments and Personal Budgm activities,
support groups, fire and police services, adapted
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bicycles and there will be an opportunity for parent/
carers to join discussion groups on the Local Offer and
Short Breaks. Refreshments will be available.

Please note that parent/carers will be responsible for
their children whilst at the event. To find out more
visit our website www.medwaypef.org.uk or e-mail
medwaypcfi@googlemail.com.

Yours sincerely
Keith Clear (Co-Chair)

GILLINGHAM & RAINHAM LOCAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

Although we have a new venue for the coming year,
Byron Road School, Gillingham we will still start our
meetings on the second Friday of each month at
7.15pm. An exciting programme has been planned for
the season beginning on September 13th with a talk by
Vic Chidley about the Excavations on the site of
Grange Manor and continuing on October 11th with
Rod Morley and John Breeze from the Faversham
Gunpowder Society. New members are always very
welcome if you wish to find further information please
contact Ron Baker on 01634 854982

CALLING ALL ALTO’S

We are the Phoenix Singers, a group of mature ladies
who enjoy singing. We meet on a Friday afternoon at
the Methodist Church Hall in Wakeley Road Rainham
between 2.00 & 4.00pm. We sing popular songs, from
the musicals etc. but some are in two parts, and we
are short on alto singers. If you are free on a Friday
afternoon and would like to join us, please contact
Margaret on 01634 231532 for more details.

5th RAINHAM BROWNIES

We are currently looking for girls aged 7 — 10 years to
join our Brownie Group. We have vacancies for
September as our older members move on to Guides.
If your daughter is interested and would like to take
part please contact Lesley Hemsley on 01634 360415
or email lesleyhemsley(@blueyonder.co.uk
HOLIDAY ENTERTAINMENT

Free Children’s Entertainment at Hempstead Valley
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre

Monday 5th until Sunday 18th August 2013

11.00am — 1.00pm & 2.00 — 4.00pm daily

Free Admission

Free Parking

www.hempsteadvalley.com

Berengrave Service Station

Car & Bike MOTs

Servicing — Repairs — Diagnostics
Clutches — Exhausts — Welding
Recovery Now Available

666 Lower Rainham Road 01 634 23361 9

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE FAYRE

Did you enjoy the show this year? If the answer is yes,
would you like to take a bigger part in it by
volunteering to help the Committee put on next year’s
Fayre? The Committee also organise the Christmas
Tree in the centre of the village and other events
throughout the year. We enjoy promoting interesting
activities for the people of Hempstead and at the same
time, raising money for worthwhile charities. The
2013 Village Fayre raised £1000 for BLESMA
(British Legless Ex Servicemen’s Association). We
desperately need more people to join us, as after 5
years we are struggling to keep going with just a
handful of people. Please contact either Sheila
Shepherd, 01634 377597, email
sheliashepherdi@tiscali.co.uk or Val Gorf, 01634
230214, email valeriegorf@blueyonder.co.uk who will
be happy to give you more information.

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors of Action Forum are needed for:
Rainham

Bloors Lane, Penshurst & Pembury Closes
Hawthorne Avenue, Caldew Ave, Ashley Road

Scott Avenue (Railway to High Street), Sutton Close
Taswell Road, Warlingham Close

Wigmore

Top Edwin Road

Woodside, part Hoath Lane, Swain Road & Closes
Upchurch

Forge Lane, Church Farm Road

The Poles and The Street to the Church,

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 or email
af(@dthenet.uk.net

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
*Conservatories — designed and built
sUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
sMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

FENSA MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

WE CARE FOR YOU IN YOUR OWN HOME
From short daily visits to full live-in care
BLUEBIRD CARE
provides a realistic alternative to
residential care
01634 780909
www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/medway




Diary 2013

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
aff@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 20th August

August 3rd - Jumble Sale, St Augustine’s Shaw Memorial
Hall, Rock Avenue Gillingham, 2.00pm, Entry 20p

August 4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Patricia Daniels 07960 295164 Jeskyns Country
park , 6 mile figure of 8 walk to Shorn Hill, undulating,
no stiles, some steps may be muddy, dogs allowed.

August 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Chris 01634
360270, 10.00am for 12.5 mile walk Margate Railway
Station CT9 5AD, TR347705. Train arrives 9.48am or
Station car park £3.00/day . A flat Linear walk to Herne
Bay. Bring picnic lunch. Pub, cafes ete at end.

August 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Geoff 07525
161766 10.00am, Sevenoaks Library, Buckhurst Lane
TN13 11.Q, TQ533545 for 3.5 mile gentle walk through
Knole Park, Pub at end.

August 4th — Centre of Mind Body & Spirit, M2 Services,
Sunday Service 6.30pm, Linda Hotchkins,

August 5th — Monday Hub, St Pauls Church, Parkwood,
10.00am — 12.30pm, light refreshments, conversation,
games ete. All welcome ring 01634 230780 for details.

August 5th — 18th - Free Children’s Entertainment at
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre, 11.00am — 1.00pm
& 2.00 —4.00pm daily, www.hempsteadvalley.com

August 6th - Dementia Café, St Paul's Church, Long
Catlis Road, 1.00 —3.00pm. A friendly and supportive
meeting place for people with Dementia and their
carers. Everyone welcome, free refreshments available
more information Sylvia Wolfson 07557 111060 or
email sylvia.wolfson@alzheimers.org.uk

August 6th — Wildflowers, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon, learn about the folklore and uses of
wildflowers Not suitable for children under 12 years
old. £2 per person 01634 337432

August 6th - Orienteering Family Fun, Capstone Farm
Cmmll) park, 10.00am — 12noon, Test your
orienteering skills. Suitable for groups, ‘families and
indi\-iduu]s. £2 per person 01634 338191

August 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Competition
Night, 7.30 pm Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave

August 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Mike10.00am
for 7.5 mile walk Teston Country Park (Fee). MEIS
SBX, Gradual climb through fields before dropping
down to Yalding. Return along River Medway

August 7th - Creative Clay Creatures, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am ~ 12noon or 1.00 - 3pm, accompanied
children aged 4 — 12 years, £2 per child, 01634 337432

August 7th - All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Hempstead
Village Hall, 2.00 — 4.00pm Afiernoon Tea, Charity
Event, details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

August 8th - Beginners Fishing, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 9.00 - 11.00am or 1.00 - 3.00pm, Learn the basics
of course fishing, aimed at beginners and those wanting
to improve. All equipment and bait supplied. Suitable
for accompanied children aged 8 - 12 years, £10 per
child, ring 01634 338191 to book

August 8th - Donn Barcott’s Five 5 Live, 8.30pm 44Two
Club Featherby Road, Elaine Diane (Vocals) with
special guest, songs from Great American Song Book
plua a magician at your table, raffle, bar admission £6
all welcome, details 01634 405037

August 9th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every Friday
9.45am — 2noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for a cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634
364309 for details.

August 10th - NSPCC Cream Tea, 41 Woodside,
Rainham, 1.30 - 4.30pm, Tickets £3.50 (including
refreshments) available on the day, 01634 231003
August 11th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10am,
meet Pearl Stevens 02274 602929 Camer Country Park,
Meopham, 3 mile undulating walk, no dogs

August 11th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Pete/Kate
Ware, 10.00am for 6 mile walk at Cliffe RSPB car park
ME3 7SX TQ722758, flat circular walk

August 12th — Medway Scrabble Club, St Stephens
Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, alternate
Mondays 2.00 — 4.30pm details 01634 230500

ART EXPERIENCE DAYS
IN LOWER HALSTOW
WATERCOLOUR / CALLIGRAPHY
Absolute beginners and Improvers
August 6th & 7th - October 1st & 2nd
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk
PHONE JACKY: 01622 861983

Lane, Rainham. New members welcome, ring 366276

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

Gas safety checks

mstallation of gas

clectric cookers.

A.C. Domestics

Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and

heating, boilers, [ires, gas and

01622 730960 / 07799887754

LOGS

TURF
TOPSOIL
BARK

LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN

INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700

central
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August 12th — Monday Hub, (see 5th Aug).

August 12th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening of each month to help people still in
employment who have lost a loved one, join us for a
cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634 364309 for details.

August]2th - Medway Organ Club Concert, 2nd Monday
of each month, Parkwood Community Centre. 7.00pm -
10.00pm, details ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

August 13th - Mini- beast Hunt, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon or 1.00 — 3.00pm, Learn to identify
the creatures. Suitable for accompanied children aged 5

12 years, £2 per child 01634 337432

August 13th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club,
Club Members' Silent Auction, St George Hotel, New
Road, Chatham, 7.30 for 8.00 pm all visitors are made
most welcome. Enquiries Miss E Boyes 0147 4823606

August 14th — Bredhurst W, 7.30pm Village Hall, Walk,
Cream Tea & Quiz, ring 01634 389966 for details.

August 14th - Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch Village
Hall, 7-30pm Workshop using wool etc. Information
ring 01622 884657 / 01795 472973 / 01634 863034

August 14th - Teddy Bears Picnic, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 11.00am — 2.00pm Bring your picnic and
join storytelling, fun and games, accompanied children
aged 3 — 7 years £3 per child 01634 338191

August 15th - Orienteering Family Fun, (see 6th Aug)

August 16th — Centre of Mind Body & Spirit, 7.30pm,

M2 Services, Clairvoyant Evening, Francis Stadden.

August 16th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland
Avenue, Gillingham, 8.30pm, Clark Tracey Quintet
featuring Henry Amburg-Jennings on trumpet. Entry
£10, Enquiries 01634 3635352 or 07544 312743,

August 17th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, walking
the North Downs Way (section 5) with Stephen
Manning 07598 330622, 11.5 miles from near West
Hawke, Gangers Hill, Oxted CR3 7AD, street parking
no weekend restriction, ring for more information.

August 17th - Rainham South Councillors surgery,
Parkwood Community Centre 9.30am - 12noon, no
appointment necessary.

August 17th - Quiz Night, Oasthouse Community Centre,
7.30pm, Admission £2, Members £1.50, 01634 710553

August 17th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for Girls,
Derwent Way, 8.00 — 11.00pm, Ballroom — Latin -
Sequence dancing, Enquiries 01634 363738 email
s.colins02@ btinternet.com

August 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet GeofT 07525
161766, 10.00am for 12.5 mile walk at Otford Village
car park opposite The Bull (PH) in the High Street
TNI4 SPG TQ526594, a lot of road walking but some
very picturesque areas, Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end.

August 18th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet John Trebill 01634 244045 at Yalding
Station, for a 6 mile fairly flat walk, no dogs

August 18th - Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm Refreshments provided, Free
register interest 01634 337432

August 19th — Monday Hub, (see 5th Aug).

August 19th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 12th Aug).
August 19th - lenorn WI, Abba Evening, St Matthew's
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, 7.30pm, Visitors

welcome, Ring 01634 263405 for details.

August 19th - Rainham Evening Women'’s Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham, Members
Evening, competition - Holiday Postcards, ring 01634
262577 for more details.

August 20th - Dementia Café, (see 6th Aug).

August 20th - Wild Food, Capstone Farm Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon, Discover the food that grows
naturally in the wild, Suitable for accompanied children
aged 4 - 12 years. £2 per person 01634 338191

August 21st - Under-the-sea Collage, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon, Pop in for five minutes or half
an hour, Suitable for accompanied children aged 4 - 12
years, £2 per child, 01634 337432

August 21st - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Malcolm Withnall illustrated talk *Less pain -
More gain — gardening for over 70s°, new members
welcome ring 01634 233554 for details.

August 22nd - Beginners Fishing, (see 8th Aug).

August 22nd - Family Discovery Walk (Summer),
Riverside Country Park 10.00am — 12noon, Join a
ranger on a walk looking at signs of summer. Fun and
interesting for all the family. £2 pp 01634 337432

August 24th & 25th - Dolls House Exhibition, St
Margaret's Junior School, Rainham, 10.00am — 4.00pm
(3.00pm Sunday), Entrance free, For further
information contact Sylvia 01634 312038

August 25th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847 828249 at
Egerton Village car park, for a 5 mile undulating walk
in the Weald, dogs allowed.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

* Freeview
» Freesat Dishes Installed

* Extra TV/SKY Points
* TV Wall Mounting Service
* Free Estimates
Call Nick 07949 588404
Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

//,/m/@@ﬁ#wmm

DeS|gn and |n3ta" i lSituatcd in a quiet rural location in an area

Frlendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
Ifor cats only.

4 completely new cattery, fully compliant
hwith all new legislation. FAE accredited care
provided.

[Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Centact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com)
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com)




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERID ACCOLNTANTE

*  Accounts

4 Bloors Lane. Rainham,

Kent MES 7EG o %

Tel: 01634 375222 Book-keeping
Fax: 01634 371318 Payrall

E Mail: admin jadaceountants.co,uk * Audit

www._jadaccountants.co,uk Associated Serviees

Craniosacral Therapist
Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including:
neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches =
stress & anxiety

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456
Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Qualified technidon. References available

D 0 IT4 U honte improvements|handyman

Bathrooms e Clackrooms e Kitchens o Tiling » Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring  Lighting e Blinds
Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for « free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doit4u.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG iz
BRYANT IS

CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321
T.]. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phane for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 15 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexology—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephane Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows
telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
_ Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding

* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE 1!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

wour. Bookings Only .........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Back & Body Health Care.
The Clubhouse Lower Halstow
Phone: 01634 234 835 home visits available
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S & R.S.I,
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Bowen Therapy, Massage.
Bren Barry - ECBS. CNHC. ITEC. IFR

JAZZ GIG

Anchorians Rugby Club, Darland Avenue,

Clark Tracey Quintet featuring

Friday 16th August, 8.30pm

Henry Amburg-Jennings on trumpet.

Admission £10

Enquiries 01634 365352 or 07544 312743,

QUIZ NIGHT

Oasthouse Community Centre, Granary Close,
Every third Saturday of the month

Saturday 17th August, 7.30pm

Admission £2, Members £1.50
For more information ring Maggi 01634 710553

DOLLS HOUSE EXHIBITION

Saturday 24th August, 10.00am — 4.00pm
Sunday 25th August, 10.00am — 3.00pm

St Margaret’s Junior School, Orchard Street,

Entrance free (last entry 30mins before closing)
New this year — A Department Store
For information contact Sylvia 01634 3120338
UPCHURCH FARMERS MARKET

4th Sunday of every month (Feb — Nov)
Sunday 25th August, 10.00am — 1.00pm

Upchurch Village Hall

Variety of stalls providing a wide range of local
produce, crafts and services including
a Butcher, a Baker and a Candlestick maker!
Good quality at reasonable prices
A non-profit, community project which needs your
support so why not set your SatNav to ME9 7TEU

and pay us a visit?

More details from Andrea 01634 361040

SUMMER SHOW

Upchurch Horticultural Society,
Upchurch Village Hall
Saturday September 7th, doors open at 2.00pm,
presentation at 3.30pm.

Full details ring Steve 01634 373723.

ACTIVE BIRTH WORKSHOP (2 Day)

Saturday 7th and 14th September, 9.30am — 5.00pm
St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive.

Cost is £40 per couple.

Free refreshments all day including hot buffet lunch.
To book visit www.thel39¢lub.co.uk

FAMILY FIRST AID COURSE

Saturday 7th September, 9.30am — 4.00pm

St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive.

Cost is £20 per person.

Free refreshments all day including hot buffet lunch.
To book visit www.thel39club.co.uk

BABY MASSAGE COURSE
September 9th, 16th & 23rd 10.00 - 11.00am
St Pauls Church, Parkwood, Gillingham
£4 for entire course
To enrol contact Elaine Wheeler
01634 379360 or email
babymassage(@thel39¢club.co.uk

ART GROUP

Friendly, tutor-led Art Group meets Mondays 1.00 —
3.00pm (term-time only) at St. Margaret's Junior
School, Orchard Street, Rainham. Mixed ability -
beginners very welcome. £5.00 per session,

For more information telephone 01634 230715.

WIGMORE AND PARKWOOD PARISH

We would be grateful for your help.

We are conducting a census of our Parish in order to
determine the Catholic population (practising and
lapsed) for future planning purposes.

If there are any Catholics in your house please call
01634 364134 and leave your house number and
street and if you wish your name.

The information collected will only be used for this
census purpose and to ensure the church’s records
are up to date.

Thank you from St Augustine’s Catholic Church
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Neat Feet

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health

Practitioner

*Corns & Hard Skin Removed

* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails

*pDiabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:

01634 322591

¢y

B e o
T.R.Y.
DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer

Installation * Maintenance * Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires « Bathrooms = All general plumbing

01634 262659

Plumbing
& Heating

* Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No. 205861

"
o]

o

Mob 07901 654306

NEED A NEW PATIO? |
Crazy Paving - Sandstone - Cobbles - Concrete
Free Quortes - Dest Prices
Call 01634 616992
07921 856 214

email: info@thecrazypaver.com |

al

ASTERA | ARMs @

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS
Alarms—CCTV~-Access Control v
www.masteralarms.com Fair Traﬂer
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JULY

“Unkempt about those hedges blows

An English unofficial rose”

On a hot and sunny day in early July, I headed towards
Bredhurst Wood in order to see the orchids that grow
in the chalk down land adjacent to the wood. It is an
ancient wood of about 600 acres and is managed by
the Bredhurst Wood Action Group. Details of the
conservation work carried out by the group is shown
on its well- produced website, www.bwag.org.uk.
Having parked my car in Hurstwood Road, [ headed
towards Bredhurst Church, but turned right, down a
stony Lane, just before reaching the church. I paused
to look at a notice board erected by the group and
helped myself to a leaflet about the wood. I also
stopped to listen to the song of a yellow hammer on
the top of a hawthorn bush and a skylark singing high
in the sky above me. The lane soon lead me to a spot
that overlooks Day Valley and Bredhurst Wood
beyond it. The chalk down land bank of the valley is
part of the slope that stretches for some three miles,
from nearby Arran Bank to Queendown Warren
Nature Reserve.

I left the stony lane, which is a byway of ancient
origin, and passed through a metal swing gate into the
field that fills Day Valley. On my left, an overgrown
hawthorn hedgerow was festooned with the flowers of
dog roses. The species is the most common and
widespread of our native wild roses and their sweet
scented flowers vary in colour from deep pink to
white. On my right, the steep slope of the valley was
covered in a sea of slightly waving, light brown
coloured heads of grass seed. Closer inspection
revealed swathes of yellow and white flowers among
the grasses. The former were comprised mainly of
buttercup, hawkweed, horse shoe vetch, bird's foot
trefoil and kidney vetch. Dog daisies provided the
contrasting splashes of white. It was however the
orchids that attracted most of my attention. There were
a few fragrant orchids, with flowers of pink to purple
growing in the form of an elongated spire. Unlike
other British orchids, this species really does have a
fragrant scent. Pyramidal orchids were widespread on

the bank. They are also coloured from pink to purple
and grow in a dense pyramidal spike. | came across
just two man orchids, which were going to seed. The
orchid has the shape of a manikin and has greenish
yellow flowers in dense spikes. Because of their
colour, man orchids can be hard to find and | may
have missed some.

The chalk grassland in Day Valley is not grazed, but is
cut for hay every now and again, once the flowers
have seeded. It constitutes one of those few traditional
hay meadows that Prince Charles is anxious to
preserve. | came across a few Adonis blue butterflies
in the valley, feeding on the nectar of horse shoe vetch
plants. [ was surprised to see them because they are
supposed to be confined to sites where the soil is thin
and the turf so closely grazed that the sun can bake the
ground. The male has brilliant blue wings and I'm sure
that I had correctly identified them. One writer has
claimed that even if you have never seen an Adonis
blue before, the colour of'its wings are such a brighter
blue than any other British butterfly, that you will
recognise one when you see one.

My July trip to Day Valley was not my first this year.
The first was in late May and was made with a group
of local people and a local dog called Dougal, allied
by Mike Philips of the Kent Amphibian and Reptile
Group. We made a fairly early start in order to catch
adders, slow worms and common lizards basking in
the morning sunshine. We first visited Arran Bank and
we were told to keep our eyes open in areas where
scrub meets long grass. The latter affords a place
where the reptiles can catch the sun's rays and the
scrub gives them a bolt hole in the event of being
disturbed. A bank vole, a favourite prey of the adder,
was spotted scuttling away, but not a single reptile.
We were however hopeful of being lucky on the sunlit
bank of Day Valley. And we were. We saw a female
adder as it wriggled back into cover, a young adder in
a posturing pose and two slow worms. One of the
latter had discarded its tail as a result of some predator
catching hold of it. We found the cylindrical shaped
skin that it had recently shed, which was minus the
section where its tail would have been. We saw no
lizards, but we were all pleased with our morning's
walkabout. Our visit did however have an unfortunate

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
[Domestic and Commercial Work

IAll Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts

MEDWAY PLUMBING
AND DRAINAGE

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
CylindersRepaired/ Replaced
Tanks—Cisterns— Blockages
No Job Too Small

FAST, AFFORDABLE,

[Boarding
Cattery

Owner FAB trained LDH

Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household

sequel. In June a large area of scrub on Arran Bank
and in Day Valley was cleared by contractors on
behalf of National Grid. This work should have been
done in winter when birds are no longer nesting and
amphibians are safely hibernating underground. Soon
after the work had been done, we saw, on our
television screens, among the debris left by the
contractors, the distressing sight of the mangled
remains of an adder.

Joe Ennis
HEMPSTEAD
The agricultural depression which developed after
1870 as cheap food began to be imported led to the
sale of many farms. Hempstead Farm was sold in
1894 to the Brake family of Farnborough, Hants, who
specialised in buying up land and selling it off in small
parcels. These could be of 1 acre (or 2, 3...), large
enough for smallholdings, costing £20 per acre, or
building plots measuring 20' x 200" at £10 each. The
buyers secured fresh air and freedom!
But as Ronald Baldwin writes in his Gillingham
Chronicles "The reality was a proliferation of single-
storey wooden shacks and huts of all shapes, sizes and
colours, raised off the ground by bricks. There were
no amenities: roads were unmade, rutted in summer
and muddy in winter, no piped water, drainage,
sewers, gas or electricity’. Water was brought to Hoath
Lane in the early 1900s..... but plotholders had both to
pay for the installation and dig channels for the
pipes. Otherwise wells or neighbours provided
water. Nevertheless by 1905 more than twenty-five
owners lived on their plots throughout the year, and
six years later there were nearly seventy resident
families.
Hempstead was quiet and well-wooded, and appealed
to town-dwellers looking for a rural retreat. Larger
plots were often bought by those seeking to augment a
pension by growing fruit, vegetables and flowers,
keeping chickens or pigs, or supplying wood to the
nearby Medway towns. A store selling basic
necessities occupied a corner of one of the
outbuildings (once a granary) of the old farmhouse; a
Congregational Church (‘the Tin Chapel') was
established in 1905, and All Saints' Mission Church
was built in 1911/12. The school, which had opened
in 1907 with 22 pupils, grew rapidly: there were 88 in
1909, and new classrooms were added in 1911 so that
up to 200 children could be accommodated.

For other needs villagers had to walk or drive into
Luton, but Kelly's 1926 Directory reveals that now
there was a Post Office and shop run by Mrs Mary
Ann Hopper, another general shop kept by Ernest
Hughes, and a bootmaker, James Evans. The social
centre of the village stood at the junction of the
Harrow Road and Hempstead Road. A long barn,
tormerly one of the farm buildings, had been used for
agricultural shows, and later it was refurbished to
provide a hall where whist drives, dances and other
events could be held. Attached to the hall was the
Hempstead Working Men's Club & Institute, its
Secretary being Sydney Spiller. After a day's work
men could enjoy a smoke and a drink over a game of
cribbage or dominoes. The decor was rather spartan -
wooden chairs and tables, and a spittoon or two on the
floor. Ales were supplied by Ind Coope at this time.
During the late 1920s there was a serious fire at the
Club which, like any other, attracted numerous
spectators. Amongst them was a small boy who had
been brought by his father to witness the fate awaiting
those who succumbed to the demon drink. The leader
of the Hempstead branch of the Band of Hope (a
Temperance Society) was an ex-London policeman
named Caleb Morrish, and apparently he was observed
marching up and down close to the scene shouting
"Burn! Burn!" at the top of his voice.

During the next decade Hempstead continued to grow,
with more substantial houses being built between, or
replacing, the shacks. One, opposite the Club, had
been occupied by both a donkey and its owner until
the late 1920s, but I think that today only one of the
original wooden homes remains. There were a dozen
market gardens, nurseries and poultry farms in the
mid-thirties, the proprietor of one of the latter at
'Windermere' combining his business with that of' a
radio dealer. This was Edgar Green, whose premises
would later become Green's Garage.

In 1935 the village was postally still part of Chatham,
and dwellings were distinguished by name - Harrow
and Hempstead Roads, Pine Grove and Pear Tree
Lane had yet to be numbered. By this time the Club,
now supplied by Style and Winch, had gained a
Steward, John Reed, and Frederick Brush had become
the Secretary. His address was '"Margaret Cottage'.
The Club & Institute is not listed in Kelly's 1951
Street Directory. for it closed under that name on 31st
December 1950. RAD  To be continued
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Phone Brian 01634 351244
obhile: 07775 423744

RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed

i Fully Insured
Falr Trader 1634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Viewing welcome, by appointment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurs
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurs
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* CHIPPING
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TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services h =
Reg No HELP is on its way
¥ UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
sife POWER FLUSHING
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey pip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

GARDEN MAINTENANCE * FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 871402 01795 459105

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights, sockets, fuse boards & full rewires

Free earthing bonding upgrade
with every fuseboard
(on production of this advert)
Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

pomesTic 2

wstaLem |==]

For 24 hour service call 07738 921296
Builders &

P}/S Decorators

EXTENSIONS +» GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

towards the 11

Telephone: 01634 235383
86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES8 7NJ

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tuition Centre

Effective tuition for children working
grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent
05602 538 882
{local call rates)

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCLE
City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOPQUALITY AT COMPETTHTVE
RATES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
* Member of Gas Safety Register

* All Boiler Servicing & Repair Specialists

* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
= 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Side Hung Doors
iAmerican Style Sectional
Insurance Approved

GARAGE DOORS

South East Garage Doors
15 Years Experience

01634 387701

Available Monday - Saturday
www._south-east-garage-doors.co.uk

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

Maintenance undertaken, Roller Doors
New Systems Fitted [OAP Discounts H AY cspacts of
I R g futomation filll‘ Tﬂ!ﬂl!l‘ tree work
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports " "
40 Up& Overs incl stump grinding

Free quotations

Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham ME8 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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August 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet
Alex/Mandy, 10.00am for 6 mile walk at the RSPB car
park at Cliffe Pools, ME3 7SU, TQ723761, very flat
with excellent views of bird reserve and River Thames.
Good chance to see lots of wild life, Bring picnic lunch.

August 25th - Upchurch Farmers Market, 10.00am —
1.00pm, Upchurch Village Hall, Variety of stalls, Good
quality at reasonable prices, Andrea 01634 361040

August 27th - Treasure Trove Trail, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 11.00am - 2.00pm, prizes for those who
complete the trail. Suitable for accompanied children
aged 5 — 12 vears, £3 per child 01634 338191

August 28th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Peter/Ann
01634 718893, 10.00am for 4 mile walk at Lower
Higham, Church Street, ME3 7L.S TQ717742, a Walk
With A Challenge Midway. Please park tidily in road
by church. Pub at end.

August 28th - Teddy Bears Picnic, Riverside Country
Park, 11.00am — 2.00pm, Bring your picnic and join in
storytelling, fun and games. Suitable for accompanied
children aged 3 — 7 years £3 per child 01634 3374321

August 29th - Beginners Fishing, (see 8th Aug).

August 29th - Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,
7.30pm, ring Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038

September 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet John
07879 857307, 10.00am Bluebell Hill Car Park,
Common Road, TQ743621 MES 9RG 13.5 miles,
some hills, woods, farmland and views over River
Medway. Bring Picnic lunch. Pub stop at end.

September 1st — Centre of Mind Body & Spirit, M2
Services, Sunday Service 6.30pm, Shauna McCusker

September 2nd — Monday Hub, (see 5th Aug).

September 2nd — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 12th Aug).

September 2nd - Parkwood Leisure Club, Tea and Chat,
St Paul’s Church, 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members
welcome” ring 01634 366056 or 373594 for details.

September 3rd - Dementia Café, (see 6th Aug).

September 3rd — GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30pm United
Reformed Church, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
Improvisation, ring 232998 for details.

September 3rd - Rainham Horticultural Society, Wildlife
Gardening, (see 6th Aug).

September 5th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Madagascar
Wildlife Tour, Elizabeth Sillifant, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, for over 50s, ring 01634
235507 for details.

September 5th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Village
Hall, behind All Saints Church, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Tea and
Chat, new members welcome ring 01634 366907,

September 7th - Jumble Sale, (see 3rd Aug).

September 7th & 14th - Active Birth Workshop (2 Day),
9.30am — 5.00pm, St Matthew’s Church, Drewery
Drive. £40 per couple. Free refreshments all day inc.
hot buffet lunch. To book visit www.thel39¢club.co.uk

September 7th - Family First Aid Course 9.30am —
4.00pm, St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive. £20 per
person. Free refreshments all day inc. hot buffet lunch.
To book visit www.thel39¢club.co.uk

September 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Show
Day, Millennium Centre 2.00 -4.00pm, ring 366276

September 7th - Upchureh Horticultural Society, Summer
Show, Village Hall, 2.00pm, presentation 3.30pm. Full
details ring Steve 01634 373723,

September 7th - Bredhurst Village Show, 2.30pm.

September 7th - Medway Folk Dance Club, 7.30 -
10.00pm United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham. New and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner, for details ring
01634 366189 or 388546,

September 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet
Tony/Ann 01634 406634 10.00am Eynsford car park.
TQ340655 DA4 OEH 5.6 miles along Darenth Valley
Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end with lunches available.

September 9th - Parkwood Leisure Club, Bingo, (see 2nd
Sept).

September 9th, 16th & 23rd - Baby massage Course,
10.00 — 11.00am, St Paul’s Church, Parkwood, £3 for
entire course contact Elaine Wheeler 01634 379360 or
email babymassage@thel39c¢lub.co.uk for details.

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service

01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

HPR Ltd: The Madern Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore., Fair Trader

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS
01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quate

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564




STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS I'OR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

Double Glazing &
m Garage Doors Specialists
01634 313821
Upve Windows Doors & Conservatories
Repairs ~ Entrance Gates ~ Automation
Garage Doors ~ Fascia & Soffit i
10 Year Guarantees on all products @

www kent-home-improvements.co.uk

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
POINTED OR
UPY( S, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR RK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOQ BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES B8NS
Domestic Installer

-
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Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544 Cmy brief

www.mybrief.com cRoficiTonrs

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

b f-; Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

'-\A - .‘ _‘1. s

[FASCIAS » SOFFITS + BARGEBOARDS +« CLADDING * GUTTERING

Where Cuality Counts! ﬁ

01634 321202

Maintenance Free Exteriors
243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MES 0OLJ

1 Full Ventilation with Bird Guard

Linwood Home Electronics

o TV repair service e Panasonic Specialist
e Retune & set up ¢ AUTHORISED for service
e Established 1982 e Family owned & run

70 Station Rd, Rainham. (01634) 230261 www linwoodhe.com

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

or

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS

All aspects of decorating and small
building works undertaken including Block
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years

Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
101634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service]

Diary 2013

September 9th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Evening Group (see 12th Aug)

September 9th - Medway Organ Club Concert, (12th Aug
September 10th - Medway Antique and Collectors'
Club, Regency Porcelain, (see 13th Aug).

September 11th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Graham
07989 753278 10.00am Otford village main car park
T(Q526594 TN14 5PQ for a 6.5 mile Linear walk.
Returning on 2pm bus from Farningham. One climb
near end otherwise fairly flat. Bring picnic lunch, Pub
at end with lunches available.

September 11th - Medway Evacuees Club, 2.00pm
Millennium Centre, Rainham - A performance by Irish
singer/entertainer Steve Erickson, all welcome £1.50
per person, ring 01634 372189 for details.

September 11th — Bredhurst W1, Frankie Davison -
Flower Arranging, (see 14th Aug).

September 11th - Rainham Flower Club, Demonstration
by Nick Grounds (see 14th Aug).

September 11th - All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Guide
Dog Trainer Fiona Byers, (see 7th Aug)

September 12th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Mysteries of
Blue Bell Hill (see 5th Sept)

September 12th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Growing Old
Disgracefully, June Faulkner, (see 5th Sept)

September 12th - Donn Barcott’s Five 5 Live, (8th Aug)

September 13th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Byron School, Byron Road, Gillingham,
7.15pm, Grange Manor — Excavations on site - Vic

A ] - =
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t 01634 387762
m 07711082415

Security Installation

and Mainten3nce

e CCTV & Intruder Alarms

= Fire Alarms

» Access Control

« Automated Gates/Barriers

Total Security Services

Chidley, further information Ron Baker 01634 854982

September 14th - Money Management Course, 10.00am
1.00pm, St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive.
Admission Iree. Refreshments Contact Sarah Cross for
information: sarah@thel39¢lub.co.uk or 07731 786333

September 14th - Lower Halstow Novelty Dog Show,
every dog cligible, Schedules will from Local Best One
Shop, the Three Tuns, or call Kay 01795 844408,

September 14th — GHS Floral Art Group, Autumn Show,
United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
ring 232998, see www.gillinghamhs.org.uk or
email@gillinghamhs.org.uk for details.

September 14th — Chatham Grammar Association
Centenary Lunch, School Hall, Rainham Road,
Chatham, 12.30pm, three speakers Myra Clare, Inge
Watson and David Gundry Tickets £22, apply in
writing, to 37 Homefield Drive, Rainham,. MES 8RS,

September 14th - Craft and produce Fair, Millennium
Centre 9.00am — 12.30pm supporting St. Margaret's
Church. Free entry to the public.

September [5th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Mike
07855 929404 10.00am Linton Park free car park on
left as you enter village TQ755502 ME17 4AW for 8.5
miles, lovely walk with views & Deer park. Pub at end.

September 16th — Medway Scrabble Club, (see 12th Aug)

September [6th - Wigmore WI, Ray Spiller - Another trip
down memory lane! (see 19th Aug)

September 16th — Rainham Wives, Methodist Church
Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham 8.00pm, Welcome back
and members evening, New members welcome, £1.50
per visit includes refreshments, for details ring Sue
01634 230639.

LW Decorating

20 years experience

For a professional and friendly service
Call Louis on 07792 240041

65 Norman Close, Wigmore, Kent ME8 0TQ

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

crirz: - plastering

Skimming, Coving, Rendering,
Drywall board work, Floor Screeding,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs

Tel: 01634 379822 ;‘{w"o._‘
Mob: 07897 498189

Free Surveys & Quotes

Fair Trader




Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month

Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
TAI CHI BEGINNERS CLASSES
starting end of July and throughout
August in Rainham & Upchurch. Find
out more about the gentle, flowing but
very effective exercise system to
maintain & improve, your physical &
mental health. Suits all ages.

Contact David or Maria on:-

01634 365069 or Mob: 07805 608003,
email: mindsettaichif@aol.com
Greenscape Garden & Ponds

All garden work & maintenance. Call
Sam 01634 318139 or 07749 872 970

John's MOBILE CAR CLEANING
Standard wash & wax from £5. Full
valet from £7.50. Call 01634 304648

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859

PET PORTRAITS. Your favourite
pet photos transformed into beautiful
hand drawn portraits in pencil and ink.
See www.davidmwoodrow.com or
call David on 07590 501 420.

HOME TUITION 5-11 including
11+ Literacy and Numeracy. £23 per
hour includes all materials. Laura
07868 973 742

Local GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Lawn Mowing, plant potting, general
tidying ete. Call Sam 07531 705 765

Be rid of anxieties & panic attacks
www.elizabethanne.co.uk

PAMPERED AND POLISHED
Gellux Manicures Pedicures Waxing
Eyelash and Eyebrow Tinting Facials
Mandy 01634 370697 / 07849 276057
8 years qualified - Wigmore based

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging, tidying.

01634 361505,

SOPHISTICATS refurbished

Back again under new ownership.

For quality giftware, sculpture and
ready to hang art. Bespoke framing
by local master framer.

Secondary market Swarovski Crystal.
Browsers very welcome. 31 Station
Road, Rainham. 01634 361436
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
LOCAL MAN WISHES TO BUY oil
paintings, watercolours, prints and old
frames, any condition. Courteous,
discreet attention. Ring Peter on
07776 186 819

Home Maintenance Services for all
those jobs in & around the home. No
job too small, Free estimates. Call
01634 714724 or 07586 855626
TBF CARPENTRY SERVICES
Customised furniture for home or
garden, decking, and any household
carpentry jobs, including flat

pack furniture assembly / installation.
See www.thfcarpentry.co.uk

Ring 01634 306387 or 07824 430537
MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522/ 07930 378834,
CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.

For free quote Tel 07591 563 114
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your ovento a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret
01634 363315 /07766 980 732
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services, No job too small.

No call out charge. Call Andy
01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 23 34105/ 07866 315 471
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants

School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053,

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199.
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
TOPCAT TUITION CENTRE
Bredhurst - 11 Plus preparation for
Medway and Kent grammar schools,
GCSE Maths and English. Junior and
secondary Maths and English booster
classes. Fully trained, CRB checked
teachers. Improve your child’s chances in
2013 and beyond! Call Catherine -
01634 712062 or Mob 07983 525538
topeattutorsi@aol.co.uk

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.

GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. All year round service.
Grass mowing, hedge cutting, weeding
& tidying. Established 10 years
Friendly service. 01634 378763.
MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

YOGA Classes [DANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634
317463 Website www.freed-om.co.uk
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available,
01634 364985 07930 183466,
BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977,

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered technician.
Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 19 years® experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631,

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720.

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying leak
07960 111 266

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, I come to you eves &
weekends, No fix no fee.

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee. )

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small. Over 30 years’
experience. 07712 760 147
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHILP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 328537,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
11am and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3-
11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Friday Club
(school yearsI-5) 6.15. Fri Club Extra
(years 7-10) 7.30 Visitors welcome.
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187.

0ld Photographs of Rainham available
as posteards at 40p each from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham. Prints
at A5, Ad and A3 also available from The
National Map Centre above the shop. To
view the current selection see
www.thenet.uk.net

ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350,

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427
ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

RAINHAM CRICKET CLITIB David
Wood's book “150 Not Out™ is a
history of the club 1856 to 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

DISCO - pmiLss‘iunal entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow”. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,

MATHS TUITION to GCSE and

A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years” experience. 01634 234732,
CINE FILMS& SLIDES transferred
to DVD. We also want old cine projectors
& films. 01634 230799.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Altractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
(79234 76573

C & J CLEARANCE

Houses, garages, lofis, sheds & gardens
cleared. Individual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
efficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& friendly service. Free estimates No job
too small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Maobile 078127
34570/ 07970 759404

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly housebound.
Dentures made and repaired. Free of
charge for ]:N.Up|L recelving guaranteed
pension credit or income support. Tel.
842566 (surgery hours).

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by

Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps etc with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21 Station
Road, Rainham. For mail order please
call 01634 310011.

CARTRIDGES from Cartridge
World now stocked in Sunburst Books
21, Station Road, Rainham.

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR
Karen 2
Spooner

Apprenticeship served _-J;i ‘\?-‘_

Fully qualified with
200 years ' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
™o job too small - Special rates for (JAPs
Tel: 01634 233815
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill.




JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
Books, DVD's, Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices.

Ink Cartridges Now in Stock

Good Local History area of brand new books

CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 3628938

MEDWA y 3 740 28 All profits support St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s / Est 1971
Plumbing & /séife
Heating Chris Halflett

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

foros ssimtes weorore 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors ,.'.““.:
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. pomesme (7

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

| FREE NO
LDJ CRYSTAL OBLIGATION
~ 17 CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains » Tracks
All types of Blinds .« Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appaintment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,

skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott

M, E: sales@crystalcurtaing co uk, W. www crystalcurtans co.uk

07515 630545 or 01634 360661

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funenal Dinectors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES SPW

» Private Chapels of Rest -

* Horse Drawn Hearse available




