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Rainham Cricket Club Married and Singles Match 1948, The club was formed in July 1856 by two wealthy local
farmers Thomas Dodd and Richard Mansfield Wakeley. James Miles another wealthy farmer allowed the club to
play on a meadow at Siloam Farm. By 1890 the club were playing on Rainham Recreation Ground in Station Road
although they did return to Siloam later for a few seasons. In 1923 Colonel H.E. Day gave permission to use
Berengrove Park as their home ground. In 1957 G.H. Ward, a local builder, gave the park to the people of
Rainham but allowed the Cricket Club to continue playing on a lease. This continues to this day - see the article on
page 9. Information from 150 not out The Complete History of Rainham Cricket Club® by David Wood,
published 2006, available price £15 from Sunburst Books, Station Road, Rainham.
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Editorial

Litter is a perennial problem and it seems to be getting
worse. [ hope it is because of our proximity to the
motorway and fast food outlets that we have so much
abandoned rubbish in our area of Meresborough but 1
fear it is a problem throughout Medway. From
comments by other walkers I meet whilst picking up
the cans, bottles and wrappers scattered on the road
between our house and the M2 Service Station (our
local newspaper shop) I know many individuals spend
time picking up litter and yet it still appears. Most is
obviously just thrown from the car when the contents
have been finished - or quite often not finished. Why
is it so difficult to keep it inside the carand put in your
own rubbish container at home? However what
completely fail to understand is why you would load
the car with an armchair and large empty box and
drive to a country lane to unload it by the side of the
road, as has happened this week, when the Council
will perfectly happily collect it, at no charge, from
your own doorstep. Alternatively the chair could have
been donated to charity — it looked in good enough
condition before the snow and rain came down. How
do we get the message across? | feel so ashamed of
our surroundings when you cannot walk more than a
few yards without yet another drink can clattering
beneath your feet.

I suppose I should be grateful to be able to walk
anywhere at the moment. The weather has been
atrocious. If it is not raining, sleeting or snowing it is
cold or even freezing, not what should be happening at
the end of March. Optimistically we booked a weeks
holiday for the end of March in sunny Oxfordshire — it
seemed like a good idea at the time, last year we were
talking of heat waves and prolonged drought at this
time. Unfortunately it looks as though we will be
experiencing the other end of the scale with rain, snow
and freezing temperatures, not much fun for getting
out and walking in the countryside.

Always looking on the bright side, many people in the
area are busy preparing for the usual spring and
summer outdoor events. We include details this month
for Easter Egg Hunts, a St Georges Day Fete and
Music Festival, Plant Sales, Bluebell Walks, Bird
Watching, and Volunteer Task days, just a few of the
activities all vastly improved by fine warm weather.
However should this dismal state of affairs persist
there are also many other events you could enjoy
safely inside in the warm. An Art Exhibition, the

inaugural meeting of a new group of U3A (University
of the Third Age) Craft Fairs, Telling Tales, Quiz
Nights, Concerts and a Masked Ball are all included in
our pages, so plenty to do to keep you busy until we
are with you again in May. Until then have a very
good month.

Correspondence
THE EMPRESS OF CANADA

Dear Editor,

I was most interested to read the article about Frank
Cheal published in the last edition. My father, Charles
Raberts who lived in Roberts Road. knew him when
they were both in the Royal Navy and was on “The
Empress of Canada” when it was torpedoed on March
13th 1943. My father and Frank Cheal used to meet
each other for a drink on that date every year
whenever they could until my father died in 1989.
Unlike Frank, Dad did tell us about his experiences on
that night and we finally persuaded him to write them
own. It is a vivid account of the event and the three
days adrift in open boats 1000 miles from land on the
equator before being rescued. As a 33 year-old Chief
Petty Officer, Dad was in charge of one the life boats.
There were 75 in his boat, built for 50, including 45
Polish soldiers, one of whom spoke English, 18 Polish
women (one with a broken leg because she jumped in
at the last minute as it was leaving). He also had on
board a drunken civil servant who’d managed to
consume a bottle of whisky after the explosion, and a
Naval Leading Seaman of 18 for whom it was the 4th
time he’d been shipwrecked since the beginning of the
war! Having made an area of privacy at one end of
the boat for the women, Dad said they were calm,
polite and helpful. Dad’s main task was to allocate the
water rations and thanks to the Polish officer he
managed to persuade the company to let him limit the
supply. The accounts describe many small acts of
courage, kindness and heroism. One of his colleagues
risked his own life in going to unlock the doors in the
area holding the prisoners of war so that they could
escape. It is not without humour. Although he was
only 33, Dad was bald and during the day in the
blinding heat, his head began to blister and he felt ill, a
Polish lady noticed his distress and tore her petticoat
into squares to make him a hat, knotting the corners.
He remembered it being white with red polka dots! He
found that most amusing! One Polish soldier became
crazy in the heat of the sun, and dived overboard and
swam round the boat for several minutes. Amazingly,
the barracuda and sharks didn’t get him. Nobody else
tried it.
After three days they were spotted by a Catalina
Flying boat which was searching for them. They knew
that help was near so Dad said he gave themall a full
cup of water to celebrate. They were picked up by
HMS Petunia and then home on the “Mauritania”.
By the end of the month, he was home on leave and |
remember walking up Roberts Road with my
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mother to be told by a smiling baker that there was a
nice surprise waiting for us! Dad had climbed up the
drainpipe and let himself in through the bathroom
fanlight! ) i
Although we have these vivid and precious memories
of my Father’s wartime experiences, he needed to
share them with shipmates who understood what it
was really like. Perhaps Frank Cheal was able to talk
with him about these experiences that he didn’t want
to share with others. Certainly, they both held March
13th as a special day and were grateful they had
survived when so many friends and colleagues had
been lost.
Helen Osborne
f.osborne394(@btinternet.com

THE BALLARD FAMILY
Dear Editor,

With the building of 35 new homes to the rear of
Birling Avenue and Cozenton Park, I have become
interested in the "Ballard” family. Many people have
snippets of information, and 1've always liked those
"Sun-Trap" homes popular within the Rainham area.
Can anyone tell me when Ballard the Builders were at
their height, and when they ceased to trade? 1 have a
1968 Street Plan and guide which clearly names
Cozenton Park as "Berengrave Park"! 1 thoroughly
enjoy Action Forum and feel we must continue to
move Rainham's fascinating past into the future.
Hopefully this may help!

Yours sincerely,
Margaret Fisher (nee Tull)
01634 234210
pandmfisher@googlemail.com
THE MONDAY HUB
Dear Editor

I am writing to invite readers of AF to The Monday
Hub which meets at St Paul's Church Parkwood, on
the following Mondays: 8 & 22 April; 13 & 20 May; 3
& 17 June; 1, 15 & 29 July; 5, 12 & 19 Aug; 2, 16, 30
Sep; 14 & 28 Oct; 11 & 25 Nov; 9 & 16 Dec
The Hub, now in its third year, is open from 10am —
12.30pm with light refreshments, (tea, coffee and hot
chocolate - all free), lively conversations about books
the day's news, what we've been doing, etc. There's
table tennis, card games, Scrabble and more. Some
people drop in for a coffee and to read the paper or to
contribute food items for the Medway Food Bank.
Come and meet us - whether you are at home due to

Berengrave Service Station

Car & Bike MOTs

Servicing — Repairs — Diagnostics

Clutches — Exhausts — Welding
Recovery Now Available

666 Lower Rainham Road 01 634 23361 9

retirement or ill health, when you've dropped children
or grandchildren off at school, before you go shopping
in Parkwood or visit the health centre. Everyone is
welcome. On 22nd April, the Monday Hub is hosting
a fund raising coffee moming for The Alzheimer's
Society. This will include a home made cake stall, a
"bring and buy" table, a raffle and refreshments. We
would love to welcome you on this special morning -
and any of the Mondays' listed. If you would like to
speak to somebody before your first visit please phone
Jill on 01634 230780.
Yours sincerely
The Monday Hub Planning Team

RUSSIAN ADVENTURE
Dear Editor

I am going to Russia with West Kent Guides this
summer. We will be visiting St Petersburg and
Moscow, staying in youth hostels and carrying out a
community project during our stay. I have to raise the
money (£1100) myself for my trip and as part of my
fundraising 1 am holding a quiz night on Friday 10th
May, 7.30pm at the Millennium Centre, Rainham. 6-8
per table, £5 per head. The quizmaster will be Barry
Kemp, choirmaster at St Margaret’s Church. People
should bring their own drink, nibbles, glasses and
plates. Advance booking is essential, please phone
Ann on 01634 372680 or Chris on 01634 234561.

Yours sincerely
Katie Pavey

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Girlguiding Rainham South District
Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and young
women in the UK. Rainham South District is looking
for adult volunteers to get involved and help run
weekly sessions at Brownie and Rainbow units in
Wigmore and Rainham. 1f you would be interested in
joining Girlguiding and help to grow guiding in Kent,
please contact the District Commissioner on
missaje(@hotmail.co.uk or 07986 782099,

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
sConservatories — designed and built
sUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
sMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

FENSA

WE CARE FOR YOU IN YOUR OWN HOME
From short daily visits to full live-in care
BLUEBIRD CARE
provides a realistic alternative to
residential care
01634 780909
www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/medway




Diary 2013

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

afi@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 16th April

April 2nd — 30th - Art Exhibition, Paintings by Local
Artists, Clive Bass, John Gilson and Ron Wiseman on
show in Rainham Library, Birling Avenue.

April 8th - Parkwood Leisure Club, Tea and Chat, St
Paul’s Church, 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members welcome’
ring 01634 366056 or 373594 for details.

April 8th - Monday Hub, St Pauls Church, Parkwood,
10.00am — 12.30pm, light refreshments, conversation,
games ete, all welcome ring 01634 230780 for details.

April 8th -Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets 2nd Monday
evening of each month to help people still in
employment who have lost a loved one, join us for a
cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634 364309 for details.

April 8th - Medway Organ Club Concert, 2nd Monday of
each month, Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30, For
more details ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

April 8th - 10th April — Loopy Balloons, Learn how to
make balloon models, amaze your family and friends.
Free holiday activities at Hempstead Valley,
11.00am - 1.00pm & 2.00pm - 4.00pm daily

April 9th - Medway Antique & Collectors' Club, London
Ceramic Treasures from Middle Ages to Victoria, St
George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, 8.00pm all visitors
most welcome. Enquiries Miss E Boyes 01474 823606

April 10th — Bredhurst WI, 7.30pm Village Hall,
Malcolm Withnall - Improved Vegetable Gardening,
ring 01634 389966 for more details.

April 10th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Hempstead
Village Hall, 8.00pm, Talk: Local PCSO, Sean Brooks.
New members always welcome, contact 07951 629444

April 10th — 13th - Three Towns Theatre Company "The
King and 1", Brook Theatre, Chatham, 7.30pm,
Saturday matinee 2.30pm Tickets £12 (£10 cons)
Family Tickets available, Box office 01634 338338,
details www.threetownstheatrecompany.co.uk

April 10th - Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch Village
Hall, 7.30pm, Workshop -Table arrangements, Subs
£25, Seniors £20, information phone 01622 884657,
01795 472973 or 01634 863034

April 10th — 12th - Easter Holiday Bible Club, Wigmore
Evangelical Free Church, Durham Road, aged 5 — 11
years welcome, 10.00am — 12noon, games stories,
refreshments, all free, details lorna.collins@freeuk.com

April 10th — Orienteering Family Fun, Riverside Country
Park 10.00am — 12noon, £2 pp, book on 01634 338191

April 11th - Beginners Fishing, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 9.00 — 11.00am and 1.00 — 3.00pm, suitable for 8
— 12 years £10 per child book 01634 338191

April 11th - Inaugural meeting of new Rainham and
Gillingham U3A (University ol the Third Age),
Rainham Mark Social Club, 2.00pm, all welcome.

April 11th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Fabulous Fjords of
Norway, David Meredith, St Matthew’s Community
Centre, 2.00pm, for over 50s, ring 01634 235507

April 11th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Village Hall,
behind All Saints Church, Tea and chat, 2.00 — 4.00pm,
New members welcome. Phone 01634 366907

April 11th - Donn Barcott’s Five 5 Live, 8.30pm 44Two
Club Featherby Road, Elaine Diane (Vocals) with
special guest, songs from Great American Song Book
plua a magician at your table, raffle, bar, admission £6
all welcome, details 01634 405037

April [1th & 12th April - Arty Party, Explore your
creative side. Iree holiday activities at Hempstead
Valley, 11.00am - 1.00pm & 2.00pm - 4.00pm daily

April 12th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, meets every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost a loved
one, join us for a cuppa and chat ring Julie 01634
364309 for details.

April 12th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road,
information from Ron Baker 01634 854982

April 13th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, Walking
the North Downs Way with Stephen Manning, 11 miles
Farnham Station to Shepherd’s Way (free car park)
Guildford GU4 8AF, Ring 01634 375821 for details.

ART EXPERIENCE DAYS
IN LOWER HALSTOW
WATERCOLOUR / CALLIGRAPHY
Absolute beginners and Improvers
June 4/5
www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk
PHONE JACKY: 01622 861983

P. Gillard =

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates,
Service, repair and
mstallation of gas central

heatng, botlers, lives, gas and UNDERTAREN
. cleetric cookers. INVICTA
Tel: (01634) 320846 LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Mobile: 07834 851 004 01622 730960 / 07799887754 01634 263700

LOGS

TURF
TOPSOIL
BARK

LANDSCAPE PROJECTS

April 13th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham 7.30 —
10.00pm. New & experienced dancers welcome with or
without a partner, information 01634 366189 or 388546

April 13th - Spring Crafi Fair, St Margaret's Church
Lower Halstow, 2.00 - 4.00pm, local crafts, home made
produce, refreshments Thames Sailing barge, 'Edith
May" open offering light lunches and refreshments.

April 13th — GHS Floral Art Group, Spring Show, United
Reformed Church, Balmoral Road, Gill, 01634 232908

April 13th - Concert with UK Paper Band, Gillingham
Methodist Church, Third Avenue, 7.00pm, Tickets £5.
light refreshments, in aid of Action for Children ring
01634 389497 for details.

April 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Meet Mike Collins
07855 929404, 10.00am for 8.2 mile walk at Aylesford
free car park just south of Village, one steep climb.
Good view, bring picnic for stop en route.

April 14th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Mo Fleisig 01634 362743 at Minnis Bay Parking
(free) on promenade close to The Minnis Public House,
GR 284694 for a 5 mile circular coastal walk through a
bird reserve, mainly flat |, could be muddy. No dogs.

April 14th — Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country Park
10.00am — [2noon, £2 pp, book on 01634 337432

April 14th - 6.30pm Monthly Sunday service with special
guest Medium Vickey Diprose. Healing given after the
service, The Centre, Farthing Corner, ( M2 Services)
www.thecentre-mindbodyspirit.co.uk

April 15th, 22nd & 29th - Baby Massage Course, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood 10.00 — 11.00am, £3 for
entire course, To enrol contact Elaine Wheeler 01634
379360 or email baby massage(@the139club.co.uk

April 15th -~ Wigmore WI, Pauline Atherton - Flower
arranging, St Matthew's Community Centre, Drewery
Drive, 7.30pm, Visitors welcome, Ring (11634 263405

April 15th - Parkwood Leisure Club, Bingo, (see 8th Ap)

April 15th - Rainham Evening Women’s Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham, Lisa Aubrey talk
‘Diamonds and the Four C’s”, competition - A
Favourite Cuddly Toy, ring 01634 262577,

April 16th - Dementia Café, St Paul's Church, Long Catlis
Road, 1.00 — 3.00pm. A friendly and supportive
meeting place for people with Dementia and their
carers. Everyone welcome, free refreshments available
more information Sylvia Wolfson 07557 111060 or
email sylvia.wolfson@alzheimers.org.uk

April 16th — GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30pm United
Reformed Church, Balmoral Road, Gillingham, Spring
Miniature, ring 232998 for details.

April 16th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -
9.45pm £3.00, Water Voles and Otters and AGM - John
Bramley. www.medway-rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

April 17th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Susan Scrivens illustrated talk *A Bouquet of Old
Roses’, new members welcome ring 01634 233554,

April 17th - “Telling Tales", Storytelling for adults,
Hastings Arms, 18 Lower Rainham Road, 8.00pm start,
Dreamtime Stories from Australia told by the Ring of
Hope Storytellers, £6.00 information 01634 832614

April 18th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Tea and chat, (11th

April 18th - Wigmore Thursday Club, The Real St
George, Rupert Matthews, (see 11th April)

April 18th - Rainham Women's Institute, Speaker Writing
Victorian Crime Using Real Events, (see 11th April)
April 19th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Club, Darland Avenue,
Gillingham, at 8.30pm  Geoff Mason/ Mick Foster
Quintet. Admission £10, Concessions for Anchorian’s
club members on production of their 1.D. Enquiries

01634 365352 and Mobile (07544 312743

April 20th - Rainham South Councillors surgery at
Parkwood Community Centre 9.00am- 12 noon, No
appointment needed.

April 20th - Indoor Boot Fair, St. Georges Hall Scout
Headquarters, Berengrave Lane, 10.30am - 12.30pm,
for 4th Gillingham (Rainham) Sea Scout Group. 50p
adults, children free, refreshments, to book a table (£10
cach) 01634 361061 or julie206(@blueyonder.co.uk

April 20th — Coneert by Old Barn Orchestra in aid
of Demelza Hospice, 7.30pm, Pilkington Building,
Universities at Medway Campus, Tickets £10.00
Children £1.00 01795 843228 or 01634 376979

April 20th - Friends of Bredhurst Cat Adoption Centre
Fun Quiz Night, St Matthew's Community Centre,
Wigmore, 7.30pm, £5 per head; bring own drinks and
nibbles! Ann 01634 366766, tables for 6 or 8 persons

April 20th - Kinglisher Singers The Brain Concert, St
Margaret’s Church, Rainham, 7.30 - 10.00pm,
Refreshments and raffle, Tickets £8 (£7.50 in advance)
ring Olwen 01634 263622

April 20th — Medway Festival of Music Speech and
Drama, Mid Kent College, www.medwayfestival.co.uk

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS
s Freeview
e Freesat Dishes Installed
e Extra TV/SKY Points
* TV Wall Mounting Service
¢ Free Estimates
Call Nick 07949 588464
Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS
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01634 387075 or

Medsver, Batirooms
ern .

Friendly service
Free quote

www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
[for cats only.

|4 completely new cattery, fully compliant
vith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

[Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Michold

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.corq
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com

077383 66444




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHAKTERED ACCOUNTANTS

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, : :']\_;:w"h

Kent MER TEG

Tel: 01634 374222 Book-keeping

Fax: 01634 371318 +  Payroll

E Mail: adminajadacecountants.co.uk *  Audit

www jadaccountants.co.uk +  Associated Services

Craniosacral Therapist

Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including:

neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches [ ]
stress & anxiety

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456
Email: sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk fe==
Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Qualified technicion. Reterences available

DOITAU hone improvementhandynan

Bathrooms # Claogkrooms » Kitchens #Tiling » Radiators
Sockets # Fooring #Lighting e Blinds
Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doit4u.org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.
FOR AFAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Uphoistery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG 'j
BRYANT M

CONSTRUCTION LTB
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS
Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www .edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvceC
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

.. Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Est 15 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexology—Mew Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Back & Body Health Care.
The Clubhouse Lower Halstow
Phone: 01634 234 835 home visits available
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.8 & R.S.1,
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Bowen Therapy, Massage.
Bren Barry - ECBS. CNHC, ITEC. IFR

THE BRAIN CHARITY SPRING CONCERT
Kingfisher Singers
St Margaret's Church, Rainham
Saturday 20th April, 7.30pm - 10.00pm
Refreshments and Raffle
Ticket £8.00 (£7.50 booked in advance)
Olwen 01634 263622

VOLUNTEER TASK DAYS
Bredhurst Woodland Action Group
Sunday 21st April, 10.00am — 2.00pm
Meet at Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst

If you enjoy using Bredhurst Woods, please consider

giving a few hours to help restore and maintain the

site. Jobs vary throughout the year and may include

light coppicing, ground clearance, fencing and litter
picking. Please bring gloves and wear suitable

clothing. Lunch and refreshments provided.
For more details please call/text Steve Wright
(BWAG Trustee) 07801 386264 or email
stevewright50@btinternet.com
Members & Non-Members Welcome

AGM
Wigmore Community & Residents Association
Friday April 26th, 7.30pm prompt - 9.30pm
All members and non members welcome to attend
(you may join on the night)
Ward Councillors, Police Representatives and our
local MP all hope to attend.
More details from 01634 378769

MAYOR OF MEDWAY’'S MASKED BALL
at the 17th Century Corn Exchange, Rochester
Saturday 27th April, 6.30 for 7.15pm
All profits will go to
“Citizens Advice Bureau”
“Medway Schools Sports Partnership”
“Scouts and Guides across Medway™
To book call 01634 332404

¢ , Neat Feet f)

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:
01634 322591

ST GEORGE'S DAY FETE & Music Festival
Saturday, April 27th, Noon - 9.00pm
Newington Primary School Playing Field,
Annual village St George's Day Fete and
Second Music Festival, featuring some of Kent's top
emerging bands and singers.
Annual Inter-Village Pub Tug-of-War tournament,
fairground rides, displays, stalls, competitions,
refreshments and licensed bar.
For more information 01795 843334,
sukicalder@hotmail.com or www.facebook.com/
Newington.Fete.and.Festival
VIDEO RACE NIGHT
The Friends of St Margaret's Church
The Millennium Centre, Gatekeeper Chase, Rainham
Saturday 27th April, 7.30pm - 8 races
Please bring your own food and drinks
Tickets £5 on the night or £4 in advance
Contact Kay 01634 230430 or Joan 01634 230183
Children welcome but bets can only be placed by
those aged 16 and over
BWAG - BLUEBELLS & CREAM TEA
BWAG are holding bluebell walks through
Bredhurst Woods followed by cream teas in the
earden of a local farm on Saturday 27th & Sunday
28th April - Walks start at 2.00pm each day, shorter
and longer walks are available each day. Tickets are
£6 per person purchased in advance - tickets will not
be available on the day (under 16 free).
For more details and bookings please call
Jim Chalmers on 07870 878907 or email
bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com

BABY MASSAGE COURSE

April 15th, 22nd & 29th 10.00 — 11.00am

St Paul’s Church, Parkwood.

£3 for entire course.

To enrol contact Elaine Wheeler 01634 379360 or
email babymassage@the39club.co.uk

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

18yrs experience
= FUll Installation Service s« Worktop Jointing
« AllMajor Brands « Competitive Prices

« Larae Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient rriendiy, Reliable Services

CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

e Plumbing ' LY
ILR.T. g LARMS &
DAVID TATTON Fuily qualified engineer FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS
Installation » Maintenance » Service » Heating Systems Alarms—CCTV-Access Control \
Gas Fires » Bathrooms » All general plumbing WWw.masterala 5 i
* Power Flushing i CHs. e Falr Tra“er
Corgi Registered No. 205861 mail@masteralarms.com
01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306 TELEPHONE: 01634 379762
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH

In March [ visited the Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve,
which is managed by Kent Wildlife Trust, in order to
witness some of the first signs of spring. The reserve
is on the north side of the A25 between Bat & Ball and
Riverhead. It was once a sand and gravel pit and is
now a mixture of lakes and woodland. There is good
access, for wheelchairs and buggies, to most of the
reserve. Not having been before to what is a large
reserve, I chose to join one of the regular walks led by
a warden.

We headed first to the hide overlooking the East Lake,
from where we could see, standing on low lying
islands, lapwing and two species of duck - gadwall
and shoveller. It appeared that these were the only
birds to be seen, until the warden directed our
attention to a line of vegetation in the shallow water in
which a group of snipe were resting. The bird is a
stockily built wader with boldly striped plumage and a
very long bill. The warden explained that snipe can be
relatively tame when unmolested and that these
particular birds would soon be departing to breed on
the moors of northern England. Before we left the
hide, the warden pointed out to us a peacock butterfly
hibernating in a corner of the roof. He explained that
there are four stages in the life cycle of a butterfly -
egg, caterpillar, chrysalis and adult. The peacock and
the brimstone, for example, hibernate as adults,
whereas the orange tip and holly, among others, spend
the winter as a chrysalis.

I'he woodland at the reserve consists mainly of alder,
silver birch and two species of willow - grey and goat
willow - which are known collectively as pussy
willows. We saw our first sign of spring, a bumble
bee, feeding on the pollen of pussy willow flowers.
Almost immediately afterwards, we spotted our first
butterfly of the new year, a brimstone, which may
have recently come out of hibernation. This species is
seen in almost every month of the year, but has a peak
appearance in the first warm days of spring. Only the
male sports the familiar lemon colour. The warden
then led us, through some undergrowth, along a path
which had been recently created by the passing of

many feet. At the end of it was a spectacular display of
a bright red fungus growing on the moss covered,
fallen trunk of a willow tree. The warden explained
that it was a scarlet elf cap. which was rare nationally,
but fairly common within the reserve. The sight of the
fungus reminded me that I would not have been able
to benefit from the knowledge that the warden had of
the flora and fauna of the reserve, had I chosen to walk
around the reserve on my own.

On the way to the North Lake, we came across a large
flock of long tailed tits flitting across the ride down
which we were walking. Like flying teaspoons, the tits
were easily observed by all of the party and, for their
part, they did not seem to be at all concerned by our
presence. Less conspicuous was a tree creeper on the
trunk of an oak tree and two goldfinches in a Scots
pine, which were drawn to our attention by the
warden. At the North Lake we settled down in a hide.
Overhanging the edges of the lake were branches
which serve as ideal perches for kingfishers. Despite
its blue and chestnut plumage, the kingfisher is often
inconspicuous when perching and is noted only once
is flies away. The bird has a characteristically low,
rapid and direct flight, during which it emits a shrill,
piping call. We did not, I am afraid, either see or hear
a kingfisher during our stay at the hide - only coot,
water hen and mallard. It was of some compensation,
nevertheless, that we heard one of the most welcomed
sounds of spring, the call of a newly arrived summer
migrant, a chiff chaff.

We headed back to the Visitor Centre along the edge
of the West Lake, on which we observed the courtship
display of a pair of great crested grebes, facing each
other and shaking their heads. The grebe became
almost extinct during Victorian times as a result of the
fashion of decorating ladies' hats with the plumes of
the bird. The fight to protect the great crested grebe
led. in due course, to the creation of the RSPB.
Ironically, it was the extraction of gravel for the
building of the motorways that created many of the
habitats, such as the Sevenoaks Reserve, in which they
now thrive. In our walk around the edge of the West
lake we passed, in sunny spots, clumps of the bright
yellow flowers of the lesser celandine, another sign of
spring. One of the birds that is resident, all the year

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSM|TH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

124 Hour Service (Mo call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Wark

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates

MEDWAY PLUMBING
AND DRAINAGE
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
CylindersRepaired! Replaced
Tanks—Cisterns— Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

Boarding
Cattery

Owner FAB trained
Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommadate

I0.A P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
[Mobile: 07775 423744

RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed

up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appoiniment only please
www_catnapbredhurst.co.uk

i Fully Insured Tel: 01634 386263
le Tﬂﬂer 01 634 301 71 1 Mobile: 07772 276906
Emi napbradhurst@yahoo.c
Mob 07976 438435 Eispath, Biind Lane, Brechwirst Kent, MET SR
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round on the reserve, is the bullfinch. The male is a
handsome bird with a black head and a pink breast.
However, the most common view of the bird is of its
conspicuous white rump as it retreats into the nearest
cover. Given the size of the group of people I walked
around with, and the shyness of the bullfinch, it was
not surprising that we did not see even a disappearing
white rump. Nevertheless, I thoroughly enjoyed my
visit and it was good to witness the growing interest
among families in visiting nature reserves.

Joe Ennis
DELIVERY A LASTING LEGACY AT BERENGROVE
PARK, RAINHAM
The most visual and enduring legacy of Rainham
Cricket Club is Berengrove Park.
It is recorded that the club started playing cricket at
this home in the early 1920s. The original house that
stood in the park was once visited by the then
Duchess of York who used it as a holidav retreat.
This is part of the established rich history associated
with Rainham. Another is cricket which continues to
be played at the ground. That it should be available
for the Rainham Cricket Club were the instructions of
the benefactor, Mr G H Ward who gifted the land to
the Council. Now, some 90 years on, the park is still a
green oasis amongst the chimney pots but only
recently has the tenure been secured for the club until
2038, With this reassurance we can move forward
with our goal to build a new Club Community
Pavilion and car park. This is the last part of the 2006
Development Plan to improve the somewhat tired
facilities for members and the community at large.
An ambitious and exciting plan but we will have to
raise the bar in order to survive and provide a pavilion
that is a centre of cricketing excellence and a venue
for the use of the community.
The members aim is to provide lasting facilities for
future generations. Funding activities continue with
some £20,000 (c) raised to date. Applications to
funding organisation commence in 2013. The outcome
of this will dictate when we can start construction, we
hope for the end of 2013! £300,000 is the total target
and to achieve this we will need help from all parts of
the community.
Please consider if in any way you can help. For more
information call in and see us at the club, or contact
me Keith Chambers on 01634 361690 or 07989

THE RAINHAM PAROCHIAL CHARITY

The Charity Commission formed this charity in 1980
from six separate charities from the ‘Ancient Parish of
Rainham’ for the benefit of persons resident in the
Ecclesiastical Parish of St Margaret, Rainham.

The Charity is able to make small grants to those in
need who live in the above parochial area.

They are unable to make grants in areas which are the
responsibility of statutory State Benefits but may be
able to assist those who have perhaps incurred
unforeseen expenses which are not covered by the
benefit system.

In 2001 the Charity Commission gave approval for
any surplus income to be given as grants to other
organisations and/or project which are for the general
benefit of the persons in the Ecclesiastical Parish of St
Margaret, Rainham.

The surplus funds available for 2013 stand at £900
The Trustees of the Charity invite applications from
those eligible. Further information and a grant
application form may be obtained from the Hon
Secretary, Mr K. G. Stevens, 10, School Lane, Lower
Halstow, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 7ET

01795 844304,

ART EXHIBITION

Paintings by Local Artists, Clive Bass, John Gilson
and Ron Wiseman will be on show in Rainham
Library, Birling Avenue between 2nd and 30th April.

EASTER HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB
Wigmore Evangelical Free Church,
Durham Road, Rainham.

All children aged five to 11 years welcome.
Wednesday 10th - Friday 12th April
10.00am to 12noon

Games, stories, refreshments all free

For more information contact
lorna.collins@freeuk.com

SPRING CRAFT FAIR
St Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow
Saturday 13th April, 2.00 - 4.00pm.
Join us for a wide range of local crafts and home made
produce, refreshments available.

The Thames Sailing barge, the 'Edith May' will also be
open in the dock adjacent to the church, to welcome
visitors, offering light lunches and refreshments.
Come and visit, arguably, the prettiest location

799945 around!
- TREE MANAGEMENT = s | | = pDH MIULER = o
G ForaE;:j;Pmr!’:lf;.n-gEsﬁmcss \P’
: EIEE‘ED?C?ND'NG Ll N DSA "*222";" HELP is on its way
+ MULCH UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
. FIREWOOD & COMPANY BOILER EXCHANGES
| POWER FLUSHING
TREE SURGEONS """ LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
TEL/FAX 01634 366923 01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ele.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday 10 Saturday 7am to Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MEB OSN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey oip PFs

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 26 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Savings & Investments, Pensions, Annuities,
Protection, Inheritance Tax and Long Term Care.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa elsey@sjpp.co.uk f www theresaelsey.co.uk

CARPENTRY =

DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Builders &

D;Z' .

/1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights, sockets, fuse boards & full rewires

Free earthing bonding upgrade
with every fuseboard nomesTic 1>
(on production of this advert)

Call John of Wigmore
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

wesmautem (==

Part P compliant

11+ Preparation

Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

Maths
Literacy

oning

Effective ntion for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent
05602 538 882
(local call rates)

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
FXTENSIONS LOFI
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL COMMUERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilels /
TP ALY AT COMPETTTIVE
RATES

Institute of Carpenters

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE
BOILERCARE

* Member of Gas Safety Register

* All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports

* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

+ 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

GARAGE DOORS

South East Garage Doors
15 Years Experience

Repair Specialists
Roller Doors
I0AP Discounts
LAutamation
Al Up& Overs
|Side Hung Doors
lymerican Style Sectional
Insurance Approved

01634 387701
Available Monday - Saturday
www.south-east-garage-doors.co.uk

Fair Trader

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations
Joel Sims
11 Megby Close Rainham MEs SEP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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April 20th - Quiz Night, Fort Pitt Old Girls Association,
7.30pm, Teams up to 8, £5 per head includes supper
Contact 01795 599378 (eves & weekend) by 18th April

April 20th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for Girls,
Derwent Way, 8.00 — 11.00pm, Ballroom — Latin —
Sequence dancing, Enquiries 01634 363738 email
s.colinsO2(@btinternet.com

April 20th - Paranormal Investigations, Fort Amherst,
Dock Road, Activities 9.00pm, Finish 3.00am approx.,
Medium Richard Ware, Tickets £35, Book on line Over
18's only, details 01634 847747 www.fortamherst.com

April 21st - Medway Ramblers Walk, Meet Bob/Kath
Dyson, 10.00am for 6 mile walk Good Intent Pub,
Farleigh Green, Ewell Lane, West Farleigh, Park
considerately around Green, Pub at end

April 21st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847 828249 5.5
mile walk via Kits Coty, hilly in places, No dogs.

April 21st — BWAG Volunteer Task Day 10.00am
2.00pm, all welcome, meet Hurstwood Road, details
07801 386264 or stevewright50@btinternet.com

April 22nd - Parkwood Leisure Club, Digital Audio
Visual Show — Mr C Cole, (see 8th April)

April 22nd — Monday Hub, Fund raising for the
Alzheimer's Society (see 8th April)

April 22nd - Rainham Wives, 8.00pm, Methodist Church
Hall, Wakeley Road, *A Bon Marche evening’ with
Spring Fashions presented by Sam. New members of all
ages welcome, subs £1.50 per meeting, 01634 230639.

April 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Meet Peter/Ann
Green 01634 718895, 6.30pm for 4 mile walk, Village
Hall car park, Hodsell Street (near Green Man pub), A
short evening walk, Pub at end.

April 24th — All Saints Women'’s Fellowship, Charity
Presentation: Wisdom Hospice and the Oliver Fisher
baby unit (see 10th April)

April 25th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service followed
by Singalong, (see 11th April}

April 25th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Outing (see 11th)
April 25th - Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,
7.30pm, details Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038
April 26th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Meet Mike Collins
07855 929404, 9.00pm for 4.5 mile night walk, park
considerately in Detling village, bring torch, finish
11.30pm. Allergy Warning: Walk may contain hills!
April 26th - Medway Geographical Society, Byron
Primary School, Gillingham, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
Earthquakes and Volcanoes - Dr Mahbub Karim,
Everyone welcome, details Pat Meredith 01634 362683
April 26th - Maemillan Cancer Support, Medway
Fundraising Committee AGM, 7.00pm, RaT§, Oast
House Theatre, Refreshments, Raffle, All Welcome
April 26th - Wigmore Community & Residents
Association AGM, 7.30pm, all welcome (join on the
night). Ward Councillors, Police Representatives and
local MP hope to attend, details 01634 378769
April 27th — Upchurch Horticultural Society, Spring Plant
Market, The Paddock, Upchurch 9.00am — 12.30pm
April 27th - St George's Day Fete & Music Festival, noon
- 9.00pm, Newington Primary School playing field,
details 01795 843334, sukicalder@hotmail.com or
www.facebook.com/Newington.Fete.and. Festival
April 27th - Mayor of Medway’s Masked Ball, Corn
Exchange, Rochester. All profits to the Mayor of
Medway's charities appeal. Details 01634 332404
April 27th - Video Race Night, Friends of St Margaret's
Church, Millennium Centre, Rainham, 7.30pm, & races,
bring your own food and drinks. Tickets £5 or £4 in
advance Contact Kay 230430 or Joan 230183, Children
welcome but bets only placed by aged 16 and over
April 27th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 13th April)
April 27th & 28th - BWAG - Bluebells & Cream Tea
Weekend, 2.00pm each day, Tickets £6 per person must
be purchased in advance (under 16 free), Jim Chalmers
07870 878907 or email bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com
April 28th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Meet Tony/Ann
Faulkner 01634 406634, 10.00am for 6.5 mile walk at
the West end of Doddington Village. Bring picnic lunch
for midway break, Pub at end.

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trader

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannan-limited.co.uk

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved, Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

Double Glazing &

Garage Doors Specialists
01634 313821

Upve Windows Doors & Conservatories
Repairs ~ Entrance Gates ~ Automation

Garage Doors ~ Fascia & Soffit ¢
10 Year Guarantees on all products @

rww kent-home-improvements.co.uk

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
...:"’C FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

L REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NC JOB TOO SMALL CR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

01634 372411
11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS

Domestic Installer

| I: ERiZ
somiste

INSTRLLER LI

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544

www.mybrief.com smoticiTons

Cmy brief

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

01634 264753

( (9 o J
h wﬁwze Qua&tg (,atuzta.
y Removal of Old Timber

Maintenance Fr
! Full Ventilation with Sird Guard

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent ME® OL.

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics

» TV repair service ®Panasonic Specialist
s Retune & set up ¢ AUTHORISED for service
e Established 1982 e Family owned & run

|

70 Station Rd Rainhar:n. {01634) 230261 www linwoodhe com |

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS

i
All aspects of decorating and small / T
building works undertaken including Block
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

Creenta

Lt UK EHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01 34'362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weeldy—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more Na job too small
Prompt and Reliable Servicd
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April 28th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Pearl Stevens 02274 602929 at Camer Park car
park, Meopham, GR 650670 for a 5.5 mile undulating
walk through fields and orchards, No dogs.

April 22nd - Parkwood Leisure Club, Quiz (see 8th Ap)

April 29th - Rainham Wives, ‘The Victoria Palace’
illustrated talk by Dean Caston. (see 22nd April)

May 1Ist - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Geoff Ettridge
07525 161766 5.00am for 4 mile May Day Sunrise
walk at Mickey’s Diner — off Chatham bound A229,

Bluebell Hill visit Kits Coty and Liutle Kits Coty before

climbing back to Diner for breakfast

May 2nd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Talk “Theatrical
Tales™ (see 11th April)

May 2nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, TV’s Golden Years,
Willred Lower, (see 11th April)

May 3rd - Ghost Tours, Fort Amherst, Dock Road, Tour
Times 8.00 — 9.00pm, All Tickets £10, Book on line,
No under 8's, 01634 847747 www.fortamherst.com

May 4th - Jumble Sale, St Augustine’s Shaw Memorial
Hall, Rock Avenue Gillingham, 2.00pm Entry 20p

May 4th — Beginners Bird Watching (spring), Riverside
Country Park 11.00am — 12noon (classroom) 1.00 —
3.00pm (field based), £3 per person, not suitable for
under 12 years, book on (11634 337432

May 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Allan Buchan

10.00am for 5 mile walk in Lapwing Drive (Creck end),

Lower Halstow TQ858674 ME9 7EF Brief coffee stop
midway. Pub at end.

Security Installation
and Maintenance

s CCTV & Intruder Alarms

+ Fire Alarms

» Access Control

* Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711082415

Total Security Services

May 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Talk The Four
Gardens of the RHS — Graham Usher, 7.30pm Rainham
Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Rainham. New
members welcome, ring 366276 for details.

May 7th— GHS Floral Art Group, Wendy’s Pew Ends,
(see 16th April)

May 10th - Quiz night, send Katie to Russia with the
Guides, 7.30pm Millennium Centre, Rainham. Bring
your own drink, nibbles, glasses and plates. 6-8 per
table, advance booking essential, Tickets £5 per head,
Phone Ann 01634 372680 or Chris 01634 234561.

May 11th - RAMASES, An illustrated talk by Jan Picton
‘Secrets of the Harem Palace: recent work at Gurob®,
Newington Village Hall, 2.30pm, Members £6.00,
Guests £8.00, Tickets at door. ramasesnk(@ hotmail.com
or John Dewey 01795 472316 for more information

May 12th— Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country Park
10.00am — 12noon, £2 pp, book on 01634 337432

May 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Mike Collins
07855 929404 10.00am for 8 mile walk at London -
Richmond Tube Station TQ179747 TW9 DN Possible
Pub lunch bookable at start or bring a picnic.

May 13th - Medway Organ Club Concert, (see 8th April)

May 13th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, (8th

May 14th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club,
Valuations, (see 9th April)

May 15th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Bea Auger - Audio
Visual Sequences ‘Galapagos Islands’ (see 10th April)

May 17th - Jazz Gig, (see 19th April)

May 18th - Wigmore Mads, Spring Concert' Put on a
Happy Face', full of songs to make you smile, St
Matthews Community Centre, Drewery Drive, 8.00pm.
Tickets are £6 (£5 cons) Sue 01634 370639.

LW Decorating

20 years experience

For a professional and friendly service
Call Louis on 07792 240041

65 Norman Close, Wigmore, Kent MES 0TQ

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations

Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING

No Job too small— free estimates

The Door Doctor

UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening

Neil Mace ;
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633
Rainham 07792 244 315 01634 263539
V E WHITE & CO.

Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service

Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available

email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

CHAWNER Plastering
Skimming - Coving - Rendering
Drywall board work .
Decorating - Insurance Work - Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822
Mob: 07897 498189
Free Surveys & Quotes




Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month

Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

Smiths & Ingersoll Pocket Watches
purchased, sold and restored.

Any Smiths or British made Ingersoll
Pocket Watches considered for
purchase and restoration. Trading
on E-Bay as Wyvillman. Check out
previous sales and 100% positive
feedback over 13 years. Please contact
Steve on 01634 373726 or email
steveanddianafz@btinternet.com
PAMPERED AND POLISHED
Gellux Manicures Pedicures Waxing
Eyelash and Eyebrow Tinting F ;1CI=1]‘\
\f|d1'|d\: 01634370697 / 07849 276057
8§ years qualified - Wigmore based

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging, tidying.

01634 361505,

SOPHISTICATS refurbished

Back again under new ownership.

For quality giftware, sculpture and
ready to hang art. Bespoke framing

by local master framer.

Secondary market Swarovski Crystal.
Browsers very welcome. 31 Station
Road, Rainham. 01634 361436
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 /0796 3842 503
LOCAL MAN WISHES TO BUY oil
paintings, watercolours, prints and old
frames, any condition. Courteous,
discreet attention. Ring Peter on 07776
186 819

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

Home Maintenance Services for all
those jobs in & around the home. No
job too small. Free estimates. Call
01634 714724 or 07586 855626

TBF CARPENTRY SERVICES
Customised furniture for home or
garden, decking, and any houschold
carpentry jobs, including flat

pack furniture assembly / installation.
See www.thfcarpentry.co.uk

Ring 01634 306387 or 07824 430537
Fully Qualified ELECTRICIAN
Friendly and Reliable service. All
electrical work undertaken. No call out
charge. All works fully insured and
guaranteed. NICEIC fully Approved.
Part P registered. Contact lan on 07977
432799.

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634314099 0r 07708508193

MASSAGE / BEAUTY /Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments, Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 /07930 378834,
CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lo fis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TIC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.
For free quote Tel 07591 563 114
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat vour oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call And\

01634 377138 or 07870 168516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY

support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634234105 /07866 315 471

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

GET SLIM FOR SUMMER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Ihur-\d"l\\, 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or (774 226 1053,

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 204+ vears’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

TOPCAT TUITION CENTRE
Bredhurst - 11 Plus preparation for
Medway and Kent grammar schools.
GCSE Maths and English. Junior and
secondary Maths and English booster
classes, Fully trained, CRB checked
teachers. Improve your child’s chances in
2012 and beyond! Call Catherine -
01634 712062 or Mob (7983 525538
topeattutors@acl.co.uk

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.
GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. All year round service.
Gr ass mowing, hedge cutting, weeding

tal
I-rlend]v service. 01634 378763,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Mail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact
Annon 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

YOGA Classes IDANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634
317463 Website www.freed-om.co.uk

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, desizn & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.
BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 16 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631,

CHIROPODIST JOHN IL'D_(;_F,
M. InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying leak
07960 111 266

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, [ come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 0r 07961 951 254

WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small. Over 30 years’
experience. 07712 760 147

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay (01634 375552.
MATHS TUITION to GCSE and

A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years’ experience. 01634 234732,
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Moring Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us acall, We come to you

‘and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 328537.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
11am and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3 -
11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Tots’n’All (pre
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (school years1-5)6.15. Fri
Club Extra (school years 7-10) 7.30
Visitors welcome, Pastor Rev T,
Wood. 01634 388187.

Old Photographs of Rainham available
as postcards at 40p each from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham. Prints
at A3, A4 and A3 also available from The
National Map Centre above the shop. To
view the current selection see

www thenet.uk.net

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350,

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood’s book 150 Not Out” is a
history of the club 1836 to 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799,

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 0r 07999 979 202

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859.
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www_snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Carden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76573

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

C & JCLEARANCE

Houses, garages, lofis, sheds & gardens
cleared. Individual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
efficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& friendly serviceFree estimates No job
toa small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Mobile 078127
34570/ 07970 759404

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly housebound.
Dentures made and repaired. Free of
charge for people receiving guaranteed
pension credit or income support. Tel.
842566 (surgery hours).

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by
Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps ete with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21 Station
Road, Rainham. For mail order please
call AMM Books on 01634 31001 1.

CARTRIDGES from Cartridge
World now stocked in Sunburst Books
21, Station Road, Rainham.

NEEDSOMEONE TO TALK TO?
Feeling sad, low, depressed or suicidal?
Ring Samaritans 01634 730981

7 days a week, 24 hours.

2013 YEAR PLANNER FREE

to download and print from
www.thenet.uk.net. It shows all the
Action Forum copy and publication
dates for 2013, and those for The Net.

MAINTENANCE

All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

Apprenticeship served

LADY
DECORATOR

Karen 7
Spooner E
?I\ B
Fully gualified with
20 years ' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices

No joh too small — Special rates for OAPs

Tel: 01631 233815
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—>5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill




JOHN STYLES SUNBURST BOOKS
FLAT ROOFING 21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham

. Come and browse amongst our constantly
Strip & Re-felt changing selection of good quality used

: Books, DVD’s, Videos and Vinyl Records
All Work & Materials Guaranteed Allat fantasticaly low prices;
Also General Roof Repairs

4 I Ink Cartridges Now in Stock
Free Written Quotation Good Local History area of brand new books

All profits support St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
M‘EDWA Y 374028 Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s 4 Est. 1971

Plumbing & safe
Heating Chris Hallett
CENTRAL HEATING

z = REPAIRS, GUTTERING. VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS
Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS For free estimales lelephone 01 634 3 75069

01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”
B. HAYFIELD & SONS NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Builders Kitchen design and fitting
Established 1971 'Extensions - Bathro;lms - Doors _i“n“,,\
. . itted Wardrobes — Plastering. bosesic (7
All Building / Maintenance Work Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
Carpentry & Painting All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222 S Rnerors Fowd, RE
@ CRYSTAL OEEI%ER#!%N S.B Plastering & Construction Services
| CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD| o TATION
Made to Pdéasure Curtains an_a all Soft Furnishings Al asgacts’ of phistering Fndaing pRibi s g
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks skimming, scre}:ﬁmg a?(déov'ng' ln;umnce repairs.
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings o ;’;’r uarante,e :
call 01634 817807 for an appointment ar visit our showroom i s
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre Call Scott
O A B e A W i iosh 07515 630545 or 01634 360661
Jn time of need ...
Funenal Dinectors %
A private family owned and run business e
24 hour Personal Service * Home visits if preferred « Private Chapels of Rest
e Monumental Masons e Pre-arranged Funeral Plans » Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MEB BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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