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The British Standard Cement Works to the cast of Motney Hill Road, Lower Rainham
shortly before it closed in 1931. Only the Vikers kiln which had been added around 1923

was sfill working. We include a short history of the works by Jim Preston on page 9.

Robert J. Kithey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

One of the regular outings we looked forward to
during the Autumn Half Term holiday, when our
children were of an age to relish such expeditions, was
‘chestnutting’. Conkers from the Horse Chestnut trees
are always down first and they make for easier
gathering as they do not have the spikes on their outer
cases. It is very satisfying finding the large smooth,
shiny dark brown fruit and I think this and the
subsequent battle to bore holes through for the
necessary strings was more fun then actually playing
the game — a few bruised knuckles and the children
had soon had enough — I don’t think we had the
requisite skills or knew the rules well enough! Having
tired of the delights of conkers we then visited various
woods in Kent looking for sweet chestnuts to eat. One
of our best discoveries was near Faversham. Driving
along a country lane, by Sharsted Court, on a windy
autumnal day the entire road was inches deep with
chestnut husks and the nuts just littered the ground. No
gloves were needed that day as we picked up dozens
of enormous chestnuts in no time at all. We just
happened upon the spot at the optimum time.
Revisiting in subsequent years it is obviously well
known and never again have I seen such abundance,
although you can still usually find a good harvest.
However we did not need to venture that far away as
there are several good chestnutting spots in and around
this area. Having gathered the chestnuts I always feel
a great sense of achievement if I manage to prepare
and freeze sufficient to serve with our Brussels sprouts
at Christmas dinner. Locally sourced chestnuts are an
essential part of our Christmas lunch, probably more
so even than the turkey — certainly for the vegetarian!
The problem when the family were young, as it is a
time consuming job, was managing to complete the
work before they were all eaten. This year | had been
afraid that for the first time | would not be able to
gather my free fruits, the best tree | have relied on for
many years seems barren and there have been various
warnings in the press about poor harvests, However |
have managed to find a replacement supply. A nearby
tree which has never before produced much of a crop
of any size seems suddenly to have come good, so all
should be well!

If you feel it is too soon to be preparing for Christmas
we do have other items to interest you this month
although there are also a large number of Fayres, Craft
Fairs and Sales all featuring Christmas in their title at

the end of November and beginning of December,

If you would love to get to grips with a computer, but
have no idea where to start, Rainham School for Girls
are offering free Silver Surfer courses in their new
Independent Research Centre. You could go back to
school and with the roles reversed be expertly tutored
in how to surf the net, use a smart phone, download
and use an App, begin on-line shopping and send
emails and attachments by one of the pupils at the
school. Alternatively if the television Choir
programmes have rekindled your interest in singing
Upchurch Choral Society are seeking a new Music
Director - a demanding job I am sure - are you up to
the challenge?

Lots to do this month: our diary is packed with walks,
concerts, dances, social meetings, volunteering
opportunities and of course Christmas sales so do
enjoy November and we will be back again, full of
excitement, in December.

Correspondence

SILVER SURFERS COURSES
Dear Editor,

Rainham School for Girls are offering free Silver
Surfers courses for people who would like to learn
how to surf the net, use a smart phone, download and
use an App, start on-line shopping, send emails and
attachments, and many other skills.

These will be on Tuesdays from 3.20 — 4,30pm in our
new Independent Research Centre. There will be 1:1
help and support from our volunteer year 10 students.

If any readers are interested, please phone 01634
362746 and ask for Mrs Moon.

Yours sincerely

Kathy Moon
Director of Research and Community Liaison
Rainham School for Girls

CHRISTMAS FAYRE & ST NICHOLAS DISPLAY
Dear Editor

It has become a tradition at St Matthews Church,
Wigmore to combine their Christmas Fayre with
Special Christmas displays showing the
various customs and methods by which Christmas is
celebrated in different parts of the world.

So this year, apart form all the favourite seasonal
stalls - craft-work, refreshments etc - you will be able
to enjoy a display of Father Christmas' through history
and from around the world.

Our Christmas Fayre takes place on Saturday 8th
December 12noon until 2.00pm but the display is open
to the public for the whole weekend 10.00am until
4.00pm on Saturday §th and 11.00am until 1.00pm on
Sunday 9th. We hope you will be able to join us in the
start of the run up to your Christmas celebrations.

Yours sincerely
Paulette Pointon
Events Committee
01634 231650
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Dear Editor
The Friends of Bredhurst Cat Adoption Centre will be
holding their legendary Grand Christmas Bazaar on
Saturday 24th November from 11.00am — 1.00pm at
St Matthew's Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. Don't miss the beautiful bargains galore,
with a huge selection of new seasonal goods as well
as quality bric a brac at low prices; raffles; toys
tombola: books and toys; local crafts, and lovely
seasonal refreshments will be available
throughout! Entrance is only 30p. All the profits go
towards helping the many desperately needy cats
awaiting their new forever homes at the Adoption
Centre. Have a lovely morning and get all your
Christmas shopping at bargain prices whilst
supporting this very good work!
Yours faithfully,
Linda Lisgarten,
Friends of Bredhurst Cat Adoption Centre.

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT
Dear Editor }
Bredhurst Woodland Action Group are holding their
Christmas Carol Concert on Thursday 6th December
at 7.30pm. The Cantium Singers, a 50 strong choir
from Rochester. will perform at St Peter's Church,
followed by mulled wine, mince pies and Grand
Christmas Raffle at Green Court, The Street,
Bredhurst. Tickets are £6 per person (children under
16 free) and can only be purchased in advance (tickets
will not be on sale on the day) from Jim Chalmers on
07870 878907 email jimchalmers@hotmail.co.uk
All proceeds go towards the conservation of Bredhurst
Woods.

Regards

Vanessa Jones

Chairman BWAG

07813 785940 www.bwag.org.uk

BABY MASSAGE COURSE

St Paul’s Church, Parkwood.

12th, 19th & 26th November

3 week course costs £3. Taken by Elaine Wheeler on
behalf of The 139 Club, part of Medway Family
Matters. To enrol e-mail
babymassage(@familymattersmedway.org.uk

Next course will be held in February.

Berengrave Service Station

Car & Bike MOTs

Servicing — Repairs — Diagnostics

Clutches — Exhausts — Welding
Recovery Now Available

666 Lower Rainham Road 01 634 23361 9

ART EXHIBITION
November 2nd — 30th
Paintings by Local Artists
Clive Bass, John Gilson & Ron Wiseman
Rainham Library, Birling Avenue
Normal opening hours

GILLINGHAM AND RAINHAM LOCAL
HISTORY SOCIETY
United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road Gillingham
Friday 9th November, 7.15pm
Kentish Ghosts - Dennis Chambers
Further information can be obtained from,
Ron Baker, 01634 854982

COFFEE MORNING
Methodist Church Hall, Rainham
Saturday 10th November, 10.00 — 11.00am,
Cake Stall, Bric-a-Brac and Traidcraft Table,
All welcome for coffee and a chat
proceeds to Church Funds.

CRAFT FAIR
Rainham Evening W1
Saturday November 10th, 10.00am - 1Znoon
Millennium Centre, Rainham
Entrance 30p Refreshments available

BARN DANCE

Hands & Gillingham Volunteer Centre

(with Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research)

are holding a fundraising Barn Dance

at Dobbies Garden World

on Saturday 10th November, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Tickets £8 per person )
Hot Supper Included (please bring your own drink,
elasses will be provided)

Lively dancing, with Caller

Lots of fun is guaranteed for all !

To reserve your tickets for this fun packed evening
please call 01634 362119

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Instalfers of quality products for 25 years
sConservatories — designed and built
eUpgrades to existing roofs

eNew energy rated “A" uPVC windows & door
sMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

FENSA

WE CARE FOR YOU IN YOUR OWN HOME
From short daily visits to full live-in care
BLUEBIRD CARE
provides a realistic alternative to
residential care
01634 780909
www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/medway

Lt




Diary 2012

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

af{ethenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 13th November

November 3rd — St Margaret’s Autumn Bazaar, 10.00am
— 2.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham, 01795 475907

November 3rd - Charity Day Table Top Event, [2noon -
3.00pm, Holy Trinity Church Hall, Twydall, 263622

November 3rd - Upchurch Family Fireworks, Westmoor
Farm off the A2, Rainham, 5.30pm £5 under 16, £7
Adult, £20 Family Ticket , Car parking free, pay at the
gate, www.upchurchfireworks.co.uk

November 3rd - Craft Fair, 11.00am — 2.30pm, Methodist
Church Hall, Station Road, Entry 30p, 01634 389502

November 3rd — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Rd, 7.30 — 10.00pm.
New and experienced dancers welcome with or without
a partner, details 01634 366189 or 388546

November 4th — Medway Ramblers Walk, Meet Mike
Patrick, 10.00am, south of Leysdown ME12 4R1,
TR044698 for & mile walk to Harty Church bird
sanctuary Shell Beach and naturist beach. Short pub or
picnic stop halfway. Pubs, cafes etc at end.

November 4th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group Walk,
meet Patricia Daniels 07960 295164, 10.00am, Strood
Civic Centre Car Park (Charges allow 4 hours) for 6.5
mile 6 bridges walk mainly flat two thirds tarmac, |
stile, opportunity to visit Temple Manor, no dogs.

November 5th - Parkwood Leisure Club, Newington
Concert Party, St Paul's Church, Deanwood Drive, 2.00
- 4.00pm, new members welcome 01634 366056

November 5th — Rainham Wives, 8§.00pm, Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, Quiz Time plus
nibbles. New members of all ages very welcome, subs
£1.50 per meeting, details 01634 230639,

November 6th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral
Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm United Reformed Church
(rear hall), Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
‘Remembrance’ own choice arrangement. Visitors
welcome, contact Kay Buss 01634 232998

November 7th — Medway Ramblers Walk, Meet Allan
Buchan, 10.00am, Newington car park (behind Acorn
Car Wash on A2) for 10 mile walk circular, mainly flat
via Lower Halstow, Bring picnic lunch

November 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30 pm
Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Rainham,
Woodland Trust — John Harvey, New members
welcome, ring 366276 for details.

November 8th - Donn Barcott Band, Jazz Five 5 Live,
44two Sports and Social, Featherby Road, Gill, 8.30
11.00pm, Licensed Bar, Details 01634 405037

November 8th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Downe Dame
Calendars - Barbara Stevens, Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, 2.00pm. For over 50, ring 235507

November 9th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday
9.45am - noon to help people who have lost their
spouse/partner, join us for a cuppa & chat, ring Julie
on 364309 for details.

November 9th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, 7.15pm, *Kentish Ghosts® Dennis
Chambers, Details from Ron Baker 01634 854982

November 9th - MKAS, Bredhurst Village Hall,
Hurstwood Road, second and last Friday each month,
7.45pm, lan King, Details 07983 398326 or visit
www.midkentastro.org.uk.

November 9th - Barnardo’s Pre-Christmas Evening,
8.00pm, Millennium Centre, Donations and gifis
appreciated. Tickets £3.50, children £1 (includes
refreshments) from committee members 01634
233405, 375486 or on the door.

November 9th - Ghost Tours, Fort Amherst, Dock
Road, Chatham, Tour Times 7.30 - 8.30pm.1 hour 15
minutes , Tickets £10, No under 8's ring 01634
847747 or see www.fortamherst.com for details.

November 10th - Craft Fair, Rainham Evening WI,
10.00am - 12noon, Millennium Centre, Rainham,
Entrance 30p, Refreshments available

November 10th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group
Walk, meet Stephen Manning 01634 375821 or 07598
330622, The Jubilee Greenway Walk ring for details.

ART EXPERIENCE DAYS
IN LOWER HALSTOW
WATERCOLOUR / CALLIGRAPHY

www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk
PHONE JACKY: 01622 861983

November 10th - Coffee Moring, Methodist Church
Hall, Rainham, 10.00 — 11.00am, Cake Stall, Bric-a-
Brac and Traideraft Table, all welcome for coffee and
a chat, proceeds to Church Funds.

November 10th, 17th, 24th & Dec 1st - RSG Youth
Academy, Rainham School for Girls, 10.00am to
12noon. See www.rsg.org.uk or ring 01634
362746, email ryaf@rsg.org.uk for details

November 10th - Hands & Gillingham Volunteer Centre
(with Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research) Barn
Dance, Dobbies Garden World, 7.30pm start, Tickets
£8 pp, Hot Supper Included (bring your own drink,
glasses provided) tickets 01634 362119

November 11th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group
Walk, meet Joan Weekes 01634 855522, 10.00am at
Stone Horse PH oft Cliffe Road B2000 for 4.5 mile
walk with a few slopes, no dogs.

November | 1th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Graham Jenkinson 07989 753278, 10.00am,
Wateringbury public car park off Bow Road near the
traffic lights to catch the 10.06am bus to Tonbridge for
10 mile walk - downhill all the way! Bring picnic
lunch. Pub at end. Do not forget your Bus Pass.

November 1 1th — Medway Ramblers Walk, Meet
Tony/Ann Faulkner 01634 406634, 10.00am at
Charing Rail Station (charges) TN27 0HZ TQ950491
for 5.5 mile walk. Pub at end with lunches

November 11th - Volunteer Task Day, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, help Park volunteers
for the day. An ideal opportunity to learn what they do
and talk to volunteers. Refreshments provided. Free
register interest 01634 337432

November 12th - Parkwood Leisure Club, Bingo, (see
5th Nov).

November |2th - Rainham Wives, ‘Songs with Matthew®
a musical evening with Matthew Crane, (see Sth Nov).

November 12th - Baby Massage Course, St Paul’s
Church, Parkwood. 3 week course - £3. Taken by
Elaine Wheeler on behalf of The 139 Club, part of
Medway Family Matters. Next course February.
email babymassage(@ familymattersmedway.org.uk

November 13th - Medway Antique And Collectors' Club,
The History of the Music Hall, St George Hotel, New
Road, Chatham, 7.30 for 8.00pm All visitors most
welcome. Enquiries Miss E Boyes 01474 823606

November 14th - Bredhurst WI, 7,30pm Village Hall,
Mrs Betty Tuur - Christmas Traditions, 01634 389966

November 14th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, ‘Make a Carol’. New
members always welcome, contact 07951 629444

Novemberl4th - Medway Poetry Group meet 40,
Birling Avenue, Rainham 7.30 — 9.30pm, all
interested welcome, ring 01634 260228 for details.

November 14th - Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch
Village Hall, 7.30pm, Demonstration by Susan
Philips *A touch of sparkle’ ring 01634 863034

November 15th - Wigmore Thursday Club,
Volunteering at the Olympics and Other Places -
Mike Collins, (see 8th Nov).

November 15th - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 -
4.00pm, Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road,
Rainham. Mingle Meeting - Quiz, Visitors welcome
for small entry charge . Ring 01634 366276

November 16th — Applause Rural Touring Theatre -
Grimm's Fairy Tale Hansel & Gretel by the Fairgame
Theatre, 7.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, Tickets £8
from Ann Keeble 01634 361263

November [6th - Jazz Gig, RAF Association Club,
Dock Road, Chatham, 8.30pm, Steve Waterman/ Matt
Wates Quintet, Admission £10, All Enquiries 01634
365352 or 07544 312743 Website Coljazz.webs.com

November 16th - Ladies pamper evening in aid of
Medway Asthma Self-Help, £2 entry, 7.30 - 10.30pm,
Gillingham Golf Club Woodlands Road, Enquiries
Wendy 07806 779671 or MASH office 01634 855844

November 17th - Rainham South Councillors surgery,
Parkwood Community Centre 9.30am - 12 noon. No
appointment necessary.

November 17th - Hempstead Village Fayre Commiltee
in association with All Saints® Church, Christmas
Fayre, Hempstead Village Hall and All Saints
Church, Hempstead Road, 11.30am — 3.30pm.

November 17th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (3rd Nov).

November 17th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, 8.00 — 11.00pm. Enquiries
01634 363738 email s.collins02(@ btinternet.com

November 18th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group
Walk, meet John Trebill 01634 244045, 10.00am at
Filston Lane, Shoreham car park TQ 518615 for 6.5
mile hilly in places walk, no dogs.

November 18th - Bird Box and Animal Home Making,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon, £5
per home book 01634 338191

Continued on Page 11

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator
# Plastering # Tiling

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and

LOGS
TURF
TOPSOIL
BARK

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

01622 730960 / 07799887754

Established 30 years mstallation ol gas central LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
NO JOB TOO SMALL heating, boilers, lires, gas and UNDERTAKEN
FREE ESTIMATES electiic-cookers, INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700

AERIALS
* Freeview
* Freesat Dishes Installed
» Extra TV/SKY Points
= TV Wall Mounting Service
* Free Estimates
Call Nick 07949 588464
Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Friendly service

Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
jof outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
ffor cats only.

|4 completely new cattery, fully compliant
pwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

Viewings welcomed by appaointment,

Contact: Nichold

Telephone: 01634 2350372
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com
Web: www.whiskerslodge.comy




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTE

4 Bloors Lane. Rainham, : f\_“"“"“

Kent MES 7EG * Tmx

Tel: 01634 375222 *  Book-keeping

Fax: 01634 371318 +«  Payroll

E Mail: admin@ jadaccountants.co.uk +  Audit
www.jadaccountants.co.uk *  Associated Services

Craniosacral Therapist

Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including:

neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches [ .3l
stress & anxiety

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456
Email: sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk les

Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Qualitied technidan. References available

DOIT4U home inprovementsfhandyman

Bathrooms # Clackrooms » Kitchens » Tiling  Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring # Lighting e Blinds
Small jobs welcome!
Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 |www.doit4u.0rg

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!
Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG NS
BRYANT ;;‘%Ea
CONSTRUCTION LTD

REISTEREDEQQE%ESEUILDERS
:{@ A1 RATED BY NHEC

01634 231321

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
A External Work:
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...
Phone for FREE Estimates on:
Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Est 13 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexclogy—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Thread Vein Removal — Lash Extensions
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

......... Bookings Only ........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre frips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.8 & R.S.1.
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.

Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available
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UPCHURCH CHORAL SOCIETY

SEEKS NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR

This 40 strong mixed voice non-auditioned, friendly
choir, established since 1968, is looking for a Music
Director to rehearse and conduct the 3 concerts it
usually performs for charity each year. Rehearsals
take place weekly in St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch
from 8.00 — 9.30pm on Fridays. The repertoire
includes both sacred and secular music.

For further details please contact the secretary,

Liz Walters, on 01634 361897

LADIES PAMPER EVENING

In aid of Medway Asthma Self-Help (MASH)
Friday 16th November, 7.30pm - 10.30pm
Gillingham Golf Club, Woodlands Road, Gillingham
£2 entry includes a gift bag

Massage, reflexology, manicures etc

Jewellery, handbags, make up and much more
Come along with friends — try out new therapies
Any queries, please ring Wendy 07806 779 671

or MASH office 01634 855844

CONCERT
The City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra
Saturday 24th November, 7.30pm
Central Theatre, Chatham
Borodin: Overture to Prince Igor
Rachmaninov: Piano Concerto No. 2
Tchaikovwsky: Symphony No. 5
Soloist: Alexander Ardakov
Tickets (£9-15) from the Central Theatre Box Office
on 01634 338338 www.crso.org.uk
WINE AND WISDOM
St Matthew's Church fund raising committee
Saturday 24th November 7.00 for 7.30pm
St Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore.
Tickets £6, suggested tables 6-8 people.
Bring your own food and drink.
For more information contact Alan Spearink
01634 370492 or atspearink@yahoo.com

i 8 ]
¢’ Neat Feet ¢
Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health

Practitioner

*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:

IO BB Pia Zr n il o
e Plumbing
rr.1. & Heating

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer
Installation » Maintenance « Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms = All general plumbing
* Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No. 205801

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

BARNARDO’S PRE-CHRISTMAS EVENING
Friday 9th November, 8.00pm

L.ower Hall, Millennium Centre, Rainham
Admission £3.50, children £1

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE CHRISTMAS FAYRE
In association with All Saints® Church

Saturday 17th November, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Hempstead Village Hall & All Saints™ Church,
Fairview School CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Saturday 24th November, doors open 1.30pm
Admission 30p (pre-school free) details 302961
Cat Adoption Centre CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Saturday 24th November from 11.00am — 1.00pm
St Matthew's Community Centre, Entrance 30p.
CHRISTMAS ART AND CRAFT FAYRE
Sunday, 25th November, 10.30am - 3.00pm
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, Wigmore.
details 01634 235733 or barbara.trigg@sky.com
Darby & Joan Clubs CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Upchurch Village Hall

28th November, 10.00am - 12Znoon

Contact 01634 268476 for more details
SCOUTS CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAYRE
Saturday 1st December, 11.00am -1.00pm,

The St. Georges Hall Scout Headquarters,
Berengrave Lane, Entry 50p adults, children free.
Tables (£10 each) contact Julie 01634 361061

St Peter’s Bredhurst CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Saturday, December 1st, 2.00pm Village Hall,
Admission 50p. Charity shop open 1.30pm
HARTLIP CHRISTMAS FAIR

Saturday 1st December, 10.00am — 2.00pm
Hartlip Village Hall

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

St.Margaret's Church; Lower Halstow

Saturday 1st December, 2.00pm - 4.00pm
CHRISTMAS FAYRE

St. Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore.
December 8th - 12noon, 2.00pm, 01634 262197.

KITCHEN SPECIALIST
18yrs experienc
s FUll Installation Service =« Worktop Jointing
« AllMajor Brands = Competitive Prices

« Larae Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient Friendiy, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

WS

R
ASTERALARMS @

EAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 37 YEARS -

Alarms—CCTV-Access Control
www.masteralarms.com Fair Tra[ler
mail@masteralarms.com

TELEPHONE: 01634 379762




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR OCTOBER

Last October we visited the annual Apple Festival at
Brogdale Farm on the outskirts of Faversham. The
farm is home to the National Fruit Collection, the
largest assembly of different varieties of fruit trees in
the world, including 2,300 different apple varieties.
The collection is not simply a living museum; it is an
important gene bank for future fruit breeders. The
main attractions of the festival were tours of the
orchards and the testing and sales of apples but there
were also displays and demonstrations of gun dogs,
falconry, flower arranging, cooking, gardening and
horticulture.

We first went on a guided tour of the orchards. Before
we moved off the guide gave us us all a short history
of apple growing. All domestic apples have their
origins in the mountains on the boundary between
China and Kazakhstan. The Romans brought the first
domestic apples to Britain some 2,000 years ago; they
were a more palatable alternative to our own sour,
small, native crab apples. After the Romans left this
country, the art of apple growing was kept alive in a
handful of monasteries until the arrival of the
Normans who brought certain varieties of domestic
apples from Normandy. Even so, most apples growing
in England during the Middle Ages were too sour to
cat and were therefore turned to cider. The situation
began to change after the fruiterer of Henry VIII,
Richard Harris, established this country's first large
apple, pear and cherry collection at Teynham. He
imported apple grafts from France and pear and cherry
grafts from the Netherlands. The [8th and 19th
centuries were the golden age of English apples when
varieties like Bramley's Seedling became household
names.

That brief history lesson over, we commenced our
tour. The apples pointed out to us were in various
shapes. sizes and colours. Names such as Chelmsford
Wonder and Braintree Seedling were a reminder that,
in the past, apple varieties were developed locally,
Armed with a pocket knife, the guide handed out
slices of certain apples for us to taste. We were shown
a tree of red and cream apples of the variety "Decio”

which is the oldest, by far, in the collection. The
variety dates back to Roman times and was named
after a Roman general. Unfortunately we were not
allowed to taste that particular one. The guide told us
that Brogdale's apples are sold in the farm's shop and
at local greengrocers. Any apples unfit for sale are
fed to Gloucester Old Spot pigs kept on the farm and
owned by Brogdale Butchers who have a shop on the
premises.

We also had a look at one or two pear, quince and
medlar trees. We were shown a wild pear tree with
very small and hard fruit. Growing in the shape of a
bushy shrub, it originated from a Site of Special
Scientific Interest in the Tamar Valley. By contrast
we saw some Belgian "Beurre" pear trees whose
fruit "simply melts in one's mouth”. Unfortunately,
the fruit had already been picked. We were told that
the large. yellow, soft truit of the quince tree is too
strongly flavoured to be eaten raw and is used to
make jelly, to flavour apple pies or to add to other
fruit in the making of preserves. The hard, sour fruits
of the medlar tree are stored until they become soft
when they are either made into a jelly or eaten as a
dessert. Both fruits were highly favoured by the
Victorians.

On finishing the tour we headed for the Courtyard
restaurant and inspected the menu. As expected, the
main courses and the desserts were mostly apple
based. Having spent the morning sampling apples
and intending to do the same in the afternoon, we
needed a change, and so had a snack at one of the
food stalls in a barn. Afterwards we headed for a
large marquee in which visitors could taste and buy
apples. Here, on display, were varieties of old
English dessert apples which are not generally
stocked by the supermarkets such as James Grieve,
Worcester Permain, Laxton's Superb, Blenheim
Orange, Cox's Orange Pippin and Egremont Russet.
I myself had a taste of a Cox and a Russet. The
member of staff who served us, and who clearly
knew his onions, suggested that the Cox had a
deliciously sweet and richly aromatic flavour; and
who was I to disagree with him. The Russet was
described as having a very distinctive, nutty flavour.
Having arrived home with a good supply of Coxs

[24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry

MEDWAY PLUMBING Boarding CANINAp
T! !xA L ngngT UH gsmngglojgucmgngg§ AND DRAINAGE Cattery E el

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced b .
CylindersRepaired/ Replaced Tk

Domestic and Commercial Work :

JAll Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded Tankﬁ'sée_? s—SBIocl:(ages Built to FAB specifications

Rainham Based 0 Job Too Smal Individual luxury heated chalets

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates FAST, AFFORDABLE, Larger pens available to accommodate

Owner FABtraned L DHUW™

I0.AP. Discounts
ISo call today for a great deal, peace of
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
FJ'Iobile: 07775 423744

RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed

F: Fully Insured
arireter 51634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst. Kent, MET 3JR
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and Russets it was time for reflection on our day out.
With so many people inspecting the Brogdale
orchards on Apple Weekend it was not surprising that
we saw so little wildlife. Visiting redwings,
fieldfares, starlings and blackbirds may, however, be
seen feeding on the fallen apples, particularly after
the hawthorn and other berries have been eaten up.
Modern commercial orchards, with their serried rows

of dwarf trees, be they apple, pear or cherry, are fairly

lifeless compared with the very few orchards that
survive from the age of mixed farming. Sheep grazed
under the large, standard fruit trees in those orchards,
although pigs would often be turned loose in them in
order to mop up fallen fruit. They were the habitat of,
among other birds, barn, little and tawny owls; green,
great spotted and lesser spotted woodpeckers;
nuthatches; and great and blue tits.

Joe Ennis

BRITISH STANDARD PORTLAND CEMENT
WORKS by Jim Preston

The firm of L. J. and W. Goldsmith ol Grays were the
largest barge owners in Essex with at one point 147
sailing barges, many of which were engaged in the
transportation of’ cement on the Thames and Medway.
When many of the cement firms merged to form
Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers in 1901 the
new combine acquired its own fleet of barges, reducing
the freights available to Goldsmith's. As a result the firm
entered the chalk quarrying industry in 1901, working a
quarry to the south of the Lower Rainham Road, just east
ol Berengrave Lane [O.S. ref TQ 820 671]. The quarry
was connected by a tramway to a wharf to the west of’
Motney Hill Road which had been used by the East
Rainham brickworks |O.S. ref TQ 823 673] back in the
1860s. Their barges could then be used to carry the chalk
to independent cement works which had no supply of
chalk of their own such as Elmley and Queenborough.
Goldsmiths were afraid of losing their share of the
cement trade on the Thames after a second merger of
independent cement firms to form the British Portland
Cement Manufacturers in 1911. To remain independent
of APCM and BPCM they constructed their own cement
works in 1912 just to the east of Motney Hill Road [(.S.
ref TQ 822 674]. The new works were equipped with the
then most up to date plant including a rotary kiln
supplied by Emest Newells of Misterton,
Nottinghamshire who were leading kiln manufacturers in
the early part of the twentieth century. This kiln was 202
feet long with a diameter of 10 feet. This was a wet

process kiln fired with coal dust capable of producing
150 tons of clinker per day, feeding into a rotary cooler
before grinding. Production started in 1913.
Somewhere around 1923 a second rotary kiln, this time
supplied by Vickers was added. This kiln was 198 feet
6 inches long with a diameter of ¢.10 feet, again wet
process, feeding a rotary cooler, but capable of 1635
tons of clinker per day.

The works were acquired in 1927 by the Home Group
who sold cement under the Red Triangle trade mark,
and who were buying up independent cement works.
The Home Group proceeded to modernise the works
"at considerable expense”. Unfortunately this was bad
timing just before the Depression hit. A cement price
war broke out in 1928 which only ended in November
1928 when the Home Group and other independent
producers joined the 'Cement Manufacturers
Association' which fixed production quotas for the
industry. The Home Group then failed due to lack of
finance after the price war and possible poor
management leading to inefficiency. The first kiln went
out of production in 1929, leaving the plant working at
only 59% of capacity, which was uneconomic. The
Home Group was liquidated in 1931. The labour force
was laid off by the liquidator, who sold the works to
Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers. APCM
appointed a works manager whose job appears to have
been to supervise the dismantling of the plant. APCM
had no intention of reopening the works, the reason for
the purchase was that under the cement marketing
agreements each works had been allocated a production
quota, and APCM could reallocate the British Standard
works quota to increase capacity at their other works
[Chatham News, 6th November 1931, page 5]. The
plant was dismantled with the more modern equipment
being removed to their other plant, including the
Vickers kiln which was installed at Magheramome
cement works in Ulster.

Little trace remains of the cement works or the adjacent
dock. The vertical walls of the quay have been re-
profiled by Medway Council, and the walls of dock
side store houses levelled. The works site is now part
ol a nature reserve and has been reclaimed by scrub
and bramble. Any buildings have been levelled, but it
is possible to find a few traces of the footprint of the
silos and kiln bases. The washmills in the quarry have
survived to above ground level, and may be
substantially interpreted. These are being excavated
by the Friends of Berengrave, and more details of
progress so far may be found at their website:
www.friendsofberengrave.btik.com.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

iawmne o LINDSA
& COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

+ MULCH
+ FIREWOOCD

D.H. MILLER /
For all your Plumbing Services ""p..f

R:f:,“ HELP is on its way
" ., UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
/Z BOILER EXCHANGES
_&sife POWER FLUSHING
““ LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex REM.E

Munn Academy of Dance
=2 _ Pupils from age 2yrs to professional - |

.1 o

} Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner LD.T.A.

Medway 234168

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY =

DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING -

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance freeindex.co.uk

DECKING

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

./ Builders &
/U Decorators

11+ Preparation

Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPLECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383
86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7TNJ

Re

Effective tuition for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests m Medway and Kent
05602 538 882

(local call rates)

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

GENERAL COMMERCIAL
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCL

Citv & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOPQUALITY AT COMPIATHIVE
RATES
MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
« Member of Gas Safety Register
+ All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
« Landlord Gas Safety Reports
+ Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
« 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

GARAGE DOORS

South East Garage Doors
15 Years Experience
Repair Specialists

Roller Doors
JOAP Discounts
JAutarmation

Al Up& Overs
ide Hung Doors
Inmerican Style Sectional
Insurance Approved

01634 387701

Available Monday - Saturday
www_south-east-garage-doors co.uk

Fair Trader

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations
Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham ME8 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798

Diary 2012

November 18th — Medway Ramblers Walk, Meet Mike
Patrick, 10.00am, commuter car park just north of
Bredhurst for 6.5 mile walk via Darland Banks,
Capstone Country Park and Hempstead. Bring snack.
Pub at end.

November 18th - BWAG, Volunteer Task Days, Third
Sunday Every Month (all year), 10.00am — 2.00pm,
Meet Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst, Lunch and
refreshments provided, details call/text Steve Wright
07801 386264 or email stevewright50@ btinternet.com

November 19th - Baby Massage Course, (see 12th Nov).

MNovember 19th - Parkwood Leisure Club, Quiz, (see 5th
Nov).

November 19th — Rainham Wives, Silent Auction for our
Charity (see 5th Nov).

November 19th - Rainham Evening Women’s Institute,
7.30pm Millennium Centre, Rainham, Life in a
Kentish Workhouse — Mrs Helen Allison, competition
Something Frightening, ring 01634 372282 for details.

November 19th - Wigmore W1, 7.30pm, St Matthews
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Lesley Gould -
Japanese Festivals, Visitors welcome 01634 263405

November 20th — GHS Floral Art Group, “Topiary Tree’
and pre show discussion. (see 6th Nov).

November 20th - Christmas Bring and Buy, Women's
Fellowship, Gillingham Methodist Church, Third
Avenue, 2.30 - 3.45pm, Cup of Tea & Mince pie 50p

November 20th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45pm, £3.00,
Gardening for Wildlife — Adrian Thomas. For Walks
see www.medway-rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

November 21st — Bredhurst Garden Club, Eamon French
- Talk *RNLI" with Gift Stall’, 7.30pm, Bredhurst
Village Hall, 01634 233554, new members welcome,

November 22nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, The Great
Storm - Bob Ogley, (see 8th Nov),

November 23rd - Medway Geographical Society, Byron
Primary School, Gillingham, 7.30 —9.00pm, ‘FROGS

an interesting story in The Gambia® - Paul Warren,
Everyone welcome, details Pat Meredith 01634
362683
November 24th - Hedge Planting, Celebrating
National Tree Week, Capstone Farm Country Park,
10.00am — 1.00pm  hot refreshments provided,
£1.50 per person book 01634 338191
November 24th - Christinas Bazaar, Fairview
Community Primary School, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. Doors open 1.30pm, Admission 30p (pre
-school free), details 01634 302961
November 24th — GHS Floral Art Group, 2.30 -
4.30pm United Reformed Church (rear hall),
Balmoral Road, Gillingham, Christmas Show,
01634 232998
November 24th - Wine and Wisdom at St Matthew's
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore.
Tickets £6, bring your own food and drink. Teams
of 6-8, 7.00pm for 7.30 prompt start to book ring
Alan or Tina 01634 370492
November 24th - City of Rochester Symphony
Orchestra, Central Theatre, Chatham, 7.30pm,
Tickets £9 -15 from Box Office (11634 338338
www.crso.org.uk
November 25th - Volunteer Task Day, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm help volunteers
for the day. Refreshments provided. Free register
interest 01634 338191
November 25th -~ Medway Towns Footpaths Group
Walk, meet Mo Fleisig 01634 362743, 10.00am at
Village Hall car park, Lees Court Road, Sheldwich
TQ 014563 for 5.75 mile mostly flat walk, no dogs.
November 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, Meet
Madge Goatman and Frank Ewen, 10.00am
Upchurch Golf Club, Oak Lane ( use overtlow car
park) for 4.5 mile circular walk
November 25th - Christmas Art and Craft Fayre,
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, 10.30am -
3.00pm, exhibition and sale of watercolour
paintings and photographs Entry free, details 01634
235733 or e-mail barbara.trigg(@ sky.com

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modem Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trader

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771
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(over 30 years' experience)

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding speeialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

Double Glazing &

Garage Doors Specialists
01634 313821

Upvc Windows Doors & Conservatories
Repairs ~ Entrance Gates ~ Automation
Garage Doors ~ Fascia & Soffit

10 Year Guarantees on all products
viv kent-home-improvements.co.uk

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIN MNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
L F" FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
AL —PAIR' 'ORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOQ BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 B8NS
Domestic Installer

Solicitors

Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits

Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544

www.mybrief.com ssoticitons

B

Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening .

¢ my brief

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

P Biind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

T ‘w&eu Quaqu Counts!] .

wal of Old Timber
M umemm.e Free Exteriors
i Full Ventilation with Sird Guard

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MEE OLJ

Linwood

Home Electronics
GET READY FOR DIGITAL - SERVICE & REPAIR

Retune & Set up * Digital Aerials / satellite
Out of warranty repairs (all brands) * Accessories

70 Station Road, Rainham. 01634 230261

www.linwoodhe.com

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

All aspects of decorating and small A
building works undertaken including Block !.
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

J W DECORATORS E
y !

| B E HURST
Come and Visit Us in Our New

Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham

| Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
(01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gales made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.

Odd Jobs and much more No job too smalf

Diary 2012

November 26th - Baby Massage Course (see 12th Nov).

November 26th - Parkwood Leisure Club, Christmas
Lunch, (see 5th Nov).

November 26th - Rainham Wives, “A Very Merry
Christmas’ talk by June Faulkner (see 5th Nov).

November 28th - Upchurch Darby & Joan Clubs
Christmas Bazaar, Village Hall, 10.00am — 12noon. All
Welcome, Contact 01634 268476

November 28th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Christmas Meal, (see 14th Nov).

November 29th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Service
followed by “Teachers’ Tales”, (see 8th Nov).

November 29th — Rainham & District Dolls® House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,
7.30pm, ring 01634 312038 or 366183 for details.

November 30th - Winter Spirit Walk, 8.00pm for 2 hours
(approx) Fort Amherst, Dock Road, Chatham, All
Tickets £12.50, Book on line, No under 18's For more
Information ring 01634 847747 www.fortamherst.com

November 30th — MKAS Peter Parish - Constellation of
the month (see 9th Nov).

December 1st - St. Margaret's Church; Lower Halstow,
Christmas Craft Fair, 2.00pm - 4.00pm, Refreshments.

December 1st - Christmas Fayre, St. Peter's Church
2.00pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood Road,
Admission 50p, Charity shop next door open 1.30pm

December 1st - Christmas Fair, 10.00am — 2.00pm,
Hartlip Village Hall, Wide variety of stalls
Refreshments and light lunches served all day

-
Security Installation ‘
and Maintenance
* CCTV & Intruder Alarms
= Fire Alarms
= Access Control
« Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711 082415

Total Security Services

«

December 1st - Scouts Craft Fayre, 11.00am — 1.00pm,
St. Georges Hall, Scout Headquarters, Berengrave
Lane, for 4th Gillingham (Rainham) Sea Scouts
Entry 50p adults, children free. Refreshments, to
book a table (£10 each) contact Julie 01634 361061

December 2nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Chris Morris 01634 374923, 07847
828249 at Upchurch Golf Club for a 4.5 mile
Christmas Dinner walk, no dogs.

December 3rd — Rainham Wives, Christmas Meal (5th)

December 3rd - Parkwood Leisure Club, Christmas
Service, (sce 5th Nov).

December 4th — GHS Floral Art Group, Christmas get
together and post show discussion (see 6th Nov).

December 5th - Rainham Horticultural Society, AGM,
(see 7th Nov).

December 6th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Celebration
of Christmas - Anne Carter, (see 8th Nov).

December 8th - Christmas Fayre, St Matthew's
Community Centre, Wigmore, [2noon - 2.00pm, for
more details contact Tracy 01634 262197,

December 8th — Medway Folk Dance Club, Christmas
Dance, (see 3rd Nov).

December §th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
Meet Stephen Manning 01634 375821 07598 330622
for the Jubilee Greenway walk, ring for details

December 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Gillian Smith 01622 710569 at
Buckhurst 2 Car Park, Suffolk Way, Sevenoaks for a
5 mile undulating walk via Knole Park, no dogs.

December 10th - Lions Club Santa Sleigh Run, 6.00 —
8.15pm, Hempstead

LW Decorating

20 years experience

For a professional and friendly service
Call Louis on 07792 240041

65 Norman Close. Wigmore, Kent MES 0TQ

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

Prompt and Reliable Servicef

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service

Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available

email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS
01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
www.cannon-limited.co.uk




Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month
Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
SOPHISTICATS refurbished
Back again under new ownership.
For quality giftware, sculpture and
ready to hang art. Bespoke framing
by local master framer.

Secondary market Swarovski Crystal.
Browsers very welcome. 31 Station
Road. Rainham. 01634 361436

LOCAL MAN WISHES TO BUY oil
paintings, watercolours, prints and old
frames, any condition. Courteous,
discreet attention. Ring Peter on 07776
186 819

Home Maintenance Services for all
those jobs in & around the home, No
job too small. Free estimates. Call
01634 714724 or 07586 855626
FINANCIAL ADVICE. Qualified
and experienced local adviser. Advice,
consultations and reviews free of
charge. Contact Theresa on 01634
264322, www.theresaelsey.co.uk
44TWO CHRISTMAS PARTIES
Vegas Theme Sat 8th December
Carvery, Live Singer, Disco and
gaming tables @ £30.00 per head.
Christmas Party Night

Friday 14th December Carvery &
Dance The Night Away to South
Sound Disco (\ £23.00 per head.

To book call 01634 388706 or email
officef@44two.net. www.44two.net.

HAND EMBROIDERY CLASSES
Offering Workshops or one to one
lesson based learning for all ages.

Call me for a chat to inspire you - Jane
01634 575101 or 07967 932 189

HAIR TO ETERNITY. Mobhile
hairdressing and spray tanning
Competitive rates. Contact kelly

on 01634 323585 or 07963260744
TBF CARPENTRY SERVICES
Customised furniture for home or
garden, decking, and any household
carpentry jobs, including flat

pack furniture assembly / installation.
Ring 01634 306387 or 07824 430537
HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate,
RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured.
For free quote Tel 07591 563 114

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality. deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

PARKWOOD YOUTH CENTRE
modern centre, disabled access, with
main hall, meeting room and kitchen
available for hire. Free Parking.

For more info and to book, phone
01634 233846 or email

jane. Tors\lll“u medway.gov.uk. Charity
]\n 1001630

44TWO CARVERY

15t Sunday in every month 1.30 - 5pm
2 Courses £10.99 with Children under
12 eating free for every paying adult.
To book call 01634 388706 or email
office@44two.net. www.44two.net.
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315 /07766 980 732
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105/ 07866 315 471

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

GET SLIM FOR CHRISTMAS
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296.
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Debbie 01634 611919

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes, New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings, First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281
MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk. 01634 365427

TOPCAT TUITION CENTRE
Bredhurst - 11 Plus preparation for
Medway and Kent grammar schools.
GCSE Maths and English. Junior and
secondary Maths and English booster
classes. Fully trained, CRB checked
teachers. Improve your child’s chances in
2012 and beyond! Call Catherine -
01634 712062 or Mob 07983 525538
topeattutors@aol.co.uk

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial ete. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 /07708 203 745

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small,
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job, Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.

GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. All vear round service.
Grass mowing, hedge cutting, weeding
& tidying. Established 10 years
Friendly service. 01634 378763.
MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 t\\r’ignurc)

YOGA Classes IDANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634

317463 Website www. freed-om.co.uk

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2% 10 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574,
Fully Qualified ELECTRICIAN
Friendly and Reliable service. All
electrical work undertaken. No call out
charge. All works fully insured and
guaranteed. NICEIC fully Approved.
Part P registered. Contact lan on 07977
432799,

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call Jan
01634 377522 /07930 378834,
DENTURE REPAIRS. o
Same day service by registered technician.
Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 16 years’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 305453

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying leak
07960 111 266

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,
PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294. | come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.
RALPH'S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183460,
WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating,
No job too small. Over 30 years’
experience. 07712 760 147
DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552.
MATHS TUITION to GCSE and
A Level. Former Head of Maths.
33 years” experience. 01634 234732.
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 2 235799.

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

>ayroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 328537,
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services

1 lam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3-
11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Tots’n"All (pre
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (school yearsl-5)6.15. Fri
Club Extra (school years 7-10) 7.30
Visitors welcome. Pastor Rev T.IL
Wood. 01634 388187,
STMATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350.

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799,
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &

pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 233571 or 07999 979 202

TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing

repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76573

C & J CLEARANCE

Houses, garages, lofls, sheds & gardens
cleared. Individual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
efficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& friendly service.Free estimates No job
too small, KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Mobile 078127
34570/ 07970 759404

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly housebound.

Dentures made and repaired. Free of
charge for people receiving guaranteed
pension credit or income support. Tel.
842566 (surgery hours).

CRAFT MARKET
Saturday 17th November
9.00am - 12.30pm

Millennium Centre
Rainham
Proceeds to
St Margaret’s Church
FREE Entry to the public

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

Apprenticeship served

LADY
DECORATOR

Karen

Spooner ” ("
;u\"‘ ~
Fully qualified with o
200 years " experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 233815
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPV(C/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill.




JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
Books, DVD's, Videos and Vinyl Records
All at fantastically low prices.

Ink Cartridges Now in Stock
Good Local History area of brand new books

CENTRAL HEATING
Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, I(ent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWA y‘ 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s ) Est. 1971
Plumbing & ‘sife
Heating Chris Hallett

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

bor s sstmates osrone 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

abllity dutlet
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,

part exchange, deliver, train, fix.

Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more

7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG
Tel 01634 375537

@Hj CRYSTAL FREE NO
OBLIGATION
S CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds .« Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG

M: 07956 388531, £ sales@crystaicurtains. co.uk, W: www.crystalcurtains co uk

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott

07515 630545 or 01795 841387

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Kent MES 8AR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

Funenal Directors
A private family owned and run business
* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available

iiF

« Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

Kent MES 9PW
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