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The children of Bredhurst ready for their May Day celebrations in 1911. Joe Ennis describes a similar
photograph in Nature Notes this month. Both pictures are included in ‘Off the Beaten Track - A Short
History of Bredhurst, Wigmore, Parkwood and Hempstead® by Geoffrey Hufion, published in 1993
but now out of print.
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Editorial

Within the last month a new business has opened in
Station Road, Rainham. Well I say a new business but
actually it is a recreation of one that occupied the same
premises some fifty years or so ago. It is located at 35,
Station Road and in 1967 (I see from Kelly’s Street
Directory) it rejoiced in the name of *‘Kelvinator
Launderamas’. By 1971 this had become the rather
less dramatic ‘Prestige Launderette’. Both obviously
served the same purpose providing a do it yourself
laundry facility for the local population. In the mid
20th century we were still far from the age of
convenience we now embrace, an automatic washing
machine in your own home was considered a luxury.
Even if you could afford it, it was thought wasteful of
both water and power. The war time deprivations were
all too fresh in the minds of many. Perhaps in this time
of austerity we should recapture some of this idealism
but I think most of us now would consider it a
necessity not a luxury to let the machine do the work.
The new owner of Rainham Launderette would love
to discover the history of the original launderette. If
you worked there or visited with your weekly wash
and have memories of how it used to be, do get in
touch they will be delighted to find out more.

The Jubilee Celebrations have heralded a wave of
nostalgia for everything connected with the 1950s. It
is easy to reminisce with gold tinted spectacles and see
everything as perfect in this bygone era but in reality
the country was struggling then as it is now. However
a series of national celebratory events occurred, eerily
similar to the last few years, and it was hoped this
would boost the national spirit of well being and set us
on the road to recovery. We had a Royal Wedding in
1947 - the then Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip
followed by a rather less elaborate London Olympics
in 1948. The Festival of Britain followed in 1951 and
the Queen’s Coronation in 1953. Gradually in the 50s
things did get better and by 1957 Harold Macmillan
was telling us *we had never had it so good” so
perhaps there is hope for us yet!

Thank you everyone who has contributed to the debate
about the estuary airport. Opinions are strongly felt
both for and against the project and the discussion will
obviously continue, probably for years to come, but 1
am afraid we do not have room to include more in
Action Forum.

Once you have recovered from all the festivities at the
beginning of June do look further in our pages and

decide which other events are of interest. If only we
have a few fine days there are plenty of interesting
walks when you can explore the beautiful countryside,
and of course all the outdoor fetes, concerts and
garden parties are relying on warm sunny afternoons
to enhance their success, but whatever the weather do
enjoy the last of the spring and we will see you again
in July.

Correspondence
CORONATION DAY - JUNE 2nd 1953
Dear Editor

The afternoon before the coronation my mother and 1
bought a wooden grocery box from some wide boy for
aking’s ransom. We got the box through the crowd to
our pitch in Northumberland Avenue by shouting,
“Wet paint! Mind your nylons!™

Keeping our place was Jim, then aged 12, guarding
our many coats, rugs, flasks, sandwiches and wads of
newspaper. What bliss to take turns sitting on a box all
night. We did not sleep for laughing at the jokes of
cockney families.

At five on Coronation morning I was walking to the
ladies’ room at Charing Cross Station when [ stood in
Villiers Street to enjoy a minstrel show. There were no
strangers that day: the whole united British Empire
was represented. Back in Northumberland Avenue we
were at the very front so [ knew that in a few hours we
would see the Queen on her way to the Abbey. While
waiting | experienced the sheer bliss of sitting on a
kerb with my feet in the gutter. We laughed at a fellow
selling engraved miniatures of the Queen at only a
halfpenny. Some people even bought his postage
stamps. We cheered a newsvendor shouting, “Everest
climbed and not wiv a ladder!” What a success to offer
to our Queen that very day.

Our part of the coronation route would take the
procession going to the Abbey, but not returning. We
practised cheering at pageboys in a charabanc, at the
nobility and quality passing on horseback and
especially at a man sweeping up after them. We
cheered the Queen of Tonga, glossy black, beautiful
and monumental in her open landau. There were jokes
that the tiny white diplomat in attendance was her
lunch.

When my Queen passed | was too excited to cheer,
but sad that we would not see the return of our
crowned monarch. Years later at a charity event a
child asked her, “Is the crown heavy?” I remember
seeing on TV that she smiled, passed on, and then
turned back to the kiddie. “Yes, the crown is meant to
be heavy.”

The Empire is no more, the maps of the world are no
longer covered in pink areas, she has shared the
sorrows of family trials, and she must have often
known an “annus horribilis’, as she admitted in
November 2005. All the time she has felt the onus, the
burden, of that heavy crown. The Queen and I both
began our life’s work in the same year but I have

now retired so | admire her vows to serve us
throughout her life.

After the procession we left our pavement empty,
knee deep in newspapers, used for keeping us warm.
How often the homeless must rely on them, so | must
not forget. Just once I have spent the night on the
pavement, intending to sleep rough, but [ was
surrounded by family and crowds of hopeful, happy
friendly, united people. o
During the coronation period we were staying in
Pimlico, sleeping by day and sightseeing at night. We
saw displays of flowers from all over the British
Empire; at dawn we saw the coronation coach closely
as it was being serviced; and its horses groomed for
the great event. We kept meeting people in court
dress, complete with knee breeches, and in glorious
national costumes. i

On Coronation Day it had begun to rain just as we
had to return to Victoria. We knew nobody with a
television set, and we simply longed for sleep. Before
the days of terrorist alerts some Underground trains
were running.

It was eerie to be alone on the train. We belonged
above with the crowds, the unity of the British
Empire, the cheers. Here we were below in silence.
Nobody was waiting on the platforms and we watched
the name “Westminster® as we glided past. We felt
like aliens but above our heads at that very moment,
for us, our Queen was being crowned.

Yours sincerely
Maggie Dunn

SAMANTHA DICKSON BRAIN TUMOUR TRUST
Dear Editor ]
Our Fund raising stall at Hempstead Valley Shopping
Centre on Wednesday 9th May raised £60 which has
been sent to SDBTT. Thank you everyone who
donated. The winner of ‘Guess the Sweets in a
Jar® (answer 101) is Mrs K Goodman of Rainham
Our next fundraising event is on Saturday 15th
September when the City of Canterbury Silver Band
will visit St Margaret’s Church, High Street Rainham
for a concert at 7.30pm. Tickets, £9.00 each, are
available from me on 01634 263622.

Yours sincerely

Olwen O'Dowd

Email: o.od(hotmail.co.uk

Berengrave Service Station

Car & Bike MOTs

Servicing — Repairs — Diagnostics
Clutches — Exhausts — Welding x

666 Lower Rainham Road 01634 233619

TRAIN NOISE
Dear Editor

I wonder if anyone else has noticed the change in
train noise over the past few weeks? The noise seems
louder and has a whirring quality particularly the
London bound engines. It is not just as they leave the
station but also on the approach to Rainham from
Newington and friends have reported hearing it
towards Gillingham. When I am walking it seems to
me that I now hear the trains a lot sooner long before
I actually see them. It affects both old and new rolling
stock but not the Pullmans.

Has anyone any explanation for this | have
contacted both Rail Companies but as yet have not
received a reply.

Yours sincerely
Lauren Scoines
laurenscoines@blueyonder.co.uk

WOOL AND KNITTERS WANTED

A Knitting Club meets alternate Monday afternoons
at Rainham Library. The next meetings arel Ith &
25th June, knitting for charity and Premature Baby
Units. New members arte always welcome. Please
leave any unwanted knitting wool at the library. For
more information ring Judith Pender 01634 377474,

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:

Edwin Road, Marshall Road and Sylvan Road
Durham Road. Cambridge Road, Asquith Road and

Springvale
Lower Rainham Road (Pump Lane — Bloors Lane)
These can all be split to small sections as necessary!

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 or email
afiithenet.uk.net

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
sConservatories — designed and built
sUpgrades to existing roofs
sNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
sMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS
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Diary 2012

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af{@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 19th June

June 3rd - Hempstead Big Lunch from 1.00pm, All Saints
Church, 169 Hempstead Road. Free admission.

June 3rd — St Augustine’s Gillingham “Big Lunch’ details
www.sagk.org.uk c

June 3rd - Sunday Service with guest medium Diane
Hubert,£1.00 6.30 - 8.30pm, Healing afier the service
at The Centre mind.body.spirit, M2 services 01634
366944 www.thecentre-mindbodyspirit.co.uk

June 3rd — Medway Ramblers Walk meet 10.00am
Jeskyns Country Park for 7.5 miles, the Darnley Trail at
Cobham, bring picnic lunch, pub at end. ’

June 3rd — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, meet
Stephen Manning 01634 375821, 10.00am, at
Hollingbourne near the Dirty Habit Pub for a 6 mile
walk with steep climbs, Dogs allowed.

June 5th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, meet
Joan Weekes 01634 855522, 7.00pm, at Stone Horse
PH for 4.5 mile evening walk. a few slopes. No Dogs.

June 5th - St Matthews Church, Wigmore, Service of
Dedication for the Queen's Diamond Jubilee 10 .00am,
£3 per ticket 262197 or 370492,

June 5th - Wigmore residents street party, Drewery Drive,
3.00 - 6 .00pm. Bring a picnic and join in the fun, free.

Jun}: Sth- Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral Art
Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm, United Reformed Church (rear
hall), Balmoral Road, Gillingham, Workshop. Visitors
welcome contact Kay Buss 01634 232998

1] une 5th - Every Tuesday evening Healing freely given
The Centre, 7.30-9.00pm (see 3rd Jun) I

June 6th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet 10.00am
Camer Park for 5 miles through Meopham, details
01634 718895 tea bar and pubs at end.

June _61I1 - Rainham Wives, 8.00pm, Millennium Centre,
Rainham, Fun Quiz, New members of all ages
welcome, details contact Margaret Meinertzhagen

01795 475907 or Hilary Noakes 01634 3646 8

June 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm Cricket
Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Rainham, Preparing for the
Show — Gordon Francis, New members welcome, ring
366276 for details T

June 6th - Creative Oatmeal Clay Creatures, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon, Suitable for aged 5
— 12 years must be accompanied by an adult, £1 50
per child, book 01634 337432

Jun_c 7th - Parent and Child Fishing Teaching, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 9.00am — 11.00am or 12noon —
2.00pm, Learn the basics of coarse fishing equipment
and bait supplied. Suitable for 8 - 12 years £8 per
child, book in advance 01634 338191

June 7th - Wigmore Thursday Club, A Peep Behind the
l_Joors - Julia Page, St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, 2.00pm. For over 50, ring 235507

Junc_ 7th — Hempstead Leisure Club, AGM,;I lempstead
Village Hall, behind Church, 2.00 - 4.00pm. New
members welcome. Phone 01634 366907

June 8th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group 7.30pm
AGM Upchurch Village Hall All welcome, ring
01634 317993 for details. -

June 8th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre every Friday 9.45am - noon to
hcl[‘) people who have lost their spouse/partner, join
us for a cuppa & chat, ring Julie 364309 for details,

June 8th - MKAS, Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood
Road, second and last Friday each month, 7.45pm.
Members Exhibition Meeting, Details 07983 398326
or visit www.midkentastro.org.uk.

June 9th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham 7.30 —
10.00pm. New and experienced dancers welcome,
with or without a partner, ring 366189 or 388546.

il une 9_th - Coneerts (@ GMC, Medway Singers,
_(illlimghum Methodist Church, Third Avenue 7.30pm,
lickets £5.00 on the door or 01634 575139

June 9 — 10th — Chatham & District Model Railway
Club’s annual Model Rail Show, The Historic
Dockyard Chatham, 10.00am - 5.00pm, Tickets £7 &
£5.50 Concessions, Family (2+3) £15, free parking.
www.chathamshow.co.uk

ONE DAY CLASSES in LOWER HALSTOW
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR

BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
26 June, 18 Sept, 4 Dec & 5 Mar 2013
OTHER CLASSES AVAILABLE

. .. Phone for brochure 01622 861983 ﬁ”;;
/7 www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

P. Gillard ™| |A.C.Domestics LOGS
g i reg. 206985
Interior & Exterior TURF
Decorator | |\ iin i oo
: s andlord certificates.
# Plastgrmg # Tiling Service, repair and BARK
rEcS)tagIShEd 30 years mistallation ol gas central LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
FR‘:EEB TOO SMALL heating, boilers, [ires, gas and UNDERTAKEN
ESTIMATES electric cookers. INVICTA
Tel: (01634) 320846 ot LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
: 62273
Mobile: 07834 851 004 i e 01634 263700
4

June 10th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, meet
John Williams 01622 764821, 10.00am, East Malling
Village Fields Car Park 5.5 miles fairly flat. Dogs OK.

June 10th - Race for Life, Capstone Farm Country Park,
11.00am —1.00pm, Call 08716 41 1111 or see
www.raceforlife.org for more information

June 10th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet 10.00am
Aldington for 6.5 miles Royal Military Canal and
Saxon Shore Way. can be muddy, 07525 161766

June 10th - Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 2.00pm. Free 01634 337432

June 11th - Knitting Club meets alternate Monday
afternoons Rainham Library, knitting for charity and
Premature Baby Units. New members always
welcome. Please leave knitting wool at the library. For
more information ring Judith Pender 01634 377474.

June 11th — Parkwood Leisure Club, Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Party, St. Paul’s Church, Deanwood Drive,
Parkwood 2.00pm — 4.00pm, new members welcome
ring 01634 366056 or 373594,

June 11th - An evening of Clairvoyance with the
wonderful Brenda Cottingham £5.00 (see 3rd Jun).
June 11th — Rainham Wives, 8.00pm, Methodist Church
Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, “Jubilee Quiz Time’
with Hazel, New members of all ages very welcome,

subs £1.50 per meeting, details 01634 230639.

June 12th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
7.00pm, Meet at Chatham Waterfront Bus Station for a
3.5 mile evening walk some steep steps. No Dogs.

June 12th - Medway Antique and Collectors’ Club,
Curiosities of the City of London, Part 2, St George
Hotel. New Road, Chatham, 7.30 for 8.00 pm_ visitors
welcome. Enquiries Miss EE Boyes 01474 823606

June 13th - Junior Ranger Team, Riverside Country
Park, 3.45 — 4.45pm, aged 5 — 12 years old must be
accompanied by adult, £1.50, book 01634 337432

June 13th - Bredhurst W1, 7,30pm Bredhurst Village
Hall, Margaret Clift - Sweets & Chocolates, ring
01634 389966 for more details.

June 13th - Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch Village
Hall, 7.30pm. Workshop “Turn over a new leaf”
Tutored by Ann Wyatt, For further in formation please
telephone 01634 863034

June 14th — Hempstead Leisure Club, Talk - Sussex
Farm Meals, (see 7th Jun).

June 14th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Adventures on the
Allotment - Rob Masters (see 7th Jun).

June 15th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
meet Chris Morris 01634 374923, 07847 828249,
7.00pm, at Turn off after garage half way down
Bluebell Hill signposted for Tyland Barn for a 4 mile
fairly flat, casy evening walk via Pilgrim’s Way
Boxley Abbey and Tyland Barn. Dogs allowed.

June 15th — Jazz Gig, RAF Association Club, Dock
Road, Chatham, 8.30pm, Simon Spillett/Alan
Skidmore Quintet, Admission £10, Enquiries 01634
365352 or 07544312743 Website Coljazz.webs.com

June 15th — Oast House Theatre, *British Comedy
Legends’ 3 of our great comedy legends: Tommy
Cooper, Les Dawson & Morecombe & Wise, light
buffet, Curtain up at 8.00pm. Box Office on 0844
8793224 or on-line www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

June 16th — RSG Youth Academy, 10.00am — 12noon, 4
week course, 01634 362746 or email rya@rsg.org.uk

June 16th - Rainham South Ward Councillors Surgery,
Parkwood Community Centre, 9.30am - 12noon. No
appointment necessary.

June 16th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk the
Darenth Valley Path with Stephen Manning Contact
Stephen on 01614 375821 or email
menningstephen@hotmail.co.uk for details.

June 16th — Paediatric First Aid Course, St Matthew’s
Church, Wigmore 10.00am — 4.00pm £20 per person
email thel 39¢clubf@gmail.co.uk for details

June 16th & 23rd — Active Birth Workshop St
Matthew’s Church, Wigmore 2 day
antenatal/postnatal course, 9.15am — 5. 15pm £35 per
couple, email thel39¢club@ gmail.co.uk for details

June 16th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for Girls,
Derwent Way, Summer Ball Ticket only 7.30 —

11.00pm. Enquiries 01634 363738 email
s.collins02(@btinternet.com

June 16th - Discovering Chalk Grassland, BWAG
Training Day, 10.00am - 3.30pm For further details
and bookings please call Vanessa Jones on 07813
785940 email bwag(@ vanessajones.plus.com

June 16th - Deanwood School Summer Fayre, [2Znoon -
3.00pm, Adults 50p, Children 20p. Preschoolers Free,
Raffle to be drawn at 2.30pm

June 17th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
meet Gill Smith 01622 710569, 10.00am, at
Shipbourne Upper Green Road opp the church for 5
miles undulating walk with some stiles. No Dogs.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

e Freeview

« Freesat Dishes Installed
« Extra TV/SKY Points
« TV Wall Mounting Service

 Free Estimates
Call Nick 07949 588464

Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444

www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, MET 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
lof outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats only.

s, completely new cattery, fully compliant
bwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: infe@whiskerslodge.co
Web: www,whiskerslodge.com)




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAD

CHARTERED ACCTANTANTS

. " Ac 5
4 Bloors Lane. Rainham, SeOUnLS

Kent MEX TEG
Tel: 01634 375222

Tax
Book-keeping

24 1 11 .

Fax: 01634 371318 Payroll

E Mail: adminia jadaccountants.co.uk Audit
www.jadaccountants.co.uk Associated Services

Uualitied fechnicion. References ovailable

DOITAU howe improvementsihondymen

Bathrooms » Clackrooms » Kitchens e Tiling « Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring ¢ Lighting e Blinds
Small jobs welcome!
Call Rob now for u free estimate!

01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitd4u.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG NS
BRYANT @EA
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
NZT:T@ A1 RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

|r Craniosacral Therapist
Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including
[ neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches
! stress & anxiety
|
|

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456
Email: sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk &
Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pE
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 13 years
MNon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing

Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments

Reflexology—MNew Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting

Thread Vein Removal — Lash Extensions
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

.. Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre frips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S & R.S.L.
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.

Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available

HANDS

Hands has for many years been providing practical
help to the local community through support from
our volunteers. Much of our work deals with the
arrangement of transport for elderly and disabled
clients to enable them to attend medical
appointments, day-centres, shopping and social
visits etc. If you would like to contribute something
to your community and have tact, patience and an
ability to laugh at the ludicrous side of life, why not
join us as a volunteer driver? We need more drivers
so that we can extend our service to more people, so
if you have spare time and a car why not help us
continue to help elderly or disabled people keep
important appointments and be able to keep a social
life. Contact Jan Excell at Hands and Gillingham
Volunteer Centre on 01634 362119 or email
enquiries@gillinghamvolunteercentre.com

BABY MASSAGE SESSIONS
Fairview Community Primary School
Fairview Tadpoles Parent and Baby Group
Thursdays 1.15 — 2.45pm (term time) £2 per family
Baby Massage Taster Sessions in June
Ring School Office 01634 338710 for details

JAZZ GIG
RAF Association Club, Dock Road, Chatham.
Friday 15th June , 8.30pm, Admission £10
Simon Spillett/Alan Skidmore Quintet
All Enquiries 01634 365352 Mobile 07544 312743
Website Coljazz.webs.com
RSG YOUTH ACADEMY
Saturdays June 16th, 23rd, 30th & July 7th
10.00am — 12noon
Exciting opportunity for year 5, 6 & 7 pupils to learn
a new skill and experience a secondary school
environment whilst having fun. Courses include:
Clay Creations, Karate, Modern Irish Dance,
Fencing, Jewellery Making, Lego Robotics,
West End Wonders, Make healthy junk Food,
Please see the website www.rsg.org.uk for details
or ask at your Primary School
Courses cost £25 for four sessions 01634 362746
email rya@rsg.org.uk for details.

SUMMER FAYRE - DEANWOOD SCHOOL
Saturday, 16th June, 12noon — 3.00pm

Adults 50p. Children 20p, Preschoolers Free
Raffle to be drawn at 2.30pm

JUNE FAIR Fairview Community Primary School,
Saturday 23rd June, Doors open 1.30pm
Admission 50p adults, 30p children (pre-school free)
Grreat fun for all the family - Swing boats, fun bus,
Go-carts, BBQ Plus tombolas, games, craft, raffles,
gifts & much, much more.
Further details 01634 377912
BRYONY SCHOOL’S SUMMER FETE
157 Marshall Road, Rainham
Sunday 1st July, I2noon - 3.00pm.

Lots of fun for everyone with Raffles prizes, games,
tea, coffee and lots more. Any enquiries contact
friendsofbryonyschool@ymail.com
SUMMER FAYRE
Miers Court Primary School PTFA
Saturday 7th July, 11.00am - 2.00pm
Calling all ex pupils to come and join us at our
Summer/Farewell Fayre, to say goodbye to
Mrs MecCracken (formerly Mrs Patterson)
and Mrs Walker, who are both refiring.
Information from Joanne Gilbey 01634 310676

RAINHAM THEATRICAL SOCIETY
Qasthouse Theatre,Rainham
‘British Comedy Legends’ Friday 15th June
Curtain up at 8.00pm
‘Roll Britannia’ A comedy by Sam Fish
June 21.22.23.28.29.30
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
WW W.UEISH'IOUS etheatre.co. le

SUMMER BALL in aid of PETERS PLACE
Friday 22nd June, 8.00pm
United Services Club, Rainham,
£6 per ticket (£10 couple) Disco & buffet included
Prizes for the best dressed
For more information and tickets contact
Rose 01634 570443 or Ann 01634 578879
Peters Place helps young people with cancer
[\ ALl
KITCHEN SPECIALIST

« FUll Installation Service = Worktop Jointing
« AllMajor Brands = Competitive Prices

« Larae Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient priendly, Reliable Services

CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

e Plumbing
112 1. & Heating

DAVID TATTON Fully gualified engineer
Installation » Maintenance + Service * Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms = All general plumbing
= Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No. 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR MAY

May Day was traditionally the day of the celebration
of Spring. The two symbols most associated

with May Day were the blossom of the may tree (more
commonly known today as the hawthorn tree) and the
maypole. The flowers of the may tree were used
mainly to make garlands; the white, heavily laden
blossom is visually attractive but has a somewhat
bitter-sweet smell. Maypoles, and their attendant
dancing and merry making, were banned by the
Puritans in the | 7th century. However, in the late 19th
century, after a long period of suppression and
disinterest, maypoles came back into use as a result of
encouragement by the social reformer John Ruskin
and his colleagues who invented the notion of "Merrie
England".

The villagers of Bredhurst have been celebrating May
Day for over a hundred years. A photograph taken in
1908 shows the May Queen and other girls from the
village dressed in white and with garlands of flowers
around their heads. Some of the boys are wearing their
best caps, jackets and knickerbockers whilst others are
dressed as knights, heralds and pages. Two of the boys
are holding onto the opposite ends of a long stick
which is threaded through a large bundle of hawthorn
blossom.

In May of last year Mrs Ennis and 1 joined a large
crowd on the playing field of Bredhurst Church of
England Primary School celebrating May Day. We
watched the crowning of the May Queen, dancing
round the May Pole and country dancing. The girls
and boys were dressed in much the same way as their
Edwardian predecessors, the girls in skirts, aprons and
bonnets and the boys as minstrels, pages and
swordsmen. The May Pole dancers were particularly
talented, being able to create various plaited patterns
around the May Pole by means of coloured streamers.
Each design had a name such as "Barber's Pole",
"Double Plait", Spider's Web" and Gypsies' Tent".
May is the month not only of hawthorn blossom but
also, for example, the creamy white clusters of the
elder flower and the rich, tent-like blossoms of the
horse chestnut tree. An attractive specimen of the

latter tree, which features on the Bredhurst village
sign, stands next to the Bell Inn.

Bluebells are also depicted on the sign and this
prompted my wife and me to make a visit to
Bredhurst Wood and see the bluebells growing
there. We walked down Hurst Road, turned
right near Bredhurst Church and joined a stony

lane. A variety of trees line the lane as it drops below

Arran Bank. The trees appear to be relics of the
ancient wood through which the lane was once cut.
They include oak, beech, cherry, field maple,
hornbeam, white beam and yew.

Having savoured a short walk down what is a
typical, ancient North Downs lane we retraced our
steps to a stile and entered a hay meadow hidden in a
fold of the downs. The predominant flowers, in the
meadow, in early May, were ox-eye daisies but, later
in the spring, flowers such as pyramidal orchid,
bird's- foot trefoil and yellow rattle will be in
evidence. We entered Bredhurst Wood which
consists mainly of sweet chestnut. ash and hornbeam
coppiced trees with some oak and beech standards.
In the past, coppiced sweet chestnut would have
been used for hop poles, for example, and hornbeam
for charcoal. For many years the coppices were not
managed and the trees became overgrown. Over the
past few years, however, on the initiative of such
bodies as Kent County Council, a large area of the
wood has once more been coppiced and the light has
been let onto the woodland floor. We came across an
extensive and impressive display of the azure blue
flowers of the bluebell. Among other flowers in
bloom were greater stitchwort, yellow archangel,
ragged robin and red campion.

We emerged from the wood upon reaching down
land fields below Kemsley Street. They lie on the
same continuous slope of the North Downs as
Queendown Warren. Primroses and cowslips were
still in bloom in the shade of the woodland trees
lining the fields. We toiled up the steep slope of the
fields in the heat of a warm spring day and, in due
course, reached the long line of a hawthorn hedge
serving as a boundary to the fields adjoining
Kemsley Street and Paris Farms. H E Bates, the
author of "The Darling Buds of May"., wrote about

TAURUS LOCK

MEDWAY PLUMBING

Boarding

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
(0.A.P. Discounts

[So call today for a great deal, peace of|
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
[Mobile: 07775 423744

AND DRAINAGE
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
CylindersRepaired/ Replaced
Tanks—Cisterns— Blockages
Mo Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE, 24 hour call out

All Work Guaranteed

i Fully Insured
Falr Trader 4634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Cattery

Owner FAB trained
Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same househald
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please

I: catnapbredhurs

Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR

"may-trees carrying blossom as thick as Ma's lavish
Jersey cream.” Some of the twigs and boughs of the
hawthorn bushes we passed by were indeed sagging
under the weight of bunches of creamy white flowers.
We wondered whether the large bundle of hawthorn
flowers carried by the two Bredhurst school boys in
the aforementioned photograph of 1908 were cut
from one of these bushes over one hundred years ago.
Joe Ennis
HEMPSTEAD BIG LUNCH
Sunday 3rd June from 1.00pm - Free admission.
All Saints Church, 169 Hempstead Rd. Bring a
picnic and enjoy the many games and activities for
children. Cake Stall, Craft Stall, Puppet Show,
Sunbeams Toddler Music Session and more!

DIAMOND JUBILEE SERVICE & Street Party
Tuesday 5th June, St Matthews Church, Wigmore
will be hosting a Service of Dedication for the
Queen's Diamond Jubilee from 10.00am Watch the
service on a big screen and take part. Dress to
impress and enjoy a drink and canapes afterwards.
£3 per ticket 01634 262197 or 370492,

STREET PARTY
Tuesday 5th June 2012, there will be a street party for
residents of the Wigmore area to celebrate the
Diamond Jubilee in Drewery Drive, 3.00 - 6.00pm.
Bring your own picnic and join in the fun of
traditional games, a sing-song and a tug-of-war with a
small trophy for the winners. This is a free event so
pray for fine weather and a good time out.
JUBILEE FLOWER FESTIVAL
St Margaret’s Church, Rainham
Friday 22nd — Sunday 24th June 10.00am — 4.00pm
(from 12noon Sunday) Entry £2
Preview Evening Thursday 21st June 7.00pm
£5 (includes cheese & wine)
Church Tower Open Saturday 23rd June
10.00am — 12noon & 1.00 - 3.00pm
More information 01634 362023
office(@rainhamchurch.co.uk

DIAMOND JUBILEE CONCERT
The Friends of St Margaret's Church, Rainham
Featuring Medway Big Band 'Swing Music for all'
Saturday 23rd June, 7.30 - 10.00pm
St Margaret's Church, Rainham
Tickets (including drinks & nibbles) £6 in advance
or £7 on the night. Contact 01634 230430 or 230183

HUGE ARTS WEEKEND! St Matthew’s Church,
Wigmore, Saturday 30th June/Sunday st July
10.30am to 4.00pm/11.00am to 4.00pm Free Entry,
Free Art Show, Free Demos, Free Workshops
SATURDAY Art Show - Over 50 artists exhibiting
— Art Sales, Art and Craft Stalls, Demonstrations
and Exhibits. Come and have a try at something
new - Plenty for children, Live Entertainment
Throughout the Day, Free Art and Craft
Workshops., Acrylic, Watercolour, Oils, Tissue
Lamination, Collage, Belly Dancing, Children’s
Scottish Dancing Children and Adults — Telephone
booking necessary.

VARIETY SHOW - 7.30pm Singing. Magic,
Dance, Film, Variety Hosted by Pat Marsh and
Lynsey Butler (Radio Kent). Tickets - £7.50
QUIET SUNDAY Art Show, Bring a Picnic Lunch
Come along 9.30am for Arts Based Family Service
Professional Recital — 7.00pm Dichterliebe op. 48
(Song Cycle) — Robert Schumann and Songs from
New Zealand - David and Christine Griffiths
Internationally acclaimed New Zealand baritone
and pianist Tickets - £7.50

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! Programme of
Events available emailWigmore.arts@hotmail.co.uk
or post (sae please), 42 The Goldings, MESOAX
Tel: 01634 372508 — book early for workshops

JUBILEE CONCERT - SATURDAY 7th JULY
The Old Barn Orchestra Concert at Rochester
Grammar School for Girls. The programme has a
London theme comprising Weber’s Jubilee
Overture, Eric Coates' London Suite and Rhapsody
for saxophone and orchestra, Crown Imperial by
William Walton & Vaughan Williams® London™
Symphony. Tickets £10 with acc children £1 from
01795 843228 or 01634 376979 or the National
Map Centre above Sunburst Books 21 Station Rd.
The concert is in aid of Demelza Children’s
Hospice and starts at 7.30pm.
JUBILEE CONCERT
St Mary’s Church, Upchurch Sat 14th July, 7.30pm
Upchurch Society and Bearsted Choral Society
Mozart’s *Coronation Mass’, Handel’s *Zadok the
Priest’ and Elgar’s *Coronation Ode’
Refreshments available during interval
Tickets £8 (students £4) from Evelyn Veale
01634 234047 or Liz Walters 01634 361897

TREE MANAGEMENT
CHIPPING

Soreone | INDSA

MULCH
rrewooo & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

.+ s+ s @

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services oL
";‘I‘fl "T;'- HELP is on its way
. UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
/ BOILER EXCHANGES
‘sife POWER FLUSHING
7" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam o 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Munn Academy of Dance
.2 Pupils from age 2yrs to professional -.»

3 Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
H Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner .D.T.A

Medway 234168

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY -

DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

D 6 Builders &
/ Decorators

11+ Preparation

Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

D A CONSTRUCTION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT

Diary 2012

June 17th — Medway Ramblers Walk meet 10.00am

Linton for 8.3miles around Boughton Monchelsea,
bring picnic lunch.

June 17th - Bredhurst Woodland Action Group,

Volunteer Task Days, Third Sunday Every Month
10.00am — 2.00pm, Meet at Hurstwood Road, 07801
386264 or email stevewright50@btinternet.com

June 18th — Parkwood Leisure Club, Bingo, (11th Jun).
June 18th - Wigmore W1, 7.30pm, St Matthews

Community Centre, Drewery Drive, lan Porter - Jack
the Ripper, Visitors welcome ring 01634 263405

June 18th — Rainham Wives, *Hearing Dogs for the
Deaf” return visit by Paul Ledger & Yorick, (11th Jun).
June 18th - Rainham Evening Women’s Institute,

7.30pm Millennium Centre, Rainham, The Alternative
Calendar Girls — Mrs Barbara Stevens, competition
Childs Book, ring 01634 372282 for more details.

June 19th - RSPB Talk, Parkwood Community Centre,

7.30pm, £3, “Kruger National Park’ Don Wilks.

June 19th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral Art

Group, ‘Imposes’ night. (see Sth Jun).

June 21st - Rainham Women'’s Institute 1.45 - 4.00pm

Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham.
Speaker on The Story of English Cheeses, Visitors
welcome for small entry charge . Ring 01634 366276

June 21st - Wigmore Thursday Club, Strawberry Tea and

Entertainment, (see 7th Jun).

June 21st — Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, Tea &

Chat (see 7th Jun).

June 21st.22nd.23rd.28th.29th.30th - Rainham Theatrical

Society, ‘Roll Britannia® A comedy by Sam Fish,
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham, Curtain up 8.00pm. Box
Office 0844 8793224 www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

June 215t - The Centre, Wellness Night 7.30 - 9.00pm

with Alison Lavington £4.00 (see 3rd Jun).

(includes cheese & wine) Tower Open Saturday
10.00am — 12noon & 1.00 - 3.00pm, 01634 362023
officef@rainhamchurch.co.uk

June 22nd - Summer Ball in aid of Peters Place,
8.00pm, United Services Club, Rainham, £10 per
couple or £6 per ticket, Disco and buffet included.
For more information and tickets contact Rose
(1634 570443 or Ann 01634 578879,

June 23rd - Twydall Primary School, Romany Road,
Gillingham, Fete, 11.00am, opened at 12 noon by
Danny Kedwell from Gillingham FC, many varied
stalls for all the family, refreshments available

June 23rd - June Fair, Fairview Community Primary
School, Drewery Drive, Doors open 1.30pm,
Admission 50p adults, 30p children (pre-school
free) Further details 01634 377912

June 23rd - Kasbah Short Breaks Life Skills Project
For 16 — 19 years with mild or moderate additional
needs, Millennium Centre, Rainham, 11.00am -
2.00pm, £2 contribution. Ring 07505 489049 or
07758 703627 or shortbreaks(@ kasbah.org.uk

June 23rd - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 9th Jun).

June 23rd - Friends of St Margaret's Church Rainham,
Diamond Jubilee Concert featuring Medway Big
Band "Swing Music for all' in Church 7.30-10.00pm,
Tickets (including drinks & nibbles) £6 in advance,
£7 on the night, Contact 230430 or 230183

June 23rd - Rochester Choral Society with Rochester
Sinfonietta, directed by Roger Sayer, 7.00pm,
Rochester Cathedral, Mendelssohn’s “Elijah™.
Tickets: £18; £14 & £7 (students £3) from 01634
401049 or tickets@rochesterchoral.co.uk

June 23rd — RAMASES Lecture, 2.30pm, Newington
Village Hall - Lucia Gahli *Creation Mythology of
Ancient Egypt’- tickets Members £6.00 Guests
£8.00 , more details ramasesnk(@hotmail.com or
from John Dewey 01795 472316

June 24th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,

CONVERSIONS June 21st — 24th - Jubilee Flower Festival, St Margaret's meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 (07941 965272,

EXTENSIONS « GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES 7NJ

Reasc

Effective tntion for children working

towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent

05602 538 882
(local call rates)

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

GENERAL COMMUERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCL

City & Guilils |/ Institute of Carpenters
TOPQUALITY AT COMPEITTIVE
RATES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobhile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
Member of Gas Safety Register
All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
Landlord Gas Safety Reports
Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
« 24hr Emergency Service with

NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

.

GARAGE DOORS

South East Garage Doors
15 Years Experience
Repair Specialists

Roller Doors
[OAP Discounts
Putomation

Al Up& Overs
[Side Hung Doors
lumerican Style Sectional
Insurance Approved

01634 387701

Available Monday - Saturday

Fair Trader

www.south-east-garage-doors.co.uk

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations
Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MEs 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798

Church, Rainham, 10.00am — 4.00pm (from 12noon
Sunday) Entry £2.00, Preview Thursday 7.00pm £5

10.00am, at Reculver, Bishopstone Lane car park
for 7 mile flat, coastal walk . No Dogs,

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.,

Fair Trader

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
{over 30 years’ experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564




STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

Double Glazing &

Garage Doors Specialists
01634 313821

Upve Windows Doors & Conservatories
Repairs ~ Entrance Gates ~ Automation
Garage Doors ~ Fascia & Soffit

10 Year Guarantees on all products
www kent-home-improvements.co.uk

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWO
CHIMNEY STA EPOINTED

RK
OR BUILT
RS

U H :
NO JO J BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES B8NS
Domestic Installer

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544 Cmy brief

waw.mybrief.com “solicitons

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

* Call for a free quote.

B Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

| =

- i
[FASCIAS « SOFFITS + BARGEBOARDS + CLADDING * GUTTERING
Maintenance Free Exteriors

Fuli Ventilation with Sird Guard

. g; Where Cuality Counts! ﬁ
01634 321202

? Remaval of Old Timber
243 Edwin Road. Rainham, Kent MES 0LJ

Linwood

Home Electronics
GET READY FOR DIGITAL - SERVICE & REPAIR

_ Retune & Set up * Digital Aerials / satellite
Out of warranty repairs (all brands) * Accessories

70 Station Road, Rainham. 01634 230261

www.linwoodhe.com

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS

All aspects of decorating and small
building werks undertaken including Block
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

—

v

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more Na job too small
Prompt and Reliable Servic

Diary 2012

June 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet 10.00am at
Wye for 7.5 miles along North Downs, bring picnic,
pus at end.

June 25th - Knitting Club (see [ 1th Jun).

June 25th — Parkwood Leisure Club, AGM (see 1 1th Jun).

June 25th — Rainham Wives, Slides with Mr Coe, (11th )

June 28th — Hempstead Leisure Club, “London is
Stranger Than Fiction™ — George Wildridge (7th Jun).

June 28th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service [ollowed by
a Singalong, (see 7th Jun).

June 28th — Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall, 7.30pm,
ring 01634 312038 or 366183 for details.

June 29th - MKAS, Rodney Buckland - The Square
Kilometre array revealing the big picture (see 8th Jun).

June 29 & 30th - "Tom, Dick & Harry", St. Paul's Drama
Group comedy farce by Ray and Michael Cooney,
7.30pm Community Hall, Third Avenue, Gillingham,
Tickets £6 Adults, £5 Cone. Box Otfice 01634 8527

June 30th - Experimental Sharing Group, 7.30 - 9.00pm
with Robin Hodson sharing his knowledge of the Scole
Experiment, The Centre (see 3rd Jun).

June 30th - July 1st - Huge Arts Weekend St Matthew’s
Church, Wigmore ring 01634 372508 lor details

July Ist - Medway Ramblers Walks, 10.00am Meet at
Chartham for 5 miles along North Downs Way, A few
stiles and several gradients. Bring a picnic lunch, Pub at
end (Artichoke Inn) with lunches available.

July 1st — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, meet

Security Installation
and Maintenance

= CCTV & Intruder Alarms

* Fire Alarms

= Access Control

* Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711 082415

Total Security Services

Roger Danks 01634 317993 10.00am, Holingbourne
The Dirty Habit PH for 7.5 miles. No Dogs.

July 1st - Bryony School’s Summer Fete, 157 Marshall
Road, Rainham 12 - 3.00pm Lots of fun for
everyone see friendsofbryonyschool@ymail.com

July 2nd — Parkwood Leisure Club, Strawberry Tea —
Music with Duo, (see 11th Jun).

July 2nd — Rainham Wives, ‘Musical Quiz, presented
by Margaret (see [ 1th Jun).

July 3rd — GHS Floral Art Group, ‘Happy Birthday'-
own arrangement and discussion (see 5th Jun).

July 4th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Summerhill
Farm, 100 years farming — Dennis Vickers, (6th Jun).

July 5th — Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, Tea &
Chat, (see 7th Jun).

July 7th — Coflee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
Rainham, 10.00 — 11.00am, all welcome , proceeds
to Relief Fund for world disasters.

July 7th — Mierscourt Summer Fayre, 11.00am
2.00pm Farewell to Mrs McCracken and Mrs Walker
details 01634310676

July 7th - Jubilee Concert, Old Barn Orchestra,
Rochester Grammar School for Girls,7.30pm,
Tickets £10 (children £1) 01795 843228 or 01634
376979, in aid of Demelza Children’s Hospice.

July 14th - Jubilee Concert, St Mary’s Church,
Upchurch, 7.30pm, Upchurch Society and Bearsted
Choral Society, Conducted by Peter Ashley,
Refreshments Tickets £8

July 14th - Hits, Flicks & Broadway, Gillingham
Dramatic Society, 7.30pm Upchurch Village Hall
Tickets £6, 01634 372322

LW Decorating

20 years experience

For a professional and friendly service
Call Louis on 07792 240041

65 Norman Close, Wigmare, Kent MES 0TQ

@rchard Windews

Menufacturers & Installers of Ouality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches

Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

No.1 ALTERNATIVE TO KENNELS

,@n{ 4 Dogs stay in select private homes
éé"l'%‘}r % Holiday tailored to meet dog's needs
Il One to one care. Est.11 years.

577488

n

Please call Sally Hall on 016
o

34
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month
Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

RUGGED CARPET CLEANING
Competitive prices, fully insured,
For free quote Tel 07591 563 114

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315 /07766 980 732

M D LOCKSMITHS - 24 Hours
Local, Reliable and Honest

No W/end or Bank Hol Surcharges
Keys cut on site / Home Mover Pack
Miles 01634 304719/ 07500 860510
KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or [ 1+, Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105 / 07866 315 471

ART TUITION

Qualified botanical artist offers
tuition in watercolour flower

painting contact 01634 234734
rodwynne(@hotmail.co.uk
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Ciarden maintenance: dl*mm" pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Self assessments, VAT, CIS, payroll,
management accounts. 01634 317190
www.sterlingbookkeeping.co.uk

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
D A Price (Medway)  Est. 1984
Plumbing- Cdrpemr\, -Fencing-odd jobs.
Woaoden gates made to your design.
01795 842644 F 07860 733980

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
aroup lessons. Graham 01634 260281

MOBILE CAR REPAIRS - MLM.R
Servicing/Repairs/WeldingMOTs,
carried out at your home or place of
work. Over 25 years experience. Fully
insured. Tel: Martin - 07711 269 157

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

PMA LAWN SERVICES — mowing
scarifying, feeding, weeding, seeding,
Lawns cut & L‘dg:u.t from £10,

01634 319721 or 07890 930 905
MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on (7973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

TOPCAT TUITION CENTRE
Bredhurst - 11 Plus preparation for
Medway and Kent grammar schools.
GCSE Maths and English. Junior and
secondary Maths and English booster
classes. Fully trained, CRB checked
teachers. Improve your child’s chances in
2012 and beyond! Call Catherine -
01634 712062 or Mob 07983 525538
topeattutors(gaol.co.uk

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING for the
clderly by Andrea. Shampoos, Sets,
Perms, Men’s Cuts. 01634 261419
Mobile 07919 855 248

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial ete. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance, Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Margaret 01634 233270

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ vears®
experience. Phone 01634 378199,

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766
LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.
GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. All year round service.
Grass mowing, hu.ly, cutting, weeding
& tidying. Established 10 years
Friendly service, 01634 378763.

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of vour home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

GET SLIM FOR SUMMER.
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursd: s 6pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or (1774 226 1033.

YOGA Classes IDANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634

317463 Website www. freed-om.co.uk

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, reofing, general
hu:i(hngloﬂthumoﬂs 01634 230821
or 07950 802370.

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk, 01634 365427
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2V 1o 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574.

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, W.jils Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388. Mob 07743 128240

Fully Qualified ELECTRICIAN
Friendly and Reliable service. All
electrical work undertaken. No call out
charge. All works fully insured and
guaranteed. NICEIC fully Approved.
Part P registered. Contact lan on 07977
432799,

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977,

MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 / 07930 378834,
ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 16 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying leak
07960 111 266

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720.

D.B. VEHICLE RECOVERY

Short or long distances. Sensible rates.
Scrap cars wanted for cash. Scrap metal
also taken. 07836 585911,

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, [ come to you eves &
weekends, No fix no fee.

Sparkles GLITTER PARTIES 4 all
NEW! Trendy Toenail Wraps, 376270
VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day, Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217,

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small. Over 30 years’
experience. 07712 760 147
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,

Fencing repairs. No Job too Small. Free
.'|.

advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
MATHS TUITION to GCSE and

A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years’ experience. 01634 234732,
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
1o 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please

contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is fiee.

Phone Michael on 01634 328537,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I lam and 6.30pm, Treasure See
11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Tots'n"All (pre
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.

Friday Club (school years1-5) 6.15. Fri

Club Extra (school years 7-10) 7.30
Visitors welcome. Pastor Rev T.J.
Wood. 01634 388187.

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799
GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842007 or 07811 606988

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate,
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

079580 72928

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Adtractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snovwwitchbirmans.co.uk

C & JCLEARANCE

House: s, lofts, sheds & gardens
cleared. Individual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance canied out
cfficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& friendly service.Free estimates No job
too small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Mobile 078127
34570 / 07970 759404

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly housebound.

Dentures made and repaired. Free of
charge for people receiving guaranteed
pension credit or income support. Tel.
842566 (surgery hours).
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350.

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP 3ystems RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR
Karen
Spooner F o

Apprenticeship served ';'

Fully qualified with
200 years " experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No jub too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01634 233845
Mobile: 0778 08310 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

CRAFT MARKET

Saturday 16th June
9.00am - 12.30pm
Millennium Centre
Rainham

Proceeds to
St Margaret’s Church

FREE Entry to the public
Next Market: 21st July

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—>5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill.




JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation
MEDWAY 374028
Mobile: 07810 583 882

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selectian of good quality used

ooks
(Fiction, Non Fiction and Children’s)
DVD’s, Videos and Vinyl Records.
All at fantastically low prices.
Brand New local History Books also in stock
All profits support St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
between 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday

Hallett’s

Plumbing & sife

Heating Chris Halflett
CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MEB ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

Eat. 1971

e

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

oo csimates oeone 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

| ability/utlet ‘

What we do... We sell, service, hire, install. insure,
part exchange, deliver, train, fix. ‘

Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts.
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more

7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG
Tel 01634 375537 ‘

CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind
Manufacturers Ltd

52

Made to Free Quotation and Verticals
Measure Curtains Fitting Service Bitrars
e Visit Showroom Unit 8 e ——
Raman Blinds | jnvicta Business Centre Venetian

Bredgar Rd, Gillingham | —— ——
{near McDonalds | Conservatory

Beechings Way) | Awnings

01634 817807

Tracks and Poles

Wide Range of

Fabrics Patiola

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott
07515 630545 or 01795 841387

« 24 hour Personal Service
« Monumental Masons

Kent MEB 8AR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...
JOHN WEIR
Funeral Divectors

A private family owned and run business
« Home visits if preferred
« Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY

<

i o

« Private Chapels of Rest

« Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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