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Rainham decorated and celebrated in style for the Coronation of King George V and Queen Mary on June
23rd 1911. Banners, such as this one across Station Road by the Railway Inn (looking across the line before
the footbridge was built) displayed patriotic slogans, possibly more wishful thinking than expectation as
only three years later we were at war with Germany. See inside for some events arranged in this area to
celebrate Queen Elizabeth 11 Diamond Jubilee and an article about Rainham Station footbridge on page 9

Robert J. Kithey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

We should have known — as soon as an official
drought was declared and a hose pipe ban introduced
it started to rain! If only we could have had this
weather during the winter it would have done so much
more good for farmers, gardeners and the morale of
the country. Having a warm sunny March was great at
the time but that has long been forgotten when the
persistent series of damp miserable days that was
April followed. Let us hope that the see saw continues
and May arrives with at least some warmth and
sunshine to encourage us with preparations for the
Jubilee weekend.

[ recently came across an Official Programme of the
Coronation Celebrations in Rainham in 1953, A
committee of well known local people must have
worked tirelessly for months beforehand organising an
impressive calendar of events. This began on
Wednesday 27th May with an evening Carnival of
decorated floats and walking entrants starting at
7.00pm from Broadview Avenue via Maidstone Road,
the High Street, Ivy Street , Solomon Road,
Sunderland Square and Station Road to the Recreation
Ground followed by presentation of the prizes and
dancing. On Sunday 31st May two special Coronation
Services were held, one a United Youth Service at
Orchard Street School and another in church in the
evening. Coronation Day started with an 8.00am
service in church and continued at 2.30pm. Between
these times we all squeezed into the homes of the few
with television sets to watch the ceremony live from
Westminster Abbey before our eyes (if you could
manage to get a glimpse of the very small screen in
the crush). The planned programme of events then
continued with the R.E Cadet Band, Peter Pan Starlets,
A London Mime Theatre, Tug of War, Bat and Trap,
Sheep Dog Demonstrations, Comic Football Match,
Maypole Dancing, The Feuding Dudes (Hill-Billy
songs and dances) and Girl Guides marching display.
Throughout the early evening Children’s Races were
planned with cash prizes varying from 2/6d for the 80
yards girls flat race for 5 and 6 year olds to ten
shillings for the 15 -16 year old boys one mile race.
Twelve and a half'to fifty pence were good prizes in
then. Unfortunately as many will remember June 2nd
1953 was a day much like those we have just had in
April - an almost complete wash out and many of the
events had to be postponed or cancelled.

I hope the events being planned for this year’s Jubilee
celebrations do not suffer a similar fate. They include
special concerts, craft fairs and fetes, church services,
a Mad Hatters Tea Party and Big Lunch gatherings
(read on to find out more in our pages this month),
The idea of the Big Lunch started last year when we
had an extra Royal Wedding Bank Holiday. We all
lead such busy lives that few of us know any but our
immediate next door neighbours. To encourage a more
traditional friendly attitude everyone in a street/close/
area is asked on this day to bring a picnic lunch to a
central spot to share and eat together and get to know
each other. There is still time to plan something in
your road if you have not already done so — be brave
knock on your neighbours door and suggest it!
However you plan to spend the month do enjoy any
cood days we happen to have and make the most of
the sunshine until we see you again in June.

Correspondence
MISS HYDE p
Dear Editor,
Thank you for the photo of Miss Hyde with
Bredhurst School in April Action Forum.
My father Mr Harry Pye gave a vane to St Peter’s
Church in memory of her.
Yours sincerely
Veronica Pye
Abbey Court Farm
Lidsing ME7 3NL

BRATS
Dear Editor,

May I say how grateful I am to the BRATS, not as
described in the dictionary but a local group, the
Bredhurst Receiving and Transmitting Society, who
took upon themselves the duty of explaining and
easing the mind of the local community regarding the
upcoming change over from analogue to digital.

Well done to the Club for a real community spirited
effort. Their strongest message, apart from lots of
helpful advice, was do not be over concerned,
panicked or over charged in respect of the changeover.

They may be '"HAMS' but there was nothing hammy
about their presentation. If you are interested in radio
transmitting and receiving - this would be the club to

join. My sincere thanks to all concerned at 'BRATS'.

Regards
Mrs Marilyn Murray
Rainham

CELEBRATIONS
Dear Editor,

This is going to be an historic year with the
Olympics, and the Queens Diamond Jubilee.
I remember when we celebrated the Queens Golden
Jubilee in Rainham with a parade through the streets
which was heroically organised by Dean Caston of the
R.A.T.S. Such great fun for all of us who participated
and for all who watched the parade pass by. It
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inspired such a great sense of community. [ am sorry
to hear that no-one has been inspired by Deans shining
example and planned something like this.

We, at The Centre, Farthing Corner, are holding a
Mad Hatters Tea Party on Sunday 3rd June starting at
12.00pm. There will be lots of good old fashioned
family fun and games, races, quizzes. and of course a
tea party with teapots of every shape and size for your
drinks. This is for all ages, families and people who
will be spending this very long weekend on their own.
Sadly we are limited for space so we must ticket this
event. £2.00 will not only give you entry but will enter
you into our super raffle so book carly. We are asking
people to bring some food and/or drink to share and
wear mad hats or fancy dress if you wish.

If you would like to help us with this special day we
would be delighted to hear from you.

We will give all children certificates so in future
years they will remember what they did on the Queens
Diamond Jubilee.

Y ours sincerely
Jane Marvell
Phone 01634 376507

ST MARGARET'S C OF E JUNIOR SCHOOL
Dear Editor
The Governing Body of St Margaret's C of E Junior
School would like to thank all those peaple who
responded to the consultation on our proposal to
change the timings of the school day. Having
considered the arguments for and against a change, the
Governing Body has decided to leave the times of the
start and end of the school day as there are, which are
8.55am and 3.30pm respectively.
Yours Sincerely
Joe Ennis
A Governor of St Margaret's C of E Junior School

MESSY CHURCH
Dear Editor,
St. Margaret's Church will be hosting "Messy
Church" on Saturday May 5th and June 2nd then the
first Saturday in every month. The venue will be the
Millennium Centre starting10.30am. Everyone, young
and old, is welcome to come and join in the fun. Bring
and share picnic lunch.

Yours sincerely,

Ann Critchley

01634 379976

Berengrave Service Station

Car & Bike MOTs

Servicing — Repairs — Diagnostics
Clutches — Exhausts — Welding

666 Lower Rainham Road 01 634 23361 9

THAMES ESTUARY AIRPORT
Dear Editor
1 was extremely disappointed to read Diane
Parmenter's letter (AF April 2012) deploring the
proposals for a Thames Estuary airport. Her negative
views mirror those of Medway Council in not
wanting anything to be done to bring life and energy
into the falling and failing fortunes of the Medway
Towns.
For approaching 60 years now, the once vigorous
and economical strengths of our Medway towns have
slowly drained away. Employer after employer have
either shut up shop and moved away or closed down
forever. Great names from the past spring to mind:
Short's Brothers, Winget's, Gyproc, BP, Chatham
Dockyard and the Armed Forces from the local
garrison. Their loss has meant the decline and fall of
our town centre prosperity and the general malaise
hanging over our local population in general. The
creations of Gillingham Business Park and Rochester
City Estate helped to stem the downturn but what all
North Kent needs is something big enough to really
change matters.
The Thames Estuary airport is just the project that
can provide this. In terms of construction then of
daily running, many jobs will be created providing
lasting employment and prosperity. New
infrastructure by way of rail and road links will keep
everything moving. Only relatively few people will
face disruption and the birds that use the marshes for
nesting, ete, will still have plenty of coastline marshes
available in the rest of Kent and Essex. At Gatwick it
is known that birds can live and breed alongside the
runway. There is little or nothing to fear, only the
prospect of great benefit to everybody. Even our town
centres may come back to life.

Brian Bull

34 Campleshon Road MES 9LE

Telephone: 01634 233085

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
sConservatories — designed and built
sUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew enerqy rated “A"” uPVC windows & doors
sMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

FENSA

Curtains & Blinds -
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urtains,

.
.
]
|
[
1
1 D_1
ils and Pelmets ‘

ler Blinds
'Sharon Findlac . 01634 262135

(W3]



Diary 2012

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

af@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 15th May

May 5th - St. Margaret's Church "Messy Church" first
Saturday every month. Millennium Centre, 10.30am
Everyone, young and old, welcome. Bring and share
picnic lunch. Details 01634 379976

May 5th - St Mary’s Church, Newington, Some
Enchanted Evening with Cameo Opera, Tickets £10,
Contact David Lane 01795 842478

May 5 -7th - Sweeps Festival, Castle Gardens and The
Vines, Rochester. 10.00am - 5.00pm, Live music and
family activities. See www.whatsonmedway.co.uk

May 6th - Medway Ramblers Walks Meet Beryl Murr,
10.00am for 4.5 miles at Wouldham Recreation Ground
car park, Knowle Road, Pubs at end with lunches.

May 6th - Medway Ramblers Walks Meet Mike Patrick,
10.00am for 1T miles figure of 8 walk at Egerton car
park. Bring picnic lunch.

May 6th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, meet
Kevin Nicholas 075153 30276 10.00am, 5 miles at
Nonington Trees of Fredville Park, part of the miner’s
Way Trail. Dogs OK

May 6th - Sunday Service with guest medium Sheila
Appleton, £1.00, 6.30 - 8.30pm Healing after the
service at The Centre mind.body.spirit, M2 services
next to Travelodge, 01634 366944 www.thecentre-
mindbodyspirit.co.uk

May 8th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club, Antique
Sauce Boats St George Hotel, New Road, Chatham,
7.30 for 8.00pm all visitors most welcome. Enquiries
Miss E Boyes 0147 482 3606

May 8th - Every Tuesday evening Healing freely given
7.30 - 9.00pm at The Centre (see 6th May).

May 9th - Bredhurst WI, 7.30pm Bredhurst Village Hall,
Annual Meeting - Silent Auction, ring 01634 389966.
May 9th - Rainham Flower Club, Upchurch Village Hall,
7.30pm, Demonstration by Alan Smith “Floral Magic™,
For further information please telephone 01634 863034

May 10th - Wigmore Thursday Club, What about the
Boys® Brigade? - Paul Warren, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, 2.00pm. For
people over the age of 50, ring 235507 for details.

May Oth - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, Tea &
Chat, Hempstead Village Hall, behind All Saints
Church, 169 Hempstead Road, 2.00 — 4.00pm, New
members welcome, Phone 01634 366907

May 11th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group
Millennium Centre every Friday 9 45 am-noon to help
people who have lost their spouse/partner, join us for
acuppa & chat, ring Julie on 364309 for details.

May 11th - An evening of Clairvoyance with the
wonderful Diane Hubert, £5.00, The Centre (6th May)

May 11th - MKAS, Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood
Road, second and last Friday each month, 7.45pm,
Club Presentations - Introduction to Astronomy.
Details 07983 398326 or www.midkentastro.org.uk.

May 11 & 12th - Wigmore Mads present 'Sinbad', a
family pantomime full of fun and adventure 8.00pm
Sat Matinee 2.30pm, St Matthew's Community
Centre, Wigmore. Tickets £6 & £5 Con, Family ticket
£20 Box office Sue Burrows 01634 370639

May 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk the
Darenth Valley Path with Stephen Manning Contact
01614 375821 or menningstephen(@hotmail.co.uk

May 12th - Traditional May Day Celebration, Bredhurst
C. E. P. School, More details from the school 01634
231271, officef@bredhurst.kent.sch.uk

May 12th - Concerts @ GMC, Kent Police Brass Band,
Gillingham Methodist Church Third Avenue, 7.30pm,
Tickets £5.00 on the door

May 12th - St Matthew’s Church, W igmore, Plant Sale,
for times see church Notice Board

May 12th — Coffee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
Rainham, 10.00 - 11.00am, Cake Stall, Bric-a-Brac,
Traidcraft all welcome proceeds to Christian Aid.

May 12th - RAMASES Lecture, 2.30pm, Newington
Village Hall - Martin Davies ‘Ancient Egyptian
Tomb Models of Daily Life'- £6.00 Guests £8.00 on
the door, details ramasesnk@hotmail.com or from
John Dewey 01795 472316

ONE DAY CLASSES in LOWER HALSTOW
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR

BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
26 June, 18 Sept, 4 Dec & 5 Mar 2013
OTHER CLASSES AVAILABLE

. - Phone for brochure 01622 861983 474
www suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

P. Gillard %

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and
mstallation ol gas central
heating, boilers, lives, gas and
cleetrie cookers.,

01622 730960 / 07799887754

LOGS
TURF
TOPSOIL
BARK

LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN

INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700

May 12th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham 7.30
10.00pm. New and experienced dancers welcome, with
or without a partner ring 366189 or 388546,

May 12 & 13th - Medway Flower Fair, Cozenton Park,
Rainham, 10.00am — 5.00pm Specialist nurseries and
garden related suppliers, children’s activities

May 13th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, meet
Chris Morris 01634 374923, 07847 828249, 10.00am.,
at Camer Country Park, for a 5 mile undulating walk,
one fairly steep climb. Dogs allowed.

May 13th - Medway Ramblers Walks Meet Ray Ashby,
10.00am for 8 miles at High Halstow. St Margaret's
Church, Bring picnic lunch.

May 13th - Volunteer Task Day, Riverside Country Park
& Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm
Refreshments provided. Free register 01634 337432

May 13th - Discover Your Ancient Woodland, 10.00am
—3.30pm details 07813 785940 or email
bwag@vanessajones.plus.com.

May 13th - Mini Beast Hunt, Riverside C ountry Park &
Capstone Farm Country Park 10.00am — 12noon or
1.00 — 3.00pm, Suitable for 5 — 12 years must be
accompanied by an adult, £1.50 per child book 01634
337432 or 338191

May 14th — Parkwood Leisure Club, Bingo, St. Paul’s
Church, Deanwood Drive, Parkwood 2.00 - 4.00pm,
new members welcome ring 01634 366056 or 373594,

May 14th — Rainham Wives, 8.00pm, Methodist Church
Hall, Wakeley Road. ‘FROGS illustrated talk by Paul
Warren, New members of all ages very welcome, subs
£1.50 per meeting, details 01634 230639,

May 15th - Indoor Bootfair, Upchurch Village Hall,
10.00am — 12noon, £6 per table, Entrance fee 20p
donated to Kent Air Ambulance, 01795 428006 or
07968 792354

May 15th - RSPB Talk, Parkwood Commun ity Centre,
7.30pm, £3, *A Year in Wormwood Scrubs’ David
Lindo.

May 15th — GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 - 9.00pm
United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
“Still Waters’- water based arrangement maximum 5
blooms. Visitors welcome, contact Kay Buss 01634
232998

May 16th - Medway Ramblers Walks Meet Peter/Ann
Green 01634 718895, 7.00pm for 4 miles at Cobham
public car park. Pub at end.

May 16th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Les Morgan - Talk
“Pelagoniums’, 7.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hal, 01634
233554, new members welcome.

May 17th - Rainham WI, 1.45 - 4.00pm Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road. Rainham. Annual
Meeting and Resolutions, Visitors welcome for small
entry charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276 for details

May 18 & 19th - Rainham Theatrical Society *Happy
& Glorious™ A concert to celebrate the Queens
Diamond Jubilee. Curtain up at 8.00pm, Box Office
0844 8793224 or www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

May 19th - City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra
(CRSO) Concert, 7.30pm, Central Theatre, Chatham,
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 and Mendelssohn
Midsummer Night's Dream Overture, Tickets £9-15,
£l children, 01634 338338 See www.crso,org.uk.

May 19th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for Girls,
Derwent Way, 8.00 — 11.00pm. Enquiries 01634
363738 email s.collins02@btinternet.com

May 19th - 1t’s a Bugs Life, The Vines, Rochester, 2.00
—4.00pm, Come dressed as your favourite bug look
for insects with Kent Wildlife Trust and The Friends
of The Vines, Children must be accompanied by an
adult, prize for t best fancy dress Free no need to book

May 19th - Garden Fete at Longford Court, 2.00 —
5.00pm, many stalls , for details 01634 364433 or
387389, proceeds to Air Ambulance.

May19th — St Matthew's Church, Wigmore Rainham
Mark Grammar Big Band 7.30pm start - Tickets £5
(£2.50 Students) 01634 372508, sac please, to 42 The
Goldings,e-mail pawarren@hotmail.co.uk

May 19th - Rainham South Ward Councillors surgery,
Parkwood Community Centre. 9.30am - 12noon. No
appointment necessary,

May 20th - Medway Ramblers Walks Meet Peter/Ann
Green 01634 718895, 10.00am for 5 miles at Oare,
Pub at end.

May 20th ~ Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
meet Chris Morris 01634 374923, 10.00am,
Northwood Hill RSPB , for 6 mile s Dogs allowed.

May 20th - Capstone Tree Walk, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon. Suitable for all the
family £1.50 per person, book 01634 338191

May 20th - Hempstead Village Fayre, Hempstead
Playing Fields. Information, ring 01634 230214 or
email valeriegorfi@blueyonder.co.uk.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

Medway Bathrooms

Whiskers Lodge Cattery

Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,

* Freeview

* Freesat Dishes Installed
* Extra TV/SKY Points
* TV Wall Mounting Service

* Free Estimates
Call Nick 07949 588464

Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats only,

4 completely new cattery, fully compliant
pith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

Viewings welcomed by appaintment.

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge. com)
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com)




]— | A | D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
J ' ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
CHARTERED ACCOLUNTANTE

s Accounts
4 Bloors Lane. Rainham,

Kent MES TEG
Tel: 01634 375222
Fax: 01634 371318 = Payroll

I: Mail: admin jadaccountants.co.uk +  Audit

Associated Services

= “Tax
Book-keeping

www_jadaccountants.co.uk

Craniosacral Therapist

Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including: |

neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches
stress & anxiety

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456
Email: sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk &=
Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Qudlitied technicion. Reterences available

DO IT4U home improvements|handyman

Bathrooms e Clackrooms » Kitchens #Tiling  Radiators
Sockets ® Fooring #Lighting # Blinds
Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG é’i-’
BRYANT
GONSTRUGTION LTB
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
NA4BC AT RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !l

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.]. BUILDERS
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...

External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:
Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 13 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexology—Mew Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Thread Vein Removal — Lash Extensions
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

......... Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

Back & Body Health Care.

Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S & R.S.L
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.

Bowen Therapy. Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available

Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
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PANTOMIME

Wigmore MADS present 'SINBAD', a family

pantomime full of fun and adventure on

Friday 11th May, 8.00pm
Saturday 12th May at 2.30 & 8.00pm
St Matthew’s Community Centre, Wigmore
Tickets £6 & £5 Concession, Family ticket £20
(2adults, 2 children)
Box office Sue Burrows 01634 370639

TRADITIONAL MAY DAY CELEBRATION
Bredhurst C. E. P. School
Saturday 12th May - May Day procession starring
local children starts at 2.00pm
Coronation of 2012 May Queen and King
St. George & the Dragon Procession
Maypole Dancing, Country Dancing
Tombola, Raffle, Face Painting,
Bouncy Castle Family Games
BBQ, Cake Stall, Refreshments, Ice Cream
Road closures will be in place for the parade
More details from the school 01634 231271,
office(@bredhurst.kent.sch.uk

WIGMORE EVENTS
St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive
Saturday 12th May - Plant Sale
Buy some little gems to brighten your garden.
19th May - Rainham Mark Grammar Big Band
Big sounds and Jazz ensemble with soloists.
Please support these young musicians
7.30pm start - Tickets £5 (£2.50 Students)
26th May - Mervyn Stutter returns after his 2010
sell out concert. The comedy voice of the baby
boomer generation — and great music!
7.30pm start — Tickets £10 — sausage and chips

supper and please bring your own drinks and elasses
Tuesday Sth June - Diamond Jubilee Thanksgiving

Service on a big screen in church with a street party
on the same day
For details of events or concert tickets please phone
01634 372508, e-mail pawarren@hotmail.co.uk
or write - sae please, to 42 The Goldings,

RAINHAM THEATRICAL SOCIETY
‘Happy & Glorious™ A concert to celebrate the
Queens Diamond Jubilee. May 18th & 19th
Curtain up at 8.00pm.

Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

VIDEQ RACE NIGHT
Medway Neighbourhood Watch Association
Friday 25th May, 7.00pm,
United Services Club, 171 High Street, Rainham,
(licensed bar until 11.00pm)
Tickets £8 per person includes fish and chip supper,
(or chicken or sausage) sorry, adults only.
8 eight runner races with a £1 Tote
Entry by prepaid ticket only, details & to book ring
Neighbourhood Watch Office 01634 792131

JUBILEE GRAND SPRING CRAFT FAIR

The Friends of Bredhurst Cat Adoption Centre
Sunday 27th May, 11.00am - 4.00pm

Bredhurst Centre , Matts Hill Road.

There will be lots of different and exciting local and
regional crafts and goods on sale, as well as
entertainments for all ages, including a free Circus
Workshop; Face Painting; BBQs and Seasonal
Refreshments; Lots of Bric-a-Brac; Books & CDs;
Vintage Cars; Marke's Ices; Plants, etc.

A limited number of craft stalls are available for
booking at £12 per table under cover: please contact
Linda Lisgarten asap for more details (phone 01634
377267 or email lindalisgarten@hotmail.co.uk ).

SUMMER SENSATION
Park Wood Schools Association
present a fun event for the whole
community. Come along and enjoy!
Saturday June 2nd Gates Open at 11.00am
Park Wood Schools Grounds,
Deanwood Drive. MES 9LP
* 1950°s Fancy Dress Competition
* Fairground Rides * Stalls * B-B-Q
* Licensed Bar * Music * Ice Cream Van
* Bring a picnic and join in ‘The Big Lunch’
www.parkwoodsa.co.uk
parkwoodsa@yahoo.co.uk

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

18Urs experienc
« FUll Installation Service = Worktop Jointing
s AllMagjor Brands = Competitive Prices

L] Lara_e Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient priendly, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:

T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

e Plumbing
T.R.T. & Heat|ng

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified enginecr
Installation » Maintenance * Service * Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms « All general plumbing
* Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No. 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR APRIL

I have written before about the National Nature
Reserve at Elmley on the Isle of Sheppey but it
deserves a revisit, particularly in the spring when male
birds can be seen performing spectacular display
flights. The reserve consists of one of the largest and
finest examples of grazing marsh remaining in South
East England. In April I crossed over The Swale and
onto Sheppey via the old lift bridge and turned right
upon reaching Straymarsh Farm and Cottages. The
track to the RSPB headquarters at Kingshill Farm on
the high ground of the Isle of Elmley passes through
Chetney and Stray Marshes. [ noted a few swallows
hawking for flies above the marshland. The birds need
open spaces over which they can swoop close to the
ground for flies, preferring large ones such as
bluebottles and dung flies. Swallows fly with
effortless grace and have a delightful, twittering song
which is symbolic of summer. Lovers of the
countryside hold them in great affection. Later, | came
across another group of the birds at Kingshill Farm
where they were inspecting potential nest sites under
the canopy of the farm's large wooden barn. Searching
for worms and grubs in the grassland of the Chetney
Marshes was a mixed flock of jackdaws and rooks.

The jackdaws would be nesting down chimney pots in
nearby Queenborough and the rooks breeding at their
rookery in the horse chestnut trees in the graveyard of
Holy Trinity Church.

Chemey and Stray Marshes are divided by a network
of ditches, many of which are lined with common reed
and sea club-rush. Pools of surface water are scattered
about the marshes. At the time of my visit the water
table was very low and the shallow pools had already
dried out. The grassland is managed by the selective
grazing of cattle and sheep so as to provide varieties of
subtly different habitats. In spring the short, grazed
grassland, with scattered tussocks, encourages
lapwings, redshanks, yellow wagtails, skylarks and
meadow pipits to breed there. I saw all of these
species during my visit. I proceeded along the bumpy
track, making a number of stops on the way. Birds and
mammals beside the track take no notice of visitors

provided that they stay in their cars. [ did however
come across a lapwing chick running for cover into
some long grass. The young bird was an indication
that the breeding season of the lapwing was well
advanced. The birds' territories are taken up in late
February and March in Southern England. It is then
that the spectacular display flights of the males are
mostly seen. The birds engage in exuberant twisting
and tumbling through the air, accompanied by
mewing calls. Fortunately, | was not too late in the
season to witness a couple of these aerial
performances.

Brown hares are very thin on the ground in Kent and
have a limited distribution. There are however quite
a number of hares on the reserve, although [ myself
only came across one. The mammals remain
crouched on the ground if alarmed and only flee if
approached very closely. Hares are distinguished
from rabbits by their larger size, a loping gait, long
black-tipped ears and long limbs. It goes without
saying that | witnessed none of the activities of so-
called "mad March hares" during my visit. Skylarks
are quite common on the reserve. The bird is the
classical aerial singer of wide open spaces. In spring
and summer the song of the skylark can be heard
over large areas of farmland and is one of the most
evocative countryside sounds; it is a wonderful
outpouring of fast and varied warbling. 1 was able to
approach a very tame skylark pecking among the
gravel track. It may have been a female picking up
grit for the shells of its eggs. Meadow pipits can be
regularly seen or heard on Elmley and, like skylarks,
sing in the air, albeit with a somewhat repetitive
"peep" "peep” note. The pipit's song flight consists
of a fluttering ascent from the ground or low perch
followed by a descent with wings stiffly spread and
tail tilted up. As already noted, | also came

across redshanks and yellow wagtails. The former
are a brown waders with bright orange legs. They are
quite nervous birds and their alarm calls can
sometimes cause other species within the locality to
take fright. They have become known as sentinels of
the marshes. The yellow wagtail is a dainty summer
visitor, the male sports bright, sulphur yellow under
parts.

|24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Mon-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

|4l Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.A.P. Discounts

[So call today for a great deal, peace of|
mind and security

Fair Trader Fully Insured Tel: 01634 386263
F:hons Birian 01 634 351 244 01634 30171 1 Email: r:‘:ﬁ::"]ilfll:"m?‘,‘:f;:ﬂlv co.uk
Mobile: 07775 423744 MOb 07976 438435 Elspeth, EI.:lr.v.i L:::e. 'Ert:d.'n.l.s..t Ks-nt. ;‘I£'r' 3JR

TA LOCKS MEDWAY PLUMBING Boarding CNTNAp
uumyaaﬁtjagxw AND DRAINAGE Cattery Ve Vah
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves B ) —

Taps Repaired/ Replaced
CylindersRepaired/ Replaced
Tanks—Cisterns— Blockages

Mo Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE, 24 hour call out
All Work Guaranteed

¥

Owner FAB trained DH

Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate

up to four cats from the same household

Viewing welcome, by appointment anly please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
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In due course | arrived at the car park at Kingshill
Farm. Disabled visitors can obtain permission to
drive to the nearest hide which is a three mile return
trip. The furthest hide, at Spitend, involves a return
walk of over seven miles. On this occasion I went no
further than Kingshill Farm. Sid Gransden and his
large family lived and farmed at Kingshill for almost
half a century before the lease ran out in the early
1970s. At the time of my visit the air was full of the
bitter-sweet smell of the blossom of the hawthorn
trees which give some shelter to the farmhouse from
the prevailing south westerly winds. From the high
ground on which the farm stands 1 had good views
across the marshes towards the ridge on which
Minster Church sits and down the course of The
Swale in the direction of the Thames Estuary. The
reserve has been described as one of the last
wildernesses in South East England, a place where
one can find solitude under huge skies.

Joe Ennis
RAINHAM STATION
Rainham's level crossing was the scene of a fatal
accident in January 1924, when a child named
Francis Cross was killed there. He was with his
brothers and sisters just below the gates. which had
been closed to allow a train to come through,
although it was not in sight. A cyclist was
approaching from the opposite side, so Francis ran
across to help him by opening the wicket gate. The
wickets were normally locked a minute or so after the
main gates. The signalman, Ernest Everson, shouted
to the cyclist to wait, and asked him to pull the child
back. Both he and the cyclist called to the boy,
whose sisters too shouted "Jump!" But 10-year old
Francis had been deaf and dumb from birth, and did
not hear any of them. As he hesitated, the 8.45 am
express from Ramsgate to Victoria came through at
50 mph, with the inevitable result.
At the subsequent inquest the Coroner asked if
anything could be done to prevent a similar event.
The Stationmaster, Mr Best, said that this was the
first fatal accident since the station had opened sixty
years previously, and stressed that this was a very
busy crossing.
The jury attached no blame to any of those involved,
and recommended that a subway or a footbridge
should be constructed by the Railway Company. A
couple of weeks later, in February, the Parish Council

decided that two or three trees in the Recreation
Ground should be cut down to give the signalman a
better view of an approaching train, but little else
was done. By August 1925 there was still no
progress, so the Council sent a reminder to the
Southern Railway Company about the proposed
footbridge, and its Clerk received a reply in
September saying that 'there would be a further
communication shortly'.
[ have not yet found out exactly when the promised
footbridge was erected, but in January 1926 it was
in place, for the Parish council was then discussing
the acquisition of land for 'the necessary footpath in
Station Road leading to the new footbridge over the
railway crossing'. The actual erection was
apparently effected very quickly, probably
overnight. Railwaymen at this period worked fast.
In 1918, as a passenger train left Rainham Station
btween 6.00 and 7.00 am, two coaches were
derailed. No-one was hurt, but both lines were
blocked. A breakdown gang from Gillingham
cleared one line by 8.00 am, and the other was fully
operational some three hours later.

RAD

UPCHURCH CHORAL SOCIETY

SEEKS NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR

This 40 strong mixed voice non-auditioned, friendly
choir, established since 1968, is looking for a Music
Director to rehearse and conduct the 3 concerts it
usually performs for charity each year. Rehearsals
take place weekly in St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch
from 8.00 — 9.30pm on Fridays. The repertoire
includes both sacred and secular music.

For further details please contact the secretary,

Liz Walters, on 01634 361897

ZUMBA CLASSES

Are you interested in attending Zumba classes on a
Monday from 12.30 - 1.30pm at St Margaret's
Millennium Centre? If so please contact the office
on 01634 374038 between 9.00am — 1.00pm (Mon-
Fri) to register. All welcome. Price £4 per session.

ART EXHIBITION
by Local Artists
Clive Bass, John Gilson & Ron Wiseman
Tuesday May 1st — Monday May 28th
Rainham Library, Birling Avenue.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
* CHIPPING

e o LINDSA

+ MULCH
- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services ~E
R:;\:‘ HELP is on its way
~ - UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
A BOILER EXCHANGES
safe POWER FLUSHING

“E% LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday 1o Saturday Tam to Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Munn Academy of Dance
2 . Pupils from age 2yrs to professional -.; Y

& gubjects include: Ballet, Tap, Medern, Gym,
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner 1D.T.A

Medway 234168

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance freeindex.co uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Adelxing -
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

,/ Builders &
/1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

11+ Preparation

Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand
s &

Re
Effective tuition for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests m Medway and Kent

05602 5

(local cal

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINLRY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMUERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE
City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters

TOP QUALITY AT COMPEATHIVE
RATES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mahile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
« Member of Gas Safety Register
« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
Mew Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports
« Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
« 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

GARAGE DOORS

South East Garage Doors
15 Years Experience
Repair Specialists

Roller Doors
[OAP Discounts
lAutomation

Al Up& Overs
|Side Hung Doors
|American Style Sectional
nsurance Approved

01634 387701

Available Monday — Saturday
www.south-east-garage-doors.co uk

Fair Trader

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations
Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MES 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798

Diary 2012

May 20th - Medway Ramblers Walks Meet Mike
Patrick, 10.00am for 7.5 miles at Bicknor, Hook and
Hatchet Inn (use far car park) in Hucking. Bring picnic
lunch. Pub at end.

May 20th - BWAG, Volunteer Task Day, 10.00am —
2.00pm, Meet at Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst, Lunch
and refreshments provided, details please call/text
07801 386264 or email stevewright30@ btinternet.com

May 21st — Parkwood Leisure Club, Rev Bonnie
Appleton — “About Me", (see 14th May).

May 21st - Medway Diabetes Support Group St Pauls
Church Hall Parkwood Green, 7.00pm Speaker from
Sunlight Trust Health and Lifestyle 07725 238464 or
email medwaydiabetessupport@hotmail.co.uk

May 21st — Rainham Wives, ‘Life in USA” talk by Will
Grady, (see 14th May).

May 21st - Wigmore WI, 7.30pm, St Matthews
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Annual Meeting
and Resolutions, Visitors welcome ring 01634 263405

May 21st - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, 7.30pm
Millennium Centre, Resolutions and AGM,
competition Favourite Painting, ring 01634 372282

May 24th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Songs, Stories and
Anecdotes - Almond Greenway (see 10th May).

May 25th — Medway Geographical Society, Adult
Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham, 7.30 -
9.00pm AGM followed by a Geographical Quiz,
Everyone Welcome, information 01634 362683

May 25th - Video Race Night, Medway Neighbourhood
Watch Association, 7.00pm, United Services Club,

171 High Street, Rainham, licensed bar until 11.00pm,
Tickets £8 pp includes fish and chip supper, adults
only. 8 eight runner races with a £1 Tote. Entry by
prepaid ticket only, 01634 792131

May 25th - MKAS, Bob Marriott - Lunar Observing
visual & webcam. (see 11th May).

May 26th - Kasbah Short Breaks Life Skills Project For
16 — 19 years with mild or moderate additional needs,

Millennium Centre, Rainham 11.00am - 2.00pm, £2
contribution. Ring 07505 489049 or 07758 703627
e-mail shortbreaks(kasbah.org.uk for information

May 26th - St Matthew’s Church, Wigmore, Mervyn
Stutter concert, 7.30pm start Tickets £10 ,sausage
&chips supper bring own drinks (see 19th May).

May 26th - Barnardo’s Quiz Night, 7.30pm, Twydall
Church Hall, Twydall Lane, Free Parking Tickets
£5 each, Tables of 6 — & book in advance 01634
233405 or 01634 375486, Bring your own drink and
nibbles Tea and coffee provided

May 26th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 12th May)

May 27th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
meet John Williams 01622 764821, 10.00am, at
Clowes Wood CT5 3ER for 6.5 mile walk mostly
flat with one gentle climb Dogs allowed.

May 27th - Medway Ramblers Walks Meet GeofT
Ettridge, 07525 161766, 10.00am for 4 miles at
Sandling car park beyond the Yew Tree PH

May 27th - Friends of Bredhurst Cat Adoption Centre,
Jubilee Grand Spring Craft Fair, 11.00am - 4.00pm,
Bredhurst Centre, Matts Hill Road, details 01634
377267 or email lindalisgarten@hotmail.co.uk

May 27th — St Augustine’s, Gillingham, Big Weekend
details on website www.sagk.org.uk

May 28th — Parkwood Leisure Club, Seaside Piers -
Mr John Hadaway, (see 14th May).

May 28th — Rainham Wives, A Musical Evening to
Celebrate the Diamond Jubilee with Dave Webster,
(see 14th May).

May 31st - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service followed
by “Where were you on 2nd June 19537 (10th May

May 31st — Rainham & District Dolls® House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside,7.30pm, ring 01634 312038 or 366183

June Ist — St Augustine’s Gillingham Wii Challenge
Evening details www.sagk.org.uk

June 2nd - Beginners Birdwatching (summer),
Riverside Country Park, 11.00am — 12noon
(classroom based), 1.00 — 3.00pm (field based),
£1.50 per person Book in advance 01634 337432

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trader

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd
For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335

10

Fax 01634 329771 (over 30 years' experience)

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

Double Glazing &
Garage Doors Specialists

01634 313821

Upve Windows Doors & Conservatories
Repairs ~ Entrance Gates ~ Automation
Garage Doors ~ Fascia & Soffit

10 Year Guarantees on all products
www.kent-home-improvements . co.uk

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

) SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
N‘? JC’E TC:.IORS‘I\‘IPIILIH OR TOO BIG
our Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit Fair Trader
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MEB 8NS
Domestic Installer

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544 C my brief

www.mybrief.com cRoSiciTo s

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

* Call for a free quote.

¥4 Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

o~

Wi s, @
01634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MES 0OLJ

Linwood

Home Electronics
GET READY FOR DIGITAL - SERVICE & REPAIR
Retune & Set up * Digital Aerials / satellite
Out of warranty repairs (all brands) * Accessories

70 Station Road, Rainham. 01634 230261
www.linwoodhe.com

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS i1

All aspects of decorating and small \ L
building works undertaken including Block |
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Fc_:r Free quote ring Licensed Waste Carrier
IMick Eardley Fully Insured
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Faths, Fafios, Turfing. Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gales made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Frompt and Reliable Service]
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Diary 2012

June 2nd - Park Wood Schools Association Summer
Sensation, 11.00am. Bring a picnic and join in *The Big
Lunch” www.parkwoodsa.co.uk

June 2nd - St. Margaret's Church "Messy Church” (see
5th May).

June 3rd — St Augustine’s Gillingham ‘Big Lunch’ details
www.sagk.org.uk

June 3rd - Sunday Service with guest medium Diane
Hubert,£1.00 6.30-8.30pm, Healing after the service at
The Centre mind.body.spirit, (see 6th May).

June 3rd — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, meet
Stephen Manning 01634 375821, 10.00am, at
Hollingbourne for 6 mile walk with steep climbs up
and along the Downs. Dogs allowed.

June 5th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, meet
Joan Weekes 01634 855522, 7.00pm, Stone Horse PH
of Cliffe Road B2000 (park with care) for 4.5 mile
evening walk with a few slopes. No Dogs.

June 5th— GHS Floral Art Group, Workshop. (15th May).

June 6th — Rainham Wives, 8.00pm, Millennium Centre,
Rainham, Fun Quiz, New members ol all ages
welcome, details contact Margaret Meinertzhagen
01795 475907 or Hilary Noakes 01634 364618

June 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm Cricket
Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Preparing for the Show
Gordon Francis, New members welcome, ring 366276

June 6th - Junior Ranger Team, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon For youngsters aged 8 — 12
years old, £2.50 per child, book 01634 338191

Security Installation
and Maintenance

* CCTV & Intruder Alarms
= Fire Alarms

= Access Control

t 01634 387762
= Automated Gates/Barriers m 07711 082415

Total Security Services

June 6th - Creative Oatmeal Clay Creatures, Riverside

Country Park, 10.00am -12noon, Clay creatures with
a twist, may get messy making your own clay,
Suitable for aged 5 -12 years must be accompanied
by an adult, £1.50 per child, book 01634 337432

June 7th - Parent and Child Fishing Teaching,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 9.00am - 11.00am or
12noon — 2.00pm, Aimed at beginners and those
wanting to improve. All equipment and bait supplied.
Suitable for children aged 8 — 12 years £8 per child,
book in advance 01634 338191

June 7th - Wigmore Thursday Club, A Peep Behind the
Doors - Julia Page, (see 10th May).

June &th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 7.30pm,
AGM, Upchurch Village Hall All welcome, ring
01634 317993 for details.

June 8§ — 10th - Rochester Dickens Festival, Castle
Gardens and The Vines 10.00am — 5.00pm

June 8th — Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society 7.15pm United Reformed Church, Balmoral
Rd, Gillingham, Members Evening, 01634 854982,

June 8th - MKAS, Members Exhibition (see | 1th May)

June 9th & 10th — Chatham & District Model Railway
Club’s annual Model Rail Show at The Historic
Dockyard Chatham, 10.00am - 5.00pm, Tickets £7 &
£5.50 Concessions, Family (2+3) £15, free parking.
www.chathamshow.co.uk

June 9th - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 12th May).

June 10th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
meet John Williams 01622 764821, 10.00am, at East
Malling Village Fields Car Park for 5.5 miles fairly
flay walk . Dogs allowed.

LW Decorating

20 years experience

For a professional and friendly service
Call Louis on 07792 240041

65 Norman Close, Wigmore, Kent ME8 0TQ

®@rchard Windews
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches
Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

No.1 ALTERNATIVE TO KENNELS

'\ng 4, Dogs stay in select private homes
553;-. Holiday tailored to meet dog's needs|

(el g‘ One to one care. Est. 11 years.

e Frm B Tt

Please call Sally Hall on 01634 577488

www.barkingmad.uk.com




Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month
Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315/ 07766 980 732

NEED HELP with FORMALITY?
Form-filling, letters written etc.
Home visits. 07921 306 602

M D LOCKSMITHS - 24 Hours
Local, Reliable and Honest

No W/end or Bank Hol Surcharges
Keys cut on site / Home Mover Pack
Miles 01634 304719 / 07500 860510
KEY STAGE 2/3 LITERACY
support for strugglers, ASD, Dyslexia
or 11+. Call Hilary Harris BA (Hons)
QTS 01634 234105 / 07866 315 471

ART TUITION

Qualified botanical artist offers
tuition in watercolour flower
painting contact 01634 234734
rodwynne@hotmail .co.uk

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Self assessments, VAT, CIS, payroll,
management accounts. 01634 317190
wwiw.sterlingbookkeeping.co.uk
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail,

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
D A Price (Medway)  Est. 1984
Plumbing-Carpentry-Fencing-odd jobs.
Wooden gates made to your design.
01795 842644 / 07860 733980

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

MOBILE CAR REPAIRS — M.M.R
Servicing/Repairs/Welding/MOTs.
carried out at your home or place of
work. Over 25 years experience. Fully
insured. Tel: Martin - 07711 269 157
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996

PMA LAWN SERVICES - mowing
scarifying, feeding, weeding, seeding.
Lawns cut & edged from £10.

01634 319721 or 07890 930 905
MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. MNo job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168516

TOPCAT TUITION CENTRE
Bredhurst - 11 Plus preparation for
Medway and Kent grammar schools.
GCSE Maths and English. Junior and
secondary Maths and English booster
classes. Fully trained, CRB checked
teachers. Improve your child’s chances in
2012 and beyond! Call Catherine -
01634 712062 or Mob 07983 525538
topeattutors@aol.co.uk

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING for the
clderly by Andrea. Shampoos, Sets,
Perms, Men's Cuts, 01634 261419
Mobile 07919 855 248

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish
commercial ete. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Margaret 01634 233270

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ vears®
experience. Phone 01634378199,
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory,

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

LEAKING TAPS RE-SE
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387,

GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. All vear round service.
Grass mowing, hedge cutting, weeding
& tidying. Established 10 years
Friendly service, 01634 378763.
MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

GET SLIM FOR SUMMER.
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 6pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.
YOGA Classes /DANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634
317463 Website www.freed-om.co.uk

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk, 01634 365427
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 21210 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574.

TED

LES GENERAL BUILDER
All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388. Mob 07743 128240
Fully Qualified ELECTRICIAN
Friendly and Reliable service. All
electrical work undertaken. No eall out
charge. All works fully insured and
guaranteed. NICEIC fully Approved.
Part P registered. Contact lan on 07977
32799,
BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments, Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 / 07930 378834.
ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 16 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453
NEED A PLUMBER?

For that small job or annoying leak
07960 111 266

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.
CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

D.B. VEHICLE RECOVERY

Short or long distances. Sensible rates.

Serap cars wanted for cash. Scrap metal
also taken. 07836 585911.

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, [ come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.

Sparkles GLITTER PARTIES 4 all
NEW! Trendy Toenail Wraps. 376270
VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217,
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LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Gr:
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work,
Patios, decking, design & build av
01634 364985 07930 183466.
WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small. Over 30 years’
experience, 07712 760 147
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Relelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service.

Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™, Jim Lindsay 01634 375552.
MATHS TUITION to GCSE and

A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years’ experience. 01634 234732,
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green,
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon, For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem
Jjust give us a call, We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 328537.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services

I Tam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seckers (3-
I'1 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Tots'n"All (pre
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (school yearsI-5) 6.15. Fri
Club Extra (school years 7-10) 7.30
Visitors welcome. Pastor Rev T.J.
Wood. 01634 388187.

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films, 01634 230799,

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke fiee environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842097 or 07811 6D6YES

neing.
ailable.

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or (07999 979 202

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate,
RALPH'S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

079580 72928

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364839,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham arca. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

C & JCLEARANCE

Houses, garages, lofts, sheds & gardens
cleared. Individual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
efficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& friendly service Free estimates No job
too small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Mobile 078127
34570/ 07970 759404

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly housebound.

Dentures made and repaired. Free of
charge for people receiving guaranteed
pension credit or income support. Tel,
8425606 (surgery hours).
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350.

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP Systems RAINHAM

Apprenticeship served

LADY

DECORATOR
HKaren P
Spooner 2 A
2
i AN
Fully qualified with ey
20 years " experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 233815
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

CRAFT MARKET

Saturday 19th May
9.00am - 12.30pm
Millennium Centre
Rainham

Proceeds to
St Margaret’s Church

FREE Entry to the public
Next Market: 16th June

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—>5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill,
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt

All Work & Materials Guaranteed

Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham

Come and browse amongst our constantly

changing selection of good quality used
ooks

(Fiction, Non Fiction and Children’s)

DVD’s, Videos and Vinyl Records.

01634 370697

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS

All at fantastically low prices.
Brand New local History Books also in stock
MEDWA y 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
R Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 between 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday|
Hallett’s Fd Est 1971 g
Plumbing & ~sife moon B
Sl Heating Chris Hallett ROOFING Rttt
s CENTRAL HEATING : :
Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms

07711 362898

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

Fortes ssmaes wesrore 016034 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

ap

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

Work

Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts, ‘

abllity’utlet ‘
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,

part exchange, deliver, train, fix.

Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more
7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG
Tel 01634 375537

CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind

Manufacturers Ltd

Made ta Free Quotation and
Measure Curtains Fitting Service
Visit Showrcom Unit 8
Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Rd, Gillingham
(near McDonalds,
Beechings Way)

Roman Blinds
Tracks and Poles

Wide Range of

| Verticals
Roliers
Venetian

Conservatory

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.

All work Guaranteed.
Over 25 years experience.

AT Call Scott
Fabrics 01634 817807 | Paml'a 07515 630545 or 01795 841387
JIn time of need ...
Funenal Directons sl
A private family owned and run business )
* 24 hour Personal Service * Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
* Monumental Masons * Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MEB 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW




