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Coronation Day Party, June 23rd 1911
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To celebrate the Coronation of King George V a party was held for the people of Rainham on the field
behind the National School which stood on land now occupied by Rainham Shopping Centre at the top of
Station Road. All the village attended, as can be seen, dressed in their Sunday best. Races were held, for
entertainment and prizes, and a grand tea provided. At the end of the proceedings each child was presented
with a commemorative Coronation Mug. This is one of more than 140 pictures in *A Third Picture Book of
Rainham’ (published February 2010) now available price £7.99 from Sunburst Books 21, Station Road,
Rainham (£4 from each sale is donated to St Margaret’s Church.) See the article on Jubilee Celebrations p9.
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Editorial

Rather belatedly we wish you all a Very Happy New
Year. After all the anticipation the parties and family
gatherings are over and life is returning to normal. The
contrast in weather from last year could hardly be
bigger, sub zero temperatures and deep snow in 2010
became almost tropical days with plenty of rainfall in
2011. I suppose it is such variety that adds interest to
life and gives us something to talk about but it would
be good sometimes to know what to expect.

Even if you have already broken all those well
intentioned New Year Resolutions it is not too late to
try again — particularly if as with a great proportion of
the population they included the ‘eat more healthily’
and ‘take more exercise’ clauses. Both are difficult to
establish in our busy modern lifestyles when jumping
in the car and snacking from fast food outlets are the
so easily available options. It takes will power and
determination and all too often this only comes after a
major medical scare. It is worth the effort however and
help is at hand, so each time you relapse just think of
it as a justifiable setback and begin the diet and fitness
regime again — it is suggested that if you persevere
long enough eventually your taste buds evolve to your
new foods and you even begin to enjoy salads and
vegetables and you feel sluggish without a daily 30
minute burst of activity, well that’s the theory anyway.
Why not see if you can prove it correct this year?
Following my editorial in December 1 am delighted to
report that the practice of collecting used postage
stamps for charity is alive and very well. It seems that
a great variety of charities are delighted to receive the
stamps so presumably there is a flourishing market for
resale to boost their funds. One reader advises that if
you Google 'Used stamps for charity' you will find a
large number of interested organisations. There are of
course some sensible provisos - if posting to your
chosen charity (some even issue a freepost address for
this purpose) please bear in mind it costs quite a bit so
you are enhancing your donation if you pay the
postage cost. It needs to be a fairly weighty bundle for
the value to exceed the postage charge. Obviously by
far the most efficient method is to drop them into a
central collecting point and we have managed to locate
several in the area - but that of course restricts your
choice of charity. Thank you everyone who got in
touch with the many suggestions for donating stamps,
we include a list of options on page 7.

Now the days are getting longer it will not be long
before spring is in the air and we can look forward to
summer so do have a very good month and we will be
with you again in March.

Correspondence

CHANGE IN SCHOOL DAY TIMINGS
Dear Editor,
The Governors of St Margaret's C of E Junior School
propose to alter the timings of the school day, from
September 2012, as follows:
School gates to open at 8.30am (currently 8.45am)
School day to begin at 8.40am (currently 8.55am)
School day to end at 3.10pm (currently 3.30am}
The Governors are holding consultation meetings on
Wednesday February 22nd at 2.30pm and 7.30pm at
School. Anyone who wishes to express a view on the
proposed timings and who cannot attend either
meeting can write to the Chair of Governors
c/o the School at Orchard Street, ME8 9AE.

Yours sincerely

Joe Ennis

A Governor of St Margaret's C of E Junior School

RAINHAM RECREATION GROUND

Dear Editor,

Recent articles in Action Forum have reminded me of
the various events [ have attended on Rainham
Recreation Ground. The usual annual flower show, the
Coop Fete, school sports were among the regulars but
one or two were more special. One in particular was
the Peace Party on July 19th 1919 where [ won a
threading the Needle Race. The most special of all |
suppose was they Keg Meg Fete of 1 think 1948 or 49,
The Kent Messenger of those days (and maybe still
does) ran a children’s club called the Keg Megs. Each
week half a sheet of the Messenger was devoted to
subjects of interest to children and where they could
find their own names and particulars on their
birthdays. Until the outbreak of World War Il a Keg
Meg Fete was held in a different venue each year. This
one, probably the first after the war, was to be held in
Rainham Rec. It was widely advertised and after years
of austerity was eagerly awaited. Although as a family
we did not take the KM so our children were not Keg
Megs it was apparently a free for all and I promised 1
would take them to the fete. Unfortunately on the day
it was quite impossible to keep my promise and two
little girls were very disappointed. My husband
worked until midday on Saturday with the prospect of
a free afternoon, he came home to find a very sick
wife and two unhappy little daughters. He very nobly
agreed to take my place and take the girls to the fete.
By the time he had eaten his dinner and tidied both
himself and the children time was getting on and |
feared they were missing most of the fun. My fears
were realised as it so happened that they missed all of
it. After the long walk to the village they found they
could not proceed down Station Road as it was

blocked by the enormous queue of people trying to get
to the Rec. It was quite obvious that they were not
going to reach the fete for a very long time, if atall, so
they turned round and invited themselves to Daddy’s
sister for tea. This treat amply compensated the
children for any disappointment they felt about
missing the fete and when they came home at bedtime
all they could tell me about was how Station Road was
so congested. [ do not remember hearing anything
about the day and might never have thought of it again
had not AF jogged my memory. Now [ am curious 1o
know what happened that day, surely with so many
people still arriving at that late hour it must have been
very busy. Maybe among the Action Forum readers
someone may remember the occasion and can tell me
something about it.

Yours sincerely

Helena Thomas

20 Pump Lane

BARN DANCE
Dear Editor,
With reference to the Barn Dance which was held on
December 3rd in aid of the Air Ambulance 1 would
like to thank all those who supported the event helping
to raise £500 (after expenses) by attending and giving
generously towards the raffle and auction.
A special thank you to our local shops, Lloyds, Boots,
Wilkinsons, Joy's Hairdressers, The Cricketers,
Florists. Butchers, Cuts and Leeds and Hever Castles
(who donated visitors passes).
The visit from our MP who assisted with the raffle
was much appreciated and special thanks go to Olwen,
Claire & David and Ben & Owen who all played their
part in a very successful evening.

Yours sincerely

Mary Robson

01634 632415

SPRING FAIR
Dear Editor
Macmillan Cancer Support are holding a Spring Fair
in the Millennium Centre, Rainham, on Saturday 31st
March, from 9.30am until 12.30pm . Tables
are available at the cost of £10 each for the sale of
home made goods, etc. To book a table or for more
information please contact Jean Mardel on 01634
388111 or Jean Higgins on 01634 233930,
Yours sincerely
Jean Mardel

Berengrave Service Station

Car & Bike MOTs

Servicing — Repairs — Diagnostics
Clutches — Exhausts — Welding

666 Lower Rainham Road 01 634 23361 9

WASTE PAPER COLLECTION

17th Gillingham Scout Group

Further to your editorial in the December edition of
Action Forum, | am pleased to confirm that the group
is still very actively collecting paper and cardboard.
However, due to vandalism for several years now
they do not have a skip in the Cricketers car park:
instead every third Sunday they park their van in the
Millennium Centre car park from 8.30am to 12.30pm
for people to place any items for collection behind the
van. This is followed by an established street
collection for peaple who are unable to get to the hall.
The group also operates a fortnightly street collection
on a Saturday morning.

For many years these collections have been organised
and carried out by Morton Jarvis and a small band of
helpers; however recently Morton has expressed a
wish to stand down for family reasons, which will
leave us very short of helpers, The group would be
very pleased to hear from anyone who could spare
two or three hours on an occasional basis to help raise
funds to maintain their headquarters and to assist in a
wide range of Scouting activities.

For further information please contact the group
chairman, Chris Powell on 01634 378080

TELL ME A STORY!
Please can you help? We are aiming to put on an
exhibition at the end of March to raise funds for the
Air Ambulance. It will be called *Flight of Fancy’
and to interest a wide range of people will include
short accounts of life in the R.AF. and W.AAF.,
experiences with hot-air balloons, gliders or
parachutes, and fascinating snippets abaut birds, bees
and butterflies. If it flies we are interested! If you can
assist or for more details please ring us on 01634
360227 or email pgrimmer@blueyonder.co.uk

Peggy and Peter Rimmer

23 Wimbourne Drive, Rainham MES 9EN

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
sConservatories — designed and built
eUpgrades to existing roofs
sNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
eMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:

01634 363881 / 07973860369
MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS
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Roman, Vertical and Roller Blinds

01624 262135




Diary 2012

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

alfes thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 14th February

January 15th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Pete/Kate
07751 879003 10.00am ,6.5 miles walk at Cliffe. Park
in the RSPB Car Park at end of Salt Lane by Bretts
Brickworks. A flat circular walk out to Cliffe Forts.

January 15th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923, Upper
Halling, 4.5 miles via Halling Common some steep
hills, Dogs OK

January 16th — Rainham Wives, 8.00pm, Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, New Year
Party, New members of all ages very welcome, subs
£1.50 per meeting, details 01634 230639,

January 16th - Rainham Evening Women’s Institute,
7.30pm Millennium Centre, Rainham, Some Kent
Ghosts — Mr Dennis Chambers, competition Snow
Scene, ring 01634 372282 for more details.

January 17th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral
Art Group, 7.30 - 9.00pm United Reformed Church
(rear hall), Balmoral Road, Gillingham, Members
Choice workshop with Carol Lane. Visitors welcome
contact Kay Buss 01634 232998

January 17th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 10.00pm, £3.00,
Unwrapping Raptors — David Darrell-Lambert. For
Walks see www.medway-rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

January 18th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Mr Wilf Lower -
[lustrated Talk ‘Medway Tales from the Dividing
River’, 7.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, 01634 233554,
new members welcome.

January 19th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Entertainment by

Kingfisher Singers, St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore, 2.00pm. For people over the
age of 50, ring 235507 for details.

January 19th — Hempstead Leisure Club — Games, tea &
chat. Hempstead Village Hall, behind All Saints
Church, 169 Hempstead Road, 2.00 — 4.00pm. New
members welcome. Phone 01634 366907

January 19th - Rainham Women’s Institute 1.45 - 4.00pm
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham.
Speaker on  Queen Victoria and the Royal Disease,

Visitors welcome for small entry charge per visit.
Ring 01634 366276 for details

January 20th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group
Millennium Centre every Friday 9 45 - noon to help
people who have lost their spouse/partner. join us for
a cuppa & chat ,ring Julic on 364309 for details.

January 20th — Learn basic Guitar Chords,7.30pm  free
lessons at Folk Club at The Oast, Station Road
Community Centre, ring Bill 01634 363310.

January 21st — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham
7.30 — 10.00pm. New and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner for more
information ring 366189 or 388546.

January 22nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Roger Norman 01634 232404, South
Park, Armstrong Road, Maidstone, 5 miles varied
terrain along Loose Valley, Dogs OK

January 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike
07855 929404 10.00am for 8.2 miles walk at
Aylesford. Meet and park in the free Car Park just
south of Aylesford village. Route covers sand pits and
chalk quarries, one steep climb, good views. Bring
picnic lunch for midway break,

January 23rd — The Monday Hub, St Paul’s Church,
Deanwood Drive, Parkwood 10.00am — 1.00pm,
lively conversation, table tennis, scrabble and much
more, details Jennie Spalding 01634360664,

January 23rd — Rainham Wives, Quiz & Bring & Buy
for our charity, (see 16th Jan).

January 26th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Annual
General Meeting, (see 19th Jan).

January 26th — Hempstead Leisure Club — Premium
Travel Presentation, (see 19th Jan).

January 26th — Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, AGM & Social evening, Howard
Memorial Hall, Woodside,7.30pm, ring 01634 312038
or 366183 for details.

ONE DAY CLASSES in LOWER HALSTOW
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
6th March, 26th June, 18th Sept, 4th Dec 2012
The Next Step: WATERCOLOUR & CALLIGRAPHY
_7th March, 27th June, 19th Sept, 5th Dec o
7 . Phone for brochure 01622 861983 47

5 www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk

January 27th — Medway Geographical Society, Adult
Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham, 7.30
9.00pm *A Trip to the Dolomites and Oberammagau’-
Tony Mitchell, Everyone Welcome, For more
information contact 01634 362683

January 27th - Mid-Kent Astronomical Society (MKAS)
Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst,

Doors open at 7.45pm - Peter Higley *The Observatory

as an Architectural object’, followed by viewing in the
field behind the hall after the lecture part of the BBC2
Stargazing Live programme. Guests £2, details phone
07717678795 any reasonable time or visit the web site
http:/f/www.midkentastro.org.uk/

January 27 & 28th — Pantomime, The Qasthouse Theatre,
Rainham *Jack & The Beanstalk™ A family panto by
Tack Homewood, Curtain up 8.00pm, matinees Sat
2.00 & 5.00pm, Tickets 0844 8793224 or on line (@
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

January 28th - RAMASES Lecture, 2.30pm, Newington
Village Hall - Rosalind Janssen ‘Lager louts of the
New Kingdom' - tickets Members £6.00 Guests £8.00
on the door, more details ramasesnk@hotmail.com or
from John Dewey 01795 472316

January 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike
10.00am for 8 miles walk at Teston. Meet and park
Teston Bridge Picnic Site Car Park (fee payable).
Gradual climb through woods and fields, views of the
river. Bring picnic lunch for midway break, Pub at end

January 29th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet John Trebill 01634 244045, Hadlow
town square, 4.5 miles fairly flat easy walk, No Dogs

January 30th — Rainham Wives, Your Local Travel
Agent — talk by Kim, (see 16th Jan).

February 1st - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30 pm
Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Rainham, Ideas for
Improved Vegetable Growing - Malcolm Withnall,
New members welcome, ring 366276 for details

February 2nd — Hempstead Leisure Club — Games, tea &
chat, (see 19th Jan).

February 2nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, Table Games,
(see 19th Jan).

February 3rd — Learn basic Guitar Chords, (20th Jan).

February 4th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 21st Jan).

February 5th - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Meet Stephen Manning 01634 375821
Cuxton White Horse Pub (free parking Station Road),
5 miles, undulating, may be muddy, no dogs

February 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geoff
07525 161766 10.00am for 4 mile walk at Sandling.
Meet and park in the Car Park beyond the Yew Tree
PH, Sandling. Walk is mainly flat to Boxley a mixture
of woodland and farmland and Boxley Abbey. Pub at
end, Sunday lunch possible book 01622 752882

February 6th — Rainham Wives, Gardening for Bees -
talk by Dr Mick Lynn, (see 16th Jan).

February 7th — Indoor Boot Fair, Upchurch Village
Hall - Tables, £6, refreshments available, details
07531 264470 or 01795 428006

February 7th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral
Art Group, Valentine ‘cushion” (see 17th Jan).

February 8th - Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm Bredhurst Village
Hall, Mr Nic Fulcher - Ladies of Leeds Castle, ring
01634 389966 for more details

February 8th - Medway League of Friends A.G.M,
7.30pm, Out Patient Department, Medway Maritime
Hospital details medwayleagueoffriends@aol.co.uk

February 9th — Hempstead Leisure Club — *Fun at the
Factory’, (see 19th Jan).

February 10th — Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society 7.15pm United Reformed Church, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham, Medway Tales, Mr. Lower, details
01634 854982,

February 10th — Learn basic Guitar Chords, (20th Jan).

February 11th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, 8.00 — 11.00pm. Enguiries
01634 363738 email s.collins02@btinternet.com

February 11th - Concert @ GMC, Rainham Ladies
Choir, Gillingham Methodist Church, Third Avenue,
Gillingham. 7.30pm, Tickets £5.00 on the door or
Telephone Office 01634 575139

February 11th - Wine & Wisdom Evening, St.
Margaret’s Heritage Fund, 7.30pm Sausage & Chip
supper provided but bring your own drinks. Tables of
6 or 8 £7.00 per person Advance booking essential
Contact Annie on 372680

February 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Sally
10.00am for 6 mile walk outside George Inn at
Newnham near Doddington. Route to Sharsted Court,
Kingsdown Church and Doddington Place, an
undulating walk through farmland, woodland and
open countryside, one steep ascent, carpets of
snowdrops if we are lucky. Pub at end, lunch
available.

Continued on Page 11

P. Gillard ™

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and
mstallation ol gas central
heating, boilers, lires, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

LOGS

TURF
TOPSOIL
BARK

LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN

INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700

AERIALS

e Freeview

* Freesat Dishes Installed
» Extra TV/SKY Points
» TV Wall Mounting Service

* Free Estimates
Call Nick 07949 588464

Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
jof outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
[for cats only.
A completely new cattery, fully compliant
fwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.
Viewings welcomed by appointment.
Contact: Michola
Telephone: 01634 235032

Email: info@whiskerslodge.com|
Web: www.whiskerslodge.comy




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT:

4 Bloors Lane. Rainham. :\I““'”m‘
Kent MES TEG Tax

Tel: 01634 375222 Book-keeping
Fax: 01634 371318 +  Payroll

E Mail: a iljadaccountants.co.uk +  Audit

ww jadaccountants co.uk +  Associated Services

Craniosacral Therapist

Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions incluc Ilng |

neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches 1
stress & anxiety

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456 ‘
Email: sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk &
Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Qualified technicion. References available

D 0 I T4 U home improvements|handyman

Bathrooms # Clackrooms  Kitchens » Tiling « Radiators
Sockets # Fooring = Lighting « Blinds
Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doit4u.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!
Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No sclvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG Y
BRYANT BZ(St
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
I\v’-IBC Al RATED BY NHEC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 13 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatmenis
Reflexology—Mew Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — Lash & Brow Tinting
Thread Vein Removal — Lash Extensions
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding

*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRIGE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

...Bookings only...
Airports-Hospitals-Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs—-Friendly and Reliable

* Gatwick from £55.00 %
E* Heathrow from £75.00 *

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.8 & R.S.L
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.

Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available

USED POSTAGE STAMPS

Thank you to the readers who have supplied the
following information.

Stamps should be cut/torn from the envelope with a
¢ood margin all round (at least half a centimetre),

both British and Foreign stamps are acceptable — it is

helpful to separate these and clearly mark packets
“foreign stamps only” as they are more valuable.

The following charities are some of the many who
accept stamps - those with local collection points
have been listed first:

GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND - Riverside
Primary School & Children's Centre, St Edmunds
Way, Rainham 01634 338700 the collection box is
in the School/Children's Centre reception area.
Access is year round weekdays 8.30am - 4.30pm and
some Saturdays.

RNLI - Rainham Library, Birling Avenue, Rainham
LEPROSY MISSION — Sunburst Books 21, Station
Road, Rainham

BAPTIST UNION stamps may be left at 272,
Lonsdale Drive, Rainham

WISDOM HOSPICE 01634 831163 leave at the
Hospice or post to High Bank, Rochester, MET 2NU
KAB Kent Association for the Blind - Stamps may
be sent free of charge to Freepost 616 72 College
Road, Maidstone ME14 6BR

BRANSBY HOME OF REST FOR HORSES
(DM10) Saxilby, Lincoln, LN1 2PH

CATS PROTECTION, National Centre, Chelwood
Gate, ayw‘nds Heath, Sussex, RH17 7TT.

RSPB raise money from stamps — whether they are
used or un-used, UK, foreign or even first day
covers. For example, we raise £3.50 per kg for UK
stamps and £12.50 per kg for foreign stamps. Please
note though — if you're sending small amounts of
stamps it will pay to save them up to 2 kilos or more
before you send them otherwise it could cost more to
post them than we can raise from them. Post to

R.S.P.B, PO Box 6198, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 9XT

WINE & WISDOM EVENING
St. Margaret’s Heritage Fund
Saturday, 11th February, 7.30pm
Sausage & Chip supper provided

but bring your own drinks.
Tables of 6 or 8 @ £7.00 per person

Advance bookm“ essential

Contact Annie on 372680

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE FAYRE GROUP
Old Thyme Music Hall
Hempstead Village Hall, February 15th, 2.00pm.
Entertainment by Memory Lane
Tickets priced £3. (tea and cakes included).
Ring 01634 230214 for tickets and details.
COME & SING HANDEL’S MESSIAH
St. Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore
Saturday 25th February, 2.30 for 3.00pm start
Concert starts 7.30pm
Conductor: Simon Tatnall Organist: Trevor Brearley
For more details please contact
Ann Livings 01634 379139 or 07833 103847
Email: aap@livings.eclipse.co.uk
To raise funds for Rotary supported charities.
THE MERISI BROTHERS
Come and join an evening of music and dancing
In aid of Leukaemia Research
Saturday 3rd March, doors open 7.00pm
Partkwood Centre, Rainham
8 piece Rhythm & Blues band playing your favourite
R & B, Rock n Roll, Gospel and Blues
Tickets £5 in advance
Licensed bar and free parking
Enquiries and tlckLts from Dot 0I634 %4()4"
L ounc at . iF|
Steve infoibrunel or 07?‘)2 ?0661 0
Scc www.merisibrothers.co.uk

A GENTLE SERVICE FOR THE BEREAVED
Rainham Methodist Church
Sunday 4th March, 4.00pm/refreshment included.
You are warmly invited to a special service to think
and pray for loved ones lost no matter how long ago,
with the reading of names.
If you would like the name of a loved one(s)
included please contact
D:,]‘Ilbt. Br\.mt on 01634 374231 or

KlTCHEN SPECIALIST

18yrs experienc
« FUll Installation Service s Worktop Jointing
» AllMajor Brands = Competitive Prices

« Larae Selection of Quality Kitchens
. Convenient rriendiy, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

e Plumbing
i1z.1. & Heating
DAVID TATTON Fully gqualified engineer

Installation » Maintenance » Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires « Bathrooms « All general plumbing

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations

Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING

No Job too small— free estimates

_* Power Flushing Neil Mace
Corgi Registered No. 205861 19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633
01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306 Rainham 07792 244 315
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR DECEMBER

In December 2010 1 joined a group of friends on a
train trip around Kent, hauled by two steam engines.
Our compartment was bedecked with Christmas
decorations and the ticket price included mulled wine,
mince pies and coffee. Sitting next to the window gave
me an opportunity to keep an eye on the countryside,
which was deep in snow.

The train had set out from Victoria and it was not until
we had passed Orpington that we left behind the
conurbation of Greater London. The sight of beech
trees was an indication that we were by then travelling
through the North Downs. 1n due course we entered a
long tunnel, emerging at the base of the escarpment of
the Downs, on the edge of the valley of the River
Darent. Sheep in the water meadows alongside the
river were being fed on hay. Under a leaden sky that
had blocked out the sun, the dark and forbidding
image of the woods on the North Downs above
Kemsing contrasted sharply with the white of the
snow in the adjoining fields. We subsequently passed
through Sevenoaks and the high land of the Ragstone
Hills, before descending to the valley of the River
Medway at Tonbridge.

The train then entered onto the 25 miles of straight and
level track to Ashford, through the Vale of Kent, much
of which is drained by the Medway and its main
tributaries the Teise and the Beult. The steams and
minor rivers that we passed by were lined with alder
trees and the water in them was of a muddy brown
colour. In the vicinity of Marden, which is at the heart
of what remains of the mid Kent hop and fruit belt, |
noticed a number of actively managed apple and pear
orchards. but only one hop field. Through the carriage
window | spotted pheasants, wood pigeons, rooks and
carrion crows, some of which had been attracted to
supplementary feed left out for horses, cattle or sheep,
but no small birds. As for mammals, I had a brief
glimpse of a small group of roe deer in a copse and
saw a hare, having been disturbed by the train,
bounding away from us. Additionally, whilst halted at
a signal stop, I spotted the footprints of rabbits and a
fox in the snow alongside the railway track.

Having steamed through Ashford, the train followed
the course of the East Stour River, which flows
below the escarpment of the North Downs. As we
approached Folkestone we had our first view, on our
right, of the cold, grey waters of the English
Channel. Above us, on our left, stood the steep, bare
hills of the Downs, looking impressive and quite
Alpine under a deep cover of snow. The railway
track leading to Dover crosses The Warren, being
the remains of an ancient landslide of the chalk face.
It is covered in scrub and serves as a landfall for
thousands of birds that migrate to this country in the
Spring. Emerging from a tunnel under Shakespeare
CIliff, we had a view of the Western Docks, the
dominating and impressive outline of Dover Castle
and the White CIiffs of Dover. It was at this point in
our journey that the two steam engines were really
needed, as they hauled the thirteen coach train up a
steep incline, from sea level to the plateau at the top
of the White Cliffs.

Having passed Deal and Sandwich the track runs
alongside the River Stour, on both sides of which are
fresh water grazing marshes intersected by dykes.
These marshes are the habitat of over-wintering
waders such as golden plover and ducks such as
widgeon and teal. In the air above the marshes was a
flock of lapwings with their characteristically slow,
floppy flight; they appeared to be heading towards
Pegwell Bay. Salmon, trout and perch can be found
in the River Stour itself and small numbers of otters
have been attracted by these fish. Upon reaching
Minster and the high ground of the Isle of Thanet the
track follows the course of the Great Stour upstream
to Canterbury.

On the approach to the city we passed through a
stretch of the Stour Valley that comprises one of the
few remaining freshwater wetland areas in Kent.
Swans, geese and ducks can normally be seen there
but, at the time of our visit, the lakes were frozen
over and there was no sign of bird life. I did however
see a mixed flock of redwings and fieldfares over the
Canterbury suburbs, doubtless on the lookout for
berries in parks and gardens,

As the train left Canterbury [ had a view of the Great
Harry Tower of the cathedral, with the water

TAURUS LOCKS

ASSOCIATION MEM)

Rainham Based
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.AP. Discounts

|Phone Brian 01634 351244
Plobile: 07775 423744

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
& 01634 374502

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 07923 618033

Emergency Non-Destructive Entry

Domestic and Commercial Work GE DRW[NG Owner FAB trained DH
All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded SCHOOL OF MOTORING Built to FAB specifications

Ged East D.S.A. A.D.I.
Sunningdale Drive

59 call today !o_r a great deal, peace of Rainham Viewing welzn;rlr:;.pbgrzzp;:‘:;e:;m: please
AT Bl seiciinty Kent MES 9EQ " Tel: 01634 386263

GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

Boarding
= Cattery

Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household

Mohile: 07772 276306
: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
_ane. Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

m

meadows outside the city walls in the foreground.
The train continued to hug the Great Stour as it cuts
through the North Downs towards its meeting with
the East Stour at Ashford. Initially, apple and pear
trees of the East Kent fruit belt lined the track but, for
the most part, the scenery was one of a mixture of
arable fields and ancient woodland. From Ashford
onwards we were retracing our steps back to Victoria,
so [ was able to spend less time looking out of the
window and be more sociable with my fellow railway
enthusiasts.
Joe Ennis

PS For those who would like to know, the engines
were ex LMS "Black Five" 44932 and ex SR
"Merchant Navy" 35028.
JUBILEE
Plans for celebrating the 2012 Olympics are well
under way, and Gillingham has a new £11 million
Sports Park where some of the Olympic teams will
practise. But 2012 is also the year of the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee - T wonder how this will be
commemorated locally?
Gillingham’s grand plans for Queen Victoria’s
Golden Jubilee began in February 1887, when the
Court Leet finally decided to build a long-delayed
bridge over the railway cutting to link the upper and
lower parts of New Brompton, a project first mooted
in 1880. Unfortunately nothing happened until July
1890, when work was begun, and the new bridge was
finally opened on May 18th 1892,
Rainham, meanwhile, had celebrated in style on 21st
June 1887, with a procession of about 1000 people, a
public free lunch for all residents over 55, and tea for
about 900 children. It was estimated that some 2000
people were present in the field at Berengrave where
there were music, festivities and fireworks.
Gillingham *gathered all the schoolchildren of the
arca for a big demonstration on the Lines’ rather
belatedly in September of Jubilee year, but there is no
mention of tea. A year later, in October 1888,
Rainham Parish Council also provided a permanent
memorial, the “Jubilee” recreation ground in Wakeley
Road, which is still in regular use.
Coronation Celebrations

The coronation of Queen Elizabeth in 1953 was
celebrated in Rainham by the erection of the clock
above Barclays Bank in the High Street. [ was very
pleased to see that through the efforts of our local

Councillors it has been restored to full working
order in good time for her Jubilee.

King George V was crowned on Friday 23rd June
1911, although celebrations began slightly earlier.
In Gillingham there were entertainments and
concerts in the park, tea for old folks, a baby show,
dancing, fireworks, and a large bonfire. On
Coronation Day itself 8000 schoolchildren paraded
to the park where they took part in a programme of
sports and were afterwards given tea. Children in
Twydall received commemorative medals, and “tea
for 80 adults was provided in Mr Chambers®
orchard opposite the church in Rainham’.

‘Rainham always does things well” the report in
the Chatham News continued. *The whole
population of Rainham united for the occasion.
There was an 8.00 a.m. salute of 21 guns (rifles)
from the church tower, and the vicar Rev John
Mainwaring Tamplin sounded the Royal Salute on a
bugle. Soon after noon all schoolchildren of 7 years
and upwards assembled in Station Road and
together with the Friendly Society and the Fire
Brigade marched to the Parish Church for Divine
Service. A sports afternoon followed in the meadow
behind the National Schools. A torchlight
procession was made through the principal streets
and when the procession reached Bredhurst Lane
[now Maidstone Road] a huge bonfire was lit.”

RAD

LADIES - DO YOU ENJOY SINGING?

We are a group of mature ladies who meet on
Friday afternoons 2.00- 4.00pm at the Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham. We are a
very friendly group, and will give you a warm
welcome. We need some new members, especially
alto singers, and wonder if there are some ladies
who would like to come and join us. We sing
popular songs, songs from the Musicals and pop
songs. We break half way through the afternoon for
tea and biscuits. For further information please ring
Margaret on 01634 231532.

ACTIVITIES

Arethusa Venture Centre Climbing Wall, Lower
Upnor, Rochester, Heated swimming pool for hire
22 x 8 metres. Open for organised groups,
swimming clubs, youth groups — for more details
please contact us on 01634 719933,

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

eamve o LINDSA

» MULCH

+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER P
For all your Plumbing Services \iE
Reg Ma, HELP is on its way

6629

.+ UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES

“sife POWER FLUSHING
““* LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc,
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Munn Academy of Dance
=2 - Pupils from age 2yrs to professional -.;

Subjects include; Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
f Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner |.D.T.A

Medway 234168

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road. Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING - PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GA.ﬁDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

./ Builders &
/1) Decorators

EXTENSIONS + GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

| towa

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES 7NJ

11+ Preparation

Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand
ths

| Effective tntion for children working
ds the 11
selection tests m Medway and Kent
05602 538 882
(local call rates)

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
FXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL CONMUERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guulds / Tostitute of Gurpenters

inmar school

RATES

MR ARCHER — Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

TOPQUALITY AT OMPETITIVE

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
* Member of Gas Safety Register

+ All Boiler Servicing & Repair Specialists

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

GARAGE DOORS

South East Garage Doors
15 Years Experience

Available Monday — Saturday
www.south-gast-garage-doors.co.uk

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified £ insured service

Maintenance undertaken, Roller Doors

New Systems Fitted JAE Biscounts, F ir Ira“er A::lr:;p:.cot:hc,f
:d I.andh;rd Gas Safety Reports Ax:ltomatlon a % g i

it q : All Up& Overs incl stump grinding
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & Iside Hung Doors

Serviced lAmerican Style Sectional Free quotations
« 24hr Emergency Service with Insurance Approved .

NO CALL OUT FEE 01634 387701 Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MEB 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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February 12th - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Meet Gill Smith 01622 710569, Otford free
parking opposite The Bull PH, 5.5 miles, hilly in
places, 9 stiles, no dogs

February 14th - Medway Antique And Collectors' Club,

British Calendar Customs St George Hotel, New Road,

Chatham. 7.30 for 8.00 pm All visitors are made most
welcome. Enquiries Miss £ Boyes 01474 823606

February 15th — Hempstead Village Fayre Group ,Old
Thyme Music Hall, Hempstead Village Hall, 2.00 pm,
Entertainment by Memory Lane (tea and cakes
included). Tickets priced £3, Ring 01634 230214

February 15th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Sue Marshall -
‘English Love Affair with iris Plants’, (see 18th Jan).

February 16th — Hempstead Leisure Club — Games, tea
& chat, (see 19th Jan).

February 16th - Wigmore Thursday Club, The Churches
of Romney Marsh - David Carder, (see 19th Jan).

February 16th - Rainham Women’s - The Work of the
Marie Curie Cancer Care, (see 19th Jan).

February 16 — 18th - Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, St
Paul’s Drama Group, Community Hall, Third Avenue,
Gillingham, 7.30pm, Friday & Saturday Matinee
2.30pm, Adults £8, cons £7, Children £6, Box Office
and information 01634 852712

February 17th — Learn basic Guitar Chords, (20th Jan).

February 18th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (21st Jan).

February 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike
07855 929404 10.00am , 9 mile walk from

Hollingbourne Rail Station (free parking). Challenging

walk via North Downs Way to Detling and back.
Wonderful views and good hills to climb bring picnic
for lunch stop in a castle, Pub at end.

February 19th - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Meet Mo Fleisig 01634 362743, Otford free
parking opposite The Bull PH, 6 miles, fantastic views
worth the steep climb, no dogs

February 20th — Rainham Wives, Beetle Drive, (16th).

February 20th - Rainham Evening Women’s Institute,
7.30pm Millennium Centre, Rainham, Birthday
Party. competition Favourite Keepsake, ring 01634
372282 for more details.

February 21st — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group, Easter egg shells. (see 17th Jan).

February 21st - RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Swift Conservation — Edward Mayer. (see 17th Jan).

February 23rd - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service
followed by a Quiz, (see 19th Jan).

February 23rd — Hempstead Leisure Club — *Royal
Wedding Cake’, (see 19th Jan).

February 23rd — Rainham & District Dolls® House
and Miniaturist Group, (sce 26th Jan).

February 24th — Medway Geographical Society *Great
Lines Heritage Park’- Joanne Cable, (see 27th Jan).

February 25th — Come and Sing Handel’s Messiah, St
Matthew’s Church, Wigmore, 3.00pm, Concert
7.30pm, details 01634 379139 Email:
aapf@livings.eclipse.co.uk raising funds for Rotary.

February 26th - Medway Towns Footpath Group
walk, 10.00am, Meet Gill Smith 01622 710569,
Ightham Mote, National Trust car park, 5 miles, via
Ivy Hatch, undulating, dogs allowed

February 26th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Graham (07989 753278 10.00am for 5 mile walk at
Sole Street. Meet in Camer Park for a fairly flat
walk. Pub at end with lunches.

February 26th — Rainham Wives, [am a Tulip, What
are You? — talk by Jacqueline Aviolet, (16th Jan).

February 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Bob/Kath 10.00am for 4 mile walk at West Malling
public Car Park rear of High Street, Circular walk
through Stubbersdown Wood, St Leonards Tower
and Manor Country Park. Pub at end

February 29th - Medway Towns Footpath Group
walk, 10.00am, Chatham Waterfront Bus Station
(The Paddock) , Smiles, via Borstal and Rochester
riverside almost no mud but undulating, no dogs

March 1st — Hempstead Leisure Club — Games, tea &
chat, {see 19th Jan).

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Medern Building Company _
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore. .

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
(over 30 years' experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564




STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved, Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

Double Glazing &
Garage Doors Specialists

01634 313821
Upve Windows Doors & Conservatories
Repairs ~ Entrance Gates ~ Automation

Garage Doors ~ Fascia & Soffit

10 Year Guarantees on all products
ww kent-home-improvements.co.uk

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADW CRK
CHIMNEY STACKS

\.' E E‘CI Qy

L REPAIR W\

NU JOB TOO SMALL BIG

Your Local Reliable Lontmclor

James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair TmﬂJ

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544 € my E)ri(}f‘

[ www.mybrief.com csoficirons

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

4 Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
Domestic Installer

? Removal of Old Timber

1' ' Maintenance Free Exteriors
I Fuli Ventilation with Bird Guard

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road. Rainham, Kent ME& 0LJ

Linwood

Home Electronics
GET READY FOR DIGITAL - SERVICE & REPAIR
Retune & Set up  Digital Aerials / satellite
Qut of warranty repairs (all brands) * Accessories

70 Station Road, Rainham. 01634 230261
www.linwoodhe,com

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS i
All aspects of decorating and small AR

building works undertaken including Block
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 '362170 Curtains 01634 38?749

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Faths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more Na job too small

Prompt and Reliable Service]

Diary 2012

March 3rd - An evening of music and dancing with The
Merisi Brothers, In aid of Leukaemia research, 7.00pm,
Parkwood Centre, enquiries and tickets in advance from
Dot 01634 864642 or Steve info@@brunelec.co.uk or
07792 706610

March 3rd — City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra
Concert, 7.30pm, Central Theatre, Chatham,
Programme of English Music, Tickets £9-15, £1
children, 01634 338338 See www.crso.org.uk.

March 4th - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Meet Kevin Nicholas 07515 330276, Hadlow
Park College car park, 5.5 miles, flat could be muddy if
wet, dogs allowed

March 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony/Ann
01634 406634 10.00am for 6.5 mile walk at Chilham.
Meet and park just oft’ A252, a few stiles, good views,
three short stairs, bring picnic, Pub at end with lunches.

March 4th - A Gentle Service for The Bereaved, Rainham
Methodist Church comer of Station Rd/Wakeley Rd,
4.00pm/refreshment included. If you would like
the name of a loved one(s) included contact Denise
Bryant on 01634 374231 or nisenut@hotmail.com

March 5th — Rainham Wives Tools with : a Mission — talk
by Trevor Cox, (see 16th Jan).

March 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Designing
Your Garden — Russell Williams, (see 1st Feb).

March 9th — Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society Smuggling, Mr. C. Baldwin, (see 10th Feb).

March 10th — Instep Dancing, (see 11th Feb).

Security Installation
and Maintenance

* CCTV & Intruder Alarms

* Fire Alarms

= Access Control

* Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711 082415

Total Security Services

March 10th - RAMASES Lecture, Peggy Dewey
Memorial Lecture, John Dewey *The Princes” Tombs
in the Valley of the Queens’ (see 28th Jan).

March 11th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike
10.00am for 7.5 mile walk at Higham Rail Station
(free parking.) Walk from Higham to Church Street
across the marshes to the Thames, lots of wildlife
around Cliffe Pools, Pub at end

March [1th - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Meet Otford Railway Station (charges) for
Otford Solar system walk plus a loop round the
valley Walk, 5 miles. no dogs

March 12th — Rainham Wives, Flowers for Emma
talk and slides wit Sue & John Pearce, (see 16th Jan).

March 13th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club,
History of Maritime Painting (see 14th Feb).

March 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Frank/Mim 10.00am for 7.75 mile walk meet in
Goudhurst by the village pond. Circular walk to
Lamberhurst, undulating fields and Teise riverside
(could be muddy). Bring Picnic lunch, Pub at end.

March 18th - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Meet John Williams 01622 764821, Perry
Wood, 4 miles, dogs allowed

March 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Bob/Kath
10.00am for 5.5 mile walk near Cock Horse PH,
Detling. Pub at end.

March 18th - SDBTT Songs and Sandwiches
Afternoon Tea, 3.30 - 6.00pm, Lower Hall,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, Ticket, £5, An
afternoon tea with songs from local singer Trevor
Styles, Contact Olwen 01634 263622 for tickets

LW Decorating

20 years experience

For a professional and friendly service
Call Louis on 07792 240041

65 Norman Close. Wigmaore, Kent MES 0TQ

@rchard Windews

Manufacturers & Installers of Ouality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches

Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

VYV E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service

Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available

email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

No.1 ALTERNATIVE TO KENNELS
n{@ Dogs stay in select private homes
Holiday tailored to meet dog's needs
7 :_ One to one care. Est.11 years.

£

Please call Sally HaII on 01 634 57?488




Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month

Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

YOGA CLASSES at The Centre
Farthing Corner, Rainham. Beginners
welcome. Call Dorothy 07790 276329
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

LET ME DOIT

Housework & ironing undertaken by
mature lady. Ring Lynne on 01634
371291 or 0797 410 2985,

TOPCAT TUITION CENTRE
Bredhurst - 11 Plus preparation for
Med and Kent grammar schools.
GCSE Maths and English. Junior and
secondary Maths and English booster
classes. Fully trained, CRB checked
teachers. Improve your child’s chances in
2012 and beyond! Call Catherine -
01634 712062 or Mob 07983 525338
topeattutorsigdaol.co.uk

NEW HOMEOPATHY CLINIC

6 The Courtyard, Holding Street,
Rainham. People of all ages and
backgrounds welcome. D. Hoffmann
qualified & registered Homeopath.
Phone 07960 614 604
www.hoffmann-homeopathy.co.uk

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds. builders rubbish
commercial ete. Single items from
£14.95 Also garden maintenance. Call
Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

BOOK BINDING / REPAIR

Have your special book bound /
rt.panxd Mead Bindings Ltd.

Call: 07866258915 or 01634 260808

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296.
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
YOUR DOG WALKED

when you are at work. Very
experienced. Phone 01634 260196.

FRENCH & ENGLISH CLASSES
Medway Languages Centre offers
small friendly adult classes taught by
qualified tutors at different levels.
Spanish beginners coming soon.
Classes at Nucleus Arts in Chatham.
For information call 07890 787 423 or
visit www.medwaylanguages.org.uk
LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Margaret 01634 233270

INDOOR BOOT FAIR Tables £6
Upchurch Village Hall. First Tues of
the month 10am — 12 noon. Bookings
01795 428006 or 07968 792354
GUITARTUITION

Qualified, experienced specialist in
teaching adults. 01634 376608,
Medway PLUMBING & Drainage
Leaks, bursts & repairs. 24 hr call out.
No job too small. Medway Fair Trader.
Call 01634 301711

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging, tidying.

(634 309822

SCOUT HUT, Wigmore available
for daytime hire. Competitive rates,
Further details Jim 01634 388126
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years®
experience. Phone 01634 378199,
LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.

GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service. 01634 378763.

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

GET SLIM FOR SUMMER.
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 6pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

YOGA Classes /(IDANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome, Call Evi 01634
317463 Website www.freed-om.co.uk
MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
www.vanworker.co.uk, 01634 365427

PIANO/ KEYBOARD LESSONS
Classical - Contemporary. Theory &
practical exams available. Please call
Sheryl 07935 860 560

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388, Mob 07743 128240
Fully Qualified ELECTRICIAN
Friendly and Reliable service. All
electrical work undertaken. No call out
charge. All works fully insured and
guaranteed. NICEIC fully Approved.
Part P registered. Contact lan on 07977
432799,

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 /07930 378834,
ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons, 16 vears’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member, 01634 363433

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoving leak
07960 111 266

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

D.B. VEHICLE RECOVERY

Short or long distances. Sensible rates.
Scrap cars wanted for cash. Scrap metal
also taken. (07836 583911,

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799,

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, [ come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.
CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2/ to 5 years.
Enguiries please phone 01634 366574,
Sparkles GLITTER PARTIES 4 all
NEW! Trendy Toenail Wraps, 376270
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &

pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, (IL‘(.kln;:,. dulul & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
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"TAI CHI' FOR HEALTH.

Gentle exercise for relaxation & stress
reduction Classes Rainham Upchurch
& Hempstead. Free "Taster Classes"”
Call David or Maria on 01634 365069
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small. Over 30 years®
experience. 07712 760 147
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™, Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
MATHS TUITION to GCSE and

A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years” experience. 01634 234732,
ACCORDION TUITION

Roger Letley 01634 230434

C & J CLEARANCE

Houses, garages, lofis, sheds & gardens
cleared. Individual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
efficiently. Pr oh:wunat liable, prompt
& friendly service.Free estimates No job
too small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Mobile 078127
34570/ 07970 759404

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

Jjust give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 328537,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services

I lam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3-
11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Tots’n"All (pre
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (school years1-3)6.15. Fri
Club Extra (school years 7-10) 7.30
Visitors welcome. Pastor Rev T.J.
Wood. 01634 388187,
LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217,

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

GARDEN TIDY UPS,

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on
(1795 842007 or 07811 606988

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

079580 72928

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. Home visits for elderly housebound.
Dentures made and repaired. Free of
charge for people receiving guaranteed
pension credit or income support. Tel.
842566 (surgery hours).
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350,

CRAFT MARKET

Next date JANUARY 21st
9.00am—12.30pm

Millennium Centre, Rainham
Proceeds to St Margaret's Church
FREE Entry to the public

Future Markets:
February 18th and March 17th

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

Apprenticeship served

LADY
DECORATOR

Karen %

Spooner A0 e
b

’ S AN

Fully gualified with o

20 years " experience

All aspects of decorating undertaken

Competitive Prices

No jub too small — Special rates for OAPs

Tel: 01631 233815
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise money for 5t Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill.




JOFN STYLES SUNBURST BOOKS
FLA T ROOFING 21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham

Come and browse amongst our constantly

Strip & Re-felt changing selectign ofkgood quality used
: 0O0KS
All Work & Materials Guaranteed (Fiction, Non Fiction and Children’s)
Also General Roof Repairs DVD'’s, Videos and Vinyl Records.
Free Written Quotation All at fantastically low prices.

Brand New local History Books also in stock

MEDWA Y 3 7 402 8 All profits support St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund

-y Donations of books always welcome in the shop
Mobile: 07810 583 882 between 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday

Hallett’s Est. 1971
E i
Plumbing & ~safe
Heating Chiris Hallett
Boiler S CENBTI::?L I_If]i&TINI;Gh REFAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS. NEW ROOFS
o1ler crvlclng, rea owns I.lX'Llr}' Athrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS For frae estimates telephone: O 1 634 3 75069
01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”
B. HAYFIELD & SONS ability Adutlet |
Builders What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
Established 1971

part exchange, deliver, train, fix.

Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting

Roofing & Plumbin 7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG
: |
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222 Tel 01634 375537 |
—: . " z
‘! CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind S.B Plastering & Construction Services
" Manufacturers Ltd
it Erfee Ouotaiidriand || ivenie AI_I aspects of pIa;terfng rencliering, pebble dashing‘
Measure Gurtains Fitting Service [ e skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
—_— Visit Showroom Unit § | —————— All work Guaranteed.
Roman Blinds Invicta Business Centre Venetian O :
— Bredgar Rd, Gillingham | =——— ver 25 years experience.
Tracks and Poles (near McDonalds Gonservatory
\mﬂ Beechings Way) Awnings Call Scott
Fabrics | 01634 817807 Pativla 07515 630545 or 01795 841387

Jn time of need ...
JOHN WEIR

Funeral Dinectors i)
A private family owned and run business i
* 24 hour Personal Service * Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
* Monumental Masons * Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Kent MEB 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 SPW




