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A drawmg of Ramham H1gh Street by the f.mmus author and |Ilustmmr Domld Maxwell. This was used on
the cover of St Margaret’s Church Magazine during the 1930s & 40s. Donald Maxwell, who was born in
1877 and died in 1936 of septicaemia brought on by a chill, lived at East Farleigh near Maidstone and as a
friend of the then vicar of Rainham, Rev Hod;;,cm visited on several occasions. It is thought this drawing
was specially commissioned for the magazine. Although he had moved to Goddington House, Harrietsham
shortly before his death Maxwell was buried in East Farleigh churchyard.
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Editorial

For many years we used occasionally to include a
drawing of a guide dog in Action Forum. The dog was
divided into squares and we gradually filled these in as
our readers donated bottle tops and aluminium foil to
the Guide Dogs for the Blind charity. The solid black
area of the dog represented how much of the animal
we had managed to purchase in the quest to buy and
train these valuable helpers for the blind. I was never
too sure how the foil helped - presumably at that time
there was sufficient money to be made by selling it as
scrap for it to be an economic project for the charity.
We also helped other charities by collecting used
postage stamps, oddments of knitting wool, left over
dressmaking material, and even for a short time plastic
bottle tops and of course Christmas cards, paper and
cardboard. Now the Council recycles so efficiently are
the charities losing out?

Paper and card I know is still collected by volunteers.
In Rainham 17th Gillingham Scout Group have a
regular skip in the Cricketers car park one Sunday a
month to receive waste paper and cardboard and
similarly St Matthews Church, Wigmore also collect
in their car park. There are other projects such as the
printer toner and cartridge recycling box in Sunburst
Books - reusable items are bought to be refilled so the
church receives some money and the items are not
contributing to our landfill problems. The Square
Knits appreciate good quality knitting wool to turn
into blankets and clothes, no money involved, but a
valued club for the members practising their craft and
the charity which receives the finished items. Of
course books in good condition are welcomed at
Sunburst Books, these are resold in the shop to
provide a valuable contribution to St Margaret’s
Church funds. Many other good, clean, unbroken
items are gratefully received by the charity shops in
our towns. So it would seem that the way we help our
charities has changed over the years but if you know
of collecting points for anything which would
otherwise be thrown away please do let us know, we
would love to be able to pass on the information to all
our readers, | was recently asked about used postage
stamps—all carefully torn from their envelopes with
the obligatory half inch border-—but does anyone
know of a charity who wants them, I could not think
of one | am afraid.

Excitement is building towards Christmas Day and we
include information this month about the annual Santa
Sleigh Runs by The Lions and Rotary Clubs of

Gillingham. Their members are out on many evenings
in December bringing Father Christmas to see vou and
collecting for their good causes. Please give
generously if you see them - all the money is used
locally. However we should not forget in all the
excitement why we have all the festivities. To help
you we also include times of local Church Services.
There are celebrations for all age: Crib and Christingle
Services for youngsters, traditional Carol Services
{some candlelit) and Midnight Mass for adults - [ am
sure you will be able to find some you will enjoy so
please read on through our pages. Until we see you
again with our combined January/ February edition we
wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and New Year,
have a wonderful time.

Correspondence

LIONS CLUB OF GILLINGHAM ANNUAL
SANTA'S SLEIGH RUNS WITH CAROLS
Dear Editor
The Lions Club of Gillingham will once again be
bringing Father Christmas to an area near you during
December. This is one of our major charity collection
events and all donations are used for local causes —
please give generously if you are lucky enough to see
Santa. Listen for his bell between 6.00 and 8.15pm
(when the reindeer go home to bed) in these areas:
Monday 12th December - Hempstead
Tuesday 13th December - Hempstead
Wednesday 14th December - Fairview Avenue area
Thursday 15th December - Parkwood
Sunday 18th December - Parkwood
Monday 19th December - Kenilworth Drive area
Tuesday 20th December - Cheriton Road area
Wednesday 21st December - Lower Beechings area
Thursday 22nd December - Twydall
Friday 23rd December — Twydall
Yours sincerely
Elaine Cutting
01634 856003
Lions Club of Gillingham Press Officer

ROTARY CLUB of GILLINGHAM

Christmas Float

Father Christmas will be visiting many areas during
December and collecting for various charities. All the
routes are available in full on the club website

co.uk - we print an abridged version below.
All tours begin at 6.00pm and finish by 8.30pm.
Friday 9th December- Bettescombe- Lonsdale
Broadview area.

Saturday 10th — Outlet Centre 9.00am — 5.00pm
Tuesday 13th — Tufton- Berengrave — Childscroft area
Wednesday 14th — Yeoman Drive, Darland

Saturday 17th — Rainham Precinet 9.00am — 1.00pm
Thursday 22nd — Marshall — Durham — Edwin Road
area

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

St Margaret's Church, Rainham welcomes visitors to
these special Christmas Services

December 4th, 10.30 - Christingle Service
December 18th, 6.30pm - Carols by Candlelight
December 24th, 1.30pm & 4pm - Crib Service
11.30pm - Midnight Mass with carols from 11pm
December 25th, 9.30am - Family Communion

CHRISTMAS SERVICES at Granary Evangelical
Church, Oasthouse, Granary Close, Rainham
December 17th - Christmas Carol Service 3.00pm,
free coffee & mince pies. Ring 01634 310959
December 18th - Christmas Carol Service 10.30am,
free coffee & mince pies. Ring 01634 310959

CHRISTMAS SERVICES at St Peter’s, Bredhurst
Sunday 18" December

9.30am Holy Terrors
11.00am Holy Communion
3.30pm Service of Lessons and Carols

Saturday 24" December, CHRISTMAS EVE

2.00pm Holy Terrors Crib Service
3.00pm Crib Service (up to about 8 years)
4.30pm Crib Service (over 8s)

11.30pm Holy Communion

Sunday 25" December, CHRISTMAS DAY

10.00am Bethany Service
Sunday 1" January
11.00am Morning Service

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS CANDLELIT SERVICE
The Centre Mind, Body & Spirit
Farthing Corner M2 Services
December 18th - 6.30 — 9.00pm,
£2 entrance with buffet and raffle, all welcome

CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION
Rainham Methodist Church
Corner of Station Road/Wakeley Road
Saturday 24th December, 2.00pm.

Put aside the hustle and bustle of Christmas
preparations to join us for a special service to
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

All are most welcome.

INDOOR BOOT FAIR
Upchurch Village Hall First Tuesday of each month
December 6th, 10.00am — 12noon
Refreshments available
Entrance fee 20p donated to the Stroke Society
01795 428006 or 07968 792354

Berengrave Service Station

Car & Bike MOTs

Servicing — Repairs — Diagnostics
Clutches — Exhausts — Welding

666 Lower Rainham Road 01634 233619

CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PARTY |
Saturday 10th December 2.00 — 4.00pm |
Food and a gift from Father Christmas
Children up to 10 years old
Price £5
The Centre, Farthing Corner Service Area
For more information contact
June 01634 235959

THE RAINHAM LADIES CHOIR |
In Concert with the Chatham Citadel Band
of the Salvation Army
Saturday 17th December, 7.30pm
At the Royal Historical Dockyard Church
Chatham
In aid of MacMillan Nurses
Tickets £7 adults & £3 children under 10.
Tickets are available: Ring 01634 365806

or email secretarvi@rainhamlades.org.uk

'RING CHRISTMAS BELLS'
Wigmore MADS Annual Christmas Concert
St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore
Saturday 17th December at 8.00pm
Tickets: £6 & £5 concessions
available from Sue Burrows 01634 370639

SAMARITANS
Need someone to talk to? Feeling sad, low,
depressed or suicidal?
We are here 24 hours a day
7 days a week to provide you with
confidential emotional support.
Phone 01634 730981.
If you would like to chat face-to-face
you can also come into our branch in
Priory Road Strood between 9am and 10pm.
Don’t bottle it up — tell someone about it!

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
eConservatories — designed and built
eUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
eMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

FENSA MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

Curtains & Blinds |
FIMNDLAY DESIGHS

Hand Made Curtains, |

Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets




Diary 2011

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
aflepthenct.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP
Diary Copy Date: 3rd January

December 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony/Ann
01634 406634 10.00am for 5.5 miles at Boughton
Street outside the White Horse Inn. Bring snack for
mid-way break. Pub at end with meals available.

December 4th - St Margaret's Church, Rainham, 10.30am
'Christingle Service'

December 4th — Capstone Farm Country Park, Trim Trail,
8.45 —9.30am, £1 pp book in advance 01634 338191

December 4th - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923, Upchurch
Golf Club, Christmas Dinner Walk, 4 miles, no dogs

December 4th - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Meet Stephen Manning 01634 375821,
Parkwood Shops, 6 miles, undulating some lane / street
walking via Queendown Warren, no dogs

December 4th - Riverside Country Park, Tree Dressing,
11am —1pm. For accompanied children aged 5 to 12-
years-old. No need to book just turn up, £1 per child

December 5th — The Monday Hub, St Paul’s Church,
Deanwood Drive, Parkwood 10.00am - 1.00pm, lively
conversation, table tennis, scrabble and much more,
details Jennie Spalding 01634 360664,

December 5th — Rainham Wives, 8.00pm, Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, Christmas
Meal, New members of all ages very welcome, subs
£1.50 per meeting, details 01634 230639.

December 6th — Fairview Frogs parent/carers and toddler
group, every Tuesday in term time, 10.00 — 11.30am,
Fairview Community Primary School. Messy and fun
activities, £2 per family, 01634 338710 or 376270

December 6th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral
Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm United Reformed Church
(rear hall), Balmoral Road, Gillingham, Christmas Do
and planning the programme. Visitors welcome contact
Kay Buss 01634 232998

December 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, AGM
7.30pm, Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Rainham.
New members welcome, ring 366276 for details.

December 8th — Fairview Tadpoles parent/carers baby
and toddler group, every Thursday in term time, 1.15 —

2.45pm, Fairview Community Primary School. Meet
other mums for a chat and drink, £2 per family, ring
01634 338710 or 376270 for details.

December 8th — Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, tea &
chat, Hempstead Village Hall, behind All Saints
Church, 169 Hempstead Road, 2.00 - 4.00pm. New
members welcome, Phone 01634 366907

December &th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Pioneering
Debutantes to present day W Presidents - Barbara
Stevens, St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore, 2.00pm. For people over the age of
50, ring 235507 for details.

December 8th - BWAG Carol Concert, 7.30pm, St
Peter’s Church, Bredhurst, tickets £6 pp (under 16
free) only in advance from 07813 785940 or
bwag(a'vanessajones.plus.com

December 9th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost their
spouse or a close relative, join us for a cuppa and
chat, ring Julie 01634 364309 for details.

December 9th — Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society 7.15pm United Reformed Church, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham, The Victorian Ropery, Mrs. P.
Wood, details 01634 854982,

December 9th — MKAS, Christmas meeting, Bredhurst
Village Hall, Hurstwood Road second and last Friday
in the month, 7.45pm. For observing we meet on
other Fridays at the Victoria Hotel, Canterbury. More
details phone Trev on 07717 678795

December 9th — Rotary Club Christmas Float 6.00 —
8.30pm, Bettescombe- Lonsdale Broadview area.

December 10th — Rotary Club Christmas Float 9.00am -
5.00pm, Outlet Centre

December 10th - Gillingham Methodist Church, Third
Avenue, Christmas Tree Festival, 10.00am — 4.00pm
with various stalls & refreshments, Free admission.

December 10th — Children’s Christmas Party, The

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR

BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~

December 6th. March 6th 2012
Gift vouchers 4

b

: ) Find us at www.suninthewoaodcraftdays.co.uk @
) Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

Centre (by M2 Service Area) 2.00 — 4.00pm for
children up to 10 years old, food and a gift from Father
Christmas price £5, information June 01634 235959,

December 10th — Medway Folk Dance Club, Christmas
Dance, United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham 7.30 - 10.00pm. New and experienced
dancers welcome, with or without a partner for more
information ring 366189 or 388546.

December 10th - Gillingham Methodist Church, Third
Avenue, 'Big Christmas Sing' & Concert, 7.30pm for
Christian Aid, Tickets £5 01634 575139 or on the door

December 10th - Paranormal Investigation, Fort
Ambherst, Dock Road, Chatham, Activities start
9.00pm Finish 3.00am approx Medium Richard Ware
Tickets £35 Book on line, over [8"s only 01634
847747 or see www.fortamherst.com

December 1 1th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Arthur/Jan 01634 711734, 10.00 am for 8 miles at
Boughton Lees. Bring picnic lunch.

December 11th - Capstone Farm Country Park,
Memories of Capstone, 10.00am — 12noon a walk with
history of the surrounding area from 1900 onward, £1
per person, book in advance 01634 338191,

December 12th - Lions Club Santa's Sleigh Run, 6.00 —
8.15pm, Hempstead

December 12th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group for those still in employment, Millennium
Centre, Rainham, 7.15 — 9.00pm to help people who
have lost their spouse or a close relative, join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309 for details.

December 12th — Rainham Wives, Fairy Tale Bingo plus
Mince Pies, (see 5th Dec).

December [3th - Lions Club Santa's Sleigh Run, 6.00 —
8.15pm, Hempstead

December 13th — Rotary Club Christmas Float 6.00 —
8.30pm, Tufton- Berengrave — Childscroft arca

December 13th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,
7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road,
Chatham, Christmas Dinner, Visitors most welcome,
ring 01474 823606 for details.

December 14th - Lions Club Santa's Sleigh Run, 6.00 —
8.15pm, Fairview Avenue

December [4th - Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm,
Upchurch Village Hall, Christmas Party, information
ring 01795 425700 www.rainhamflowerclub.ik.com

December 14th - Rainham Poetry Group meet second
Wednesday each month, 40 Birling Avenue Rainham,

7.30 — 9.30pm. All are welcome to listen or read
poetry. Ring 01634 260228 for details.

December 14th — Bredhurst WI, 7.30pm Bredhurst
Village Hall, Entertainment by Bredhurst W1
Members, ring 01634 389966 for more details.

December 15th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Carols with
children from Fairview School and presentation of
charity cheque, (see 8th Dec).

December 15th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Music
Makers at Christmas, (see 8th Dec).

December 15th - Rainham Women Institute 1.45 —
4.00pm Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road,
Christmas Party. Visitors welcome for small entry
charge per visit, Ring 01634 366276 for details.

December 15th - Lions Club Santa's Sleigh Run, 6.00 —
8.15pm, Parkwood

December 15th — Medway Film Makers, 7.30pm, Davis
Estate Community Centre — Christmas Social, ring
01634 360401 or see www.medwayfilmmakers.com .

December 17th — Craft Sale, Millennium Centre,
Rainham, 9.30am — 12.30pm, Free entry to public.

December 1 7th - Wigmore MADS, Christmas
Concert 'Ring Christmas Bells', St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore
8.00pm, Tickets £6 (£5 concessions), 01634 370639

December 17th - Rainham Ladies Choir in Concert
with Chatham Citadel Band of the Salvation Army,
7.30pm Royal Historical Dockyard Church, Chatham
In aid of Macmillan Nurses, £7 adults, £3 under 10,
01634 365806 email sccretarvi rainhamlades.org.uk

December 17th - Granary Evangelical Church,
Qasthouse, Granary Close, Rainham - Christmas
Carol Service 3pm, free coffee & mince pies 01634
310959

December 17th — Rotary Club Christmas Float 9.00am —
5.00pm, Rainham Precinct

December | 7th — Medway Folk Dance Club, Christmas
Ceilidh, (see 10th Dec).

December 17th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way. Christmas Dance — ticket only
7.30 - 11.00pm. Enquiries 01634 363738 email
s.collins02¢@btinternet.com

December 18th — Capstone Farm Country Park,
Mountain Bike Trail, 8.45 — 9.30am, ride the trail to
better your lap times. A short trail with some big hills
and ramps, £1 per person, book 01643 338191.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS
s Freeview
* Freesat Dishes Installed
* Extra TV/SKY Points
* TV Wall Mounting Service
* Free Estimates
Call Nick 07949 588464
Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

(01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3MA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant
bwith all new legislation, FAB accredited care
provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com|

K.Gillard W A.C. Domestics LOGS
) reg. 206985
Interior & Exterior TURF
Decorator | |7ni oy
# Plastering # Tiling Service, repar and
Established 30 years installation of gas central LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
NO JOB TOO SMALL heating, boilers, lires, gas and UNDERTAKEN
FREE ESTIMATES electric cookers. LANDSC":‘:’IE;T]PPLIES
Tel: (01634) 263817 1622 730960 / 07799887754
Mobile: 07850 996832 y 01634 263700
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] A ID CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

z +  Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham. R

Kent MER 7EG
Tel: (634 375222
Fax: 01634 371318 + Payroll

E Mail: admin@jadaccountants.co.uk * Audit

www. jadaccountants.co.uk Associated Services

= Tax
Book-keeping

Craniosacral Therapist

Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including:

neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches ]
stress & anxiety

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456
Email: sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk &
Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Qudlified technician. References available

DO IT4 U home improvements|handyman

Bathrooms # Clackrooms # Kitchens » Tiling » Radiators
Sockets # Fooring # Lighting # Blinds
Small jobs welcome!
Call Rob now for a free estimate!
07759 635678 | www.doit4u.org

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

. a—  —

GREG =
BRYANT BZIST
CONSTRUCTION LTJD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
NABC P e

01634 231321

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Est 13 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexology—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — lash & Brow Tinting
Email: sallytether@live co.uk
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

...... Bookings only...
Airports—-Hospitals-Days/Nights oOut
Nightclubs—Friendly and Reliable

*  Gatwick from £55.00 *
B* Heathrow from £75.00 *

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S & R.S.1.
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.

Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.

Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available

PANTOMIME
The Oasthouse Theatre
Rainham Theatrical Society
Stratford Lane, Off High Street, Rainham
Jack & The Beanstalk
A family panto by Jack Homewood
January 6th.7.13.14.19.20.21.27 & 28th
Curtain up at 8.00pm with matinees every
Saturday at 2.00pm & 5.00pm
Tickets available on 0844 8793224 or on line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

This traditional family pantomime is packed full of
comedy, music and colourful costumes. Will Dame

Hubbard find the rent money to pay the Squire or
will she really have to sell Dolly the cow? Will Jack
overcome the wicked Giant to marry the princess?

Come to the Oasthouse this January to find out!
A family of 4 (2 adults & 2 children) will pay just
£28! So book now and enjoy a great evening of
family entertainment. Oh yes you will!

UPCHURCH HAND BELL RINGERS

Looking for new members of all ages to come and
join us

Why not see how the group works?

We meet every Tuesday evening 7.30pm

For more details call Pete Boakes on 01634 230805,
ACCORDION CLUB

The nearest accordion clubs I can find are
Canterbury in one direction and Bromley in the
other. As there is an accordion teacher in Rainham I
am assuming there will be some budding players of
all ages and abilities in this local area. I would like to
start a Medway Accordion Club to be based in the
Rainham area with a practice initially once a month
at a local venue (to be arranged).

The only criteria for joining will be an interest in
playing and improving ones ability on the accordion.
To find out more detmls plutsn, contact Alan via
email on picsound77 7@ blucyonder.co.uk or call
07851 533944

WINTER SOLSTICE
A Magical Celebration with candles, evergreens,
mulled wine, music and an ancient Mummers play
"The Oak King and The Holly King"
21st December, 7.30pm
The Centre, M2 Medway Motorway Service Area
Rainham MES 8PQ
ring 01634 366944 for more information.

FOLK CLUB IN RAINHAM
Learn Basic Chords at a beginners Guitar Course -
one hour a week for 6 weeks
January 6th — February 17th, 7.30pm
Call Bill for more information 01634 363310
Donations to Folk Clubs at Station Road Qast House

HEMPSTEAD VALLEY CAROL CONCERT
Sunday 11th December, from 4.45pm

Sing your favourite carols with school children from
local schools and members of local churches,
accompanied by the Medway Band.

We welcomes all ages and faiths to this traditional
carol concert. Please note that the centre is open for
the carol concert, all stores closed during the event.
Last year a record number of over 300 people filled
the mall outside M&S in the shopping centre to sing
a programme of traditional favourites. Parents,
relatives and guests will be welcomed by Rev Allan
Smith of New Life Community Church, Gillingham.
The Medway Band will be playing outside the centre
(close to Argos main entrance) throughout the day
on Sunday 1 1th December.

THE RSPB MEDWAY LOCAL GROUP TALK,
December 20th, 7.30 - 10.00pm, Admission £3.00.
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham,
Grumpy Birding - Bo Boelens
www.medway-rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

PARANORMAL INVESTIGATIONS
Fort Amherst, Dock Road, Chatham
Saturday 10th December
Arrive 8.30pm Activities start 9.00pm
Finish 3.00am approx
Medium Richard Ware Are YOU Brave Enough?
Tickets only £35
Book on line over 18’s only
For more information ring 01634 847747
or see www.fortamherst.com

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

18urs experience
« FUll Installation Service « Worktop Jointing
« AllMajor Brands = Competitive Prices

» Larae Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient priendiy, Rellable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

e Plumbing
1. 12 1. & Heating

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer
Installation » Maintenance » Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires « Bathrooms « All general plumbing

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING

No Job too small— free estimates

* Power Flushing Neil Mace
Corgi Registered No. 205861 19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633
01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306 Ralnharm 07792 244 315
7




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR NOVEMBER

In the autumn, as the days shorten and temperatures
fall, deciduous trees begin to shed their leaves. They
do this because, once the ground becomes frozen, they
would continue to lose water by evaporation from
their broad leaves but would not be able to replace
that water from the ground. Trees standing on their
own tend to lose their leaves sooner than trees in
woods, where there is some shelter from the blustery
autumn winds and where the climate is a little
warmer. In November [ visited four local woods in
order to witness the remaining signs of autumn. They
were Ambley, East Hoath, Fox Burrow and South
Woods, all owned by Medway Council. All four
woods are growing on clay soils with flint, on a deep
bed of chalk, and the flora and fauna of each wood are
therefore much the same.

All deciduous woods generally consist of four layers,
namely, the ground layer, the herb layer, the shrub
layer and the tree layer. The ground layer of each of
the four woods 1 visited is mainly covered by dead
leaves, among which live beetles, earthworms,
woodlice, centipedes and millipedes. Fallen branches,
cut timber and tree stumps, all slowly rotting away
into the ground, are covered in moss, lichens or fungi.
The latter includes crumble cap, which is often seen
growing on rotten stumps. Two fungi found on the
ground, especially under beech trees, are cep or penny
bun and the yellow coloured Chanterelle.

The herb layer of a deciduous wood is represented by
flowers and ferns. By the winter, the woodland
flowers may have lost all of their above-ground
growth and survive the coldest season as subterranean
bulbs or tubers. Some flowers leave no vegetative
structure at all and persist through the winter months
only as seeds. Dogs mercury, wood anemones and
bluebells can be seen growing in all four woods in the
spring. These three plants indicate that the four woods
are of ancient origin. Butchers' broom, a prickly
evergreen shrub, which was once used to sweep out
butchers' shops, can also be seen in the four woods
throughout the year and this plant is another reliable
indicator of ancient woodland. Many ferns, too, are

evergreen and remain standing in the shelter of
woods in the winter. Those that do die down, such as
bracken, provide a thick warm shelter for numerous
small animals, whether hibernating or not.

The shrub layer in each of the four woods consist

of hazel, bramble, holly, hawthorn and great

sallow, among other shrubs. The yellow catkins

of the many great sallow or pussy willow trees in
Fox Burrow Wood are very noticeable in March

as one travels Deanwood Drive. The shrub layer

is where birds such as warblers nest in spring.

The tree layer in the four local woods consists
mainly of oak, horn beam, beech, cherry, ash and
sweet chestnut. The large and prominent fungus
called beefsteak can be seen growing on these
deciduous trees. South Wood (which lies between
Hempstead and Capstone Roads) contains the most
cherry trees which, during my November visit, were
still draped in autumnal splendour -leaves of red and
yellow. In the past, the four woods were
commercially managed for their timber. Oak was
used for the building of ships and timber framed
houses, beech for furniture, coppiced sweet chestnut
for hop and fencing poles and coppiced hornbeam
for charcoal. These days, large scale clearance takes
place only in East Hoath Wood where overgrown
coppiced sweet chestnut and hornbeam trees are cut
down in order to bring light and plant life to the
woodland floor. There is apparently little demand
for felled coppiced timber.

During my autumnal visit to the four woods I came
across just one species of wild mammal, the grey
squirrel., Wood pigeons were plentiful in all of the
woods but I also saw or heard wrens, robins and
blackbirds and, particularly in Fox Burrow Wood,
jays. In East Hoath Wood I noted an old nuthatch
nesting hole in an oak tree. The birds had used mud
to reduce the diameter of the hole to just their own
size. Woods in the autumn (and winter) can appear
lifeless and silent but one can occasionally meet, as 1
did in Ambley Wood, a feeding party of long tailed,
blue and great tits, keeping in touch which each
other by means of constant calls, Very soon the flock
moves on and one is left, once again, in the quietness
of the wood in autumn.

Joe Ennis

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
IDomestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of]
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Fdobile: 07775 423744

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
® 01634 374502 [
07923 618033 ﬂ

G E DRIVING

SCHOOL OF MOTORING
Ged East D.S.A. A.D.I.

Sunningdale Drive
Rainham
Kent ME8 9EQ

GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

Boarding
Cattery

nea { ‘] F
/ /I/:‘ . 3 .ﬁ\
Owner FABtrained LD U™
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appaintment enly please.
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276306
Email; catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

RECREATION GROUND part 2

Continued from November 2011

Rainham Cricket Club first played at the Rainham
Recreation Ground in 1890, and other cricket clubs,
including Rainham Ladies, the Rainham Brotherhood
and Rainham F.C.'s cricket team used the ground
during the 1920s. At this period there was
considerable trouble with the cesspools in Rainham,
with that at the Rec. attracting particular comment. It
had an area of twelve square feet and was four feet
deep, but was obviously inadequate. A correspondent
wrote that 'Although recently emptied it has rapidly
refilled so that liquid runs down the adjacent
roadway, with deposits floating on it... And since the
wooden cover was neither water nor airtight, 'a stench
permeates the whole vicinity'. The letter was written
in August, and in October the Parish council was
considering the erection of a new Public Lavatory at
the Rec. at a cost of £60.

Local football teams regularly held matches at the
Rec., but Rainham Juniors F.C. were granted special
permission to play there on Christmas morning in

1918 in order to raise money for St Bartholomew's
Hospital. Unfortunately an account of the mateh is
not available, for by 1918 wartime austerities had
restricted the East Kent Gazette to only a few pages.
The Sports reports had to be omitted.

Councillors had been made aware in 1902 that
gambling had taken place at the Rainham Cycling
Club's Sports some years earlier, and a special clause
had subsequently been inserted into letting
agreements which forbade it. Permission was even
required from the Parish Council for the sale of
'Flanders poppies' by the Ivy Leaf Club at the Rec. on
Saturday 10th November 1923.

The large open space also provided the venue for
Hospital Fetes. In August 1926 St Bartholomew's
was the beneficiary of the proceeds of an event
organised in association with The Macklands Arms
P.H. The Mayor of Rochester opened the
proceedings, of which the highlight was perhaps the
Webb Cup Competition for local fire brigades.
Rainham was about to receive its new fire engine. and
it was thought that the demonstrations by numerous
Kent brigades would 'ginger up the young men of
Rainham' and persuade them to volunteer to join the
local team.The weather was fine, and a thousand

numbers were slightly lower than had been hoped
because of an important football match at
Gillingham.
Early the following year at a Parish Council
meeting Chief Fire Officer Keutenius asked that
keys to both the Fire Station and the gate of the
Recreation Ground be given to the Police to be kept
at the Police house in Station Road. They were
often notified of a fire 10-15 minutes before the
firemen reached their station in Webster Road, so
could minimise delay by opening the doors.
It is not clear why the key to the Rec. was needed,
unless the pump was still kept there (as it had been
prior to 1920).

RAD

BROMPTON RESEARCH OPEN DAY
The Brompton Research Study Group — led by local
volunteers - is looking for memories of Brompton.
If you visited, worked or lived in Brompton, near
Chatham, in the ‘40s, *50s or *60s (or earlier) please
come along to a drop-in session on 13th January
2012, between 1.30 and 3.30pm, at the Royal
Engineers Museum, Library and Archive, Prince
Arthur Road, Chatham. Or, if you know anyone
who fits the bill, please encourage them to attend -
there’s no need to book, and refreshments will be
provided. This session is part of a bigger project
exploring what it was like to live in Brompton from
the age of sail onwards. For more information on
the open session or the project as a whole, please
contact Nicola Moy on 01634 334319
or chathamworldheritage@medway.gov.uk.

MEDWAY FESTIVAL
of Music Speech and Drama
has published its syllabus for the
2012 Festival, to be held on March 3 1st
at Fort Pitt Grammar School
Special classes available to commemorate the
bi-centenary of the birth of Charles Dickens, and
the Olympic Games
Closing date for entries 31st January 2012
Syllabus available from The Secretary,
Margaret Holtby 01634 844122

www.medwayfestival.co.uk

people attended, although the reporter remarked that Email: medwayfestivalofmsd@hotmail.co.uk
TTREEMANAGEMENT  =mmm | T DH MIHIER =
e Fora?.H'PTf!:]b_'nLgEszv' (\_
- STUMP GRINDING your Plumbi ices .
+ PLANTING LI N DSA haahe HELP is on its way
+ MULCH _, UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
- FIREWOOD & COMPANY BOILER EXCHANGES
< POWER FLUSHING
TREE SURGEONS | |~ LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
TEL/FAX 01634 366923 01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Fte.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.

Munn Academy of Dance
=g, - Pupils from age 2yrs to professional -,

Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner L.D.T.A.

Medway 234168

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING =

PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance. freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE » FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

[ ./ Builders &
/I Decorators

Reasoning

EXTENSIONS + GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING * GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

11+ Preparation

Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand
Ak

Effective tnon for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school

selection tests in Medway and Kent

05602 538 882
(local call rates) MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL COMMIERCIALYS
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Instituie of Carpenters

TOPQUALITY AV COMPETTTIVE
RATES

Mobhile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
* Member of Gas Safety Register

« All Boiler Servicing & Repair Specialists

Maintenance ake Roller Doors
Mew .‘S\'h1c{|'1:suTl;li(!1:L’l; poi [OAP Discounts 2 All aspects of
L: i n lautomation Fair Trader tree work
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports Al Up& Overs inel stume grindk
+ Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & Side Hung Doors p g ing
Serviced American Style Sectional Free quotations
* 24hr Emergency Service with Insurance Approved :
NO CALL OUT FEE 01 634 387701 Joel Sims

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

GARAGE DOORS

South East Garage Doors
15 Years Experience

Available Monday — Saturday
www.south-east-garage-doors.co.uk

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

11 Megby Close Rainham MEB 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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Diary 2011 & 2012

December 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Graham
07989 753278 10.00am for 8.5 miles at St Mary's
Church near Burham. Bring picnic lunch, Pub at end.

December 18th - Granary Evangelical Church,
Qasthouse, Granary Close, - Christmas Carol Service
10.30am, free coffee & mince pies.01634 310959

December 18th - Lions Club Santa's Sleigh Run, 6.00 -
8.15pm, Parkwood

December 18th — Special Christmas Candlelit Service,
The Centre Mind, Body & Spirit, Farthing Corner M2
Services, 6.30 — 9.00pm, £2 entrance with buffet and
raffle, all welcome.

December 18th - St Margaret's Church, Rainham,
6.30pm 'Carols by Candlelight'

December 18th - St Peter’s, Bredhurst, 3.30pm Service
of Lessons and Carols

December 19th — The Monday Hub (see 5th Dec).

December 19th - Lions Club Santa's Sleigh Run, 6.00
8.15pm, Kenilworth Drive

December 19th - Rainham Evening Women’s Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham, Christmas
Party, competition Brocade, ring 372282

December 20th - Riverside Country Park, Santa at the
Park, 1 - 4pm. every child who meets Santa will get a
small prize. Book in advance 01634 337432 before
I 1th December, £2.50 per child.

December 20th - Lions Club Santa's Sleigh Run, 6.00
8.15pm, Cheriton Road

December 20th - RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 10.00pm, £3.00,
Grumpy Birding - Bo Boelens

December 21st — Capstone Farm Country Park, Santa at
the Park, (see 20th Dec Riverside 01634 338191).

December 21st - Lions Club Santa's Sleigh Run, 6.00
8.15pm, Lower Beechings

December 21st - A Magical Winter Solstice
Celebration with candles, evergreens, mulled wine,
music and an ancient Mummers play "The Oak King

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trater

and The Holly King", 7.30pm, The Centre, Medway
Motorway Services, 01634 366944

December 21st — Wigmore WI, 7.30pm, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Christmas
party, 2nd birthday party and entertainment, Visitors
welcome ring 01634 263405 for details.

December 21st — Bredhurst Garden Club, Christmas
Dinner 7.00pm, ring 01634 233554 for details.

December 22nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, Informal
Meeting, (see 8th Dec).

December 22nd — Rotary Club Christmas Float 6.00 —
&.30pm, Marshall — Durham — Edwin Road area

December 24th - St Peter’s, Bredhurst, Christmas
Eve, 2.00pm Holy Terrors Crib Service, 3.00pm
Crib Service (up to about § years), 4.30pm Crib
Service (over 8s), [1.30pm Holy Communion

December 24th - St Margaret's Church, Rainham,
1.30pm & 4.00pm 'Crib Service' 11.30pm 'Midnight
Mass' with carols from 11.00pm

December 24th - Christmas Eve Communion Rainham
Methodist Church, Corner of Station Road/Wakeley
Road, 2.00pm. All are most welcome.

December 25th - St Margaret's Church, Rainham,
9.30am 'Family Communion’

December 25th - 5t Peter’s, Bredhurst, Christmas
Day, 10.00am Bethany Service

December 28th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike
9.30am for 8 miles Bredhurst commuter Car Park
for a linear bus pass walk to Maidstone

December 3 1st — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way. New Years Eve Dance — ticket
only 7.30pm — 12.30am. Enquiries 01634 363738
email s.collins02q btinternet.com

January st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geoff
07525 161766, 11.00am for 3.5 miles New Years
Day walk at Otford for a Family Cruise around the
Solar System. Meet and park in the free Car Park
opposite The Bull PH Otford.

January 5th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Bingo, (see
8th Dec).

January 5th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Games, tea
& chat, (see 8th Dec).

ADP Building & Carpentry Ltd

For all your Building and Carpentry
Needs. No Job Too Small
Free Quotes
Contact ADP on

01634 234371 or 07590 322 662

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
(over 30 years' experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564




STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

Double Glazing &

Garage Doors Specialists
01634 313821

Upve Windows Doors & Conservatories
Repairs ~ Entrance Gates ~ Automation

Garage Doors ~ Fascia & Soffit s
10 Year Guarantees on all products @

www kent-home-improvements co.uk

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NC JOB TCO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
Domestic Installer

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you
01634 544544 (s Biict

www.mybrief.com Folicironk

w WY (0SS

. - -
‘ASCIAS * SOFFITS * BARGEBOARDS + CLADDING * GUTTERING

Remaval of Old Timber
Maintenance Free Extenors
Fuli Ventilation with Sird Guard

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road. Rainham, Kent ME2 OLJ

Bredhurst Bodyshop
Car & commercial - Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

01634 264753

Linwood

Home Electronics
GET READY FOR DIGITAL - SERVICE & REPAIR
Retune & Set up * Digital Aerials / satellite
Out of warranty repairs {all brands) * Accessories

70 Station Road, Rainham. 01634 230261
www.linwoodhe.com

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS

All aspects of decorating and small
building works undertaken including Block
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 _

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services

Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gales made fo measure,
Mowing weekly—Tfortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job tao small

Prompt and Reliable Service]

Diary 2012

January 6th — Learn basic Guitar Chords,7.30pm free
lessons at Folk Club at The Oast, Station Road
Community Centre, ring Bill 01634 363310 for details.

January 6.7.13.14.19.20.21.27 & 28th — Oasthouse
Theatre, Rainham “Jack & The Beanstalk™ A family
panto by Jack Homewood, Curtain up 8.00pm, matinees
every Saturday 2.00 & 5.00pm, Tickets 0844 8793224
or on line @ www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

January 7th — Medway Folk Dance Club, New Year
Dance, (see 10th Dec).

January 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike
10.00am for 6 miles Meet and park commuter Car Park
just north of Bredhurst. Walk via Bredhurst Hurst,
Scragged Oak Road and Monkdown Wood. Pub at end.

January 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923, Sharnal Street, 6
miles via High Halstow and Cooling, fairly flat but two
casy hills, lovely views, Dogs OK

January 9th — The Monday Hub, (see 5th Dec).

January 10th - Medway Antique and Collectors' Club,
Nelson, Hero and Man (see 13th Dec).

January 11th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Arthur/Jan
01634 711734 10.00am for 6 miles walk, meet at
Mereworth Church. Walk through Hurst Wood, Gover
Hill and West Peckham. Pub at end

January 11th - Bredhurst W1, Ms Lucy Allen - Titanic to
Harry Potter (see 14th Dec).

January 12th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Journalism at the
BBC - Clive Lawrence, (see 8th Dec).

Security Installation
and Maintenance

* CCTV & Intruder Alarms
* Fire Alarms

= Access Control t 01634 387762
« Automated Gates/Barriers m 07711 082415.

Total Security Services

January 13th — Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Soc Rochester Bridge, The Bridge Wardens (see 9th)
January 13th — Learn basic Guitar Chords, (see 6th Jan)
January 15th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Pete/Kate 07751 879003 10.00am for 6.5 miles walk
at Cliffe. Meet and park in the RSPB Car Park at end
of Salt Lane by Bretts Brickworks.
January 15th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923, Upper
Halling, 4.5 miles some steep hills, Dogs OK
January 16th — Rainham Wives, New Year Party, (5th
January 17th — GHS Floral Art Group, Members
Choice workshop with Carol Lane. (see 6th Dec).
January 18th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Mr Wilf Lower
- Hlustrated Talk *Medway Tales from the Dividing
River’ (see 21st Dec).
January 19th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Entertainment
by Kingfisher Singers, (see 8th Dec).
January 20th — Learn basic Guitar Chords, (see 6th Jan)
January 21st — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 10th).
January 22nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Roger Norman 01634 232404, South
Park, Armstrong Road, Maidstone, 5 miles varied
terrain along Loose Valley, Dogs OK

January 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike
07855 929404 10.00am for 8.2 miles walk at
Aylesford. Bring pienic lunch for midway break,

January 27th — Medway Geographical Society, Adult
Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham, 7.30 —
9.00pm ‘A Trip to the Dolomites and
Oberammagau’- Tony Mitchell, All Welcome, For
more information contact 01634 362683

LW Decorating

20 years experience

For a professional and friendly service
Call Louis on 07792 240041

65 Norman Close, Wigmore, Kent MEE 0TQ

rchard Windeows

Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - Irench Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches

Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors

6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MIES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

No.1 ALTERNATIVE TO KENNELS

\n{ 2 Dogs stay in select private homes
f.,a’,,;h % Holiday tailored to meet dog's needs
Iyl &

One to one care. Est.11 years.

Please call Sally Hall on 01634 577483

www.barkingmad.uk.com




Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month
Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

BOOK BINDING / REPAIR

Have your special book bound /
repaired. Mead Bindings Ltd.

Call: 07866258915 or 01634 260808

Medway PLUMBING & Drainage
Leaks, bursts & repairs. 24 hr call out.

No job too small. Medway Fair Trader.

Call 01634 301711

YOUR DOG WALKED
when you are at work. Very
experienced. Phone 01634260196,

MOBILE BEAUTY THERAPIST
Emma 07592 569 636
www. beauty-treats-at-home.co.uk

FRENCH & ENGLISH CLASSES
Medway Languages Centre offers
small friendly adult classes taught by
qualified tutors at different levels.
Spanish beginners coming soon.
Classes at Nucleus Arts in Chatham.
For information call 07890 787 423 or
visit www.medwaylanguages.org.uk
"TAI CHI' FOR HEALTH.

Gentle exercise for relaxation & stress
reduction Classes Rainlmm Upchurch
& Hempstead. Free "Taster Classes"
Call David or Maria on 01634 365069

INDOOR BOOTFAIR Tables £6
Upchurch Village Hall. First Tues of
the month 10am - 12 noon. Bookings
01795 428006 or 07968 792354

PMA GARDENING SERVICES
would like to wish all our customers,
a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Phil and Hazel
SMOKING PIPES WANTED
any condition, cash paid.
Tony 01634 263375/ 07743 653 575
GUITAR TUITION
Qualified, experienced specialist in
teaching adults. 01634 376608,
RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,

pIammu dlsx!_mL tidying.
01634 309822

SCOUT HUT, Wigmore available
for daytime hire. Competitive rates.
Further details Jim 01634 388126
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher, 20+ vears
experience. Phone 01634 378199.
LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established

qualil)' Rainham [ ﬂmranm
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service, 01634 378763,

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

GET SLIM FOR CHRISTMAS,
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 6pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

YOGA Classes IDANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634
317463 Website www. freed-om.co.uk
MAN & VAN at competitive rates,
David 01634 365427

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Margaret 01634 233270

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / (796 3842 503

PIANO / KEYBOARD LESSONS
Classical — Contemporary. Theory &
practical exams available. Please call
Sheryl 07935 860 560

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388. Mob 07743 128240

Fully Qualified ELECTRICIAN
Friendly and Reliable service. All
electrical work undertaken. No call out
charge. All works fully insured and
guaranteed. NICEIC fully Approved.
Part P registered. Contact lan on 07977
432799,

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977,

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 200 litre Grower Bales of
Peat £14.00. Meresborough Nursery,
Medway 231639,

MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 /07930 378834.
ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 16 years® experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member. 01634 365453

NEED A PLUMBER?

For that small job or annoying leak
01634 234149 /mobile 07960 111 266
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720.

D.B. VEHICLE RECOVERY

Short or long distances. Sensible rates.
Scrap cars wanted for cash, Scrap metal
also taken. (07836 585911.

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799,

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, I come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.
CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2V2to 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574,

Sparkles GLITTER PARTIES 4 all
NEW! Trendy Toenail Wraps. 376270
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &

pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202

RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No |0h too small. Over 30 years’
experience. 07712 760 147

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping. Topping, IILd"c
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates [or a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow”, Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
MATHS TUITION to GCSE and

A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years” experience. 01634 234732,
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ACCORDION TUITION

Roger Letley 01634 230434

C & JCLEARANCE

Houses, garages, lofis, sheds & gardens
cleared, Individual items or unnpku.
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
efficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& friendly service.Free estimates No job
too small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. (01634 261749 Mobile 078127
34570707970 759404

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on (11634 328537.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1lam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3-
11 vrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Tots’nAll (pre
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (school years1-53) 6.15. Fri
Club Extra (school years 7-10) 7.30
Visitors welcome. Pastor Rev T,
Wood. 01634 388187,
LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217,

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day, Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.

Patios, du.kmL (Iulm&hlnlnl available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on
01795 842097 or 07811 606988
INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

079580 72928

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Mectings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julic 07983 397 439
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly housebound.
Dentures made and repaired. Free of
charge for people receiving guaranteed
pension credit or income support. Tel.
8425606 (surgery hours).

T DISTRIBUTION

-aflets distributed with The Net
magazine for £25 plus VAT per 1000.
Anywhere in Medway, Swale or
Maidstone. Details 01634 310011,
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
Kitchen available for hire. Disabled
acecess and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350,

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood’s book “150 Not Out™ is a
history of the club 1856 to 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by
Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps etc with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21 Station
Road, Rainham. For mail order for all
three books please call AMM Books on
01634 310011,

CRAFT MARKET

Next date DECEMBER 17th
9.00am—12.30pm

Millennium Centre, Rainham
Proceeds to St Margaret's Church
FREE Entry to the public
Future Markets:
January 21st and February 18th

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

Apprenticeship served

LADY
DECORATOR

HKaren /

Spooner F
- ‘»

Fully qualified with :“%"

20 years " experience

All aspeets of decorating undertaken

Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 016341 233815

Mobile: 0778 0310 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill.




JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation
MEDWAY 374028
Mobile: 07810 583 882

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Browse amongst our constantly changing
selection of good quality used Books
Now in stock for Excellent
Christmas Presents

New Bargain Books
at Fantastically Low Prices

All profits support St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
between 8.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday

Hallett’s

Plumbing & dfe

Heating Chris Halletr
CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MEB ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

¢ s/éfe

Est. 1571

REPAIRS. GUTTERING. VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

tortos csmates eionne 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

abllity dutlet
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
part exchange, deliver, train, fix.

Mability Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more

7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG .
Tel 01634 375537 I

CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind
Manufacturers Ltd

D

Made to Free Quotation and Merticals

JMeasure Curtains Fitting Service Rollers

T Visit Showroom Unit 8 e —
Roman Blinds Invicta Business Centre

Veneatian

Bredgar Rd, Gillingham =
(near McDonalds, Conservatory
Beechings Way) | _Awnings
01634 817807 | —,. .-

Tracks and Poles

Wide Range of
Fabrics

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience,

Call Scott
07515 630545 or 01795 841387

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Dinectors

A private family owned and run business
* Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available

SATTY

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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