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A view of Rainham High Street pre World War Il as the railings can still be seen around the War
Memorial. However little else changed between this photograph and the 1960s and this is as Colin
Macgregor remembers the scene as we continue his regular childhood Sunday walk on page 9.
Barclays Bank moved from their original position beyond Rainham Post Office to this site in the mid
1930s. For many years W. C. Guthrie (House Furnisher) and George H. Ward & Partners (Estate
Agents) traded in the two shops beneath the bank offices before Barclays reclaimed the lock up shops
and expanded in the late 1960s. The International Stores have the heavy white blinds and the car is
parked outside the bakers W. J. Cremer & Sons.
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Editorial

Until 1965 August bank holiday was celebrated on the
first Monday of the month. This was changed to the
last Monday. according to some reports because of a
run of exceptionally bad weather in the late 50s and
early 60s at the beginning of August, other accounts
suggest the later date split the time between the Whit
Monday and Christmas bank holidays more evenly.
However it has been noted in the press this week that
out of the 46 August holidays since 1965 35 have
suffered bad if not appalling weather conditions
highlighted in 1986 by the remnants of hurricane
Charlie which swept up the English Channel that
weekend complete with devastating winds and
torrential rain. I remember it well as we were in Guide
Camp on top of the cliffs at Dover at the time.

Bank Holidays were first introduced in 1871 with only
four written into the Act (Easter Monday, Whit
Monday, August and Boxing Day) Christmas Day and
Good Friday were traditional days of rest so it was not
considered necessary to include them. In 1971 the
experiment of fixing Whit Monday to the last Monday
of May and moving the August date became law,
quickly followed in 1974 by the introduction of New
Years Day and in 1978 of the first Monday in May as
additional holiday dates in the calendar. In view of the
weather record for recent years perhaps it is time to
revert to early August and possibly switching the early
May date to the October half term week. This would
spread the bank holidays more evenly over the year
and also end the situation in spring when Easter is
followed often only a week or two later by another
holiday disrupting the schools as they return for a new
term. Food for thought and as we have had no changes
in over 30 years perhaps a review is overdue.
However whatever the weather now is the time to
make the most of the warm summer days. [ am
pleased that walking as a regular exercise is now
recommended to all ages. The National Walking for
Health Campaign (01634 331371) have short guided
walks on most days of the week in our area. This is an
excellent way to start on the path to fitness and
eventually progress to the more challenging outings
organised by the local walking groups which we
advertise in our diary pages. Walking not only gets
your body functioning more efficiently but also gives
mental stimulus and fresh air and all for free! Why not
give it a try - you can join a group or set off on your
own - we have plenty of interesting local walks to

choose from. Have a very good month until we are
back with you again in October.

Correspondence

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLASSES FOR
CHILDREN
Dear Editor,

Classes will resume in September for children from 7
to 15 years. Anyone is welcome, you do not have to be
Scottish or have Scottish connections, only a wish to
dance.

The pupils are taught the steps and formations for
Scottish Country Dances and may be entered for the
RSCDS Medal Tests when the appropriate standard is
reached.

The children, and their parents, are encouraged to
take part in some of the activities arranged by the
Medway and District Caledonian Association which
are suitable for less experienced dancers.

Classes are held on Friday evenings at Wakeley Road
in Rainham and cost £2 per session, payable in
advance for the 10 week term.

For further details, contact Mrs. Margaret Anne
Robertson 01634 304372. For details of adult classes,
visit www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk.

Yours sincerely
Barbara Meade

A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE
Dear Editor,

I read with interest “A Trip Down Memory Lane’
especially the hole that appeared outside Beveridge
The Chemist. I vividly remember the fencing round it
and being very frightened when walking by. I was
born in 1942 and grew up in Rainham and remember
the houses with very long gardens between Quinnell
Street and Beveridges. One of the houses was a
‘Milliners” and hats were on display in the front room
window. My grandmother, who lived in Station Road,
used to buy her hats there.

I must add that just before you get to Lloyds TSB
(probably where the Tattoo Shop is) was the original
Police Station. Mr Brailey, who lived in Longley
Road, was the local ‘bobbie’ who patrolled Rainham
on a bicycle. Both Mr Brailey and the bicycle seemed
huge!

Yours sincerely

Ms Jacky Caston (nee Barton)

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM

Dear Editor,

Could I make one slight amendment to the Editorial
concerning the history of the site called Durrell Place.
I also can recall Durells garage opposite the old Gas
Showrooms. Can [ just point out that the pre-fab
buildings formerly the Marlborough Unit was in fact
initially, before being the Orchard Street School
Canteen, overspill classrooms mainly for the senior
boys. My last classroom in 1949 was in one of
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these buildings. In 1949 those of us, and there were
many, wanting a midday school dinner still had to
make the long walk to old Mrs Barretts canteen at the
Council School along Solomon Road as we and
generations before us had, showing our clean or not so
clean hands to Mrs Barrett as we entered her wooden
hutted domain. 1’'m sure many of us can remember her
angelic voice “Say your grace dears’ after a volley of
*Sit up straight, Arms folded, Stop talking that boy’!

[ was also interested in Maidstone Road once being
Bredhurst Lane. [ was born in one of the cottages
opposite the old Post Office in 1934. My birth
certificate clearly states Maidstone Road. It is like
Station Road was I believe once called White Horse
Lane.

Yours sincerely

John K Austin

14, Sandown Drive
MONDAY HUB
Dear Editor
The Monday Hub continues to meet at St Paul's
Church in Parkwood (Long Catlis Road, MES
9PN) between 10.00am and 1.00pm. The following
dates have been confirmed: 3rd and 17th Oct, 7th and
21st Nov, 5th and 19th Dec, 9th and 23rd Jan, 2012
When people ask us who The Hub is for, we say, "it's
for anyone who would like to join in the
conversation."
We are a diverse group of people - some are
carers, they come alone or with their loved ones. We
have a mum on maternity leave, grandparents
sometimes call in with their charges (there are toys
and activities for accompanied, pre-school
children) people who work shifts, are retired,
unemployed, or unwell. Everyone is welcome.
If you are free on the Monday mornings listed
above, why not come along, start your week with the
Monday Hub? You could make up a four to play
whist, play table tennis, read the paper, tackle the
crossword, drink tea and coffee (all free) and meet
new people. Maybe you can share a burden or lend a
helping hand? Why not call in before (or after) you
visit the health centre or do your shopping in
Parkwood? You will be very welcome.
If you would like to speak to somebody first, do phone
Jennie Spalding on 360664 and somebody will arrange
to meet you at the door.

Yours sincerely, The Monday Hub Team

I |
ability Qutlet
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
part exchange, deliver, frain, fix.

Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more |
7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG

Tel 01634 375537 |

QUIZ NIGHT
Dear Editor,
Medway Neighbourhood Watch Association are
holding a Quiz Night on Friday 23rd September,
doors open 7pm for a 7.30pm start at the United
Services Club, High Street, Rainham, which has a
licensed bar, good facilities and parking nearby.
Tickets, which must be booked in advance, cost £8
per person (sorry, adults only) for teams of up to 6.
The price includes a buffet, together with tea, coffee
and biscuits, to book phone 01634 792131.

Yours sincerely,

Maria Jarvis Vice Chairman

Medway Neighbourhood Watch Association
www.medwaynwa.co.uk

LOCAL ART EXHIBITION

During September local botanical artist Wynne
Prescott will be exhibiting her work at Rainham
Library in Birling Avenue, Rainham. Wynne paints a
variety of botanical subjects including flowers, fruit
and vegetables and has just completed and passed a
two and half year course with the Society of
Botanical Artists. Her work will also be on display at
the Craft Exhibition at the Millennium Centre in
Rainham on October 8th, for more information
www.rodwynnef@hotmail.co.uk or 01634 234734,

HARVEST TEA

The partners of The Lions Club of Gillingham are
holding Harvest Teas for Senior Citizens of the
district on Sundays, 2nd and 23rd October, 3.30 -
6.00pm in The Millennium Centre, Rainham. We
would particularly like to invite elderly people who
either live alone or do not have the opportunity to get
out very often. Please apply for a free invitation to
Mrs Brenda Woodrow, Flat 1 Macklands House,
Station Road, Rainham ME8 7QX, 01634 379062 or
Mrs Yvonne Iles on 01634 373840. Transport can be
arranged. We look forward to seeing you there.

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
eConservatories — designed and built
elUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew energy rated “A"” uPVC windows & doors
eMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive guote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

FENSA MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

o s e —
. Curtains & Blinds
-~ FINDLAY DESIGNS ||
Hand Made Curtains,
Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets
Roman, Vertical and Roller Blinds

01634 262135

Sharon Findlay

|




Diary 2011

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
affathenet.uk.net or

5, Meresborough Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent MES

Diary Copy Date: 13th September

September 4th — Open Day, C.P. Bredhurst Cat Adoption
Centre, 11.00am — 4.00pm, Matts Hill Road, free
parking nearby and entrance only 50p per person.

September 5th — The Monday Hub, St Paul’s Church,
Deanwood Drive, Parkwood 10.00am — 1.00pm, lively
conversation, table tennis, scrabble and much more,
details Jennie Spalding 01634360664,

September 6th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral
Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm United Reformed Church
Balmoral Road, Gillingham, ‘Get it together” pre show
discussion/guidance. Visitors welcome 01634 232998

September 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Bulbs,
corms and rhizomes — Laurie Manser, 7.30 pm, Cricket
Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Rainham. New members
welcome, ring 366276 for details.

September 8th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Easy Listening
Songs - Steve Erickson, St Matthew’s Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, 2.00pm. For people
over the age of 50, ring 235507 for details.

September 8§th — Hempstead Leisure Club — Reflexology -
Sarah Crampton , Hempstead Village Hall, behind Al |
Saints Church, 169 Hempstead Road, 2.00 -
4.00pm. New members welcome 01634 366907

September 8th — Medway Film Makers, 7.30pm, Davis
Estate Community Centre — Steady shots without a
tripod! 01634 360401 www.medwayfilmmakers

September 8, 9, 10, 15,16,17th — Rainham Oasthou
Theatre, Ghost Writer by David Tristram, 8.00pm, box
office 08448 793224 or www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

September 9th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday
9.45am — | 2noon to help people who have lost their
spouse or a close relative, join us for a cuppa and chat,
ring Julie 01634 364309 for details.

September 9th — Ramases AGM and illustrated talk by
Dave Wise on his travels in India, 7.30pm Newington
Village Hall, disabled access available, for more
information contact ramasesnkie hotmail.com or John
Dewey 01795 472316

Jm

September 9th — MKAS, Konrad Malin-Smith -
Hydrogen, Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood Road
second and last Friday in the month, 7.45pm. For
observing we meet on other Fridays at the Victoria
Hotel, Canterbury. More details phone Trev on 07717
678795 or visit http://www.midkentastro.org uk/

September 9th — 1 1th — Festival of Transport,
Hempstead Valley with Kent Air Ambulance

September 10th - Bredhurst Woodland Action
Group, Reptile Ramble, 10.00am — 1.00pm, Meet
Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst, free booking essential
contact 07813 785940 bwag(@ vanessajones.plus.com

September 10th — Will Adams festival, Gillingham Park
11.00am — 4.30pm, see www.whatsonmedway.co.uk

September 10th — Ride and Stride, Friends of Kent
Churches annual sponsored walk.

September 10th — Gillingham Horticultural Society,
Autumn Show 2.30 — 4.30pm, United Reformed
Church (rear hall), Balmoral Road, Gillingham.
Visitors welcome contact Kay Buss 01634 232998
September 10th — Coffee Morning Rainham
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, 10.00 —
11.30am, Cake Stall, bric-a-brac, Traidcraft Table,
Proceeds to ‘Kent Churches’. All welcome

September 10th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, Ballroom, Latin, Sequence
dancing 8.00 - 11.00pm. Enquiries 01634 363738
email s.collins02@btinternet.com

September 10th — MS Information Day, 10.30am to
4.00pm, The Balfour Day Centre, Pattens Lane,
Rochester , call Ray 01634 238 502 to book a place

September 10th — Concerts @ GMC, Medway Concert
Brass, Gillingham Methodist Church, Third Avenue,
7.30pm, Tickets £5.00 on the door or 01634 575139

September 1 1th - Riverside Country plastic drink
bottles, and the rangers will help you turn them into
bird feeders to hang in your garden. Book in advance
01634 337432 £1 per child

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~
QOctober 25th, December 6th. !
e Gift vouchers /
|« /'»' Find us at www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk ﬂ,’y‘;}
J  Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

K.Gillard W A.C. Domestics LOGS
. i reg. 206985
Interior & Exterior i TURF
Decorator (}Ia.\ Silli‘l)'.('l-lll\‘f'.‘.&h TOPSOIL
) i Landlord certilicates, BARK
# Plastgrmg # Tlllng Service, repair and
Established 30 years mstallation of gas central LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
NO JOB TOO SMALL heating, botlers, fires, gas and UNDERTAKEN
FREE ESTIMATES clectrie cookers. INVICTA
Tel: (01634) 263817 LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Mobile: 07850 996832 SRR TG EDITATI 01634 263700
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September 1 1th - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am. Meet Joan Weckes 01634 855522, West
Malling, Manor Park 5 miles, fairly flat, dogs OK

September 11th — Capstone Farm Country Park, Kite
Making Workshop, 10.00am - 2.00pm, for
accompanied children aged 5 — 12 years, £2.50 per
child, book in advance 01634 338191.

September 11th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.30am, 8.5
miles, meet Geoff 075 2516 1766 English Heritage
car park Richborough Castle / Fort. Bring picnic lunch.

September 11th — BHF Saxon Shore Way Sponsored
Walk, 2 walks 6.5 miles or 9 miles suitable for all the
family, Registration 11.00am, Faversham Central Car
Park Details BHF 120 High Street, Sittingbourne,
01795 425175, 01892 893918 or south@bhforg.uk

September 11th - Friends Wisdom Hospice, Sponsored
Walk , Capstone Park, 10.30am, 5km or 10km. 01634
831163 www.friendsofthewis yspice.org.uk

September 12th — Rainham Berez ent Friendship
Group for those still in employment, Millennium
Centre, Rainham, 7.15 — 9.00pm to help people who
have lost their spouse or a close relative, join us fora
cuppa and chat, ring Julic 01634 364309 for details.

September 13th - Riverside Country Park, Junior Ranger
Club, 3.45pm — 4.45pm. Book 337432. £1 per child.

September [3th — Medway Antigue & Collector’s Club,
7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road,
Chatham, *Collecting Worcester Porcelain’, Visitors
most welcome, ring 01474 823606 for details.

September 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.30am, 7.5
miles, meet Mike at the commuter Car Park just north
of Bredhurst. Do not forget your Bus Pass

September 14th - FAME (Family and Associates of
Medway Evacuees) Millennium Centre, Rainham,
2.00pm details s_evansS@blueyonder.co.uk

September 14th — Bredhurst WI, 7,30pm Bredhurst
Village Hall, Mrs Lee Reynolds — My Life as a Tiller
Girl, ring 01634 389966 for more details.

September 14th - Rainham Poetry Group meet second
Wednesday each month, 40 Birling Avenue Rainham,
7.30 — 9.30pm. All welcome 01634 260228 for details.

September 14th - Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm,
Upchurch Village Hall, Demonstration by Angela
Hyde “The Planet’, for more information ring 01795
425700 or see www.rainham{lowerclub.ik.com

September 15th — Hempstead Leisure Club — Games Tea
& Chat, (sec 8th Sept).

September 15th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Send a Cow
- Rosemary Moor, (see 8th Sept).

September 15th — Rainham Women Institute 1.45
4.00pm Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road,
Speaker on My grandmother’s tale. Visitors welcome
for small entry charge per visit 01634 36627

September 16th — Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society 7.15pm United Reformed Church, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham The Battle of Britain — Dr J Ray
details 01634 854982,

September 17th — Fabulous Fashion Show for
Macmillan Breast Cancer Support Group, Community
Centre, St Mary s Island, Chatham 2.00pm. Tickets
£5.00 from 01634 362898 or Community Centre

September [7th — Craft and Produce Sale, Millennium
Centre, Rainham, 9.30am — 12.30pm, Free entry

September 17th — Craft Fair in aid of Peters Place
2.00pm, Hartlip Village Hall, Homemade crafts
including painted glass, decorated garden pots and
knitted items. Refreshments £8 a table, contact Ann
Lindsay 01634 578879 or see Thisispetersplace.co.uk

September 17th — Produce Sale and Crafts, St.
Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow, 10.am - 1.00pm,
Refreshments available,

September 17th — Capstone Farm Country Park,
Autumn Food, 10.00am — 12noon, a ramble looking
for nuts, fungi, plants and berries, £1 per person, book
in advance 01643 338191.

September 17th — Quiz Night, 7.30pm Lordswood
Leisure Centre, North Dane Way for The Friends of
Wisdom Hospice. Teams of 6, bring your own
nibbles, licensed bar, Tickets £6 pp 01634 831163.

September 17th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham
7.30 — 10.00pm. New and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner for more
information ring 366189 or 388546.

September 18th — Berengrave Guided Walk, 10.00am -
12noon, not suitable for those with walking
difficulties, may be muddy, £1 pp, book 337432,

September 18th - BWAG, Volunteer Task Day,
10.00am — 2.00pm, Meet Hurstwood Road,
Bredhurst, bring gloves and wear suitable clothing.
refreshments details call 07801 386264 or
stevewright50@ btinternet.com

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

* Freeview

« Freesat Dishes Installed
« Extra TV/SKY Points
« TV Wall Mounting Service

* Free Estimates
Call Nick 07949 588464

Or 01634 262582
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
ffor cats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant
bwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

[viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info®@whiskerslodge.com)
Web: www.whiskerslodge.cor




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOLINTANTS
& +  Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham,

Kent MES 7EG oo T
Tel: 01634 375222 *  Book-keeping
Fax: 01634 371318 l‘sxr_nll

E Mail: admin@jadaccountants.co.uk Audit

www jadaccountants.co.uk +  Associated Services

[ Craniosacral Therapist
Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions |ru:|uchng
neck/ back/ joint pain ~ headaches [,

stress & anxiety

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 373344 or mob. 07896 468456
Email: sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk
Web: www.craniosacralkent.co.uk

Qualified technidon. References available

D 0 I T 4 U home improvements|handyman

Kitchens @ Bathraoms © Tiling * Rudiators ® Doors © Sockets
Flooring ® Lighting ® Blinds # Shelves ® Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG
BRYANT

@@ESTBU@'EI@N L'I‘JD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS
A1 RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999
www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...
Phone for FREE Estimates on:
Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul’ -8 Seater Taxis

..Bookings only....
Airports—Hospitals—Days/Nights out
Nightclubs—Friendly and Reliable
*  Gatwick from £55.00 *

*  Heathrow from £75.00 *
Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 13 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexology—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — lash & Brow Tinting
Email: sallytether@live.co.uk
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Seiatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S & R.S.1.
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.

Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.

Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available

RAINHAM HERITAGE EVENING

Joe Ennis will be giving a repeat of his slide show "The
buildings of the Parish of St Margaret’s- Medieval to
Modern® in St Margaret’s Church, Rainham at 7.30pm
on Thursday, 29th September. Tickets are £3 including
light refreshments and are available from the church
office, Sunburst Books .Station Road or 01634 371941,

CROQUET

Your Readers may be interested in a new club in the
area. Croquet is a game of skill and tactics - a most
sociable sport for all ages with definite health benefits.
We welcome both complete beginners and existing
players. A handicap system gives extra turns for
beginners in order to have level play for all. If you
would like the opportunity to learn the game we offer a
course of 6 hours tuition for £18.00. For existing
players, a warm welcome, and a chance to be in the
vanguard of a new Club. We are in contact with our
Local Council for a suitable site but in the meantime we
play "garden croquet"”. The playing season is from April
to September, however, we envisage a winter social
programme consisting of:- Tuition, Visits to theatres,
Quiz nights, Annual meal - but, of course, suggestions
from members would be welcome. If you are interested
please contact Marilyn or Geoff

01634 361370 email croquetokay@btinternet.com

CAPSTONE FARM PART III

Continued from August 2011

But the farm was always under threat. A note from the
Ministry of Housing to Chatham's Town Clerk in
August 1953 reads 'T have not forgotten the promise [
made to you when I met you at the end of last month
that I would look into your problems about finding a site
for your houses, and in particular whether it is possible
for you to get some site other than Lords Wood. ..
"While I do not want to seem too optimistic, I think
there is a chance that the water people might be
persuaded to change their mind so that you could get
some land nearer the town....

At the same time Chatham Borough Council
commissioned Messrs. George Webb & Co., Land
Agents, to carry out a survey of the farm. They reported
that 'Considering the nature of the holding, we think it is
doing as well as can be expected. As you know it is
mostly poor thin land and its being on the outskirts of
Chatham does not make the farming of it any easier.
The agents looked at the hop field (sic - not garden) and
thought the hops would be up to scratch for the year,
and found the corn crops, particularly the barley, also up
to average. The orchards were inspected, and although

one area had been grubbed up as arranged. it had not yet
been replanted. They commented that elsewhere the
young cherries had been intercropped with barley, 'quite
a common practice nowadays owing to the difficulty of
growing any other profitable crop between young trees,
and provided it is not continued too long, we do not
think you can really take exception to it.... Although the
cherries have been quite profitable at Capstone in the
past, it is hopeless really to regard it as a fruit farm....
The agents remarked that it was difficult to keep sheep
so near the town because of dogs and trespassers, and
also brought to the Council's attention the encroachment
of their refuse tip. The Borough Surveyor had been
asked whether in view of the acquisition of additional
land for the tip, the council would pay for the farm's
Dutch barn to be moved. On its current site it would
spon be almost surrounded by rubbish, so any corn
stored in the barn would be vulnerable to rats and fire.
The cost of removal was estimated to beat least £300.
The tip had been in use before 1947, and no clearly
defined area had been fixed. It was still causing
problems in 1974,
Despite all the problems the lease was renewed on a
year-to-year basis from 1961, the lessee being Mr
H.F.Wills. The Council had been putting aside part of
his annual rent each year as a possible 'compensation
fund', should they need to reimburse the tenant for any
improvements he had carried out over the years, and it
was agreed that he must be given at least 12 months
notice to quit. Although cherries had been grubbed up
over a wide area in favour of housing during the mid-
sixties, Chatham now had other plans for Capstone.
When a small house known as Orchard Cottage in
Capstone Road was declared unfit for habitation in 1969
the Council bought the land 'to be used eventually with
Capstone Farm as a public open space’. Plans for a golf
course came to nothing, and in July 1971 the Parks and
Burial Committee's view was that the area could
usefully become a Country Park, a vision fulfilled
when Capstone Country Park was opened.

RAD

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

= FuUll Installation service = \N’O]’ktop Jomtm
= AllMajor Brands « Competitive Prices

. Larc:_e Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient friendly, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:

T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

—=ee Plumbing
1.ik. 1. & Heating
DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer

Installation « Maintenance = Service = Heating Systems
Gas Fires « Bathrooms « All general plumbing

v

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING

No Job too small— free estimates

~  Power Flushing. Neil Mace
SonpRiglinesd Hoa2sngl 19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633
01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306 Ruinhan 07792 244 318
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR AUGUST

"What is this life if, full of care,

We have no time to stands and stare?

No time to stand beneath the boughs

And stare as long as sheep or cows,"

From "Leisure" by William Henry Davies 1870 to
1940

It is 50 years ago since a local dairy farmer, Terry's of
Bredhurst Road, delivered milk, butter, cream and
newly laid eggs among the streets and roads of
Rainham and Wigmore. There are now no dairy
farmers in our area and probably less than 40 in Kent
as a whole. Today all of the milk that is delivered to
doorsteps in the Rainham area comes from a depot in
Maidstone run by a nationwide milk processor. I was
therefore surprised and delighted to read about two
brothers, Vernon and Charlie Smith, who run a dairy
farm and sell their milk directly to customers living in
five local communities in West Kent. | wondered what
the farm (Palmers Farm) was like. Was ita mixed
farm consisting of traditional farm buildings in which
swallows nested? Did the cows graze in flower rich
pastures? Were there roses growing over the front
door of the farmhouse? I decided to find out.

Palmers Farm lies to the west of Tunbridge Wells
among hills overlooking the valley of the Upper
Medway. The nearest village is Fordcombe, which has
a Victorian parish church, a Church of England
Primary School and a public house called the Chafford
Arms. It is one of the villages to which the Smith
brothers daily deliver milk, along with cream, eggs
and potatoes. The farm lies at the bottom of a narrow
country lane. The final approach is via an unmetalled
bridleway which, in part, is overshadowed by very
high banks. The extensive roots of a massive oak tree
on top of one of the banks spill down towards the
bottom of the cutting. The bridleway is clearly as old
as the tree itself, if not older.

My first sight of the farm coincided with the pleasant
smell of milk emanating from the dairy cum bottling
plant. The farm house is of red brick and hanging red
tiles. It has a massive central chimney and windows of
attractively patterned, leaded lights. Under the outer

walls of the house may be a mediaeval Wealden-
type hall house with a wooden frame. Although there
was a front garden, there were no roses around the
front door! From the bridleway 1 could see little
more than three or four large, relatively modern
barns, which presumably served, collectively, as
milking parlour, shelter for the cattle in winter and
storage for hay, straw and farming implements.
Disused vehicles and other agricultural machinery
lay scattered around the farm, rusting away. An
abandoned Massey Ferguson combine harvester
indicated that Palmers Farm was once a mixed one,
that is, it grew and harvested wheat as well as
rearing livestock. The scene was a reminder that,
these days, farm buildings are by necessity utilitarian
and that the priority of farmers, and dairy farmers in
particular, is to keep their farms profitable rather
than tidy.
I took a public footpath to the River Medway. It was
clear that the fields adjoining the river, being subject
to occasional or regular flooding, had never been
ploughed and were serving as permanent pasture.
Growing there were white clover, daisy, yarrow,
ribwort plantain, common sorrel and dandelion,
among other plants. Most dairy herds consist solely
of black and white Friesian or Holstein-Friesian
cows and it was a pleasant surprise, therefore, to sce
what I assumed to be some red poll and Ayrshire
cows grazing with the Friesians in the Smith's herd.
The cows stood or sat in the shade of a row of oak
trees, chewing the cud and watching me with much
curiosity. It was also a delight to see swallows
hawking for flies among the herd. Some of the birds
had short tails, were clearly young ones and had
presumably been hatched at nests at Palmers Farm. |
took a stroll along the Medway which was lined with
alders and some massive White Willows. Growing
along the river bank were water figwort or betony,
golden saxifrage. purple loosestrife, comftrey,
gipsywort and water forget-me -not. In the fields on
the other side of the river sheep were grazing and
keeping a close eye on me. Beyond were the wooded
hills of the High Weald.

[ have to say that I was a little disappointed that
there were no traditional farm buildings at Palmers

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

Boarding

CATNAp
Cattery Y

Farm, or at least none that I could see. However, |
should not have been surprised. Two one-time dairy
farms in the Rainham area, Manor Farm at Dunn
Street, Bredhurst and Queendown Farm at Matts Hill,
overlooking Queendown Warren, had (and still have)
buildings similar to those at Palmers Farm. The
reality is that any traditional farm buildings that have
survived and aré in good repair are more likely to be
found on farms owned by investment bankers than
dairy farmers. At those farms, four wheeled drive
vehicles are likely to be garaged in any former cart
sheds; and well-groomed ponies and horses are likely
to be seen grazing in fields where Primrose,
Buttercup, Daisy and the rest of the herd once stood
and stared and chewed the cud. Joe Ennis
PS Readers may like to know that I am repeating my
slide show "The Buildings of the Parish of St Margaret's
from Mediaeval to Modern" on Thursday 29th Sept. in
St Margaret’s Church, at 7.30pm.

A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE Part 2

By Colin Macgregor - Continued from August 2011
My Sunday errand, in the 1950s, to collect milk from
the farm in Mierscourt Road continues at Rainham
Library, which was a tiny shop unlike the grand new
one that was later built in Birling Avenue, next to
what is now Lloyds TSB Bank. After the library we
came to Josephine’s the hairdressers where my mum
used to get her hair done and at the end of this block
was Holdings the Greengrocer. I remember old Mr
Holding weighing vegetables on his brass scales.
Moving past Holdings we came to a slight recess with
Frank Rose and Son Grocers, Frank Rule Stationers
and Greens Cycles (Patrick Duffs Opticians today).
There was a big house next to Greens, Coningsby
House, which has long been demolished and Grey
Fox Estate Agents building has since replaced it.
There was a small farm next, the farm house was set
back off the High Street, Mr and Mrs French lived
here and they must have kept chickens because Mrs
French use to sit at her front gate selling eggs.

Past the farm was Barretts Motor Cars and then The
Forge Garage all these buildings were demolished to
make way for the entrance to Rainham Shopping
Precinct.

We would then come to Barlow’s The Cobbler and
next to him was Rainham Radio. My friend from
school, Roger Rouse lived with his parents in the flat
above the shop. After Rainham Radio was the Reed

Brothers Barbers shop and then Cremers the cake
shop where, on a Monday they used to sell out of
date cakes for a penny this was probably the only
chance [ got to have a cake in those days. Passing
Cremers, we came to The International Stores this
was quite a big grocery store probably what we
would call a small Supermarket today. Looking
opposite here across the High Street was The Royal
Cinema or the Bug Hutch as we called it. This
building is now Lukehursts furniture store but you
can still see the roof of the old cinema. After The
International Stores was Guthries (1 think they sold
carpets and furniture), Ward & Partners and then
another of our remaining businesses, Barclays Bank
on the corner of Station Road. To be continued

TOWER OPEN DAY
St Margaret’s Church, Rainham.
Saturday 24th September 11.00am — 3.00pm
See Rainham from the top of the tower
Admission £1
Explore the Church - See the restored W all
Paintings and other historical artefacts.

HARTLIP HISTORY WEEKEND
Saturday and Sunday, 24th & 25th September
1.00 - 5.00pm , Hartlip Parish Church, The Street,
Exhibits, photos, stories of old Hartlip - as well as
tea and cakes. All welcome, especially if you have
any photos, newspaper clippings, documents or
stories to tell about Hartlip. Entry free
Enquiries: Peter Blandon 01795 843086

'SEPTEMBER SHOWCASE'
presented by
Wigmore MADS
A Pot Pourri of popular songs
St Matthews Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore
Friday 30th September, 8.00pm
Tickets £6,£5 concessions
Available from Sue: 01634 370639

KNOWLEDGE & NIBBLES EVENING
The Friends of St Margaret’s Church
Saturday 8th October, 7.30pm (prompt start)
Food provided please bring your own
drinks & glasses
Tables of § - £6 per person
Advance booking essential
Contact Kay on 230430 or Lesley on 379796

4 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Il Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
Imind and security

t‘hone Brian 01634 351244

obile: 07775 423744

& 01634 374502 R
07923 618033 m

G E DRIVING

SCHOOL OF MOTORING
Ged East D.S.A. AD.I.

Sunningdale Drive
Rainham
Kent MES 9EQ

GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

Located in an area of
outstanding natura
beauty A

) R 5
Owner FAB trained ‘ED HU W™
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please
www catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3R
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+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

e e LINDSA

* MULCH

- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER =,
For all your Plumbing Services \'\E

Reg No HELP is on its way
6629

A UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING

| BOILER EXCHANGES

sife POWER FLUSHING

e | UXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Munn Academy of Dance
- Pupils from age 2yrs to professional -,

Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner | D.T A,

Medway 234168

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY - DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE » FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 871402 01795 459105

For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

D./ Builders &
Decorators

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tuition Centre

D A CONSTRUCTION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS « GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING « GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS
Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

Help is at Hand
Marhs

¥

Reasoning

Effective nution for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent
05602 538 882
(local call rates)

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMIERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE,
City & Guilds / Institute ol Carpenters
TOPQUALITY AT COMPETTTIVE
RATES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Maobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE

* Member of Gas Safety Register

= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

* Landlord Gas Safety Reports

* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

GARAGE DOORS

South East Garage Doors
15 Years Experience
Repair Specialists

Roller Doors

[OAP Discounts
JAautomation

5]l Up& Overs
[Side Hung Doors
lAmerican Style Sectional
nsurance Approved

01634 387701

Available Monday — Saturday

Fair Trader

www south-east-garage-doors.co.uk

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service
All aspects of

tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations
Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MES 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798

Diary 2011

September 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 6.5
miles, meet Geoft” 075 2516 1766 Westminster Field
car park off The Street, Horton Kirby. Pub at end.

September 18th — Capstone Farm Country Park,
Volunteer Taster Day, 10.00am — 2.00pm come and
help, refreshments, free, book in advance 338 191.

September 18th - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
2.00pm, Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923, Oad Street
near Sittingbourne, 3.5 miles, easy walk, no dogs

September 19th — The Monday Hub, (see 5th Sept).

September 19th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham, Growing Old
Disgracefully — Jane Faulkner, competition Wool, ring
372282 for details.

September 19th — Wigmore WI, 7.30pm, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, David
Hatcher — From policing emergencies in the UK to
delivering disaster relief worldwide, Visitors welcome
ring 01634 263405 for details.

September 20th — Bird Watching, 7.00 — 10 00am,
Berengrave to Motney walk, please wear old clothes
and stout footwear, suitable for beginners but not
under 12s, no need to book.

September 20th — The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -

10.00pm £3.00, RSPB in the South East - Chris
Corrigan www.medway-rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

September 20th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group, Autumn Glory a foliage only
arrangement (see 6th Sept).

September 21st - Riverside & Capstone Farm Country
Parks, Tiny Tots, 10am-1pm Arts and crafts for
accompanied children aged 2 to 5-years-old. Please
wear old clothes, as it could get messy! Drop in any
time, no need to book in advance. £1 per child.

September 21st — Bredhurst Garden Club, AGM, Potato
Competition, N Adams slides - Climbing Goudkoro
Peak, Kashmir, 7.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, details

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

01634 233554, new members welcome.

September 22nd - Wigmore Thursday Club, An
Alaskan Adventure - Mike Collins, (see 8th Sept).

September 22nd — Hempstead Leisure Club -
Buckingham Palace - Peter Hartley, (see 8th Sept).

September 22nd — Medway Film Makers, Be a film
judge: what do they look for? Why do they never
agree? (sce 8th Sept).

September 23rd — "World's Biggest Coffee Morning"
Macmillan Cancer Support 10.00am - 12 noon,
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Entrance
£1.00 (includes tea/coffee), Preserves, cakes, bric a
brac, books and plants for sale at great prices.

September 23rd — Upchurch Short Mat Bowls Cub,
2nd Pizza & Ponder Quiz Night, Village Hall,
prompt 7.30pm , Teams of 6, £40 per table, deposit
£10 per table BYOD, 01634 388425 or 373723

September 23rd — Quiz Night Neighbourhood Watch,
7.30pm, United Services Club, Rainham teams of 6,
£8 per person (adults only) includes refreshments
tickets must be booked in advance 01634 792131

September 23rd — Medway Geographical Society,
Adult Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham,
7.30 —9.00pm ‘Norway's Path to Independence’-
Fred Walker Everyone Welcome, For more
information contact 01634 362683

September 24th - Tower Open Day, St Margaret’s
Church, 11.00am — 3.00pm, admission £1

September 24th - September Serenade, Friends of
Hartlip Church Favourites from opera, stage and
screen sung by Rachael Curtis and friends St.
Michael & All Angels, Hartlip, 7.00pm, Adults £5,
children free ring 017935 842835 for tickets

September 24 & 25th - Hartlip History Weekend, 1.00
- 5.00pm, Hartlip Parish Church, The Street, Entry
free, Exhibits, photos, stories of old Hartlip - as well
as tea and cakes. All welcome, Enquiries: Peter
Blandon 01795 843086

September 25th — Capstone Farm Country Park, Trim
Trail, 8.45 — 9.30am, £1 pp book 01634 338191

September 25th - Medway Towns Footpath Group
walk, 10.00am, Meet Roger Norman 01634 232404,
Mote Park, off School Lane, Maidstone, 5.5 miles,
undulating by River Len and Lenham, no dogs

September 25th - Riverside Country Park, Kite
making workshop, 10am — 1pm. For accompanied
children aged 5 - 12 years. Book in advance 01634
337432, £2.50 per child

September 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
5.5 miles, meet Sue 07719 836173 King's Head PH
Sutton Valence. corner of the main street and A274

Mainly flat Pubs with lunches available at end .

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
{over 30 years' experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

Garage Door Specialist

01634 313821 www.aklassautomation.co.uk

* All repairs undertaken (usually same day)
* Doors supplied and fitted
* Automation to existing doors &4
+ Free estimates

* Family run business (no - sales people)

AKLASS GARAGE DOORS Garage Door Suppliers and installers

* Buy with confidence "’

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NC JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544 Cmy brief

www.mybrief.com “sotficiTons

Bredhurst Bodyshop
Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs

Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

Lx Call for a free quote.
@ ¥ ¥ Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
: 01634 264753

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
Domestic Installer

'_.AJ—H_

ASCIAS + SOFFITS + BARGEBOARDS « CLADDING « GUTTERING
o - 0 .
b Y Whene Cuality Counts! ..
Remaval of Old Timber
! ” Maintenance Free Exteriors
1 Full Ventilation with Sird Guard

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MEB 0LJ

Linwood

Home Electronics
GET READY FOR DIGITAL - SERVICE & REPAIR

Retune & Set up * Digital Aerials / satellite
Out of warranty repairs (all brands) * Accessories

70 Station Road, Rainham. 01634 230261

www.linwoodhe.com

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS

All aspects of decorating and small
building works undertaken including Block
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Faths, Palios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
(Odd Jobs and much more No job too small

FPrompt and Reliable Servicel

Diary 2011

September 25th — The Capstone Festival, 11.00am —
4.00pm Free see www.whatsonmedway .co.uk

September 28th - Gillingham Horticultural Socicty Talk
entitled "Tales from the Potting Shed"- by Jean Griffin
of Radio Kent's Sunday Gardening programme,
7.30pm, United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, £2 members, £2.50 non members.

September 29th — Hempstead Leisure Club — Games Tea
& Chat, (see 8th Sept).

September 29th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Service
followed by Singalong, (see 8th Sept).

September 29th - Repeat of Joe Ennis slide show "The
Buildings of the Parish of St Margaret’s - Medieval to
Modern® in Church, 7.30pm, Tickets £3 including light
refreshments from church oftice, Sunburst Books,
Station Road or (11634 371941.

September 29th — Rainham & District Dolls® House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Hall, Woodside 7.30pm,
ring 01634 312038 for details.

September 30th — Wigmore MADS 'September Showcase'
A Pot Pourri of popular songs St Matthews Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, 8.00pm Tickets £6,£5 cone
from Sue 01634 370639

September 30th — MKAS, Peter Parish - Constellation of
the month, (see 9th Sept).

October 1st - Pamper Day, Medway & Swale (West)
Breast Cancer Support Group, Free, Exclusively for
Breast Cancer Patients, Medway Maritime Hospital,
10.00am — 4.00pm to book 01634 825033

@rchard Windews (Kent) Ltd

Manufucturers & Installers of Quality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches

Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

October 1st — Ramases Study Day, 10.00am - 4.30pm
“Aspects of the Middle Kingdom™ Newington
Village Hall, illustrated lectures by George Hart and
Dylan Bickerstaffe. Tickets, only in advance, £26
inc lunch, r sesnk@hotmail.com 01795 472316.

October Ist — Chatham Grammar Association Annual
Reunion 12.30pm, The School Hall, London Road,
tickets £22 from 37 Homefield Drive, ME8 8RS

October st - Sewing Together Quilt Exhibition Holy
Trinity Church Hall, Twydall Lane, 10.am — 4.00pm,
£2.00 dmray ficld@ googlemail.com 01634 374335

October st - Riverside Country Park, Bird Box and
Animal Home Making, 10am — 12noon. Book in
advance, £5 per home.

October Ist — Medway Folk Dance Club, (17th Sept).

October 2nd — Capstone Farm Country Park, Mountain
Bike Trail, (see 4th Sept).

October 2nd - Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Meet John Williams 01622 764821,
Harrietsham Railway Station, 5 miles, undulating
with 12 stiles, dogs allowed

October 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 5
miles, meet Beryl 07765 242148 by Ford Eynsford.
Park in public car park or by river. Pubs at end.

October 2nd — Lions Club partners Harvest Tea for
senior Citizens, Millennium Centre, Rainham 3.30 -
6.00pm, ring 01634 379062 or 373840 for free ticket,
transport can be arranged if necessary.

October 5th — 8th - Gillingham Dramatic Society
‘Oliver!” Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone 7.30pm tickets
£12, £10 under 16/0OAP, Sat Matinee 2.30pm £10,
01634 372322 or Theatre Box Office 01622 753922

t 01634 387762
m 07711 082415

Security Installation
and Maintenance

» CCTV & Intruder Alarms

= Fire Alarms

« Access Control

« Automated Gates/Barriers

Total Security Services

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening

HIDEAWAY LANDSCAPES

105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch. 01634 231693
Www.thehideawaynursery.co.uk

GARDEN DESIGN, LANDSCAPING
AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE
We tackle Jobs BIG or small, Patios,

Planting, Pruning & most others.
— Happy to hefp —

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539
WANTED: Host Families
for Doggie Holidays
f%éi%. Look after friendly dogs in your
@U L own home while their owners are away.

lowe fram foes bt L Gregt companionship & exercise.
Completely flexible. Fully supported.

Call Sally Hall. 01634 577488

www.barkingmad_.uk.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month

Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,

Simon’s PLUMBING & HEATING
Gas Safe registered. Please call 01634
325434 Mobile 0788 261 0371

D A PRICE (MEDWAY)

Plumbing, Fencing, Gates, Odd Jobs,
Tel 01795 842644 Mob 07860 733980

MOBILE CAR CLEANING.

Have your car washed, waxed & wheel
cleaned all for £5. [ come to you! Ring
John 01634 304648,

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING for the
elderly by Andrea. Shampoos, Sets,
Perms, Men’s Cuts. 01634 261419
Mabile 07919 855 248

STRICTLY BATHROOMS.
Free quotation & planning. Call Simon
01634 325434/ 07882 610 371

TEA DANCE Wednesdays

1-3pm St Matthews Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, £3.00 incl tea
& biscuits For info 07983 397439
ART CLASSES & 1-2-1 TUITION
Chatham & Rainham lessons.

Be inspired! Sandra 01634 309822,
www. kentartist-artclasses.co.uk
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service. 01634 378763.

ADP BUILDING & Carpentry Ltd
for all your building & carpentry
needs. No job too small, free quotes.
Contact ADP on 01634 234371 or
07590 322 662.

MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails. For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

GET SLIM FOR CHRISTMAS.
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 6pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.
YOGA Classes /DANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634
317463 Website www.freed-om.co,uk

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
David 01634 365427

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Margaret 01634 233270

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc, Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

PIANO / KEYBOARD LESSONS
Classical — Contemporary. Theory &
practical exams available, Please call
Sheryl 07935 860 560

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388, Mob 07743 128240
Fully Qualified ELECTRICIAN
Friendly and Reliable service. All
electrical work undertaken. No call out
charge. All works fully insured and
guaranteed. NICEIC fully Approved.
Part P registered. Contact lan on 07977
432799,

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 200 litre Grower Bales of
Peat £14.00, Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639,

MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices, Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 / 07930 378834.

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387,
SCOUT HUT, Wigmore available
for daytime hire. Competitive rates.
Further details Jim 01634 388126

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying leak
01634 234149 /mobile 07960 111 266

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 16 years® experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

MEDITATION, ALL LEVELS.
Weekly sessions from £5. Tel 01795
843354 www.gaia-angelicus.co.uk
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631,

LOCAL GARDEN SERVICES.
Mowing, weeding, planting, etc No job
too small. Sam 07531 705 765

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720.

D.B. VEHICLE RECOVERY

Short or long distances. Sensible rates,
Scrap cars wanted for cash. Scrap metal
also taken. 07836 585911.

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799,

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, [ come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.
CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofts/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370.

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee,

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2% to 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574.
Sparkles GLITTER PARTIES 4 all
NEW! Trendy Toenail Wraps. 376270
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202
RALPH'S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small. Over 30 vears’
experience. 07712 760 147

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service, Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552.
TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634
235799,

VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.
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VACANCY FOR OFFICE
administrator at The Net. Could suit an
older person made redundant. For more
details see www.thenet.uk.net
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 328537,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services

I Tam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3-
11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7. '%Gpm Tots'n"All (prL
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (school years1-5) 6.15, Fri
Club Extra (school years 7-10) 7.30
Visitors welcome, Pastor Rev T.J.
Wood. 01634 388187.

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 ﬂ?‘)"}(] 183466,

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76573

MATHS TUITION to GCSE and
A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years” experience. 01634 234732,
PRESSED FOR TIME ’

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services, Call Sandra on

01795 842097 ar 07811 606988
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for eldetly housebound.
Dentures made and repaired. Free of
charge for people receiving puaranteed
pension credit or income support. Tel.
842566 (surgery hours).

C & JCLEARANCE

Houses, garages, lofts, sheds & gardens
cleared. Individual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
efficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& trlt.nd]\ service.Free estimates No job
too small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Mobile 078127
34570/ 07970 759404

ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 231350,

VOLUNTEER JOBS VACANT.
See www.thenet.uk.net This is a new free
service for charities and other groups to
list volunteer vacancies they have stating
skills needed and hours required. If you
have a position you would like filled or
you would like to help a worthwhile group
by giving your time please log on to see
more information.

CRAFT & PRODUCE
MARKET
Next date September 17th
9.00am—12.30pm

Millennium Centre Rainham
Proceeds to St Margaret's Church
FREE Entry to the public
Future Market: October 15th

OASTHOUSE THEATRE, Rainham
present
*Ghost Writer” by David Tristram
September 8.9.10.15.16.17
Curtain up at 8.00pm
Box Office on 0844879 32"4 or On-line

" www oasthousethealr

uk

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR

Karen 7
Spooncr p

Apprenticeship served
};31:3{1 qmmair with ﬂ\ %‘.
20) vears " experience

All aspects of decorating undertaken

Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 233815

e: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/imber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11, Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill - not landfill.

THE il
HIGH PRESSURE
CLEANING COMPANY

Block Paving Driveways * Patios & Paths
Concrete & Tarmac * Wooden Decking * Drain Jefting
Graffiti Remaval » Conservatories + Roofs & Walls
Repair Work « Guttering, Facias & Soffits

01795 841457
07982 623767

www.thehpccompany.co.uk
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JOFN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation
MEDWAY 374028
Mobile: 07810 583 882

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
Books
(Fiction, Non Fiction and Children’s)
DVD’s, Videos and Vinyl Records.
All at fantastically low prices.
Brand New Local History Books also in stock

All profits support St Margaret’s Church Heritage Fund
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
between 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday|

IS8R Hallett’s
|88 Plumbing &
28 Heating

Chris Hallett
CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

Est. 1971

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

fortae ssmates weprre 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

YANKEE CANDLE

Famous for fragrance for more than 30 years
Wide range of other gifts
for all occasions.

Gifts & Glamour

37 Rainham Shopping Centre 01634 360060

CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind
Manufacturers Ltd

D

Made ta Free Quotation and Merticals

Measure Curtains Fitting Service Rallars

— Visit Showroom Unit 8 ——e
Roman Blinds Invicta Business Centre

Venetian
Bredgar Rd, Gillingham IR ESTE.
(near McDonalds,
Beechings Way)

01634 817807

Tracks and Poles | Conservatory

Wide Range of _Awnings

Fabrics Patiola

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott
07515 630545 or 01795 841387

= 24 hour Personal Service
+ Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Kent MES BAR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

Funeral Directons
A private family owned and run business
« Home visits if preferred
¢ Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4Q.J Parkwood

[SAIFY
(e
* Private Chapels of Rest i
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

Kent ME8 9PW

Car parking available
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