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Capstone Farmhouse is one of the oldest houses in the Medway area. It is situated just opposite the
main entrance to Capstone Country Park, and apart from some alterations to the windows the front
view has probably changed little in appearance since the house was first built. But the young trees
seen behind have now grown to hide the fields beyond.

The country park is a good place to spend a day with children - there's an extensive playground, a
fishing lake with daily licences available, plenty of space to run and play games or fly kites, a café
and toilets. Parking is FREE. An article about Capstone Farm begins on page 9.

Robert J. Kithey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

Recently our accepted expectations for the weather
have had to be considerably revised. The exceptionally
cold and snowy weeks in December 2010 were
unusual — we normally expect that sort of weather in
January despite the annual parade of snow covered
Christmas cards. But equally unsettling were the dry
and warm if not positively hot weeks we enjoyed in
the spring. I recorded less than three inches of rain for
the whole of March, April and May combined. June
now appears to be the ‘new April” with frequent
showers, some quite heavy, but interspersed with
brilliantly sunny intervals. In the sunshine the ground
dries rapidly so within a short while it as if the heavy
downpour had never happened. At least the garden
plants are appreciative of the showers and everything
is growing at an alarming rate. Let us hope it is not too
late for the orchards and arable crops and the farms are
eventually able to gather a reasonable harvest.

There is an end of term feeling about our diary in this
issue with many clubs and societies about to close for
the traditional holiday month of August. However
some activities continue particularly the walking
groups who make the most of the long summer days
by adding evening walks into their programmes. All
the groups welcome new members so if you are
normally too busy fitting in the jobs around your
working life to join them on their morning weekend
rambles, but keep intending to take more exercise,
now would be a great opportunity to meet the groups,
make new friends and walk off some calories. You
never know you may enjoy it so much that in future
you manage to create the time to regularly go out for a
stroll.

Before the holidays begin we have details of many
events taking place in July. These include Concerts,
the Upchurch Festival of Music, Summer Fetes &
Fairs, Produce Sales, Amateur Dramatic Productions,
several activities in Bredhurst Woods organised by
BWAG (Bredhurst Woodland Action Group), Cherry
Day in Rochester, a reunion, a Quiz Night- in fact
something for everyone.

Sorry about my senior moment last month removing
ten years from the reign of the Queen. Thank you to
those who kindly put me right. If you would like to
enthuse our community to celebrate the Diamond
Jubilee in style next year Dean Caston (01634 374183
e-mail caston.manor{zbti ‘om) who organised
events in Rainham in 2002 would love to hear from
you. He has much experience as a volunteer with the

Rainham Theatrical Society at the Oast House Theatre
and is willing to put this to good use organising local
celebrations on this historic occasion in June 2012,
Please do read on to discover all we have to offer for
your entertainment in July, have a great month, we
will be with you again in August.

Correspondence

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM
Dear Editor

A while ago [ was visiting my brother in Gillingham
when I read about the death of Freddie Cooper in your
magazine. I read that he was a Governor of the Camp
School in Maidstone Road from 1951 to 59. The
mention of the school brought back memories of when
I was a pupil from 1948 - 53.

At that time [ lived in a prefab at 5 Dobson Ave,
which was about a 10 minute walk to the school. The
school was originally an army camp and then used as a
school. I remember the Head Master, Mr Rivers, who
was a very hot on discipline not a trend today in some
schools. There was a deep water hole at the entrance
to the school which was well fenced off (never saw it
used for anything, the water may have been used for
any local fires). The school was close to a farm field,
in fact the field was at the back of our prefab. One
year the farmer’s hayrick was set alight and we were
all marched in to assembly to find out if the culprit
was at the school. If they were they did not own
up. The smell of burnt hay didn’t leave the school area
for ages. I remember the first year at school we had to
perform in front of our parents a nonsense poem
which I cannot remember the title. [ had the part of a
fat butcher about a pig and the lines went like this:
Butcher. ‘Where are you going my fine young pig?’
Pig. *I'm going to London to buy a new wig’
Butcher. ‘A pig in a wig, a pig in a wig whoever
before saw a pig in a wig.”

I was five at the time and remember I had to put on
lipstick, eh!

When the Hungarian revolution was going on we
were moved to Goudhurst Rd, on the Twydall Estate
and the refugees were put in the prefabs. We lived
next to where the Royal Engineer pub is now. The pub
and the shops on the pub side were not built, at that
time, it was only waste ground.

There were a lot of people who wanted a community
centre and | remember that’s how the Twydall
Community Centre in Beechings Way came into
existence. As | recall it was Mr and Mrs Day, who
lived in Goudhurst Rd, who were the main pioneers of
the project. There were many helpers and lots of fund
raising. For instance every week for many vears a
volunteer would go round the estate collecting
donations for the building, the donations would be 3d
(old money). Soon a news sheet was produced which
printed up-to-date news of the progress of the building
fund etc. Once a year there was a Miss Twydall
competition and a dance which was held at the
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Franklyn rooms and of course raffles ete. I moved
away from the estate before the centre was built. |
know it took several years and a lot of hard work in
the organising and the collecting of funds and seeing
the local council for planning permission etc but [ can
see it was well worth it.

Yours truly,

Michael Whitehead

88 Fitzwilliam Ave

Wath upon Dearne

Rotherham

South Yorkshire

S63 THW

RAINHAM POETRY GROUP
Dear Editor,

Mr Rehman Chishti, M.P. invited Terry Godwin of
the Rainham Poetry Group to lunch at the Houses of
Parliament thanking them for their steadfast promotion
of poetry in the Medway Towns in the five years since
they have been formed also for their support of the
Sunlight Centre in their Radio Room,

Due to their increased activities the group have
decided to change their name to the Medway Poetry
Group as most of their members live out of Rainham
and their monthly meeting in the Radio Room is called
the Medway Hour of Poetry.

The Group have now made strong contacts with
Poetry Connect on the Internet who have shown strong
interest in working together to promote poetry
internationally,

Rehman Chishti has agreed to become a patron of the
new Medway Poetry Group.

Yours sincerely
Terry Godwin
40 Birling Avenue
01634 260228
DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
Dear Editor,

I read with interest your article in the June edition of
Action Forum about decorations for the Royal
Wedding and how we have celebrated other royal
events or may celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of HM
The Queen in 2012.

[ organised a series of events in Rainham for the
Golden Jubilee in 2002 which included a pageant
through Rainham featuring a selection of vehicles
from the past 50 years, Gillingham Marching
Band and a Majorette troupe as well as a concert in

Py |
abllity Outlet |
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
part exchange, deliver, train, fix.

Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more

7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG

Tel 01634 375537 |

St Margaret’s Church performed by The Rainham
Theatrical Society.

I'would be interested to hear from your readers if
there would be any interest in a similar event to mark
the Diamond Jubilee next June and also from any
organisations/individuals who would like to help
Rainham Jead the way in the celebrations. Please
contact me on 01634 374183 or e-mail me at

Yours sincerely
Dean Caston

TAI CHI CLASS

St Margaret's Millennium Centre are hoping to run a
Tai Chi class on Tuesday afternoons and maybe an
evening class on a Thursday from August. If you are
interested please ring the office on 01634 374038
between 9.00am -12.30pm or leave a message, with
contact details, and we will get back to you as soon as
possible.

‘SOMETHING TO REMEMBER YOU BY’

A Jimmy Chinn

Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham

July 14th, 15th, 16th, 21st, 22nd & 23rd

Curtain up at 8.00pm.

Box Office on 0844 8793224

Armstrong Armstrong is a man convinced he is ugly
and scarred and desperate to become a writer. Unable
to deal with the strange lonely world, he finds escape
at the cinema and in his absent father's record
collection. Meeting Venetia - the very image of his
favourite female singer - Armstrong Armstrong feels
happiness for the first time, until he realises that he
has to find a more intense form of escapism.

UPCHURCH FESTIVAL OF MUSIC

The Thirteenth Biennial Upchurch Festival of Music
will take place between 5th and 10th July. See the
Diary or contact 01634 361508 or 361557 for details.

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
*Conservatories — designed and built
eUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew enerqgy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
shMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

FENSA MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

[ Curtains & Blinds 1]
—_ FINDLAY DESIGMNS [
_Hand Made Curtains,
Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets

Roman, Vertical and Raller Blinds

01634 262135

Sharon Fmdlay or v

-
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Diary 2011

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

5, Meresborough Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent ME8

Diary Copy Date: 19th July

July 2nd & 3rd -Open Studios at the Old Reed Bed, The
Street, Lower Halstow, 01795 842481 12noon - 6.00pm

July 3rd - Kent Wildlife Trust, Queendown Warren
Nature Reserve, Open Day, Free Entry, 11.00am —
4.30pm, Sheepdog Exhibition 12 noon & 2.00pm,
Guided walks, Children’s Activities, Dogs welcome on
leads, Information from Tyland Barn 01622 662012 or
visit www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk

July 4th — The Monday Hub, St Paul’s Church,
Deanwood Drive, Parkwood 10.00am — 1.00pm, lively
conversation, table tennis, scrabble and much more,
details Jennie Spalding 01634 360664.

July 4th — Rainham Wives meet 8.00pm Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, Hearing Dogs
for Deaf People, talk by Paul Ledger plus Yorick. New
members of all ages are very welcome. We have a
variety of speakersfactivities etc. Subs £1.50 per
meeting, this includes coffee and biscuits, for more
details contact Sue on 01634 230639.

July 5th — Fairview Frogs parent/carer and toddler group,
every Tuesday in term time, 10.00 — 11.30am Fairview
Community Primary School. Messy and fun activities
ring 01634 338710 or 376270 for details.

July 5th - Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral Art
Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm United Reformed Church (rear
hall), Balmoral Road, Gillingham, Basic shapes and
mechanics workshop wit Carol Goodwin. Visitors
welcome contact Kay Buss 01634 232998

July 5th — Upchurch Festival of Music, Bearsted Choral
Society, Tickets and further details, 01634 361508

July 6th — Upchurch Festival of Music, The Brook
Orchestra, 01634 361508

July 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Growing
Delphiniums — Carolyn Clarke, 7.30 pm, Cricket
Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Rainham. New members
welcome, ring 366276 for details.

July 7th — Fairview Tadpoles parent/carer baby and
toddler group, every Thursday in term time, 1.15 —
2.45pm Fairview Community Primary School. Meet

other mums for a chat and drink ring 01634 338710 or
376270 for details, Toddlers now welcome.

July 7th - Wigmore Thursday Club, The Battle of Monte
Cassino - Derek Flippance, Royal Engineers Museum,
St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore, 2.00pm. For people over the age of 50, ring
235507 for details.

July 7th — Hempstead Leisure Club. — Wilf Lower -
Billowing Sails. Hempstead Village Hall, behind All
Saints Church, 169 Hempstead Road, 2.00 - 4.00pm.
New members welcome Phone 01634 366907

July 7th — Upchurch Festival Music, Opus 32, 361508

July 8th — Upchurch Festival of Music, Burt Butler’s
Jazz Pilgrims, 01634 361508

July 8th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday 9.45am —
12noon to help people who have lost their spouse or a
close relative, join us for a cuppa and chat, ring Julie
01634 364309 for details.

July 8th — MKAS, Martin Morgan Taylor -
Astronomical Alignments of Maltese Temples or
observatories, Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood
Road second and last Friday in the month, 7.45pm.
For observing we meet on other Fridays at the
Victoria Hotel, Canterbury. More details phone Trev
on 07717 678795 or hup://www.midkentastro,ore.uk/

July 8th — “HARMONY™ - Female vocal harmony
group - supporting HANDS & Gillingham Volunteer
Centre. 7.30pm Millennium Centre, Rainham,
Ploughman’s supper - bring your own drinks, Tickets
£8 from 01634 362119 (Hands)

July 8th & 9th - St Paul’s Drama Group *When we are
Married” by J. B. Priestly Community Hall, Third
Avenue, Gill, 7.30pm Adults £6, Cons £5 01634
852712

July 9th - Meredale Independent School, Soloman
Road, Rainham, Annual Summer Fete, 12noon -
3.00pm. 01634 233763 michellchextall@ gmail.com

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~
October 25th, December 6th.

N Gift vouchers ¥
l«./#" Find us at www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk #'%
“J  Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

K.Gillard W
Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 263817
Mobile: 07850 996832

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates,
Service, repair and
wistallation ol gas central
heating, boilers, fires, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

LOGS
TURF
TOPSOIL
BARK

LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN

INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700

July 9th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.30am, 17 miles,
meet Geoff Ettridge 7526 161766 in front of The
George [nn, Newnham. During the day making our
way between 5 PH — some which we may need to
visit! Bring sufficient food for two snack breaks, Pub
midway and at end, finish between 5 & 6pm.

July 9th — Summer Fair, Friends of the Wisdom Hospice.
10.00am — 2.00pm, 50p adults Children free.

July 9th - Ladies Art Group meet at the Riverside
Country Park Rainham every Saturday morning to
paint in watercolour 10.0am to 1.0pm. Small, friendly
group of beginners and more experienced painters
details from Barbara on 01634 235733 or e-mail
barbara.trigefsky.com.

July 9th — Music Quiz Night Parkwood Infants

School, 7.30pm £5 per head teams 6 — 8, contact
07860 473375 or Louise.webb3(@btinternet
July 9th — Upchurch Festival of Music, City of

Canterbury Brass Band, Tickets 01634 361508

July 9th — Family Cherry Day 1.00 — 4.00pm The Vines
Park, Crow Lane, Rochester. All welcome, free entry,
fundraising for Maemillan Cancer Care Unit at
Medway Maritime Hospital. Restoration House open
[entrance fee payable]

July 9th — Quiz Night, Chatham Grammar Association,
School Hall, Rainham Road, Chatham, 7.30pm,
Tickets £4 pp (£2 still at school) 01795 479390.

July 9th &10th — Capstone Farm Country Park, Survival
Challenge, 10.30am — 10.00am next day, camp out in
the woods, cook your food over a campfire, learn
traditional skills, for accompanied children aged 7
plus, £20 pp (includes breakfast), book 01643 338191.

July 9th & 10th — Fort Amherst, Dock Road, Chatham,
Napoleonic Re-enactors, 10.30am to 4.30pm . Adults
£2 Children £1, Limited Free Parking 01634 847747

July 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 5.5 miles,
meet Tony/Ann Faulkner 01634 406634 Charing Rail
Station (parking charges apply) Bring picnic Pub with
lunches available at end

July 10th — Upchurch Festival of Music, Upchurch Night
(Upchurch Choral Society, Holywell School and local
talent), Tickets and further details, 01634 361508

July 10th — Concert, 5.00pm, St Mary The Virgin
Church, Newington - Chamber Music - Tickets £7.00
to include refreshments, Contact 01795 842478

July 11th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group for
those still in employment, Millennium Centre,

Rainham, 7.15 — 9.00pm to help people who have lost
their spouse or a close relative, join us for a cuppa and
chat, ring Julie 01634 364309 for details.

July 11th — Rainham Wives, Summer Meal (sce 4th July

July 12th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club, 7.30
for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road, Chatham,
Members’ evening, Visitors most welcome, ring
01474 823606 for details.

July 13th - FAME (Family and Associates of Medway
Evacuees) Millennium Centre, Rainham, 2 .00pm
start. For details contact s_evans5{@blueyonder.co.uk

July 13th - RSPB North Kent Marshes, Gentle Harry's
Farm - an open air production by the Rude
Mechanical Theatre Company at RSPB Northward
Hill, Bromhey Farm Cooling, 6pm for picnics,
Performance 7.30pm Tickets £12, 01323 501260
Book online www.therudemechanicaltheatre.co,uk

July 13th - Riverside Country Park, Junior Ranger Club,
3.45pm — 4.45pm. For accompanied children aged 5
to 12-years-old. Book 01634 337432, £1 per child.

July 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 7.00pm, 4 miles,
meet Bob/ Maureen Bassett 01634 578721 Luton
Recreational playing fields, Pub at end.

July 13th - Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, Upchurch
Village Hall, Demonstration by Steven McDonald
*Just for Fun’, for more information ring 01795
425700 or see www.rainhamflowerclub.ik.com

July 13th - Rainham Poetry Group meet second
Wednesday each month, 40 Birling Avenue Rainham,
7.30 - 9.30pm. All are welcome to listen or read
poetry, ring 01634 260228 for details.

July 13th — Bredhurst WI, 7,30pm Bredhurst Village
Hall, Mr Donald Ball - History of London Coffee
Houses, ring 01634 389966 for more details.

July 14th - 3rd Parkwood Brownies 40th birthday, 5.30
- 7.30pm, St Paul's Church, Parkwood. All former
Brownies, leaders and their families invited. Details
374302 or carol.wigmore@bluevonder.co.uk

July 14th — Hempstead Leisure Club — Games, tea &
chat, (see 7th July).

July 14th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Entertainment by
Kingfisher Singers, (see 7th July).

July 14th — Medway Film Makers, 7.30pm, Davis Estate
Community Centre — Filming a wedding — led by
Peter Hughes, ring 01634 360401 or see
www.medwavfilmmakers.com for details.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

e Freeview

¢ Freesat Dishes Installed -
« Extra TV/SKY Points
» TV Wall Mounting Service

» Free Estimates
Call Nick 07949 588464

Or 01634 262582

AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Bituated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
or cats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant
pwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola)

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge,comy
Web: www,whiskerslodge,comy




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, _A_lm“"“

Kent MER TEG * Tax

Tel: 01634 375222 *  Book-keeping

Fax: 01634 371318 +  Payroll

E Mail: admin@jadaccountants.couk = Audit
www.jadaccountants.co.uk Associated Services

Craniosacral Therapist
Genlle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including:
eneck/ back/ joint pain
sheadaches
estress & anxiety
Based in Rainham
Sharon Cresswell RCST
01634 304308 or mob. 07896 468456
email sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk
(£5 discount off first treatment on production of this ad)

Qualified technicion. References available

D 0 I T4 U home improvements|handyman

Kitchens ® Bathrooms  Tiling « Rudiators ® Doors ® Sockets
Flooring ® Lighting ® Blinds # Shelves ® Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | wuwdoitdv.org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUELE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world!
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG iz
BRYANT  55iSt

CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 13 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexology—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — lash & Brow Tinting
Email: sallytether@live.co.uk
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999
www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc

Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE 1!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

...Bookings only...
Airports-Hospitals-Days/Nights out
Nightclubs—Friendly and rReliable
*  Gatwick from £55.00 *

*  Heathrow from £75.00 *

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S & R.S.I.
Sinusitis, Asthma, Fezema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.

Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available
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“HARMONY™"
Female Vocal Harmony Group

Supporting HANDS & Gillingham Volunteer Centre

Friday 8th July, doors open at 7.00 for
7.30pm Millennium Centre, Rainham
Ploughman’s supper — bring your own drinks,
Tickets £8 available from John or Sophie 01634
362119 (Hands) and Wendy 07816 159668
Brenda 07788 998443 (Harmony).

MUSIC QUIZ NIGHT

Saturday 9th July 7.00 for 7.30pm

Parkwood Infants School, £5 each, Teams of 6 — §
Bar & snacks available, you are welcome to bring
your own food. Prize for the winning team

Please contact Louise 07860 473375 or email

Louise.webb3 @ btinternet for information or tickets.

ANNUAL SUMMER FETE
Meredale Independent School, Soloman Road,
Rainham Saturday 9th July, 12noon —3.00pm.
For more details call 01634 233763 or email
michellehextall@gmail.com
BWAG Bredhurst Woodland Action Group
Volunteer Task Day Sun 17th July, 10am — 2pm
Bats of Bredhurst Friday 22nd July, 8pm till dark
Wildflower Walk Saturday 23rd July, 11am — 1pm
07813 785940/ bwag@vanessajones.plus.com for
details and to reserve your place.
FORT PITT
Fort Pitt Old Girls Association Annual Reunion
Saturday 9th July 2.00 - 6.00pm at the school. For
details see website www.[poga.bick.co.uk or
telephone 01795 599378,
BARNARDO’S SUMMER GARDEN PARTY
Saturday 23rd July, 2.00 — 4,00pm
4 Broadview Avenue, Rainham
Admission £3 includes tea.
Raffle, Bring and Buy, Tombola, Stalls
Phone 01634 233405 or 375486.

[ 4 4 Neat Feet (4 .’

Fully qualified & insured wisiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Remowved
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:
01634 222591

QUIZ NIGHT
Chatham Grammar Association
School Hall, Rainham Road, Chatham
Saturday 9th July, 7.30pm.£4 pp (£2 still at school)
Bring your own nibbles and drinks.

Tables for 6, we are quite happy to find
singletons a team - Everyone is welcome,
To book please contact Sue 01795 479390

CONCERT
Sunday 10th July, 5.00pm
St Mary The Virgin Church, Newington
Chamber Music performed by
The Atticus Ensemble to include Schubert -
Quartettsatz D 703, Albinoni — Oboe concerto Op9
No2 and Vaughan Williams - The Lark Ascending
Tickets £7.00 include refreshments
Contact David Lane 01795 842478
PRODUCE SALE
St.Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow
Saturday 16th July. 10.00am to 1.00pm
Refreshments available

ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW
Gillingham Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society
Silver Jubilee 25th Anniversary
Saturday 30th July, 2.00pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way
Entry £1, Children free.

Meet Andy Garland of Radio Kent Fame.
Contact E. Searle 01634 852519

JUNIOR GHOST TOURS
Fort Amherst
Dock Road, Chatham

Wednesday 27th July, Gates Open 6.40pm

Tour 7.00pmAll Tickets £6
Tour Duration 1 hour 15 minutes approx

For children 8 — 16 years
Details 01634 847747 www . fortamherst.com

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

18yrs experience
= Full Installation Service « Worktop Jointing
= AllMajor Brands e Competitive Prices

= Larae Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient prienaly, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

—==—" Plumbing
T.R.T. & Heatlng

DAVID TATTON Fudly qualified engineer
Installation » Maintenance » Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms » All general plumbing
* Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No. 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

4

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JUNE

This month's Nature Notes are based on a visit to
Eynsford and Lullingstone, both situated on the banks
of the River Darent. The river rises in the Greensand
Hills above Sevenoaks and empties into the Thames
below Dartford. The Darent Valley was the inspiration
for Samuel Palmer, a 19th century artist who founded
an artists' colony in Shoreham, surrounded by hop
gardens, orchards, water meadows and woods. His
dreamy paintings show a rich pastoral landscape
framed by the chalk hills of the North Downs.

We drove down the A20 towards London, turned left
at the Farningham by-pass and headed for Eynsford.
Photographs of the ford and mediaeval bridge at
Eynsford can often be seen in picture books and on
calendars. The Darent, wide and shallow near the ford.
had attracted a number of children, some of whom
were probing the water with fishing nets and others
merely paddling.

We enquired of two children with nets what they had
caught. We were shown their plastic buckets in which
were minnows, fresh water shrimps, water lice, a
common fish leech (olive green) and various
unidentified "mini beasts", including what appeared to
be insect larvae. Swallows were hawking for flies
above the river and so it would seem that some of
these larvae had metamorphosed into insects.

We then visited the remains of the Roman villa at
Lullingstone, near which we had a stroll along a
stretch of the River Darent. In or on the banks of the
river were water crowfoot (long streams of white
flowers), fool's watercress, lesser water parsnip,
meadow sweet (creamy white flowers) and purple
loosestrife. Chubb, water voles, grey wagtails and
kingfishers inhabit the river but I have to say that we
saw none of these. We did however come across
banded demoiselle dragonflies with their distinctive
dark blue bands.

After a snack in the KCC Visitor Centre on Castle
Road, we walked to Lullingstone Castle, a 15th
century manor house. Here the son of the Hart Dyke
family has created a "World Garden of Plants". The
garden is set out in the form of a map of the main

countries of the world. Great Britain's plot contains,
among other plants, primroses representing England,
heather for Scotland and (bright orange coloured)
Welsh poppies.

The long border on both sides of the entrance to the
World Garden was a mass of flowers in June but the
plant that seemed to be attracting the most insects -
bees, flies, beetles and hover flies- - was the Shrubby
Hare's Ear, an unexciting plant which is easily
overlooked. It is an evergreen, bushy shrub with
rounded heads of very small, vellow flowers.

House martin's nests adorned the facade and
courtyard of the manor house, as well as the porch of
the family church of St Botolph. There was a cluster
of four nests on the facade which were joined
together, the most that 1 have ever seen. The birds
themselves are black and white in colour and are a
great delight to watch. I am sure that the Hart Dykes
are very pleased to see the martins on their arrival in
April and sad to see them depart in September.

We ended our visit to the Darent Valley at nearby
Castle Farm which has diversified in order to
survive. It produces beef cattle, PYO apples,
lavender, dried flowers, hops and arable crops. The
farm shop ("The Hop Shop") has been voted "Best
Shop in Kent". On our arrival cattle were standing in
the cool waters of the Darent and under the shade of
some alder trees, chewing the cud and swotting flies
with their tails. The scene was reminiscent of
photographs (in black and white) that used to appear
in Country Life picture books in the 1930s,

Next to the half timbered farmhouse was a vegetable
garden with raised beds, a small apple orchard and
some soft fruit bushes. Standing among the latter
was a scarecrow draped in a lady's dress and with a
lady's straw hat on its (or should it be "her") head.
On the opposite side of the lane to the farmhouse a
pair of pied wagtails were feeding an apparently
growing family of young in a nest under the
guttering of a large shed.

Tours can be undertaken of the lavender fields from
mid June to early August, when they buzz with the
sounds of bumble and honey bees. Unfortunately, we
ourselves arrived at the farm at the wrong time.
Clearly there is no need to follow Peter Mayle (the

TAURUS LOCKS

K LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
[0.A.P. Discounts

o call today for a great deal, peace of|
ind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
obile: 07775 423744

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
& 01634 374502

[24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 07923 618033 ] E:'Stta-mﬂg natural
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry Uy LN A,
Domestic and Commercial Work GE DRIVING Owner FAB trained 4 EDHU _e

SCHOOL OF MOTORING
Ged East D.S.A. A.D.I.

ﬁnningdale Drive
Kent ME8 9EQ
GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

Boarding

CATNAp
Cattery
L Located in an area of

Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appaintment only please.
www.catnapbredhurst co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276806
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR

Rainham
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author of "A Year in Provence") to the lavender fields
of the South of France. The colour and the scent of
the aromatic plant can be experienced here in the
Darent Valley

Joe Ennis

CAPSTONE FARM

Capstone Farmhouse dates from the mid-fifteenth
century. Originally it had a recessed central hall with
a two-storey chamber at one end and a service range
at the other. During the sixteenth century a central
chimney stack and an upper floor to the hall were
inserted, and the service range was rebuilt in about
1800. Further alterations have taken place during the
last hundred years but the front view has changed
little over the centuries.

In the early part of the twentieth century the owner of
the farm was Henry Gurr, a butcher who used part of
the land to fatten sheep and cows for his shop. In
1928 the whole farm was put up for sale, and the
farmhouse was described as a 'picturesque old-
fashioned house, at present occupied by the bailiff, of
brick, half-timber and tiled construction'. The
kingpost in the attic was specifically mentioned.

It seems that over the next few years the house and
outbuildings generally were somewhat neglected (the
thirties were not good years for farmers or for many
others). In October 1937 the farm was bought by
Chatham Borough Council as a site for mixed
development, naming housing, open spaces,
allotments and education as possible uses. There were
strong objections, however, from the Chatham and
District Water Company, whose works and pumping
station were immediately below the site in Capstone
Road, on the grounds of possible pollution.
Meanwhile Capstone Farm was leased for three years
to Mr Cecil Wright of Stockbury, who kept on Mr
Gurr's bailiff, G.E.Whyman, as Farm Manager. One
room of the farmhouse was used as his office, but in
July 1938 the Council made a demolition order on the
building, pointing out that it was 'suitable for present
needs, but if re-let would probably require
considerable repair'. Four other cottages on the farm
were also scheduled for demolition, and five new
houses were to be erected along Capstone Road with
priority given to agricultural workers as tenants. But
the war intervened. Mr Wright's tenancy ended in
September 1939, and no-one else was keen on taking
over (the rent was to be £400 per annum) despite

widespread advertising on the Council's part. So
they decided to farm it themselves, setting up the
'Capstone Farm Management Committee' for the
purpose. Mr Whyman agreed to carry on as
Manager 'on the same terms that [ had with Mr
Gurr'. These he set out in a letter from the
farmhouse dated 4th November 1939: £3 per week,
my rent, the use of a cow, coal, and a man
occasionally to do my garden as I do not have the
time to do it myself. Also a bonus at the end of
each farm year.' The Committee jibbed at the cow,
and he eventually had to pay for this himself, The
following January Mr Whyman had permission to
hire his son Ken at a wage of £2. 5s 0d. per week.
Minutes of the Farm Management Committee from
the 1940s indicate the type of farming carried out,
the crops grown, and the concerns affecting
Capstone Farm. The farm stock had all been put up
for sale in early October 1939 by Mr Wright when
his tenancy ended, and from the sale catalogue we
learn that there were forty pigs, ninety ewes and
fifty lambs, a Sussex bull and six heifers, and six
assorted horses - 'three carthorses, vanner and two
nags'. No fewer than seven ploughs, together with
harrows, drills and carts, but no tractor.

In total the farm extended to 267 acres, of which
Just over half was arable land. Much of this was
used to grow corn and potatoes, but just after the
war the bailiff was required to supply turnips,
swedes and cabbages as well as potatoes for
Chatham's Civic Restaurant. Drought was a
problem in 1949, but nevertheless in September the
Farm Manager was congratulated on the 'excellent
manner in which he obtained the cooperation of his
employees in harvesting the crops', which
apparently were some of the best ever grown at
Capstone. Twenty acres of barley yielded grain
good enough for malting, while that from a further
thirteen acres, of slightly lesser quality, was sold to
the Ministry of Food. Ken Whyman had succeeded
his father as Farm Manager and Bailiff in 1945,

To be continued. RAD

RSPB Medway Local Group Talk

Tuesday July 19th, 7.45 — 10.00pm

Strood Library, £3.00 entry

Spring adventures in Taiwan - Adam Rowlands
www.medway-rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

* TREE MANAGEMENT
* CHIPPING

- STUMP GRINDING

rvtne - LINDSA

* MULCH

- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER

For all your Plumbing Services "!p,

RQQQ';“-‘ HELP is on its way
1 UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
/ BOILER EXCHANGES
e |

/sife| POWER FLUSHING
"™ LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MIS

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam 1o 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

20

N.P.SUMMERFIELD

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Years Experience

Kent. ME8 OSN

Munn Academy of Dance
. Pupils from age 2yrs to professional -

Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
f Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal; Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner .D.T.A.

Medway 234168

CARPENTRY =

DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING -

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

DECKING

Call Chris Smy

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

D/ Builders &
Decorators

EXTENSIONS » GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING + GARDENING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383
86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent:-MES 7NJ

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

Reasoning

Effective tuition for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent
05602 538 882
(local call rates}

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMLUERCTALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE
City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOPQUALITY AT COMPETTTIVE]
RATES

MR ARCHER — Tel: 01634 389604
Mohile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
« Member of Gas Safety Register
« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
MNew Systems Fitted
« Landlord Gas Safety Reports
« Fires, Cookers. Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Tim MNeivine Sl 1
Jigsaw Driving Schoo L)

friendly, patient and reliable tuition

Gift Vouchers Available

For more information or to apply online
wiww. jigsawdrivingschool. co.uk
634 378018

07812695921

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations

Joel Sims

11 Meghby Close Rainham MEs 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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July 14.15.16.21.22.23rd - *Something to Remember
You By’ A Jimmy Chinn, Oasthouse Theatre,
Rainham Curtain up 8pm. Box Office 0844 8793224

July 16th — St Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow,
Produce Sale, 10.00am -1.00pm, refreshments

July 16th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for Girls,
Derwent Way, Ballroom, Latin, Sequence dancing
8.00 - 11.00pm. Enquiries 01634 363738 email
s.collins02(@ btinternet.com

July 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 7.2 miles,

meet Arthur/Jan Waters 01634 711734 Meopham
Green Bring picnic lunch. Pub with lunches at end

July 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 12.5
miles, meet Mike Collins 01634 364818 near White
Hart PH Cuxton. Bring picnic for midway. Pub at end.

July 17th — Berengrave Guided Walk, 10.00am —
12noon, not suitable for those with walking
difficulties, may be muddy, £1 per person, book in
advance 01634 337432,

July 17th - Volunteer Task Day, Bredhurst Woodland
Action Group 10.00am — 2.00pm Meet Hurstwood
Road, Bredhurst, details please call Steve Wright on
07801 386264 or Email stevewrightS0aebtin (

July 18th — The Monday Hub, (see 4th July).

July 18th - Rainham Evening Women's [nstitute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Hoping for a Few Laughs
— Dorothy Grey, comp Leather, 372282 for details.

July 18th — Wigmore W1, 7.30pm, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Steve Pendleton —
Blinded on duty, Visitors welcome ring 01634 263405

July 19th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral Art

Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm United Reformed Church (rear
hall), Balmoral Road, Gillingham, ‘Show the Inner
You' a modern/freestyle arrangement. Visitors
welcome contact Kay Buss 01634 232998

July 19th - RSPB Medway Local Group Talk, Strood

Library, 7.45 — 10.00 £3.00. Spring adventures in
Taiwan, - Adam Rowlands

July 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 7.00pm, 4.5
miles, meet Tony/Ann Faulkner 01634 406634
Recreation Ground off Priestfields Rochester Bring
binoculars & water if hot Should end by 9.30pm

July 20th — Capstone Farm Country Park, Tiny Tots,
10.00am — 1.00pm, arts and crafts for younger
children, suitable for accompanied 2-5 years, please
wear old clothes, £1 per child, drop in any time.

July 20th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Carolyn Clarke
Ilustrated Talk ‘Delphiniums’, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, 01634 233554 , new members welcome.,

July 21st — Hempstead Leisure Club — In My
Liverpool House — George Wildridge, (see 7th July)

July 21st - Wigmore Thursday Club, A Year in
Parliament - Rehman Chishti, MP, (see 7th July).

July 21st — Rainham Women Institute 1.45 — 4.00pm
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Speaker
on Kent’s weirdest place. Visitors welcome for
small entry charge per visit, ring 01634 36627

July 22nd - Bats of Bredhurst, (every Friday through
the season) Bredhurst Woodland Action Group,
8.00pm till dark Meet Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst,
free but places limited booking essential, contact
07813 785940 bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com

July 23rd - Wildflower Walk, Bredhurst Woodland
Action Group 11.00am — 1.00pm Meet Hurstwood
Road, Bredhurst, free bookmg essential - contact
07813 785940 bwag(w vanessajones.plus.com

July 23rd - Barnardo’s ‘summu Garden Party, 2.00 —
4.00pm, 4 Broadview Avenue, Rainham, Admission
£3 includes delicious cake or strawberry tea. Phone
01634 233405 or 375486

July 23rd — Ramases, Newington Village Hall,
2.30pm, Dr Jocelyn Gohary: *New light on
Akehenaten at Karnak’, Tickets £8 on the door on
the day, for more information contact John Dewey

01795 472316 ramasesnk(@hotmail.com

July 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 5
miles, meet Simon Ellwood Chatham Dockyard
Outlet Centre (the Bell Mast in Leviathan Way) Pub
at end.

LOCAL PLASTERER
ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trader

Boiler-Tech Services

Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs — LPG and Oil
All work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP
GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335

Fax 01634 329771 {over 30 years' experience)

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

Garage Door Specialist
01634 313821 www.aklassautomation.co.uk

* All repairs undertaken (usually same day)
» Doors supplied and fitted

* Automation to existing doors

+ Free estimates

* Family run business {no - sales people) 3
» Buy with confidence s 10

AKLASS GARAGE DOORS Garage Door Suppliers and installers

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
Domestic Installer

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544 Cmy brief

www.mybrief.com *sorficiTors

W

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

* Call for a f
L rafree quote.

B Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

A A LA § RS

ASCIAS * SOFFITS + BARGEBOARDS + CLADDING = GUTTERING

T" Removal of Old Timber ‘ﬁ

01634 321202

Full Ventilation with Bird Guard
243 Edwin Road. Rainham, Kent ME2 0LJ

Linwood

Home Electronics f >
GET READY FOR DIGITAL - SERVICE & REPAIR
Retune & Set up * Digital Aerials / satellite
Out of warranty repairs (all brands) * Accessories

70 Station Road, Rainham. 01634 230261
www.linwoodhe.com

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS

All aspects of decorating and small
building works undertaken including Block
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

i~ e‘Vl"'ﬁ‘/

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

iary 2011

uly 24th — Capstone Farm Country Park, Mountain Bike
Trail, 8.45 — 9.30am, ride the trail to better your lap
times. A short trail with some big hills and ramps, £1
per person, book in advance 01643 338191,

uly 26th — Capstone Farm Country Park, Orienteering
Family Fun, 10.00am — 2.00pm, test your skills around
the trail, suitable for groups, families and individuals £1
per person, book in advance 01634 338191.

uly 28th — Capstone Farm Country Park, Parent and
Child Fishing Teaching, 9.00am — 12noon, learn the
basics of course fishing, all equipment and bait
supplied, suitable for age 8 — 12 years. £8 per child,
book in advance 01643 338191.

uly 28th — Hempstead Leisure Club — Summer Lunch,
(see 7th July).
uly 28th — Rainham & District Dolls’ House and

Miniaturist Group, Howard Hall, Woodside 7.30pm,
ring 01634 312038 for details.

July 28th — Medway Film Makers, Meet WALLDO again
and brush up on those techniques with John Hooker,
(see 14th July),

July 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 4.5 miles,
meet Peter/Ann Green 01634 718895 village hall in
Hodsoll Street (near Green Man PH). Pub at end

July 29th
Experience, (see 8th July)

July 30th - Riverside Country Park, Mini Beast Hunt, 10-
12 noon. For accompanied children aged 5 to 12-years-
old, Book in advance on 01634 337432, £1 per child.

®@rchard Windouws (Kent) Ltd
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches
Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

MKAS, Nigel Bradbury - The Northern Lights

July 30th - Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society, Silver Jubilee 25th
Anniversary Annual Summer Show, 2.00pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Entry £1, Children free
Contact E. Searle 01634 852519

July 31st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 6 miles,
meet Marian Gilham 01795 661474 at the Kiosk on
the Shellness Road beyond Leysdown Bring
binoculars and snack for midway break.

August 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 4.5
miles Meet Peter/Ann Green 01634 718895 the end
of Lodge Lane, Cobham. Pub with lunches available
at end or visit the Friary.

August 3rd - Rainham Horticultural Society.
Competition Night, 7.30 pm, Cricket Pavilion,
Berengrave Lane, New members welcome, 366276

August 4th — Capstone Farm Country Park, Parent and
Child Fishing Teaching, (see 28th July).

August 4th - Riverside Country Park, Creative Clay
Creatures, [0am - 12noon. For accompanied children
aged 5 to 12Book (01634 337432, £1 per child.

August 7th - Walking with Giants - Guided Tree Walk,
Bredhurst Woodland Action Group 10am - 1pm

Meet Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst, free but places
limited booking essential - contact Vanessa Jones on
07813 785940/ bwag(@ vanessajones.plus.com

August 7th — Capstone Farm Country Park, Trim Trail,
8.45 — 9.30am, £1 per person book 01634 338191

August 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 6
miles Meet Geoff Ettridge 7526 161766 in front of St
Margaret's Church High Halstow. Mainly flat but we
will climb Northward Hill. Pub with lunches at end.

Security Installation
and Maintenance

= CCTV & Intruder Alarms

= Fire Alarms

= Access Control

= Automated Gates/Barriers

t 01634 387762
m 07711 082415

Total Security Services

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES8 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs

[For Free quote ring Licensed Waste Carrier|
Mick Eardiey Fully Insured
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services

Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gales made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.

(Odd Jobs and much more No job too small

Prompt and Reliable Servic

HIDEAWAY LANDSCAPES

105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch. 01634 231693
Www thehideawaynursery.co.uk

GARDEN DESIGN, LANDSCAPING
AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE
We tackle Jobs BIG or small, Patios,

Planting, Pruning & most others.

— Happy to help —

for Doggie Holidays

Look after friendly dogs in your

own home while their owners are away.
Great companionship & exercise.
Completely flexible. Fully supported

Call Sally Hall. 01634 577488

www_.barkingmad.uk.com

01634 263539
24
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month

Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

Redstar CARS — Private Hire
Adrports, days/nights out, local &
reliable, bookings only. Good rates.
Tel 01634 324990 / 07956 877 432

HAPPY PANTS = HAPPY PETS!
Dog walking, pet sitting & holiday
boarding. Where all pets have fun!
Local, friendly, professional pet
services. (1754 3635 289/ 01634
610917, www.happypants.co.uk

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

ADP BUILDING & Carpentry Ltd
for all your building & carpentry
needs. No job too small, free quotes.
Contact ADP on 01634 234371 07590
322 662.

MUSIC RECORDING STUDIO.
Small & friendly studio in back garden
for songwriters using latest
technology. Trevor 01634-262955

The High Pressure Cleaning Co.
Driveways, Patios, Paths, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Tennis Courts,
Stables, Swimming Pool Areas
Conservatories, Drain Jetting
Graffiti Removal, Repair Work.
Domestic and Commercial

01795 841457/07982623767
www.thehpccompany.co.uk

PJ PLUMBING AND HOUSE
Maintenance. Bathroom design,
installation and tiling. All plumbing
services inc cylinders and radiators.
All handyman services e.g.decorating,
gardening Bathroom adaptations for
people with disabilities and Surestop
24 hour call out, no job too large or
small and free estimates. Call Paul on
01622 672663 or 0791 3012848
MOBILE FOOT CARE

Nail trimming, reduction of thickened
nails, removal of corns and hard skin,
ingrowing nails, For treatment in the
comfort of your home by registered
and insured practitioner contact

Ann on 07880 893614

LOCAL GARDEN SERVICES.
Mowing, weeding, planting, etc No job
too small. Sam 07531 705 765

GET SLIM FOR SUMMER.
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 6pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

YOGA Classes /IDANCE Meditation
Join us to improve health & wellbeing
Beginners welcome. Call Evi 01634

317463 Website www.freed-om.co.uk

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
David 01634 365427

PMA GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing, strimming, hedges, weeding,
general garden care. No job too small.
Local — honest — friendly. Fully insured.
01634 319721 or 07890 930 905

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Margaret 01634 233270

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

PIANO / KEYBOARD LESSONS
Classical — Contemporary. Theory &
practical exams available. Please call
Sheryl 07935 860 560

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388, Mob 07743 128240

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Self Assessment, VAT, invoicing,
management accounts, payroll. 01634
317190

Fully Qualified ELECTRICIAN
Friendly and Reliable service. All
electrical work undertaken. No call out
charge. All works fully insured and
guaranteed. NICEIC fully Approved.
Part P registered. Contact lan on 07977
32799.
BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 200 litre Grower Bales of
Peat £14.00, Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639,

MASSAGE / BEAUTY / Spray Tan
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 / 07930 378834,
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging, tidying. Competitive
rates. 01634 309822

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED

Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387,
SCOUT HUT, Wigmore available
for daytime hire. Competitive rates.
Further details Arthur 01634 361917

ANDREW'S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying leak
01634 234149 /mobile 07960 111 266

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 16 years’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. [SM member. 01634 365453

MEDITATION, ALL LEVELS,
Weekly sessions from £5. Tel 01795
843354, www. gaia-angelicus.co.uk

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631,

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

D.B. VEHICLE RECOVERY

Short or long distances. Sensible rates.
Scrap cars wanted for cash. Scrap metal
also taken. 07836 585911.

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799,

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, [ come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofts/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370.

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2V to 5 years.
Enguiries please phone 01634 366574

WATERLOO PLUMBING & IHeating.

Mo job too small. Over 30 years”
experience. 07712 760 147

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

DISCO - professional entertainment for
any occasion. *“The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928
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PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green,
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 328537,
THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
ITam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3-
11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Tots’n"All (pre
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (school years1-5) 6.15. Fri
Club Extra (school years 7-10) 7.30
Visitors welcome, Pastor Rev T.J.
Woaod. 01634 388187.

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217,

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183460,
GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or 079234
76573

MATHS TUITION to GCSE and
A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years” experience. 01634 234732,
PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842097 or 07811 606988

CD TILING: Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Floors & Walls. No job too small. Call
Craig on 01634 573017/ 07825 757 582,

GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service, 01634 378763,
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings, First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
RALPH'S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
M&P PRESSURE CLEANING
Services. Driveways, Patios, Boats &
Conservatories. Plus general
maintenance. Free quotes, Fully
insured. Call 01634 319721, Mobile
0777 584 6915.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
Sparkles GLITTER PARTIES 4 all
NEW! Trendy Toenail Wraps. 376270
SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly housebound.

Dentures made and repaired. Free of
charge for people receiving guaranteed
pension credit.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

C & JCLEARANCE

Houses, garages, lofts, sheds & gardens
cleared. Individual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
efficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& friendly service.Free estimates No job
too small, KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Mobile 078127
34570/ 07970 759404

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To hook
phone 01634 231350,

Your Business & Kent Wildlife Trust
KWT works in partnership with local
businesses from sole traders to large
corporations to improve the natural
environment in Kent. The FSB is holding
a breakfast meeting 7.30am at Priestfield
Thurs 28 July where you can learn about
the financial & other possible benefits to
your business. For more details call
Hamish on 01634 310011.

CRAFT & PRODUCE
MARKET
Saturday 16th July
9.00am—12.30pm

Millennium Centre Rainham

Proceeds to St Margaret's Church
FREE Entry to the public
Future Market August 20th

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

Apprenticeship served

LADY
DECORATOR
Karen =
Spooner a 8
Fully qualified with

'mw@y
20 years ' experience

All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 233813
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Raise money for St Margaret's Church

Recycle your old printer
cartridges and toners

Place them in a special collection bin at

Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham
Open 9.00am—>5.00pm
Monday—Saturday

Cartridge World of 11 Watling Street,
Chatham purchase these empty
containers for refill—not landfill




JOKHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Come and browse amongst our constantly
changing selection of good quality used
Books
(Fiction, Non Fiction and Children’s)
DVD’s, Videos and Vinyl Records.
All at fantastically low prices.

Brand New Local History Books also in stock
All profits support St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
between 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday

MEDWAY 374028
ISl Hallett’s o)
Plumbing & » 4
H Heating Chris Hallett
| CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

Est. 1971

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

Fortos ssnses wiepnone 01 634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

YANKEE CANDLE

Famous for fragrance for more than 30 years
Summer Deals on Specially
Selected Gifts for all occasions.
Gifts & Glamour
37 Rainham Shopping Centre 01634 360060

1T ] CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind
7J Manufacturers Ltd

Made to Free Quotation and | _Merticals

Measure Curtains Fitting Service | Rollars

— Visit Showroom Unit 8 TR
Reman Blinds Invicta Business Centre |

Venetian
Bredgar Rd. Gillingham e mm—
(near McDonalds,
Beechings Way)

01634 817807

Tracks and Poles Conservatary
Wide Range of

Awnings
Fabrics

| Paticla

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott
07515 630545 or 01795 841387

Jn time of need ...

Funeral Directens Ay
A private family owned and run business (N
* Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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