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Church House, on the right of this view of Rainham High Street from about one hundred years ago, had
been the home of the Dodd family, and later Mr Seymour Wakeley, before it was requisitioned during the
Second World War as a club for forces personel stationed in this area. The house was demolished in the
early 1960s and for many years the site was derelict. It is now occupied by the Healthy Living Centre and
all that remains of Church House is the palm tree which grew in the garden. This is one of the pictures in *A
Third Picture Book of Rainham’ available from Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road at £7.99 (£4 from each
sale is donated to St Margaret’s Church) online from Abebooks.co.uk or Amazon .co.uk.

Robert J. Kithey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

Every year we religiously, or perhaps unreligiously
would be a better word, buy cards to send to our
relatives and friends with *Christmassy’ pictures of
snowy winter scenes and possibly a cute robin
redbreast to add a bit of colour. Throughout the
Christian world, even in Australia where snow is
rarely seen other than on the Snowy Mountains, the
same pictures are associated with Christmas. However
until last year here in the south for the past twenty
years or so we had hardly a covering of snow, not one
that lasted more than a couple of days and certainly
not before Christmas. Last year the cycle turned and
after heavy falls in December we had one of our
coldest winters for a long time with deep snow on the
ground for a considerable period. Judging from the
Arctic blast at the end of November this year could
well be shaping up and heading in the same direction.
However before that we have all the fun of Christmas
to enjoy. I have recently been dipping into a book
written by the Yorkshire School Inspector, Gervase
Phinn, in which he recounts many tales of his
experiences in the Dales during the Christmas season.
The title of the book is derived from a story about a
young boy who insisted to the visiting parson that the
baby in the Christmas story was definitely named
Wayne not Jesus, he knew for certain because that was
what they sang in assembly *A Wayne in a Manger’.
At one school an overheard conversation between the
Headteacher and an anxious parent about the
forthcoming Nativity play included in all seriousness
the question ‘So what’s this play about then?” In
another school a father complained “You always do
the same play every Christmas you want to do
something different!” [ am sure there will be many
amusing incidents in the childrens plays this year but
am pleased our schools still herald Christmas in the
traditional manner. At least the children gain some
small glimpse of the reason why we celebrate and that
it is not just about eating, drinking and receiving
numerous pI’CSCI'IIS.

We include many festive related items in our pages all
begging for your attention. Local charities benefit
from the feeling of goodwill and again this year the
Lions and Rotarians will be coming to a street near
you with Father Christmas on his sleigh. All the
money collected during these outings is donated to
good causes including Kent Air Ambulance, Kent

Association for the Blind, Wisdom Hospice,
Macmillan Nurses, Crossroads Care and the Salvation
Army and is ultimately used to the benefit of local
people. A complete list of the various destinations for
Father Christmas is on page 13. On page 7 you will
find the times of several church services for
Christmas. The various special services, usually with
many traditional carols, are a wonderful start to the
holiday reinforcing the meaning for young children
and providing us all with a quiet time for reflection in
the otherwise hectic period.

Have a great time and as usual we will see you again
in the middle of January with our combined Jan/Feb
edition. We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and
prosperous new year.

Correspondence

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Dear Editor
St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive | 1th December
12.00noon
This year the Market will offer “A Little bit of
Germany in Wigmore™, and you can expect to see
many of the features of a European Christmas Market
both indoors and outside there will be Christmas stalls,
crafts to purchase, hot lunches (gluhwein, pies,
bratwurst, soup), hot chestnut and pie man, games and
amusement, jewellery and charity stalls, with festive
music throughout the afternoon.
Santa has promised to come and visit and he will
arrive at 12.00 when Reh Chishti our local MP will
open the Market. Santa will be in his grotto all
afternoon and there will be a chance for the young
ones (and the older ones if they wish!) to have their
photo taken when they visit him. The photos will be
framed and available to take away in 30 minutes!
Charities are invited to apply for a FREE indoor stall -
please call 01634 372508 as soon as possible as
numbers are limited.
The afternoon will be topped off at 2.30pm when the
Salvation Army Band will lead carols and the
Christmas tree will be lit. This offers a great
opportunity to get your festive Christmas underway.
We hope to see AF readers at St Matthew’s and we
wish everyone a “Happy Christmas and Joyous New
Xiears:
Yours sincerely
Paul Warren

A CHRISTMAS HAMPER

Dear Editor

Wigmore MADS present 'A Christmas Hamper'.
Come and join us for an evening of Christmas music
and carols on Friday 17th December at 8pm in St
Matthew's Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore.

Book your tickets early from Sue on Medway
370639, £6 & £5 concessions,

Yours sincerely
Sue Burrows
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RAINHAM CHILDHOOD
Dear Editor,

Reading the letter from John Reed in the September
2009 issue of Action Forum about living in Wigmore
as a child in the Second World War reminded me of
my childhood in Rainham at the same time.

My father was in the navy and away most of the
time. We lived in Orchard Street just above St
Margaret’s Hall (no longer there). At that time
Orchard Street didn’t continue right to the top as it
does today but was a dirt track from Broadview
Avenue up to the “Ack Ack’ station (sorry Anti
Aircraft Guns) in the open area below the woods.

At the beginning of the war I was attending the
Church School at the top of Station Road (also no
longer there). There were no shelters at the school so
if the air raid siren went children who lived close to
school had to run home, that included me. We had a
“dug out” (Anderson Shelter) in the garden and spent a
lot of time down there, in fact the grocer used to come
down the back garden and deliver our supplies there —
he wasn’t afraid of air raids.

As children we used to watch the aircraft *dog fights®
and see them do a victory roll if they hit anything.
After one particularly heavy raid my little brother had
been sick so mother took him into the house. The boy
next door and I were in our respective gardens when a
plane came very low over the roofs. We thought he
was one of ours and waved to him but then he climbed
straight up into the sky and two objects came out of
the plane. I called into the house “Mum two little
aeroplanes are coming out of this big one’ then | heard
the whistling noise and dashed for the shelter, they
were two bombs, 1 believe they landed in Berengrave
Lane.

Another time during a night raid a bomb was
dropped on the Ack Ack Station. My! all the guns
went off at once, you could hear shrapnel dropping on
the roofs and a couple of days later we Kkids went to
play in the crater. One of our games after a raid was to
see who could find the largest piece of shrapnel. Of
course a lot of the children had been evacuated with
the teachers so school for us who stayed at home was
somewhat sporadic.

Yours sincerely
Brenda Pearson
99 Taverners Road.

T

ability/Qutlet

What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
part exchange, deliver, train, fix.
Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more
7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG
Tel 01634 375537

TYLAND BARN VISITOR CENTRE Sandling
Come and visit Tyland Barn Visitor Centre which has
exhibitions about wildlife and conservation with
plenty of hands-on displays for children.

A variety of Kentish habitats surround this wooden
17th century barn. The park is rich in wildlife, it has a
large pond, meadow, chalk bank and scrub habitats,
as well as a bird watching hide and displays on
composting, ‘green picnics’ and a wide variety of
different native plant species. The car park also has
recycling facilities.

While you visit have a cup of tea and a bite to eat.
There is also a shop selling an extensive range of
wildlife and environment related books and gifis.
Opening times are: January - December: Monday to
Friday 10am - 5pm, Saturday, Sunday and Bank
Holidays 1lam - 4pm. Closed at Christmas and New
Year, re-opens on Saturday 8th January 2011.

1001 ARABIAN NIGHTS
A hilarious pantomime by TLC Creative
January 7:8:13:14:15:20:21:22:28:29
Curtain up at 8.00pm with matinees
every Saturday at 2.00 & 5.00pm
Tickets available on 0844 8793224
This traditional family pantomime is packed full of
comedy, music and colourful costumes. Come to
cheer the heroes, boo the baddies and have fun with
Dame Barber and her sons Ali and Sinbad.

A family of 4 (2 adults & 2 children) just £26! So
book now and enjoy a great evening of family
entertainment. Oh yes you will!

SAMANTHA DICKSON Brain Tumour Trust
Thank you to all who have supported our recent fund
raising activities. Tea at the Millennium Ritz raised
£183 and the Barn Dance a total of £524.50, both
sums have been sent to the charity. Our next event is
on February 12th, a Musical Evening in St Margaret’s
Church. Olwen O'Dowd 01634 263622

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
sConservatories — designed and built
sUpgrades to existing roofs
sNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
eMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

FENSA

Curtains & Blinds 1
s FINDLAY DESIGNS :

Hand Made Curtains,
, Swags & Tails and Pelmets

o

Blind

' Roman, Vertical and Roller Blinds

.. 01634 262135

Sharon Findlay

-
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Diary 2010

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
affedthenet.uk.net or

5. Meresborough Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent MES

Diary Copy Date: 4th January

December 4th - Friends of St.Margaret's, Lower
Halstow, Christmas Craft and Produce Sale,
10.00am - 12.30 pm.

December 4th - Miers Court Primary School,
Silverspot Close, Christmas Fayre, 11.00am —
2.00pm.

December 4th - Bryony School Christmas Fayre, St
Matthew's Hall, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, 12- 3pm.

December 4th & 5th - Christmas Open Studio at the
Old Reed Bed Studios, 11.00am -5.00pm each day,
The Street, Lower Halstow, 01795 842481
infoooldreedbedstudios.co.uk

December 5th - Friends of St Margaret's, Lower
Halstow, Christmas Craft Activity Morning, 10.00 -
11.30am.

December 5th - Medway Towns Footpath Group, meet

Stephen Manning 375821, 10.00am, Upchurch Golf
Club for a 6 mile Christmas Dinner walk. No Dogs.

December 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike
& Coral 10.00am commuter car park, Bredhurst for
6 miles along paths and lanes to Yelsted, Pub at end.

December 5th - Tree Dressing, Riverside Country
Park, 11.00am —12.30pm. Accompanied children 5
12 years, No need to book. £1 per child.

December 5th - Sunday Service with special guest
Medium Diane Hubert 6.30pm at The Centre,
M2Services, Farthing Corner, Rainham MES 8PQ.
01634 366944 www.thecentreonline.co.uk

December 5th - Holywell Primary School Christmas
Fayre, 2pm — 4 pm, All welcome to the festive fun,

December 6th — The Monday "Hub", St Paul's Church,
Deanwood Drive, Parkwood, 10am - Ipm, light
refreshments, lively conversation and much more.
Free car park, details Jennie Spalding 01634 360664

December 6th - Parkwood Leisure Club, St Paul’s
Church, Parkwood each Monday 2.00pm. Mr

Endicott talk ‘Police Museum’. New members
most welcome, contact 01634 366056 or 261098,

December 6th — Rainham Wives meet 8.00pm
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham,
The Phoenix Singers. New members of all ages
are very welcome. We have a variety of
speakers/activities etc. Subs £1.50 per meeting,
this includes coffee and biscuits, for more details
contact Sue on 01634 230639.

December 7th - Healing is freely given Every
Tuesday 7.30pm and before Sunday service
6.00pm. All healers are fully insured. The Centre,
M2Services, Farthing Corner, Rainham MES 8PQ
01634, 366944 www.thecentreonline.co.uk

December 7th — Fairview Frogs parent/carer and
toddler group every Tuesday in term time, 10.00
11.30am Fairview Community Primary School,
messy and fun activities, details 01634 338710.

December 7th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm United
Reformed Church (rear hall), Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, programme discussion for next year.
Visitors welcome Kay Buss 01634 232998,

December 8th — Friends of Demelza inaugural
group tea/coftee morning meeting. Anyone
interested in attending please contact Laura, at
Demelza on 07717 731625, or Colin 234973

December 8th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm, Bredhurst

Village Hall, An Evening of Laughter — Mrs
Marianne Martin, ring 01634 232617 for details.

‘December 8th — Rainham Poetry Group, 7.30pm, 40,

Birling Avenue, all lovers of poetry welcome, ring
01634 260228 for details.

December 9th — Fairview Tadpoles Parent and Baby

Group every Thursday in term time 1.15 - 2.45pm
Fairview Community School, 01634 338710.

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting}

day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~
March 8th, June 7th, October 25th, December 6th.
o Gift vouchers o
.+ Find us at www suninthewoodcraftdays co.uk g‘)’b
4 Phone Jacky for brochure. 01622 861983

K.Gillard W
Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 263817
Mobile: 07850 996832

reg. 206985

clectrie cookers.

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repair and
mstallation ol gas central
heating, boilers, ires, gas and

01622 730960 / 07799887754

LOGS
TURF
TOPSOIL
BARK

LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN
INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700

December 9th — Hempstead Leisure Club for over
50°s — Games, tea and chat. Hempstead Village
Hall. behind All Saints Church, 169 Hempstead
Road, 2-4pm. New members welcome. Phone
01634 366907.

December 9th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Friends of
Gambian Schools — Paul Warren, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore,
2.00pm. For people over 50, ring 235507 .

December 10th — MKAS meet at Bredhurst Village
Hall second and last Friday each month. Christmas
Meeting. For observing they meet on the other
Fridays at the Victoria Hotel Canterbury. Details
phone Trev on 07717 678795 or see
www.midkentastro.org.uk

December 10th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group. Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost their
spouse or a close relative, join us for a cuppa and
chat, ring Julie on 01634 364309 for details.

December 10th — Gillingham and Rainham Local
History Society, United Reformed Church,
Balmoral Road. Gillingham, 7.15pm. Mr. C. Jupp,
History of the West Kent Regiment. For more
information contact Mr Baker, 01634 854982,

December 11th — Christmas Market, St Matthew’s,
Drewery Drive 12.00noon details 01634 372508.

December 11th - Rainham Ladies Choir 12noon to
2.00pm ,Hempstead Valley Centre, raising money
for Macmillan Nurses

December 11th — Instep Dancing, Christmas Dance
Ticket only. Rainham School for Girls, Derwent
Way. ring 01634 3637338

December 11th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham
7.30 — 10.00pm. New and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner for more
information ring 366189 or 388546.

December 12th - Medway Towns Footpath Group,
meet Stephen Manning 01634 375821 10.00am,

Faversham park on the street Preston Lane /
Catherine’s Drive for a 6 mile *Up the Creek’ flat
walk through Faversham. No Dogs.

December 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Marian 01795 661474, 10.00am Chestnut Street
for 4.5 mile easy walk good views, Pub at end.

December 13th - Parkwood Leisure Club. Mothers
Union Christmas Service and tea at St Matthew’s
Church (see 6th Dec).

December 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Mike & Coral 10.00am commuter car park,
Bredhurst for 6 miles via Scragged Oak, Pub end.

December 13th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group for those still in employment 7.15 - 9.00pm.
Millennium Centre, ring Julie on 01634 364309

December 13th — Rainham Wives, Christimas
Evening with mince pies (see 6th Dec).

December 14th — Medway Antique & Collector’s
Club. 7.30 for 8.00pm. St George Hotel, New
Road. Chatham, Christmas Dinner, Visitors £2.50
anyone interested welcome, ring 01474 823606.

December 16th — Hempstead Leisure Club,
Christmas Lunch at Bybrook Barn, (see 9th Dec).

December 16th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Carols
and Readings for Christmas and presentation of
Charity Cheque (see 9th Dec).

December 16th — Rainham Women Institute 1.45
4.00pm Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road,
Christmas Meeting with a *Bring and Share” tea.
Visitors welcome Tor small entry charge per visit.
More information from 01634 364639.

December 17th — Wigmore MADS *A Christmas
Hamper™ Christmas music and carols, 8.00pm, St
Matthew's Community Centre, Drewery Drive.
Tickets from Medway 370639, £6 & £5 cons.

December 18th - Rainham Ladies Choir with
Salvation Army Band Caral Concert 7.30pm
Royal Dockyard Church ring 01634 365806 or
email secretary@rainhamladies.org.uk £7 adults
£3 children Under 10

December 18th — Medway Folk Dance , (1 1th Dec).

December 18th — Paranormal Investigations, arrive
§.00 - 8:30pm, activities start 9.00pm, finish
3.00am approx. Tickets £45, Over 18's only, Fort
Amherst, Dock Road, Chatham. For more
information 01634 847747 www.fortamherst.com

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

« RECEPTION PROBLEMS?
« NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!
+» REPAIRS » EXTRATV POINTS
« CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
» FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
« COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

kituated in a guiet rural location in an area

o outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

for cats only.

o completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

provided.

fiewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nicholal
Telephone: 01634 235032

Email: info@whiskerslodge.comy
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com|
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CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 201 YEARS

JIAD

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
. Accounts

} Bloors Lane. Rainham. T

Kent MER TEG e

Tel: 01634 373222 *  Book-keeping

Fax: 01634 37131 Payroll

k Mail: admin jadaccountants.co.uk +  Audit

www jad sage2d4.com +  Associated Services

Craniosacral Therapist
Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions includin
eneck/ back/ joint pain
sheadaches
estress & anxiety
Based in Rainham
Sharon Cresswell RCST
01634 304308 or mob. 07896 468456
email sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk
(E5 discount off first treatment on production of this ad)

Quolified technician. References available

D 0 I T 4 U home improvements|handyman

Kitchens ® Bathrooms e Tiling ® Rudiatars # Doors # Sockets
Flooring # Lighting * Blinds ® Shelves ® Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!
Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
Mo solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG S
BRYANT ]

CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
A1_RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

...... Bookings only....
Alrports—Hospitals-Days/Nights out
Nightclubs—Friendly and Reliable

*  gGatwick from £55.00 %
E* Heathrow from £75.00 *

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 12 years
MNon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Reflexology—New Geleration Manicure & Pedicure
Massage — Bridal — Make up — lash & Brow Tinting

www.cleopatrasbeautyroom.co.uk

Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S & R.S.1.
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.

Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Christmas at St Margaret’s, Rainham

Sunday 5th December 10.30am - Christingle
Sunday 19th December 6.30pm - Carol Service
Christmas Eve 24th December

1.30pm & 4.00pm - Crib Services

11.00pm - Midnight Eucharist

Christmas Day 9.30am - Family Eucharist
Sunday 26th December St Stephens Day 9.30am -
Morning Service

Roman Catholic Services, Rainham

Tuesday 21st December Service of
Reconciliation 8.00pm at St. Thomas's, Rainham
Christmas Eve

Family Mass 6.00pm (preceded by Carols) at St.
Thomas's, Rainham

Mass 9.00pm (preceded by Carols) at St. Peter's,
Twydall

Midnight Mass (preceded by Carols) at St.Thomas's,

Rainham

Christmas Day

Mass 10.00am at St. Thomas's, Rainham

Boxing Day

Mass 9.30am at St. Thomas's, Rainham

Mass 11.15am at St. Peter's, Twydall

No Evening Mass

Rainham Methodist Church

Sunday 12th December - Toy Service

Sunday 19th December - 4.00pm Carol Service,

Christmas Eve 24th December - Midnight

Communion Service, 11.15pm

CAROL CONCERT
Saturday 18th December 7.30pm
Rainham Ladies Choir with
The Chatham Citadel Band of the Salvation Army
The Royal Dockyard Church
Historic Dockyard, Chatham
For tickets £7 adults, £3 children under 10 years
ring 01634 365806 or email
secretary(@rainhamladies.org.uk

f) Nt-aat Feet i f-’

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal MNails
*ingrown Toe Nails
+*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:

01634 322591

MACMILLAN CENTENARY

Next year is the Macmillan Cancer Support's
Centenary. We are challenging local organisations,
business and individuals to sign up to the Macmillan
Centenary 100 year challenge.

We are challenging 100 local organisations, groups
and businesses to pledge their support to Macmillan
during our centenary year 201 1.

From £10 - £1,000, sitting in a bath of beans,
running 5k, holding an event, to being to be your
organisations 'nominated charity of the year', we are
here to support your fundraising in any way we can.
We are all affected by cancer, we can all help, to
raise money for essential Macmillan services.

To pledge your support, or for more ideas, contact
Liz O'Hanlon on 01622 600050 or email:

eohanlong@macmillan.org.uk

LACEY THEATRE COMPANY
Presents
Carol: A Story for Christmas
With Bob Hartman
Friday 17th December doors open 7.00pm
St Mark’s Church, Gillingham
Tickets £7.50, Family ticket £25
For tickets or further information
ring 01634 570489

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Marie Curie Cancer Care is currently recruiting
dafTodil box organisers and coordinators for our
Great Daffodil Appeal 2011. All funds from the
appeal raised in Kent will be spent in Kent on high
quality nursing care to people with terminal cancer
and other illnesses, giving people the choice of dying
at home supported by their families. If you wish to
be a part of our cause please ring 01622 688656 or
visit our website www.mariecurie.org.uk

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

« FUll Installation Service « Worktop Jointing
« AllMajor Brands « Competitive Prices

« Larage Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient priendly, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

e R Plumbin
T.R.T. &Heating J

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer
Installation * Maintenance * Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms = All general plumbing
= Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No, 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR NOVEMBER

In November 1 visited Shorne Wood Country Park
which can be reached via the Cobham and Shorne turn
off from the London bound A2. The park was once
part of the Cobham Hall estate and consists of
woodland, heathland and wetland. Having parked my
car at the Visitor Centre [ took the "Heritage Trail"
through Shorne Wood, which is ancient and semi-
natural and with an under storey of mainly bracken
and bramble. Over the past five years the KCC has
been clearing the wood of invasive rhododendron
bushes and so parts of it currently look somewhat
shell-shocked.

November is usually a month of wet or fogey weather,
little sunshine and dark evenings. Nevertheless,
however depressing the weather may be. a walk
through ancient woodland in November has its
attractions. Birds can be more easily seen, partly
because of lack of leaf cover and partly because many
of them form into large parties, often of mixed
species. Ancient woodland is also the habitat, in
autumn and winter, of some spectacular fungi. Finally,
the branch structure and shape of individual trees can
be best studied once their leaves have fallen. During
my visit, | noticed some impressive oak, beech and
sweet chestnut trees.

The trunk of the oak tree extends to a considerable
girth and it branches grow to be massive and wide-
spreading. The bark of the tree is dark and rough. By
contrast, the beech has a leaden grey, smooth bark into
which lovers carve their initials. The beech has
graceful, pendulous boughs and was considered by
Gilbert White to be "a truly noble tree". The sweet
chestnut has a stately, spreading crown and its bark
runs in a spiral manner around the trunk.

In clearing the woods, the KCC have left dead and
dying trees standing. unless they were alongside a
visitor trail. Over four hundred species of insects can
be found on an oak tree.for example, when it is alive
and in leaf. Even when dead. the tree remains a home
to grubs and other invertebrates, which are the food of
birds such as woodpeckers and nuthatches. These
species. as well as members of the tit family, nest in

holes in dead trees. Furthermore, many colourful
fungi can be found on dead wood and, during my
walk through Shorne Wood. I came across beefstake,
bracket and honey fungus. In a part of the park that
was once a clay pit, now partly covered in silver
birch trees, I noted the red caps of fly agaric fungi.
According to the poet Keats, Autmn was "a season
of mists and mellow fruitfulness". During the first
half of autumn, our ancient woodland can be a
source of a variety of berries, fruit and nuts for those
birds and mammals anxious to fatten up against the
hardships of the coming winter. Keenly sought out
are holly, yew, rowan and wild service berries; crab
apples; and acorns, sweet chestnuts and beech masts.
However, by November, any such bounty will be
coming to an end, having been largely eaten or
buried for future consumption. During my visit I did,
however, came across a jay still collecting acorns in
its crop for subsequent burial and two grey squirrels
scratching out hideaway holes under sweet chestnut
trees.

We humans also enjoy eating sweet chestnuts, those
on sale in the green grocers are usually imported
from countries with warmer climates than our own.
Roasting takes away the bitterness of those chestnuts
gathered from the wild in this country and no doubt
many readers will remember the sellers of roasted
chestnuts in London's West End, particularly
Leicester Square.

Apart from the afore mentioned jay. I disturbed a
mixed flock of blue tits and long tailed tits, whose
constant calling to each other can be a sure indicator
of their presence. They move about together partly in
order to keep a collective eye open for sparrow
hawks and partly in order to find food more easily.
All three species of woodpecker can be seen at
Shorne Park. | saw a great spotted woodpecker and
heard a green woodpecker but failed to come across
the somewhat elusive lesser spotted. Particularly in
hard winters, the great spotted and lesser spotted can
be seen on nut feeders. Both are largely black and
white, the former being a little bigger than a starling
and the latter about the same size as a house
sparrow.

I ended my autumnal walk through Shore Woods at
the cafe in the Visitor Centre, a distinctive building

gﬂfl‘diﬂs CATNAp DRIVING INSTRUCTOR TAURUS LOCKS
LD:;?‘;?&MU’ ) ¥ B 01634 374502 | L ! UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER
:L'“"-i“ﬂ natural z } 07923 618033 | 24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
i & < Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Owner FAB trained t DHU & G E DRIVING Domestic and Commercial Work

Built to FAB specifications

Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household

SCHOOL OF MOTORING
Ged East D.S.A. A.D.1.

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts

Viewing welcome, by appointment anly please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Eispeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

42 Sunningdale Drive
& Rainham
Kent ME8 9EQ

GED EAST - D.5.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

So call today for a great deal, peace of
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
|Mobile: 07775 423744

of low flint walls and a massive, sloping roof of
wooden shingles.
Joe Ennis

BALLOON OVER RAINHAM
On June 12th 1889 the Chatham & Rochester News
reported that "the inhabitants of the little town of
Rainham were aroused from their usual quietude by
the appearance of a monster balloon ... to the delight
of numerous onlookers a descent was made, both old
and young seemed quite amazed at the novel sight".”
As early as 1880 a successful balloon flight had
-arried three passengers all the way from Ashford to
Crediton in Devon.

Balloons, however, were not altogether unknown in
this area, for one of the pioneers of military
ballooning, Major James Templer, had bought Abbey
Court Farm (then apparently known as Lidsey Farm)
at Lidsing in 1883. Templer, together with Captain
C.M.Watson, had started an army ballooning school
at the Royal Arsenal in Woolwich in 1878, using his
own balloon *Crusader’ and a grant of £150 from the
military authorities. The whole operation was
transferred to Chatham a vear later, and it was from
the RE Barracks that cylinders of hydrogen were
carried by wagon to Lidsing, where in accordance
with Templer’s orders a deep pit had been excavated
near The Harrow, from which a balloon could be
inflated and launched. A separate wagon carried the
balloon itself, together with a drum on which was
coiled the wire rope (incorporating a telephone wire)
which would anchor the inflated balloon to the
wagon.

The use of balloons for military reconnaissance was
already well-established - the French employed them
during the Napoleonic Wars, and they had also
proved useful during the American Civil War. When
British Forces were fighting in the eastern Sudan in
1885 a detachment of balloonists from the Royal
Engineers under Major Templer took part. A
contemporary report related that on the 25th March “a
balloon accompanied the convoy to the zeriba [a
fortified camp]. and probably frightened the natives,
as no attack was made’. Unfortunately high winds
generally made it impossible to employ the balloon.
The Chatham & Rochester News had carried an item
about Major Templer in April 1888, when the soldier
had been court-martialled at Brompton Barracks

charged with “disclosing secrets of military
ballooning to persons unknown’ (believed to be
connected with the Italian Government). But he was
honourably acquitted, and obviously no stigma was
attached to his name, for he married the following
year.
Templer’s men were unkindly referred to as
“Balloonatics’, and certainly flights were not
without risk. In December 1881 Templer and two
others (Mr.A.Gardner and Mr Walter Powell) were
carrying out meteorological observations: air
temperature at different heights and amount of snow
in the air. They set out from Bath and travelled over
Somerset and Dorset, but as their vessel approached
Bridport the wind threatened to carry it out to sea.
They attempted to land and Templer jumped out,
holding the valve line, and tried to release the valve.
The reduction in weight lifted the balloon several
feet off the ground so that when Gardner jumped. he
broke his leg and the balloon rose still higher.
Templer, desperately trying to maintain hold of the
line, urged Powell to climb down, but the rope was
torn from his hands, and Powell, himself a keen
balloonist with his own balloon and a private
easworks to inflate it, was carried away, never to be
seen again.
Despite such incidents many flights were very
successful, as the Rainham occurrence
demonstrates, and the British Army continued to
experiment with both balloons and giant kites. An
article in Bygone Kent (Vol.16 No.8) has several
excellent photographs showing army wagons and
balloons, and remarks that it was not unusual to see
these over Lydd, ‘with one, two, or even three men
suspended from them in light baskets’. Ballooning
at Lidsing, though, had ended by the close of the
nineteenth century.
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RSPB TALKS

The RSPB Medway Local Group Talks,

Strood Library, 7.45 — 10.00pm., Admission £3.00.
December 21st—Everything you've wanted to
know about Trees

January 18th — Sorting Sparrow and The Finch
Factor—David Darrell-Lambert
www.medway-rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
» CHIPPING

+ STUMP GRINDING LlN
« PLANTING DSA

. FIREI & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

+ FIREWOOD

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER Ve
For all your Plumbing Services @/
Reg No HELP is on its way

6629
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
safe POWER FLUSHING
~ ™™ LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MEB OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Munn Academy of Dance
2 Pupils from age 2yrs to professional =2

a7 Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modem, Gym, éj’{
f Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition /

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner |.D.T A.

Medway 234168

CARPENTRY =«

DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING - DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
01634 362541 or 07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

D)./ Builders &
Decorators

EXTENSIONS + GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

CLEANING
OF DRIVES & PATIOS
Sealing & Repairs
We Do The Dirty Work For
You...And Bring It Back Like
New GENERAL COMMERCIALY
McCourts
01634 375569
0800 298 7338
www.mccourtskent.co.uk
51 Wigmere Road, Wigmore,
Gillingham

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
ENTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCL,
City & Guilds [/ Institute of Carpenters
TOPQUALITY AL COVPETTTIVE
RITES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAvVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
* Member of Gas Safety Register
+ All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
MNew Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &

Serviced Gift Vouchers Available

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Jigsaw Driving Schoo L
friendly, patient and reliable tuition

Fer more information or to apply online
www. jigsawdrivingschool.co.uk
01634 378018
or text 07812695921

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified £ insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations
Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MEs 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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December [9th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Terry & Lesley 07958574363 10.00am Jeskyns
Country Park for 4 miles easy level walk to
Cobham, Pub at end.

December 19th - Medway Towns Footpath Group,
meet John Williams 01622 764821 10.00am,
Sheldwich Village Hall for a 5 mile walk via
Badlesmere Court and Shepherds Hill. No Dogs.

December 19th - A magical, candlelight, Victorian
Christmas Service. All welcome to share this
wonderful evening 6.30pm at The Centre, M2
Services, Farthing Corner, Rainham. 01634 376507
www.thecentreonline.co.uk

December 20th — The Monday "Hub", St Paul's
Church, Deanwood Drive, Parkwood, 10am - 1pm,
light refreshments, lively conversation and much
more. , details Jennie Spalding 01634 360664

December 20th — Wigmore WI, 7.30pm Scout Hut,
Edwards Close, Wigmore, ring 263405 for details.

December 20th - Rainham Evening Women's
Institute, 7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham,
Christmas Party, competition Ivory/Bone, 372282 .

December 21st — The RSPB Medway Local Group
Talk, Strood Library, 7.45 — 10.00pm, £3.00,
Everything you've wanted to know about Trees
www.medway-rspb.pwp.bluevonder.co.uk.

December 21st - Santa at the Park, Riverside Country
Park, 1.00 — 4.00pm. Crafts and visit Santa., Book
in advance (by Dec 11th) 337432, £2.50 per child.

December 23rd — Wigmore Thursday Club, Informal
Meeting, (see 9th Dec).

December 26th - Medway Towns Footpath Group,
meet Brenda Willson 11.00am, Ospringe Water
Lane for a 5.5 mile undulating walk via Painters
Forstal. Dogs allowed.

December 31st — Instep Dancing, New Years Eve
Dance Ticket only, ring 01634 363738,

January 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geoff
07525161766 11.00am All Saints Church, Iwade
for 4 miles easy walk on the marshes, Pub at end.

January 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim
10.30am village hall, Otford for 8 miles along
North Downs Way, Pub at end.

January 3rd — The Monday "Hub", (see 20th Dec).

January 7.8,13,14,15,20,21,22,28,29th - The
Oasthouse Theatre, 1001 Arabian Nights,
8.00pm Saturday matinees 2.00 & 5.00pm
Tickets available on 0844 8793224

January 6th — Wigmore Thursday Club,
Gillingham Lions — Chris Isles, (see 9th Dec).

January 8th — Medway Folk Dance, (11th Dec).

January 9th - Medway Ramblers Walk meet Tony
& Ann 01634 406634 10.00am Teapot Museum,
Yalding for 6 miles in Medway Valley, Pub at
end prebook 01622 814359 or bring picnic lunch

January 10th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group for those still in employment (13th Dec).

January 11th — Medway Antique & Collector’s
Club, 7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New
Road, Chatham, *Soldier, sailor will you marry
me?", Visitors welcome, ring 01474 823606.

January 13th — Wigmore Thursday Club,
Humorous Poetry — Terry Godwin (see 9th Dec

January 14th — Gillingham and Rainham Local
History Society, Mr. Lower, Music Halls and
Theatres in the Post War Years. (see 10th Dec).

January 14th — MKAS, Peter Parish - Constellation
of the month (see 10th Dec).

January 16th- Medway Ramblers Walk, choice of
two walks meet Beryl & Sally 07765242148
10.00am Eynsford bridge for 5.5 miles riverside
walk, Pub at end or meet Jan & Arthur 01634
711734 10.00am Leicester Square, Penshurst for
11.5 miles via Hever, Chiddingstone and
Morden, bring picnic lunch, Pub at end

January 17th — The Monday "Hub", (see 20th Dec).

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service

01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company
i Fair Trater
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

1 - -
Boiler-Tech Services
Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs — LPG and Oil
Al work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP
CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
{over 30 years' experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved, Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

| ™ Spec ]:.lll“\i‘; in \‘u.“s. Floors =
3 ate, lerr u,nltn »1ud Mos: :lc..ﬂ

b
re £
i

|| or labour only !

“01634 235714

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADs“mFEK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPQOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor

Jam
01634 3?5129 07802 698300

es Zammit Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES B8NS
Domestic Installer

Solicitors
Fixed Fees ~ Home Visits
Extended opening hours ~ Saturday opening
Wills ~ Business Law ~ Road Traffic Law
Criminal Law ~ We come to you

01634 544544 Cmy brief

www.mybrief.com SsmaticiTons

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance wark undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

P Biind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

y Removal of Old Timber # : X
1 " Maintenance Free Exteriars g 5
| Fuli Ventilation with Sird Guard
243 Edwin Road. Rainham, Kent ME& 0LJ

LINWOOD Panasonic |

ELECTRONICS
Est. 1982

waewlinwoodhe . com

Plasma, LCD, DVD & Home Cinema

Sales, Service, Set Up & Accessories
01634 230261. 70 Station Road, Rainham.

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

or

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS i
All aspects of decorating and small

building works undertaken including Block %
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years

Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01 34'362170 Curtains 01634 387749

or Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier|
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services

Faths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning.,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
dd Jobs and much more No job too small

Prompt and Reliable Service]

["}
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January 17th — Rainham Wives, New Year Party (see
6th Dec).

January 18th — GHS Floral Art Group, Sharing talents
— what are you good at? (see 7th Dec).

January 18th — The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Strood Library, 7.45 — 10.00pm, £3.00, Sorting
Sparrow and The Finch Factor—David Darrell-
Lambert (see 21st Dec).

January 19th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Andy Garland
Ilustrated talk “Allotments’, Hyacinth Show,
7.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, 01634 233554 for
details, new members welcome.

January 20th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Friends,
Faith and Feasts — Sylvia Hart (see 9th Dec).

January 20th — Rainham Women Institute, Speaker on
London is stranger than fiction. (see 16th Dec).

January 22nd — Medway Folk Dance Club, { 11th Dec).

January 23rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike &

Coral 10.00am commuter car park, Bredhurst for 6.5

miles via Darland, Capstone, bring snack Pub at end

January 28th — Medway Geographical Society, 7.30 —
9.00pm, Gillingham Adult Education Centre, Green
Street, *Wheels on the bike go round and round”
Journey through Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand
Sue Hendy, all welcome details 01634 362683,

January 30th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Jim
10.00am Maypole PH Borden for 5 mile mystery
tour, Pub at end

ﬂrchm’d Windeuws (Kent) Lud

Manufacturers & Installers of Ouality P1'Cu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches

Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-I'old Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

LIONS & ROTARY CLUBS CHRISTMAS
SLEIGH RUNS

Collecting money for local charities.

This year Father Christmas will again be visiting
many local roads on his sleigh collecting for local
charities. If you would like to see him please listen
for his bell between 6.00pm and 8.15pm in the
following areas.

Friday 10th December, Rotary — Bettescombe Road,
Saturday 11th, Rotary — Rainham Precinct 9.00am -
1.00pm

Monday 13th December, Lions - Hempstead
Monday 13th December, Rotary — Franklin Road,
Tuesday 14th December, Lions - Hempstead
Tuesday 14th December, Rotary — Rainham Station
Wednesday 15th December, Lions - Fairview Ave
Wednesday 15th December, Rotary — Yeoman
Drive, Gillingham

Thursday 16th December, Lions - Lower Beechings
Thursday 16th December, Rotary — Marshall Road,
Friday 17th December, Lions - Kenilworth Drive
Friday 17th December, Rotary — Canterbury Street,
Saturday 18th December, Rotary — Dockyard Outlet
Centre 9.00am — 6.00pm

Monday 20th December, Lions - Twydall

Monday 20th December, Rotary — Eastcourt Lane,
Gillingham

Tuesday 21st December, Lions - Twydall
Wednesday 22nd December, Lions -Parkwood
Wednesday 22nd December, Rotary — Woodlands
Road, Gillingham

Thursday 23rd December, Lions - Parkwood
Thursday 23rd December, Rotary — Napier Road,
Friday 24th December, Rotary — Barnsole Road.
Gillingham

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Bryony School, Christmas Fayre,

St Matthew's Hall, Drewery Drive, Wigmore,

4th December from 12 noon until 3.00pm.

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co,uk

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

HIDEAWAY LANDSCAPES

105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch. 01634 231693
Www.thehideawaynursery.co.uk

GARDEN DESIGN, LANDSCAPING
AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE
We tackle Jobs BIG or small, Patios,

Planting, Pruning & most others.
— Happy o help| —
I

GOING ON HOLIDAY?

We offer a great alternafive to kennels.

o | Your dog stays in a select private home
Iﬁ"‘;ludé‘ with a loving host family.
o s it 2 Complete peace of mind.
Call Sally Hall. 01634 577488
www .barkingmad.uk.com




Small Ads

Price:  £2.20 per line per month

Box Ads: £27.00 per month

£75.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
PIANO / KEYBOARD LESSONS
Classical — Contemporary. Theory &
practical exams available. Please call
Sheryl 07935 860 560

Redstar cars / Local and Friendly
Airports, Days + Nights out, Local
Long distance, Bookings only.

Call 01634 324990 / 07956 877432

11 PLUS TUTOR

Medway and Kent tests covered
Based in Rainham. Call Nick

on 01634 263 723 or 0758 404 7402

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Self Assessment, VAT, invoicing,
management accounts, payroll. 01634
317190

END OF LIFE VEHICLES bought for
cash. Polite, friendly service. Simon
01634 325434 - mob 07882 610 371
Fully Qualified ELECTRICIAN
Friendly and Reliable service. All
electrical work undertaken. No call out
charge. All works fully insured and
guaranteed. NICEIC fully Approved.
Part P registered. Contact Ian on 07977
432799,

REFLE \()L()(-Y! INDIAN HEAD
This wonderful, holistic,
n.ld\mi_ lhu \py treats various problems.
Especially good for stress and backache.
Contact 5: andra Colyer 01634 362863.

GUITAR TUITION

Qualified, experienced specialist in
teaching adults. 01634 376608.
ACCORDION TUITION

Roger Letley 01634 230434

APPLIANCE REPAIRS. Washing
machines, Tumble dryers, Dishwashers,
Ovens, Friendly pmfi.-winn al service with
very low cost repairs, free call out &
advice. Please call (07791 478 692

or 01634 387251

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Margaret 01634 233270

HAVE YOU GOT A PIANO
like to learn to play? I'm a music
graduate with 30 years of teaching
experience. [ will teach you in your
own home. 1/2 hour lesson £14, |

hour £20. Course of 10 beginner
lessons £120. CRB checked.

Text or call Barbara on 07730398800.
WATERTIGHT KENT LTD.
Plumbing and heating specialist. Boiler
installations/Gas central heating
systems. Bathroom inst: lations. Fully
qualified/Gas safe registered. Fully
insured & free quotations. Please call
Dave or Keith 01634 238215 /07703
254731

you'd

SCOUT HUT, Wigmore available
for daytime hire. Competitive rates.
Further details Arthur 01634 361917
SPARKLES PARTIES Makeovers /
Makeup 4 girls, teens, adults. 376270

ART LESSONS & WORKSHOPS
Rainham, call Sandra 01634 309822
www.saa.co.uk/art/sandralmartin

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
YOGA CLA MORNING (Tu/
We/Fr) &Eve (Tu/We). Friendly classes
to improve health & wellbeing. Call Evi
01634 317463 /07742 943781

NEED A PLUMBER?

For that small job or annoying leak
tel 234149,

MEDITATION, ALL LEVELS.
Weekly sessions from £5. Tel 01795
843354, www. .gaia-angelicus.co.uk

General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Also Plumbing, Fencing, Odd Jobs.
Wooden gates made to your design.
DA Price (Medway) Est 1984

01795 842644 Mobile 07860 733980
ANDREW'S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

DAVE BISHOP RECYCLING.
All scrap metal free of charge. Also
garden & other rubbish cleared, big or
small (chargeable). 07836 583911.

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799,

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
(01634 264388, Mob 07743 128240
PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294. | come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.
CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, [looring, roofing, general
building/lofis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199
DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly

housebound. Dentures made and repaired.

Free of charge for people receiving
guaranteed pension credit.
Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating,
No job too small. Over 30 years”
experience. 07712 760 147

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by an
established quality Rainham
Laboratory. Tel: Mardale 263766
BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977,

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
(_ [um.d Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
:pairs. No Job too Small.
and estimates for a first
cla l.ss_;uh. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634
235799.
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 328537,

MASSAGE / BEAUTY THERAPIES
[xtensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 /07930 378834,
THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC \pLL]dh. 01634 871808.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 1am and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers
(3-11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study
& Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Tots'n’All
{pre school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (school yearsl-5) 6.15.
Fri Club Extra {(school years 7-10) 7.30
Visitors welcome. Pastor Rev 1.1,
Wood. 01634 388187.

DISCO — professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552,
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MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
David 01634 365427

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Aftractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2% to 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574.

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

CD TILING: Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Floors & Walls. No job too small. Call
Craig on 01634 575017 / 07825 757 582.

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hcdvx cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, dmklnﬂ ilc‘\l"l'l & build available.
01634 364985 ﬂ?‘)"rﬂ 183466.

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or 079234
76573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services, Call Sandra on
(11795 842007 or 07811 606988

GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service, 01634 378763,

RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
Ballroom, Latin & Sequence Dance
Classes. New adult beginners’ lessons
Rainham area, Wednesday & Friday
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
MATHS TUITION to GCSE and

A Level. Former Head of Maths.

33 years” experience. 01634 234732,
TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

079580 72928

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387,

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946063
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood's book “150 Not Qut™ is a
history of the club 1856 to 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM by
Barbara Mackay Miller and Rosemary
Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old photos,
maps etc with extended captions.
Available in Sunburst Books 21 Station
Road, Rainham. For mail order for all
three books please call AMM Books on
01634 310011.

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 200 litre Grower Bales of Peat
£14.00. Meresborough Nursery.

Medway 231639,

C & JCLEARANCE

Houses, garages, lofis, sheds & gardens
cleared. Indl\, vidual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
efficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& friendly service.Free estimates No job
too small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Mobile 078127
34570 /07970 759404

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCU SSION,
lessons. 14 years® experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons 01634 365453
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall. meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 374734 Mon, Wed, Thurs
& Fri 4.30 to 6.30pm only.
PENFOLD'S MEDWAY
CALENDAR 2011 is now available in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham and Baggins Bookshop, High
Street Rochester at £5.99. Photographs
and verses by Pam Penfold. 15% of
profit goes to Breast Cancer Care (Last
year’s Swale calendar raised £360)

CRAFT & PRODUCE

MARKET
Saturday 18th December
9.00am—12.30pm
Millennium Centre
Rainham
Proceeds to St Margaret’s
Church
FREE Entry to the public

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

LADY

DECORATOR
Karen
Spoener 5 /
Apprenticeship served
.’I'r'::.fh' q.':u!r'ﬁcif with ?V
20 years ' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken

Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 2338135
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

11+ Preparation

Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand
Maths

L

Reasoning

Effective tuition for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent

05602 538 882

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

h



JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We have a constantly changing stock of
Second-hand Books, including children’s books,
DVD's, Videos and Vinyl Records at really
excellent prices
Newly Acquired Local Interest Books
Now in Stock
Browsers always welcome. All profits go to support St
Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
Donations of books always welcome in the shop

MEDWA Y 374028 between 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Y Est 1971 o)
Plumbing & D 4 e
Hcating Chiris Hallett

CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

REPAIRS, GUTTERING. VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For e csimates weprns 01034 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL - We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

YANKEE CANDLE

Famous for fragrance for more than 30 years
Also wide range of other gifts for all occasions

Gifts & Glamour
37 Rainham Shopping Centre 01634 360060
Open 10 - 4 Sundays
Late Night: Thursdays in December to 8pm

CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind
Manufacturers Ltd

D

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

a i ing, | ing,
i Eiee.Oloiation and T AIII aspects of phlsl:errng renclierlng pebble dash!fjg
Measure Curtains Fitting Service S skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
e Visit our ; All work Guaranteed.
il Showroom Behind | _Yenetian Over 25 years experience.
Tracks and Poles Wyevale Garden Conservatory
NIOe R e Ca ot Centre, Hempstead Awnings Call Scott
Wide Range vnings
Fabrics 01634 817807 Ba it 07515 630545 or 01795 844336
Jn time of need ...
a G g X
Funeral Directorns PSALEY
A private family owned and run business s

* 24 hour Personal Service
» Monumental Masons

» Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest

* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Kent MESB BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW




