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One hundred years ago when this picture was taken hop picking was a family affair. This shows my
grandmother, Ada Harris (before she married Leonard Cheeseman and moved to Rainham in 1906) as
a young woman aged about twenty in the centre with her aunt Olive Bramble and grandmother Eliza
Bramble to the left and her brother Austin and aunt Alma Bramble to the right. The picture was
probably taken at Throwley near Faversham where they lived but the scene could have been any-
where in Kent where baskets, as opposed to bins, were used by the pickers. The variety of bin sizes
allowed the hops to be stored until just before the tally man came for the daily count and then tipped
gently into the bushel baskets with plenty of air to bulk up the volume as payment was based on full
baskets. Experienced hoppers knew all the tricks! Imagine working today in the hop gardens dressed
as they were with multi layers, we would be comfortable in shorts and tee shirt.

Robert J. Kitnhey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

Over the past few months real improvements have
been made to many of the children’s playgrounds
scattered around the area. At Riverside and Capstone
Farm Country Parks the updated play areas are very
busy and the participants obviously enjoy themselves.
During the spring work began on the small park on the
old orchard in Mierscourt Road. A small zip wire and
a large swing were installed and as | walked home in
the evening I was pleased to see that the local children
made full use of these new attractions having a great
time. Unfortunately it seems they also proved
irresistible to the gangs of older teenagers who hang
around late into the evening, and sometimes all night,
making themselves a nuisance to the local residents.
Complaints were received and so just as the summer
holidays approached the new expensive play
equipment was removed. Result - the playground has
reverted to the quiet almost deserted area it was
before. Southern Water apparently have work to do on
the site — under the concrete slabs are giant tanks to
catch the run oftf water from Mierscourt Valley during
heavy rain storms to help prevent flooding — so the
play equipment will certainly not be reinstalled before
that is completed and the jury is still out as to whether
it ever will be. It seems a great pity that a few
youngsters by their thoughtless behaviour can ruin a
simple pleasure for many others. Are the youth of
today so out of control that parents allow them to stay
out all night causing havoc?
Since I wrote a couple of months ago about the
proposed name of the new Premier Inn *Gillingham
East” several people have joined in contacting the
company hoping to persuade them to adopt a more
acceptable name. If you wish to add your voice,
apparently nothing is yet decided they are still seeking
opinions, Whitbread Group PLC Whitbread Court,
Houghton Hall Business Park. Porz Avenue,
Dunstable, Beds. LU5 5XE is the address to use.
Since last month two more of the young athletes on
the front cover in July have been identified, standing
centre back are Gillian Gower and Janet Martin, now
only one remains unnamed. Less success with last
months photo but one lady was delighted to receive
her copy of Action Forum and immediately see her
grandmother looking at her from the front page. Edith
Chapman who lived next door to the family shop on
the corner of Durham and Edwin Road is standing
behind Rev Bickley and another reader identified
Winifred Durling who is standing at the extreme right
hand side of the picture.

September always used to be the month for hop
picking. In fact, when our front page picture was taken
in the early 1900s so important was it to the local
economy that the schools had a September hop
picking holiday to allow the children time to
accompany their parents and help with the harvest.
Now no hops are grown in Medway it passes us by.
We have none of the stimuli, the trailer loads of hops
being carried to the oasthouse or the smell of the
drying hops to remind us. However, | am sure there
are many readers who remember the hours they spent
in the hop gardens, how their hands at the end of the
day were black after stripping the hops from the bines
but how it was all eventually made worthwhile at the
end of the season when they received their pay packet.
Regretfully we have to accept the shorter evenings are
fast approaching. September sees the beginning of
autumn but we often still have pleasant warm, sunny
days so do make the most of them and get out and
enjoy the countryside and we will see you again in
October.

Correspondence
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING for Children
Dear Editor,
Classes will resume in September for children from 7
to 15 years. Anyone is welcome, you do not have to be
or have Scottish connections, only a wish to dance.
The pupils are taught the steps and formations for
Scottish Country Dances and may be entered for the
RSCDS Medal Tests when the appropriate standard is
reached. All the current students achieved success in
their grade in examinations held last term.
The children are encouraged to take part in activities
arranged by the Medway and District Caledonian
Association which are suitable for children and their
parents and have on occasions been asked to give
demonstrations at School Fairs in the area.
Classes are held on Friday evenings from 4.30pm at
Wakeley Road in Rainham.
Fees are paid in advance for a 10 week term at £2 per
per session. For further details, contact Mrs. Margaret
Anne Robertson 01634 304372, For details of adult
classes visit www.medwavcaledo ).uk.
¥ sincerely
Barbara Meade 01634 372823

MEDWAY GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
Dear Editor
Medway Geographical Society begins their Autumn
Season on Friday 24th September with “A walk in the
clouds' - a love affair with mountains. The
presentation will be given by Kev Reynolds, an
author, explorer and entertaining speaker. The meeting
will be held in the Adult Education Centre, Green
Street, Gillingham starting at 7.30pm
We look forward to seeing newcomers and old
friends, as well. The entrance fee (for visitors) is only
£1.50! For further information pleasc contact Mrs Pat
Meredith on 01634 362683.
Yours sincerely
Pat Meredith

SCHOOL RUN
Dear Editor,

As a resident of Bredhurst Rd 1 often observe the
arrival of Mum's dropping off their children to school
whilst I'm on my way to work. Most of the Mum's |
have to say are considerate but some not only do not
care about other peoples children they also do not care
about their own. One mother was driving down
Bredhurst Road in her Silver Merc with her own
children still on board clearly texting on her phone
putting who knows how many lives at risk. It then
seems once their children are now safely in the
playground the speed which many then drive away
from the school is no longer an issue. I find this quite
unforgivable, please if you are one of those Mothers
then think about what you are doing for one day the
consequences may be more than you will be able to
live with. )

Name and address supplied to the Editor

BAT & TRAP CONTEST
Dear Editor
I am writing to inform readers that Bredhurst
Woodland Action Group are holding a 'Bat & Trap'
contest & BBQ on 11th September at Arran Bank
Farm, Dunn Street, Bredhurst. The Bat & Trap will
start at 3pm, followed by a BBQ with a sqiection of_
meats, salads & deserts available - soft drinks supplied
or please bring your own. Tickets are £10 per person
(£5 for under 12s) from Jim Chalmers on 07870
878907 or Pam Newman on 01634 233433 (tickets
must be purchased in advance and will not be on sale
on the day). BWAG members and non-members most
welcome.

Yours faithfully

Vanessa Jones

BWAG Trustee

OASTHOUSE THEATRE
Dear Editor

As the autumnal evenings draw nearer why not pay a
visit to Rainham’s very own theatre, the Oasthouse
Theatre where a programme of events are planned.
“Silhouette” A thriller by Simon Brett
September 9.10.11.16.17 & 18th
An ingenious thriller where Detective Inspector
Bruton questions actress Celia Wallis about the
murder of her husband Martin. Did she do it? Book a
set and come and find out for yourself!
‘Revel Around the World’
Friday 24th & Saturday 25th September

B abiﬁtyfl'.)ut!gg
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,

part exchange, deliver, train, fix.

Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more

7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG
Tel 01634 375537 l

Join the RaTS Revellers as they take you on a journey
around the world with an evening full of music ?nd
monologues. You will never get the chance again to
experience France, Amsterdam, America and ‘
Australia all in one evening! Curtain up at 8.00pm for
both shows. Box Office on 0844 8793224
OASTHOUSE THEATRE OPEN DAY
Saturday 2nd October, 11.00am -3.00pm
Did you know you have a theatre right on your
doorstep? If not then come along and have a tour of
the World’s First Oasthouse Theatre. Find out what
goes on behind the scenes of this successful drama
society. Tours throughout the day, pantomime
readings and musical entertainment.

Yours sincerely

Dean Caston

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY
Dear Editor

It's "Back to Church Sunday" on 26th September.
$t Paul's Church, Parkwood (Deanwood Drive), is
having a special weekend at the Church, and
invites you to come and meet us. If you live in the
area this could be the ideal opportunity to "come back
to church” or to come for the first time. On Saturday
25th September, the church is open for coffee, scones
and cakes (all free) from 10.00am - 12.30pm with a
Traidcraft stall, information about us on_drsplay.
"footprints in the sand", something special for the
children. During the afternoon, from 2-4pm, you can
pop in, to sit quietly, pray. light a candle.

On Sunday, you may like to come early (from
9.30am) for coffee and Fairtrade cookies before our
service of Holy Communion at 11am or come at 6.30
for a peaceful short (half an hour) service. The
church will be open until 8pm. More information
from 306806 or 230780. You will be very welcome.

Yours sincerely
Jill Lovell

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
sConservatories — designed and built
sUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
sMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:

01634 363881 / 07973860369
MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

FENSA

- Curtains & Blinds 7]

|| 17— FINDLAY DESIGNS _

| \ Hand Made Curtains,
|| Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets

| 1 Roman, Vertical and Roller Blinds

$haron Findlag 7 01634 262135

-
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Diary 2010

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
affcithenet.uk.net or

5, Meresborough Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent MES

Diary Copy Date: 21st September

September 5th - Open Day Bredhurst Cat Adoption
_ Centre, Matts Hill Road 11am - 4pm, 50p entry.
September 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike
& Coral Patrick, 10.00am, for a 5 mile walk
- Hucking, Hook and Hatchet PH , Pub at end.
September 5th - Medway Towns Footpath Group,
meet Chris Morris 01634 374923, 10.00am,
Goudhurst Public Car Park, Balcombes Hill fora 7
mile walk, mostly flat, a few stiles. Dogs Allowed
SeElember 5th - Help for Hero’s. Paul Kaye in
Concert, Bredhurst Village Hall, 5.00 - 9.00pm
Tckets £8, 01634 235797 or 01795 842014 ‘
September Sth—Service with Guest Medium 6.30pm
free healing from 6.00pm entrance £1 The Centre
Farthing Corner 01634 366944 i
September 7th — Fairview Frogs parent/carer and
toddler group every Tuesday in term time, 10.00
11.30am Fairview Community Primary School,
_ messy and fun activities, details 01634 338710.
September 7th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm United Reformed Trev on 07717 678795 www.midkentastro.org.uk/
Church (rear ]la”)_, _Balmoral Road, Ask the Experts September 11th - Ladies Xﬁ(j_r(_)_ﬁb_mééts everf-'
pre show talk . Visitors welcome 01634 232998. Saturday morning at St. Barbara's Garrison Church
Septem_bcr 7th - Every Tuesday at The Centre. Hall, Brompton, to paint in watercolour. Small
Faﬁl‘thmg Corner. Free Healing, Reikii or Spiritual, friendly group with a tutor. New members of any
7.30-9.00 pm. For more information call Alan level skill welcome. Phone Barbara 01634 235733
01634 362121 www.thecentreonline.co.uk or e-mail barbara.trigo@sky.com for dcialil.‘:.

September 8th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm September 11th - Bredhurst W i
= Ra R 2 - oodland Ac
Upchurch Village Hall, Workshop * Take ﬂpchunce‘ e

Group, 'Bat & Trap' contest & BBQ. Arr :
01795 425700 www.rainhamflowerclub.ik.com : s

Se[;;)'ge]mbe}rx 8th - Ra}rllham Poetry Group, 7.30pm, 40,
irling Avenue, all lovers of poet o ing
01634 260228 for detals, . A
September 8th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm, Bredhurst
Vlllﬂge_ ]i’c!ll, Marie Curie Foundation — Mrs A
‘ Menezil, ring 01634 232617 for more details.
September 9th — Fairview Tadpoles Parent and Baby
Group every Thursday in term time 1.15 — 2.45pm -
Fairview Community School, 01634 338710. J__Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

September 9th — Upchurch Short Mats Bowls Club
Ponder and pizza Quiz Night, Upchurch Village )
Hall, 7.30pm, £6 per head (Tables of 6) BYOE.

i contact Julie 01634 373723 Brenda 01634 388425

September 9th — Hempstead Leisure Club for over
%OTI Ap[})!csﬁ 1321"04gdalc Collection. Hempstead

illage Hall, 2-4pm. New members welc
Phone 01634 366907, e
September 9th — Wigmore Thursday Club,
Seamstress to the Royal Family — Daphne Majors
St Matthew’s Community Cenire, Wigmore, ;
. 2.00pm. For people over 50, ring 235507
September 9.10.11.16.17.18th - Oast House Theatre
pJ'ESEI_lI ‘Silhouette” A thriller by Simon Brett.
Curtain up 8.00pm. Box Office on 0844 8793224
September 10th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday
9.45am — 12noon to help people who have lost
their spouse or a close relative, join us for a cuppa
and chat, ring Julie on 01634 364309 for details.

September 10th — Gillingham and Rainham Local
History Society, United Reformed Church,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.15pm. Mr. G.
Cramp, The River Thames through the Lens of a
Magic Lantern. Contact Mr Baker, 01634 854982.

September 10th — MKAS meet at Bredhurst Village
Hall second and last Friday each month, Chris
Lintott. For observing they meet on other Fridays
at the Victoria Hotel Canterbury. Details phone

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGIN!\IERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~
12th October, 7th December
o Gift vouchers
. = Findusat www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk ﬂ’{

K.Gillard % A.C. Domestics LOGS
& a7
Interior & Exterior s TURF
Decorator e TOPSOIL
= . sAndlord certihicates.
# P[!astgrmg # Tiling Service, repair and BARK
Ngfigléf?g 30 years installation ol gas central LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
FREE ESTI Mi’.\'{’é\é—l- heating, boilers, lires, gas and UNDERTAKEN
clectric cookers. INVICTA
Tel: (01634) 263817 LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Mobile: 07850 996832 01622 730960 / 07799887754 01634 263700

Farm. Dunn Street, Bredhurst, 3.00pm. Tickets £10
per person (£5 for under 12s) from Jim Chalmers
on 07870 878907 in advance, non-members
welcome.

September 11th - Friends of Kent Churches Annual
Cycle or Walk www.friendsofkentchurches.co.uk

September 11th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, 7.30 —
10.00pm. New and experienced dancers welcome,
with or without a partner ring 366189 or 388546.

September 11th — Upchurch Horticultural Society's,
Flower and Produce Show, Upchurch Village Hall,
2.00pm, prizes 3.00pm details 01634 366822

September 11 & 12th —Medway Beekeepers Annual
Honey Show, Elm Court Garden Centre, Capstone
Road. Sat 9.00am - 6.00pm, Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm
Details E-mail: john.f.chapman(@care4free.com

September 12th — Bredhurst Woodland Action Group
(BWAG) Reptile Ramble, 9.30am - 12.30pm
Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst Contact 07813 785940
OF WWW. kentarg.org/component/ eventlist

September 12th - A Countryside Experience,
Riverside Country Park, 11.00am —5.00pm. Local
Kent produce & crafts. Phone 01634 337432 for
details or to book a stall. Free Entry,

September 12th - Medway Towns Footpath Group,
meet Mo Fleisig 01634 362743 07976 600393
10.00am. Swan PH car park, West Peckham fora 6
mile walk with two hills, one steep. No Dogs.

September 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Tony & Ann Faulkner 01634 406634, 10.00am,
Faversham, Market Place for a 7.5 mile walk. Bring
picnic lunch. Pub at end.

September 13th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group for those still in employment 7.15-9.00pm,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, ring 01634 364309.

September 14th — Medway Antique & Collector’s
Club, 7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New
Road. Chatham, Mrs Pat Mortlake — Henry VIII,
Husband and Monarch’, Visitors £2.50 anyone
interested welcome, ring 01474 823606 for details.

September 15th — Tiny Tots, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 2.00pm. For accompanied children 5-
12 years. Please wear old clothes as it could get
messy. Drop in any time £1 per child.

September 16th — Rainham Women Institute 1.45 -
4.00pm Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road.

Trading Standards. Visitors welcome for small
entry charge per visit. 01634 364639.

September 16th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Foolish,
Ridiculous & Offensive Women — Thelma Grove,
(see 9th Sept).

September 16th — Hempstead Leisure Club — whist,
scrabble, games, tea & chat. (see 9th Sept).

September 16th — OPUS 32. This talented choir will
be performing in St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch,
8.00 p.m. Tickets: £7, 01634 233576

September 17th — World's Biggest Coffee Morning
in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, 10.00am - 12
noon. The Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane,
Rainham, Entrance £1 (including a drink).

September 17th _Breakthrough Mid Kent invite
teams of 6 or & to our charity music quiz, Rainham
Mark Social Club, 7.30pm, £5 per person Licensed
bar, bring your own nibbles! call 01634 304399 or
m_:'i:.@f_ly'uulitl1_1'q1_1ghmidku_m__mg:'_:ﬁ

September 18th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group, Autumn Show (see 7th Sept).

September 18th — Final Produce Sale 10.00am to
12.30pm. St Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow
variety of Home-made cakes, preserves and garden
produce. local craft stalls. Refreshments.

September 18th - Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Medway Branch Ramble, 9.30am. Volunteers
wanted for 10 mile sponsored ramble around the
Upchurch area, contact Ray on 01634 238502

September 18th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School
for Girls, Derwent Way, Ballroom, Latin,
Sequence dancing, 8.00 — 11.00pm, ring 01634
363738 or s.collins02@btinternet.com for details.

September 19th —Volunteer Taster Day, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am Help the Capstone
volunteers. Book in advance 01634 338191, Free

September 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Derek Kent 07768 448633, 10.00am, Wye, car
park off Churchfield Way for 8.5 mile walk Pub
at end.

September 19th —Berengrave Nature Reserve Walk,
10.00am — 12noon. Meet at entrance just below
Chalky Bank Road. Book 01634 337432, £1.

September 19th — St Matthew’s Community Concert
Mazaika present prokofiev’s *Peter and the
Wolf'7.00pm Tickets, £7.50 from 01634 372508

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS
« RECEPTION PROBLEMS?

« NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!

« REPAIRS » EXTRA TV POINTS
« CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
« FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
« COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service provided.
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

kituated in a quiet rural location in an area
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

or cats only.

|+ completely new cattery, fully compliant
lwith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

lViewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Michola)

Telephane: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com
Web: www.whiskerslodge.comy




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

|
JIAID
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
. Ay s
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, .[.cmun g
. )
Kent MER 7EG -

Tel: 01634 375222 Book-keeping

Fax: 01634 371318 + Payrall
E Mail: admin jadaccountants.co.uk * Audit
www. jad sage24.com +  Associated Services

Craniosacral Therapist
Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including
eneck/ back/ joint pain
sheadaches

estress & anxiety
Based in Rainham

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 304308 or mob. 07896 468456
email sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk
(£5 discount off first treatment on production of this ad)

Qualified technican. References availoble

D 0 I T4 U home improvements|handyman

Kitchens ® Bathrooms ® Tiling ® Radiators ® Doors @ Sackets
Flooring ® Lighting ® Blinds ® Shelves ® Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REFAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!
Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG

BRYANT
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
NABCEX T RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

...Bookings only....
Airports—Hospitals-Days/Nights oOut
Nightclubs—Friendly and Reliable

*  Gatwick from £55.00 *
B* Heathrow from £75.00 *

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 12 years
MNon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Spray Tanning—Reflexology—Ear Piercing— Massage
Bridal — Make up — lash & Brow Tinting

www.cleopatrasbeautyroom co.uk

Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S & R.S.L.
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries,

Bowen Therapy. Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available
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ORCHARD STREET SCHOOL

I am trying to find a blazer badge or a picture of said
badge for the school in Orchard Street, Rainham
when it was a Secondary Modern. Any help would
be very much appreciated. Joseph R W Stokes,

25 Hawkhurst Road, MES6NU 01634 318175

USED BATTERIES

Riverside Primary School St Edmund's Way,
Rainham.is a collection point for used

Batteries. Please bring all sizes of battery from 1.5V
to 9V to the School's Reception, Thank you.

HELP FOR HEROES
Paul Kaye in Concert
Bredhurst Village Hall
Sunday 5th September 5.00 — 9.00pm
Enjoy a sing-along
Tea, Coffee, Soft drinks
Tickets £8, 01634 235797 or 01795 842014

QUIZ NIGHT

Upchurch Short Mats Bowls Club

Ponder and pizza Quiz Night

Upchurch Village Hall, Thursday 9th September
7.30pm, £6 per head Tables of 6 BYOB

For more information contact Julie 01634 373723
or Brenda 01634 388425

DANCE & FLAG WORKSHOP
Christian Dance Fellowship of Britain
‘Praise His Holy Name’

Saturday 25th September 10.30am —3.30pm
Parkwood Christian Fellowship. Rainham
Cost £7 for members of CDFB (£8 non-members)
Contact Sylvia 01634 245767

AUTUMN PLANT SALE

The Upchurch Horticultural Society's Autumn Plant
Sale this year will be held on Saturday 25th
September at its new venue in the Upchurch Co-op's
garden, to the right of the shop, and commencing at
9.00am. More details Maxine 01634366822

"’ ; Neat Feet '.-’

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*Ingrown Tos Nalils
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointmeant on:
01634 322591

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASSES
Zumba fitness (the Latin inspired dance
workout) classes will be held at St Margaret's
Millennium Centre on Mondays at 12.130pm -
1.30pm from 20th September at a cost £5 per hour or
10 classes for £45, all welcome Ring 07850 354848
for details.
Rogers and Hammerstein's
OKLAHOMA
Gillingham Dramatic Society
The Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone
6th — 9th October 7.30pm
Saturday Matinee 2.30pm
Tickets £12 & £10 Matinee £10
Advance Ticket Sales 01634 372322
Theatre Box Office 01622 758611

www.gillinghamoperatic.co.uk

ANNUAL HONEY SHOW

The Medway Beekeepers Annual Honey Show
will take place on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th
September at Elm Court Garden Centre. This will
include a display with information about keeping
honey bees. Opening times are Saturday 9.00 a.m. -
6.00 p.m.& Sunday 10.30 a.m. - 4.30 p.m.

For further information Contact Show Secretaries:
Mr and Mrs ] Chapman, 28 Wallace Road,
Rochester, ME1 2TB email
john.f.chapmanf@carediiree.com

Come and join us supporting the
WRLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING
in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support
17th September 10.00am - 12noon.
The Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Rainham
Entrance £1, includes a drink. Sales of goods:
preserves, cakes, books, bric a brac & raffle.
Please come and enjoy a slice of something
and a natter over a cuppa and support this
worthy cause.

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

« FUll Installation Service « Worktop Jointing
= AllMajor Brands « Competitive Prices

» Larae Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient priendly, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

————— Plumbin :
T.R.T. & Heating *

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified enginecr
Installation » Maintenance * Service » Heating Systems
Cias Fires « Bathrooms » All general plumbing
» Power F lLl‘\h]llL
Corgi Registered No. 20586]

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR AUGUST

Last month | wrote about a visit to Oare Marshes
Nature Reserve from where | had a very distant
view of a group of seals resting on Hall Sands in
the middle of The Swale. In order to get a closer
look at the seals, I journeyed to Seasalter, where |
parked my car near to The Sportsman Inn.

From the sea wall [ could see the large expanse of
sand and mud, in Whitstable Bay, that had been
exposed by the low tide. There was little sign of any
life, apart from a couple of bait diggers. Their
activities were a reminder that sand and mudflats are
rich in invertebrate life such as bivalves, marine
worms and snails, which form the principal food of
thousands of waders, especially in the winter.

I set off along the sea wall in the direction of
Faversham. Wild carrot, with its white, umbrella -
shaped flower heads, was the predominant plant on
the embankment. Others included yellow and tufted
vetch, agrimony and common fleabane. Gatekeeper,
small heath, meadow brown and skipper butterflies
flitted above the vegetation on the landward side of
the sea wall.

On the seaward side, growing among the shingle, |
came across yellow horned poppy. viper's bugloss,
sea holly, sea kale and sea beet. The latter two plants
are edible, sea kale being a member of the cabbage
family and sometimes on the menu of fashionable
restaurants. Sea beet is a close relative of certain
cultivated beets and can be cooked as a spinach.
Swallows were flying low over the sea wall and
swifts circled lazily much higher in the sky.

As | walked along the embankment, the white seeds of

creeping thistle were blowing in the warm sea breeze.
A combined harvester was at work, among a cloud of
dust, in a wheat field on the Cleve Marshes. A large,
mixed flock of rooks, jackdaws and black headed
gulls had been attracted to another field where the
stubble was being broken up. The vegetation was no
longer universally green. Although it was still high
summer, signs of autumn were all too evident,

In due course I met up with a volunteer warden of
Kent Wild!ife Trust on the edge of Castle Coote,

which is an area of salt marsh on the seaward edge
of which is a semi circle of cockleshell bank. He
explained that his job is to carry out surveys of the
flora and fauna, to welcome visitors and to keep an
eye on any vulnerable nesting sites, | had passed a
couple of notices asking walkers, and particularly
dog walkers, not to disturb nesting marsh harriers.
The warden told me that three pairs of these harriers
had nested this year in the reed beds on Cleve
Marshes. Marsh Harriers feed on small mammals
and birds and various small reptiles and amphibians.
Introductory conversation over, our attention turned
to a group of seals hauled out on nearby Hall Sands.
We could see some twenty of them, of varying
sizes, which indicated that there were some fast
growing pups among the adults. In the sunshine and
shadow, they varied in colour from fawn to almost
black. One had a ginger colouration on its head
which indicated that it was grey seal among the
remaining common seals. Grey seals have their
young in the autumn and it is the grey species that is
seen on BBC TV's Autumn Watch programmes
broadcast from Northumberland. Common seals
swim up to 50 kilometres to their feeding grounds at
sea. As well as fish, they eat crustaceans, squid and
whelks. All of the seals on Hall Sands were lying all
near to the water's edge, presumably to enable them
to get back into the water quickly in the event of
danger.

We finally got round to having a look at Castle
Coote, just below our vantage point on the sea wall.
On the salt marsh, growing among the more
common sea purslane, were golden samphire and sea
lavender. Ringed plovers and oyster catchers had
recently nested on the shingle between the salt
marsh and the waters of The Swale. The warden
explained that eggs and young of nesting birds can
be adversely affected by high tides, human
disturbance and predation by carrion crows, gulls
and foxes. He added that common terns have been
unsuccessful in rearing young at Castle Coote for the
last five years.

Thanking the warden for his help, I headed back to
Seasalter, where | hoped to get a cup of tea at the
Cafe Bistro 400 next to Walden's shop. On the way [
followed a wheatear, with its characteristic white

Boarding CATNAp DRIVING INSTRUCTOR TAURUS LOCKS
g:g::r‘yma " f ® 01634 374502 LI UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER
GU’S“;‘EW natural ™ 07923 618033 | | 24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
s & ! Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Owner FAB trained # FpHU »e G E DRIVING [Domestic and Commercial Work

Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appoiniment anly please.
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906

Email: catnapbredhursti@yahoo.co.uk

Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

SCHOOL OF MOTORING
Ged East D.S.A. AD.I.

42 Sunningdale Drive
& Rainham
Kent ME8 9EQ

GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

IAll Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.A.P. Discounts

[So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244

Mobile: 07775 423744

rump, as it flew ahead of me, stopping at intervals to
perch on the sea wall. [ also met a hare, travelling in
the opposite direction. He was loping casually along
the shingle foreshore. He instinctively knew that,
because [ was walking behind a high concrete wall, [
was not an immediate threat to him.

Joe Ennis
ST MARGARET’S CHURCHYARD
PLEASE NOTE
Many people come to St Margaret’s Churchyard to sit
and enjoy the peace, or to pay their respects at the
final resting place of a loved one. All are very
welcome to do so. The grass is kept cut and the trees
trimmed by our Churchyard Gang all of whom are
volunteers!
The responsibility for ensuring that the Churchyard is
kept in good order rests with the Vicar,
Churchwardens and Parochial Church Council (the
PCC) acting in accordance with clear directives from
the Diocese of Rochester. (Churchyard Regulations
1981) These regulations govern the placing of any
monument or memorial, and also specify that there
should be no artefacts, kerbs, railings, plain or
coloured chippings or artificial flowers placed on
graves or in the Garden of Remembrance. The PCC
has a duty to ensure that these Regulations are
observed. They will ask for the removal any items
that contravene those Regulations. A Copy of the
Regulations can be obtained from the Parish Office.
For further advice contact our Parish Administrator,
the Curate, or one of our Churchwardens.

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY CONCERTS
Mazaika present Prokofiev’s ‘Peter and the Wolf”
19th September. Mazaika, the exceptionally talented
duo of Sarah Harrison (violin, percussion and
narration) and Igor Outkine (accordion and vocals —
Russian tenor), bring their Edinburgh Festival
acclaimed production to St Matthew’s. This very
popular children’s work commences at 7.00pm so
that as many children as possible can attend. All
children will be admitted FREE as long as they are
accompanied by adults — but places need to be
booked. Students also admitted free (booked please).
The future concert dates are:

16th October — Raven —female string quartet;

13th November — Jill Daniels- WWII show

19th March — Norvic Concordia, accordion quintet;

30th April - Signature Singers and Enigma Barber
Shop Quartet

21st May — Djangles - Kent based folk/jazz quartet.
Tickets for any of our concerts £7.50 each, or more
details, 372508, mattsconcerts@hotmail.co.uk or
sae to 42 The Goldings, Rainham MES 0AX.

HARVEST TEAS

A few places are still available for the Harvest Teas
organised by the partners of The Lions Club of
Gillingham on Sundays 3rd and 17th October at the
Millennium Centre, Rainham..

For a free invitation write to Mrs Brenda Woodrow,
Flat 11, Macklands House, Station Road, Rainham
MES 7QX, or telephone Brenda on 01634 379062
or Mrs Yvonne Iles on 01634 373840,

SPONSORED RIDE & STRIDE

Friends of Kent Churches Sponsored Ride and
Stride Sat 11th September 10.00am -5.00pm

This annual event is a marvellous opportunity to
walk or cycle to some of Kent’s beautiful churches
and raise money for their upkeep and for a church
of your choice which receives 50% of the money
you raise. £150,000 was raised in the county overall
last year and £133.000 awarded in grants. Always
well supported in Rainham local churches will be
taking part including St Margaret’s Rainham,
Rainham Methodist, St Matthew’s Wigmore, St
Peter’s Bredhurst and St Paul’s Parkwood.

Please support this marvellous day by taking part or
sponsoring the riders and walkers. Part of the
enjoyment is the warm welcome you receive at each
church. If you would like more information or
would like to join me cycling please get in touch.
Visit www.friendsofkentchurches.co.uk for more
information about FKC Colin Lovell 01634 230780;
cdimedway@blueyvonder.co.uk

REPTILE RAMBLE

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group (BWAG) &
Kent Reptile & Amphibian Group (KRAG)
Sunday 12th September. 9.30am - 12.30pm
Meet Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst.

Join experts on this guided walk around Bredhurst
Woods where previously adders, slow-worms and
lizards have been recorded. For more details visit
www.kentarg.org/component/eventlist/eventlist
To book a place contact Vanessa Jones on 07813
785940 Members & non-members welcome.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

e o LINDSA

« MULCH
« FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER Cm
For all your Plumbing Services P
Reg No HELP is on its way

6628

| UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
/ BOILER EXCHANGES
/sdfe POWER FLUSHING

=== | UXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ftc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday 1o Saturday Tam to Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01 634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER FEx R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,

Kent. ME8 OSN

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07957 300269

Munn Academy of Dance

bgﬁf Pupils from age 2yrs to professional ;

Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
{ Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition /

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner |.D.T.A.

Medway 234168

Gates/Barriers

o S

t 01634 387762
m 07711 082415

Totai Security Services

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

7 Bullders &
Decorators
EXTENSIONS « GENERAL REPAIRS

PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383
86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ

We Do The Dirty Work For
You...And Bring It Back Like
New
McCourts
01634 375569
0800 298 7338
www.mccourtskent.co.uk
51 Wigmore Road, Wigmore,
Gillingham

CLEANING DA ]
CONSTRUCTION
OF DR!VES & PAT;OS CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Sealing & Repairs SPLCIALIST

EXTENSIONS LOEFT
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE,
City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOPQUALITY LT COMPETTTTVE
RATES

MR ARCHER — Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE

* Member of Gas Safety Register
* All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
Landlord Gas Safety Reports
Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Jigsaw Driving Schoo L]

friendly, patient and reliable tuition

Gift Vouchers Available

For more information or to apply online
www. jigsawdrivingschool.co.uk
01634 378018

or text 07812695921

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding
Free quotations
Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MES 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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September 19th - Medway Towns Footpath Group,
meet Roger Danks 01634 317993 10.00am, near
the church at Yalding for a 6.5 mile walk. No Dogs.

September 20th - Rainham Evening Women’s
Institute, 7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham,
Soups — Julia Davies, competition Wood, 372282

September 20th — Wigmore WI, 7.30pm Scout Hut,
Edwards Close, Wigmore, ring 263405 for details.

September 20th — Rainham Wives meet 8.00pm
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham,
Post Card Gallery — Holiday Thoughts. New
members of all ages are very welcome. We have a
variety of speakers/activities etc. Subs £1.50 per
meeting contact Sue on 01634 230639,

September 21st — The RSPB Medway Local Group
Talk, Strood Library, 7.45 — 10.00pm, £3.00.
Contemporary Bird Artists, David Cromack
www.medway-rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

September 21st — GHS Floral Art Group, Workshop —
Viv O’Sullivan. (see 7th Sept).

September 22nd — Rainham Poetry Group, 5.45 -
8.15pm, Sunlight Centre, Richmond Road, all
lovers of poetry welcome, ring 01634 260228

September 22nd — Bredhurst Garden Club, AGM,
Potato Competition, Betty Caroll — demonstration
Floral Arrangement, 8.00pm Bredhurst Village
Hall, 01634 233554 , new members welcome.

September 23rd — Wigmore Thursday Club, The
Music of the Lyre — Members of the Blackthorn
Lyre Group, (see 9th Sept).

September 23rd — Hempstead Leisure Club —
“Journey thru the ear” — Ms Alison Allman-
Brown. (see 9th Sept).

September 24th — MKAS, Peter Meadows - Solar
Observing (see 10th Sept).

September 24th — Medway Geographical Society,
7.30 — 9.00pm, Gillingham Adult Education Centre,
Green Street, ‘A Walk in the Clouds” A love affair

with mountains - Rev Kev Reynolds, Author and
Explorer, all welcome 362683.

September 24 & 25th — Oast House Theatre Rats
Revellers present ‘Revel Around the World’.
Curtain up at 8.00pm. Box Office 0844 8793224

September 25th -Christian Dance Fellowship of
Britain, Workshop ‘Praise His Holy Name®,
10.30am - 3.30pm Parkwood Christian
Fellowship, £7, £8 non-members. 01634 245767

September 25th — Alpine & Rock Garden Society,
Autumn Show, Rainham School for Girls, 12am
- 4pm. Entry £2.00 accompanied children free,
Further information - David Hoare 01303
862913 www.alpinegardensociety.net/shows

September 25th -Kites over Capstone, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon. 01634
338191 for details, £1.50 per person.

September 25th — 7.30pm St Paul's Church,
Parkwood, Film and popcorn evening. "UP" (U
cert) Bring your own drink and glasses, nibbles
imlmedway(@bluevonder.co.uk 230780

September 25th — Upchurch Horticultural Society's
Autumn Plant Sale, 9.00am, new venue in the
Upchurch Co-op's garden, 01634 366822

September 25 & 26th — Hartlip History Weekend,
1.00pm to 5.00pm, Hartlip Parish Church, Entry
free, Enquiries: Peter Blandon 01795 843086

September 25th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (11th

September 25th — St Paul's Church, Parkwood
open for coffee, scones and cakes—freel0.00am
- 12.30pm Traidcraft stall, 2.00 -4.00pm, you can
pop in, to sit quietly, pray, light a candle.

September 26th - Mountain Bike Trail, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 9.00am — 10.30am. Ride the
trail and better your lap times, 01634 338191, £1

September 26th - "Back to Church Sunday" St
Paul's Church, Parkwood from 9.30am coffee
and cookies before Holy Communion | 1.00am
or 6.30pm for a peaceful short (half an
hour) service, information 306806 230780, you
will be very welcome.

LOCAL PLASTERER

ALL PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service

01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
HPR Ltd: The Modern Building Company

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore, " Trader

Boiler-Tech Services

Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs — LPG and Oil
Al work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP
CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
(over 30 years' experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quate

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

ad "»pe& ialists in “ulls, Floors - 1
Iernlu.;ltn und Mosaics
L

,_]_.. iy
| l] or labour only
I___ 01634 235714

ZAMMIT
ROOFI
SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK

CHIMNEY STACKS REPQINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor

James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
Domestic Installer

Whitewater
PLUMBING SOLUTIONS
All plumbing and tiling work undertaken
No job too small
Seven days a week
07841 518000 or 01634 374035

No call out charge
Fully qualified installers

Bredhurst Bodyshop
Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

01634 264753

Removal of Old Timber

! " Maintenance Free Exteriors

1 Full Ventilation with Sird Guard

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road. Rainham, Kent MES OLJ

ELECTRONICS
Est. 1982

veww linwoodhe.com

Plasma, LCD, DVD & Home Cinema
Sales, Service, Set Up & Accessories

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS

All aspects of decorating and small
building works undertaken including Block

01634 230261. 70 Station Road, Rainham.
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

'T‘-
/é o
Family run business for 20 years

Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

(—;{ﬁ:_,,z_..-w
LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
IMick Eardley
101634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services

Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made fo measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.

(0dd Jobs and much more No job too small

Prompt and Reliable Service]
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September 26th - Medway Towns Footpath Group,
meet Kevin Nicholas 07515 330276 10.00am, The

Black Pig PH car park, Barnsole for a 5.5 mile walk.

September 26th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Susan Whiteoak 07719 836173, 10.00am,
Maidstone, Mote Park Main for a 4.5 mile walk via
Otham and Stoneacre. Café at end and

September 26th - Bird Box & Animal Homes,
Riverside Country Park, 10.00am -
advance 01634 337432, £5 per home.

September 27th — Rainham Wives, Mary Kay
Cosmetics — a pamper evening. (see 20th Sept).

September 30th — Hempstead Leisure Club - whist,
scrabble, games, tea & chat (see 9th Sept).

September 30th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Service
and Singalong, (see 9th Sept).

September 30th — Rainham & District Dolls’ House
and Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, 7.30pm, 01634 312038.

October 1st — Ghost Tour, Fort Amherst, Dock Road,
Chatham, Tour Times 7.30pm, 8.00pm & 8.30pm.

Duration 1 hour 15 minutes approx. All Tickets £10.

No under 8's Information 01634 847747

October 2nd -Medway & Swale (West), Breast Cancer

Support Group, Pamper Day Medway Maritime
Hospital 10.00am — 4.00pm, FREE Exclusively for
Breast Cancer Patients, Details 01634 825033
October 2nd — Ramases (Rainham and Medway and
Swale Egypt Society) Newington Village Hall.

12noon. Book in

Study Day ‘The Tomb in Ancient Egypt” Dr
Aidan Dodson. ram: 1sesnk@hotmail.com

October 2nd ~Medway Asthma Self-Help Ladies
Pamper Evening, Gillingham Golf Club 7.30pm
£2 entry. Treatments from £3, 01634 855844

October 2nd — Qasthouse Theatre Open Day,
11.00am — 3.00pm, Tours throughout the day.

October 3rd — Senior Citizens Harvest Tea,
Millennium Centre, Rainham , 3.30 — 6.00pm,
01634 379062 or 373840 for a free ticket.

October 3rd - Medway Towns Footpath Group,
meet Michelle Mulligan 01634 373769 07523
309551 10.00am, East Farleigh Railway Station
(Free parking) for a 5.5 mile walk. No Dogs.

QOctober 6th — Rainham Horticultural Society,
7.30pm Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Royal
Chelsea - John, new members welcome ring
231972 for details.

October 6 - 9th ~Gillingham Dramatic Society,
Oklahoma, The Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone,
7.30pm, Saturday Matinee 2.30pm, Tickets £12 &
£10 Matinee £10 01634 372322 Box Office
01622 758611 www.gillinghamoperatic.co.uk

October 9th - The Friends of St. Margaret's
Knowledge & Nibbles evening, 7.30pm sharp in
the Millennium Centre. Food provided - BYOB.
Tables of 8 - £6 per person. Advance booking
essential. Phone 230430 or 362619,

October 9th — Concert of Popular Music by the
Kingfisher Singers at St Peters Church, 7.30pm in
aid of St Peters Root Fund Tickets £7 00, £3
children from 01634 364309.

®@rchard Windeouws (Kent) Lud
Manufacturers & Installers of Ouality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches
Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

Treat Your Feet!

Qualified Foot Health Practitioner

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

Painful corns & hard skin removed
Verrucae. Fungal infection treatment
Diabetic foot care
Ingrown & thickened toenails
For a home appointment call
Lynda on 01634 235298
HIDEAWAY LANDSCAPES
105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch. 01634 231693
Www.thehideawaynursery.co.uk
GARDEN DESIGN, LANDSCAPING
AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE
We tackle Jobs BIG or small, Patios,
Planting, Pruning & most others.
— Happy Lo~ help —

Millennium Blinds

® Kent's Premier Blind Company

¢ Conservatory ® House Blinds
* Awnings * Window Vinyl
Medway 230330
Showrooms: 25 High St, Rainham, Kent.

Carpark at rear




Small Ads

Price:  £2.10 per line per month

Box Ads: £26.00 per month

£72.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

HAVE YOU GOT A PIANO

you'd like to learn to play? I'm a music
raduate with 30 years of teaching
experience. | will teach you in your
own home. 1/2 hour lesson £14,
hour £20. Course of 10 beginner
lessons £120. CRB checked.

Text or call Barbara on 07730398800.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER 13
yrs exp vacancies Mon, Fri 376270
MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Offering Mon, Tues, Wed only
appointments. Free consultations.
Sue: 01634 370232 or 07817 825 859

BARKING MAD? Dog loving
people needed. Friendly dogs stay with
you for their holidays whilst

their owners are away. Please call
Sally Hall 01634 577488,

WATERTIGHT KENT LTD.
Plumbing and heating specialist. Boiler
installations/Gas central heating
systems. Bathroom installations. Fully
qualified/Gas safe registered. Fully
insured & free quotations. Please call
Dave or Keith 01634 238215 /07703
254731

EMPOWERING WOMEN to create
change in their lives. Workshops —
Techniques — Inspiration — Guidance.
EFT & Reiki. Feel Better classes Fri am,
The Centre, Farthing Corner. Call Sandy
0700 345 0165. www.sanyhartley.co.uk

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES,
No call out fee.
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
AMS BUILDING & DECORATING
Services Ltd. All works undertaken,
internal / external. Brickwork; Plastering;
Decorating. All works considered. For a
free estimate call 01634 262630/ 07960
951131
DOG OBEDIENCE & AGILITY
classes starting soon in Gillingham.
Qualified experienced trainer. For details
contact Diane on 01634 376073,
SCOUT HUT, Wigmore available
for daytime hire. Competitive rates.
Further details Arthur 01634 361917
SPARKLES PARTIES Makeovers /
Makeup 4 girls, teens, adults. 376270
ART LESSONS & WORKSHOPS
Rainham, call Sandra 01634 309822
www.saa.co.uk/art/sandralmartin
BOUNCY CASTLES / CAROUSELS
Insured. Enhanced police disclosure.
Family concem est.1987. 01634 363427,
www.penfoldsamusements.co.uk

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824

“THE RIGHT HANDYMAN" Small
jobs — dripping taps — electric sockets
& much more. Call Margaret on 01634
233270

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill — 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202

YOGA CLASSES. MORNING (Tuw/
We/Fr) &Eve (Tu/We). Friendly classes
to improve health & wellbeing. Call Evi
01634 317463 / 07742 943781

NEED A PLUMBER?

For that small job or annoying leak
tel 234149,

MEDITATION, ALL LEVELS.
Weekly sessions from £5. Tel 01795
843354, www.gaia-angelicus.co.uk
General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Also Plumbing, Fencing, Odd Jobs.
Wooden gates made to your design.
DA Price (Medway) Est 1984

01795 842644 Mobile 07860 733980

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

DAVE BISHOP RECYCLING.
All scrap metal free of charge. Also
garden & other rubbish cleared, big or
small (chargeable). 07836 585911.

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799.

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388. Mob 07743 128240

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Margaret 01634 233270

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
363294, [ come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
David 01634 365427

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370.

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly
housebound. Dentures made and repaired.
Free of charge for people receiving
guaranteed pension credit.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 200 litre Grower Bales of
Peat £14.00. Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639,

WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small. Over 30 years®
experience. 07712 760 147

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by an
established quality Rainham
Laboratory. Tel: Mardale 263766
BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
Fencing repairs. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634
235799.

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 328537.

DISCO — professional entertainment for
any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow™. Jim Lindsay 01634 375552.

MASSAGE / BEAUTY THERAPIES
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 /07930 378834
THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Chureh, Durham Rd. Sunday services
11am and 6.30pm, Treasure Seckers
(3-11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study
& Prayers Tues 7.30pm. Tots'n"All
(pre school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (school yearsl-5) 6.15.
Fri Club Extra (school years 7-10) 7.30
Visitors welcome. Pastor Rev T.J.
Wood. 01634 388187.
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LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387,

GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service. 01634 378763.

lfl’CHLlRCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled. ¥
Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 3(1485‘)_}-’ 2
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2'2 to 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574,
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled. Chris
01634 372844 /(0796 3842 503
(_.‘l) TILING: Kitchens, Bathrooms,
I-‘]mln's & Walls. No job too small. Call
Craig on 01634 575017 / 07825 757 582.

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

Mo fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570

www.videofour.co.uk.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 1834066,
GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or 079234
76573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842097 or 07811 606988
MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296.
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
BRIDGE LESSONS Beg, int, & adv
Very exp. teacher. Start Oct. Friendly
home setting. Sally 01634 845722,
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

1"'1‘5 P PLUMBING & HEATING
SERVICES. Boilers Change & Service,
Fires, Cookers. Bathrooms, Kitchens &
Iiling. No job too small. 01634 309765
07977 490748,

LA\VN_M()W'[QR SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217,

Ballroom, Latin & Sequence Dance
Classes. New adult beginners® lessons
Rainham area. Wednesday & Friday
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

MATHS TUITION to GCSE and
A Level. Former Head of Maths.
33 vears’ experience. 01634 234732,

SM;@LL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

C & JCLEARANCE

Houses, garages, lofts, sheds & gardens
cleared. Individual items or complete
houses. Rubbish clearance carried out
cfficiently. Professional, reliable, prompt
& friendly service Free estimates No job
too small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749 Mobile 078127
34570707970 759404

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 14 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons 01634 365453

BURROWS DOWN Holiday Home for
rabbits & guinea pigs. 01634 329297

ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 374734 Mon, Wed, Thurs
& Fri 4.30 to 6.30pm only.

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,

Rainham Community Centre,

Granary Close. Sunday — 10.30am
Other meetings in homes.

Pastor: The Rev. Danny Hawkes
Details Tel 01634 310959

TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

079580 72928

CRAFT & PRODUCE
MARKET

Saturday 18th September
9.00am—12.30pm

Millennium Centre
Rainham
Proceeds to St Margaret's
Church

FREE Entry to the public
Future Dates Oct 16th, Nov 20th

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

LADY
DECORATOR
Karemn o
Spooner p {)

i

Apprenticeship served  Tog ¥
Fully qualified with ﬂ‘.%-'

20 years " experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 2338135
Mobile: 0778 0810 316

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and

carpentry service for all your

doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

Maths
Literacy
Reasoning

Effective tuition for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent

05602 538 882

www rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We have a constantly changing stock of
Second-hand Books, including children’s books,
DVD's, Videos and Vinyl Records at really
excellent prices
We now also have a selection of
Brand New Local History Books
Browsers always welcome. All profits go to support St
Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
Donations of books always welcome in the shop

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 between 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s @ Est 1971 ===
Plumbing & i, 4 AG
Heating Chris Hallett
CENTRAL HEATING

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

Foree stmats wesrore 01634 375069

No Job foo LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

YANKEE CANDLE
Gifts & Glamour

37 Rainham Shopping Centre
01634 360060

are proud to have been appointed stockists of
this best selling range of fragrance products.

CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind
Manufacturers Ltd

(i

Made to Free Quotation and | _Merticals
Measure Curtains Fitting Service | Rallers
Roman Blinds Visit our ' Venetian

Showroom Behind
Wyevale Garden

Tracks and Poles
T Centre, Hempstead

i Conservatory

Wide Range af Awnings

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott

01634 817807 07515 630545 or 01795 844336

Fabrics Patiola

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR

Funeval Dinectors [SALTE
A private family owned and run business W
* Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans » Horse Drawn Hearse available

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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