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The Rainham and District Co-operative Society, at the top of Station Road, Grocery Department staff
in front of their Christmas window display, December 1933. (The shop is currently Lloyds Phar-
macy.) From the left: Alf Champion, Ben Rodwell, Percy Major, Reg Lucas, Joe Cox, Jim Foulsher,
Muggleton, Doug Evers, and Norrington. See Alan Major’s letter on page 3.
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Editorial

At last it seems we may eventually have spring.
Suddenly the days are warmer and the little bits of
occasional sunshine make everything seem so much
better. Actually I think we got away lightly with the
exceptionally bad winter in this south-east corner. Yes
it was cold but at least the snow disappeared with
commendable speed just as we were all getting
thoroughly fed up with it, and despite the dire
forecasts did not reappear. Can we now look forward
to a long hot summer? Weather forecasting has
evolved and progressed dramatically over the last
decade, and now we have reasonable accurate day to
day predictions, but still the medium and long term
suggestions are best taken with a large pinch of salt. It
is probably equally as good to rely on folklore, it
could hardly be worse. April is notoriously the month
of sunshine and showers. Numerous rhymes warn us
against early reliance on its warm weather, “change
not a clout till May be out” can be taken as either the
month or the hawthorne blossom, “who doffs his coat
on a winter’s day will gladly put it on in May’, and
‘when April blows his horn ‘tis good for both hay and
corn’ all advise of the unpredictability of the month.
So perhaps we should forgive the weather girls when
they confidently tell us of a wet day ahead that turns
out to be one of glorious sunshine and almost worse
vice versa.
During these long winter months many organisations
have been busy preparing their summer events for you
to enjoy. The season begins with a burst of walks
through woodland and countryside to delight in the
wonderful carpets of bluebells and other flowers.
Timing could be tricky this year but hopefully once
flowering begins we will have our usual marvellous
displays, well worth a ramble to one of the known
beauty spots. Spring Fairs, sales, concerts and
dramatic productions figure largely in our diary this
month and you are invited to attend any of the
activities that interest you. In fact the organisers are
relying on your presence to help boost their funds in
many instances.
In an effort to reduce our road mileage by 5 miles a
week as suggested in the advertisement we try to walk
to work (Meresborough to Rainham) two or three

walk is very pleasant across the fields and an old
orchard, by walking across the children’s playground
in Mierscourt Road to Church Path very little of the
mile and a half is actually on roads. It follows some of
the route in John Linney’s article last month and the
only difficulty 1 find is as the path emerges from a
field onto Mierscourt Road. The steps for as long as [
can remember have sloped downwards towards the
road. In the snow and ice and even when they are just
wet this tends to throw you rather dangerously out into
the path of the traffic. [ must be getting old as I find |
now approach this part of the walk with extreme
caution and would appreciate a hand rail to hold onto.
Have a good month enjoy the sunshine and
lengthening days and we will see you again in May.

Correspondence

FRIENDS OF TWYDALL SCHOOLS
Dear Editor,

On behalf of both the Infant and Junior schools in
Twydall | would like to say a big thank you to all those
readers of Action Forum who responded to my request
for information regarding school memories and
anecdotes.

The letters I received surpassed my expectations and
were absolutely fascinating to read.

We held an afternoon tea for many of those who had
written and again people were fantastic - bringing
along old photos and school reports. The head took
them on a tour of the school and it was interesting to
see just how much the building has changed over the
years.

If anybody would like to still contribute then we
would be very happy to receive anything else but
otherwise we would be delighted to welcome and chat
with you at our school fete on June 19th.

Thank you once again,
Elizabeth Poynter

SNOWDOWN COLLIERY MALE VOICE CHOIR —
24th APRIL
Dear Editor

The Snowdown Colliery choir are popular favourites
on the Kentish music scene and they will be in
Wigmore on Saturday 24th April to present the 5th
concert in the current St Matthew’s Community
Concert Programme.

The choir will perform some popular and classical
songs as well as extracts form some well known
shows. This is male voice singing at its very best. At
their last visit to Wigmore tickets quickly sold out so
do please book early and avoid disappointment.
Concert tickets are £7.00 (students free) and the
evening commences at 7.30pm, at St Matthew’s
Church, Drewery Drive MES ONX

Please contact me on 01634 372508 (or e-mail

times each week. Actually this serves several purposes mattsconcerts@hotmail.co.uk) for tickets.

loosing weight and getting fit amongst them! The

Yours sincerely
Paul Warren

]

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM

Dear Editor,

With reference to the December 2009 cover photograph, (the
Co-op Butchers in Station Road). It may have been shortly
after this was taken that the butchers' shop was widened and
altered to 'modernise’ it. Maybe the Co-op bought the house
next door to do this. I suggest it was done about the same time
as the old Co-op shops, on the other side of Station Road
a!mqst opposite the C of E School, were demolished and
rcbml}. I'am not sure when this happened but knowing the
shop in the High Street was rebuilt in 1928 and the furnishing
and the grocery had a similar frontage, it was probably about
Ihc‘same time. It is also notable that, although the Co-op was a
national chain, Rainham's branch did not put out of business
the largle number of grocers' shops in the area at this time.

I was interested in Ray Morley's letter (also in the December
copy) the ARP HQ was indeed in Marlborough House by the
Church Path. It reminded me that at age 11 [ had to o0 there,
w!lh all other Rainham residents, to be fitted with 2 gas mask,
thls_\ms duly noted in a book.' - At the war's end we had to
again visit Marlborough House to return the, fortunately
unused, gas mask. I wonder what they did with all those
redundant gas masks?

Yours sincerely

Alan Major

41 Heaton Road
Canterbury CT1 3PY

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM
Dear Editor, .

I recently purchased the Third Picture Book of
Rainham. and the photographs within brought back
some lovely memories.

I was particularly pleased to see the Camp School top
clqss photograph of 1955, because many of the
children were personally known to me. T had left in
1954, but I grew up with them and they were friends
of mine for a long while afterwards.

Indeed, Heather Ward, who is pictured with her twin
sister Wendy, was my very first girlfriend and lived in
1{1&: same road as myself. She moved away to Lee
Green, and I often wonder what happened to her.

I would be very interested to learn who is the owner
of this photo. Thank you for reminding me of such
happy days. 3

Best wishes,
Michael Croucher
232 Fairview Avenue

)

ability Outlet

What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
part exchange, deliver, train, fix.
Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more
7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG
Tel 01634 375537

BREDHURST IN FOCUS
Dear Editor
Bredhurst Woodland Action Group are holding
‘Bredhurst in Focus' a photography competition,
workshop and exhibition on 11th April, at Bredhurst
Village Hall, Hurstwood Road from 10.30am -
4.00pm. There will be photographs of present day
Bredhurst plus many from the 1900's. Refreshments
available all day. Admissions 50p (free for under 16s
and competition exhibitors). All proceeds will £0
towards the restoration and preservation of Bredhurst
Woods. For details of this event and many more
throughout April please visit www.bwae ore.uk or
call 07813 785940. SIS

Yours faithfully

Vanessa Jones

DO YOU LIKE TO SING?

{\re you retired, live in Medway, have transport and
like to sing? Then we should like to hear from you.
We are looking for new members to join our friendly
Concert Party. giving afternoon performances in the
Medway and Maidstone area. Foe details call Brenda
on 01634 409564 (evenings).

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:

Parker, Barlow & Goodall Closes

Bond, Ferrier, Goldsmith & Sinclair Closes
Lamplighters Close, Cobblestones,

Almond Grove, Claremont Close, Chapel Lane etc
The Rise

Chalky Bank, Royston Close

Winchester Way

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 or email
aft@thenet.uk.net

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
*Conservatories — designed and built
eUpgrades to existing roofs
ONew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
sMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

FENSA

[ Curtains & Blinds 1|
| ——__FINDLAY DESIGNS __—

- Hand Made Curtains,
L Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets

Roman, Vertical and Roller Blinds

‘Sharon Fidlay e . 01634 262138

-
ia )




Diary 2010

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

S I{Hereslﬁgﬂ_mgh Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent MES

Diary Copy Date: 13th April

April 3rd - Ladies Art Group meets every Saturday
morning at St. Barbara's Garrison Church Hall,
Brompton, to paint in watercolour. Small friendly
group with a tutor. New members of any level
skill welcome. Phone Barbara 01634 235733 or e-mail
barbara.trigef@sky.com for details.

April 3rd — Medway Towns Footpaths Group Walk meet

Stephen Manning, 01634 375821, 10.00am at Bredhurst

commuter car park for 5-6 mile walk to Queendown
Warren, dogs allowed.

April 4th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony & Ann
Faulkner 01634 406634 at Boughton Street 10.00am
for a 5.5mile walk to Mount Ephraim, Staplehurst,
Hernhill and Dargate, pub at the end with meals.

April 5th — Easter Bunny Hunt, Capstone Farm Country
Park 11.00am - 3.00pm, last entry 2.30pm. For
accompanied children aged 5 — 12 years, Book in
advance 01634 338191, £1 per child.

April 6th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club, 7.30 for

8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road, Chatham, Mr
Billy Buck — Georgian and Victorian Silver Boxes,
Visitors £2.50 anyone interested welcome, ring 01474
823606 for details.

April 7th — Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Spring Show —
Dusty Miller, new members welcome ring 231972,

April 8th — Wigmore Thursday Club, 40s Reminiscence,
Shirley Goodhew, St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore, 2.00pm. For people over the
age of 50, ring 235507

April 8th — Medway Film Makers, 7.30pm Davis Estate
Community Centre, Shooters Hill Camcorder Club
visit, new members welcome 01634 360401 or
www.medway filmmakers.com

April 8th — Hempstead Leisure Club — *A Royal
Interlude”™ — Peter Hartley’. For over 50°s every
Thursday 2.00-4.00pm. Meet behind church, 169
Hempstead Road. New members welcome, 366907,

April 9th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday 9.45am —
12noon to help people who have lost their spouse or a
close relative, join us for a cuppa and chat, ring Julic
on 01634 364309 for details.

April 9th - Bredhurst Woodland Action Group, Family
Wildlife Walk. Meet at Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst
10.00am. for details and to reserve a place visit
www.bwag.org.uk or call Vanessa Jones on 07813
785940

April 9th — MKAS meet at the Bredhurst Village Hall
on the second and last Friday in the month. For
Observing we meet on other Friday’s at the Victoria
Hotel, Canterbury. Dr Caroline Smith. More details
by phoning Trev on 07717678795 any reasonable
time or www.midkentastro.org.uk/

April 10th - Friends of St. Margaret's Indoor Boot Fair,
Millennium Centre, Gatekeeper Chase 9.00am until
1.00pm. Tables at £10 in advance. Admission 30p.
Light refreshments available. Bookings to Lesley
379796 or Kay 230430.

April 10th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 — 10.00pm. New and experienced dancers
welcome with or without a partner, for more
information ring 366189 or 388546,

April 10th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for Girls,
Derwent Way, Ballroom, Latin, Sequence dancing,
8.00 — 11.00pm, ring 01634 363738 or
s.collins02(@btinternet.com for details.

April 11th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Sally
Starbuck 07860243119 at Linton 10.00am for a 5
mile walk across the Greensand Ridge with good
views, pub at the end with meals.

April 11th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group Walk

meet John Trebill, 01634 244045, 10.00am at
Penshurst Church 6 mile walk some hills, no dogs.

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)

day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~
15th June, 12th October, 7th December .
2 Gift vouchers /
. ./ Find us at www suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk 47

} Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

K.Gillard W
Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 263817
Mobile: 07850 996832

reg. 206985

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and
mstallation ol gas central
heating, boilers, lires, gas and
clectric cookers.

01622 730960 / 07799887754

LOGS

TURF
TOPSOIL
BARK

LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN

INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700

April 11th - All Saints Church, Hempstead, Spring Tea
Party, 3.00 — 5.00pm Come and celebrate this beautiful
season of bloom. Spring bonnet/hat competition,
contact Jean Bird on 234149 for tickets Adults £3.00,
children £1.50

April 11th - Photographic Competition, Workshop &
Exhibition, Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood Road,
10.30am - 4pm ‘Sights & Scenes of Bredhurst’ photo
competition, workshop and exhibition of ‘Bygone
Bredhurst’ Admission 50p (free for under 16°s and
‘Sights & Scenes’ exhibitors). Refreshments available
all day. Funds raised in aid of the Bredhurst Woodland
Action Group. For information or competition details
call Vanessa Jones 07813 785940 or www.bwag.org.uk

April 12th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group for
those still in employment 7.15 - 9.00pm, Millennium
Centre, Rainham, ring Julie 364309.

April 14th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm, Bredhurst Village
Hall, An introduction to Tai-Chi — Mrs Fran Bennett,
ring 01634 232617 for more details.

April 14th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm Upchurch
Village Hall, Workshop evening ‘tantalising
tulips’details 01795 425700 or see
www.rainhamflowerclub.ik.com

April 14th — Rainham Poetry Group, 7.30pm, 40, Birling
Avenue, all lovers of poetry welcome, ring 01634
260228 for details.

April 15th - Fishing Teaching, Capstone Farm Country
Park 9.00am — 12noon. Suitable for children aged 8 —
12 years, Book in advance 01634 338191, £8 per child.

April 15th — Rainham Women Institute 1.45 —4.00pm
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rags to
Riches. Visitors welcome for small entry charge per
visit. More information 01634 364639,

April 15th — Hempstead Leisure Club — Games. (see 8th
April)

April 15th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Bingo. (8th Ap

April 16th — Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, 7.15pm, * Sittingbourne - A Coaching
Town, Mrs. Allinson.” For more information contact
01634 854982,

April 16th - Wigmore Community and Residents
Association - AGM 7.30 pm at Wigmore Library.
Non-members wishing entry can join on the night.

April 17th - Gillingham Methodist Church, Third
Avenue, 7.30pm. Medway Big Band. Enjoy an

evening of Jazz and Swing, concert in aid of
Development projects. Tickets £5 available on the
door or 01634 575139

April 18th — Berengrave Walk, 10.00am — 12noon.
Book in advance 01634 337432, £1 per person.

April 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Bob &
Kath Dyson at Chequers PH Loose Hill 10.00am for 6
mile circular walk, pub at the end with meals.

April 18th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group Walk
meet Joan Weekes, 01634 855522, 10.00am at Cliffe
Woods shopping centre for 4.5 mile mainly flat walk,
dogs allowed.

April 18th — Compact Digital photography for
beginners, Capstone Farm Country Park/South Woods
(part 1 of 2) 9.00 — 12noon, for adults with an interest
in natural history who are thinking of buying a
compact digital camera, Book in advance £1 per adult
per session 01634 338191,

April 18th - Bredhurst Woodland Action Group,
Volunteer Day, 10am - 2pm. Meet at Hurstwood
Road, help with restoration work in Bredhurst Woods,
light coppicing, fencing repairs ete. Please bring
eloves and wear suitable clothing, (9th April)

April 19th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham, Adventures in
the Allotment — Rob Masters, competition Brass, ring
372282 for details.

April 19th- Rainham Wives meet 8.00pm Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, *An African
Experience’ talk by Marilyn Lewis. New members of
all ages are very welcome. We have a variety of
speakers/activities etc. Subs £1.50 per meeting, this
includes coffee and biscuits, for more details contact
Sue on 01634 230639.

April 19th — Wigmore W1, 7.30pm Scout Hut, Edwards
Close, Wigmore. Speaker Steve Long - Climate
change, global warming & energy saving ring 263405

April 19 — 25th - Mid-Kent Astronomical Society
(MK AS) is organising a side walk observation weck
at Dockside car park Chatham (by the cinema) 8.00
until around 10.00pm. Come and see the moon, Mars
and Saturn.

April 20th — The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Strood Library, 7.45 — 10.00pm, £3.00, Exploring the
World of Bats, Shirley Thompson
www.medwayrspb.pwp.bluevonder.co.uk

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

« RECEPTION PROBLEMS?
* NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!
« REPAIRS » EXTRA TV POINTS
« CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
« FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
* COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444 Email: i
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
Jof outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
ffor cats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

[Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Michola
Telephone: 01634 235032
whiskerslodge. con

Web: www,whiskerslodge.com|




J’ I' A | D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
! ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Accounts

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham.
Kent MES 7EG

lel: 01634 375222

Fax: 01634 371318

Tax
Book-keeping

Audit

.
+  Payroll
*  Associated Services

Craniosacral Therapist
Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including
eneck/ back/ joint pain
sheadaches

estress & anxiety
Based in Rainham

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 304308 or mob. 07896 468456
email sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk
(£5 discount off first treatment on production of this ad)

Qualified technicion. References availuble

D 0 I T4 U home improvements[handyman

Kitchens @ Bathrooms # Tiling # Radiators ® Doors ® Sockets
Flooring ® Lighting ® Blinds ® Shelves ® Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL ~ FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG YIS
BRYANT S

CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
Al _RATED BY NHB

C
01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999
www.edenwindows.co.uk

T.]. BUILDERS
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..

External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:
Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE I!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

-..Bookings only...
Airports—Hospi tals-Days/Nights out
Nightclubs—Friendly and Reliable

*  Gatwick from £55.00 *
B* Heathrow from £75.00 *

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Est 12 years
Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Spray Tanning—Reflexology—Ear Piercing— Massage
Bridal — Make up — lash & Brow Tinting

www.cleopatrasbeautyroom.co.uk

Telephane Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S & R.S.L
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries,

Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.

FORT AMHERST EASTER FAIR
Dock Rd, Chatham
April 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 10:30am - 4:30pm
Adults £4 Children £2
Easter Hat Parade, Egg Rolling Race
Easter Egg Hunt, Traditional County Fair Stalls
Free Grand Draw
Napoleonic Soldiers and much, much more
www. fortamherst.com 01634 847747

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED

Age Concern urgently need volunteer drivers to
drive our mini-buses in the ME7 MES area. You
will be helping older people with transport to their
clubs and the day centre. If you can spare a few
hours please contact Sue Hodges on 01634 572616

WIMORE MADS
'THE POWER OF SONG!',
A wonderful evening of beautiful music with
songs old and new.

Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd April, 8.00pm
St Matthews Community Centre, Wigmore.
Tickets £6 & £5 concessians,

Box office: Sue on Medway 370639
SDBTT
St George’s Day Beetle Drive
Friday 23rd April 7.30 — 10.30pm
Millennium Hall, Rainham

Tickets £7.50 each (Family 2 adults, 2 children over

10 £22.00) includes refreshments.
Ring Olwen 01634 263622 for details

Lower Halstow Memorial Hall

50th Anniversary Celebrations

April 23rd, 8.00 - 11.00pm
Bert Butler and his Jazz Men
A joint celebration for St Georges Day,
Chairman’s 80th and Halls 50th
Tickets £6 from John Mustoo 01 795 843681
Bring your own drink.

[ 4 y Neat Fe:t——f_,_

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Werruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
*ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care
Call Naomi for an appointment on:
01634 322591

Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available

SIDEWALK ASTRONOMY
Mid-Kent Astronomical Society (MKAS) is
organising a side walk observation week at the
Dockside Car Park Chatham (by the cinema).
Monday 19th until Sunday 25th April
8.00pm until around 10.00pm.
We would like to invite teachers and students as well
as Members of the public along to view objects such
as the moon, Mars and Saturn,

ST GEORGE’S DAY CELEBRATIONS

At 2pm on Saturday 24th April the Mayor of Swale
will open the Grand Fete at Newington CEP School,
School Lane, where there will be many stalls and
stands with lots of traditional activities. There will
be demonstrations from Footsies Dance Centre, a
marching band, Newington School Choir and the
Junior Tygers Tackwondo group, amongst

others. For more information please contact the
event leader Cllr Jayne Venables on 01795 842044

or Jaynevenables@yahoo.co.uk.

INDOOR BOOT FAIR
Village Crafts/Bazaar
April 24th — 9am to 2pm
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall,
Call Kay 01795 844408 or Lynne 01795 843679 -
Food, Drinks, Breakfast & lunch available.

NEW YEAR NEW RESOLUTIONS!

Join us at the Medway Branch of Leukaemia &
Lymphoma Research. We are seeking volunteers to
assist us in the many and varied events we host.
Meetings every 6-8 weeks Contact Kym McMillan
on 01634 264902 _hqg_l.__-_\-[ij_]I1_u1_'!’ri__-i__at_c_mm_ci:1.gm1
We would love to meet you and discuss the exciting
cvents we have planned for 2010, our 50th
Anniversary Year, and how you could play a part.
Also please contact us if you have any unwanted
gifts for this worthwhile cause. we can collect.

18u L =
* FUllInstallation Service = Worktop Jointing|
* AllMajor Brands s« Competitive Prices

* Larae Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient, erienqly, Reliable services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01705 426868 M: 07950210799

e Plumbin
T.R.T. & Heating €

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer
Installation « Maintenance » Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires « Bathrooms « All general plumbing
* Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No, 205861
01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

6

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
All work Tested to latest regulations
Also Ceilings—repaired/ARTEXED
Internal & external DECORATING

No Job too small— free estimates
Established 1988

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 376 747
07792 244 315

7




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH

In March I journeyed to the Isle of Thanet. I headed.
firstly, to Pegwell Bay, near Ramsgate, where | would
have my last sightings of over-wintering waders about
to fly to their breeding grounds in the Northern
Hemisphere. I then planned to visit the village of St
Nicholas at Wade where | hoped to witness two
welcome signs of spring.

When the tide is out at Pegwell Bay, an extensive area
of mudflats is exposed. Although apparently bleak and
inhospitable, this habitat is home to many shellfish,
worms and other marine animals. These attract
spectacular flocks of ducks and wading birds,
especially in winter. The best time to visit a place like
Pegwell Bay is an hour or two before high tide when
feeding birds are being forced, by the rising water, to
come closer to land. There is a hide on the reserve
from which to get close--up views of the birds. In
winter, the flocks of small grey waders which forage
over the mud are mostly dunlins. There are also
sanderlings, which can be identified by the way that
they run back and forth along the water's edge like
clockwork toys. Grey plovers, larger and more sedate,
can be seen at Pegwell Bay in their hundreds. The
latter two species fly here for the winter from Siberia.
| was disappointed not to have witnessed a flight of
waders wheeling, in unison, in the air. I would have to
wait until next winter for such a spectacle.

Having had a cup of coffee at the "Dog Walkers'
Cafe", T headed back towards St Nicholas at Wade,
whose church tower is a prominent landmark for those
travelling along Thanet Way, From the village, ancient
lanes fan out to farms on the edge of the high ground
of the Isle of Thanet. These farms overlook low lying
fields, which are surrounded by fresh water dykes. The
fields were created in medieval times from what was
once the sea bed of the Wantsum Channel. The latter
divided the Isle of Thanet from mainland Kent and
was once a busy shipping lane.

| walked along the ancient lane which leads to
Chambers Wall Farm. [ had come to revisit a number
of small leafed elm trees lining the lane and whose
trunks are smothered in ivy. This particular species of
elm is thought to be native to East Kent. Those elms

that remain in the lane may have survived the
onslaught of the "Dutch" elm disease of the 1970s,
which was spread by beetles, for a combination of
reasons. They are geographically isolated on the Isle
of Thanet, they are not growing in a heavy
concentration and the dense ivy may have had the
effect of keeping any beetles at bay.

Many of the elm trees at St Nicholas at Wade did,
however, have dead branches last time [ saw them in
leaf. There has to be continuing concern, therefore,
for their future. 1 was, nevertheless, pleased to see
that, on all of the elms in the lane, flowers were
emerging. The flowers are formed in clusters, have
no petals and come out before the leaves. From a
distance, the flowers give a pink brown stipple to the
trees. Of all our flowering trees, only the catkins of
the hazel tree come out before the flowers of the
elm. The latter are not only a welcome sign of spring
but are also evidence of elms that are still alive.
Moving into the village, | heard my second sign of
spring before [ saw it. It was the cacophony of a
rookery, which is matched only by the colony's
atmosphere of commotion. The rooks were nest-
building in some sycamore trees lying between St
Nicholas Church and the C of E Primary School.
During March, the old nests that have remained from
the previous year are being patched up, often

with sticks stolen from the unguarded nests of
neighbours. Consequently, there is great excitement
at a rookery in the full swing of occupation, with
noisy squabbling and mock fights.

Rooks are considered to be one of the most
characteristic birds of British farmland. Their diet is
omnivorous but, during the breeding season, the
principle diet is grassland invertebrates. Since the
high ground around the village is essentially arable,
the rooks doubitless collect food for their young from
the surrounding lowland marshes. Rooks often
perform spectacular communal movements, with
towering spiral flight above the colony, which are
known as "crows' weddings". I am afraid that [
myself did not witness such a performance whilst in
the village.

[ took the opportunity of walking around St Nicholas
at Wade, which contains many old houses of red
brick, some of which are gabled in the Dutch style.
Standing opposite each other on the main street were

lBoal'ding CATNAp DRIVING INSTRUCTOR TAURUS LOCKS
g:g:?m 5 4 B 01634 374502 ? UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER
gt:st:?dang natural . < 07923 618033 sl 4 Hour Service (No call out charge)
e o Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Opening in January RE DHU ™ G E DrivING Domestic and Commercial Work
2010, buit to FAB SCHOOL OF MOTORING All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded

specifications;

Individual luxury heated chalets.

Larger pens available to accommodate up to four cals
from the same househald,

Owner FAB framed

Viewings welcome, by appointment only please.

Tol: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276306
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR

Ged East D.S.A. A.D.I.

42 Sunningdale Drive
& Rainham
Kent MES 9EQ

GED EAST - D.5.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

[Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates

j0.A P. Discounts

S0 call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244

Mobile: 07775 423744

R

the Bell Inn and the Sun Inn, a reminder that it was
Jong past my lunch time. Which pub was it to be? The
Sun Inn seemed to be the most popular. On the other
hand ...... H'm .

Joe Ennis

THE RAINHAM PAROCHIAL CHARITY

The Charity Commission formed this charity in 1980
from six separate charities from the "Ancient Parish
of Rainham" for the benefit of persons resident in the
Ecclesiastical Parish of St Margaret's Rainham.

The Charity is able to make small grants to those in
need whao live in the above parochial area.

They are unable to make grants in arcas which are the
responsibility of statutory State Benefits but may be
able to assist those who have perhaps incurred
unforeseen expenses which are not covered by the
benefit system.

In 2001 the Charity Commission gave approval for
any surplus income to be given as grants to other
organisations and for projects which are for the
general benefit of the persons in the Ecclesiastical
Parish of St Margaret, Rainham.

The surplus funds for 2010 stand at £800

The Trustees of the Charity invite applications from
those eligible.

Further information and a grant application form may
be obtained from the Hon Secretary, Mr K,G,Stevens,
10 School Lane, Lower Halstow, Sittingbourne, Kent,
ME9 7ET. Tel 01795 844304

NINETEENTH CENTURY RAINHAM: titbits
from Milton Union records by Audrey Perkyns.
In the 1860s and 1870s the public health movement
developed. partly as a result of the scientific
discovery of the causes of disease. Smallpox
vaccination was the first sign of this. Fresh water and
sewerage systems came to urban areas first. The
isolation of those with infectious or contagious
diseases became important, and from the 1870s the
Milton Union had adapted a part of the workhouse
premises as an isolation hospital.

Inspectors of Nuisances (later Sanitary Inspectors)
were the first public health officers to be appointed,
followed by Medical Officers of Health (MOHs). In
the Milton Rural Sanitary Authority (unfortunately
this gives the acronym MRSA!) the MOH and the
Guardians were keen to persuade the government to
make notification of infectious diseases compulsory,
as one episode illustrates.

In early 1876 there was a serious epidemic of
scarlet fever in Rainham and Upchurch. The MOH
was angry because Dr Penfold was not willing to
notify cases occurring among patients who were not
paupers, nor even to forbid their attendance at
school. The problem was the association of the new
Sanitary Authorities with pauperism because as new
government responsibilities developed (registration,
then vaccination, then public health), the obvious
authorities to administer them were the ones already
there - the Poor Law guardians.

The stigma of pauperism was felt keenly. Anyone
needing attention from the Poor Law MO was
automatically pauperised, and lists of people
receiving Poor Law benefits were published on the
church doors. The government had to insist that this
should not apply to vaccination, because it wanted
to encourage it. Many doctors were not prepared to
Jet their private patients be tainted by association
with pauperism, and Dr Penfold was one among
many who refused to cooperate to notify infectious
cases to the MOH.

In support of his appeal for compulsory notification,
the MOH, Dr Ray, wrote to the Local Government
Board in 1876 that the infection had been controlled
in parts of the Union where notification and
isolation had occurred, but not in Dr Penfold's area.
[ have just returned from a spectacle, which ought
to be impossible in any civilized country, and more
especially one in which legislation has recently
turned to sanitary improvements. In the house of
one Edward Hart, a laborer residing in Station Road
Rainham, a death has recently occurred from scarlet
fever; the body. four days a corpse, and still
unburied, was, as expressed by a neighbour, already
turning black from the Virulence of the disease; a
child running about the house and absolutely
appearing at the front door was full out with the
rash, which symptomises the malady. Other
children who had not had the disorder, were freely
mixing with the infected child. The mother and
father of the youngster, full as they must be of the
morbid poison, were going about their respective
avocations, and were not to be seen. A neighbour,
who showed us over this fever poisoned den, was
going in and out of her neighbour's house. The
neighbours themselves, seeing no fear, were mixing
freely with the infected children. This in simply
monstrous'

~ TREE MANAGEMENT
. CHIPPING

e LINDSA

+ MULCH

- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER i,
For all your Plumbing Services QE/
Rggzﬁéb HELP is on its way
1 UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
| BOILER EXCHANGES
éate POWER FLUSHING
~ %55 LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Munn Academy of Dance

2 Pupils from age 2yrs to professional —» |
"
P *

Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
f Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner .D.T.A.

=
[

Security Installation
and Maintenance

* Access Control

» Automated Gates/Barriers

= CCTV, Fire & Intruder Alarms

Medway 234168

Total Security Services
t 01634387 762 m 0791 541 5535

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking - Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

D,/ Bullders &
Decorators
EXTENSIONS « GENERAL REPAIRS

PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383
86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES8 7NJ

CLEANING
OF DRIVES & PATIOS
Sealing & Repairs
We Do The Dirty Work For
You...And Bring It Back Like
New
McCourts
01634 375569
0800 298 7338
www.mccourtskent.co.uk
51 Wigmore Road, Wigmore,
Gillingham

DA consTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPLECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS
GENFRAL COMMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCL
Ciy & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TP QUALITY AT COMPETTIIVE
RATEY
MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAvVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
* Member of Gas Safety Register
* All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
MNew Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Jigsaw Driving Schoo L]

friendly, patient and reliable tuition

Gift Vouchers Available

For more information or to apply online
www. jigsawdrivingschool.co.uk
01634 378018

or text 07812695921

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations

Joel Sims

11 Meghby Close Rainham MEs 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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April 21st - Bredhurst Garden Club, Mr Les Morgan

talk, ‘Fuchsias and Pelargoniums’, 8.00pm Bredhurst
Village Hall, ring 01634 233554 for details, new
members welcome.

April 22nd — Wigmore Thursday Club, My Year in

Journalism, Part 2 — Barbara Stevens, (see 8th April)

April 22nd — Hempstead Leisure Club — *Wills, POA

ete’— Carolyn Brooks-Johnson.. (see 8th April)

April 22nd ~ Medway Film Makers, DVD Authorian

Review, (sce 8th April)

April 22nd & 23rd - Wigmore MADS present 'The

Power of Song', 8pm in St Matthews Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore. Tickets £6 & £3
concessions, Box office: Sue on 01634 370639

April 23rd - SDBTT St George’s Day, Beetle Drive,

7.30 — 10.30pm, Millennium Hall, Rainham. Tickets
£7.50 each (Family 2 adults, 2 children over 10,
£22.00) includes refreshments. Ring Olwen 01634
263622 for details

April 23rd — Medway Geographical Society, Adult

Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham 7.30 —
9.00pm. Costa Rica and the Panama Canal - Dave
Meredith. Ring 01634 362683 for details.

April 23rd - Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, 50th

Anniversary Celebrations 8.00 — 11.00pm Bert Butler
and his Jazz Men, Tickets £6 from John Mustoo 01795
843681 Bring your own drink.

April 24th - The Snowdown Colliery Male Voice Choir

One of Kent’s leading male voice ensembles perform
a variety of popular works. 7.30pm, tickets (£7.00
cach) from 01634 372508, e-mail
mattsconcertsi@hotmail.co.uk or sae to 42 The
Goldings, MES 0AX.

April 24th - St Georges Day, Grand Fete, Newington

CLEP School 2.00pm, Many stalls and demonstrations.
Two hour ramble from the school from 10.00am. For
more details or to book a stall ring 01795 842044 or
jaynevenables@vahoo.co.uk.

April 24th — Indoor Boot Fair, Village Crafts/Bazaar
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, 9am to 2pm call
Kay 01795 844408 or Lynne 01795 843679 - Food,
Drinks, Breakfast & lunch available.

April 24th — Instep Dancing, (see 10th April)

April 24th - Fort Amherst, Dock Rd, Chatham. Over
Night Paranormal Investigations "Are You Brave
Enough?" Gates Open 7:45pm, 8pm-3am. £35 per
person, pre-booked only, for more information and
booking 01634 847747 or fortamherst.com

April 24th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (10th April)

April 25th — Kite Making Workshop, Riverside
Country Park 10.00am - 2.00pm. For accompanied
children aged 5 — 12 years, Book in advance 01634
337432, £2.50 per child.

April 25th - Bredhurst Woodland Action Group,
Bluebell Walk followed by a cream tea at Arran
Bank Farm,. Meet at Hurstwood Road 2.00pm.
Tickets £5 in advance or £6 on the day (children
under 16 free) from Vanessa Jones on 07813
785940 or bwag(e vanessajones.plus.com

April 25th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Mike &
Coral Partick at commuter car park just north of
Bredhurst 10.00am for a 6.5mile walkvia Darland
Banks, Capstone Country park and Hempstead,
bring snack, pub at the end.

April 25th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group Walk
meet Alma Miles, 01634 865583, 10.00am at Mote
Park car park for 6 mile walk via River Len and
Otham, dogs allowed.

April 25th — Compact Digital photography for
beginners, (part 2 of 2) (see 18th April)

April 26th— Rainham Wives ‘B.0.G.0.F" fund raising
for our charity Blythswood. (see 19th April)

April 28th - Bredhurst Woodland Action Group,
AGM, 7.00pm Bredhurst Village Hall, presentation
by Sally Evans and Mike Phillips, Mid Kent Downs
Partnership, on their involvement with the
restoration of Bredhurst Woods. (see 9th April)

Continued on Page 13

HPR Ltd)

Al PLASTERING work undertaken

Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Fair Trader

Boiler-Tech Services

Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs — LPG and Qil
All work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP
CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480
Tel: 11634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
(over 30 years’ experience)

Phaone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Loeal Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice, Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

I RREL [V ey o
1§W exarntccs

3 5
= Specialists in Walls, Floors _hL—"—‘“

Slate, Terracotta and Mosaies
== Supplied and l'ixed ==-‘=|T .
=
i

“ or labour only

01634 235714

ZAVIVII{iy
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOOD BIG

Your Local Reliable Contractor I‘HI‘ Tﬂlllll‘

James Zammit

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Whitewater
PLUMBING SOLUTIONS

All plumbing and tiling work undertaken
No job too small

Seven days a week
07841 518000 or 01634 374035

No call out charge
Fully qualified installers

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS
Domestic Installer

'i\AJ_i-.’lA

ASCIAS + SOFFITS + BARGEBOARDS + CLADDING * GUTTERING
e e ]
oy Where Cuality Counts: ...
Remaval of Old Timber 5 %
! " Maintenance Free Exteriors % :
I Full Ventilation with Bird Guard .7

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.

j‘/, Call for a free quote.
¥ Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
@ 01634 264753

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MEB OLJ

g eN Panasonic

ELECTRONICS . fa
Est. 1982 ideas for life

| wivelinwoodhe.com

! Plasma, LCD, DVD & Home Cinema
Sales, Service, Set Up & Accessories

01634 230261. 70 Station Road, Rainham.

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
ar
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

All aspects of decorating and small a
building works undertaken including Block |
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

J W DECORATORS é{?

J.B.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience — Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobile: 07779987633

Licensed Waste Carrier

For Free quote ring
Fully Insured

Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services

Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gales made to measure,
Mowing weekly—Tfortnightly.

(Odd Jobs and much more No job too small

Prompt and Reliable Service]
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April 28th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Peter and
Ann Green 01634 718895 at Hodsell Street 6.30pm
for a 4 mile evening bluebell walk through woods
and fields to Ridley, pub at the end.

April 28th — Rainham Poetry Group, 5.45 - 8.15pm,
Sunlight Centre, Richmond Road, Gillingham, all
lovers of poetry welcome, ring 01634 260228,

April 29th — Hempstead Leisure Club Games. (8th April)

April 29th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Service and
Table Games, (see 8th April)

April 29th — Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, 7.30pm, 01634 312038,

April 30th - MKAS Peter Parish - Constellation of the

month & Telescope Workshop. (see 9th April)

May Ist - Bug Life, The Vines, Rochester 11.00am —
1.00pm. For accompanied children, free.

May st — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Geoff
Ettridge 07525161766 at Mickey’s Restaurant on
A229 Medway bound, bottom of Bluebell Hill for a
4.5mile May Day Walk, 5.00am, , back at Mickey’s
7.45am for breakfast (pay for your own) Bring a
torch for beginning of walk. Non walkers welcome
to breakfast.

May 2nd — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Pat
Coveney 07846948987 at Blue Bell Hill, Common
Road car park 10.30am 4 miles, visiting Kits Coty
House with woodland and Downs scenery. Pub at
end lunches available (01634 861500 to book).

May 2nd — Bluebell Walk, Capstone Farm Country
Park 10.00am — 12noon. Book in advance 01634
338191, £1 per person.

May 3rd — Kite Making Workshop, Capstone Farm
Country Park 10.00am — 2.00pm. For
accompanied children aged 5 — 12 years, Book in
advance 01634 338191, £2.50 per child.

May 5th - Crossroads Care Medway, coffee
morning at Twydall Church Hall Twydall Lane,
10.00am-1.00pm, ring 01634 362433 for details.

May 5th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Peter and
Ann Green 01634 718895 Cobham Village Hall
car park 7.00pm , 4 mile walk. Pub at end.

May 7th - Fort Amherst, Dock Rd, Chatham. Ghost
Tours 8pm, 8:30pm & 9pm, £10 per person, on
the door, 01634 847747 or fortamherst.com

May 9th - Bredhurst Woodland Action Group,
Spring Bird Walk, Hurstwood Road,9.00am.Walk
led by Owen Sweeney of the Kent Ornithological
Socicty. All welcome. No charge, (see 9th April)

May 9th - Cats Protection Bredhurst Adoption
Centre, Matts Hill Road, Annual Spring Craft
Fair, 01634 377267 for details.

May 11th - Barnardo’s Coffee Morning,10.00am,
Macklands House, Station Road Coffee/Tea and
choice of delicious cake - £1. Cake Stall,
Tombola & Raffle, all welcome.

May 14 — 16th - Art Exhibition and Sale of Works,
St. Mary's Church, Upchurch. For local amateur
artist to exhibit, and to raise funds towards the
high cost of urgent repairs to our Church.10am to
4pm, Entrance £1. Details Bryan Veale 234047.

@rchard Windeuws (Kent) Lid
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches
Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

Treat Your Feet!
fy

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enguiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
HOME HELPS

Painful corns & hard skin remaved.
Verrucae. Fungal infection treatment.
Diabetic foot care.
Ingrown & thickened toenails.
For a home appointment call

Lynda on 01634 235298
For all your domestic needs ‘
Hoovering * Dusting * Laundry/ Ironing
Shopping * Meals = 1 off Blitz/Spring clean
FULLY INSURED AND REFRENCED STAFF IN YOUR HOME
HOUSEMARTINS

OF Medway Small Busi [~

123 High Street, Rainham, Kent. ME8 8AN
01634 366528 Office or 07904 038813

Care ward

Millennium Blinds

e Kent's Premier Blind Company

* Conservatory * House Blinds
* Awnings * Window Vinyl
Medway 230330
Showrooms: 25 High St, Rainham, Kent.

Carpark at rear




Small Ads

Price:  £2.10 per line per month

Box Ads: £26.00 per month

£72.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates

TANZ TANS

Professional Sienna X Individual Spray
Tans & Tan Parties. Call Tanya on 07947
140 933. tanztans@hotmail co.uk

PDQ Secretarial / Book-keeping
Services. Typing letters — CVs — Faxes —
Wages — Credit control — Invoicing &
more, 123 High Street, Rainham. 01634
379689, www.pdqsecretarial.co.uk

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pols refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

SINGER? MAKE YOUR OWN CD
T'ean supply most backing tracks and help
to get the best out of your voice. All ages
welcome. Contact 01634 230799,

HIDEAWAY LANDSCAPES Garden
design, landscaping & maintenance
service. We tackle jobs big or small:
Yatios, Planting, Pruning etc 01634
231693. 105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch.
www.thehideawaynursery.co.uk

BOUNCY CASTLES/ CAROUSELS
Insured. Enhanced police disclosure.
Family concern est.1987. 01634 365427,
www.penfoldsamusements.co.uk

LOWER HALSTOW MEMORIAL
Hall for hire. Available most Saturdays &
Sundays. Special rates for regular
bookings & recognised organizations,
Contact Jill on 01795 844054

I)F\TL‘RE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &
delivery included. 01634 387824
WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No |ui) too small. Over 30 years®
experience. 07712 760 147

“THE RIGHT HANDYMAN"
Small jobs — dripping taps — electric
sockets & much more. Call Margaret
on 01634 233270

BEGINNERS MEDITATION Course
starts soon. For relaxation & stress / pain
relief. 01795 843354,
www.gaia-angelicus.co.uk

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202
APPLIANCE REPAIRS. Washing
machines, Tumble dryers, Dishwashers,
Ovens. Friendly pmfu\mm] service with
very low cost repairs, free call out &
advice. Please call 07791 478 692

or 01634 387251

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying leak
tel 234149,

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Margaret 01634 233270

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.
General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Also Plumbing, Fencing, Odd Jobs.
Wooden gates made to your design.
DA Price (Medway) Fst 1984

01795 842644 Mobile 07860 733980

seneral HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Also Plumbing, Fencing, Odd Jobs.
Wooden gates :l!ank to your design.
DA Price (Medway) Est 1984
01795 842644 Mabile 07860 733980

ANDREW'S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

ALL SCRAP METAL WANTED
including cars with log book. Also
rubbish clearances undertaken.

Ring Debbie on 07836 585911.

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799,

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388. Mob 07743 128240

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634

362294. [ come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.
CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofts/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07930 802370,

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. Home visits for elderly

housebound. Dentures made and repaired.

Free of charge for people receiving
guaranteed pension credit.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by an
established quality Rainham
Laboratory. Tel: Mardale 263766
M&R GARDEN SERVICES
01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733.

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 ar mob 0777 986 3977,

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
all types Fencing. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404.

BUILDER & DECORATOR
Any job considered. Roger Clay.
Telephone 01634 361596

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634
235799,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
Jjust give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 328537,

MASSAGE / BEAUTY THERAPIES
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 / 07930 378834,
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 14 years’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons 01634 365453

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 1am and 6.30pm, Treasure Seckers
(3-11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study
& Prayers Tues 7. 45pm. Iuls’n’;‘\l]
{pre school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (6-9 yrs) 6.15. Fri Club
Extra (9+ yrs) 7.30 Visitors welcome.
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187.
LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.
GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge

cutting, weeding & tidying. F m.ndh
service. 01634 378763.

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 200 litre Grower Bales of
Peat £10.50. Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2% 10 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574,
INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
David 01634 365427

RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
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UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Altractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone (1634 364859,
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

Nao fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 (07930 183466,

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or 079234
76573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842097 or 07811 606988

M S P PLUMBING & HEATING
SERVICES. Boilers Change & Service,
Fires, Cookers. Bathrooms, Kitchens &
l'iling. No job too small. 01634 309765
07977 490748,

DEMENTIA RESPITE CENTRE
Hempstead Home gives carers a break by
providing either day care for all or part of
the day, short stay beds or a carer in the
patient’s ]101111. - more details see

www. he uk or call 01634
365345,

TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

079580 72928

BURROWS DOWN Holiday Home for
rabbits & guinea pigs. 01634 329297

ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 374734 Mon, Wed, Thurs
& Fri 4.30 to 6.30pm only.

YOGA CLASSES. MORNING (Tw/
We/Fr) &Eve (Tw/'We). Friendly classes
to improve health & wellbeing. ‘Call Evi
01634 317463 / 07742 943781

THE DOOR DOCTOR. UPVC
Specialist. Handles, hinges & locks
replaced / upgraded. 24 Thour emergency
door opening. 01634 263539

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 /07775 946065
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217.
C & JCLEARANCE

House, Garage, Loft, Shed. Rubbish
cleared. No job too small. Fast friendly
service. KCC Registered. 01634 261749
Mobile 078127 34570/ 07970 759404

ACORN TILES: Kitchen, Bathroom,
Floors & Walls. No job too small. Call
Craig on 01634 575017/ 07981 237823,

MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,

MAPS for Planning applications ete
Large scale OS maps by post, email or
collected. Local Explorer maps
stocked. Also local 25 inch maps 50-
120 years old. National Map Centre
(above Sunburst Books), 23 Station
Road, Rainham. 01634 238238.

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,

Rainham Community Centre,

Granary Close. Sunday — 10.15am
Other meetings in homes.

Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.

Details Tel 01795 844031.

0Old Photographs of Rainham available
as posteards at 40p each from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham. Prints

at A5, Ad and A3 also available from The

National Map Centre above the shop. To
view the current selection see
www.thenet.uk.net

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

ALLWAYS

TILING SERVICES
Wall & Floor Tiling,
Re-Grouting
no job too smiall,
fnendl\f & reliable service.

ully Insured

016340377599

07877 428686
Also Kitchens Fitted

CRAFT & PRODUCE
MARKET

Saturday 17th April
9.00am—12.30pm

Millennium Centre
Rainham
Proceeds to St Margaret’s
Church

FREE Entry to the public
Future Dates 15th May, 19th June

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

LADY

DECORATOR
Karen
Spooner ? )
Apprenticeship served =¥ ﬁd‘
Fully qualified with AN %'-'
20 years’ experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs

Tel: 01631 233815

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

Maths

Literacy

Reasoning
Effective tuition for children working

towards the 11+ grammar school

selection tests in Medway and Kent

05602 538 882

ncentre.co.uk

www.rainhamtu




JOFN STYLES SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
FLA T ROOFING We have a constantly changing stock of
Second-hand Books, including children’'s books,
Strip & Re-felt DVD’s, Videos and Vinyl Records at really
g excellent prices
All Work & Materials Guaranteed We now also have a selection of Brand
Also General Roof Repairs New Local HisAtory Books
. . Browsers always welcome. All profits go to support St
Free Written Quotation Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
Donations of books always welcome in the shop
MEDWAY 374028 between 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
IS8 Hallett’s =i Est 1971
. N
I Plumbing & ﬁ?
{_‘_1 Heating Chris Hallett
I CENTRAL HEATING i e
Boiler Servicing, Breab dovmis & Loy P REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, kcnt, MES ONS For free estimates telephone: 01 634 3 75069
01634 370697 07711 362898| No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”
B. HAYFIELD & SONS
L YANKEE CANDLE
Established 1971 Gifts & Glamour
All Building / Maintenance Work 37 Rainham Shopping Centre
Carpentry & Painting 01634 360060
Roofing & Plumbing are proud to have been appointed stockists of
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222 Ithns best selling range of fragrance products.

@; CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind S.B Plastering & Construction Services
Manufacturers Ltd

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
e All work Guaranteed.

enalian

|
R g Showroom Behind | =~ Over 25 years experience.
Tracks and Poles Wyevale Garden | Conservatory

Made to Free Quotation and | Merticals
Measure Curtains Fitting Service Rollers

Roman Blinds Visit our

Wide Ran f Centre, Hempstead Awnings Call Scott
e, | 01834 8TTADT ([T o 07515 630545 or 01795 844336

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR

Funenal Dirvectors 7
F %

A private family owned and run business

« 24 hour Personal Service « Home visits if preferred = Private Chapels of Rest
* Monumental Masons * Pre-arranged Funeral Plans « Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 373111 101634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MEB 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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