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This mid 1930s picture of *The Queens Head’, now a Harvester restaurant in Maidstone Road, is one of
twenty or so illustrations of Wigmore included in *A Third Picture Book of Rainham’ (ISBN
9781906177027) that was published on February 13th. Copies, price £7.99, of which £4 from each sale is
donated to St Margaret’s Church, Rainham, are on sale at Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, a primarily
second-hand bookshop which is raising money to help the Church Heritage Fund. The book is also avail-
able by mail order, ring 01634 310011 (add £2.75 P&P) or online through the internet via Abebooks.co.uk

Robert J. Kithey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

A few weeks ago St Margaret’s Church in Rainham
held an extremely successful ‘Big Open Day’. As [ am
sure everyone realises the church has been swathed in
scaffolding for the past year whilst urgent repairs were
undertaken to the roof. This is now finished but in
order to make the best use of the scaffolding less
urgent work to the tower has also been commissioned
and this work continues, hence the need for the tower
scaffolding to remain when the main body of the
church was disrobed just in time for the Open Day.
The idea was to thank the local community for their
generosity in supporting the many appeals necessary
to raise the half million needed for the repairs by
showcasing all the many different aspects of church
life in Rainham. [ am sure the organisers spent hours
planning and delegating and their efforts were
rewarded by a crowded church and Millennium Centre
showing a wide variety of displays. I know of several
locals who were visiting the church for the first time
despite having lived in Rainham most of their lives
and I am pleased to say very much enjoyed the
experience. | was stationed at the far eastern end in the
St John the Baptist chapel guarding the local archive
material on loan from the Strood centre. The stained
glass above is variously called ‘the Ward window” or
‘the parable window’. It was designed by Francis
Spear and depicts four parables (the rich man and
Lazarus (sometimes called Lazarus and Dives), the
good Samaritan, the sower and the talents, and has an
inscription below . “This window was given by
George and Enid Ward of Caldew House in the parish
in thankfulness for the safe return of their sons Dennis
and Geoffrey from the World War 1939 —1945 and for
many other mercies’. Several visitors after studying
the window asked * Where is Caldew House?" I had to
confess [ did not know and could only suggest it was
probably in the Rainham Mark area as Caldew Avenue
is there. I have now been told that Caldew House is
behind the houses that line White Hill and is reached
by a trackway between the new Football Centre on the
Howard School field and the first house on the hill.
Thank you to those who took the trouble to supply
this information. It just shows we are all still learning.
Our front cover drawing last month of Pump Farm
yard has raised a great deal of interest. We will be
including more on this area of Rainham in the coming
months as space permits but as always after our longer

than usual break we have many items to squeeze into
our pages in March. Please do read on to discover
many opportunities to get out and about this month ,
concerts, plays, walks, fairs, coffee mornings they are
all here for you to enjoy and before we know it April
and spring will be here. Have a good month we will

ou then.
Correspondence

BREDHURST C] [URCH CHARITY SHOP
Dear Editor

We were astonished today when a resident told us
that he thought that the hut beside Bredhurst Village
Hall was the Scout Hut! The Shop! The Shop has been
there over 35 years selling adult and children’s
clothes, good bric-a-brac, books etc to raise funds for
the Church and local charities at very reasonable
prices. (Good quality items for sale also gratetully
accepted.) We are open every Wednesday and
Saturday from 1.30 to 3.30pm and would love to see
more people. This year we are hoping for more sales
as the Church roof needs urgent repairs costing
£50,000 or more which for a village is astronomical!
We look forward to seeing you.

The Shop Girls(?) of Bredhurst

SILVER SURFERS
Dear Editor

I would like to advertise our new 'Silver Surfers' ICT
club which will be open to parents and grandparents
who are keen to keep up with the younger generation
when it comes to using computers! It will cover basic
computer skills, the internet and use of Office in a
relaxed and informal way. No prior knowledge is
necessary and the club will take place in our fully
equipped ICT suite.

Silver Surfers will be on Wednesdays from 3:45 pm
to 4:30 pm during school term time, starting on
Wednesday 21 April until Wednesday 7 July. There
will be a nominal charge of 50p to cover costs.
Anyone interested in attending, please contact the
school office on 01634 338710 and we look forward
to seeing you.

Yours sincerely
Julie Trundle Bursar
Fairview Community Primary School
Email: office @fairviewprimary. medway .sch.uk
LUNCHEON CLUB - HELP NEEDED
Dear Editor

Each Thursday, at the Millennium Centre, Rainham,
a freshly-cooked meal is prepared (by a group of -
volunteers) for about 40 very appreciative senior
citizens. Unfortunately, this year, we are short of a
cook for one Thursday a month and would like to hear
from an enthusiastic cook or someone with experience
of cooking for a large family or even in a canteen and
can spare the time to help. Perhaps a pair of ladies or a
couple might undertake the task together to prepare
the main course and dessert. A team of six
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experienced helpers are available to assist on the day.
If anyone feels that they could undertake this
rewarding task please contact me on 230430,
Yours faithtully
Kay Jarvis

WRCA
Dear Editor

Wigmore Community and Residents Association
WCRA will be holding their Annual General Meeting
on Friday 16 April 2010 in the Wigmore Library
starting at 7.30 pm. All members are invited to attend
and there will be the opportunity for Residents who
are not yet members to join on the night.
We are very pleased that our local Councillors will be
in attendance and we have also invited representatives
from the Police and Council Officials, This is a great
opportunity for our members to meet with and discuss
their problems with our guests prior to the formal
AGM activities. Please do make the effort to attend on
the 16th April. why not bring a non-member to join
the cost being very small at £5 for a 5 year period.

R S Dunn for WCRA

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE FAYRE
Dear Editor

Following the success of the revival of Hempstead

Village Fayre in May 2009 where we raised £1,500 for

the new Cancer Care Unit at Medway Maritime
Hospital. we are pleased to say the fayre will be back
for a second year on Sunday, 23rd May from I1.30am
until 5.00pm. It would be lovely to see the crowds
again and this year the chosen charity is the Kent Air
Ambulance.

However, without good stalls our fayre would not be
so much fun therefore if you have anything that you
wish to showcase, sell or are a charity with a stall we
would love to hear from you. Please do not
hesitate to contact Val Gorf, our Stalls Co-Ordinator
01634 230214 email hempsteadfavreghotmail.co.uk.

Yours faithfully

Tina Venus-Coppard

Secretary, Hempstead Village Fayre Committee

INDOOR BOOT FAIR
Dear Editor,
The Friends of St. Margaret's Church are holding an
Indoor Boot Fair on Saturday 10th April from 9.00am
until 1.00pm in The Millennium Centre, Gatekeeper
Chase, Rainham. Tables will be provided at £10.00

abilityDutlet
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
part exchange, deliver, train, fix.

Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more

7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG
Tel 01634 375537

each but booking in advance is essential. The
entrance fee is 30p, light refreshments are available
and many bargains are to be had. To book, phone
Lesley on 379796 or Kay on 230430. Please note that
the sale of electrical goods is not permitted.

Yours faithfully,

Kay Jarvis (committee member)
SPRING CRAFT FAIR
Dear Editor
As I type it is still snowing, so [ want to encourage
everyone to look forward to Spring! This is advance
notice that there will be a great day out for all the
family at the Cats Protection Bredhurst Adoption
Centre in Matts Hill Road on Sunday 9th May, when
we will be holding our annual Spring Craft Fair.
There will be lots of local craftspeople and bargains
galore, raffles and competitions, Cats Protection
goods and this year we will have Scottys Circus
Workshop with us for the day. Not forgetting the
chance to meet some of the lovely cats looking for
zood homes. If anyone is interested in taking a craft
table at this event to sell their wares, a limited
number of tables/table spaces are available at £10
each, so contact me asap by phoning 01634 377267
or emailing me at lindalisgarten@hotmail.co.uk
Yours faithfully
Linda Lisgarten,
Friends of Bredhurst Kent Cat Adoption Centre.

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for;

Nightingale Close, Laurel Walk & part Mierscourt
Parts Oak Lane, Wallbridge Lane & Bishops Lane
Winchester Way

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 01634 310011 or email
aff@thenet.uk.net

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
*Conservatories — designed and built
eUpgrades to existing roofs
eNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
eMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:

01634 363881 / 07973860369
MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

FENSA

Lurtdln & Blinds

— FHJDLﬂY DESI(’-I NS

I Hand Made Curtains,
| | Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets

' Roman, Vertical and Roller Blinds |
34262135
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Diary 2010

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
affedthenet.uk.net or

5, Meresborough Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent ME§

Diary Copy Date: 16th March

March 5th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday 9.45am
— 12noon to help people who have lost their spouse
or a close relative, join us for a cuppa and chat, ring
Julie on 01634 364309 for details.

March 5th — Ghost Tours, Fort Amherst, 7.30, 8.00 &
8.30pm. Tickets £10 (no under 8’s), 01634 847747.

March 6th — City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra,
7.30pm Central Theatre, Chatham. Beethoven —
Leonora Overture, Elgar - Cello Concerto, Dvorak -
‘New World® Symphony. Alice Neary cello. Tickets
£9 — 13 from 01364 338338 www.crso.org.uk

March 7th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony and
Ann Faulkner at Adisham near the school, 10.00am
for a 6.5 mile walk to Barham Down, bring picnic
lunch, pub at the end.

March 7th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group Walk
meet Roger Danks, 01634 317993, 2.00pm at
Trosley Country Park car park (charges) for 4 mile
walk, no dogs.

March 7th - Sunday Service at The Centre, Farthing
Corner with amazing Spiritual Medium Janis Perry
From 6.30pm, entrance £1.00. Phone 366944

March 8th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group
for those still in employment 7.15 - 9.00pm,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, ring Julic on 364309

March 8th — Rainham Wives meet 8.00pm Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, ‘“Musical
Surprise” talk by Karen Brown. New members of
all ages are very welcome. We have a variety of
speakers/activities etc. Subs £1.50 per meeting, for
details contact Sue on 01634 230639,

March 9th - Every Tuesday at The Centre, Farthing
Corner. Free Healing, Reikii or Spiritual, is
available from 7.30-9.00 pm. For more information
call Alan 01634 362121 www.thecentreonline.co.uk

March 9th — Fairview Frogs, Toddler Group, each
Tuesday in term time 10.00 — 11.30am, Fairview
Community School, details from 01634 338710,

March 9th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,
7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road,
Chatham, Mrs Alice Harms — Carrying the Mail,
Visitors £2.50 anyone interested welcome, ring
01474 823606 for details.

March 10th — Rainham Poetry Group, 7.30pm, 40,
Birling Avenue, all lovers of poetry welcome, ring
01634 260228 for details.

March 10th — Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm, Bredhurst
Village Hall, the Forgotten People of Palestinian
Refugee Camps in Lebanon, ring 01634 232617,

March 10th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm
Upchurch Village Hall, Demonstration ‘New
Beginnings” by Lisa Howarth details 01795
425700 or see www.rainhamflowerclub.ik.com

March 10 — 13th - Three Towns Theatre Company
present Disney's Beauty and the Beast, The Brook
Theatre, Chatham 7.30pm nightly and also at
2.30pm on Saturday. Tickets £12, (£10 for
concessions) £40 for a family ticket from the
theatre box office 01634 338338 or on line at
www.medway.gov.uk/theatrebooking

March 1 1th — Fairview Tadpoles, Parent and Baby

Group, each Thursday in term time 1.15 - 2.45pm,

Fairview Community School, 01634 338710,

March 11th — Wigmore Thursday Club. History of
Rochester Castle — Norman Munn, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore,
2.00pm. For people over 50, ring 235507.

March 11th — Medway Film Makers, 7.30pm Davis
Estate Community Centre, One Minute
Competition, new members welcome 01634
360401 or see www.medwayfilmmakers.com

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR

BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~
March 30th, 15th June, 12th Oct, 7th Dec.

3 j , Find us at www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk ﬂi‘;
/) __Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

Gift vouchers J

March 12th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 5th Mar).

March 12th — Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, United Reformed Church, Balmoral Road,
Gill, 7.15pm, “Igtham Mote - The House and
Restoration, The National Trust.” 01634 854982,

March 12th - MKAS meet at the Bredhurst Village
Hall on the second and last Friday in the month,
For Observing we meet on other Friday’s at the
Victoria Hotel, Canterbury. A.G.M.. More details
by phoning Trev on 07717678795 any reasonable
time or via the web site www.midkentastro.org.uk/

March 13th — Family Fun Digital photography
workshop, Capstone Farm Country Park (part | of
2)9.30 — 11.30am. for accompanied children aged
6 — 12 years, £6 per child for both parts, book and
pay in advance 01634 338191.

March 13th — Ramases (Rainham and Medway and
Swale Egypt Society) 2.30pm, Newington Village
Hall. Peggy Dewey Memorial Lecture “Theban
Royal Tombs” by John Dewey. Tickets can be
purchased at the door, £8.00, disabled access
available. Details from ramasesnk@hotmail.com

March 13th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road.
Gillingham, 7.30 — 10.00pm. New and experienced
dancers welcome with or without a partner, for
more information ring 366189 or 388546,

March 13th - Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, Ballroom, Latin, Sequence
dancing, 8.00 - 11.00pm, ring 01634 363738 or
s.collinsO2@btinternet.com for details.

March 13th - Rochester Grammar School Choir with
Rochester Youth Brass Band, Gillingham
Methodist Church, Third Avenue, 7.30pm. Enjoy
an evening of youngsters ‘“Making Music, £5 at the
door or in advance on 575139

March 14th - New Meditation group from 6.30pm.
Entrance £5. A guided visualization/ meditation is a
time just for you, your time, your space, your
experiences. The Centre, Farthing Corner.
www.thecentreonline.co.uk 01634 366944

March 14th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group Walk
meet Gill Smith, 01622 710569, 10.00am at Wye

public car park for 5.5mile walk lovely views and
some steep hills, no dogs.

March 14th -~ Dream Catchers, Riverside Country
Park 11.00am — 2.00pm, book and pay in advance
£1 per child 01634 337432,

March 14th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet
Graham Jenkinson at Wye public car park
10.00am for a 4.75 mile walk to Wye Downs, pub
at the end.

March 15th - Wigmore WI (new group) 7:30pm
Scout Hut, Edwards Close, Wigmore. Speaker
Lesley Gould - Life of a Japanese Woman, ring
263405 for further details,

March 15th - Rainham Evening Women’s Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham. Medals -
Mr Jones, competition Glass, ring 372282

March 15th—- Rainham Wives ‘The Bee Farm’ talk
by Sudi Austin, (see 8th Mar).

March 16th— GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 - 9.00pm
United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham. " Ask the Experts’, ring 01634 234734,

March 16th — The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Strood Library, 7.45 — 10.00pm, £3.00. Where
Yeechaa meets Ol€, Ralph Todd www. medway-
rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

March 17th — Tiny Tots, Capstone Farm Country
Park 10.00am — 2.00pm, arts and crafts for
younger children. For accompanied 2-5 year olds,
please wear old clothes as it could get messy. No
need to book, £1 per child.

March 17th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Colin and
Linda Miles talk, ‘Living with a Bonsai Fanatic’
Spring Show, 8.00pm Bredhurst Village Hall, ring
01634 233554 for details, new members welcome,

March 18th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Birthday
Tea entertainment by Doug Harris, (see 11th Mar).

March 18th — Rainham Women Institute 1.45 —
4.00pm Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road,
Musical Boxes. Visitors welcome for small entry
charge per visit. More information from 01634
364639,

March 19th ~ Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 5th Mar).

Continued on Page 11

K.Gillard W
Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 263817
Mobile: 07850 996832

reg. 206985

heating, boilers,
electric cookers

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certificates.
Service, repair and
mstallation ol gas central

01622 730960 / 07799887754

LOGS

TURF
TOPSOIL
BARK

LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN

INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700

fires, gas and

AERIALS
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS
* RECEPTION PROBLEMS?

« NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!

*REPAIRS « EXTRA TV POINTS
= CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
* FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
* COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

TELEVISION
HOME SERVICES

Television Repairs
SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE
Usually same day service
Qualified engineer
30 years Experience
Reasonable rates

Carlton Vision Repairs
MED 360367 Mob. 07768228024




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 200 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, * Accounts
Kent MER 7EG +  Tax
Tel: 01634 375222 *  Book-keeping
Fax: 01634 371318 +  Payroll
E Mail: adminajadaccountants.co.uk *  Audit

.

www jad.sage24.com Associated Services

Craniosacral Therapist
Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including:
eneck/ back/ joint pain
sheadaches
estress & anxiety
Based in Rainham
Sharon Cresswell RCST
01634 304308 or mob. 07896 468456
email sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk
(£5 discount off first treatment on production of this ad)

Qualified technidan. References ovailuble

DO'T4U home improvements|handyman

Kitchens  Bathraoms # Tiling © Radiators  Doors ® Sockets
Flooring ® Lighting # Blinds ® Shelves » Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIOMAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world!
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG

CONSTRUCTION 11D
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS
Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Est 12 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis— Manicure—Pedicure — Body Treatments
Spray Tanning—Reflexology—Ear Piercing— Massage

Bridal — Make up — lash & Brow Tinting

www.cleopatrasbeautyroom.co.uk
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding

* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

S Bookings only...
Airports-Hospitals—Days/Nights out
Nightclubs—Friendly and Reliable

*  Gatwick from £55.00 *
B* Heathrow from £75.00 *

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.8 & R.S.1.

Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.
Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ECBS, BTER. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available
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SQUARE KNITS

During 2009 we took even more knitted goodies to
Blythswood, thank you all for your efforts.

110 blankets, 429 tank tops and other items.

We have patterns for hats, gloves, scarves and tank
tops: if you would like a copy, send a sae (67x 97) to
Square Knits, c/o 21 Wheatcroft Grove, MES 9JF.
Instructions for blankets are as follows:-

No. 8 needles, double knitting wool, cast on 30
stitches, and knit 60 rows, this may vary according
to your tension. The squares are knitted in garter
stitch — every row knit. Please make sure that your
squares are 67x 67 as we often sew up squares
knitted by different people and different sizes cause
problems! It is not necessary to change colours at the
end of 60 rows, as long as the finished length is the
equivalent of 10 squares or 60 inches long. Itis
appreciated if a few inches of wool is left at the end
of a row for sewing up. § strips across makes a
whole blanket. Do please phone us if you are
delivering your knitting or if you would like it to be
collected. We can however only collect from the
Rainham, Wigmore and Hempstead areas. Very
many thanks to you all, and happy knitting in 2010!
Mary 234053 Ann 372680

COFFEE MORNING

March 20th 10.00 - 11.00am All welcome
Rainham Methodist Church, in the Hall

Cake stall, bric a brac, Traidcraft Table, coffee and
chat. Proceeds to Home and World Missions.
BEAUTY & THE BEAST

Three Towns Theatre Company are fortunate to be
the first amateur group in the area to have
permission to perform "Disney's Beauty and the
Beast". The show runs at The Brook Theatre,
Chatham from Wednesday 10th to Saturday 13th
March at 7.30pm nightly and also at 2.30pm on
Saturday. Tickets £12, £10 con and £40 for a family

f} Neat Feet '--’~

Fully qualified & insured visiting Foot Health
Practitioner
*Corns & Hard Skin Removed
* Verruca Treatments
*Thickened & Fungal Nails
+*ingrown Toe Nails
*Diabetic & Routine foot care

Call Naomi for an appointment on:
01634 322591

INDOOR BOOT FAIR,
VILLAGE CRAFTS/BAZAAR,
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall,
27th March 9.00am - 2.00pm
To book call Kay 01795 844408
Food, Drinks, Breakfast & lunch available.

MONTHLY BUMPS MEALS
Friday 19th March. 7.30pm
Want to meet other Local Expectant Mums?
Come and have a fun, informal evening out with
other expectant mums. Dads welcome to meet in bar
or come for a drink & pick-up at 10pm.
For more information ring 08442 436 204

SPRING FAYRE
IN AID OF MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT
Saturday 27th March from 10.00am - 12.00noon
Millennium Centre, Rainham
Refreshments, cakes, preserves, crafts and books
Stalls will also be available for sale of crafts, etc. at
the cost of £10.
To book please call 01634 233930 or 01634 401675

EASTER FAIR
Upchurch Derby and Joan Club
Upchurch Village Hall
Wednesday 3 1st March, doors open 1.30pm
Cake stall, craft stall, raffles and refreshments
All Welcome More details from 01634 268476

SPRING TEA PARTY
All Saints Church, Hempstead
Sunday 11th April, 3.00 — 5.00pm

Come and celebrate this beautiful season of bloom
with an afternoon of sandwiches, tea and yummy
desserts. Bring and buy stall , a Spring bonnet/hat
competition, with prizes for adults and children. So
dig out your favourite bonnet or be inspired to get

creative. Please contact Jean Bird on 234149 for

tickets. Adults £3.00, children £1.50

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

« FuUll Installation Service » Worktop Jointing
» AllMajor Brands = Competitive Prices

« Larae Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient rriendly, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

—m——__ Plumbin
T.R.T. &Heatmg ‘

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer
Installation » Maintenance * Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms = All general plumbing

COMPLETE ELECRICAL SERVICES
All work Tested to latest regulations
Also Ceilings—repaired/ ARTEXED
Internal & external DECORATING

No Job too small— free estimates
Established 1988

Congi pee 561 Neil Mace
01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306 19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376 747
Rainham 07792 244 315
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JANUARY & FEBRUARY

I didn't stray far during January and February, paying
local visits to Gore Farm, Darland Banks and East
Hoath Wood.

Gore farm, at which there is a farm shop and a
restaurant, lies off Oak Lane, the road to Upchurch
from the A2. Uniform rows of apple trees have
replaced the mixed crops grown under the farm's
previous ownership. It is good to see a Kentish fruit
farmer fighting back against foreign imports but
changes to the old order appear to have had a
detrimental effect on certain wildlife. The grey
partridges seem to have disappeared now that seed
crops and cover are no longer provided for them. It
also seems likely that the resident kestrels and barn
owls may have trouble in finding enough voles and
mice for their young, as a result of the close mowing
of previously rough grassland in which the mammals
would have been found. I was however pleased to see
flocks of redwings, fieldfares, blackbirds and starlings
feeding on the apples in the pick-your-own orchard.
Almost all of these birds would be winter visitors from
northern and eastern Europe where winters are
generally much more severe than in this country.

I visited Darland banks at a time when it was covered
in snow. The rather harsh "chack chack" alarm calls of
fieldfares drew my attention to their presence. Parts of
Darland are thickly covered in hawthorn bushes and
the birds were after the red haw berries. Also feeding
on the berries were five or six blackbirds. Many of our
native born blackbirds are sedentary, not straying far
from the garden or other habitat in which they have
established a territory. During the winter our resident
population of blackbirds is augmented by visitors from
northern Europe. Some stay throughout the winter but
others, after varying lengths of stay, move to southern
France or Spain. It is almost certain that the group of
blackbirds at Darland were winter visitors.

Seed eating finches such as chaffinch, goldfinch,
linnet and greenfinch can be found on Darland Banks
in winter. feeding on seed heads. In the deep snow of
that day only the seeds of tall plants such as scabious
and knapweed would have been readily accessible to

them. Flocks of finches tend to be somewhat flighty
and I was unable to identify the birds I had seen.

I moved on to nearby East Hoath Wood which is
composed of sweet chestnut coppiced trees and oak
standards. I could find few berries on the masses of
ivy growing up the trees in the wood. They appeared
to have been eaten by the wood pigeons which were
conspicuous by their absence during the period when
the area was white over. The birds would not have
been able to forage on any nearby snow covered oil
seed rape plants and may well therefore have flown
to the fields of cabbages and Brussels sprouts on the
Isle of Thanet.

As I walked through the wood my attention was
drawn to rustling in an area of leaves sheltered from
the recent snowfall. Up flew a small flock of
redwings to the safety of the branches of an oak tree.
They had been searching for worms, having
undoubtedly exhausted the local supply of holly
berries. They may have been the same birds that
stripped the berries off a holly tree in my own garden
in a matter of days. They were cautious birds, flying
into the centre of the tree and eating the berries from
the inside. They did not expose themselves to
potential predators by perching on the outside of the
tree.

Finally, [ write about our own gardens as a winter
habitat for birds. We often put out nuts, seeds, fat
balls or scraps and yet fail to attract any birds.
However, in early winter, particularly if the weather
is mild, birds may still have access to nuts, seeds,
fruits and berries growing in woods, hedgerows,
fields and gardens. Naturally occurring food such as
arubs, insects, worms, slugs, snails, caterpillars and
spiders, which the birds concerned presumably
instinctively prefer, will be available until such time
as heavy frost or deep snow make life difficult for
them. Also birds are aware that they are vulnerable
to predators such as cats and sparrow hawks at
exposed bird tables, which is why they keep a
constant look out whilst they are feeding. It is only
in severe weather that some normally shy and
cautious birds are driven by hunger to risk feeding in
the open. [t is not surprising that our overtures are
sometimes rebuffed.

Here in well wooded Wigmore, woodland birds such

TAURUS LOCKS

ns;

al luxury heated chalsts;

Larger pens available to accommodate up to four cats
from the same household;

Owner FAB trained,

Viewings welcame, by appointment only please

Tel: 01634 386263
Moblle' 07772 276906
Email: hoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lﬂns Elrudhurs[ Kent, ME7 3JR

Boarding CANINAp DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
i P B 01634 374502
caanan e 07923618033 |
REDEUN G E DRIVING
SCHOOL OF MOTORING

Ged East D.S.A. AD.I

42 Sunningdale Drive
& Rainham
Kent ME8 9EQ

GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

r' ] UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

4 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Il Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates

AP. Discounts

o call today for a great deal, peace of

ind and security

hone Brian 01634 351244
obile: 07775 423744

as great spotted woodpeckers, coal tits, great tits and
nuthatches can sometimes be found at bird tables. At
ground level visitors can include wood pigeons, green
woodpeckers and jackdaws. Joe Ennis

SAX IN THE CITY (WELL WIGMORE
ACTUALLY)!!

The National Saxophone Choir of Great Britain,
make a welcome return to St Matthew’s Church,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore, on the 20th March. They
will be presenting a concert of varied music played
by the 20 sax’s of the NSC. The whole saxophone
family is featured in the NSC line up and if the
concert they presented 2 years ago is anything to go
by this will be another concert to remember and, as
that was a “sell out™, tickets should be booked early
to avoid disappointment.

Concert tickets are £7.00 (students free) and the
evening commences at 7.30pm.

Also. saxophonists of all ages and abilities are invited
to join the NSC for a workshop probably during the
afternoon of the 20th. At the time of writing final
details are to be decided, but any sax player who is
interested can contact me for details. Costs will be
£3.00 for students and £10.00 for adults (including
free concert entry).

Please contact me on 01634 372508 (or e-mail
mattsconcerts@@hotmail.co.uk) for tickets or
workshop bookings. Paul Warren

RECOLLECTIONS OF RAINHAM

My wife Josie and I originally from London came to
Rainham in 1969. We moved into a brand new Wards
mid-terraced house in Meresborough Road on what
was known then as the Maryland Estate. The estate
was a group of houses bordered by Miers Court Road,
Meresborough Road and Bayswater Drive. There was
another housing estate adjoining ours to the south
with houses either side of Sandringham Road. These
two small estates were surrounded by woodland and
orchards all the way down to the High Street with
none of Parkwood housing as we now know it.

For about a year I travelled backwards and forwards
to work in London before getting a job locally. My
journey from home in my commuting days went past
the old well the remains of which is still on the
original part of Miers Court Road that has since been
blocked off. Miers Court Road was nothing more
than a narrow lane then with no bus service and very
little traffic. A footpath towards the High Street end

from an area known locally as Monkey Island cut

through the orchards and linked to another footpath.

Church Path, that is still there today - this was the
route [ took. then across the High Street past the
National School, (demolished 30 years ago) in
Station Road, where the shopping centre now
stands, and on down to Rainham railway station.
The station was nothing like it is today. It was a
brick built building with a slate roof and 1
remember many a time in the winter going into the
waiting room, where a welcoming coal fire was
burning, to get warm. The gents toilet was separate
to the main building and was no more than a wall
for you to use with no roof to keep you dry if it was
raining. Also the platforms were much shorter than
they are now. [ travelled home from work using
Victoria Station in London and if the train was a
long one you had to get in the rear four carriages of
the train to alight at Rainham. This was because the
platform at Rainham was not long enough for the
entire train. | remember in my first few weeks of
travelling getting in the wrong end and finishing up
at Sittingbourne before realising that I had missed
Rainham.
That was some thirty vears ago now and since 1977
I have lived in Silverspot Close and my house
stands roughly half way down that footpath that led
from Miers Court Road to Church Path. All the
many times | walked along it those years ago |
never ever dream't of houses being built there let
alone living in one.

John Liney
Editor: Sadly John died on 10th April 2009, He was
a very loyal distributor of Action Forum for more
than 25 years, a tradition that his wife Josie still
continues, she found this article amongst his papers
- we are sure it will bring back memories to many
other families who moved to Rainham during those
years of rapid expansion in the 1960s and 70s.

UPCHURCH CHORAL SOCIETY
(organist Sue Rossiter)
The Armed Man — A Mass for Peace
(abridged version) by Karl Jenkins
St Mary’s Church, Upchurch
Good Friday 2nd April, 7.00pm
There will be a retiring collection in aid of’
Macmillan Cancer Support

* TREE MANAGEMENT
» CHIPPING

e LINDSA

+ MULCH
+ FIREWQOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER Pei—3
For all your Plumbing Services P
Rgg o HELP is on its way
/ UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
il BOILER EXCHANGES

sife POWER FLUSHING
== | UXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday 1o Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Munn Academy of Dance
jﬁ’f Pupils from age 2yrs to professional

Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition [

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner 1.D.T.A.

Medway 234168

Security Installation
and Maintenance

= Access Control

= Automated Gates/Barriers

= CCTV, Fire & Intruder Alarms

Total Security Services
t 01434 387 762 m 0791 561 5535

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 871402 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

Bullders &
Decorators

D..

EXTENSIONS » GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES 7NJ

CLEANING
OF DRIVES & PATIOS
Sealing & Repairs
We Do The Dirty Work For
You...And Bring It Back Like
New
McCourts
01634 375569
0800 298 7338
www.mccourtskent.co.uk
51 Wigmore Road, Wigmore,
Gillingham

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE
City & Guilds / Institate of Carpenters

TOPQUALTTY AT COMPETTTIVE
RATES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
* Member of Gas Safety Register
+ All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
» Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
« 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Jigsaw Driving Schoo L
friendly, patient and reliable tuition

Gift Vouchers Available

For more information or to apply online
www. jigsawdrivingschool.co.uk
01634 378018
or text 07812695921

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations

Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MES 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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March 19th — Monthly Bumps Meal. 7.30pm. Come
and have a fun, informal evening out with other
expectant mums. For more information ring 08442
436 204 for information www.nctmedwayv.org.uk

March 20th — The National Saxophone Choir of Great
Britain, 7.30pm tickets £7.00 each from 01634
372508, mattsconcertsfeohotmail.co.uk .

March 21st — Book Fair, 10.00am — 2.00pm Parish
Centre, Delce Road, Rochester most books 50p
cach or ten for £4, entry 30p

March 20th — Rainham Methodist Church Coffee
Morning, 10.00- 11.00am, in Church Hall. Cake
stall, bric a brac, Traideraft Table, coffee and chat.
Proceeds to Home and World Missions.

March 21st — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Peter
and Kate Ware at Birling car park behind the
church 10.00am for a 6 mile walk to Pilgrims Way,
Trosley Court and Cleggetts Farm , pub at the end.

March 21st — Medway Towns Footpaths Group Walk
meet Pearl Stevens, 07724602929, 10.00am at
Meopham Green (Pitfield Drive) for 5 mile walk
lovely views, hilly, no dogs.

March 22nd- Rainham Wives. Knitting and Bring &
Buy for Blythswood, Coffee & Cake. (8th Mar).
March 24th — Rainham Poetry Group, 5.45 - 8.15pm,
Sunlight Centre, Richmond Road, Gillingham, all

lovers of poetry welcome, ring 01634 260228,

March 25th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Service and
Sales Table, (see 11th Mar).

March 25th — Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside, 7.30pm, 01634 312038.

March 25th — Medway Film Makers, (see 11th Mar).

March 26th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 5th Mar).

March 26th — Medway Geographical Society, Adult

Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham 7.30
-9.00pm. A World of Wine — Bob Appleton.
Ring 01634 362683 for details.

March 26th — MKAS Dave Paulding & Nancy
Springate EAD Radio Astrium. (see 12th Mar).

March 27th — Spring Fayre in aid Macmillan
Cancer Support 10.00am — 12noon, Millennium
Centre, Rainham. Refreshments, cakes,
preserves, crafts and book. Stalls available for
sale of crafts, etc. £10 each to book please call
01634 233930 or 01634 401675

March 27th — Indoor Boot Fair, Village Crafts
Bazaar Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, 9am to
2pm call Kay 01795 844408 or Lynne 01795
843679 - Food, Drinks, Breakfast & lunch.

March 27th — Family Fun Digital photography
Part 2, (see 13th Mar).

March 27th — Instep Dancing, (see 13th Mar).

March 27th — Medway Folk Dance Club (13th Mar

March 28th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group
Walk meet John Williams, 01622 764821,
10.00am at Penenden Heath car park for 6 mile
walk one steep hill, no dogs.

March 28th — Mountain Bike Trail, Capstone Farm
Country Park 9.00- 10.30am, for all abilities,
book and pay in advance , £1 per person 338191.

March 28th — Medway Ramblers Walk, meet Tony
and Ann Faulkner at Kemsing Community Hall,
10.00am for a 6.5mile walk to St Care Estate and
the Downs, numerous stiles and gates, bring
picnic lunch, pub at the end.

March 29th — Rainham Wives. Easter Craft
Activities plus Hot Cross Buns, (see 8th Mar).

March 31st - Upchurch Derby and Joan Club,
Easter Fair, Upchurch Village Hall 1.30pm.
Cakes, crafts, raffles and refreshments, all
welcome. More details from 01634 268476

Continued on Page 13

HPR Ltd)

Al PLASTERING work undertaken

Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.

Beoiler-Tech Services

Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs — LPG and Oil
All work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP
CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
(over 30 years’ experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mabile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

i I Il
|

2l
oot Corar
W CPEPPLECT
T ] —
J' Specialists in “ulls. Floors ”
e
|
4

Slate, Ferracotta and Mosaics
== Supplied and IFixed = 1

” or labour only

— 01634 235714

ZAVIVILTY
[ROCIFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWDRK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS. SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

Your Local Reliable Contractor

James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS
Domestic Installer

Whitewater
PLUMBING SOLUTIONS
All plumbing and tiling work undertaken
No job too small
Seven days a week
07841 518000 or 01634 374035

No call out charge
Fully qualified installers

- w&e*ze Cuality Counts]

Removal of Old Timber
Maintenance Free Exteriars
Fuli Ventilation with Sird Guard

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road. Rainham, Kent MES OLJ
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Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

@ 1 Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS

01634 264753

Panasomc

LINWOOD

ELECTRONICS
Est. 1982

www linwoodhe.com
Plasma, LCD, DVD & Home Cinema
Sales, Service, Set Up & Accessories

01634 230261 70 Stat|on Road, Rainham.

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.

Tel Mr Derek Organ on Paving, Brickwork & Patios
01634 374524 Family run business for 20 years
for a free estimate. Johnthedec@hotmail.com

J W DECORATORS

All aspects of decorating and small
building works undertaken including Block

\_'.B.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience — Free quotation
All works guaranteed

Phone Jim: 01634 863497 Mowing weekly—Tfortnightly.
e Odd Jobs and much mo No job # ]
MOblle‘ 07?79987633 & s F’r'omp?é?rd ;grasarzia Service]

Licensed Waste Carrier

For Free quote ring
Fully Insured

Mick Eardiey
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
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April 1st — Tiny Tots, Riverside Country Park

10.00am — 2.00pm, arts and crafts for accompanied
2-5 year olds, please wear old clothes as it could get
messy. No need to book, £1 per child.

April 1st — Wigmore Thursday Club, the Book —
Frances Barnes, (see 11th Mar).

April 2nd — Easter Bunny Hunt, Riverside Country
Park 11.00am — 3.00pm, last entry 2.30pm. For
accompanied children aged 5 — 12 years, Book in
advance 01634 337432, £1 per child.

April 2nd - 5th - Fort Amherst Easter Fair, Dock Rd,
Chatham, 10.30am — 4.30pm, Adults £4 Children

£2. Easter Hat Parade, Egg Rolling Race, Easter Egg

Hunt, Traditional County Fair Stalls, Free Grand
Draw, Napoleonic Soldiers and much, much more
www.fortamherst.com 01634 847747

April 2nd - Upchurch Choral Society *The Armed
Man’ — A Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins, St
Mary’s Church, Upchurch, 7.00pm, retiring
collection in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support

April 3rd — Medway Towns Footpaths Group Walk
meet Stephen Manning, 01634 375821, 10.00am at
Bredhurst commuter car park for 5-6 mile walk to
Queendown Warren, dogs allowed.

April 5th — Easter Bunny Hunt, Capstone Farm
Country Park 11.00am —
For accompanied children aged 5 — 12 years, Book
in advance 01634 338191, £1 per child.

April Tth -

3.00pm, last entry 2.30pm.

April 6th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,

Mr Billy Buck — Georgian and Victorian Silver
Boxes, (see 9th Mar).

Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Spring Show
— Dusty Miller, new members welcome 231972 .

April 8th — Wigmore Thursday Club, 40s

Reminiscences, Shirley Goodhew, (see 11th Mar).

April 8th — Medway Film Makers, Shooters Hill

Camcorder Club visit, (see 11th Mar).

April 9th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 5th Mar).

April 10th - Friends of St. Margaret's Indoor Boot
Fair, Millennium Centre, Gatekeeper Chase
9.00am until 1.00pm. Tables at £10 in advance.
Admission 30p. Light refreshments available.
Bookings to Lesley 379796 or Kay 230430,

April 11th - All Saints Church, Hempstead, Spring
Tea Party, 3.00 - 5.00pm Come and celebrate this
beautiful season of bloom. Spring bonnet/hat
competition, contact Jean Bird on 234149 for
tickets Adults £3.00, children £1.50

April 11th—Medway Towns Footpaths Group
Walk meet John Trebill, 01634 244045, 10.00am
at Penshurst Church 6 miles some hills, no dogs.

April 15th - Fishing Teaching, Capstone Farm
Country Park 9.00am - 12noon. Suitable for

children aged 8§ — 12 years, Book in advance
01634 338191, £8 per child.

April 16- Wigmore Community and Residents
Association- AGM, 7.30 pm. at Wigmore Library.
Non-members wishing entry can join on the night.

@rchard Windews (Ken Ltd
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches
Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs

Diabetic foot care.
Ingrown & thickened toenails.

For a home appointment call

i Lynda on 01634 235298 7

6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757 01634 263539
Treat Your Feet! EENL i
Qualified Foot Health Practitioner Solicitors
e R 10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Verrucae. Fungal infection treatment. Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

HOME HELPS

Hoovering + Dusting * Laundry/ Ironing
Shopping * Meals * 1 off Blitz/Spring clean
FULLY INSURED AND REFRENCED STAFF IN YOUR HOME
HOUSEMARTINS

OF Med Small i Ci ity Care ward
123 High Street, Rainham, Kent. MEB 8AN

For all your domestic needs ‘

01634 366528 Office or 07904 038813

Millennium Blinds

® Kent's Premier Blind Company
* Conservatory * House Blinds
* Awnings * Window Vinyl
Medway 230330
Showrooms: 25 High St, Rainham, Kent.

Carpark at rear




Small Ads

Price:  £2.10 per line per month

Box Ads: £26.00 per month

£72.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
SINGER? MAKE YOUR OWN CD

I can supply most backing tracks and help
to get the best out of your voice. All ages
welcome. Contact 01634 230799,

HIDEAWAY LANDSCAPES Garden
design, landscaping & maintenance
service. We tackle jobs big or small:
Patios, Planting, Pruning etc 01634
231693. 105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch.
wwiw.thehideawaynursery.co.uk
MOBILE HAIRDRESSING for the
elderly by Andrea, Shampoos, Sets,
Perms, Men’s Cuts, 01634 261419
Mobile 07919 8§55 248

BOUNCY CASTLES/ CAROUSELS
Insured. Enhanced police disclosure,
Family concern est.1987. 01634 365427,
www.penfoldsamusements.co.uk

ART LESSONS & WORKSHOPS
Rainham and, from March, Chatham.
Newcomers 1% 2 lessons half price!
For info call Sandra 01634 309822
www.saa.co.uk/art/sandralmartin

LOWER HALSTOW MEMORIAL
Hall for hire. Available most Saturdays &
Sundays. Special rates for regular
bookings & recognised organizations.
Contact Jill on 01795 844054

LADY DECORATOR. Neat & tidy.
Call Margaret 01634 233270

TONE’S REMOVALS & Deliveries
Moving your goods safely & securely.
01634 312192/07832 194 575

WHISKERS LODGE CATTERY
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street, Bredhurst.
A mmph.h.l) new cattery boarding cats
only. FAB accredited care provided.
Vu.wmp welcomed. Contact Nichola,
01634 235032, Email
info@whiskerslodge.com

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.
No job too small. Over 30 years’
experience. 07712 760 147

“THE RIGHT HANDYMAN"
Small jobs — dripping taps — electric

sockets & much more. Call Margaret
on 01634 233270

BEGINNERS MEDITATION Course
starts soon. For relaxation & stress / pain
relief. 01795 843354,
www.gaia-angelicus.co.uk

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202

APPLIANCE REPAIRS. Washing
machines, Tumble dryers, Dishwashers,
Ovens, Friendly professional service with
very low cost repairs, free call out &
advice. Please call 07791 478 692

or 01634 387251

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying leak
tel 234149,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.

General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Also Plumbing, Fencing, Odd Jobs.
Wooden gates s made to your design.
DA Price (Medway) Est 1984

01795 842644 Mobile 07860 733980

General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Also Plumbing, Fencing, Odd Jobs.
Wooden gates made to your design.
DA Price (Medway) Est 1984

01795 842644 Mobile 07860 733980

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

ALL SCRAP METAL WANTED
including cars with log book. Also
rubbish clearances undertaken.

Ring Debbie on 07836 585911.

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD, We also want old cine
projectors & films, 01634 230799,

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, W.ill:. Garages, No |0h too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388, Mob 07743 128240

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, [ come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.
CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofis/extensions. (J](ﬂ-l 230821
or 07950 802370,

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly
housebound. Dentures made and repaired.
Free of charge for people receiving
guaranteed pension credit.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by an
established quality Rainham
Laboratory. Tel: Mardale 263766
BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds gualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gar ‘dens

Cle: m:d Sheds Repe aired and Refelted,
all types Fencing. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

BUILDER & DECORATOR
Any job considered. Roger Clay.
Iu]:,phom 01634 361596

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634
235799,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
Just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 328537,

MASSAGE / BEAUTY THERAPIES
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call
Jan 01634 377522 / 07930 378834,

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
fessons. 14 years’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons 01634 365453

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I lam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers
(3-11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study
& Prayers Tues 7.45pm. Tots'n’All
(pre school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (6-9 yrs) 6.15. Fri Club
Extra (9+ yrs) 7.30 Visitors welcome.
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187.

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired,
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387,

GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service. 01634 378763,

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 200 litre Grower Bales of
Peat £10.50. Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2V 10 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574,
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RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing,
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or 079234
76573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842007 or 07811 606988

M&R GARDEN SERVICES
01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733,

M S P PLUMBING & HEATING
SERVICES. Boilers Change & Service,
Fires, Cookers. Bathrooms, Kitchens &
Tiling. No job too small. 01634 309765
07977 490748.

DEMENTIA RESPITE CENTRE
Hempstead Home gives carers a break by
providing either day care for all or part of
the day, short stay beds or a carer in the
pal:un s home. For more details see
www.hempsteadhome.co.uk or call 01634
365345.

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

MAN & VAN at competitive rates,
David 01634 365427

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217

TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing

repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

079580 72928

BURROWS DOWN Holiday Home for
rabbits & guinea pigs. 01634 329297
STMATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
Kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 374734 Mon, Wed, Thurs
& Fri 4.30 to 6.30pm only.

YOGA CLASSES. MORNING (Tw/
We/Fr) &Eve (Tu/'We). Friendly classes
to improve health & wellbeing. Call Evi
01634 317463 /07742 943781

THE DOOR DOCTOR. UPVC
] list. Handles, hinges & locks
replaced / upgraded. 24 ‘hour emergency
door opening. 01634 263539

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
waiking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 9460635
www.snowwitchbirmans.co.uk

ACORN TILES: Kitchen, Bathroom,
Floors & Walls. No job too small. Call
Craig on 01634 575017 /07981 237823.

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,

Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close. Sunday — 10.15am
Other meetings in homes.

Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031,

C & JCLEARANCE

House, Garage, Loft, Shed. Rubbish
cleared. No job too small. Fast friendly
service. KCC Registered. 01634 261749
Mobile 078127 34570/ 07970 759404

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
All Roofing & Roofing Repairs
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Roof Windows/Skylights
Extensions & Renovations
Loft & Garage Conversions
Loft Access & Insulation

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ystems RAINHAM

ALLWAYS

TILING SERVICES
Wall & Floor Tiling,
Re-Grouting
no job too small,
fnend[x & reliable service.
ully Insured

01634 377599

07877 428686
Also Kitchens Fitted

CRAFT & PRODUCE
MARKET

Saturday 20th March
9.00am—12.30pm

Millennium Centre
Rainham
Proceeds to St Margaret's
Church

FREE Entry to the public
Future Dates 17th April, 15th May

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPV(C/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

LADY
DECORATOR
Karen
Spooner ? il

Apprenticeship served eJ M

Fully qualified with %"

20 years ' experience

All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices

No job too small — Special rates for OAPs

Tel: 01631 233815

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

Maths
Literacy
Reasoning

Effective tuition for children working

towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent

Ih(){l'? S 18 882

WWW., nunlmnlml pncentre.co.uk




JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We have a constantly changing stock of
Second-hand Books, including children’s books,
DVD's, Videos and Vinyl Records at really
excellent prices
We now also have a selection of Brand
New Local History Books
Browsers always welcome. All profits go to support St
Margaret's Church Heritage Fund

CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

Donations of books always welcome in the shop
MEDWA Y374028 between 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s o Est. 1971
Plumbing & ?
Hcating Chris Hallert

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS. NEW ROOFS

forts ssimses eorone 01 6 34 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

GIFTS & GLAMOUR

37 Rainham Shopping Centre
01634 360060

Exciting new ranges and brands for
Mother’s Day. Browsers Welcome.
Small deposit secures any item.

|/1'i>] CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind
B Manufacturers Ltd

1
Free Quotation and |
Fitting Service
Visit our |
Showroom Behind ‘ ctanalian,
|

Made to
Measure Curtains

Verticals

Rollers
Roman Blinds

Wyevale Garden Conservatory

Tracks and Poles
G Centre, Hempstead |

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

M | 01834 817807 | o 07515 630545 or 01795 844336
JIn time of need ...
JOHN WEIR
Funeral Dinectors SALTY

A private family owned and run business
* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

- 01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent ME8 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW

« Private Chapels of Rest i

* Horse Drawn Hearse available




