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The Apps Family c.1895. From the late 1800s to the carly 1900s they lived at Daisy Cottage on the Lower
Rainham Road, almost opposite Berengrave Lane. It was built for them to rent by Lord Harris the owner of
the nearby brickfield where Thomas Apps was employed. The picture shows Thomas and Mary Ann Apps in
the centre with their eldest son Robert. In the back row are Florence, Emma, George, Lucy, Frank. Ada and
Minnie and in front Roland, Mark and Silas. The 1881 census also lists daughters Martha and Eva Emily and
the 1891 includes Norah. Probably a not unusually large family in those days which just shows how in a
hundred years our perceptions have changed.

Robert J. Kithey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

I rather like the new word I have been hearing recently
to describe a holiday spent at home ‘staycation’. It
neatly sums up an alternative to vacation and begins to
make the mundane sound quite an adventure. 1 have
read of families camping in their back garden, all the
fun of cooking, eating and sleeping out of doors but
cood bathroom facilities guaranteed and no danger of
being flooded out - you can always retreat if the
weather becomes too dreadful. Plus you get to see all
those places near to home that you have never quite
got around to visiting. Kent is a fantastic county
providing numerous opportunities for great days out
some at typically tourist orientated prices but many
others virtually for free and if you have not spent
money on accommodation one or two expensive trips
should not break the bank. We are fortunate to have
several Country Parks well within reach, at least five
within walking distance if you are having a day out,
Riverside, Capstone Farm, Berengrave Nature
Reserve, Darland Banks and Queendown Warren.
Take a picnic and a good book and the children will
soon find ways to occupy themselves, as long as you
do not mind a few scraped knees and muddy clothes.
Kite flying always proves popular. We never had
much success with our home made efforts but it
occupies a good chunk of the day trying! Alternatively
dig out the bikes and try a cycle route. The one along
the Saxon Shore Way through Lower Rainham and
Riverside to the Strand is a very easy start, nice and
flat and well away from any traffic. Use a little
imagination and make the outings into adventures and
you may be able to prise even the most reluctant ones,
who are normally glued to their computer games,
outside for some fresh air and fun.

We include several items this month for your
enjoyment: a Dolls House Exhibition, a Summer
Concert. a Coffee Morning and for the more
adventurous Ghost Tours and Paranormal events at
Fort Amherst. These together with a wide selection of
guided walks offered by Medway Footpaths Club and
Medway Ramblers, provide you with plenty of choice
for your entertainment,

Whatever you are doing, vacating abroad or in Britain
or staycating in Medway, let us hope for the Barbecue
Summer we were promised so we can all enjoy long
warm days filled with sunshine, have a very good
month we will see you again in September,

Correspondence

GIBRALTAR FARM
Dear Editor,

We were very interested in the photograph of
Gibraltar Farm in the April issue of Action Forum. We
have lived here for 24 years.

The house was once two cottages and part of one of
had been damaged by "Big Bertha" a large gun
situated on the dummy aerodrome that is now Elm
Court garden centre. The damaged part was
demolished while the remaining part and the other
cottage were made into one house. The cottages had
been built of attractive flint and brick but these had
been coated in a substance at some time in the past
that has proved impossible to remove.

Some years ago [ saw a man taking photographs of
the house and farm which he said had been his home
for the first 26 years of his life. He was Ivan Chambers
and was with his sister-in-law Kathy who was on
holiday from New Zealand. We invited them and
Ivan's wife Peggy to come to tea and they came with
some lovely photo's of their young lives on the farm
where Ivan's father was bailiff. They and Ivan's
brother Richard were so generous with their photo's
and we were delighted to have them. Sadly Ivan died
soon after but Kathy and I still keep in touch.

Not long after Ivan died another man, a Canadian
named David Murray, was taking photos over the gate
and it turned out that his ancestors. the Wyles family,
had once owned this farm, Darland Farm and
Bredhurst Mill besides some other properties. We
keep in touch as well and [ was so pleased to tell him
that | had found him a living relative besides some
information and old photos of Bredhurst mill plus
some of the photographs that Ivan had given and he
sent a snap of his ancestors with lots of details of what
had happened to the family after they sold up here and
emigrated to Canada. The Wyles family were very big
land and property owners in this area, in fact his uncle
(or great-uncle) who was a builder had Wyles Street in
Gillingham named after him.

A few years after David's visit Laurel Beechey. a
cousin of David's, called to try and trace her ancestry.
Neither of the cousins knew that the other had been on
the same trail.

In November 1959 there was a terrible fire which
destroyed a great many buildings close to the house. I
tried to get a copy of the report of this for the
Canadians but the records were destroyed in a flood at
the local newspaper offices and the council archives
copy would not print out.

During some alterations we discovered a partial
skeleton of a cat in the fireplace and a little further
into the room part of the skull of a foal. These of
course were superstitious beliefs that the cat would
keep evil spirits from entering the house via the
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chimney and, I believe, the horse was thought to bring
good fortune to the inhabitant. It is a pity that the flints
are now covered and that the thatched sheds have
disappeared but though thatch might look pretty it is
not practical in modernfarming. It was so interesting
while doing so many repairs and alterations to wonder
about the people who had trodden the brick floors and
worn them so well down in the doorways. What had
their lives been like for it must have been quite a
remote place in times past.
Yours sincerely
Mr & Mrs Wills
Gibraltar Farm, Ham Lane
Gillingham, Kent ME731]

CHATHAM GRAMMAR ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
REUNION LUNCH
Dear Editor,

Our annual reunion lunch will be held this year on
Saturday 12th September in the School Hall. The Old
Girls (and Boys) gather at 12..30pm to sit down for
1.00pm and enjoy a 2 course buffet style lunch
(including wine with the meal). Our speaker this year
is former pupil, Venu Dhupa, who has a very
interesting career in the Theatre and the Arts. Tickets
are £20 for non-members and include entry to a free
raftle: they can be obtained by sending a cheque for
£20 payable to "Chatham Grammar Association" to
the Treasurer at 37 Homefield Drive, Rainham, MES
8RS. We need to know the return address for the
tickets and details of any special dietary requirements.

Yours sincerely
Wendy Draper
Treasurer CGA

LEARNING SMOCKING
Dear Editor,

[ have recently been teaching myself the ancient art
of smocking, while I have been looking at DVD's and
many books there is no substitute for talking to others
who have 'smocked' and know all the wrinkles! [ have
made 3 children's dresses and a nightie. [ wondered if
any of Rainhams more mature ladies would be willing
to share their knowledge with one who would like to
learn from someone with experience?

[ would be so grateful for any help and
encouragement. Thank you.

Chris King
12, Nursery Road,
01634 233402

s
abllity/Qutlet
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
part exchange, deliver, train, fix.

Mobhility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more
7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG
Tel 01634 375537

REPAIR OF ST MARGARET'S CHURCH,
RAINHAM
Dear Editor,

The work on the Church Roof is progressing well
behind the shroud of scatfolding and sheeting.
Progress notes and photographs are being posted on
the church website www.rainhamchurch.co.uk under
‘restoration progress’ enabling readers to keep up to
date and see what is going on behind the screen.

Many thanks again to everyone who has made this
possible, and please support what we hope will be our
last leaflet appeal, which is going out over the next
few weeks. We still need some more money so that
the essential repairs to the tower can follow on.

Yours sincerely

Tony Andrews
Chairman of the Heritage
Fund Raising Committee

HARVEST TEAS
Dear Editor,

Again, this year, the partners of The Lions Club of
Gillingham are providing Harvest Teas for Senior
Citizens of Rainham district on Sundays 27th
September and 18th October.

We would particularly like to invite elderly people
who cither live alone or who do not have the
opportunity to get out very often. Please encourage
family, friends and neighbours to apply for a free
invitation by writing to Mrs Brenda Woodrow, Flat 1,
Macklands House, Station Road, Rainham MES
7QX, or telephoning Brenda on 01634 379062 or Mrs
Yvonne lles on 01634 373840.

If transport is required to and from the venue, The
Millennium Centre, Rainham, this can be arranged.
Arrival time is 3.30pm and finishing at approximately
6 o’clock. We look forward to seeing you there.

Yours sincerely
Beryl Brenton
(on behalf of The Lions™ partners)

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
*Conservatories — designed and built
*Upgrades to existing roofs
eNew energy rated “A” uPVC windows & doors
sMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369
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Diary 2009

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
affiethenet.uk.net or

5, Meresborough Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent MES

Diary Copy Date: 18th August

August [st - Friends of St. Margaret's Church, Garden
Party at 37 Edwin Rd, 12 noon - 5pm. Entrance £4
includes a salad meal and dessert. Raffle, '‘Bring &
Buy', craft stalls etc.

August 2nd — Medway Ramblers Walk, Mike Patrick
10.00am, 7 miles. GR: TQ799629, Bredhurst MER
OLU. Meet and park at the commuter car park just
north of Bredhurst. Walk along lanes and paths to
Queensdown Warren via Yelsted. Bring picnic
lunch. Pub at end.

August 2nd — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
5 miles, no dogs, meet Pearl Stevens 07724602929,
10.00am, Hucking eastern end Church Road.

August 2nd - Sunday Service at the Centre, Farthing
Corner, with Spiritual Medium, Andrew Minter.
From 6.30pm, entrance £1.00, phone 01634 366944,

August 3rd & 4th - Survival Challenge, Capstone
Farm Country Park for children aged 7 plus, one
accompanying adult per child unless pre-arranged.
Book in advance on 01634 338191 £20 per person
(includes breakfast)

August 4th — Every Tuesday at the Centre, Farthing
Corner. Free Healing, Reikii or Spiritual, is
available from 7.30-9.00 pm. For more information
call Alan 01634 362121.

August 4th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
4.5 miles, no dogs, meet Stephen Manning 01634
375821, 6.30pm, Strood Cinema, Chariot Way.

August 4th — Monster and Critter Masks, Riverside
Country Park 10.00am — 12noon and 2.00 — 4.00pm.
For accompanied children aged 5 to 12 years. Book
in advance, £1 per child, ring 337432.

August 5th- Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane. Competition
Night, all welcome, ring 231972 for details.

August 6th - Fishing Teaching, Capstone Farm

Country Park, 9.00am — 12noon. Learn the basics
of coarse fishing. Suitable for children aged 8 to
12 years. Book in advance, £8 per child, 338191,

August 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk. Geoft
Ettridge 07526161766. 11.00am, 4 miles. GR:
TQ953739 Minster-on-Sea. ME12 2NJ. Park and
meet in sea front car park at bottom of Seaside
Avenue, Minster-on-Sea, Sheerness. The walk is
largely on a concrete surface with a short part over
‘compressed' shingle. Pub stop mid-way. Route is
suitable for pushchairs, but toddlers will need to be
closely supervised as there arc drops into the sea.

August 7th — Ghost Tours. Fort Amherst, Dock
Road, Chatham, 8.00, 8.30 & 9.00pm. Tickets £10
(no under 8's). For more information
www.fortamherst.com or 01634 847747,

August 7th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday
9.30am — [2noon to help people who have lost
their spouse or a close relative, join us for a cuppa
and chat, ring Julie on 01634 364309 for details.

August 7th - Evening of Clairvoyance with Diane
Hubert at The Centre, Farthing Corner. 7.30pm,
entrance £5. Phone 01634 366944,

August 8th — Indoor Craft Market, Millennium
Centre, Rainham 9.00am — 12.30pm, ring 016345
371941 for details.

August 8th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, Ballroom, Latin , Sequence
dancing 8.00 — 11.00pm, ring 01634 363738.
August 9th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group
walk, 6 miles, dogs OK, meet Roger Danks 01634
317993, 2.00pm, Selling Station.

August 9th — Ellenor Lions Hospice Open Garden
2.00 — 5.00pm, 267, Lords Wood Lane, Chatham
MES 8JU Admission £2.50, children 50p.

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF

Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~

Sept 22nd, Oct 27th, Dec 1st.
o Gift vouchers s

3 ,\' Find us at www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk ﬂ"i}
} Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

August 9th — Medway Ramblers Walk. Arthur/Jan
Waters. 01634 711734 10.00am 9.75miles. GR:
TQ593523 Shipbourne. TN11 9PF. Meet and park
at Shipbourne Common (Upper Green Road).
Route is via Tinley Lodge Farm, Twelve Acre
Wood, St Julians Farm, Carters Hill and Mote
Farm. Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end (food
available all day).

August 10th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group for those still in employment 7.15 - 9.00pm,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, ring Julie on 01634
364309 for details.

August 11th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,
7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road,
Chatham, Dr J W Reuther ‘The Death and Burials
of the Tudors

August 12th — Treasure Trove Trail, Riverside
Country Park 11.00am 2.00pm. For accompanied
children aged 5 to 12 years. £1 per child, no need to
book, drop in any time.

August 12th — Rainham Poetry Group, 7.30pm, 40
Birling Avenue, all lovers of poetry welcome, ring
01634 260228 for details.

August 12th — Bredhurst W.1. 7.30pm, Village Hall,
Hurstwood Road. Bob Ogley — Kent in the 20th
Century, ring 232617 for details.

August 12th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm,
Upchurch Village Hall. Outing to a members
garden. Ring 01795 425700 or 01622 884657 .

August 14th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group (see 7th Aug).

August 15th — Monthly Indoor Farmers Market,
Millennium Centre, 9.00am 12.30pm. Enquiries
01634 371941.

August]16th —-Medway Ramblers Walk. Geoff
Ettridge 07526161766, 10.00am, 8 miles. GR:
TQ486517. Ide Hill. TN14 6JW. Meet in the front
of St Mary's Church at 1de Hill. Park courteously
near the Green/Church. Pub at end (Ploughmans
lunches available)

August]6th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
4.5 miles, no dogs, meet Gill Smith 01622 710569,
10.00am, Ightham Mote.

August 17th— Medway Spinners, Dyers and Weavers

7.30 — 9.30pm, Balmoral Road Church Hall
{entrance to left of the church), Summer High Tea,
ring 01634 578294 for details.

August 17th- Rainham Evening Women's Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham. Members
Evening, ring 364702 for details.

August 18th — Creative Clay Creatures, Riverside
Country Park 10.00am - 12noon and 2.00 —
4.00pm. For accompanied children aged 5to 12
years. Book in advance, £1 per child, ring 337432.

August 19th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Carolyn
Brenchley Ilustrated talk *The Work of the Abbey
Community Garden’, 8.00pm Bredhurst Village
Hall, ring 01634 233554 for details.

August 20th - Fishing Teaching, Capstone Farm
Country Park, (see 6th Aug).

August 21st— Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group (see 7th Aug).

August 22nd - Coffee Morning and Garden Party in
aid of FROGS (Friends of Gambian Schools) — not
the slippery jumping kind! 10.00am to 12.30pm
(Inside if wet!) 42 The Goldings, MES 0AX (Tel
372508) £2.50 Entrance (includes refreshments)
Bring and Buy — Raffle - FROGS Information —
Gambian goods.

August 22nd - Summer Concert, St. Margaret's
Church, 7.30. in support of the Heritage Fund,
local soprano Elena Anastopoulos accompanied by
Gavin Williams. Programme includes classical and
American standards Donations at the door.

August 22nd- Instep Dancing (see 8th Aug).

August 23rd — Medway Ramblers Walk John Pointer
10.00, 8 miles. GR: TQR98522 Lenham. ME17
2PG Meet in Lenham Village Square. Park in car
park or around square. Bring picnic lunch. Pub at
end.

August 23rd — Medway Towns Footpaths Group
walk, 6 miles, no dogs, meet Graham Starkey
01634 371948, 10 00am, Northward Hill RSPB
car park off Christmas Lane off A228.

August 23rd - Berengrave Walk, 10.00am — 12noon
Berengrave Nature Reserve. Book in advance, £1
per person, 337432,

Continued on Page 11

K.Gillard
Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years

reg. 206985

NO JOB TOO SMALL heating, boilers, lires, gas and UTEEIT(;?‘:EN
FREE ESTIMATES clectrie cookers.,
_ LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Tel: (01634) 263817 01634 234963 / 07799887754 01634 263700

Mobile: 07850 996832

A.C. Domestics

Gas salety checks
Landlord certilicates.
Service, repan and
mstallation of gas central

TURF - BARK - COMPOSTS
AGGREGATES
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
TOPSOIL IN BULK BAGS
{app 1 ton) OR LOOSE
RUBBISH BULK BAGS
— you fill, we collect
IDEAL FOR GARDEN CLEARANCE
LANDSCAPE PROJECTS

AERIALS
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS
+ RECEPTION PROBLEMS?

« NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!
+REPAIRS = EXTRA TV POINTS
« CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
« FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
+ COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582

ENGINEER 07949 588464

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

carL Tox Vision

REPAIRS

Television Repairs & Tune in / Setup

Design & Install i
Home Computer Help

Need software installed”? Virus problems?
Watch and learn at home

MED 360367




] ;A []); CHARTEREDIN COMMONSENSE
R ESTABLISHED OVER 200 YEARS

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham,
Kent MER TEG

lel: 016,
Fax:
£ Mail: adr

WIWW. i

Accounts
Tax

Payroll

.
+  Book-keeping
+  Audit

Associated Services

Craniosacral Therapist
Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including
sneck/ back/ joint pain
sheadaches

sstress & anxiety
Based in Rainham

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 304308 or mob. 07896 468456
email sharon.cresswell@blueyonder.co.uk
(£5 discount off first treatment on production of this ad)

Qualified technidon, References available

D 0 I T4 U horme improvements|handyman

Kitchens ® Bathrooms # Tiling ® Radiators ® Doors ® Sockets
Flooring # Lighting # Blinds ® Shelves ® Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
(\ZT:Ta a1 RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

GREG %

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

Woe handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...

External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:
Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

e e Bookings only...
Airports-Hospitals-Days/Nights out
Nightclubs-Friendly and Reliable

* Gatwick from £55.00 *
g* Heathrow from £75.00 *

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

F »~ LADY DECORATOR
iy Karen Spooner
ACIy Apprenticeship served

oy Fully qualified with 15 years experience

All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices

No job too small — Special rates for OAPs

Tel: 01631 233815 Mobile: 0778 0810 316

Back & Body Health Care.
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S & R.S.I.
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever,
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.
Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology
Bren Barryv—ECBS. BTER. ITEC. IFR.

Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available

6

COFFEE MORNING and Garden Party

In aid of FROGS — not the slippery jumping kind!
22nd August, 10.00am to 12.30pm (Inside if wet!!)
42 The Goldings, MES 0AX (Tel 372508)

£2.50 Entrance (includes refreshments)

Bring and Buy — Raffle - FROGS Information —
Gambian goods.

FROGS (the Friends of Gambian Schools) is a UK

Registered charity. We fund projects in The Gambia,

which directly benefit the community — materials
and labour are sourced locally and projects are
managed by FROGS Members resident in The
Gambia. Last year only 1% of the close on £9.000
raised was expended on administration, that being
the cost of remitting funds to The Gambia. 15
current projects include school building, furniture
and equipment improvement, learning and child
feeding programmes and self sufficiency initiatives,
such as vegetable growing.

A MINIATURE WORLD

An exhibition of dolls’ houses

29th & 30th August

St Margaret’s Junior School Hall

Orchard Street, Rainham

Open 10.00am — 4.00pm each day

These are not toys but are collectors” items which
have been made or bought and assembled by
members of Rainham and District Dollshouse and
Miniaturists Group in roomboxes or houses
(including a block of flats) or as stand alone
displays. There will also be some items for sale.
Light refreshments available. Free car parking on
school playground. A display of model aircraft,
lorries and vintage cars plus a model train and road
layout will also be on display. For information
contact Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038 or
swildridee@blueyonder.co.uk

Pampered and Pelished
FACIALS WAXING

MANICURES PEDICURES
EYEBROWS AND LASHES
Gift Veuchers Available
Appeintments
01634 370697 07849 276057
Wigmore based treatment room For
more information call Mandy

FORT AMHERST Dock Road, Chatham
GHOST TOURS
7th August and 4th September
Tours 8.00, 8.30 & 9.00pm
Tickets £10 (no under 8's)
PARANORMAL INVESTIGATIONS
30th August arrive 8-8:30pm
Enter Tunnels 8:30pm, Activities 9pm -3am
Tickets £35, must be pre-booked, over 18's only
For more information
www.fortamherst.com or (01634) 847747,

SUMMER CONCERT
Saturday 22nd August, 7.30pm.

In support of St Margaret's Heritage Fund
Local soprano ELENA ANASTOPOULOS
accompanied by Gavin Williams
Programme includes classical and American
standards
St. Margaret's Church. Donations at the door

BARN DANCE

September 19th, 7. 30 — 10.30pm

Millennium Centre, Rainham (Lower Hall}

£7 per person includes supper, tea, coffee & soft
drinks. Please contact Olwen 01634 263622 to book
(only 70 tickets available) in aid of SDBTT
Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust, offers of
help very welcome.

GRAND AUCTION
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre.

All proceeds to the Church Heritage Fund
Saturday, 25th September.
Auction of donated items at 12.30pm,
viewing from 10.00am.
Donations of items required.
Phone 371941 or 362023

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

18yrs experience
« Full Installation Service = Worktop Jointing
« AllMajor Brands « Competitive Prices

« Large Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient, Friendly, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

e Plumbin it
TR T. &Heating v

DAVID TATTON Fully qualificd engineer
Installation * Maintenance = Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms « All ral plumbing

* Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No, 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved

DECORATING - Internal / External
Established 1988

NEIL MACE
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
Rainham 07792 244315
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JULY

"Kent, Sir - everybody knows Kent - apples, cherries,
hops and women".

"Pickwick Papers". Charles Dickens. 1812 - 1870.

For the purposes of Nature Notes | want to amend
Dickens' above list to "apples, cherries, hops and
cobnuts.” In this month's Notes | write about cherries
and will cover the other three products of the Garden
of England in subsequent Notes.

The scene often associated with rural Kent, and the
one that frequently appears on calendars, is that of
sheep grazing among the blossoms of a traditional
cherry orchard. Two such orchards are at Church
FFarm, Church Lane, Stockbury and Denley Hill Farm,
Seasalter Road, Graveney. But the one [ am writing
about this month is at Park Farm, Lynsted. The latter
village is south of Teynham where Henry VIII's
fruiterer, Richard Harrys, established a cherry orchard
in the 16th century.

Owned by farmer Philip Neaves, the Lynsted orchard
has been designated "Park Farm Community Cherry
Orchard". "Blossom Day" is celebrated there towards
the end of April, when local people picnic in the
orchard amongst the blossom and the lambs. "Cherry
Day" is held in July when the cherries are ripe and at
their best. Finally, every Halloween, the villagers
congregate around a large bonfire in the centre of the
orchard; the children are entertained by a story teller
and play at apple bobbing and other Halloween games.
Last July, Mrs Ennis and [ joined the people of
Lynsted for "Cherry Day". Local families were
picnicking under the trees and listening to the
Sittingbourne Wind Assemble. Whilst the musicians
had a break, the children of Lynsted and Norton
Primary School danced around the maypole.

Cream teas were on sale and visitors could take part
both in cherry tasting and pick their own fruit.

The trees in the orchard are 55 years old and are some
25 - 30 feet in height. Except for those on the lowest
branches, the cherries have to be picked by means of
traditional, tall fruit ladders which, for safety reasons,
have splayed feet. Years ago, the vast majority of
cherry pickers were women. Wives of farm labourers,

gypsies and people from nearby towns flocked to the
Kentish orchards in June and July. Most of the
cherry crop was bought by London wholesalers.
Some farmers would auction the right to outsiders to
pick and sell cherries from their orchards and gipsy
families would usually be among the bidders.
Auctions were held at the Bell Inn at Sittingbourne,
among other places.

The Lynsted orchard has about thirteen different
varieties of sweet cherry, most of which are red,
although some are white. The trees produce fruit
from the end of May to the beginning of August. The
need for successful pollination is the main reason for
having a great diversity of cultivars; traditional
sweet cherries will only produce fruit it pollinated by
a cherry of another variety. For the purposes of
pollination, there are a number of bee hives in the
orchard.

Most old orchards, be they of apple, pear, plum or
cherry, provide a home for a broad range of plants
and animals. The Lynsted orchard has a typical
mixed pattern of trees, open spaces, mature hedges
and permanent grassland grazed by sheep. The
orchard attracts a range of birds. including chaffinch,
goldfinch, mistle thrush, tree creeper. stock dove,
turtle dove and wren. Green and greater spotted
woodpeckers probe decaying tree stumps for
invertebrates. Little owls are well established and
tawny owls have been noted.

At cherry time some birds are not very welcome.
Blackbirds, thrushes, woodpeckers, rooks and
starlings are very fond of cherries and Philip Neaves
(the farmer) maintains that the birds take his entire
crop of Merton Favourite, despite the use of bird
scarers which simulate gun shots. Sutficient to say
that, on ‘Cherry Dav’ itself, the activities of the
local people drove away all birds but overflying
wood pigeons.

As for mammals and insects in the orchard, surveys
have revealed the presence of common shrew. wood
mouse and the rarer yellow - necked mouse. These
small rodents probably remain under cover in the
hedgerows during the day and forage out in the
orchard at night. Rabbits are abundant. Pipistrelle
bats hunt flying insects in the gaps between the trees

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

| 01634 374502 L |
07923 618033 L=

G E DRIVING
SCHOOL OF MOTORING

Ged East D.S.A. A.D.I

42 Sunningdale Drive
Rainham
Kent ME8 9EQ

GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

STEP-UP
LOFT LADDERS

Choice of models to suit your needs
Also new loft hatches, loft flooring
& lighting fitted if required
STAIRLIFTS
straight & curved
www.stepuploftladders.co.uk
For a free quote please ring
01795 554042 or 07870 559172

A family-run firm, a more personal service
* Cleaning, laundry & ironing « Shopping /
accompany you shopping or to
appointments = Preseription amd pension
collection, dening service available for
those chow regular Home Help service
All staff experienced, insured & fully vetted]

= {One- off or regular.
Home Help £10.50 per hr, gardening £11.504
Call Christine or Nick
HELP Medway
01634 233537

on warm summer evenings. Common field
grasshoppers can be heard chirping in the orchard and
stag beetle larvae are abundant in the fallen logs and
dead wood.
As [ always do whenever [ visit the countryside, |
took my binoculars with me to Lynsted. On this
occasion they remained unused. [ was quite content to
do little more than sit in my folding chair, listen to the
music, watch the maypole dancing and enjoy a cream
tea - all in the shade of a spreading cherry tree.

Joe Ennis

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

ST MATTHEWS COMMUNITY CONCERTS

We will be presenting six concerts during our next
series and we do hope that you will find something to
suit your taste!

19th September 2009 — “The Best of British™ — “Old
Time Music Hall” and “Last Night of the Proms”
with Mantissa Opera and Sittingbourne Orpheus
Choral Society — Wave Your Flags Down at the Old
Bull and Bush;

10th October 2009 — Voskreseniye Ensemble — A
choral evening of unaccompanied Russian Folk and
Scared Music performed by an octet from St
Petersburg conservatoire;

21st November 2009 — Kasai Masai — Traditional
sound from the remote equatorial villages of Africa
(Kasai — The River: Masai — The Tribe)

20th March 2010 — The National Saxophone Choir of
Great Britain — A welcome return to 20 sax’s in
concert — not to be missed - book carly.

24th April 2010 ~ The Snowdown Colliery Male
Voice Choir — One of Kent's leading male voice
ensembles perform a variety of popular works.

29th May 2010 — Rachel Bennet (Piano) and Andrew
Thomas (Flute) are the Bechstein Duo — well known
modern and classical pieces performed by these
talented conservatoire trained musicians.

Each concert starts at 7.30pm and tickets are
available from me (£7.00 each). Please phone 01634
372508, e-mail mattsconcertsihotmail.co.uk or drop
me a line at 42 The Goldings, MES 0AX.

Our last series was a great success — we do hope to
see you again!

Paul Warren
01634 372508

DO YOU HAVE PRIDE IN YOUR
COMMUNITY?

Medway Lions Club needs your help!

Since 1967 Medway Lions Club has engaged with
the Medway community providing a service to
improve the quality of life for many. Over that
period the Club with the support of the public has
raised something in the region of £1m, the majority
of which has been spent in the Medway Towns in
support of local organisations; youth groups senior
citizens parties; individual cases of hardship: and
our special appeal to provide treats for Children
With Life Threatening Illnesses We also support
our international community by working actively to
help conqueror blindness, provide youth
opportunities, humanitarian aid to the children of
Gomel through our shoebox appeal, respond to
disasters and so much more. But after 42 years the
Club may have to close unless new members can be
found which would have a devastating impact on
the Medway Towns.

Could you become part of the pride and become
more aware of the needs of your community and
have the opportunity to make a difference? Having
a hands on role creates fun and fellowship which
really encapsulates the spirit of being a Lion. We
also have a regular social programme.

Medway Lions Club is part of Lions Clubs
International, the world’s largest service club
organisation. It is recognised worldwide for its
services to the blind and visually impaired. We also
provided to support for young people by
recognising their efforts and providing them with
opportunities to learn, achieve and grow. Every
pound raised by Lions goes directly to charity.
Being a Lion empowers you to help others in a way
that you couldn’t do on your own.

If you are interested in finding out more about
Medway Lions please either telephone us on 0845
833 9517, email us via our contacts page (http://
medwavlions105se.org) or come along to a
meeting. We meet at 8.00 p.m. on the 2nd
Wednesday and 4th Monday (Tuesday if following
a Bank Holiday) at the St. George Hotel, 7 - 8 New
Road. Chatham. Kent ME4 6BB. Come along,
meet us, and find out what we do. A warm
welcome awaits you.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT

+ CHIPPING

+ STUMP GRINDING

+ PLANTING LlNDSA

+ MULCH

+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY

TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER ]
For all your Plumbing Services (L/
“L':;' No HELP is on its way
! UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES

POWER FLUSHING
" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

e

Munn Academy of Dance
=2, Pupils from age 2yrs to professional - » p

A Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
! Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuitian

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner I.D.T A,

Medway 234168

<Al

Security Installation
and Maintenance

= Access Control

= Automated Gates/Barriers

* CCTV, Fire & Intruder Alarms

Total Security Services
t 01634 387 762 m 0791 541 5535

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 378885 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

D./ Builders &
Decorators

EXTENSIONS + GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383
86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MES8 7NJ

CLEANING
OF DRIVES & PATIOS
Sealing & Repairs
We Do The Dirty Work For
You...And Bring It Back Like
New
McCourts
01634 375569
0800 298 7338
www.mccourtskent.co.uk
51 Wigmore Road, Wigmore,
Gillingham

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVLERSIONS

GENLERAL COMMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds /
TOPQU ALY AT COMPETTIN G
RATES

Institute ol Carpenters

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE
BOILERCARE

* Member of Gas Safety Register
= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Jigsaw Driving Schoo L)

friendly, patient and reliable tuition

Gift Vouchers Available

For mere information or to apply enline
www. jigsawdrivingschool.co.uk
01634 378018

or text 07812695921

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A gqualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations
Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MES 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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Diary 2009

August 25th — Mini Beast Hunt, Riverside Country
Park 10.00am — 12noon. For accompanied children
aged 5 to 12 years. Book in advance, £1 per child,
ring 337432,

August 26th — Rainham Poetry Group, 5.45 —
8.15pm, Sunlight Centre, Richmond Road,
Gillingham, all lovers of poetry welcome, ring
01634 260228 for details.

August 27th - Fishing Teaching, Capstone Farm
Country Park, (see 6th Aug).

August 27th - Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, The Howard Memorial
Hall, Woodside, Wigmore, contact 01634 312038
for details.

August 28th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group (see 7th Aug).

August 29th & 30th - A Miniature World, An
exhibition of dolls” houses, St Margaret’s Junior
School Hall, Orchard Street, Rainham. Open
10.00am — 4.00pm each day For information
contact Sylvia Wildridge 01634 312038 or
swildridge(@blueyonder.co.uk

August 30th — Paranormal Investigations, Fort
Ambherst, Dock Road, Chatham. Arrive 8-8:30pm
Enter Tunnels 8:30pm. Activities start 9pm finish
Jam. Tickets £35, must be pre-booked, over 18's
only. For more information www.fortamherst.com
or (01634 847747,

August 30th -Medway Ramblers Walk Mike Patrick.
10.00am, 6.5miles. GR: TQ837582 Hucking. ME17
1QS. Meet and park at Hook and Hatchet Inn (far
car park). Bring picnic lunch. Pub at end.

August 30th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group
walk, 7 miles, no dogs, meet Stephen Manning
01634 375821, 10.00am, The Harvel Hike car park
Trosley Country Park car park charge.

September 1st — Teddy Bears’ Picnic, Riverside
Country Park, 11.00am — 2.00pm. For
accompanied children aged 3 — 7 years. Bring
your picnic and teddy bear. Book in advance,
£2.50 per child, 01634 337432,

September Ist — GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 -
9.00pm United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham. *Ask the Experts’, ring 01634
234734 for details.

September 2nd — Teddy Bears™ Picnic, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 11.00am — 2.00pm. For
accompanied children aged 3 — 7 years. Bring
your picnic and teddy bear. Book in advance,
£2.50 per child, 01634 338191.

September 2nd - Rainham Horticultural Society,
7.30pm, Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane,
Carving Walking Sticks, all welcome, ring
231972 for details.

September 3rd — Wigmore Thursday Club, Revd
Chris Butt talks about his sabbatical, 2.00pm, St
Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. For people over the age of 50, ring
235507 for details.

September 4th — Ghost Tours, Fort Amherst (see
Tth Aug).

September 4th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group (see 7th Aug).

September 5th —Bredhurst Art, Craft and Produce
Show, Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood Road.
Schedules from Mrs W Keast - 01634 230325 or
Mrs ] Lewin 01634 364703, Staging will be
from 9.00 - 11.00 am. Exhibit Entrance: Adults
- 30p per item, Children 10p per item. All very
welcome Doors open to the public at 2.30pm.
Adults 50p, Children 10p, Exhibitors free. There
will be a produce sales stall and any exhibits
remaining after the show will be auctioned.

Continued on Page 13

[I'ho Modern Building CompanJ

AlPLASTERING work undertaken

g Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.

Boiler-Tech Services

Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs — LPG and Oil
Al work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP
CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

Professional Reliable Service
01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.

189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore.
DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY
TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!

CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
(over 30 years' experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mabile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

5k 1“.. Terracotta and Mos: lies

I : L

k - Hpct lﬂ]l‘-\-"\ in Walls, Floors J|JL T
[

|

= Supplied and Fixed - ___l
|: or labour only ! !

e
01634 235714

ZANVINIITg
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

James Zammit

Your Local Reliable Contractor Fﬂir 'I'I‘Illler
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Whitewater
PLUMBING SOLUTIONS
All plumbing and tiling work undertaken
No job too small
Seven days a week
07841 518000 or 01634 374035

No call out charge
Fully qualified installers

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS
Domestic Installer

o ‘wfwae G,ua&tg; (’mmtj-

?. Removal of Qld Timber ¥ Y
] " Maintenance Free Exteriors @ i
[ Full Ventilatior Bird Guard

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MEZ OLJ

Bredhurst Bodyshop
Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

01634 264753

LINWOD

mpiiiaedl Panasonic
Est. 1982 ]

wwvlinwoodhe com

Plasma, LCD, DVD & Home Cinema

Sales, Service, Set Up & Accessories
01634 230261. 70 Station Road, Rainham.

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

J W DECORATORS g
All aspects of decorating and small T‘
building works undertaken including Block

Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years

Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

J.B.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience - Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobile: 07779987633

M & D DECKING
DECKING AND GARDENING SERVICES

Prompt and reliable service offered
Paths, weeding, hedee irimming

e, dving & clearing.
Rainham based, ring me for a free guote.

Cieneral fidyir
Mick Eardley ... 01634 264266

Diary 2009

September 5th —Upchurch Horticultural Society
September Show in the village hall.

September 5th - Rainham Horticultural Society,
Summer Show, Millennium Centre, ring 231972 .

September 5th - Evening of Trance with Robin
Hodson at The Centre, Farthing Corner. 7.30pm -
approx 9.30pm, cost £5. Please book early by
calling the centre. 01634 366944

September 6th — Bird Walk, Riverside Country Park,
8.00 — 10.00am. Book in advance £1 per person
01634 337432,

September 6th — Medway Ramblers Walk Marian
Gilham. 10.00am, 7.5miles. GR: TQ922648
Sittingbourne. ME10 3NL. Meet near the Central
Park Stadium in Sittingbourne. Bring picnic lunch.

September 8th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,

Mrs Pauline Dewick ‘A fortune in your attic” (see
11th Aug).

September 8th — Fairview Frogs, Toddler Group,
10.00 - 11.30am each Tuesday in term time,
Fairview Community School, details from 338710.

September 9th — Tiny Tots, Riverside Country Park
10.00am — 2.00pm. Arts and cratts for younger

children suitable for accompanied children aged 2 to

5 years. Drop in any time £1 per child.
September 9th — Rainham Flower Club,
Demonstration by Jane Edmonds. (see 12th Aug).

@rchard Windews (Ken) Lt
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PV'Cu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches
Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

September 9th — Bredhurst W.1. Mrs Anita Jones —
Handkerchiefs a Brief History, (see 12th Aug).
September 9th — Rainham Poetry Group (12th Aug).

September 10th — Fairview Tadpoles Parent and
Baby Group, 1.15 — 2.45pm every Thursday term
time only, Fairview Community School, ring
01634 338710 for details.

September 10th — Wigmore Thursday Club,
Waterwise by Southern Water — Kate Baker.

September | 1th - RAMASES North Kent
Egyptology Society, AGM, Newington Village
Hall. Contact Annette Jones
ramasesihotmail.com or see Swale Borough
Council website for details.

September 12th — Chatham Grammar Association
Reunion, 1.00pm lunch, tickets £20 non-members
from 37, Homefield Drive, Rainham MES 8RS

September 12th — Indoor Craft Market, Millennium
Centre, Rainham 9.00am — 12.30pm, ring 016345
371941 for details.

September 12th— GHS Floral Art Group, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham. Autumn Show, ring 01634 234734

September 12th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Village
Show, Bredhurst Village Hall, doors open
2.00pm, ring 01634 233554 for details.

September 19th - Barn Dance 7.30 - 10.30pm.
Millennium Centre, Rainham (Lower Hall) £7 per
person includes supper, tea, coffee & soft drinks.
Please contact Olwen 01634 263622 to book
(only 70 tickets available) in aid of SDBTT
Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust offers of
help very welcome

September 19th — St Matthew’s Concert “The Best
of British” — “Old Time Music Hall” and *Last
Night of the Proms™ with Mantissa Opera and
Sittingbourne Orpheus Choral. 7.30pm tickets are
available £7.00 each from 01634 372508

mattsconcertsezhotmail.co.uk

Treat Your Feeftl

Qualified Foot Health Practitioner

Painful corns & hard skin removed
Verrucae. Fungal infection treatment.
Diabetic: foot care.

Ingrown & thickened toenails

For a home appointment call

Lynda on 01634 235298

fy

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

€y
HOME HELPS

For all your domestic needs ‘
Hoovering * Dusting « Laundry/ Ironing

Shopping * Meals « 1 off Blitz/Spring clean

FULLY INSURED AND REFRENCED STAFF IN YOUR HOME
HOUSE Mm\* TINS

WINNERS OF M Small
123 High Street, Ralnham Kent. MEB 8AN
01634 366528 Office or 07904 038813

Care ward

Millennium Blinds
® Kent's Premier Blind Company

* Conservatory  * House Blinds
* Awnings * Window Vinyl
Medway 230330

Showrooms: 25 High St, Rainham, Kent.

Carpark at rear




Small Ads

Price:  £2.10 per line per month

Box Ads: £26.00 per month

£72.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
BRIDGE LESSONS: BEGINNERS,
intermediate or advanced. V exp teacher
but friendly classes in Rochester home
setting. Start date late Sept. Day or
evening. Phone Sally 01634 845722,

AVON CALLING! For latest catalogue
call Kay 0794 168 1244,

OFFSTED Registered Childminder.
Full / PIT places. Term time & holidays.
Drop off & pick up from Hempstead
schools & local nurseries. Georgina
01634 387325/ 07970 787 414

CAR CLEANING 2U

We come 1o you to clean & valet your car
using our onboard water & electricity
supplies. Prices from £6. 0794 1100601

VACANCY: FITTER/ TURNER with
own workshop. Part-time flexible hours,
Must be capable of stripping down small
machines and prepared to do occasional
site visits. For further details please
contact 01634 817113, Email;
ghservicingf@tiscali.co.uk

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER.
Full / Part-time places. Term time &
school holidays. Drop off/ pick up, to /
from School / Clubs. Call Bernie
01634 232680/ 07958 923 856

CLEAN WITH STEAM: CARPETS,
upholstery, 3 picce suites. Flood recovery.
Call Steve 07807 494 167

PJ PLUMBING. ALL ASPECTS

of plumbing work carried out. 24 hour
call out. Call Paul 07913 012 848

TAURUS LOCKS: LOCKSMITH
All locks fitted, repaired & upgraded.
24 hour emergency door opening. OAP
discounts. All work carried out by UK
Locksmiths Association member. Tel
Brian 07775 423 744 Email:
brianburr@tauruslocks.co.uk

Crystal Jewellery Workshops:
relax, design and make your own
unique pieces. Sun 9/8, 27/9: Weds
12/8(children) , 26/8, 16/9 01795
843354 www gaia-angelicus.co.uk
Professional WEDDING VIDEOS.
Any special event. For costs and samples
www.weddingprovideo.co.uk.

WHISKERS LODGE CATTERY

1 Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst. A completely new cattery
boarding cats only. FAB accredited care
provided. Viewings welcomed. Contact
Nichola Hood, 01634 235032, Email
infofa whiskerslodge.com
SECRETARIAL SERVICES FOR
businesses including invoicing,
quotations, letters & some book-keeping.
Telephone Jenny 07891 115 352,

DRESSMAKING & ALTERATION
service. Bridal, evening & special
occasion dresses. Skirts & trousers
shortened & altered, zips replaced, ete.
Call Frenoc on 07927 185547.

NEW LOCAL ART WORKSHOPS
and kids August workshops. Contact
Sandra 01634 309822

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Digging, pruning & garden maintenance.
Hanging baskets & patio pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating,

No job too small. Over 30 years’
experience. 07712 760 147

“THE RIGHT HANDYMAN”
Small jobs — dripping taps — electric
sockets & much more. Call Margaret
on 01634 233270

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202

APPLIANCE REPAIRS, Washing
machines, Tumble dryers, Dishwashers,
Ovens. Friendly professional service with
very low cost repairs, free call out &
advice. Please call 07791 478 692

or 01634 387251

bf BUILDING SURVEYORS
Properties inspected & reports
compiled. Extension drawings. General
property advice given. Competitive
rates from a professional practice. Call
01634 387118,

NEED A PLUMBER?

For that small job or annoying leak

tel 234149,

NON SURGICAL FACE LIFTING.
Waxing, facials, electrolysis, massage,
body treatments, manicure, pedicure,
spray tanning, ear piercing etc. Also
reflexology. Estab. 10 yrs. Wigmore
based. For more details call Sally on
01634 375999 or 07957 242268.
SIMON’S PLUMBING & HEATING
24 hours. Corgi regd. No VAT

01634 325434 Mob 0788 261 0371

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait ice by an
established quality Rainham
Laboratory. Tel: Mardale 263766
General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Also Plumbing, Fencing, Odd Jobs.
DA Price (Medway) Est 1984

01795 842644 Mabile 07860 733980
KM PLASTERING. Medway Fair
Trader, All aspects of plastering. Contact
Kevin 01634 315552 or 0785 6824 818

ARTISTS & SCULPTORS Wanted
for local Sept Art Festival.
Email sar I 1

chluey co.uk

or call 01634 309822

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193
HOUSE CLEARANCES

Houses cleared & contents disposed of
efficiently. For more information call
07921 636 154 or 01634 351356
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia Avenue
Church, Twydall.

Further details from 01634 302631.

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

ALL SCRAP METAL WANTED
including cars with log book. Also
rubbish clearances undertaken.

Ring Debbie on 07836 585911.

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799,

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates, Phone Les on
01634 264388. Mob 07743 128240
PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, I come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY'. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofts/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly
housebound. Dentures made and repaired.
Free of charge for people receiving
guaranteed pension credit.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 011622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
all types Fencing. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

BUILDER & DECORATOR

Any job considered. Roger Clay.
Telephone 01634 361596

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
Dravid 01634 365427

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
10 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retums,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 328537,

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 14 years” experience.
Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons 01634 365433
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Chureh, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 Tam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3-
11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.45pm. Tots'n’All (pre
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (6-9 yrs) 6.15. Fri Club
Extra (94 yrs) 7.30 Visitors welcome.
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187,
GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service. 01634 378763,
JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 200 litre Grower Bales of Peat
£10.50. Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639,
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL
For children from 2V to 5 years,
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL

Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.

Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.

To book phone 01634 364859,
RALPH'S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.
LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387,
SPARKLES GLITTER PARTIES
Hair, Make-up, creations. Tel 376270

GARDEN TIDY UPS. )

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn

repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds

qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or 079234
TOST3

PRESSED FOR TIME )

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842007 or 07811 606988

M&R GARDEN SERVICES

01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733.
MS P PLUMBING & ||F;\'I'IN(;_
SERVICES. Boilers Change & Service,
Fires, Cookers. Bathrooms, Kitchens &
liling. No job too small. 01634 309765
07977 490748.

DEMENTIA RESPITE CENTRE
Hempstead Home gives carers a break by
providing either day care for all or part of
the day. short stay beds or a carer in the
patient’s home. For more details see
WWW ipsteadhome.co.uk or call 01634

365345,

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

l'el Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a fiee no obligation estimate.
LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217.
TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

079580 72928

C & J CLEARANCE

House, e, Lofi, Shed. Rubbish
cleared. No job too small. Fast friendly
service, KCC Registered. 01634 261749
Maobile 078127 34570 /07970 759404
SCIENCE TUITION: A LEVEL
Chemistry, GCSE Sciences & Special
primary science classes. Fully qualified
teacher CRB checked. For details call
07950 327935

BURROWS DOWN Holiday Home for
rabbits & guinea pigs. 01634 329297
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
Kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 374734 Mon, Wed, Thurs
& Fri 4.30 10 6.30pm only.

MASSAGE / BEAUTY THERAPIES
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call Jan
1634 377522/ 07930 378834,

YOGA CLA MORNING (Tu/
WelFr) &Eve (Tu/We). Friendly classes
1o improve health & wellbeing. Call Evi
01634 317463 /07742 943781
SUNBURST BOOKS, 21 & 23 Station
Road sells donated second hand books in
support of St Margaret’s Church Heritage
fund. Also videos and vinyl records. More
donations always are always welcome at
the shop 9.00 am to 5.00 pm Monday 1o
Saturday.

VOLUNTEER ADMINISTRATOR
needed to assist with monthly craft and
food markets held in aid of St
Margaret’s Church. Primary duty to
keep contact with 100+ potential
stallholders and confirm bookings.
Please contact Tony Andrews 01634
371941,

THE DOOR DOCTOR.

UPVC Specialist. Handles, hinges &
locks replaced / upgraded. 24 hour
emergency door opening. 01634 263539
ACORN TILES: Kitchen, Bathroom,
Floors & Walls. Na job too small. Call
Craig on 01634 575017/ 07981
237823,

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured - Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065

ALLWAYS

TILING SERVICES
Wall & Floor Tiling,
Re-Grouting

no job too small,
fr'[endl\é& reliable service.
ully Insured

01634 377599

07877 428686
Also Kitchens Fitted

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

Maths
L

g

Effective twition for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent

05602 538 882

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk




JOHN STYLES Sunburst Books
FLA T ROOFING 21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham

Selling second hand books in support of

General Roof Repairs St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
Strip & Re-felt Browsers always welcome
All Work & Materials Guarantéed Whether you are looking for a good read,
: . a reference book, an out of print title or just
Free Written Quotation enjoy browsing through a wide variety of
MEDWAY 374028 both very old and recent publications

Sunburst Books is well worth a visit.

Hallett’s e Est 1971  PERTEE)
Plumbing & “j il BB AVE Mo
Heating Chris Hallett :
B(}ﬂcr Scn‘jgfrh]:[zakdu“qilfizi‘ﬁ;ﬁhr(,.)n—m REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOES. NEW ROOFS
47 Lakewood Dri:‘::. Wigmore, Gillingham, I&unr. MES ONS For free estimales telephone 01 634 375069
01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
IS GIFTS & GLAMOUR

Established 1971 37 Rainham Shopping Centre
All Building / Maintenance Work 01634 360060 g
Carpentry & Painting All Shoes Half Price
Roofing & Plumbing From 1st August
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222 While stocks last.
[ '[_j CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind S.B Plastering & Construction Services
N Manufacturers Ltd i . ]
P Frae Quotatlaniand | Merticals }1“.[ aspects of pIa;termg ren(_ierlng. pebble dash.ing‘
Measure Curtains Fitting Service TR skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
RemaniBiinds Visit our T All work Guaranteed.
e Showroom Behind | _Yenetan Over 25 years experience.
Tracks and Poles Wyevale Garden Conservatory
i Centre, Hempstead e Call Scott
et 01634 817807 m:“ 07515 630545 or 01795 844336

JIn time of need ...
JOHN WEIR

Gq : ==
Funenal Dirvectons S ATEY
A private family owned and run business :ﬁ
« 24 hour Personal Service » Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
* Monumental Masons * Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999

130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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