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Westfield Sole Farm near Lidsing probably pictured in the early 1950s. The three gentlemen in the
picture are Harry Gurr (beside the duckpond) who owned Westfield Sole, Gibraltar and Capstone
Farms, plus two butchers shops in Chatham, Ted Farrant leading the horse and Dick Chambers who
worked for Mr Gurr at Gibraltar Farm. See page 3 for more memories of Gibraltar Farm.
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Editorial

1 could not resist using the idyllic farmyard picture of
Westfield Sole Farm on the front cover this month. It
is slightly out of our area as it is at the top of Boxley
Hill but nevertheless receives a mention in the
memories of Gibraltar Farm we include this month.
The scene is so like the typical jigsaw puzzle picture
of a 1950s farmyard it is hard to believe it is real. 1
feel fortunate that I can just remember those days
when farming was one of the main employers in this
area before mechanisation, particularly tractors,
became the norm and hedgerows were grubbed to
allow ever larger and more complex pieces of kit
access to the land. After sixty years the circle has
almost turned and once again the value of poppies and
wild flowers in hay meadows, the use of natural
fertilisers, rotation of crops, and allowing land to lie
fallow every so often is appreciated, driven in not
some small measure by the rapidly rising cost of all
the artificial supplements modern farming demands.
The introduction of a compulsory buffer strip around
each arable field has helped this return to nature. As
intended it allows plants and animals an undisturbed
home and incidentally means walking the footpaths
which border fields is much more pleasurable then
when we were restricted to a three foot wide path
which very quickly either became completely
overgrown or almost impassable when ankle deep in
mud. While the experiments continue we all reap the
benefit and can enjoy the more traditional countryside
of those days gone by. Even so [ do not think we will
ever again find such a beautiful country scene with a
hand crafted hay stack, like the one pictured. next to a
duckpond. Large round bales wrapped in black
polythene do not have the same romantic image I'm
afraid.

My apologies to the Apps family for my complete
misunderstanding of their pictures, one of which we
printed on the front cover last month. The only
member of their family included in this photograph
was Grandma (Mary Ann) Apps who is front centre
next to the gentleman with the shotgun. They would
be very interested to know if you can name any of the
other people. They think possibly the picture was
taken by someone who lived in the house and gathered
all the available workers together to take this
marvellous picture during the cherry harvest. I hope to

be able to include the correct family photo next

month! If the thought of fresh Kentish cherries makes
your mouth water you may like to join the Macmillan
Cancer Support charity picnic in the Vines at
Rochester on Sunday 5th July where fresh picked
cherries trom Upchurch will be on sale. Our pages
contain many more suggestions to occupy your time
this month so do read on and enjoy as many of them as
you are able. Have a very good month and we will be
with you again in August.

Correspondence

RAINHAM PREFABS
Dear Editor
If any readers of Action Forum have photographs of
the post-war prefabs in Wigmore and Rainham we
would love to hear from them. Our exhibition on
Medway prefabs earlier this year proved extremely
popular with local residents and our appeal in local
newspapers led to many members of the public
bringing in their photographs of prefabs in Rochester,
Chatham and Strood. If you were a former resident of
prefabs in Fairview Avenue, Wigmore or Rainham etc
and have photographs that you are happy for us to
copy and add to our collections, then please contact
me at Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre.

Yours sincerely

April Lambourne
01634 332714 or april.lambournef@medway.gov.uk
HEMPSTEAD STONE
Dear Editor,
Thanks for printing my letter about the stone outside
292 Hempstead Road in the June edition of Action
Forum. I have had an interesting reply. It seems the
stone is not a Milestone but a Boundary Marker
marking the boundary between Hempstead and
Lidsing villages (though this boundary has now
changed). The area known as Hempstead belonged to
a man who lived in Highgate in London, (an absentee
farm owner or landlord maybe). There is a traceable
date on the stone reading 1800 or thereabouts. There
seems also to be a tradition associated with the stone
which required a man to go once a year to the stone
with a child then hit the stone three times then hit the
child. This would account for the lean of the stone
perhaps. Should this be a true tradition then the man
required to strike the stone could have been a tiedman
beholden in some way to the absentee owner of
Hempstead. If so I wonder if any of his family still
reside in the area and whether or not they should be
carrying on the tradition. Perhaps some of your
Historical Society readers might find this an
interesting challenge and investigate further with a
resulting story in Action Forum,

Yours sincerely

Ken Middleton.

Ken.Mid(@tiscali.co.uk

GIBRALTAR FARM
Dear Editor

My Sister-in-Law has sent me clippings from the
April and June Action Forums. I was born at Gibraltar
Farm in August 1940, at the height of the enemy

action. I can just remember the mock airfield on top of

what we called the ‘banks”. It was clearly visible from
our kitchen window. I seem to remember my brothers
who were a good 10 years older than me taking me
there to look at the “aircraft’. There were indeed many
bomb craters in the fields of the farm but my mother
and father said that the only action the airfield really
saw was when RAF planes in trouble tried to land. My
father was bailiff to Henry Gurr and Sons who owned
Gibraltar Farm, a farm at Lidsing and one at Westfield
Sole at the top of Boxley Hill, as well as two butcher’s
shops in Chatham High Street. The farm employed
two brothers John (Jack) and Fred Hogg and neither
had spoken to each other for years. The farm was put
under army guard because of the proximity to the gun
site and one morning arriving for work one brother
was challenged by the sentry to prove his identity, “tell
him who I am, Jack™ said Fred — “never seen him
before replied Fred™!

The photo of Gibraltar Farm Dairy (April 2009)
brought back many memories. The buildings were
little altered when we left the farm in 1955. The
thatched building was the dairy where milk was
cooled and put into churns. It was a circular wooden
building with the minimum of equipment, just a
surface cooler and some troughs for washing pails and
churns. The sloping roof behind the horse’s head was
one of two cow sheds, and the chimney stack on the
skyline is Gibraltar Cottages. These were built in 1905
so the photo must post date that time.

I now live in Manchester and have not been back to
Gibraltar Farm since 2001. Most of the buildings and
the surrounding patchwork of ficld are gone.

Yours sincerely
Richard Chambers
richard.chambers(@dsl.pipex.com
BERENGRAVE LANE ORCHARD
Dear Editor,
I have been told that my great grandfather Arthur
Chapman and his family owned a orchard at the
bottom of Berengrave Lane between about 1920 to
1950. I believe it was next to where the Nursery is
now located. Can you tell me if there are any records

abilityf'é.)utle_t
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
part exchange, deliver, train, fix.
Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more |
7 London Road, Rainham. ME8 7RG
Tel 01634 375537 |

held locally, which might tell me a little more about
this site, like it's proper name, and it's size etc, or
even when and where it was purchased and sold?
Kind Regards
Paul Osborn
mugsybaker@hotmail.com
GARDEN PARTY
Dear Editor,
The Friends of St. Margaret's Church are holding a
Garden Party on Saturday, Ist August at 37 Edwin
Road, Rainham from 12 noon to Spm. There will be
craft stalls, a 'Bring & Buy' and a raffle. The entrance
fee of £4 includes a salad meal and a dessert. All
friends and supporters are welcome but please bring a
garden chair if possible. The Annual General Meeting
of the Friends will take place in church on Saturday
18th July at 4pm followed by tea and biscuits.
Yours faithfully,
Kay Jarvis
BREDHURST ART, CRAFT & PRODUCE SHOW
Dear Editor
Bredhurst will be holding its annual Art, Craft and
Produce Show on Saturday, 5th September, at
Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood Road. Open to all
residents in the Village, members of St Peter’s
Church, Bredhurst School and all organisations that
meet in the Village Hall, including husbands, wives,
children and grandchildren. Schedules can be
obtained from Mrs W Keast - 01634 230325 or Mrs [
Lewin - 01634 364703.
Yours sincerely
Jenny Lewin
DISTRIBUTION Help is needed for
Wheatcroft Grove
Winchester Way
Temporary cover for Asquith, Cambridge, Durham,
Springvale, Zillah & Lancaster.
1f you are able to help we would be very pleased to
hear from you on 310011 or email al’« thenet.uk.net

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
sConservatories — designed and built
sUpgrades to existing roofs
sNew energy rated “A" uPVC windows & doors
slMisted units replaced * Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 /07973860369

FENSA MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

. - . 3. ¢ .
~.GCurtains & Blinds_.
__ FINDLAY DESIGHNS e
~ Hand Made Curtains,
Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets
Roman, Vertical and Roller Blinds

. 01634 262135

} - i
Sharon Findlay
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Diary 2009

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
aff@thenet.uk.net or

5, Meresborough Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent MES

Diary Copy Date: 14th July

July 4th — Old Barn Orchestra Concert in aid of
Demelza Hospice. 7.30pm, St George’s Centre,
Chatham Maritime, tickets £8 (£1 children) from
01795 843228 or 01634 376979,

July 4th - Mierscourt Primary School, Silverspot
Close, School Fayre, 11am to 2pm,BBQ, crepes and
cakes, talent show, and Hospital radio. fun and
games, sports raffle including a signed Gills ball.

July 4th - Upchurch Horticultural Society, July Show
in the village hall.

July 5th — Ramblers Association walk, 10.00am, 8
miles with Mike & Coral Patrick from Teston
Bridge Picnic Site ME18 5BX.

July 5th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, 5
miles. no dogs, meet Gill Smith 01622 710569,
10.00am, Ickham near Duke of William Inn.

July 5th — Join Macmillan Cancer Support in a charity
picnic at The Vines, Rochester 2.00 — 4.00pm.
Kentish cherries for sale, activities and face painter.
Contact bob.wadef@medway.gov.uk.

July 6th — Rainham Wives meet 8.00pm Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, “Knowledge
and Nibbles’ evening. New members of all ages are
very welcome. We have a variety of
speakers/activities etc. Subs £1.50 per meeting, this
includes coffee and biscuits, for more details contact
Sue on 01634 230639,

July 7th - Every Tues at The Centre, Farthing Corner.
Free healing is available from 7.30 - 9.00pm. All are
welcome. For information call healing leaders, Alan
on 01634 362121 or Dave 01634 668132,

July 7th — Fairview Frogs, Toddler Group, 10.00 -
11.30am each Tuesday in term time, Fairview
Community School, details from 01634 338710.

July 7th — GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 - 9.00pm
United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,

Gillingham. *Craft” workshop — including Grinling
Gibbons items, ring 01634 234734 for details.

July 7th — 12th - Upchurch Festival of Music, St
Mary's Church, ring 01634 233576 or 374220.

July &th — Ramblers Association walk, 7.00pm, 4.5
miles with Peter & Ann Green 01634 718895 from
Green Man PH, Hodsell Street TN15 7LN,

July 8th — Bredhurst W.1. 7.30pm, Village Hall,
Hurstwood Road. Mrs Pauline Dewick — A
Fortune in Your Attic, ring 232617 for details.

July 8th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, Upchurch
Village Hall. Demonstration by Sandy Bailey, ring
01795 425700 or 01622 884657 for information.

July 8th — Rainham Poetry Group, 7.30pm, 40
Birling Avenue, all lovers of poetry welcome, ring
01634 260228 for details.

July 9th — Fairview Tadpoles Parent and Baby
Group, 1.15 — 2.45pm term time only, Fairview
Community School, ring 01634 338710 for details.

July 9th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Sussex
Farmhouse Meals, 2.00pm, St Matthew's
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore. For
people over the age of 50, ring 235507 for details.

July 9th - Chatham Grammar School for Girls PFA,
Annual Fundraising Pamper Evening in the school
hall, 6.45pm. Tickets in advance from the school
oftfice £2.50 each or £3 on the night.

July 9th — Hempstead Leisure Club (over 50s),
Village Hall, Hempstead Road, 2.00pm, Games 2
— 4pm, details 366907 or 329431,

July 10th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, every Friday
9.30am — | 2noon to help people who have lost
their spouse or a close relative, join us for a cuppa
and chat, ring Julie on 01634 364309 for details.

July 10th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society, Jason

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~
July 14th, Sept 22nd, Oct 27th, Dec 1st.
2t Gift vouchers }
.. Find us at www.suninthewoodcraftdays co.uk ﬁ'{,

"} Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

K.Gillard ™
Interior & Exterior
Decorator

Cras salety checks

# Plastering # Tiling of gas central heating, boilers, IDEAL FOR GARDEN CLEARANCE
Established 30 years fires, gas and electric cookers, LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
NO JOB TOO SMALL Landlord certilicates, UNDERTAKEN
FREE ESTIMATES Over 20 years experience. INVICTA
; CORGI reg. 206985 LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Tel: (01634) 263817 & -
01634 234963 / 07799887754 01634 263700

Mobile: 07850 996832

A.C. Domestics

_valls at your convenience

Service, repair and installation

TURF - BARK - COMPOSTS
AGGREGATES
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
TOPSOIL IN BULK BAGS
(app 1 ton) OR LOOSE
RUBBISH BULK BAGS
- you fill, we collect

Thompson - Apollo 11 40th Anniversary 7.45pm
Bredhurst Village Hall, ring Trev 077717678795 or
via the web site http://www.midkentastro.org.uk/.

July 11th - 1st Wigmore Brownies Annual Mini Fete,
Bredhurst School Hall, 2pm, grand prize family
raffle 3.45pm, cake stall, bric a brac, teddy
tombola, face painting, refreshments and Bar-B-Q,
admission is free.

July 11th — Indoor Craft Market, Millennium Centre,
Rainham 9.00am — 12.30pm, ring 016345 371941.

July 11th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, Ballroom , Latin , Sequence
dancing 8.00 — 11.00pm, ring 01634 363738.

July 11th — Deanwood Primary School, Long C atlis
Road, Summer Fayre, 12non — 3.00pm, adults 50p,
children 20p pre-school free, all welcome, please
phone the school for details 01634 231901.

July 11th — St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Floral Dance, 7.30 for 8.00pm.
Live music Dickie Diamond & The Replays,
Tickets £10 (inc supper BYODAG) from 379139 or
07833 103847.

July 12th - St George's Centre, Chatham, 7.00 pm,
City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra with
conductor and horn soloist Anthony Halstead
Mozart's Horn Concerto, Handel's Water Music and
Haydn's Surprise Symphony. Tickets £8 (£6 season
ticket holders, £5 children) on 07505 643354.

July 12th — Berengrave Walk, 10.00am — 12noon.
Berengrave Nature Reserve, book in advance £1
per person 01634 337432,

July 12th — Riverside Country Park ‘A Countryside
Experience” Kent's best produce and crafls,

11.00am —5.00pm, £1.50 per person 01634 337432

July 12th - St. Augustine's School Deanwood Drive
Summer Fair 12 - 3:00pm All welcome, BBQ,
Bouncy Castle, Cake Stall, Tombola, Fire Brigade,
Coconut Shy, Tombola, Grand Prize draw and

lots more. Stalls available £10. Call 01634 37189,
Adults 50p Children FREE.

July 12th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
3.5 miles, no dogs, meet John Howard 01732
841433, 2.00pm, Chilham Car park off A252.

July 12th — Ramblers Association walk, 10.00am, 4.5

miles with Lesley & Terry Thomson 0795874363
Cliffe Woods Parkside Road car park ME3 8HX.
July 13th — Medway Spinners, Dyers and Weavers
7.30 — 9.30pm, Balmoral Road Church Hall
(entrance to left of the church), Friendship
Cushion part 2, ring 01634 578294 for details.

July 13th — Rainham Wives, Upchurch walk and
meal. (see 6th July).

July 13th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group
for those still in employment 7.15 - 9.00pm,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, ring Julie on 01634
364309 for details.

July 13th — 17th - Wigmore Evangelical Free Church
‘Champions Challenge’ 4.15 — 6.15pm. Free to all
from FS2 (Reception) up to Y6. Join us at for all
sorts of fun! Phone 01634 372323 for information.

July 14th — Fairview Frogs, Toddler Group, (see 7th
July).

July 14th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,
7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road,
Chatham, Members’ talks. Ring 01474 823606.

July 14th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 5.5
miles, dogs OK, meet Alma Miles 01634 865583,
7.00pm. St Mary’s Church, Lower Higham.

July 14th - Talk by publisher Simon Cox and actor
Gordon Griffin on how audiobooks are created,
Strood Library, 2.30pm, no charge but please book
01634 335890.

July 15th — Bredhurst Garden Club, African Violet
& Sweet Pea Show & H.C. Newman Iilustrated
talk *ABC of Pruning’, 8.00pm Bredhurst Village
Hall, ring 01634 233554 for details.

July 16th — Fairview Tadpoles Parent and Baby
Group, (see 9th July).

July 16th — Hempstead Leisure Club ‘Egg-citing
Eggs’ Jacqui Manktelow, (see 9th July).

July 16th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Police Support
Officer for Wigmore Rebecca Flood, (sce 9th Jul).

July 17th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 10th July).

July 18th - Hope Fun Day, Parkwood Green, 12noon
to Spm. Bouncy castles, face painting, and lots of
entertainment, details from 07756 278342.

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS |

« RECEPTION PROBLEMS?
* NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!
« REPAIRS ¢ EXTRA TV POINTS
o CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
« FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
* COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

(11634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

cart Ton Vision

REPAIRS

Television Repairs & Tune in / Setup

Home Computer Help
Need software installed? Virus problems?
Watch and learn at home
Usually same day service
Qualified enginecr
30 vears experience
Reasonable rates

MED 360367




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

]|A'

CHARTERED ACK

4 Bloors Lane. Rainham, SNty

Kent MES TEG * Tax

Tel: 01634 375222 Book-keeping

Fax: 01634 371318 +  Payroll
jadaccountants.co.uk +  Audit

www.jad.sage?d com s Associated Seivices

Qualified technician. References available

D 0 I T4 U home improvements|handyman

Kitchens @ Bathraoms # Tiling ® Radiators @ Doors ® Sockets
Flooring © Lighting # Blinds ® Shelves ® Small jobs welcome!

Call Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu org

Craniosacral Therapist
Gentle and effective therapy for all ages and conditions including
eneck/ back/ joint pain
sheadaches

estress & anxiety
Based in Rainham

Sharon Cresswell RCST

01634 304308 or mob. 07896 468456
email sharon.cresswell@blueyonder co.uk
(£5 discount off first treatment on production of this ad)

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

SREr IOLE

CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321
T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

...... Bookings only...
Airports-Hospitals—-Days/Nights out
Nightclubs—Friendly and Reliable

* Gatwick from £55.00 *
*  Heathrow from £75.00 *
Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

# / LADY DECORATOR

Karen Spooner
-;“ '} Apprenticeship served
":‘,"' Fully quatified with 15 years " experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01631 233815 Mobile: 0778 0810 3 Ilil

Back & Body Treatments
Why let pain ruin your life, Break free.
I can help you.

Back, Neck, Frozen Shoulder, Arms, Wrists and Legs
I can help ease the pain of many illnesses as well.
Bowen Therapy, Message & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ESBT. BCMA. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available

HOME COUNTIES HERITAGE
John Vigar, well known author and historian is
running a 20 week course in Gillingham on Tuesday
mornings starting on 22nd September entitled 'Home
Counties Heritage'. For further details please contact
Mrs. Lorna Bailey on 364375 after 6.30pm.
WHAT’'S GOOD ABOUT AUDIOBOOKS?
Talk by publisher Simon Cox and actor Gordon
Griffin on how audiobooks are created at Strood
Library 2.30pm, Tuesday 14th July.
There is no charge but please contact the library to
book a place - 01634 335890.
PAMPER NIGHT
Chatham Grammar School for Girls PFA annual
fundraising Pamper Evening is on Thursday 9th July
from 6.45pm in the school hall. Manicures, Spray
Tanning, Ear Piercing, Reflexology, Indian Head
Massage, Alexander Technique, Aurora Therapy.
Japanese Hand Massage are but a few of the
treatments that will be available on the night. There
will be opportunities to purchase beauty products,
jewellery and other gifis. Tickets can be purchased
in advance from the school office for £2.50 each or
£3 on the night.
FUN DAY
Hope Fun Day, Parkwood Green,
18th July, 12Znoon to Spm.
Bouncy castles, face painting, and lots of
entertainment. Details from 07756 278342

COME TO A FLORAL DANCE

St Matthew’s Community Hall, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. Saturday 11th July 7.30 for 8.00pm Live
music with DICKIE DIAMOND & THE REPLAYS
Tickets only £10 to include supper & dessert
BYODAG. Buy your tickets early to beat the rush
from: Ann or Philip Livings on 01634 379139 or
07833 103847 Email: a:

piedlivings.eclipse.co.uk
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Pampered and Pelished
FACIALS WAXING

MANICURES PEDICURES
EYEBROWS AND LASHES
Gift Veuchers Available
Appeintments
01634 370697 07849 276057
Wigmore based treatment room For
more information call Mandy

CONTACT THE ELDERLY
A very successful group in Medway taking out 6-8
elderly, isolated local people, once a month, 12
months a year, for tea. We need some more
volunteer hosts & drivers, to drive once a month and
to host once a year. Isolated elderly people have very
few options for social contact. If you could give a
small amount of your time it would make a huge
difference to elderly people in your community.
Please contact Suzan Hyland, Free phone 0800
716543, Visit www.contact-the-elderly or
Email: suzan.hvland@contact-the-elderly.org.uk
CONCERT
Sunday 12th July, 7.00pm,
St George's Centre, Chatham
City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra with
conductor and horn soloist Anthony Halstead
perform Mozart's Horn Concerto, Handel's Water
Music and Haydn's Surprise Symphony.
Tickets £8 (£6 season ticket holders, £5 children)
at the door or on 07505 643354,
SUMMER FAIR
St. Augustine's School Summer Fair
Sunday 12th July, 12noon - 3:00pm
Deanwood Drive, Rainham
BBQ, Bouncy Castle, Cake Stall, Tombola, Fire
Brigade, Coconut Shy, Tombola, Grand Prize
draw and lots more.
Stalls available £10, call 01634 371892
Adults 50p Children FREE.
All welcome. See you there!
SUMMER FETE
Newington Court Care Home. (Keycol Hill).
Saturday 25th July (2.00 - 4.00pm)
Please come and join us, enjoy the stalls and have
some fun. Admission is free, and there will be plenty
for your children to do. (We also have lots of old
LP's (Records) on sale too!)

KITCHEN SPECIALIST :

* FUll Installation Service = \NOFl’tOp Jomtmg
= AllMajor Brands e« Competitive Prices

» Large Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient, Friendly, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

e Plumbing
1.1 1. &Heating ¥

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer
Installation » Maintenance « Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires » Bathrooms » All general plumbing

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved

DECORATING - Internal / External
Established 1988

* Power F |unh§n<r NEIL MACE
Corgi Registered No. 203861
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JUNE
This month's Nature Notes are about a journey made along
the Pilgrims Way between Wratham, Kemsing, Otford and
Chevening. To give readers their bearings, Wrotham lies in
the shadow of the tall and slender telecommunications
mast one sees on the top of the downs as one travels west
on the M20 towards the M26 and Chevening lies to the
north of the junction of the M26 with the M25.
Wrotham was once an important village on the turnpike
Road between London, Maidstone and Folkestone. Here a
cock horse or two would be hired to help carts and stage
coaches up Wrotham Hill. In the early days of motoring the
steep hill remained a problem, causing many an
overheated engine. Once one reached the top, however,
one had (and still has) the finest view in the county. In the
foreground of the view is the Vale of Kent and, with
Sevenoaks at its centre, the Ragstone Range. On the
horizon is Ashdown Forest and Crowborough Beacon in
the High Weald and Battle Ridge to the north of Hastings.
We left Wrotham along the Pilgrims Way which, on its
passage through Kent, runs along the bottom of the
escarpment of the North Downs. The leaves on the trees
on the downs varied in colour from the white of whitebeam,
to the light green of field maple and beech, and to the dark
green of yew. Sheep were grazing on some of the open
slopes. The fields on both sides of the track were lined
largely with oaks trees and had been set with either wheat
or oil seed rape. In one field of wheat red poppies
proliferated. Above another a number of swifts were
hawking for flies; they were likely to be non-breeding
yearlings. As for the rape fields, they may have been less
barren than they appeared to be. Sedge warblers, reed
buntings and whitethroats have been found nesting ameng
the tangle of stems and linnets and tree sparrows have
been seen feeding on ripening rape seeds.
The hedges lining the ancient Pilgrims way are also likely
to be old, particularly since they are composed of a large
variety of trees and shrubs. These include blackthorn,
dogwood, field maple, hawthorn, hazel and privet. Hedges
along the track are cut regularly, in the main because they
would otherwise be a hazard along a road which is so
narrow and winding.
The approach to Kemsing is through a tunnel of beech and

other trees which, in summer, bring some welcome
shade to those walking along the Pilgrims Way. Kemsing
is a pretty village with a well cared for look about it. We
took a small detour to have a lock at the large Victorian
house that served as a youth hostel for many years. The
former cycle shed was readily identifiable. The Youth
Hostels Association, The Ramblers' Association and the
Cyclists' Touring Club were all formed in the days when
rambling and cycling were extremely popular and before
the motor car became widely affordable. At one time
there were four youth hostels within easy reach of the
Kent stretch of the Pilgrims Way. Those at Crockham Hill,
Kemsing, and Doddington have closed; only that at
Canterbury remains open. High above the village is the
Kemsing Down nature reserve which is managed by the
Kent Wildlife Trust. | made a lone ascent to the top, after
which | sat down for a well earned rest. The slope is most
certainly steeper than the days when I did conservation
work there. | spotted some typical flowers of chalk
downland, including common rock-rose, small scabious
and yellow wort. Dog and field roses were in bloom
among the scrub on both sides of me. On this warm
summer day grasshoppers and crickets could be heard
chirping in the grassland; brown argus and common blue
butterflies fluttered over it. A yellow hammer kept
repeating its familiar call.

Offord, which is a thriving commuter village, was our next
stop. It boasts the only listed village pond in the country.
The pond's semi-domestic ducks are not however of any
natural history interest. What we did come across,
nevertheless, was a small colony of house martins, which
are charming and delightful birds, nesting under the
eaves of a row of terraced houses. A walk to the end of
the High Street brought us to a tributary of the River
Darent, by the side of which was growing fools'
watercress and lesser water parsnip.

We crossed over the Darent, the fields on each side of
which were dotted with sheep, and then over the M25
towards the red brick hamlet of Chevening. We had timed
our visit along the Pilgrims Way to coincide with the
opening of the grounds of Chevening House, the 18th
century country retreat of the Foreign Secretary of the
day. The union jack was flying from the top of the Kentish
ragstone tower of St Botolph's Church and the six bells
were being rung. The House itself lies in a parkland of

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

=

B 01634 374502 | L

07923 618033 -
G E DRIVING

SCHOOL OF MOTORING
Ged East D.S.A. A.D.I

42 Sunningdale Drive
Rainham
Kent ME8 SEQ

GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates

STEP-UP
LOFT LADDERS

Choice of models to suit your needs
Also new loft hatches, loft flooring
& lighting fitted if required

STAIRLIFTS
straight & curved
www.stepuploftladders.co.uk
For a free quote please ring
01795 554042 or 07870 559172

HOME HELP FOR SENIOR
CITIZENS

A family-run firm, a more personal service
* Cleaning, laundry & ironing = Shopping /
ACCOMPAnNyY ¥ou ing or to

i :nts * Prescription and pension
lening service available for
those choosing regular Home Help service
All staff experienced, insured & fully vetted
= One- off or regular,
Home Help £10.50 per hr, gardening £11.504
Call Christine or Nick

HOME HELP Medway
01634 233537

oak, common lime and beech trees, among which dairy
cows graze. Swallows were swooping back and forth over
the grassland. Having inspected the gardens we had a
walk around the lake which was fringed with meadow
sweet, water mint, water betony and yellow loosestrife. We
then sat with great ceremony on the Foreign Secretary's
well-cared-for lawn and had tea and cakes laid on by the
Trustees of the Chevening Estate.

Joe Ennis

NINETEENTH CENTURY RAINHAM: titbits
from Milton Union records by Audrey Perkyns.
In 1842, on instructions from London, the Board of
Guardians of the Milton Union appointed three
separate Poor Law Medical Officers (MOs), one
being for the parishes of Rainham, Lower Halstow,
Hartlip and Upchurch. Since much illness resulted
from poverty and malnutrition they could recommend
the provision of mutton or spirits (gin or brandy). All
their services had to be authorised by Poor Law
officers, principally the Relieving Officer at Milton,
but in an emergency by the overseers of the parishes.
All the MOs were in constant trouble with the
Guardians, most frequently for inefficiency with the
paper work (weekly lists for the board meetings and
quarterly returns). Sometimes they were reprimanded
for failing to provide an adequate service or for other
offences.

Dr John Friend, MO from 1842, finally exasperated
them beyond endurance by giving an order for mutton
to a butcher other than the official one whose tender
had been accepted by the board. He was asked to
resign in 1850.

Dr George Henty, 1850-65, was reprimanded after he
had a quarrel with one of the Rainham Guardians
about a false entry in his report book.

Dr Henry Penfold was appointed in 1865. In 1866 the
Guardians enquired if he had attended Llizabeth
White who was sent to the workhouse by the
Rainham overseer while in labour and her baby was
delivered in a cart en route. His reply is lost, but he
was not reprimanded on this occasion.

In 1874 the Rainham overseer with two assistants
brought a sick man to the workhouse at 1.00 a.m., on
Dr Penfold's orders. The workhouse officers were
woken; they found the man simply drunk: he
admitted he had been for three days, and he left the
next morning. The Guardians remonstrated with the

* TREE MANAGEMENT
« CHIPPING

e LINDSA

= MULCH
« FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

MO: 'this is not the first time from the Rainham
District in which expense and much trouble has
been unnecessarily incurred'. Dr Penfold's reply

states that he was concerned about the man's
general condition (he seems to have feared

hypothermia), and said he would have incurred

public censure if the man had died.

Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral Art Group.

Celebration of God given talents

by users of church halls and church fellowship.
Gillingham United Reformed Church

31stJuly, Ist August, 3rd August - 10 am to 4 pm

Donations to RNLI and Kent Air Ambulance

FLOWER FESTIVAL

Balmoral Road, Gillingham

2nd August - 2pm to 5.30 pm
Free Admission

CHARITY PICNIC

Join Macmillan Cancer Support in a charity picnic
at The Vines, Rochester on Sunday 5th July from
2.00 — 4.00pm. Activities and face painting and
David of Rickhamfields Farm will be selling local

Kentish cherries. For more details contact
bob.wade@@medway.gov.uk

BARNARDO’S GARDEN TEA PARTY

Telephone 233405 or 234053 for more information.

32, Roberts Road, Rainham

Saturday 25th July 2.00 — 4.00pm
Bring & Buy, Raffle, Cake, Book & Plant Stalls

Gifts and donations welcomed
Tickets £2.50 at the door
(Refreshments included)

‘CHAMPIONS CHALLENGE’
Wigmore Evangelical Free Church
July 13th—17th, 4.15-6.15pm

Free to all from FS2 (Reception) up to Y6
Are you up to the challenge?

Join us at Durham Road (off Maidstone Road mini

roundabout) for all sorts of fun!
Phone 01634 372323 for more information

BADMINTON CLUB
Looking for new players.

We play Thursdays 6.00 — 8.00pm at Castlemaine
Sports Centre. New season begins 3rd September.
More details from George 01634 362758.

D.H. MILLER =,
For all your Plumbing Services @/
Reg No HELP is on its way

" UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
POWER FLUSHING

" LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME& OSN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Munn Academy of Dance
\‘l';, Pupils from age 2yrs to professional bf)f'

- Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner |.D.T.A.

Medway 234168

g
/
|

Security Installation
and Maintenance

* Access Control

* Automated Gates/Barriers

= CCTV, Fire & Intruder Alarms

Total Security Services
t 01634 387 762 m 0791 561 5535

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 378885 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

D/ Builders &
Decorators

EXTENSIONS « GENERAL REPAIRS

CLEANING
OF DRIVES & PATIOS
Sealing & Repairs
We Do The Dirty Work For
You...And Bring it Back Like

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFI
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMUERCIALY

PLASTERING & ARTEXING McCourts 1)()_\1!:’.51'1(' MAINTENANCE
01634 375569 City & Guilds /[ Institute of Carpenters
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS
0800 298 7338

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane

www.mccourtskent.co.uk
51 Wigmore Road, Wigmore,

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604

Rainham-Kent:ME8 7NJ Gillingham Mobile 07961 839328
DAVID WHITE .
et Jigsaw Driving Schoo L) MEDWAY TREE
BOILERCARE s
* Member of Gas Safety Register friendly, patient and reliable tuition URGEONS

* All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

* Landlord Gas Safety Reports

* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Gift Vouchers Available

For more information or to apply enline
www. jigsawdrivingschool.co.uk
01634 378018
or text 07812695921

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations

Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham ME8 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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Diary 2009

July 18th - Bearsted Choral Society Summer Concert,
The Pirates of Penzance, Leeds Parish Church, 7.30
pm. Tickets £7 (£4 students) from 01634 666730 or
on the door

July 18th - RAMASES North Kent Egyptology
Society, lecture by Prof. Barry Kemp ‘Amarna’s
people: rich, poor, busy and suffering’, Newington
Village Hall. ramasesihotmail.com or see Swale
Borough Council website for details.

July 18th - Friends of St. Margaret's Church AGM at
4pm in church followed by tea & biscuits.

July 18th — Monthly Indoor Farmers Market,
Millennium Centre, 9.00am 12.30pm. Enquiries
01634 371941.

July 19th - Mountain Bike Trail, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 9.00 — 10.30am. Book in advance, £1
per person, 338191.

July 19th — Ramblers Association walk, 10.00am, 5
miles with Margaret Goatman from Horsmonden
Spit Roast PH, TN12 8HT.

July 19th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
5.5 miles, no dogs, meet John Williams 01622
764821, 10.00am, Manor Park, West Malling car
park charge.

July 20th — Rainham Evening Women’s Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham. Floral
Simple Propagation — Laurie Manser, ring 364702,

July 21st — Fairview Frogs, Toddler Group, (see 7th
Tuly).

July 21st— GHS Floral Art Group, Contemporary
/Modern workshop with Jill Flaxman, (see 7th
July).

July 21st — The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Strood Library, 7.45 — 10.00pm, £3.00.
Birdwatching in Israel, Brian Nobbs.
www.medway rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

July 22nd- Rainham Poetry Group, 5.45 — 8.15pm,
Sunlight Centre, Richmond Road, Gillingham,
all lovers of poetry welcome, ring 01634 260228.

July 23rd— Wigmore Thursday Club, My Year in
Journalism around Downe Village by Barbara
Stevens, (see 9th July).

July 23rd - Fishing Teaching, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 9.00am — 12noon. Learn the
basics of coarse fishing. Suitable for children
aged 8 to 12 years. Book in advance, £8 per
child, ring 338191.

July 24th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 10th July).

July 25th - Barnardo’s Garden Tea Party. 32,
Raoberts Road, Rainham, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Bring &
Buy, Raffle, Cake Stall, Book & Plant Stalls,
Gifts and donations welcomed. Tickets £2.50 at
the door (Refreshments included), Telephone
233405 or 234053 for more information.

July 25th — Summer Fete, 2.00 — 4.00pm,
Newington Court Care Home. Keycol Hill,
Newington. Please come and join us, enjoy the
stalls and have some fun. Admission is free, and
there will be plenty for your children to do. We
also have lots of old LP's (Records) on sale too!

July 26th — Ramblers Association walk, 10.00am, 7
miles with Mim & Frank Ewen from Headcorn
Church, TN27 9NH.

July 26th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group
walk, 6 miles, no dogs, meet Stephen Manning
01634 375821, 10.00am, lower Halstow,
Lapwing Drive.

July 30th- Fishing Teaching, (see 23rd July).

July 30th - Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, The Howard
Memorial Hall, Woodside, Wigmore, contact
01634 312038.

Continued on Page 13

HER Ltd)

All PLASTER'NG work undertaken

Flat smooth Ceilings and walls.
Professional Reliable Service

01634 389675/ 07721 365 630.
189 Bredhurst Road Wigmore. -

Boiler-Tech Services

Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
L.PG and Oil

Al work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP

Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs

CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
{over 30 years’ experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free gquotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

I [0 il

- ]F _J

i Rpeumln:s irx “ull‘.. Floors

|If Slate, Terracotta and Mosaics

1 = Supplied and I'ixed =7

' :] or labour only !l ”
- ]i

“01634 235714

ZAVINVIITY
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEAD
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

Your Local Reliable Contractor Hk “‘Illﬂl'

James Zammit

01634 375129 - 07802 698300 |

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
Domestic Installer

Rainham Beaekshop
Sci-Fi & Fantasy Book Signing
Dan Abnett, John Lambshead
& Sandy Mitchell
Saturday 18" July 11am - 1pm
17-19 Station Road Tel: 01634 371591

Removal of u[d Timber

! " Maintenance Free Exteriors

1 Fuli Ventilation with Bird Guard

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MEE OLJ

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

ar

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

Panasomc

deas for

"LINWOOD

ELECTRONICS
Est. 1982

v linwoodhe.com
Plasma, LCD, DVD & Home Cinema
Sales, Service, Set Up & Accessories

01634 23026‘1 70 Station Road Rainham

J W DECORATORS

All aspects of decorating and small
building works undertaken including Block
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Aul
fiv
Family run business for 20 years

Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

\'.B.

Dlasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience — Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobile: 07779987633

M & D DECKING

DECKING AND GARDENING SERVICES
Prampt and reliable service offered

Paths, weeding, hedize irimming,

Geneval tidving & clearing.

Rainham hased, ving me for a free guote,

Mick Eardley ... 01634 264266

Diary 2009

July 31st — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,

(see 10th July).

July 31st — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society, Peter

Parish, Constellation of the month (Cygnus and
Lyra) (see 10th July).

July 31st — August 3rd - Flower Festival by
Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral Art Group.
Gillingham United Reformed Church, Balmoral
Road, 10 am to 4 pm (2nd Aug 2.00 to 5.30pm) Free
donations to RNLI and Kent Air Ambulance.

August st - Friends of St. Margaret's Church, Garden
Party at 37 Edwin Rd, 12 noon - 5pm. Entrance £4
includes a salad meal and dessert. Raffle stalls etc.

August 2nd — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
5 miles, no dogs, meet Pearl Stevens 07724602929,

10.00am, Hucking eastern end Church Road.

August 3rd & 4th - Survival Challenge, Capstone
Farm Country Park for children aged 7 plus, one
accompanying adult per child unless pre-arranged.

Book in advance on 01634 338191 £20 per person
(includes breakfast)

August 4th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
4.5 miles, no dogs. meet Stephen Manning 01634
375821, 6.30pm, Strood Cinema, Chariot Way.

August 4th — Monster and Critter Masks, Riverside
Country Park 10.00am -
For accompanied children aged 5 to 12 years. Book

12noon and 2.00 — 4.00pm.

in advance, £1 per child, ring 337432.

August 5th- Rainham Horticultural Society,
7.30pm, Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane,
Competition Night, all welcome, ring 231972

August 6th - i—mhm" Tr.di.hlm_ (see 211(1 July).

August 7th Rainham Bereavement F riendship
Group, (see 10th July).

August 8th — Indoor Craft Market, (see 11th July).

August 8th — Instep Dancing, (see 11th July).

August 9th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group
walk, 6 miles, dogs OK, meet Roger Danks 01634
317993, 2.00pm, Sellmz_ Station.

August 10th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
(Jroup for those still in employment (see 13th Jul)

August 11th — Medway Antique & Collector’s
Club, Dr ] W Reuther *The Death and Burials of
the Tudors (see 14th July).

August 12th — Treasure Trove Trail, Riverside
Country Park 11.00am 2.00pm. For accompanied
children aged 5 to 12 years. £1 per child, no need
to book, drop in any time.

August 12th — Rainham Poetry Group, (see 8th lul)

August 12th — Bredhurst W.I1. Bob Ogley — Kent in
the 20th Century, (see 8th July).

August 12th — Rainham Flower Club, Outing to a
members garden. (see 8th July).

August 14th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 10th July).

August 15th — Monthly Indoor Farmers Market,
(see 18th July).

@rchard Windews (Ken) Lid
Manufacturers & Installers of Ouality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches
Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

Whitewater
PLUMBING SOLUTIONS

All plumbing and tiling work undertaken
No job too small

Seven days a week
07841 518000 or 01634 374035

No call out charge
Fully qualified installers

For a home appointment call

Lynda on 01634 235298

Treat Your Feet!
fy

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service

Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available

email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
HOME HELPS

Painful corns & hard skin removed.

Verrucae. Fungal infection treatment

Diabetic foot care.
Ingrown & thickened toenails.

For all your domestic needs *
Hoovering * Dusting + Laundry/ Ironing
Shopping * Meals « 1 off Blitz/Spring clean
FULLY INSURED AND REFRENCED STAFF IN YOUR HOME

Millennium Blinds

e Kent's Premier Blind Company

* Conservatory * House Blinds

* Awnings * Window Vinyl

HOUSEMARTINS

WINNERS OF y Small Business C ity Care ward Med“’a}’ 230330

123 High Street, Rainham, Kent. ME8 8AN Showrooms: 25 High St, Rainham, Kent.
01634 366528 Office or 07904 038813 Garjark o rea




Small Ads

Price:  £2.10 per line per month

Box Ads: £26.00 per month

£72.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
VACANCY: FITTER/ TURNER with
own workshop. Part-time flexible hours.
Must be capable of stripping down small
machines and prepared to do occasional
site visits. For further details please
contact 01634 817113, Email:
ghservicing@tiscali.co.uk
REGISTERED CHILDMINDER.
Full/ Part-time places. Term time &
school holidays. Drop off/ pick up, to/
from School / Clubs. Call Berie

01634 232680/ 07958 923 856

CLEAN WITH STEAM: CARPETS,
upholstery, 3 piece suites. Flood recovery,
Call Steve 07807 494 167

PJ PLUMBING. ALL ASPECTS

of plumbing work carried out. 24 hour
call out. Call Paul 07913 (012 848

TAURUS LOCKS: LOCKSMITH
All locks fitted, repaired & upgraded.
24 hour emergency door opening. QAP
discounts. All work carried out by UK
Locksmiths Association member. Tel
Brian 07775 423 744 Email:
brianburr@tauruslocks.co.uk

Crystal Jewellery Workshops:

relax, design and make your own
unique picces. Sundays 26/7, %/8:
Weds 22/7, 12/8 01795 843354
www.gaia-angelicus.co.uk
Professional WEDDING VIDEOS,
Any special event. For costs and samples
www.weddingprovideo.co.uk.

WHISKERS LODGE CATTERY

1 Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst. A completely new cattery
boarding cats only. FAB accredited care
provided. Viewings welcomed. Contact
Nichola Hood, 01634 235032, Email
info@whiskerslodge.com
SECRETARIAL SERVICES FOR
businesses including invoicing,
quotations, letiers & some book-keeping.
Telephone Jenny 07891 115 352

DRESSMAKING & ALTERATION
service. Bridal, evening & special
occasion dresses. Skirts & trousers
shortened.& altered, zips replaced, ete.
Call Frenoc on 07927 85547,

LET ME DO IT! HOUSEWORK
and ironing undertaken by a mature lady.
Ring Glynis on 01634 262077 or
(7989 193755,

ART LESSONS IN RAINHAM
Absolute beginners to intermediate.
Workshops & events now booking,

See website or call 01634 309822
www.saa.co.uk/art/sandralmartin
ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193

DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824

KM PLASTERING. Medway Fair
Trader. All aspects of plastering. Contact
Kevin 01634 315552 or 0785 6824 818
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Digging, pruning & garden maintenance.
Hanging baskets & patio pots refilled,
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.

No job too small. Over 30 years”
experience. 07712 760 147

“THE RIGHT HANDYMAN”
Small jobs - dripping taps — electric
sockets & much more. Call Margaret
on 01634 233270

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are aw ay. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202
APPLIANCE REPAIRS. Washing
machines, Tumble dryers, Dishwashers,
Ovens. Friendly professional service with
very low cost repairs, free call out &
advice. Please call 0785 2901 369

or 01634 387251

bf BUILDING SURVEYORS
Properties inspected & reports
compiled. Extension drawings. General
property advice given. Competitive
rates from a professional practice. Call
01634 387118,

NEED A PLUMBER?

For that small job or annoying leak

tel 234149,

NON SURGICAL FACE LIFTING.
Waxing, facials, electrolysis, massage,
body treatments, manicure, pedicure,
spray tanning, ear piercing etc. Also
reflexology. Established 10 years. For
more details call Sally on

01634 375999 or (17957 242268,

SIMON’S PLUMBING & HEATING
24 hours. Corgi regd. No VAT
01634 325434 Mob 0788 261 0371

ACORN TILES: Kitchen, Bathroom,
Floors & Walls. No job tao small. Call
Craig on 01634 575017 / 07981 237823,

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by an
established quality Rainham
Laboratory. Tel: Mardale 263766
General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Also Plumbing, Fencing, Odd Jobs.
DA Price (Medway) Est 1984

01795 842644 Mabile 07860 733980
HOUSE CLEARANCES

Houses cleared & contents disposed of
efficiently. For more information call
07921 636 154 or 01634 351356

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia Avenue
Church, Twydall.

Further details from 01634 302631,

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinie.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

ALL SCRAP METAL WANTED
including cars with log book. Also
rubbish clearances undertaken.

Ring Debbie on 07836 585911,

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films, 01634 230799,

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388. Mob 07743 128240
PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, 1 come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 §02370.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly
housebound. Dentures madeé and repaired.
Free of charge for people receiving
guaranteed pension credit.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).
BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977,

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted.
all types Fencing. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,

Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close. Sunday — 10.15am
Other meetings in homes.

Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031,
BUILDER & DECORATOR

Any job eonsidered. Roger Clay.
Telephone 01634 361596

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634
235799,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 328537,

MAN & VAN at competitive rates,
David 01634 365427

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 14 years’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson., MA, MA,
BAHons 01634 365453

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I1am and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3-
11 yrs) Sunday [0am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.45pm. Tots n’ All {pre
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (6-9 yrs) 6.15. Fri Club
Extra (94 yrs) 7.30 Visitors welcome,
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187.
GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service. 01634 378763,

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 200 litre Grower Bales of Peat
£10.50. Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL.

For children from 2% to 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs, Tel 01634 375481
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshoating.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,
SPARKLES GLITTER PARTIES
Hair, Make-up, creations. Tel 376270
GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or 079234
76573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842097 or 07811 606988

M&R GARDEN SERVICES

01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733,

M S P PLUMBING & HEATING
SERVICES. Boilers Change & Service,
Fires, Cookers. Bathrooms, Kitchens &
Tiling. No job too small. 01634 309765
07977 490748,

DEMENTIA RESPITE CENTRE
Hempstead Home gives carers a break by
providing either day care for all or part of
the day, short stay beds or a carer in the
patient’s home. For more details see
www.hempsteadhome.co.uk or call 01634
365345,

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate,

LAWNMOWER SERVICE

Sharpening and Repairs, 01634 361217,
TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & ercction. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

(79580 72928

C & JCLEARANCE

House, Garage, Loft, Shed. Rubbish
cleared. No job too small. Fast fiiendly
service. KCC Registered. 01634 261749
Mobile 078127 34570 / 07970 759404
SCIENCE TUITION: A LEVEL
Chemistry, GCSE Sciences & Special
primary science classes. Fully qualified
teacher CRB checked. For details call
07950 327935

BURROWS DOWN Holiday Home for
rabbits & guinea pigs. 01634 329297
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms an
kitchen available for hire. Disab
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 374734 Mon, Wed, Thurs
& Fri 4.30 to 6.30pm only.

MASSAGE / BEAUTY THERAPIES
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices. Rainham area, Call Jan
01634 377522/ 07930 378834,
LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED

Loft & toilet overflows repaired.

01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.

YOGA CLASSES. MORNING (Tw/
Werlr) &Eve (Tu/We). Friendly classes
to improve health & wellbeing. Call Evi
01034 317463 / 07742 943781
SUNBURST BOOKS, 21 & 23 Station
Road sells donated second hand books in
support of St Margaret’s Church Heritage
fund. Also videos and vinyl records. More
donations always are always welcome at
the shop 9.00 am to 5.00 pm Monday to
Saturday.

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

Maths

Literacy
Reasoning

Effective tuition for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests i Medway and Kent
05602 538 882

rates)

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

ALLWAYS

TILING SERVICES
Wall & Floor Tiling,
Re-Grouting

no job too small,
friendlr & reliable service.
ully Insured

01634 377599

07877 428686
Also Kitchens Fitted

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

CAR AND COMMERCIAL
BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street,
Rainham, Kent, ME8 8AT

Office hours Bam to 5.30 pm
Monday to Friday
24 Hour Recovery

0800 279 3444




JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

General Roof Repairs
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

Sunburst Books

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Selling second hand books in support of
St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund

Browsers always welcome

Whether you are looking for a good read,
a reference book, an out of print title or just
enjoy browsing through a wide variety of
both very old and recent publications
Sunburst Books is well worth a visit.

Hallett’s o

Plumbing & @

Heating Chris Hallert
CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

Est. 1971
rRe dvRudydel o seRedeiats
._;{{Ei-;{:i DAVE MOON it
NS ROOFING

REFAIRS. GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS. NEW ROOFS

Fortes ssimates wepnone 01 634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

GIFTS & GLAMOUR

37 Rainham Shopping Centre
01634 360060
New range of fascinators,
bags & accessories for special occasions.
Traditional wooden toys: yoyos, puppets etc.
Norfolk Lavender products

] ) CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind
L(:? Manufacturers Ltd

Made to Free Quotation and Merticals
Measure Curtains Fitting Service Rollers

Visit our
Showroom Behind
Wyevale Garden

Centre, Hempstead

01634 817807

Roman Blinds | Venetian

Tracks and Poles Consarvalary

Wide Range of | AwWnings

Fabrics

Patiola

S.B Plastering & Construction Services

All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
All work Guaranteed.

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott
07515 630545 or 01795 844336

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY
Kent MES BAR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Divectors

A private family owned and run business
« Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

» Private Chapels of Rest -

* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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