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St Peter’s Church, Bredhurst is holding a Flower Festival from 2nd to 4th May. | hope many of you
will receive your copy of Action Forum in time to support the village by visiting the Church. However
even if you miss this Bredhurst has several other events planned for the month including the traditional
Crowning of the May King & Queen on May 9th at their School Fete, a Quiz Night that same evening
and ‘A Night with a Difference” on May 16th. You will be most welcome at all the events. Bredhurst
also features in the article *Memories of Rainham, Easter Primroses’ on page 9.
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Editorial

When my mother gave me her latest article for Action
Forum, her memories brought to life by last month’s
Nature Notes on Bredhurst Wood, [ immediately went
to Bredhurst in search of primroses. The woods
around the church were carpeted with wood anemone
and bluebell, violet and celandine were also visible as
were red campion and stitchwort. The more cultivated
wild patch opposite the church has hyacinth, daffodil,
narcissi and grape hyacinth but not a primrose to be
seen. Nevertheless it is a delightfully restful, secluded.

spot with pleasant walks in every direction. Much hard

work must go into keeping it so natural, vet tidy and
litter free. The area is a real credit to the Bredhurst
parishioners, well worth a visit. Your opportunity
comes this first weekend in May as a Flower Festival
is being held in St Peter’s Church which will be open

from 10.00am to 5.00pm on the three days of this bank

holiday weekend. You could walk from Rainham and
after visiting the festival indulge in a cream tea which
will be served on Saturday and Monday. [ remember
being told that according to DORA (Defence of the

Realm Act), which was introduced in August 1914 in

the early days of the First World War, innkeepers were

not permitted to sell aleohol on Sunday except to bona
fide travellers. A bona fide traveller was someone who
had walked at least three miles. Rainham men by
taking a pleasant walk through the woods beside
Bredhurst Lane (Maidstone Road) were thus qualified
for refreshment once they reached The Bredhurst Bell.
Another reader this month remembers a dummy
airtield complete with wooden planes that was
constructed at Gibraltar Farm during the 1939-45 war.
[ anyone has more information about this we would
be delighted to hear from you.

We have much for you to do in May, from a picture
competition to volunteering to help Hands or the Kent
Air Ambulance fund raisers, concerts, amateur
dramatics, boot fairs, quiz nights, sponsored walks and
a plant sale. If you want to take up a new hobby we
can even infroduce you to a new knitting group. I am
sure you will find something to interest you in our
pages so do read on. The next few weeks are a lovely
time of year, the blossom is af its best and everything
is fresh and new with the hint of the long warm
summer evenings yet to come. Do have a very good
month and we will see you again in June.

Correspondence

GIBRALTAR FARM
Dear Editor,

Your item on Gibraltar Farm in the April issue
brought back memories of its role in the Second
World War.

The Gibraltar Farm Anti-Aircraft Gun Site was
situated where EIm Court Garden Centre is now. Later
in the war, a dummy airfield was constructed
alongside with wooden planes etc.

[ ' was a messenger in the ARP then and as our house
in Bredhurst Road was between this and the Ack —Ack
site half way down the path between Wigmore and
Rainham Church, you can imagine the noise and
falling shrapnel that we endured, especially during the
Battle of Britain.

Yours sincerely,
Ray Morley
33 Bredhurst Road

SCOUTING COMMEMORATIVE BROCHURE
Dear Editor,

Gillingham District Scouts celebrated its first 100
years during 2008 and has produced a brochure
showing histories of the many scout groups. The
brochure has thirty six pages in full colour and over
150 illustrations.

Many former Scouts in Rainham may like to
purchase a copy and see if they recognise themselves
in the photographs. I am sure they will bring back
many happy memories. The brochure costs £5 a copy.
Post, if required is £1 extra and copies are available
from Iris Wynne on 01634 232006 or myself on 01634
388635,

Congratulations on the 40th birthday of Action
Forum a good read every month!

Yours sincerely,
David Lawrence
Gillingham Scouts
PLANT SALE
Dear Editor,

I would like to bring to the local community
attention, Macklands House annual plant sale which is
on Saturday 23rd May from 10am until 1pm. The
plants are grown by the residents and friends of
Macklands House, all proceeds go into Macklands
House Social Fund. A cake & bric a brac stall will also
be available as well as refreshments. A wide variety of
flower and vegetable plants, all available ready to
plant at very competitive prices will be on sale.
Macklands House is situated near the bottom of
Station Road just before Ellison Way.

Yours sincerely,

Pat Black Scheme Manager
Sanctuary Hereward
Macklands House Station Rd
1634 366873 - Direct line
07795506795 - Mobile

WIGMORE CONCERT
Dear Editor,

St Matthews Community Concerts — 23rd May.
The EI Andaluz Quartet. Arabian and Andalusian
Music. This nationally known quartet features the Oud
and Derbouka in their line up supported by the violin
and guitar. EI Andaluuz will perform a wide range of
North African and Anadalusian music including
Andalusian Nuba, Saharan Sufi, Egyptian Belly Dance
and Algerian Chabba. Come and feel the rythmns,
imagine the sand under your feet — and maybe join in!!

The concert starts at 7.30pm and tickets are available
from me (£7.00 each). Please phone 372508, e-mail
mattsconcertsi/hotimail.co.uk or drop me a line at 42
The Goldings, MES 0AX.

Many thanks to our loyal audience who have made
this second series of Community Concerts the success
that it has been.

Yours sincerely
Paul Warren

MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS

Bredhurst Primary School Annual May Day
Celebrations. Saturday 9th May at 2p.m. Traditional
procession through the village at 1.45p.m Lots to see
& enjoy. The annual crowning of the May Queen &
King. Maypole dancing, refreshments, pony rides,
Barbecue, sideshows, stalls and much much more.
Entrance only 50p, children Free!!!

WINE & WISDOM EVENING

Wigmore Fellowship Saturday 9th May 7.30pm

St Matthew’s Church Hall. Ploughman’s and Raffle,
BYOB & Glass. Teams of 6- 8, £6 each To book a
table ring B Dunn 01634 378769 or R Berwick 01634
264290. Proceeds to Charity.

WANTED

Spend some Time to help Save Lives. Volunteers
required to serve at the Medway Magistrates Court
Tea Bar. All proceeds for the Kent Air Ambulance
Trust. Your time spent could help save a life.

Please contact Mrs B Kenny 01634 847010

PAMPER EVENING )
Holywell School, Upchurch Friday, 15th May from

7pm Treatments including: reflexology, reiki, waxing,

paraffin hand waxing, nails and lots more. We also
have a psychic attending, raffle and refreshments.
Come and be pampered.

=

Hand Made Cu
Blinds, Swags & Tails

Roman, Vertical and Roller Blinds

. 01634 262135

‘Sharon Fmdlay

Barnardo’s Quiz Night
Saturday 9th May, 7.30pm
Lower Hall, Millennium Centre, Rainham
Tickets £4 each Tables of 6-8 book in advance
Phone 01634 375486 or 01634 233405

INDOOR BOOT FAIR
We are holding an indoor Boot Fair on Saturday 16th
May, 10am — 2pm, at The 4th Gillingham Sea Scout
Group headquarters, St. Georges Hall, Berengrave
[.ane, Rainham, (in front of Rainham Cricket club).
Tables £10 each — please contact 01634 361061 to
book. Entry is 50p for adults and free for children.

RAINHAM METHODIST CHURCH CENTRE
Service of Prayer & Reflection
Sunday 17th May at 4pm.

A gentle service with time and space to be still.
Individual prayer for healing will be available
and refreshments served afterwards.

A warm welcome is extended to everyone.

For details please call Rev Sam Funnell on 239890.

‘MR WONDERFUL’ by JAMES ROBSON
Oasthouse Theatre,Rainham
May 21:22:23:28:29:30
Curtain up at 8.00pm. Doors open at 7.30pm
Box Office on 01634 233660.
ANIGHT WITH A DIFFERENCE
Entertainment by Fling a man whose musical talents
know no bounds and Sandra C singing all the latest
chart hits. Saturday 16th May 8.00pm , Bredhurst
Village Hall. Tickets £6 from June Cox 01634
268544 or 07842 216116. Adults and over 14s only
please. Proceeds to the upkeep of Village Hall. Please
bring your own alcohol glasses and refreshments.
QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 9th May 7.30 tor 8.00pm
Bredhurst Village Hall
Tickets £7 from Pam Tuff 01634 230933.

www.SALMON WINDOWS.co.uk

Installers of quality products for 25 years
« Conservatories — designed and built

Special Spring Prices on Soffit
fascia & guttering replacement

For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

FENSA MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

ability" utlet
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
part exchange, deliver, train, fix.

Mobility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more
7 Station Road, Rainham
Tel 01634 375537




Diary 2009

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
affedthenet.uk.net or

5. Meresborough Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent MES

Diary Copy Date: 19th May

May 2nd — 4th - St. Peter's. Bredhurst, Flower
Festival, 10am to 5pm. Cream teas Sat and Monday.

May 2nd —~Upchurch Horticultural Society, Spring
Plant Sale in the Paddock from 9.30am.

May 3rd - Monthly service at The Centre, Farthing
Corner from 6.30pm. Healing available 5.45 -615
pm, entrance £1.00, 01634 366944,

May 3rd — Special Service for those who want to learn
more about Christianity, 6:30pm, Evangelical Free
Church, Durham Road. Details 01634 388187.

May 3rd — Rainham Ladies Choir Help for Heroes
Concert with the Central Band of the RAF, Central
Theatre, Chatham, 5.00pm Tickets £10, £5 (Balcony
Wings) from 01634 848580 or 338338.

May 5th — Ramblers Association walk, 6.30pm, 2.25
miles with Margaret Goatman from Motney Hill Car
Park, Lower Rainham.

May 5th — GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm
United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham. ‘Ikebana’, ring 01634 234734

May 5th - Every Tues at The Centre, Farthing Corner,
Free healing is available from 7.30 - 9.00pm. All are
welcome. For details call one of our healing leaders,
Alan on 01634 362121 or Dave 01634 668132

May 5th - Fairview Frogs, Toddler Group, 10.00 -
11.30am each Tuesday in term time, Fairview
Community School, details from 01634 338710.

May 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Nature at the
Station, all welcome, ring 231972 for details.

May 7th — Fairview Tadpoles Parent and Baby Group,
1.15 —2.45pm term time only, Fairview Community
School, ring 01634 338710 for details.

May 7th — Wigmore Thursday Club, A Kenyan
Wedding by Tony & Betty Mitchell, 2.00pm, St
Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,

Wigmore. For people over the age of 50, ring
235507 for details.

May 8th— Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
every Friday 9.30am-—12noon . Millennium
Centre, ring Julie on 01634 364309,

May 8th — Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, 7.15pm, United Reformed Church,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham. AGM and Members
Evening, ring Mr R.W. Baker on 01634 854982

May 8th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society, Sheridan
Williams: - Fascinating facts about Solar Eclipses
especially 2009, 7.45pm Bredhurst Village Hall,
ring Trev 077717678795 for details.

May 9th - Bredhurst Annual May Day Celebrations
2p.m.Traditional procession 1.45p.m. . Entrance
only 50p, children Free.

May 9th— Wigmore Fellowship, Wine & Wisdom
Evening, 7.30pm, St Matthew’s Church Hall,
Ploughman’s and Raffle, BYOB & Glass, Teams
of 6- 8, £6 each, ring B Dunn 01634 378769 or R
Berwick 01634 264290 to book. Proceeds to
Charity.

May 9th — Quiz Night, Bredhurst Village Hall,
Tickets £7 (includes supper) from 01634 230933,

May 9th - Barnardo’s Quiz Night, 7.30pm, Lower
Hall, Millennium Centre, Rainham. Tickets £4
each, Tables of 6-8 may be booked in advance,

phone 01634 375486 or 01634 233405. Bring your

own drink and nibbles, Tea & Coffee available.

May 9th— Instep Dancing, Rainham School for Girls,
Derwent Way, Ballroom, Latin, Sequence dancing
8.00 — 11.00pm, ring 01634 363738 for details.

May 9th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, 7.30 —10.00pm. All welcome, For
more information ring 366189 or 388546.

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~
June 2nd, July 14th, Sept 22nd, Oct 27th, Dec 1s*
4 Gift vouchers
7, Find us at www.suninthewoodcraftdays. co.uk ﬁ"é

; Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

May 9th — Indoor Craft Market, Millennium Centre,
Rainham, 9.00am - 12.30pm, ring 016345 371941,

May 10th - Mountain Bike Trail, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 9.00 — 1030am. Book in advance, £1
per person, 338191,

May 10th - Bird Watching and Bird Song, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 7.00am start. For beginners to
intermediate, suitable for over 12s. Book in
advance, £2 per person, 338191,

May 10th — Ramblers Association walk, 10.00am, 5
miles with Peter & Kate Ware 01622 738609 from
Hollingbourne Station ME17 1PD.

May 10th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, 6
miles, dogs OK, meet Alma Miles 01634 865583,
10.00am, Ightham Mote car park.

May 11th — Rainham Wives meet 8.00pm Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham, ‘Waste &
Recycling un Medway” illustrated talk by Matt
Feeking. New members welcome. For more details
contact Sue on 01634 230639.

May 11th- Medway Spinners, Dyers and Weavers
7.30 — 9.30pm, Balmoral Road Church Hall (AGM
Plant bring and buy for club funds, 01634 578294,

May 11th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group
for those still in employment 7.15 - 9.00pm,
Millennium Centre, ring Julie on 01634 364309,

-May 12th - Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,
7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road,
Chatham, Mr David Carder ‘Historic Buildings of
Kent’. Ring 01474 823606 for details.

May 12th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
3.5 miles, dogs OK, meet Stephen Manning 01634
375821, 6.30pm, Anchorage House, High Street,
Chatham.

May 13th — Bredhurst W.1. 7.30pm, Village Hall,
Hurstwood Road. Resolutions meeting, ring
232617 for details.

May [3th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm,
Upchurch Village Hall. Outing to Beth Chatto’s
garden. Ring 01795 425700 or 01622 884657

May 13th - Rainham Poetry Group, 7.30pm, 40
Birling Avenue, all lovers of poetry welcome, ring
01634 260228 for details.

May 15th - Pamper Evening, Holywell School,

Upchurch, 7pm. Come along for an evening of
indulgence. Treatments : reflexology, reiki,
waxing, paraffin hand waxing, nails and more.

May 16th — Monthly Indoor Farmers Market,
Millennium Centre, 9.00am 12.30pm. Enquiries
01634 371941,

May 16th — A Night with a Difference, Bredhurst
Village Hall, 8.00pm, Tickets £6 from 01634
268544, over 14s only please.

May 16th - Race Night at The Centre, Farthing
Corner. £3.00 per person. Bring own food and
drink. All are welcome. 7.30pm For more
information ring Alan on 01634 362121

May 16th - Central Theatre, Chatham 7.30pm. City
of Rochester Symphony Orchestra with soloist
Graeme Vinall perform Mozart Clarinet Concerto,
Beethoven Eroica Symphony and Mendelssohn
Hebrides Overture. Conducted by Peter Bassano.
Tickets (£8-13, coneessions available) on 01634
338338,

May 16th - RAMASES North Kent Egyptology
Society, lecture by Dr Gareth Roberts on "The Sea
Peoples'. Newington Village Hall, Contact Annette
Jones ramases@hotmail.com

May 16th - Junior Ranger Club, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon. For accompanied
children aged 5 to 12 years. Book in advance, £1
per child, ring 337432,

May 16th - Indoor Boot Fair. 10am — 2pm, The 4th
Gillingham Sea Scout Group headquarters, St.
Georges Hall, Berengrave Lane, Rainham, (in
front of Rainham Cricket club). Tables are on sale
at £10 each, contact Julie on 01634 361061 to
book. Entry is 50p for adults and free for children.

May 17th - Cats Protection Bredhurst Cat Adoption
Centre, Matts Hill Road, (just outside Bredhurst
village) Spring Craft Fair I lam - 4pm. Craft stalls,
bric a brac, refreshments, barbeque and much
more! Entrance 50p, free parking nearby. For
information ring 01634 377267 or 01634 232471,

May 17th — Macmillan Cancer Support sponsored
walk Penshurst Place, registration £3, 01622
600050,

Continued on Page 11
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Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 263817
Mobile: 07850 996832

Gas safely checks

A.C. Domestics

ocalls af your convenience

Service, repair and installation
ol gas central heating, boilers,
[ires, gas and clectric cookers,
Landlord certificates,

Over 20 years experienci,
CORGI reg. 206985

01634 234963 / 07799887754

TURF - BARK - COMPOSTS
AGGREGATES
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
TOPSOIL IN BULK BAGS
(app 1 ton) OR LOOSE
RUBBISH BULK BAGS
—you fill, we collect
IDEAL FOR GARDEN CLEARANCE
LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN

INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700

| AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS
« RECEPTION PROBLEMS?
* NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!
« REPAIRS « EXTRA TV POINTS
* CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
+ FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
« COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREEESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464

Medway Bathrooms

Luxury to basic
Design & Install

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

carL. Tox Vision

REPAIRS

Television Repairs & Tune in / Setup

Home Computer Help
Need sofiware installed? Virus problems?
Watch and learn at home
Usually same day service
Qualified engineer
30 years experience
Reasonable rales

MED 360367




] i A I D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
T ESTABLISHED OVER 2() YEARS

ane. Rainham. _'\_“tr'u"“
Kent MES TEG * Tax
Tel: 01634 375222 Book-keeping
Fax: 01634 371318 = Payroll
E Mail: adminiajadaccountants.co.uk = Audit
WWW.jad 24.com = Associated Services

HOME HELP

For the elderly, mobility poor and those convalescing in
Medway. Carefully chosen, friendly and reliable staff to
help with your domestic requirements, shopping, and
accompany you to the shops or appointments . A caring
support service to maintain your independence.

Contact 7AKE CARE 01634 316821

Qualified fechnicion. References available

D 0 I T4 U home improvements|handyman

Kitchens ® Bathrooms ® Tiling ® Radiators ® Doors * Sockets
Floaring # Lighting # Blinds ® Shelves  Small jobs welwme!

Cull Rob now for a free estimate!
01634 261502 | 07759 635678 | www.doitdu.org

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!
Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
Mo solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

GREG NS
CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
A1 RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

...... Bookings only....
Airports—Hospitals—Days/Nights out
Nightclubs—Friendly and Reliable

*  Gatwick from £55.00 *
*  Heathrow from £75.00 *
Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

i;- ~ LADY DECORATOR

VJJ',,, Karen Spooncer

;'ﬂ\}:}\‘ Apprenticeship served

Y Fully qualified with 13 years ' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken

Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01634 233815 Mobile: 0778 0810 3 lﬁl

Back & Body Treatments
Why let pain ruin your life, Break firee.
I can help you.

Back, Neck, Frozen Shoulder, Arms, Wrists and Legs
I can help ease the pain of many illnesses as well,
Bowen Therapy, Message & Reflexology
Bren Barry —ESBT. BCMA. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Hands & Gillingham Volunteer Centre is
looking for help. Do you have a few hours a month
to spare to join our Board of Trustees?

The Centre offers support to local residents. Through
its team of volunteers it offers transport, gardening,
befriending, mentoring and ESOL services, as well
as recruiting and placing volunteers with other
registered charities and community groups.

The Board of Trustees is responsible for the
continued existence of the organisation, to ensure it
has professional work practices and is financially
viable.

Mark, Else and Richard are doing a good job but
need some extra assistance. Do you think you could
be that person? Could you help with any tasks such
as publicity, helping with our road-show stand,
research grant opportunities or fund-raising?”
Perhaps, if you do not want to immediately commit
to any tasks, you could attend meetings to offer your
opinion and ensure there is always a quorum. The
Board meets approximately every 2 months.

We are looking for people who are concerned about
their community, who have a positive attitude
towards helping others, and can co-operate as a
member of a team.

If you are interested or just want to find out a bit
more please call Ann Hopley on 01634 362119 or
call into the office at Cranford House, 24a Longley
Road, Rainham.

RAINHAM LIBRARY.

A knitting group will meet fortnightly at Rainham
Library, Mondays at 2pm. We will be knitting for
charity and would be grateful to receive donations of
new or used knitting wool and needles

Thank you. Phil (Philomena) Chairman. Friends of
Medway Libraries.

Pampered and Polished|
FACIALS WAXING

MANICURES PEDICURES
EYEBROWS AND LASHES
Gift Vouchers Available
Appeintimenis
01634 370697 07849 276057
Wigmore based treatment room For
more information call Mandy

CHARITY SHOP

St. Peter's, Bredhurst, Charity Shop raised £3,269
during 2008. £30 will sponsor a nesting box for the
Hawk & Owl Trust and £80 the education of an
Indian child. St. Peter's has received £1.145, the
Parish of South Gillingham £492, and the
Samaritans, St. Dunstan's and Macmillan Cancer
Care each received £506. The shop is open next to
the village hall in Hurstwood Road on Wednesdays
and Saturdays from 1.30-3.30pm.

CALENDAR COMPETITION

Help Rainham Bookshop create a Rainham 2010
Calendar on the theme of *What Rainham Means to
You'Submissions of old or new photographs of
buildings, events, views, groups or anything else that
represents Rainham to you are welcome. £1 from
each calendar sold will be donated to the St
Margaret’s Heritage Fund.

There will be twelve winning photographs, the
overall winning picture will be on the front cover.
All winners will receive a free copy of the finished
calendar plus a £30 Rainham Bookshop Voucher for
the overall winner and a £10 Rainham Bookshop
Voucher each for the other eleven.

Closing date for entries is Friday 29th May, winners
will be notified by 5th June. Entry forms available
from Rainham Bookshop, 17-19 Station Road.

CHOIR MEMBERS NEEDED

St Margarets Church are looking for children aged 7
and above and adults who can sing in parts to join
the choir. We meet for practise on Wednesday
evening and then sing at Sunday morning services,
We also offer lots of varied social activities and
choral events throughout the year. If you are
interested we would love to hear from you please
call Barry Kemp on 01634 365231 for more details
or email louisekempl @sky.com,

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

18 nce

« Full Instaliation Service = Worktop Jointing
« AllMajor Brands  Competitive Prices

« Large Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient, Friendly, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

e Plumbing
T.R_T. & Heatmg v

DAVID TATTON Fuily qualified e
Installation * Maintenance * Service » Heating §
Gas Fires « Bathrooms » All general plumbing
« Power Flushing
Corgi Registered No. 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

1gineer

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved
DECORATING - Internal / External
Established 1988

NEIL MACE
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
Rainham 07792 244315




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR APRIL

The late Dr Eric Treacy, one-time Bishop of
Wakefield, was a well known photographer of steam
engines. "A familiar picture", he once wrote in one of
his books, "but | must include it. It breathes the
atmosphere of a spring day on Shap." 1 can only hope
that these Nature Notes for April will be as successful
as Treacy's photograph and will breath the atmosphere
of a spring day on the marshes of the island of Elmley.
The photograph shows a train of parcel vans near the
hamlet of Greenholme in what is now Cumbria. The
line side fields are separated by either stone walls or
straggly hawthorn hedges. Clumps of sycamore trees
provide some shelter from the winds. An impressive
group of the Westmorland fells tower in the
background. In the fields or in the higher fells, unseen
by the camera, lapwing, redshank, oyster catcher.
snipe and curlew would doubtless have been preparing
to breed. All five of these species are present in winter
on the island of Elmley (which is part of the Isle of
Sheppey) but only the first three breed there.

The grazing marshes of Elmley have been designated
as a National Nature Reserve. The marshes are divided
by a network of ditches and fresh water fleets, many
of which are lined with common reed. The grassland is
managed by the selective grazing of cattle and sheep
s0 as to provide varieties of subtly different habitats.
In the spring the short, grazed grassland, with
scattered tussocks, encourages the resident lapwings
and redshanks to breed there.

I entered onto the reserve at Straymarsh Cottages and
proceeded slowly along the bumpy track, making a
number of stops on the way. Birds and mammals
beside the track take no notice of visitors provided that
they stay in their cars. In the air a couple of male
lapwings were competing with each other in a
courtship ritual. They were seeking to attract a mate
by means of exuberant, twisting and tumbling
displays, accompanied by mewing calls. These song
flights are a classic herald of spring and a memorable
feature of the English countryside.

Other harbingers of spring are the swallow, the brown
hare and the skylark. A number of newly arrived

swallows were indeed flying backwards and
forwards over the grassland on both sides of the
track. The Island is one of the important habitats in
Kent of the hare and | came across two of them as |
drove slowly along. Both were solitary and not
involved in the courtship rite which has led them to
be described as "mad" March hares.

Skylarks are fairly common on the grazing marshes
and one very nearby encouraged me to stop for a
while. The song of the skylark, as it hovers high in
the air, is another evocative sound of Spring. A little
further along the track, a flash of yellow caught my
eye; it was the sight of a male yellow wagtail, a
delightful and dainty summer visitor. This particular
wagtail makes its nest in a depression in the ground
in water meadows, well hidden under a cover of
vegetation.

In due course I came to Kings Hill Farm, the HQ of
the RSPB on the island. I then walked down to the
Wellmarsh Scrape which is deliberately flooded
grazing land. Crossing over a reed filled dyke on the
way to a hide overlooking the scrape I heard the
"plop" of a water vole as it entered the water. The
reserve is a stronghold in Kent of the vole and, being
used to visitors, they are quite tame.

The scrape consists of a number of little islands,
surrounded by water, which are intended to give
some protection from predatory mammals such as
foxes and stoats. Visible from the hide were
hundreds of waders including lapwing and avocets. |
could hear the occasional alarm call of a redshank
which is a nervous, noisy and restless bird at any
time of the year. But | failed to see or hear any
courtship display of a redshank or oyster catcher.
What I did see, on the horizon, was the slow and
lazy flight of a marsh harrier. These particular
harriers are quite common on Elmley where they
nest on the ground, usually in reed beds, but also in
fields of rape or wheat adjoining the reserve. Their
presence is not good news for nesting waders;
mammals and amphibians comprise much of their
diet but they also take nestlings of marshland birds.

1 much enjoyed my visit to Elmley but I have to say
that I would have enjoyed, even more, a spring day
on Shap, listening to the silence of the Westmorland

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

Ged East D.S.A. AD.I.

42 Sunningdale Drive
Rainham
Kent ME8 9EQ

GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

STEP-UP

www.stepuploftladders.co.uk
For a free quote please ring

Accountants and
Tax Consultants

W 01634 374502 | L | LOFT LADDERS
07923 618033 I ; Choice of models to suit your needs SALTER-McLEAN & Co.
G E DRIVING Also new loft hatches, loft flooring Wigmore
SCHOOL OF MOTORING

& lighting fitted if required We offer an efficient and persor

STAIRLIFTS 5

straight & curved

www.Salter-Mclean.co.uk or
Telephone 01634 313866
01795 554042 or 07870 559172 for & free init nsultation

8

Fells, and watching the trains go by with the Bishop
of Wakefield.

Joe Ennis
PS The most direct route to the Island of Elmley is
over the old lifting bridge across The Swale and not
over the new flyover. For the interest of any railway
enthusiasts, the engine in Treacy's photograph was an
unnamed and unrebuilt Patriot (45542) helped at the
back by an unidentified tanker from Tebay shed.

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM Easter Primroses
Joe Ennis” Nature Notes in April’s Action Forum
brought back very early memories of my childhood
and how we decorated St Margaret’s Church for
Easter in the early 1920s. Each section of the
congregation took charge of its own area, the more
important places like the font, the pulpit, the chancel
and the south porch were the privilege of the more
important people i.e. the Vicars wife, Mrs W.A.R.
Ball, Mrs Scott and Mrs Richard Wakeley etc. The
Sunday School turned the north porch into a beautiful
Easter garden. The window at the back on the south
wall by the tower was the responsibility of the
Rainham Girl Guides and like the others, no doubt,

we were determined that our effort should be the best.

That’s where Joe Ennis Bredhurst Wood comes into
the story. Although primroses grew freely on the
other side of Boxley Hill we only knew of them
growing anywhere near us in a wood reached by
crossing an open space opposite Bredhurst Church.
Our design for the window included an enormous
cross of primroses standing up from a garden of
spring flowers.

So on Good Friday we set out with our picnic
equipment in the trek cart to gather primroses at
Bredhurst. True they were there, but not in great
numbers so after our picnic and a rest we set to and
picked every flower that dared to show its face — not
one escaped.

On Saturday we tied our well watered little bunches
to a big wooden cross and joined other enthusiastic
decorators in Church. [ well remember the busy
atmosphere, with Ladies, choir, Sunday School, Girl
Guides and all the others rushing about spilling water
and getting in each others way. By midday the work
had to be finished and order restored in time for the
afternoon weddings.

In subsequent years we found that our raid on
Bredhurst ceased to supply sufficient material for our

cross even when our own gardens were also
denuded. So we became dependant for our window
on a share of the armfuls of daffodils that Mrs
Wakeley always sent from her fields at
Meresborough. Her house is now Bryony School.
Maybe Joe Ennis would say that we were partially,
at least, responsible for the loss of primroses at
Bredhurst, although such loss has also happened all
around. I was thrilled to see that this year there have
been small patches of primroses in the woods and
banks round the Scragged Oak area. Perhaps they
are coming back.
One memory leads to another and in 1940 when the
school children were evacuated to South Wales
some of us became involved with the local church
and Sunday School. We were always eager to keep
the children occupied during the holidays so we
decided we would show Brynna how we decorated
Rainham Church for Easter. We made a large
wooden cross and on Good Friday set off for the
railway embankment, where we were told the best
primroses grew. They certainly did, great banks of
long stemmed flowers just what we needed. The
children picked baskets full with no danger of not
leaving some to grow next year. The only trouble
was that they were all covered in black smuts and
had to be gently but thoroughly washed before we
could use them. We made our cross and collected
enough fish paste pots to fill with flowers to hang
on the end of every pew.,
Brynna had not been altogether sure that such
goings on were in order for their church but on
Sunday morning all agreed that the enthusiastic
efforts of the children, including some of their own,
added to the joy of that wartime Easter.
Helena Thomas
Editor: On April 2nd this year Helena celebrated her
100th birthday. She was delighted with all the cards
she received including, of course, one from the
Queen but pride of place went to the hand made
cards from children particularly one signed by all
the pupils and staft at Brynna School, South Wales.
City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra
Sat 16th May, 7.30pm Central Theatre, Chatham
Mozart Clarinet Concerto, Beethoven Eroica
Symphony and Mendelssohn Hebrides Overture.
Tickets (£8-13, concs available) on 01634 338338,

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
* CHIPPING

e LINDSA

« MULCH

« FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER Pt
For all your Plumbing Services d
RF. iy HELP is on its way
UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
POWER FLUSHING
LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Fte.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam 1o 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES 0SN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Munn Academy of Dance
. Pupils from age 2yrs to professional =2,

Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym, 40
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition ¢
Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner |.D.T.A.

Medway 234168

Security Installation
and Maintenance

* Access Control

= Automated Gates/Barriers

= CCTV, Fire & Intruder Alarms

Total Security Services
t01634 387 762 m 0791 561 5535

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 378885 01795 841607

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

For 24 hour service call 07738 921296
Builders &

‘U Decorators

EXTENSIONS « GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383
86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-ME8 TNJ

CLEANING
OF DRIVES & PATIOS
Sealing & Repairs
We Do The Dirty Work For
You...And Bring It Back Like

McCourts
01634 375569
0800 298 7338
www.mccourtskent.co.uk
51 Wigmore Road, Wigmore,
Gillingham

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GENLERAL CONMMERCIALY
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds [/ Institue of Carpenters
TOPQUALITY VT COMPETITIVE
115

MR ARCHER — Tel: 01634 389604
Muobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE
BOILERCARE

+ Full Corgi Registration
* All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Jigsaw Drivi

friendly, patient and reliable tuition

g Schoo L]

Gift Vouchers Available
For more information or to apply online
www. jigsawdrivingschool.co.uk
01634 378018
or text 07812695921

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work
incl stump grinding

Free quotations
Joel Sims

11 Megby Close Rainham MES 9EP
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798

Diary 2009

May 17th — Rainham Methodist Church Centre,
{corner of Station Rd & Wakeley Rd) Service of
Prayer & Reflection, 4pm. For more details please
call Rev Sam Funnell on 239890,

May 17th — Ramblers Association walk, 10.00am, 4
miles with Lesley & Terry Thomson 07958574363
from Robin Hood PH Bluebell Hill, MES 9RJ.

May 17th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk,
5.5 miles, no dogs, meet John Williams 01622
764821, 10.00am, Upnor Castle.

May 17th - Gillingham Golf Club Open Day -
Woodlands Road, Gillingham 2:00 pm. to 6:00
p.m. Contact Karen on 01634 853017 .

May 18th — Rainham Wives, Travel Slides & Talk
including Fiji with Terry Sullivan, (see 11th May)

May 18th — Rainham Evening Women’s Institute,
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, 364702 for details.

May 19th — GHS Floral Art Group, Petite/Miniature
Workshop with Muriel Smailes, (see 5th May)

May 19th — RSPB Medway Local Group Talk, Strood
Library, 7.45 — 10.00pm, £3.00. Birds and their
Habitats by David Elcombe.

May 20th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Nigel and Jane
Blackmore — an illustrated talk ‘Botswana Orphans’
Garden’, 8.00pm Bredhurst Village Hall, ring
01634 233554 for details.

May 21st — Wigmore Thursday Club, Mystery
Animals in Kent - Neil Amold, (sec 7th May)

May 21:22:23:28:29:30th - “'Mr Wonderful' by James
Robson, Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham. Curtain up
at 8.00pm. Box Office 01634.233660

May 22nd - Medway Geographical Society, 7.30m-
9.00pm Adult Education Centre, Green Street,
Gillingham, AGM followed by items from unusual
angles — Mr Tony Mitchell, ring 362683.

May 23rd - Macklands House annual plant sale. Open

10am until 1pm. More information from 01634
366873 or 07795506795,

May 23rd — St Matthews Community Concert,
7.30pm, tickets £7 from 372508, El-Andaluz
Algerian virtuoso quartet who play and sing
classical Arabian and Andalusian music.
Instruments include the oud and derbouka

May 23rd — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 9th
May)

May 23rd — Instep Dancing, (see 9th May)

May 24th — Ramblers Association walk, 10.00am,
5 miles with Tony & Ann Faulkner 01634
406634 from Shipbourne Dene Park car park,
A227 Puttenden Road TNI1 9RJ.

May 24th — Hempstead Village Fayre, Playing
Fields at Harrow Road, 11.30am—5.00pm, for
details contact Eileen on 01634 233676

May 24th — Medway Towns Footpaths Group
walk, 4 miles. no dogs. meet John Howard 01732
841433, 2.00pm, West Peckham near Church.

May 27th - Mini Beast Hunt, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am ~ 12noon. For accompanied
children aged 5 to 12 years. Book in advance, £1
per child, ring 337432,

May 27th — Ramblers Association walk, 7.00pm,
4.5 miles with Peter & Ann Green 01634 718895
Ranscombe Farm Car Park, Cuxton ME2 1LB.

May 27th - Rainham Poetry Group, 5.45 —
8.15pm, Sunlight Centre, Richmond Road,
Gillingham, ring 01634 260228 for details.

May 28th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Service &
Medway Older Person’s Partnership by Tricia
Butt, (see 7th May).

May 28th - Rainham & District Dolls’ House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, The Howard
Memorial Hall, Woodside, Wigmore, contact
01634 312038 for details.

Continued on Page 13
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CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent, MES 8AT

24 Hour Recovery. 8am—6pm Tel: Medway 377803
After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

Boiler-Tech Services

Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs — LPG and Oil
Al work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP
CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
{over 30 years' experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564




STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved, Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY
01634 361472 or 07789 632438

il [

| I
Frigoots Comamces

o ' = Specialists in Walls, Floors _ff' T
|l Slate, Terracotta and Mosaics

!, — ;'I.Supplied and Iixed =——-
| L or labour only ! I

L !
T 01634 235714

ANV .
ROOFING ’

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MEB 8NS
Domestic Installer

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH
BIRCH RL)'SEARC H

Hhe family Ristory researchier with the personal touch
Mrs Lisa M. Birch
16 Moor Park Close. Rainfiam, Kent MES Q8
Tel: 07981 &56
o uf E-masl: £isa. Birch@btinternet.com

Web stte: won Birchirese
Mo o

too small or too lirge

= e
Removal of Old Timber i
1 " Maintenance Free Exteriors ] i

i Fuli Ventilation with Sird Guard
i

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road. Rainham, Kent MES 0LJ

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scraiches to complete respray.

x Call for a free quote.

@ B Biind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3Js
01634 264753

ELECTRONICS
Est. 1982

-
Panasonic
i linwoodhe.com

Plasma, LCD, DVD & Home Cinema
Sales, Service, Set Up & Accessories

| 01634 230261. 70 Station Road, Rainham.,

| STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

All aspects of decorating and small ’l‘l
building werks undertaken including Block N |
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com *

-

J W DECORATORS ém
v

\'.B.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience — Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobhile: 07779987633

M & D DECKING

DECKING AND GARDENING SERVICES
Prompt and reliable service offered
Paths. weeding, hedoe trimmiing,

Gieneral tidving & clearing,

Rainhanm hased, ring me for a free guore,

Mick Eardley ... 11634 264266

Diary 2009

May 28th - Fishing Teaching, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 9.00am — 12noon. Learn the basics of coarse
fishing. Suitable for children aged 8 to 12 years.
Book in advance, £8 per child, ring 338191.

May 29th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society, Mike
Maunder: - Seeing and Photographing a Total Solar
Eclipse, (see 8th May)

May 30th — Ramblers Association walk, 10.00am, 4.7
miles with Susan Whiteoak 078719836173 from
White Rock Inn, Underriver, Sevenoaks, TN15 0SB.

May 30th - Lower Halstow Memorial Hall. Whist
Drive (each last Saturday of the month) 7.30 -
10.00pm, £3 pay at the door. Beginners welcome.

May 31st — Ramblers Association walk, 5.00pm, 4

miles with Sally Starbuck 07860243119 from Camer

Country Park, Cobham DA13 0XT.

May 31st — Medway Towns Footpaths Group walk, 5
miles, dogs OK, meet Roger Danks 01634 317993,
2.00pm, Upper Halling, Meadow Close.

June Ist ~Medway Spinners, Dyers and Weavers
Spinning, (see 1 1th May)

June Ist — Rainham Wives, More about St Dunstan’s
with Steve Pendleton, (see 11th May)

June 2nd - Ramblers Association walk, 10.30am, 4
miles with Frank Ewen Cliffe Church ME3 7QF,
June 2nd — GHS Floral Art Group. Hand-tied in a box

workshop, (see 5th May)

@rchard Windeows (Kent) L
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches
Soffit & Fascia - Composite & Bi-Fold Doors
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

June 3rd - Tiny Tots, Riverside Country Park,

10am-2pm. Arts and crafts for younger children.
Suitable for accompanied children aged 2 to 5.
Drop in any time, no need to book £1 per child.

June 3rd - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Cricket Pavilion, Berengrave Lane, Quiz Night,
all welcome, ring 231972 for details.

June 4th — Ramblers Association walk, 10.30am, 3
miles with Clive & Diana Wraight from Chatham
Ship & Trader PH ME4 4Q7.

June 4th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Roman
Archaeology in Medway — Vic Chidgey, (see 7th)

June 6th -~ Ramblers Association walk, 10.00am &
2.00pm, 7 miles Geoff Ettridge 07525161766
from High Halstow Church ME3 8SI..

June 6th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 9th May)

June 7th-—Ramblers Association walk 10.00am 8§
miles from Bredhurst Commuter Car Park.

June 7th - Macmillan Cancer Care Unit celebrate
the impending opening of the Macmillan Cancer
Care Unit at a Service of Thanks, Rochester
Cathedral from 3pm. Call 01622 600050,

June 7th—Medway Towns Footpaths walk 6 miles,
no dogs, 10.00am .Oare Marshes car park.

June 7th - Monthly Sunday service at The Centre,
Farthing Corner (see May 3rd)

June 8th — Rainham Wives, *Ability Outlet’, demo
and talk about useful gadgets with Graham
Johnson, (see 11th May)

June 9th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,
Mrs Barbara Stevens “Tales of Downe (Charles

Darwin and village) (see 12th May)

June 13 & 14th — Old Reed Bed Studios, The Street,
Lower Halstow, Summer Open Studio, 12-6pm
Details 01795 842481,

June 16th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Strood Library, 7.45 — 10.00pm, £3.00. Buttertlies
of Britain Peter Kirby www.medway-
rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.

Treat Your Feet!

Qualified Foot Health Practitioner

Painful corns & hard skin remaoved
Verrucae. Fungal infection treatment

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Diabetic foot care For a complete legal service
Ingrown & thickened toenails. Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
i For a home appointment eall 7 Saturday/evening appointments may be available
Lynda on 01634 235298 email: enguiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

HOME HELPS

For all your domestic needs "
Hoovering = Dusting + Laundry/ Ironing

Shopping « Meals = 1 off Blitz/Spring clean
FULLY INSURED AND REFRENCED STAFF IN YOUR HOME

Millennium Blinds

® Kent's Premier Biind Company

* Conservatory *® House Blinds

* Awnings * Window Vinyl

HOUSEMARTINS
WINNERS OF Medway Small Business C ity Care ward Medway 230330
123 High Street, Rainham, Kent. MES 8AN Showrooms: 25 High St, Rainham, Kent.
01634 366528 Office or 07904 038813 PO e
arpark at rear




Small Ads

Price:  £2.10 per line per month

Box Ads: £26.00 per month

£72.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
YOUR GARDEN CARED FOR.

A professional grower with over 50
years’ experience. Phone 01634 231363,
SOUTH OF FRANCE LUXURY
holiday home with swimming pool.
Sleeps 6. Idyllic village location close to
mountains, beach & Montpellier,
Handicap friendly. Rainham retired
landlord IF Lalor. 0033 467 443013

Or email violalalor@ gmail.com

ART WORKSHOPS & CLASSES
“Art Workout Workshop™ May 23rd
Intermediate Art Lessons Monday eves.
Call Sandra L. Martin 01634 309822
www.saa.co.uks/art/sandralmartin

ANDREW’S GARDEN SERVICES
01634 314099 or 07708508193
DENTURE REPAIRS.

Same day service by registered
technician. Home collection &

delivery included. 01634 387824

KM PLASTERING. Medway Fair
Trader. All aspects of plastering. Contact
Kevin 01634 315552 or 0785 6824 818
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. With over 300 pages &
200 photos, this is the first detailed
history of'the village. Available at £15.00
in the Rainham Bookshop, 17-19 Station
Road, Rainham. For mail order please
call 01634 310011,

PLASTERING: No job too small.

For quote phone 078968 03352
Lvenings 01634 377455

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Digging, pruning & garden maintenance.
Hanging baskets & patio pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
ATTIC ACCESS - Use your loft
space! Lofis boarded, ladders & Velux
windows fitted. Phone 01634 360176,

WATERLOO PLUMBING & Heating.

No job too small. Qver 30 years”
experience. 07712 760 147

“THE RIGHT HANDYMAN™
Small jobs - dripping taps — electric
sockets & much more. Call Margaret
on 01634 233270

CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202
APPLIANCE REPAIRS. Washing
machines, Tumble dryers, Dishwashers,
Ovens. Friendly professional service with
very low cost repairs, free call out &
advice. 0785 2901 369 or

01634 387251

MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
David 01634 363427

bf BUILDING SURVEYORS
Properties inspected & reports
compiled. Extension drawings. General
property advice given. Competitive
rates from a professional practice, Call
01634 387118.

CRANIOSACRAL THERAPIST,
Gentle & effective therapy for all ages &
conditions, Rainham based. Call Sharon
01634 373344 mob 07896 468456

NEED A PLUMBER?

For that small job or annoying leak

tel 234149,

NON SURGICAL FACE LIFTING.
Waxing, facials, electrolysis, massage,
body treatments, manicure, pedicure,
spray tanning, ear piercing ete. Also
reflexology. Established 10 years, For
more details call Sally on

01634 375999 or 07957 242268,
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 20+ vears’
experience. Phone 01634 378199,
SIMON’S PLUMBING & HEATING
24 hours, Corgi regd. No VAT

01634 325434 Mob 0788 261 0371
ACORN TILES: Kitchen, Bathroom,
Floors & Walls. No job too small, Call
Craig on 01634 575017 / 07981 237823,

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by an
established quality Rainham
Laboratory. Tel: Mardale 263766
General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Also Plumbing, Fencing, Odd Jobs.
DA Price (Medway) Est 1984

01795 842644 Mobile 07860 733980

HOUSE CLEARANCES

Houses cleared & contents disposed of
efliciently. For more information call
07921 636 154 or 01634 351356

CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits - Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails,
01634 361720

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. 01634 230799,

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388. Mob 07743 128240
PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294,  come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.
MEDITATION Courses, beginners’
& new intermediate. Use the power of
your mind 1o relieve stress and pain.
Gaia Angelicus 01795 843354,
www.gaia-angelicus.co.uk

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, ceneral
building/lofis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,

BDS. Home visits for elderly
housebound. Dentures madé and repaired.
Free of charge for people receiving
guaranteed pension credit.

Tel. 842560 (surgery hours),

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia Avenue
Church, Twydall.

Further details from 01634 302631,
BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contaet Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.
STMATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire, Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 374734 Mon, Wed, Thurs
& Fri 4.30 10 6.30pm only.

ALL SCRAP METAL WANTED
including cars with log book. Also
rubbish clearances undertaken,

Ring Debbie on 07836 585911,
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer S urgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping. Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
all types Fencing. No Job too Small,
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,

Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close. Sunday - 10.15am
Other meetings in homes.

Pastor: The Rev. P.S. | larper.
Details Tel 01795 844031,

BUILDER & DECORATOR
Any job considered, Roger Clay.
Telephone 01634 36159

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green,
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities. please
contact Richard Hayton, 01634
235799,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1Tam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers
(3-11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study
& Prayers Tues 7.45pm. Tots'n"All
(pre school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (6-10 yrs) 6.15. Fri Club
Extra (10+ yrs) 7.30 Visitors
welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood.
01634 388187,
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GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service, 01634 378763,

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 300 litre Grower Bales of Peat
£10.50. Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 242 10 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Atractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364839,

MATHEMATICS TUITION A Level
By experienced tutor — B.Sc.Hons,
Former A level Edexcel examiner.
l'elephone: 01634 233374

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 14 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons 01634 365453

RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting,

No fix, no tee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

Jjust give us a call. We come o you

and the first consultation is fiec,

Phone Michael on 01634 328537,
VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
special day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
culting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,
SPARKLES GLITTER PARTIES
Hair, Make-up, creations. Tel 376270
GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, wrling, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. City & Guilds
qualified. Shane 01634 300313 or
079234 76573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842007 or 07811 606988

M&R GARDEN SERVICES

01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733.
MEDWAY BATHROOMS. Basic to
luxury — Design & install. Friendly
service. Free quote. No job too small.
01634 387075 or 077383 66444,
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

Old Photographs of Rainham available
as posteards at 40p cach from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham. Prints
at AS, Ad and A3 also available from The
National Map Centre above the shop. To
view the current selection see
www.thenet.uk.net
M S P PLUMBING & HEATING
SERVICES. Boilers Change & Service,
Fires, Cookers. Bathrooms, Kitchens &
Tiling. No job too small. 01634 309765
07977 490748,
DEMENTIA RESPITE CENTRE
Hempstead Home gives carers a break by
providing either day care for all or part of
the day, short stay beds or a carer in the
home. For more details see
steadhome.co.uk or call 01634

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefterys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217,
LJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

(79580 72928

C & JCLEARANCE

House, Garage, Loft, Shed. Rubbish
cleared. No job too small. Fast friendly
service, KCC Registered. 01634 261749
Mobile 078127 34570 / 07970 759404
SCIENCE TUITION: A LEVEL
Chemistry, GCSE Sciences & Special
primary science classes. Fully qualified
teacher CRB checked. For details call
07950 327935

BURROWS DOWN Holiday Home for
rabbits & guinea pigs. 01634 329297
MASSAGE / BEAUTY THERAPIES
Extensive range of treatments. Very
competitive prices, Rainham area. Call Jan
01634 377522 /(7930 378834,
LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.
YOGA CLASSES. MORNING (Tu/
WelkFr) &Eve (Tw/We). Friendly L'|'.].‘i:s'l.‘fi
to improve health & wellbeing, Call Evi
01634 317463 /07742 943781

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
SUNBURST BOOKS, 21 & 23 Station
Road sells donated second hand books in
support of St Margaret’s Church Heritage
fund. Also videos and vinyl records. More
donations always are always welcome at
the shop 9.00 am to 5.00 pm Monday to
Saturday.

Rainham Tuition C

11+ Preparation
ntre
Help is at Hand

Maths

Reasoning

Etfective tuition for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent

05602 538 882

ll rates)

www.rainhamtuitioncentre

ALLWAYS
TILING SERVICES

Wall & Floor,
no job too small,
friendly & reliable service.

01634 037'7599
07877 428686

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Hebditch

A *Plastering
Hroperty %
‘~;encvallon5J * Alterations
——— «Extensions
* Plastering over artex
* Complete property refurbs
Tel 01634 389675

07721 365630

189 Bredhurst Rd Falt Trier

Wigmore




JOHN STYLES Sunburst Books
FLAT ROOFING 21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham

Selling second hand books in support of

General Roof Repairs St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund
Strip & Re-felt Browsers always welcome
All Work & Materials Guaranteed Whether you are looking for a good read,

a reference book, an out of print title or just

Free Written Quotation enjoy browsing through a wide variety of
MEDWAY 374028 both very old and recent publications

Sunburst Books is well worth a visit.

Hallett’s \cond)

Plumbing &

Heating Chris Hallett
CENTRAL HEATING

; b REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROCFS, NEW ROOFS
Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS For roe estimates iopnone. 0 1 034 375069

01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS GIFTS & GLAMOUR

Builders : :
Established 1971 37 Rainham Shopping Centre

01634 360060
New range of fascinators,
bags & accessories for special occasions.

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting

Roofing & Plumbing Traditional wooden toys: yoyos, puppets etc.
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222 Norfolk Lavender products
rﬂ___"" CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind S.B Plastering & Construction Services
] Manufacturers Ltd
W Free Quotation and Vetiloale All aspects of plastering rendering, pebble dashing,
Measure Curtains Fitting Service - skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
Raman Blinds Visit our TR All work Guaranteed.
—— Showroom Behind | 2127128 Over 25 years experience.
Tracks and Poles Wyevale Garden Canservatsty
v ma— | Centre, Hempstead Rnitas Call Scott
= 01634 817807 e 07515 630545 or 01795 844336

Jn time of need ...
JOHN WEIR

= o -
Funeral Dirvectors PSATEY
A private family owned and run business %
* 24 hour Personal Service * Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
* Monumental Masons * Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4Q.J Parkwood
Kent ME8 8AR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW




