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The small cart on the right of this picture outside ‘The Lion” in Rainham High Street looks very like the fever
cart that was used to transport patients suffering from diphtheria or scarlet fever to the 1solation hospital at
Keycol in the early years of the 20th century when Rainham was part of Milton Union. This month we begin
a series of articles by Audrey Perkyns about Milton Union in the 19th century.

Robert J. Kitnhey

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
BRICK EXTENSIONS AND

COMPLETE HOUSES ﬁ:ﬁ NO JOB TOO BIG
ALSO MAINTENANCE = OR TOO SMALL
DIVISION Medway 363669

WHERE NO INFERIOR TRADESMEN OR MATERIALS ARE USED




Next Issue: January [7th 2009
Copy Date: Jan 5th Sm Ads Jan 9th

Editorial: Barbara Mackay Miller
Advertising: Hamish Mackay Miller

5 Meresborough Cottages, MES §PP
Telephone: 231307 or contact

Action Forum Office, 21 Station Rd, Rainham
(above Sunburst Books)

Telephone: 310011 Email: af@thenet.uk.net

Editorial

We do seem to be rather good at selecting extreme
weather conditions for our holidays away with the
Guides. Our May camp coincided with torrential rain
and we spent most of the week paddling through
inches of mud. November we knew would be damp
and chilly but we had not expected the sprinkling of
snow that greeted us on Sunday morning. Inside a
centrally heated holiday house we were able to enjoy
the un-seasonal view and the girls enjoyed the
experience of cooking egey bread in the snow.
Fortunately, unlike the mud, the snow rapidly
vanished and caused little inconvenience but it does
make you wonder what next?

Joe Ennis has been venturing a little further from
home recently and this month pays a visit to our
namesake Rainham, Essex. Rainham marshes have a
RSPB nature reserve complete with modern Visitor
Centre and all the accessories. It sounds a fantastic
place to visit for anyone interested in wildlife. I have
Just been reading in the paper that £35 million has
been pledged by the government for the first stages of
a Thames Gateway parklands project that would link
22 parklands along both sides of the Thames estuary
from the Olympic site in east London to Southend on
the north and Faversham on the south coasts including
the Isles of Grain and Sheppey. The scheme sounds
ambitious, 100 miles of coastal path and reopened
landing points for ferries across the estuary.
Apparently areas of industrial land, firing ranges and
polluted arcas would be drained, decontaminated and
rejuvenated! Presumably this is all envisaged to
enhance our rather bleak industrial landscape for the
two weeks of the Olympic Games in 2012 but if any
of the scheme is actually delivered it can only be to
our advantage.

Father Christmas will be touring the area again this
year with the Lions and Rotary volunteers pulling his
sleigh. The annual collection for local charities last
year raised a substantial sum and they hope to raise
even more this month. The dates they will be in your
area are in our Diary, please look out for them and
give as generously as you are able. [ am sure they will
make plenty of noise so you know when they are
approaching. To get you in the Christmas mood we
include details of Carol Congerts, services and
pantomimes so there is plenty to do this month as an

antidote and relaxation after your hectic shopping
sprees.  As is our normal custom we will be
producing our next edition of Action Forum as a
combined January / February issue on January 17th
and then back to our normal first Saturday of the
month March 7th.. This gives our distributors a well
deserved short rest and hopefully avoids any nasty
weather that may arrive. Many thanks to all the
hundred plus people who help distribute Action Forum
cach month - your efforts are very much appreciated,
we wish you, our advertisers and our readers a very
happy Christmas and new year and we will see you
again in January,

Correspondence

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM
Dear Editor,

The photograph on the front of the October 2008
edition of Action Forum looks to be taken in the late
1890s or early 1900s. This reminds me of my
grandfather William Poole who was the village
Policeman for Rainham during that period. He lived in
Station Road with his family, wife, two daughters and
seven sons. As far as I know the boys including my
father all joined the Army during the first world war as
part of the 15/19 Kings Royal Hussars Regiment. My
father Walter Hillier Poole was on the Somme and
received the Military Medal.

My grandfather was very strict with his sons and if
they committed any misdeeds they were thrashed and
tied to their beds for days. Duri ng his career my
grandfather rose to be a Superintendent in the Police
and moved all over the place finishing his time in
Dartford. T would love to know if anyone has any
knowledge of the Poole family, however I fear I may
have left it too late to enquire!

Yours sincerely

I Clark

31 Bayswater Drive
THE SEVEN SUMMITS
Dear Editor

On Saturday 24th January 2009 at 7.30pm in St
Paul's Church Parkwood we have invited Jo Gambi to
come and speak at what should be an inspiring event.
Jo and her husband Rob, who was in remission from
cancer for the second time, climbed all the hi ghest
summits in each of the seven continents and skied to
both the North and the South Poles all within less than
two years. Jo herself is in the Guinness Book of
Records for the fastest female ascent of the 7 summits
and she is also only the second British woman to have
climbed Everest by the North/North East ridge. She is
the author of an inspiring book of her experiences
‘Holding On'.

Tickets (£6-50 which includes a pudding and coffee)
are available through our Box Office: 01634 366189,
Yours sincerely
Chris Butt
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JACK BLANCHARD
Dear Editor,

We, at the Centre, Farthing Corner, would like to
wish Action Forum a very Happy Christmas and thank
you for the great job you do in being a focal point for
the community.

We believe that forming a strong community spirit is
the way forward in these sometimes difficult times,
The Halloween party in support of Jack Blanchard and
his family, (Jack, 13 years old, was severely beaten up
by a large gang of youths in Parkwood and died twice
in the ambulance ) was a great success and we raised
£300. Jack is progressing very slowly and I like to
think that all the good wishes from the good people of
our community will be felt by him and his family.

Thank you Action Forum and Merry Christmas.

Yours sincerely
Jane Marvell
RAINHAM MARK
Dear Editor

Regarding Rainham Mark's early years T wonder if
any older AF readers remember the allotments on the
north side of London Road? The stony entrance
path was between a fish and chip shop and another
building possibly the first of the shops still there.. As
you walked along this path on the cast side were a
large number of allotments. Each was fenced and
some were hedged and all had gates to lock. Nothing
unusual in allotments but these each had a 'property’
used as their shed parallel to the fence or hedge. Some
were possibly Ist world war army huts, others had
been knocked together from various materials
especially corrugated iron. There were also old
railway carriages and my maternal grandfather Joe
Norton had one of these as his 'shed’, The
compartments had been removed, but we still used the
tip-up washbasin and the windows were raised and
lowered by their leather straps, the doors had their
original handles. This was 1939-40 during the war
years and we used to go there during the
evening and at weekends, weather permitting, to the
long allotment strip which stretched ri ght up to the
bgardens of the houses in Hawthorn Avenue. |
assume all the tenants had 1o leave after the war and
the area was cleared to provide building land for much
needed housing.

Yours sincerely
Alan Major
41 Heaton Road Canterbury, CTI 3PY 01227 459246

NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
Dear Editor,

Bredhurst Busy B's Playgroup are holding a New
Year Celebration on Wednesday 31st December
7.30pm at Bredhurst Village Hall. This will be a
family event for all ages, with entertainment, a disco
and karaoke. There will be a cash prize for the best
adult and best child’s performances in the karaoke,
and a dance competition with prizes for children.
Tickets priced at £7.50 for adults and £3 for children
are available from June Cox 01634 268544 or 07842
216116. They will only be available in advance and
need Lo be booked early to avoid disappointment. The
price includes all soft drinks, snacks and sweets for
the children. Please bring your own food, alcohol and
glasses. All proceeds from this event will go to the
ongoing upkeep of Bredhurst Village Hall.

Yours sincerel
Mrs June Cox

GWENDOLINE CHIPPERFIELD
Dear Editor

['am appealing for help in trying to trace any person
who may have memories of Gwendoline May Bear
(nee Chipperfield).

Gwendoline was born 07/08/1899. In the 19405 she
lived with her father, Rudolph, at 140, Edwin Road.
She worked as a governess/teacher. In 1949 she
married Henry Bear and together they ran the
Rainham Mark Post Office until her death aged 65 on
07/12/1964. Maybe some readers will remember Miss
Chipperfield as their teacher or as Mrs Bear at the
Post Office,

[ would be grateful for any information at all and
can be contacted by phone post or email.

Yours sincerely

Raymond Chipperfield

137, St Williams Way

Thorpe St Andrew

Norwich, Norfolk NR7 0AN
01603 431904  email: avchipperfield @ yahoo.co.uk

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of quality products for 25 years
* Conservatories — designed and built
* Upgrades to existing roofs
* New energy rated "A" uPVC windows & doors
* Misted units replaced s Soffit & fascia replacements
For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

MEDWAY FAIR TRADERS

FENSA

m~.Curtains & Blinds
|~ __FINDLAY DESIGNS

Hand Made Curtains,
Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets

Roman, Vertical and Roller Blinds

01634 262135/

Sharon Findlay o

L4
i wfl
ability Outlet
LCOUK
What we do... We sell, service, hire, install, insure,
part exchange, deliver, train, fix.

Mohility Scooters, Rise & Recline Chairs, Stair Lifts,
Bath Lifts, Walk in Baths, Wheelchairs & lots more
7 Station Road, Rainham
Tel 01634 375537 _J




Diary 2008

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af@thenet.uk.net or

5. Meresborough Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent MES

Diary Copy Date: 5th January

December 6th — Rainham Indoor Farmers Market,
Millennium Centre, (behind the Cricketers) 9.00am
— 12.30pm, stalls available, ring 01634 371941.

December 6th - St. Peter's Church Christmas Fayre,
Bredhurst Village Hall 2-4pm. Entry 50p for
Adults, children free. Attractions include Father
Christmas, Grand Draw, Children's Activities and
many stalls. The Charity Shop next door will also
be open from 1.30pm, enquiries 361263.

December 6th - Deanwood Primary School, Christmas
Fayre 12noon — 3.00pm. Adults 50p, children 20p,
Pre school Free Visit Santa’s Grotto, tombolas, hot

and cold refreshments. book stall, cakes. Open to all.

Details from 07817 825859
December 6th — Countryside Event, Christmas Card

Workshop, Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am —

2.00pm, £1 per child, drop in anytime no booking.

December 6th - 4th Gillingham Sea Scout group
pamper evening, 7.00-10.00pm, St. George’s Hall
Scout Headquarters, Berengrave Lane, Rainham. To
book a stall at £10 each please contact me ASAP.
Entry is £2pp in advance or £3 on the night. Julie
Clayton 01634 361061 or 07759 539796.

December 6th — All day — Book Sale at The Dickens
Christmas Festival outside Rochester Library.

December 6th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 -10.00pm. New and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner. For more
information ring 366189 or 388546.

December 6 & 7th - Christmas Open Studio Event at
the Old Reed Beds Studios, The Street, Lower
Halstow,12noon — 5.00pm daily, studio
telephone:01795 842481

December 7th — Countryside Event, Winter Wildlife,
Darland Banks, 9.00am — 12noon, £1 per person,
book in advance on 812196,

December 7th - Holywell School Upchurch
Christmas Fair, 2.00-4.00pm. Come along for
some festive fun. Games, tombolas, raffle,
refreshments and lots more. Hope to see you there!

December 7th — Medway Towns Footpath Group
walk, 10.00am, Upchurch Golf Club, 4 miles, no
dogs, ring 01634 375821.

December 7th — Countryside Event, Christmas Card
Workshop, Riverside Country Park, 10.00am —
2.00pm, £1 per child, drop in anytime no booking.

December 8th — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Hempstead.

December 8th- Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, NEW group for those still in employment,
7.15pm, St Margaret’s Millennium Centre,
Rainham. Ring Julie on 01634 364309 for details.

December 8th — Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan
Club Club meet for bingo, a raffle, tea and biscuits
at Howard Hall, Woodside 2.00 — 4.00pm. All
over 50s welcome, ring 362662 for details.

December 8th — Medway Spinners, Dyers and
Weavers 7.30 — 9.30pm, Balmoral Road Church
Hall(entrance to left of the church), Christmas
Party, ring 01634 578294 for details.

December 8th — Rainham Wives meet 8.00pm
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham,
Christmas Quiz and mince pies. New members of
all ages are very welcome. We have a variety of
speakers/activities etc. Subs £1.50 per meeting,
this includes coffee and biscuits, for more details
contact Sue on 01634 230639.

December 9th - Fairview Frogs, Toddler Group
meets Tuesdays in term time 10.00 — 11.30am in
the Foundation Stage Unit at Fairview Community
Primary School, £2 per family, more details from
01634 337810 (term time).

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow ~

Feb 3rd—Apr 7th
Gift vouchers

7 ) Find us at www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk ﬂ)’;
} Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

&

K.Gillard %
Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 263817
Mobile: 07850 996832

Gas salety checks

A.C. Domestics

_calls at vour convenience

Serviee, repanr and mstallation
ol gas central heating, hoilers,
fires, gas and eleetric cookers.
Landlord certlicates.

Over 20 years experience.
CORGI reg. 206985

01634 234963 / 07799887754

TURF - BARK - COMPOSTS
AGGREGATES
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
TOPSOIL IN BULK BAGS
(app 1 ton) OR LOOSE
RUBBISH BULK BAGS
~ you fill, we collect
IDEAL FOR GARDEN CLEARANCE
LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN

INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700
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December 9th — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Hempstead.

December 9th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, Rainham, A.G.M and
Christmas Social Evening, all welcome ring Eric
Seurle 01634 852519 for more information.

December 10th — Bridge Drive in aid of St
Margaret’s Heritage Fund, 10.00 for 10.30am,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, cost £10 (includes
lunch), ring 364531 to book

December 10th — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Fairview Avenue.

December 10th - Rainham Poetry Group, , 7.30pm,
40 Birling Avenue, all lovers of poetry welcome,
ring 01634 260228 for details.

December 10th — Bredhurst W.1. 7.30pm Village
Hall, Hurstwood Road. Nick Downs — Festive
musical programme ring 232617 for details.

December 10th — Rainham Flower Club , 7.30pm
Upchurch Village Hall. Christmas Party, ring
363601 or www.rainhamflowerclub.ik.com for
more information.

December 1 1th - Fairview Tadpoles, Parent and Baby
Group meets Thursdays in term time 1.15 — 2.45pm
at Fairview Community Primary School, £2 per
family, details from 01634 337810 (term time).

December 11th — Wigmore Thursday Club,
Christmas Spectacular — Floral arrangements by
Win Prescott. 2.00pm, St Matthew’s Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore. For people over
the age of 50, ring 235507 for details.

December 1 1th — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Highfield Road.

December 12th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham, 9.30am — 12
noon to help people who have lost their spouse or a
close relative, join us for a cuppa and chat ring
Julie on 01634 364309 for details.

December 12th - Travelling Library of Christian
books and videos, and DVD's are available for hire
at the Methodist Church Hall, 10am to 11.30am.
The Van calls every 2nd Friday of each month, but
not January.

December 12th - Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Parkwood.

December 12th — Gillingham & Rainham Local
History Society, 7.15pm, United Reformed
Church, Balmoral Road, Gillingham. Local
Archaeological Finds — Mr I. Jarvis, ring Mr R.W.
Baker on 01634 854982 for details.

December 12th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society.
7.45pm, Bredhurst Village Hall (opposite the Bell
PH), Christmas Meeting, ring Trev 077717678795
for details.

December 13th — Countryside Event, Mountain Bike
Trail, Capstone Country Park 9.00- 10.30am,
suitable for all abilities. book in advance 812196,
£1 per person.

December 13th — Rainham Indoor Craft Market,
Millennium Centre, (behind the Cricketers)
9.00am — 12.30pm, stalls available, ring 01634
371941 for details.

December 13th - Rainham Ladies Choir with the
Salvation Army, Carol Concert Royal Dockyard
Church, 7.30pm, Tickets £6 (children £3) at the
door or in advance from 01634 363627 or 373132,
In aid of Cancer Research UK

December 13th - Carol Concert featuring the
Medway Singers, St Augustine’s RC Church,
Deanwood Drive, Parkwood, 7.45pm, organised
by the Union of Catholic Mothers and is in aid of
new Macmillan Centre, Medway Hospital.
Admission £4 inc light refreshments. For details
please ring 233293 or 377447.

December 13th — Instep Dancing, Rainham School
for Girls, Derwent Way, Rainham. Christmas
Dance — ticket only. 8.00 - 11.00pm, enquiries
363738.

December 14th — Medway Towns Footpath Group
walk, 10.00amClowes Wood car park Gypsy
Corner, 5 miles, no dogs, ring 01622 764821.

December [4th - Ramblers Association Medway
Group walk 5Smiles, Meet and park at Newington
Village Hall (free parking) 10:00am. Led by
Bob/Maureen Bassett 01634 578721,

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS
= RECEPTION PROBLEMS?

* NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!

+ REPAIRS » EXTRA TV POINTS
+ CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
* FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
» COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464

Seymour Rogers
Associates (v

Plans drawn for Extensions
and Loft Conversion.
Planning and Building
Regulation Approval sought.
01634 263565

231 Hempstead Road, Hempstead,
Gillingham, Kent ME7 3QH

cart Ton Vision

REPAIRS
Television Repairs & Tune in / Setup
+
Home Computer Help

Need software installed”? Virus problems?
Watch and learn at home

Usually same day service
Qualificd engincer
30 years experience
Reasonable rates

MED 360367




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 200 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Accounts
Tax

Payvroll
Audit
Associated Services

E Mail: admin@ jadaccountants.co.uk

.
*  Book-keeping
www jad sage2d.com »

HOME HELP

For the elderly, mobility poor and those convalescing in
Medway. Carefully chosen, friendly and reliable staff to
help with your domestic requirements, shopping, and
accompany you to the shops or appointments . A caring
support service to maintain your independence.

Contact TAKE CARE 01634 316821

DOIT4U CITY & GUILDS TECHNICIAN
Tel . 01634 261502
Call ROB Mob. 07759 635678

KITCHEN - BATHROOM UPDATES / FLOORING / TILING
RADIATORS / WASHERS / SINKS / CUPBOARDS
BLINDS / SHELVES / SOCKETS / MIRRORS
LIGHTING / DOORS - UNFINISHED PROJECTS

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REFAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW OM

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
No solvent, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDRO-DYNAMIX

BRYANT

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
# 7>V o) EXTENSIONS & SMALL WORKS

01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

t 01634 840 999 www.edenwindows.co.uk

Showroom
UNIT 1B03, ELMCOURT, CAPSTONE ROAD, GILLINGHAM

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul’s 1-8 Seater Taxis

...Bookings only....
Airports—Hospitals—Days/Nights out
Nightclubs—Friendly and Reliable

*

*  Gatwick from £55.00
B* Heathrow from £75.00 *

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

E’.“- 7 LADY DECORATOR

7 ! Karen Spooner
’;-m"\, Apprenticeship served

4 s
% Fully qualified with I5 years’ experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Fel: 01634 2338145 Mobile: 0778 0810 316

Back & Body Treatments
Why let pain ruin your life, Break free.
I can help you.

Back, Neck, Frozen Shoulder, Arms, Wrists and Legs
I can help ease the pain of many illnesses as well,
Bowen Therapy. Message & Reflexology
Bren Barry—ESBT. BCMA. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits available
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LIONS & ROTARY CLUBS CHRISTMAS
CHARITY COLLECTIONS

Each Christmas for the last few years members of
the Lions and Rotary Clubs have toured the local
streets towing their Christmas Sleigh. Their aim is to
collect money that is then distributed to their
charities of the year. These are usually local good
causes so all the money benefits our community. The
schedule for this year is listed in our Diary so please
find out when Father Christmas will be visiting your
street and watch out for him. I am sure you will hear
when he is near. Each evening the collection begins
at 6.00pm and the reindeer need to go to their beds at
8.15pm.

CAROL CONCERT

A Carol Concert featuring the Medway Singers is (0
be held in St Augustine’s RC Church, Deanwood
Drive, Parkwood, at 7.45pm on Saturday 13th
December. This is being organised by the Union of
Catholic Mothers and is in aid of our charity for the
year which is the new Macmillan Centre at Medway
Hospital. Admission is £4 which will include light
refreshments. For further details please ring Mrs
Barbara Mudd on Medway 233293 or Mrs Maureen
Boulton on Medway 377447.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC BOX

WIGMORE MADS present their annual carol
concert 'MADS Christmas Music Box' on Thursday
18th December at 8pm. in St Matthews Community
Centre, Drewery Drive.

LOOKING TO GET FIT?

Badminton players wanted.

Deanwood Badminton Club is looking for new
players. We are a mixed, friendly club who meet
Tuesday evenings from 7.00pm at The Oast House,
Station Road, Rainham. For further details ring Jill
Arnold on 01634 232327,

PAMPERED and POLISHED
Waxing Manicures Pedicures
Home based Treatment Room - Wigmore
Competetive prices eg: Half leg £9 - Full leg £14 - Bikini from £5

Lip, chin or eyebrow £4 - Eyelash finting £6
Call Mandy 01634 370697 / 07849 276057

TRAVELLING LIBRARY
On December 12th a Travelling Library of Christian
books and videos, and DVD's will be available for
hire at the Methodist Church Hall, Rainham from
10am to 11.30am.The Van calls every 2nd Friday of
each month, but not January.

ST MARGARET’S HERITAGE FUND

Bridge Drive
Wednesday December 10th,
10.00 for 10.30am, cost including lunch £10.
To book a place for yourself (and partner)
ring Derek Bendle 364531.

CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Sunday December 14th, 6.30pm
The Centre, Farthing Corner. All welcome.
Healing available before the service.
5.45 -615 pm 01634 366944
NEW MOTHER & TODDLER GROUP
Dads and grandparents of course are welcome
every Monday in December 10-1.30pm
at The Centre, Farthing Corner. £2.00
Phone Jo Marvell for more info 01634 379078
MEDWAY ECHO APPEAL
British Heart Foundation
Tea Dance
Wednesday 21st January 2.00 - 4.00pm
44TwoSports & Social Club,
Featherby Road, Gillingham
Admission £3.00 - pay at the door
All welcome
Help us save lives across Medway
FREE HEALING
Available every Tuesday in December
The Centre, Farthing Corner from 7.30 - 9.00pm.
All are welcome. For more information call one of
our healing leaders, Alan on 01634 362121 or Dave
01634 668132.

KITCHEN SPECIALIST

18Urs experience
* FUll Installation Service « Worktop Jointing
= AllMajor Brands = Competitive Prices

» Large Selection of Quality Kitchens
Convenient, Friendly, Reliable Services
CONTACT PAUL ON:
T: 01795 426868 M: 07950210799

e Plumbing
i 12 1. & Heating

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer
Installation « Maintenance » Service « Heating Systems
Gas Fires « Bathrooms » All general plumbing
» Power Flushing

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved

DECORATING - Internal / External
Established 1988

; NEIL MACE
Corgi Registered No. 205861
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306 Rainham 07792 244315
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR NOVEMBER

I first visited an RSPB bird reserve, Minsmere, in
1958 whilst stationed in Suffolk. In those days written
permission was needed to visit reserves and I paid ten
shillings for an unescorted permit. (Escorted permits,
limited to just four visitors each day, were available at
fifteen shillings.) Visitors had to report to the warden's
hut for directions to the hides. Cars had to be parked
(not that I mysell owned one) half a mile away by
some old coastguard cottages. Bird watchers were
advised to bring a picnic, there being no refreshment
facilities. Toilets also were lacking.

In November, fifty years after my trip to Minsmere, I
visited one of the latest RSPB reserves. Rainham
Marshes in Essex. What a difference half a century
makes. The modern, centrally heated visitor centre
contains a shop, a cale, toilets and classroom cum
lecture theatre. The cafe, on the upper floor, doubles
up as an observation room from where visitors can
view the birds through telescopes set up by the
Society. Wardens are available to give whatever help
and advice may be necessary. The car park is next Lo
the visitor centre and all of the reserve's paths and
boardwalks can be used by pushchairs and
wheelchairs. The centre has a friendly and sociable
atmosphere and is frequently visited by local families
and schools. No longer are reserves the haunt of a
handful of hardy enthusiasts, clothed in assorted
parkas and clutching the necessary permits.

The place name "Rainham Marshes Nature Reserve
and Visitor Centre" is somewhat of a misnomer, partly
because the reserve also takes in Wennington and
Aveley Marshes and partly because the visitor centre
is in Purfleet. The three marshes as a whole were
created from saltings of the River Thames by the
building of an embankment in the 14th century to keep
out tidal waters. The marshes served for hundreds of
years as rich grazing grounds for sheep and cattle. Just
before the First World War, however, the War Office
requisitioned a large arca of the marshes for use as
firing ranges. Subsequently, other parts of the marshes
were used - and still are - as a dump for household
waste and dredging from the bed of the River Thames.

A few years ago the Ministry of Defence closed
down the firing ranges and planned to sell the land
for development, it being in The Thames Gateway,
an area intended by the Government for
regeneration. However, the RSPB, the Environment
Agency. English Nature and the two local authorities
considered that the marshes could best be
regenerated through their use as a nature reserve and
the MoD was persuaded to sell the land to the RSPB.
The Society is now well into the long job of
restoring the marsh land it now owns back to its
former glory, after the removal of one hundred year's
accumulated rubbish and unexploded shells.

Only Aveley Marsh is at present open to the public; 1
made my own journey there through the Dartford
Tunnel, turning left at the A1306 to Rainham and
then left again, along the A1090 to Purfleet for just
two hundred yards, before coming to the entrance to
the reserve on my right.

From the first floor observation room of the centre [
had a good view of the marsh. Cattle were grazing
there, as they would have done in mediaeval times.
The RSPB is restoring the dykes which serve both to
drain the marshes of excess water and to contain the
cattle. The latter in turn help to create tussocky
erassland which is used by breeding birds such as
lapwing, redshank, skylark, yellow wagtail and
meadow pipit. Taking advantage of one of the
telescopes, I had good views of flocks of widgeon,
teal and black tailed godwits feeding either on the
erassland or in shallow areas of water.

In due course I took the circular walk around the
reserve. [ noted a couple of water voles in one of the
dykes, the area having one of the largest and densest
populations of the mammals in the UK. Oyster
catchers, little egrets and avocets, with their white or
black and white plumage, stood out the clearest
among the many waders, on what was a dull
November day.

I returned to the centre and had a cup of tea in the
café. In autumn and winter flocks of waders not only
gather on the reserve to feed, especially when the
river mud is covered by the tide, but they also fly in,
at dusk, when they roost collectively in large
numbers. Prior to roosting, species such as knot and

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
T 01634 374502 L |
07923 618033

G E DRIVING
SCHOOL OF MOTORING
Ged East D.S.A. A.D.I.

42 Sunningdale Drive
& Rainham
Kent ME8 9EQ

GED EAST - D.5.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates,

STEP-UP
LOFT LADDERS

Choice of models to suit your needs
Also new loft hatches, loft flooring
& lighting fitted if required We off
STAIRLIFTS T
straight & curved
www.stepuploftiadders.co.uk
For a free quote please ring
01795 554042 or 07870 559172 or a free initial consultatior

Accountants and
Ta_x Consqltants
SALTER-McLEAN & Co.

=

www.Salter-Mclean.co.uk or
Telephone 01634 313866
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dunlin wheel spectacularly in the sky resembling, at a
distance, drifts of smoke. Unfortunately, on this
occasion, there was to be no evening performance to
round off an enjoyable visit.

Joe Ennis

NINETEENTH CENTURY RAINHAM: extracts
from the records of Milton Union

by Audrey Perkyns

Audrey Perkyns was Head of History at Chatham
Grammar School for Girls until she retired to
Northumberland, but she has maintained her interest
in Rainham and especially in Milton Union, which
some older residents may remember. It was suggested
that she might like to share some of her research with
Action Forum readers, a proposal to which she
happily agreed. Five articles have been forthcoming,
all of which will be included during the coming
months. This is the first of the series.

The Milton Union was a group of eighteen parishes
formed in 1835 under the new Poor Law. It was
administered by an elected Board of Guardians under
the supervision of a central authority in London. The
information in these articles has been drawn from
correspondence between these two bodies, from the
Minutes of the Board of Guardians, and from the
Annual Reports of the Central Authority
(Parliamentary Papers).

Medical Officers were appointed by the Union to
provide general services to paupers, with extras
payable for surgery and midwifery. In 1836 the
Guardians tried to save money by appointing only
one Medical Officer for the whole area. Like the
Union’s Relieving Officer he was based at Milton, at
the far east end of the Union, so Rainham, at the far
west end, was a long way from medical help. Each
parish still had elected overseers who could authorise
assistance in an emergency until the Relieving
Officer could be informed.

In February 1837 Edward Usher, a pauper aged 15, in
the service of Mr Smart of Bloors Farm in Rainham,
had a serious accident, breaking his femur. Mr Smart
employed the first surgeon available, rather than the
Medical Officer of the Union, to treat him. Edward’s
widowed mother had remarried and the two families
together had eight children under 16 and could not
afford the surgeon’s bill, so an argument developed
about who should pay it. An appeal to London led to

the decision that the ratepayers could not be
expected to pay a doctor not employed by the
Union, so the cost must fall on Mr Smart.

Such was the sort of problem which could arise
over a century before the NHS existed.

RAINHAM LADIES CHOIR
Together with the
Chatham Citadel Band of the Salvation Army
Carol Concert
Royal Dockyard Church, Historic Dockyard,
Chatham
Saturday December 13th, 7.30pm
Tickets £6 (children £3) at the door
Or in advance from 01634 363627 or 373132
In aid of Cancer Research UK

MEDWAY ADULT LEARNING SERVICE
New directory available from 24th November
For the first time we are producing a supplementary
course directory — adding new and exciting courses
to our already wide-ranging programme. There is
something for everyone - including many new
qualifications and skills for work, as well as
personal development, learning for leisure time,
improving fitness levels and family activities. If
you can’t find what you want let us know.

Pick up a copy from your local adult learning centre
or library.

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE FAYRE

Hempstead Residents Association is reviving the
Hempstead Village Fayre. It will be held on the
Playing Fields at Harrow Road on Sunday 24th
May.

We feel that the Fayre will be a great success and
want to involve as many members of the local
community as possible.

We would love to hear from anyone who would be
interested in advertising in the Fayre Programme
that will be distributed to every home in
Hempstead. Alternatively, we would be grateful for
any contributions of prizes for our Village Fayre
Draw. All contributors will be mentioned in the
programme.

If you feel you would like to be involved please
email hempsteadlfayre@hotmail.co.uk or phone
Eileen on 01634 233676

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

+ STUMP GRINDING LINDS
+ PLANTING A

» MULCH
* FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER =
: For all your Plumbing Services QE/
Hex o, HELP is on its way

UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
POWER FLUSHING
LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc,
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saterday Tam 1o 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN

Munn Academy of Dance
=2 Pupils from age 2yrs to professional - |

a7
{

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn, Fellow & Examiner I.D.T.A.

Medway 234168

Subjects include; Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Security Installation i
and Maintenance ‘
A7 * Access Control

{ * Automated Gates/Barriers

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

= CCTV, Fire & Intruder Alarms

Total Security Services
101634387 762 m 0791 561 5535

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 378885 01795 841607
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER

Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

D,/ Builders &
Decorators
EXTENSIONS * GENERAL REPAIRS

PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane

CLEANING
OF DRIVES & PATIOS
Sealing & Repairs
We Do The Dirty Work For
You...And Bring It Back Like
New
McCourts
01634 375569
0800 298 7338
www.mccourtskent.co.uk
51 Wigmore Road, Wigmore,

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOIFT
CONVERSIONS
GENERAL COMMERCIAL
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE
City & Guilds [/ Institue of Carpenters

TOPQUALITY AT COMPETTTIVE

RATES
MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604

Diary 2008

December 14th - 6.30pm, Our special Christmas
Candlelight Service at The Centre, Farthing
Corner. All welcome. Healing available before the
service.5.45 -6.15pm 01634 366944

December 15th — Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan
Club. Christmas tea and special raffle (see 8th
Dec).

December 15th — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Parkwood.

December 16th - Fairview Frogs, (see 9th Dec).

December 16th - Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8. 15pm. Kenilworth Drive.

December 17th — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Lower Beechings Way.

December 18th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Carols &
Readings, (see 11th Dec).

December 18th - Fairview Tadpoles, (see 11th Dec).

December 18th - WIGMORE MADS present their
annual carol concert '"MADS Christmas Music Box'
8pm, St Matthews Community Centre, Drewery
Drive. Tickets £6 & £5 concessions available from
Sue on Medway 370639,

December 18th — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Twydall.

December 19th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 12th Dec).

December 19th - Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Twydall.

December 20th — Countryside Event, Santa at the
Park, Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 4.00pm,
£3 per child, drop in anytime no need to book.

December 20th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 6th
Dec).

December 21st — Medway Towns Footpath Group
walk, 2.00pm, The Street Boughton (near White
Horse Inn), 5.25 miles, dogs ok, ring 317993,

December 21st — Countryside Event, Santa at the
Park, Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am —
4.00pm, £3 per child, drop in anytime no need to
book.

December 26th - Ramblers Association Medway
Group walk, 4.5 miles. Meet 10.00am at the
Commuter Car Park just north of Bredhurst.

December 28th — Medway Towns Footpath Group
walk, 10.00am, Pluckley, 5 miles, no dogs, ring
01622 710669.

December 31st - Bredhurst Busy B’s Playgroup,
New Year Celebration, 7.30pm, Bredhurst
Village Hall. Family event for all ages.
Entertainment, a disco and karaoke. Tickets
£7.50 adults, £3 children 01634 268544 or 07842
216116. Only be available in advance of the
night.

December 31st — Instep Dancing, Rainham School
for Girls, Derwent Way, Rainham. New Years
Eve Dance — ticket only. 8.00 — 11.00pm,
enquiries 363738.

January Ist-  Ramblers Association Medway
Group walk, 5 miles. Meet 10.30am at Boxley
Parish Church. Geoff Ettridge 075 2516 1766

January 3rd — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 6th
Dec).

January 9th — Gillingham & Rainham Local
History Society, 7.15pm, United Reformed
Church, Balmoral Road, Gillingham. Sailing
Barges — Mr Farnham, ring Mr R.W. Baker on
01634 854982 for details.

January 9th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society,
Peter Parish — Constellation of the month, (see
12th Dec).

Continued on Page 13

Rainham-Kent-ME8 7NJ Gillingham Mobile 07961 839328
DAVID WHITE ALLWAYS MEDWAY TREE
BOILERCARE

* Full Corgi Registration TILING SERVICES SURGEONS

« All Boiler Servicing & Wall & Floor A quaiified & insured service
Maintenance undertaken, i ! All aspects of
New Systems Fitted no job too small, tres wiors

* Landlord Gas Safety Reports i i 1 : FpT

S friendly & reliable service. incl stump grinding
Serviced Free quotations

* 24dhr Emergency Service with 01 634 3 775 99 Joel Sims

NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer (07956 630003

07877 428686

110 Birch Grove, Hempstead ME7 3RG
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798

». DAy

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 8AT

24 Hour Recovery. Sam—6pm Tel: Medway 377803
After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

Boiler-Tech Services

Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs — LPG and Oil
All work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP
CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
(over 30 years' experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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eﬂ ik (ﬂ ‘B Bk
Author signings every Saturda} in Decemher
See www.rainhambookshop.co.uk for details
Visit us for books, toys, puppets and puzzles
Free ordering with many titles available next day
Open 9am to 5.30pm Monday-Saturday
10am to 4pm Sunday 21st December
17-19 Station Rd, Rainham  Tel: 01634 371591

—|[ —— ‘supplled and I lx(_d

| !] I
1‘f—— 01634 235714

or labour only

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

James Zammit - Your Local Reliable Contractor
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
Domestic Installer

WIGMORE FLOORING LTD

Karndean Flooring specialist.
Laminate, Engineered, Solid and Herringbone Wood Floars.
Traditional Carpet and Vinyl.

Call for a free no obligation quotation.

Friendly professional service,

54 Georgian Way, Wigmore, Gillingham MES 0QZ.

01634 260558.
www.wigmore-flooring.co.uk

Removal of Old Timber
! " Maintenance Free Exteriors d i
| Full Ventilation with Sird Guard

243 Edwin Road. Rainham, Kent ME& 0LJ

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

; Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

"LINWOOD §

ELECTRONICS
Est. 1982

wlinwoodhe . com

Plasma, LCD, DVD & Home Cinema
Sales, Service, Set Up & Accessories

01634 230261. 70 Station Road, Rainham.

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

All aspects of decorating and small
building works undertaken including Block
Paving, Brickwork & Patios

Family run business for 20 years
Call 01634 375290 or 07831 149458
Johnthedec@hotmail.com

J W DECORATORS E
b

\j.B.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience - Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobile: 07779987633

M & D DECKING
DECKING AND GARDENING SERVICES
Prowpt and reliable service affered

Paths, weeding, hedge trimming,

General tidving & elearing.

Rainham based, ring me for u free quote,

Mick Eardley ... 01634 264266

Diary 2008

January 12th — Rainham Wives “New Year Party”.
(see 8th Dec)

January 12th— Medway Spinners, Dyers and Weavers,

Spinning, (see 8th Dec).

January 13th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral

Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm United Reformed Church
(rear hall), Balmoral Road, Gillingham, ‘Using up
leftovers’ new members welcome ring 01634
234734 for details.

January [3th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,
7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road,
Chatham, Mrs Julia Page *A Titan Struggle: the
foundation of the Royal Academy’. Ring 01474
823606 for details.

Junuary 14th — Bredhurst W.1. Mr John Endicott —
Kent Police Museum, (see 10th Dec).

January 17th - Instep Dancing, (see 13th Dec).

Junuary 17th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 6th
Dec).

January 19th — Rainham Wives “Just a Minute™ with
Margaret and Sandy. (see 8th Dec)

January 21st — Bredhurst Garden Club, 8.00pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall, Terry Clare Hlustrated talk
‘A Year in the Life of a Bee Keeper” & Hyacinth
Show, all welcome ring 233554 for details.

January 21st - Medway Echo Appeal, British Heart
Foundation, Tea Dance 2.00 - 4.00pm,

@rchard Windews (Kent) Ltd
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PVCu
Windows - Patio Doors - French Doors
Stable Doors - Conservatories - Porches
Soffit & Fascia
6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

44TwoSports & Social Club, Featherby, Road,
Gillingham (opposite B&Q). Admission £3.00 at
the door. Tea & Biscuits 50p from the bar. All
welcome.

January 23rd - Medway Geographical Society,
7.30m- 9.00pm Adult Education Centre, Green
Street, Gillingham, Visit to South Island, New
Zealand — Mr Brian Self, ring 362683 for more
details.

January 24th - St Paul's Church Parkwood have
invited Jo Gambi to come and speak at what
should be an inspiring event. “The Seven
Summits’ 7.30pm, all welcome.

January 26th — Rainham Wives, Fish & Chip
Supper . plus Bring & Buy for our charity. (see
8th Dec)

DISTRIBUTION

Many thanks to the people who have offered to help

with our distribution. We still need volunteer door

to door distributors of Action Forum in the
following arcas;

Wigmore Road (north end)

Taswell Road & Warlingham Close

Wheatcroft Grove

Macklands Way

Winchester Way

If you live near any of these roads or are able to

travel to them and could help for about an hour or

so during the first week of each month we would be

very pleased to hear from you on 231307 or 310011

STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

Treat Your Feet!

Qualified Foot Health Practitioner

V E WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available
email: enquiries@vewhitescolicitors.co.uk

Painful corns & hard skin removed.
HOME HELPS

Verrucae. Fungal infection treatment.
Diabetic foot care.
Ingrown & thickened toenails.
For a home appointment call
Lynda on 01634 235298

For all your domestic needs ‘
Hoovering « Dusting - Laundry/ Ironing
Shopping - Meals - 1 off Blitz/Spring clean
FULLY INSURED AND REFRENCED STAFF IN YOUR HOME
HOUSEMARTINS
WINNERS OF Medway Small Busi C y Care ward
123 High Street, Rainham, Kent. MES 8AN
01634 366528 Oifice or 07904 038813

Millennium Blinds

e Kent's Premier Blind Company

® Conservatory * House Blinds
* Awnings * Window Vinyl
Medway 230330

Showrooms: 25 High St, Rainham, Kent.

Carpark at rear
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.10 per line per month

Box Ads: £26.00 per month

£72.00 3 months paid in advance

See p2 for contact details & copy dates
“THE RIGHT HANDYMAN?” Small
jobs — dripping taps — electric sockets
& much more. Call Margaret on 01634
233270

GRAPHICS TO YOU
Competitively priced artworks created
on your premises. Rob Harris (17729
150 019. www.graphicstoyou.co.uk

WIGMORE HYPNOTHERAPY
Professional help with weight loss,
smoking, phobias, anxiely & more.
Adults & children, Tel 07986 255 355
APPLIANCE REPAIRS. Washing
machines, Tumble dryers, Dishwashers,
Ovens. Friendly professional service with
very low cost repairs, free call out &
advice. Gary 0785 2901 369

SINGING & SPEECH COACHING,
all st beginners to advanced. 30 yrs
singing exp. Rachel 01634 819637

MEDWAY BATHROOMS., Basic to
luxury - Design & install. Friendly
service. Free quote. No job too small.
01634 387075 or 077383 66444.
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

bf BUILDING SURVEYORS
Properties inspected & reports
compiled. Extension drawings. General
property advice given. Competitive
rates from a professional practice. Call
01634 387118.

ITALIAN LESSONS

All levels welcome.

One to one or small groups.

Varied fees. Over 30) years experience
Call Norma for more information on
01634 362046

CRANIOSACRAL THERAPIST.
Gentle & effective therapy for all ages &
conditions. Rainham based. Call Sharon
01634 373344 mob 07896 468456

ART LESSONS IN RAINHAM.
Absolute beginners (o intermediate.
Weekly classes, workshops & gift

NON SURGICAL FACE LIFTING.
Waxing, facials, clectrolysis, massage,
body treatments, manicure, pedicure,
tanning. ear piercing etc. Also
JL"LXL‘rlCl}:} Established 10 years. For
more details call Sally on 01634
375999 or 07957 242268.

I-FIT CARPETS

07941 429901 or 01795 842961.
Your local carpet fitter with 25 years
experience and 23 years in the area.
Carpets and Vinyls supplied if needed.
No job too small.

Beginner’s MEDITATION course.
Begins Jan (9. Learn to relieve stress
and pain. Gaia Angelicus 01795
843354, www.gaia-angelicus.co.uk
MATHS TUITION GCSE & A Level
by a current teacher. 204 years’
experience. Phone 01634 378199.
SIMON'S PLUMBING & HEATING
24 hours. Corgi regd. No VAT

(01634 325434 Mob 0788 261 0371

GUITAR TUITION

Qualified, experienced specialist in
teaching adults. 01634 376608.
Experienced GENERAL BUILDER.
Extensions, garages, walls. All jobs
considered. Tt.l 7'%'49[}‘)}’(]?887 542256

ACORN TILES: Kitchen, Bathroom,
Floors & Walls. No job too small. Call
Craig on 01634 575017 / 7981 237823,

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by an
established guality Rainham
Laboratory. Tel: Mardale 263766
NEED A PLUMBER?

For that small job or annoying leak
tel 234149,

General HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Also Plumbing, Fencing, Odd Jobs.

DA Price (Medway) Est 1984

01795 842644 Mobile 07860 733980
HOUSE CLEARANCES

Houses cleared & contents disposed of
efficiently. For more information call
07921 636 154 or 01634 351356
CATS SORTED Cats visited, fed &
pampered whilst you are away. Contact
Gill - 01634 373016 or 07999 979 202
CHIROPODIST JOHN JUDGE
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits — Clinic.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
01634 361720,

WE TRANSFER OLD CINE FILMS
& slides to DVD. We also want old cine
projectors & films. (11634 230799,

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388, Mob 07743 128240
PC TROUBLESHOOTERS solving
all your computer problems. 01634
362294, 1 come to you eves &
weekends. No fix no fee.

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, "'LI'.ILFdl
I)Lu1d||1§.}|0ﬂ_w’ulen~1m‘h 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,
PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ experience.

Tel: Doug Marchant 01634 373016 or
(07930627241 for free estimate.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. Home visits for elderly
housebound. Dentures made and repaired.
Free of charge for people receiving
guaranteed pension credit.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).
GENERAL GARDEN

Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service. 01634 378763.

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
100.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia Avenue
Church, Twydall.

Further details from 01634 302631.

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact Lorna
01634 683605 or Barbara 01622
682736 or mob 0777 986 3977.

ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 374734 Mon, Wed, Thurs
& Fri 4.30 to 6.30pm only.

ALL SCRAP METAL WANTED
including cars with log book. Also
rubbish clearances undertaken,
Ring Debbie on 07836 585911.
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Aaintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds chuircd and Refelted,
all types Fencing. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,
THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close. Sunday — 10.15am
Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031.
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10,30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Richard Hayton, (01634
235799,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1Tam and 6.30pm, Treasure Seekers (3
-11 yrs) Sunday 10am. Bible Study &
Prayers Tues 7.45pm. Tots’n"All (pre
school & mums) Fri 1.30 to 3.00.
Friday Club (6-9 yrs) 6.15. Fri Club
Extra (9+ yrs) 7.30 Visitors welcome,
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. (11634 388187.
JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£3.00. Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat £10.50. Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639,
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PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2¥2to 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL

Ideal for Weddings, Parties and Meetings.
Facilities for the

Disabled. Attractive Setting —

Ample car parking.

To book phone 01634 364859.

JAMIE MAY UPHOLSTERY

High quality traditional and modem
upholstery. ‘All types of uphalstery and
repair work undertaken.

Tel: 01795 424457 Mob (77838 219342,
MAN & VAN at competitive rates.
David 01634 365427

A Level MATHS TUITION

By experienced tutor — B.Sc.Hons,
Former A level Edexcel examiner.
Telephone: 01634 233374
LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217,
RALPH’S BARN DANCE

Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
TOTAL TILING

Kitchens & Bathrooms. Walls & Floors.
Call Pat on 0777 1961 642,

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No lix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. I you have a problem

Just give us a call. We come 1o you

andl the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 328537,

VIDEO FOUR

Re-live the sights and sounds of your
spectal day. Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
(01634 364985 (7930 183466.
SPARKLES GLITTER PARTIES
Hair, Make-up, creations. Tel 376270
GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Giarden clearance, turfing, mowing, lawn
repair, hedges trimmed. C ity & Guilds
qualified. ‘slmu; 01634 300313 or 079234
16573

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842097 or 07811 606988

M&R GARDEN SERVICES

01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733.

M S P PLUMBING & HEATING
SERVICES, Boilers Change & Service,
Fires, Cookers. Bathrooms, Kitchens &
Tiling. No job too small. 01634 309765
(07977 490748,

HUNDREDS OF VIDEOS for sale,
mostly at S0p cach, at Sunburst Books, 21
Station Road, Rainham

BUILDER & DECORATOR

Any job considered. Roger Clay.

Telephone 01634 361596

DEMENTIA RESPITE CENTRE
Hempstead Home gives carers a break by
providing either day care for all or part of
the day, short stay beds or a carer in the
patient’s home. For more details see
www hempsteadhome.co.uk or call 01634
365345,

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 7 07775 946065
DISCO - professional enter-tainment
for any occasion. “The Black Pepper
Roadshow. Jim Lindsay 375552,
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING. Fencing
repairs & erection. All types of decking
undertaken. 01634 364985

079580 72928

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION,
lessons. 14 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons 01634 365453

C & J CLEARANCE

House, Garage, Loft, Shed. Rubbish
cleared. No job too small. Fast friendly
service. KCC Registered. 01634 261749
Maobile 078127 34570/ 07970 759404

SCIENCE TUITION: A LEVEL
Chemistry, GCSE Sciences & Special
primary science classes. Fully qualified
teacher CRB checked. For details call
07950327935

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on (07973 370296,
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
BURROWS DOWN Holiday Home for
rabbits & guinea pigs. 01634 329297

MASSAGE/ BEAUTY THERAPIES
Extensive range of treatments, Very
competitive prices. Rainham area. Call Jan
01634 377522/ 07930 378834,
LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED

Loft & toilet overflows repaired.

01634 262912 Mob (7790 496387.
YOGA CLASSES. MORNING (Tu/
WelFr) &Eve (Tuw/We). Friendly classes
to improve health & wellbeing. Call Evi
01634 317463 /07742 943781
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. With over 300 pages &
200 phaotos, this is the first detailed history
of the village. Available at £15.00 in the
Rainham Bookshop, 17-19 Station Road,
Rainham. For mail order please call 01634
310011

11+ Preparation
Rainham Tuition Centre
Help is at Hand

Maths

Lireracy
Rensoning

Effective tuition for children working
towards the 11+ grammar school
selection tests in Medway and Kent
05602 538 882
(local call rates)

www.rainhamtuitioncentre.co.uk

ol

ily, patient and reliable tuition

w Driving Scho

frienc

Gift Vouchers Available

Fer more information or to apply online
WWW. Jrgsawdr‘rvmgschoo! co.uk

LOCKSMITH

call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Hebditch

Troperty

T enovations
Lid

' *Plastering
s Alterations
*Extensions

» Plastering over artex
= Complete property refurbs

Tel 01634 389675
07721 365630

189 BredhurstRd o
Wigmore :
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JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

General Roof Repairs
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

Sunburst Books

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
Selling second hand books in support of
St Margaret's Church Heritage Fund

Browsers always welcome

Whether you are looking for a good read,
a reference book, an out of print title or just
enjoy browsing through a wide variety of
both very old and recent publications
Sunburst Books is well worth a visit.

IS8 Hallett’s

@8 Plumbing & j
aH. Heating Chris Hallett
1983 CENTRAL HEATING

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

Est. 1971

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROCFS

Fortre esmates wesrone: 0 16 34 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

GIFTS & GLAMOUR

37 Rainham Shopping Centre
01634 360060
The Aladdin’s Cave of Rainham
A wide range of carefully selected
Christmas gifts. Great prices. Great quality.

A deposit secures any item,

Tracks and Poles Wyevale Garden

| Conservataory
Centre, Hempstead

Wide Range of _Awnings

[ H ) CRYSTAL Curtains & Blind S.B Plasterlng & Construction Services
Manufacturers Ltd
s Eroe Cuotationiand | usnicas AI_I aspects of pIa;termg rencliermg. pebble dashlmg,
Measure Curtains Fitting Service R skimming, screeding and coving. Insurance repairs.
Roman Blinds Visit our | 3 All work Guaranteed.
Showroom Behind | _Yenetian

Over 25 years experience.

Call Scott

8 aaag 01634 817807 | — T 07515 630545 or 01795 844336
JIn time of need ...
JOHN WEIR
Funeral Divectons [SATEY

A private family owned and run business
* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 855558

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111

* Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES 8AR

Car parking available

Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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