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The late 15th century timber framed Open Hall House in Lower Rainham. One of the
buildings that will feature in Joe Ennis’s talk, in aid of the Heritage Fund, ‘Buildings of
Rainham from Medieval to Modern’ on September 27th at 7.30pm in St Margaret’s Church.

Robert J. Kitney |

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

Three words are sufficient to sum up our annual
Guide Camp during the half term holiday; cold, wet
and windy. Despite this everyone seemed to enjoy the
experience and we were better off than some — we did
have a good solid hut to refreat to when it was really
bad. As I listened on the car radio to the weather
forecast for bank holiday Monday my heart sank, * It
is going to feel more like January than May. A
maximum temperature of eleven degrees with rain
and strong winds' the weather-man happily
announced - we were booked to go kayaking on Weir
Wood reservoir! Two years ago the water was so low
in the reservoir it was quite a trek across the dried up
bottom dragging the canoes. Now the water was
lapping onto the grass (or mud). Given the choice
eleven intrepid campers opted to go on the water, so
dressed in a strange variety of old T shirts and
waterproofs topped off with life jackets they took to
the waves. Actually the wind luckily failed to
materialise until later in the day so they just had cold
and wet to enjoy. The air was so cold they assured us
(note the adults did not volunteer to canoe) the water
felt warm! Certainly the mud on the banks must have
done as they managed to slip and slide and plaster
themselves with it. It was an experience, one of those
they will be able to recount at future camps together
with the hurricane and the time the tents were
flooded. As fickle as the weather is in May by the end
of the week it was hot and sunny so we were able to
bring everything home clean and dry ready for next
year. At least our girls had some good days to
remember. We felt very sorry for the many weekend
camps, celebrating the centenary of Scouting held at
that time, they had nothing but cold rain to
experience,

On the premise that it can only get better many
outdoor activities have been planned for July. These
include Garden Parties, a favourite of Barnardo’s and
several churches, outdoor plays and concerts, and of
course all the school Fairs and Fetes. If you prefer the
security of a roof over your head perhaps the Come
and Sing Haydn’s Creation event on July 22nd may
appeal. Due fo my rather erratic editing last month I
unfortunately managed to omit the telephone numbers
for booking tickets from the article about the
Upchurch Music Festival. This is taking place right at
the beginning of July as we are published and should

anyone still need them the numbers to call are 01634
23576, 361557 or 374220. I do hope everyone
managed to obtain the tickets they required and the
festival is its usual success.

Our front cover picture this month is a recent
photograph of the 15th century timber framed hall
house in Lower Rainham. This ties in rather nicely
with two items included in our pages. Joe Ennis is
preparing another of his popular talks in aid of the
Heritage Fund. This will take place on September
27th with the working title of ‘Buildings of the Parish
of St Margaret’s from Medieval to Modemn’. A date
to reserve in your diary. We also include the final part
of Stan Randall’s series ‘A Year in the Life of a Fruit
Farmer’. As many of you will know his family have a
long history as fruit growers in Lower Rainham. This
month he details the pleasure and worries of the
culmination of each years work — the harvest.

As always there is plenty to choose from in our
Diary listings so do read on and select the items that
appeal to you. Have a good month, make the most of
the sunshine — when it appears- and we will see you
again in August.

Correspondence

FAMILY REUNION
Dear Editor,

I was delighted to see the front page picture of my
brother, Bert Best, in your recent issue, as a five-year-
old schoolboy in his class room, with his mate
Charlie Goodwin. The outcome of your publication
proved to be something of a miracle to us, as a
family, as it was seen by our cousin whom we had not
been in contact with for more than sixty years.

She left the Medway area to live in Hull, and is
now living at Signal Court, Rainham, which is just
around the corner from Hothfield Road where I live —
and I did not know!

My cousin and | shared the same name in our
youthful days, she and [ were Lilian Best, and we had
brothers named George Best! Our dads were brothers
and must have been very close to have named two of
their children the same.

My cousin Lilian will celebrate her 89th birthday
in May '07 and I reach my 90th in June "07.

Many thanks to Forum for our family reunion.

Lilian Morris,
3 Hothfield Road,
Rainham.
INDOOR BOOT FAIR
Dear Editor,

The 4th Gillingham (Rainham) Sea Scout Group is
holding an Indoor Boot Fair at St George’s Hall,
Berengrave Lane, Rainham, on Saturday 14th July,
10am to 2pm. Please come along, entry is 50p for
adults, children free and refreshments will be on sale.

Yours sincerely,
Cathy Burns (Mrs)
Group Secretary
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FRIENDS OF ST MARGARET’S
Dear Editor,

The Friends of St Margarets Church will be
holding their AGM in church at 4.00pm on Saturday
21st July followed by afternoon tea. All members and
would-be friends are welcome. Our Garden Party will
be held on Saturday 28th July at 37 Edwin Road,
Rainham, from 12.00 until 5.00pm. Admission at
£3.50 will include a salad meal plus dessert. In
addition to the usual Raffle and Bring & Buy plus
quiz there will be several craft stalls. Everyone is
welcome (but please bring a garden chair if possible).

Kay Jarvis
(Friends Committee)
Tel. 01634 230430
SUMMER FAYRE
Dear Editor,

Deanwood Primary School, Long Catlis Road,
Parkwood, will be holding its Summer Fayre on
Saturday 14th July, 12 to 3.00pm. Bouncy Castle,
Nipper Karts, plus many more activities. BBQ, hot
and cold refreshments, homemade cakes. Raffle -

Ist prize Italian food and wine hamper. Many more
prizes to be won. Entrance 50p adults, 20p children,
pre-school free. Open to all. See you there.

Regards

Deanwood PTA

MILESTONE IN RAINHAM HIGH STREET
Dear Editor,

[ will be giving an illustrated talk, in St Margaret’s
Church, on Thursday 27th September. It will be about
the buildings of the parish as a whole, from medieval
to modern.

I want to mention, in that talk, the fate of the
milestone which once stood adjacent to the forecourt
of Lloyds TSB Bank on the High Street.

If anyone, therefore, knows the circumstances of
this milestone’s disappearance, I would be pleased to
hear from them.

Yours sincerely,
Joe Ennis

2B Asquith Road
01634 235182

GARDEN PARTY
Dear Editor

Marilyn Soffe is holding her annual garden party in
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support on 14th July 2007
from 1.30 - 4.00 p.m. The venue this year is the

| Findlag Designe ="

N
[ Hand Made Curfains, ’ ‘
': ‘ Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets

Curtain Design Consultation
available in the comfort of your own home
| For that sophisticated look Ring
|~ &haron Findlay or . Tel. 01634 262135

garden of St. Matthew's Church (or in the church hall
if wet), Drewery Drive, Wigmore. Marilyn's music
pupils will provide entertainment. Refreshments,
preserves, cakes, books, games etc. will be on sale.
Entrance is £1.50 for adults and 50p for children. Do
come along and help us to raise funds towards the
new Cancer Care Unit at Medway Maritime Hospital,

Many thanks,

Jean Mardel

FORGET ME KNOT by David Tristam
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham
July 19.20.21.26.27.28
Box Office on 01634 233660
Curtain up at 8.00pm
Robert Zeinfield is found wandering the streets of
Leicester at 4am with total amnesia. Is it just an
elaborate cover-up for something else? A suspicious
detective tries to get to the bottom of the mystery but
the deeper he digs the more confused he gets.
Beryl Lacey directs this cleverly written comedy that
will guarantee to bring a smile to your face.

DISTRIBUTION

Many thanks to the people who have offered to help
with our distribution. We still need volunteer door
to door distributors of Action Forum in the following
areds.

The Rise, Sandy Dell, Landor Court, Marquis Drive
Clavell & Stirling Closes

Almond Grove and closes off, Chapel Lane,
Clermont Close, Barncroft Drive, Lamplighters Close
and closes off, Cobblestones, Lombardy Close and
Pippin Croft.

Rycaut Close, Howbury Walk, Hardinge Close.

If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 231307 or 310011 or
email afi@thenet.uk.net

SALMON WINDOWS

Family run business with 20 years experience
« Conservatories — designed and built
» UPVC windows doors & porches « UPVC soffit & fascia
« Misted units replaced e Fensa document L approved
» 10 year insurance backed guarantee

For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

Abbeyfield
Whete elber g lind? caes in boaming,
DAY CARE
available for pensioners between 9.00 and 3.00pm or 6.00pm|
Come and meet people ~ have your Hair done and Good Food
at Rogers House Residential Home
Contact: Lucy Dixon —

01634 262266 KCC Registered
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Diary 2007

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
aft@thenet.uk.net or

5 Meresborough Cottages, Meresborough,
Gillingham, Kent MER 8PP

Diary Copy Date: 17th July

July 3rd ~ 8th — Upchurch Music Festival ring
233576, 361557 or 374220 for details and tickets.

July 7th — Fort Pitt Old Girls Association Reunion.
Meet up with your friends, please contact Marion
for further details on 01795 599378
evenings/weekends or visit www.fpoga.ik.com

July 7th — Countryside Event, Capstone Farm
Fishing teaching, 9.00am — 12noon Children aged 8
— 12 years, £6.50 per child ring 812196 to book.

July 7th — Countryside Event, Mystery ramble
Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 12 noon £2.50
per person ring 378987 to book.

July 8th — Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Teynham near station, 6 miles, dogs on
leads, ring 01795 535941 for details.

July 9th - Countryside Event — After-school nature
club, Riverside Country Park 4.00 — 4.45pm, for
accompanied children 5 -12 years, £1 per child,
ring 378987 to book.

July 9th — Rainham Wives. Visit to “Kent Kids’ in
Canterbury, ring 230639 for details.

July 10th — Fuchsias & Pelargoniums, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way, Mini-
Show & Phil Pretty Nature Quiz.

July 10th— Medway Antique & Collector’s Club, Mr
Gordon Allan — Upstairs Downstairs - Memories of
Jewellery designed in Bond Street 7.30 for 8.00pm
St George Hotel, New Road, Chatham. Visitors
welcome £2.50 per visit, ring 365861 for details.

July 11th — Medway Evacuees Reunion Group. 1.30 -
4.30pm The Millennium Centre, Rainham, Further
information from 361024.

July 11th — Bredhurst W.I. 7.30pm, Village Hall.
Dorothy Gray — A light hearted look at the W.I.
Competition: Souvenir of a foreign country, ring
232617 for details.

July 11th — Rainham Poetry Group, 7.30pm, 40
Birling Avenue, all lovers of poetry welcome, ring
01634 260228 for details.

July 11th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm Upchurch
Village Hall. Dem & Dine by ticket only ring
374448 or 01622 884657 for details.

July 12th — Wigmore Thursday Club, 2.00pm, St
Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Bingo. For people over the age of 50, ring 235507
for details.

July 13th — MKAS 7,30pm Bredhurst Village Hall.
Jason Thompson — Early Space Programmes, ring
232153 for details.

July 13th - Countryside Event — Peter Pan at
Riverside Country Park, The Chalkfoot Theatre
present JM Barries classic, £7 per adult £5 per
child, ring 378987 to book.

July 13th - Jazz Evening, St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham, 7.30pm. Tickets £10 including wine &
cheese from 01634 371941 or 362023.

July 14th — St Margaret’s Infant School H.S.A
Playground Table Top Fair, 10.30am — 2.30pm,
free entrance, refreshments, ring 264299 or 377575
to book, £8 per table.

July 14th — Annual Garden Party by Marilyn Soffe in
aid of Cancer Care Unit at Medway Hospital, 1.30 -
4.00pm at the Garden of St Matthew’s Church,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore (Church Hall if wet).
Entrance £1.50 adults, 50p children, all welcome.

July 14th — Deanwood Primary School, Long Catlis
Road, Parkwood, Summer Fayre 12.00 - 3.00pm.
Entrance 50p adults, 20p children, pre-school free,
all welcome.

July 14th — 4th Gillingham Sea Scout Group, Indoor
Boot Fair, St George’s Hall, Berengrave Lane,
Rainham, 10.00am - 2.00pm. Please come along,

ONE DAY CLASSES
BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR/CALLIGRAPHY

OPEN WEEKEND & ART EXHIBITION
21 & 22 July 11am to 6pm
Sun in the Wood, Breach Lane, Lower Halstow
C."f,b (opposite Jasmil Kennels) b
‘}' 4 www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk n/‘::

entry 50p adults, children free, refreshments on
sale.

(includes refreshments), all welcome, ring 233405
or 234053 for details.

July 14th — Countryside Event — Berengrave Walk at -y} 515t A.G.M. of the Friends of St Margaret's

Riverside Country Park, 1.30 — 3.30pm, brave the
steep steps and boardwalks, £2.50 per person, ring
378987 to book.

July 15th — Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm
Cricket Hall, Berengrave Lane, ‘Garden Safari’,
ring 231972 for details.

July 15th — Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Shorne Country Park (car park charge), 5
miles, no dogs, ring 362743 for details.

July 16th — Countryside Event — After-school nature
club, Capstone Farm Country Park 4.00 — 4.45pm,
for accompanied children 5 -12 years, £1 per child,
ring 812196 to book.

July 16th ~ Rainham Wives, 8.00pm Garden Party at
Audrey’s. New members of all ages welcome, ring
230639 for details.

July 16th — Rainham Evening Women’s Institute The
Watermen of the River Thames by Molly Poulter.
Comp: The Letter G, 7.30pm Platters Farm Lodge,
Highfield Road, Rainham, ring 364702 for details.

July 17th — Gillingham Horticultural Society 7.30 -
9.00pm United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham. ‘The Italian Job’ Italian Mass
arrangement. New members welcome, ring 234734
for details.

July 18th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Ian Currie
Tlustrated Talk — Greenhouses, Gales and Global
Warming! African Violet and Sweet Pea Show,
8.00pm Bredhurst Hall, ring 233554 for details.

July 19'th — Rainham Afternoon W.1. 1.45pm,
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham,
ring 364639 for details.

July 19th ~ Wigmore Thursday Club - Japanese
Splendour by Lesley Gould. (see 12th July)

July 19th — Pamper Evening, Chatham Grammar

School for Girls PFA in the school hall, 6.45pm, all

welcome.

July 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28th — Qasthouse Theatre,
Rainham ‘Forget Me Knot™ by David Tristam
8.00pm, box office 233660.

July 21st — Wisdom Hospice Summer fair 11.00am —
3.00pm, 50p adults, children free.

July 21st — Barnardo’s Garden Party, 32 Roberts
Road, Rainham 2.00 - 4.00pm. Admission £2

Church, 4.00pm in church followed by afternoon
tea. Anyone is welcome to attend.

July 21st — Chalkfoot Theatre Company — A Picnic in
the Paddock with a Play. Peter Pan 5.00pm
Upchurch Paddock, gates open 4.00pm. Tickets
£7.00 adults, £6.00 concessions, £5.00 children
from 01634 235420 or 231326.

July 21st - Teddy Bears Picnic10.00am - 12noon at
Cozenton Park, Rainham, Stories, crafts, singing
and dancing for children under 5 years. Bring your
own picnic and Teddy! Weather permitting. To
book please call 0870 460 7944 or for more
information log onto www.nctmeday.org.uk.
Donations welcome.

July 21st — Instep Dancing, Rainham School for
Girls, Derwent Way, Rainham. Ballroom — Latin —
Sequence Dancing. 8.00 — 11.00pm, ring 363738,

July 22nd — Come and Sing Haydn’s Creation, St
Margaret’s Church, rehearsal 3.00pm, performance
6.30pm, contribution £6 towards the Heritage Fund
ring 230183 or 230324 for details.

July 22nd — Countryside Event, Kite Workshop,
Capstone Farm Country Park 10.00am ~ 2.00pm
(drop in at any time) for accompanied children 5 -
12 years, £2.50 per child ring 812196 for details.

July 22nd — Countryside Event, Beginner’s digital
photography, South Wood, Hempstead 9.00am —

12noon, £2.50 per person, ring 812196 for details.

July 22nd — Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.30am, Shipham Park opposite the church, 6
miles, no dogs, ring 374923 for details.

July 23rd — Countryside Event — After-school nature
club, Riverside Country Park (see 9th July)

July 23rd - Countryside Event, Evening Bird Cruise
ring 378987 for details.

July 25th — Rainham Poetry Group, (see 11th July)

July 26th — Rainham & District Dolls” House and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm The Howard Memorial
Hall. Woodside, Wigmore, ring 312038 for details.

July 26th — Kent Family History Society Branch
AG.M. 1.30pm, Strood Library ring 01634 722959
for details, email picketywitch@blueyonder.co.uk

Continued on page 11

K.Gillard & Son®

{Decorators)

A.C. Domestics

-calls at vour convenience

Installation, Service, Repair of

TURF « BARK « COMPOSTS
AGGREGATES
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
TOPSOIL IN BULK BAGS
{app 1 ton) OR LOOSE

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 263817
Mobile: 07850 996832 /
07834 851004

Central Heating, Gas and
Electric Domestic Appliances
inc Cookers, Washing Machines,
Dishwashers etc.

Landlords Certificates.

Over 20 years experience.
CORGI reg. 206985

01634 234963 / 07799887754

RUBBISH BULK BAGS
- you fill, we collect
IDEAL FOR GARDEN CLEARANCE
LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN
INVICTA
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

01634 263700
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AERIALS)| [SeymourRogers cane Ty Viston
‘AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS| | Associates REPAIRS
« RECEPTION PROBLEMS? Television Repairs & Tune in / Setups
« NO CHANNEL §? ;- +
WE CAN HELP! Plans drawn for Extansions Home Computer Help
+« REPAIRS « EXTRA TV POINTS and Loft Conversions. Need softy installed? Virus problems?
« CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS Planning and Building Watch and leam at home
 FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS Regulation Approval sought. Usually same day service
» COMMUNAL SYSTEMS 01634 263665 L i srori
FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582 231 Hempsfead Road  Hampstead Resscntie relcs
ENGINEER 07949 588464 Gillingham Kent ME7 3QH MED 360367
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CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

AT

- Accounts
. Tax
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham . Book-keeping
Kent, MEE TEG ;
Tel: 01634 375222 . Payroll
Fax: 01634 3713138 . Audit
E Muil: admin@jadaccountants.co.uk
. Associated Services

www jad sageld.com

CITY & GUILDS TECHNICIAN

DOIT4U
Tel . 01634 261502

Call ROB Mob. 07759 635678

KITCHEN - BATHROOM UPDATES / FLOORING / TILING

RADIATORS / WASHERS / SINKS [ CUPBOARDS
BLINDS / SHELVES / SOCKETS / MIRRORS

LIGHTING / DOORS - UNFINISHED PROJECTS

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers,
NO solvents, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014

COLOUR COPY-PRINT & SIGNS

8 Station Road, Rainham, Kent MEB 7PH

* COLOUR COPYING & B/W
* ARTWORK SETUP & PRINTING
® STATIONERY PRINTING

* FOIL BLOCKING
0“:.1\"6 * LAMINATING TO A1
PR + BOSTER PRINTS T0 AQ
Love []| *FLAN COPYING
01634 262808 | You [~ *RUBBER STAVPS

0800 7830947 Forever = BOOK BINDING
e-mail: veprints@fsbdial.co.uk OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

FULL COLOUR POSTERS

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.
FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows
t 01634 840 999 www.edenwindows.co.uk

Showroom

Free Surveys and Estimates

T.1. BUILDERS
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...

External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:
Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

HYPRO-DYRANYX UNIT 1803, ELMCOURT, CAPSTONE ROAD, GILLINGHAM
GREG BRYANT Puma pvc
CONSTRUCTION LTD Approved installers of
MEDWAY 231321 Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDER * 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
EXTENSIONS WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

.. Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
* Gatwick from £50.00 *

* Heathrow from £75.00 *
@8 1| 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

Karen Spooner
Apprenticeship served
Fully qualified with 15 years' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs

%%{’ LADY DECORATOR
A

A1

Tel: 01634 233845 Mobile: 0778 0810 346

Back & Body Treatments.
Why let pain ruin your life, Break Free
I can help you

Back, Neck, Frozen Shoulder, Arms, Wnsts & Legs
I can help ease the pain of many illnesses as well

Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology

Bren Barry - ESBT. BCMA. ITEC. IFR.

Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits Available

COME AND SING!

Sunday 22nd July will be the third occasion on which
singers from all over Kent gather at St Margaret’s
Church to join in an impromptu performance of a
major choral work under Barry Kemp’s direction. In
2005 it was Handel’s Messiah, last year
Mendelssohn’s Elijah, and this summer Haydn’s
Creation is the work planned.

Some members of the choir have ‘come and sung’
the Creation before, most memorably at the Albert
Hall in the company of several thousand other voices.
Although we don’t anticipate quite that many on this
occasion, we do look forward to welcoming a good
band of singers, whether they sing regularly in a
choral group or not. This is a chance for those who
may feel rather diffident about their musical abilities
to enjoy singing with others Haydn’s wonderful
music. Perhaps you know ‘The Heavens are telling
the glory of God’, or appreciate how the composer
represented the different animals as they were created
in the accompaniment. Maybe this is a work you have
always wanted to hear - now is your chance.

The soloists this year will be Maggie Bloor
(soprano), David Clark (tenor) and Christopher
Winter (bass), while the organist will be Michael
Cooke. The rehearsal will start promptly at 3.00 p.m.
and the performance will begin at 6.30 p.m.

Entrance for both singers and listeners will be £6.00,
contributions this year again going towards the roof
appeal. The fee will include a glass of wine or fruit
juice and, for singers, light refreshments after the
rehearsal. Some copies will be available, but it would
be helpful if singers could bring their own where
possible. For further details please phone Joan
Pantony (230183) or Rosemary Dellar (230324).

UPCHURCH MUSIC FESTIVAL
Tuesday 3rd to Sunday 8th July.
Tickets for all concerts available from
01634 233576, 361557 or 374220,

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to Spm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E.

WRYVS DARBY & JOAN CLUB

WANTED - a person to take over as organiser for the
above club. Meetings take place at Rainham Social
Club, Station Road, Rainham, every Monday from
2.00 to 4.00pm. If you can help please ring Betty on
01634 362667.

HISTORY IN THE LANDSCAPE

John Vigar, local historian, is doing a course entitled
'History in the Landscape' on Tuesday mornings in
Gillingham, starting at the end of September. There
are still a few places left. For further information
please contact Mrs. Lorna Bailey on 01634 364375
after 6.30pm.

ST MARGARET’'S CHURCH ROOF

[ am arranging Bridge drives to help hold this roof up
at 10.30 for 10.45 on the following Wednesdays:
12 Sep; 3 Oct; 7 Nov; 5 Dec.

The cost will be £9, which includes lunch.

If you would like to come, with or without a
partner, please ring Derck Bendle on 364531.

BARNARDO’S GARDEN PARTY
on Saturday 21st July 2007
at 32 Roberts Road, Rainham
from 2.00 to 4.00pm — Admission £2.00
Refreshments included
A lovely surprise awaits you in Mary's garden
All are welcome
Tickets from Committee Members or
phone 233405 or 234053
With your help the charity continues to make a
difference to the lives of hundreds of thousands of
children in the UK

PAMPER NIGHT

Chatham Grammar School for Girls PFA will be
holding a Pamper Evening on Thursday [9th July in
the school hall. Doors open at 6.45pm.

PAMPERED and POLISHED
Waxing Manicures Pedicures

Competitive prices: e.g.

Half leg £9 Fullleg £12 Bikini from £5
Lip, chin or eyebrows £4 Eyelash tinting £6
Call Mandy
01634 370697 / 07849 276057

— Plumbing

T.R.T. & Heating
DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer

Installation * Mai ice » Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires « Bathrooms * All general plumbing
* Power Flushing
Corgj Registered No. 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved

DECORATING - Internal / External
Established 1988

NEIL MACE
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747

Rainham 07792 244315
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JUNE

Each June, certain private gardens in the precinct of
Canterbury Cathedral are open to the public under the
National Gardens Scheme. They include the gardens
of the Archdeaconry and the Deanery. The
Archdeaconry is perhaps the most picturesque of the
buildings in the precinct. It consists of a mixture of
flint, ragstone and red brick and was constructed from
the remains of the refectory and kitchens of the
former Christ Church Priory.

A wild flower garden has been created under a
large and spreading copper beech tree next to the
Archdeaconry. At the time of our visit, foxgloves, red
campion and green alkanet were the predominant
species in bloom. Roses were scrambling up the
ancient walls surrounding the garden and growing on
the walls themselves were a mixture of domestic and
wild flowers including antirthinum, wallflower, red
valerian and pellitory-of-the-wall. Ferns such as
polipody and maidenhair spleenwort had also found
themselves a space on the walls where they could
thrive.

Within the five gardens as a whole we came across,
among other trees, medlar, walnut and common
mulberry. Along with quince, they make up a quartet
of trees often planted in the past at the corners of herb
gardens and orchards. The medlar, walnut and
common mulberry trees we saw at Canterbury may
well be descended from specimens planted when the
gardens of the precinct were cultivated by the
Benedictine monks of the dissolved Christ Church
Priory.

The fruit of the medlar is pear shaped and is
yellowish brown. Medlars are gathered in October
when they are still hard and sour. They are stored
until they become soft when they are cither made into
jelly or eaten as a dessert. They taste a little like
baked apple.

English walnuts can be pickled in vinegar whilst
the green plum-like husk is still fleshy. Alternatively,
the walnut can be left until it is ripe when the husk
rots away, exposing the wrinkled shell of the nut.

to red to black. Although it has an unusual flavour,
some people like to eat it raw, but it is more often
used in jam and wine making. The common mulberry
tree is often found in gardens of old country houses,
serving as the centre piece of a lawn.

Above our heads, as we inspected the gardens one
by one, we caught the sight or heard the calls of
house martins, jackdaws, herring gulls and swifts.
With their distinctive blue-black and white plumage,
house martins are one of the most conspicuous of all
of our summer visitors. Most householders who have
house martins nesting under the eaves of their homes
feel privileged to have the birds return to the same
site year after year. In Canterbury house martins
doubtless obtain the mud they need to build or repair
their nests from the many building sites that currently
cxist in the centre of the city. House martins basking
on a sunlit roof prior to departure to Africa in
September or October are a classic sign of Autumn.

The jackdaw has an irrepressible jauntiness both in
the air and on the ground and a reputation for guile
and intelligence. It is an intensely social bird and
nests in belfries, down chimneys, in holes in trees and
on the towers of ancient buildings. A colony of

jackdaws nests in holes in the walls of Canterbury

Cathedral in which scaffolding poles were once
inserted, among other nooks and crannies on the
building.

The herring gull is the species which we
automatically associate with the word *seagull’ and
its resounding cries arc reminiscent of the seaside.
Herring gulls started nesting on the roofs of buildings
in the 1920s and their presence is often deemed
unpopular by homeowners. The birds” favourite food
includes molluscs and crabs although they have a
very catholic diet. In Canterbury they doubtless take
advantage of food dropped or discarded by the
thousands of visitors to the city.

In June the yearling swifts (the ones not yet
breeding) gather together, particularly in the
evenings, to perform wild displays as they case each
other in the sky above Canterbury. These gatherings
are known as screaming parties and are a fitting finale
to a wonderful summer’s day.

The fruit of the common mulberry turns from green  Jo¢ Ennis
DRIVING INSTRUCTOR STEP-UP Accountants and
P Tax Consultants
‘® 01634 374502 L -| LoFT LADDERS (Established 25 years)
G E DRIVING Choice of models to suit your needs SALTER-McLEAN & Co.
SCHOOL OF MOTORING Also new loft hatches, loft flooring Wigmoare

Ged East D.S.A. A.D.I.

42 Sunningdale Drive
& Rainham
Kent ME8 9EQ

GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates.

& lighting fitted if required

STAIRLIFTS
straight & curved
www stepuplofiladders.co.uk
For a free quote please ring
01795 554042 or 07870 559172

We offer an efficient and personal
service to all types of busingss
as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
See our website

www.Salter-Mclean.co.uk or

Telephone 01634 313866

for a free initial consultation

8

The final part of Stan Randall’s series about a
year in the life of a fruit farmer
THE FRUITS OF OUR LABOUR

And so we reach the last stage of our yearly quest to
harvest and sell enough fruit to keep us solvent.
Routine weed and pest control continues until
gathering the crop becomes a full time job. Now the
help of the women in the family is needed together
with casual workers. Women generally make the best
pickers of soft fruit and many are very good ladder
workers. Men were in demand for their ability to
move and set ladders, especially in the taller trees,
and up until the 1960s and 70s many local shift
workers found part-time work on fruit farms for a few
weeks, but as cherry growing declined and more
dwarf hard fruit trees were planted women pickers
predominated.

Even if Spring has been kind there can be trouble
ahead — indeed there will be for sure if you grow
cherries. As the crop ripens bird damage can be
disastrous, particularly when caused by starlings.
Attacking in flocks they squabble and slash at
everything in sight, and can leave a tree dripping in
juice in no time. Attempts to shift them have included
shaking football rattles, or tins full of stones, gas
cannons and fireworks on a slow burning rope, and
the ultimate weapon, a shotgun. The other major
problem is rain, several hours of which can split even
semi-ripe fruit as can a short thunderstorm. 1
remember one in particular. We had just begun
picking a black variety, Gaucher, which was usually
more resistant to splitting than most, when a storm
blew up just before 3 o’clock. We dashed to the shed
and had an early tea break, emerging about 20
minutes later to hot sunshine. Returning to the tree we
found at least 80% damage, and it was obviously
going to be uneconomic to continue. Split cherries are
not marketable, and they soon rot on the tree spoiling
any sound fruit that remains.

Late frosts, severe enough to damage blossom or
even blacken fruitlets, are not too common on the
lower lying land near the river, but one such did
occur on the 17th May 1935. Surprisingly a few
places suffered only slightly, and Father had what I
believe was his best year financially. Cold damp
weather seems a bigger problem, and can result in
poor pollination or, by halting the growth of tiny
fruits for even a short period can cause later natural
thinning to be excessive. In any case, the variation in
crop volumes year on year can be great; we've picked

as low as a couple of hundred to as many as 2,500
twelve pound trays of Victoria plums from the same
orchards,

Other problems? As we had boundaries on both
road and footpaths we suffered quite badly from
scrumping, including once some soldiers standing on
the top of their lorry in the lane! It was not so much
what people took as the damage they did to trees and
fences that annoyed us most. One Sunday evening in
the 1950s, relaxing in Pump Lane with some friends
after a hard weekend cherry picking, I watched in
horror as about thirty or so boxes of our best Naps
fell off the lowered tail board of our local haulier
Mr Elliott’s pre-war Bedford 5-tonner as it groaned
past us. The ‘chip’ baskets, made by the splendidly
named British Basket and Besto Co., had been
stacked too high, and the lower ones had sagged as
gravity overtook the strength of containers. Alan
dashed off to get some replacements and we all
mucked in to salvage what we could. Remarkably
little damage had occurred, and we found we now had
101 boxes where 100 had been loaded! And
surprisingly, when we received the sale return from
the Covent Garden agent no adverse comments were
included.

As the season progresses, from gooseberries and
currants, through the worry of cherries, the more
relaxing picking of damsons and plums, I always
found the stress reducing all the while, and apple and
pear gathering very enjoyable. And as the last
Comice pear is carefully packed in your picking
basket, you can think to yourself, ‘this is where we
came in twelve months ago’. S

tan Randall

JAZZ EVENING

St. Margaret's Heritage Fund is presenting an evening
of Traditional Jazz including hymns and spirituals by
the Jazz Advocates with vocals by Viv Rogers. The
concert is being held in St Margaret's Church at
7.30pm on Friday 13th July 2007.

Tickets are £10 including Wine and Cheese and can
be obtained from the church office or by phone on
01634 371941 or 362023.

The Jazz Advocates are well known around Kent
and this promises to be a special evening.

Regrettably time is running out for the church with
a large section of the ceiling having to be removed
before it fell and our window to run events in the
church to raise money for essential structural repairs
is now becoming limited.

GORDON J. WHITING

House Clearance/Waste Removal
cooker, woshing machine, three piece suite,
double beds, etc...
single items removed ef...

Tel: 01622 720010
Mobile: 07860 559459
Licensed by the KCC

= D.H. MILLER &
X For all your Plumbing Services
R;ﬁé ;‘g"- HELP is on its way

UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING
BOILER EXCHANGES
POWER FLUSHING
LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

01634 235831 - Mobile 07860 471210
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No Call Qut Charge

Repaired & Serviced

KW ELECTRONIC SERVICES

All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc.

ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO FOR SALE
All work guaranteed at least 3 months

TELEPHONE: Medway 364943

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
T/IA F.A.B. FLOORS

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 0SN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Munn Academy of Dance
Pupils from age 2yrs to professional
Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn Fellow and Examiner L.D.T.A

Medway 234168

Clean Rreak

o i
] take the break - we'll do the ‘.wnm_

Domestic and Commercial Cleaning Services
Tel: 01634 234050
Mobile: 07802 872 782

CRYSTAL Curtain & Blind
Manufacturers Ltd

Free Quotation and
Fitting Services
Visit our
Showrocom Behind
VWyevale Garden

01634 817807

o |Centre, Hempstead | —

NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing —
Decking — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

Builders &
Decorators

EXTENSIONS - GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: 01634 235383

86 Berengrave Lane
Rainham-Kent-MEB 7NJ

DAvVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
¢ Full Corgi Registration
* All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

CLEANING
OF DRIVES & PATIOS
Sealing & Repairs
We Do The Dirty Work For
You...And Bring It Back Like
New
McCourts

01634 375569

0800 298 7338
www.mccourtskent.co.uk
51 Wigmore Road, Wigmore,

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL COMMERCIAL/
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE
RATES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604

Gillingham Mobile 07961 839328
CASTLE MEDWAY TREE
PLASTERING SURGEONS
SERVICES A qualified & insured service
For All aspects of plastering All aspects of
tree work

Plastering over artex a speciality
Estimates Free
Colin Hebditch
Tel: 01634 389675
Mobile: 07721 365630
MEMBER OF MEDWAY FAIR TRADER

. incl stump grinding
Free quotations
Joel Sims

10 Birch Grove, Hempstead ME7 3RG
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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Diary 2007

July 27th - Friends of Medway Libraries, ex-library
book and video sale outside at Chatham Library
11.00.a.m. - 3.00.p.m. Do come along and bring the
sun with you!

July 27th — MKAS Peter Parish - Constellation of the
month, (see 13th July).

July 28th — Garden Party, 37 Edwin Road, Rainham,
12.00 - 5.00pm. Friends of St Margaret’s Church.
Raffle, stalls etc, £3.50 to include salad meal &
dessert. All welcome, ring 230430 for details.

July 28th - Fuchsias & Pelargoniums Show, 2.00pm
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way, £1 entry,
children free.

July 29th - Countryside Event — Extreme Medway,
Capstone Farm Country park 10.00am — 5.00pm.
Try a wide range of extreme sports, skiing to
paintballing, quad biking to abseiling. Ring 331447
for details, tickets - £5 over 13 years, £3 under 13,
spectators free.

July 29th — Medway Towns Footpath Group walk,
10.00am, Hollingbourne by ‘Dirty Habit’ PH new
bridge, 6.5 miles, no dogs, ring 375821 for details.

July 30th - Countryside Event — Creative Clay
Creatures, Riverside Country Park 10.00am - 12
noon or 1.30 — 3.30pm, for accompanied children 5
-12 years, £2.50 per child, ring 378987 to book.

July 31st — Countryside Event — Forest Crafts
workshop, Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am
~ 12 noon or 1.30 - 3.30pm, for accompanied
children 5 -12 years, £2.50 per child, ring 812196
to book.

August 1st — Rainham Horticultural Society,
Competition Night, (see July 15th)

August 2nd — Countryside Event — Monster and
critter masks. Riverside Country Park 10.00am -
2.00pm (drop in any time), for accompanied
children 5 -12 years, £] per child, ring 378987

«-PAy

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent, MEB 8AT
24 Hour Recovery. 8am-6pm Tel: Medway 377603
After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY

TOP QUALITY PVCU
Windows / Doors / Conservatories
All repairs undertaken. Misted sealed units replaced.
ALL AT TRADE PRICES!
CALL: GRAHAM RALPH for
Prompt & Friendly response!
Professional Survey Service
(over 30 years' experience)

Phone 01634 370515
Mobile 07971 554335
Fax 01634 329771

August 3rd — Countryside Event — Teddy Bears
Picnic, Riverside Country Park 10.00am — 2.00pm,
for accompanied children 3 - 7 years, £2.50 per
child, ring 378987 to book.

August 6th — Countryside Event — Treasure Trove
Trail, Riverside Country Park 11.00am — 2.00pm,
for accompanied children 5 -12 years, £2.50 per
child, ring 378987 to book, or drop in any time to
do the trail £1 per child.

August 7th — Countryside Event Pond Life at
Capstone Farm Country Park. Four one hour
sessions 10am, 11am, 1.30pm and 2.30pm, for
accompanied children 5 -12 years, £1 per child,
ring 812196 to book.

August 8th — Bredhurst W.1.. Games, Competition
Summer Flower, (seellth July)

August 8th— Rainham Poetry Group, (see 11th July).

August 8th — Rainham Flower Club, Workshop.
Tutored by Jenny Ponsford & Gill Flaxman, (see

11th July).

August 9th- Countryside Event Children’s Fishing
Teaching, Capstone farm Country Park 9.00am —
12 noon and 1.00 — 4.00pm, suitable aged § —12
years, £6.50 per child ring 812196 to book.

August 10th - Countryside Event — Marine Day,
Riverside Country Park 12 noon -3.00pm, ring
378987 for details.

August 11th —Instep Dancing, (see 21st July).

August 14th — Fuchsias & Pelargoniums, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way, Post
Show talk by the Judges.

August 14th — Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,
Environmental Buildings from the Past; from wattle
and daub to brick, (see 10th July)

August 15th — Countryside Event — Buggy Walk,
Riverside Country Park 10.00-11.00am, £1 per
person under fives free, ring 378987 for details.

August 15th — Bredhurst Garden Club, Dr Peter
Brandham — Illustrated Talk * The U.S. Desert
Experience, 8.00pm Bredhurst Hall, ring 233554
for details.

Boiler-Tech Services

Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs — LPG and Oil
All work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP
CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

Y & L DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing

For Your Free No Obligation Quote
12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent

01634 232048 www.bdlgasservices.co.uk
Visit your local gas showroom

BD L GASSERVICES LTD &

. Corg
Jor all your Gas Appliance needs s
Cookers, Fires, Surrounds 120326

Fires on Live! and all installation work

[ Net Connect

] CMpmgr Services

I For all your Computer Requirements
®Hardware ® Networking ®Software Develo ment

| ®MS Office Specialist ®Web Devel'opmeﬁl

i Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer, Solutions
L Developer and MS Office Certified Specialist

(__S.B. BRICKWORK LTD )

BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS AND
GENERAL BUILDERS

Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken
Telephone: 01634 263416
YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

mvw.net-conn_ecﬂ,czn]k_}
Tel: (01634) 324023 i
Mobile: 07952 147405 [

._2'0I.'.IIII"...'I..."'I.'II'.I.

Shate, lerracotta and Mosaics

CSupplied and Fixed = -
i il or labour ouly I

I 01634 235714

Specialists in Walls, Floors JL.

A J ROSS ELECTRICAL
21 years experience
Work carried out to current regulations
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999
or 01634 372411
11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS

[Tt RO PR ESs

FASCIAS - SOFFITS BARGEBOARDS - CLADDING GUTTEHH“]“‘

%

Removal of Old Timber T
Maintenance Free Exteriors ‘f I ?"\3
Full Ventilation with Bird Guard ~ *2 7 -

¥ 01634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MES 0JL

D.A.Price (Medway)
{Est.1984)
Tel:01795 842644
Mobile: 07860 733 980

GENERAL HOUSE MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR .

Household/shop Maintenance and Repairs
Decorating — Coving — Carpentry - Hd
Fence Erection - Plumbing ~ Bathrooms Fitted - Odd jobs  *

3 i
LN ]

CARPENTER & JOINER

For all aspects of carpentry work
Domestic and commercial
Including daors, lofts, staircases, skirting,
partitioning & ceilings.

For free estimates call Barry on
07957 415515 or 01634 327243

* TREE MANAGEMENT

= CHIPPING

= STUMP GRINDING

s PLANTNG LINDSA

= FIREWOOD & COMPANY

TREE SURGEONS
TEL/FAX 01634 366923

JAMES & BECKETT

Solicitors

MATRIMONIAL
Nadia Beckett

WILLS & PROBATE

Hilary Laundon
27 High Street Rainham
01634 263774

J.E.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience - Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobile: 07779987633

M & D DECKING
DECKING AND GARDENING SERVICES

Prompt and reliable service offered

q. g al

Tidying & clearing.
Rainham based, ring me for a free quote,

Mick Eardley ... 01634 264266

Paths, ding, hedge trii
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FRIENDS of BERENGRAVE

Dear Editor,

The 'Friends of Berengrave' would like to make
contact with any relatives of the following men, all of
whom worked at the British Standard Cement Works
in Motney Hill and lost their lives in World War I.
BUGDEN Herbert Alfred. Born Ramsgate- Gunner
179679 "C" Battery, 86th Brig, Royal Field Artillery
COOMBER Ernest Edward. Born Faversham- Master
at Arms 158275 (CH) H.M.S. "Campania" RN.
COUCHMAN Edmund. Bomn Sittingbourne- Stoker
2nd Class K/23698 H.M.S. "Princess Irene" RN
GOODWIN Alfred Ernest. Born London- Stoker 1st
Class 301046 H.M.S. "Bulwark" Royal Navy
GOODWIN John Rayner. Possibly born Lower
Rainham- Deckhand 4477SD H.M. Trawler
"Burnley" Royal Naval Reserve

KEUTINIUS (KEUTENIUS) James William.
Possibly born Rainham- Trimmer 3034ST
H.M.P.M.S. "Ascot" Royal Naval Reserve
LOCKYER William.- Driver 92200, 287th Army
Troops Company, Royal Engineers

PACKER Jack (John) Edward.- Deck hand 3183SD
H.M. Trawler "Repro" Royal Naval Reserve
RAYNER Sidney Robert. Born Chelsea- Sapper
1000, No. 2 Kent Fortress Company, Roval Engineers
RUTH Alfred. Born Upchurch- Private 32129 8th
Battalion, East Surrey Regiment

SKINNER Percy Arthur. Born Rainham- Private
128108 62nd Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Inf)

SMITH Frederick. Possibly born Rainham- Private
(/6454 8th Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal WK Reg)
SWAN Frederick Charles. Born Rainham- Stoker 1st
Class §5/104622 (RFR/CH/B/8411) H.M.S. "Raglan"
YOUNG Frederick.- Royal Navy (No other
information available)
Relatives are requested to contact The Chairman,
Friends of Berengrave, Tel: 01634 233014 or e-mail
friendsberengrave@btinternet.com for further
information
For your information, FoB have recently acquired a
historical artefact in the form of a memorial plaque to
the men mentioned above. We have permission from
Medway Council to permanently display this plaque
in the visitor centre at Riverside Country Park. There
will be an official unveiling of the plaque, with the
Mayors of Medway and Gravesham present. [t would
be nice if we could also invite any surviving relatives
of those who lost their lives.

Regards,

Brian Baker

Chairman (FoB)

Tel: 01634 233014 Mob: 07802 214 378

BOOK AND VIDEO SALE

Friends of Medway Libraries are holding an ex-
library book and video sale outside at CHATHAM
LIBRARY on Friday July 27th, 11.00.a.m. -
3.00.p.m.

Do come along and bring the sun with you!

SB PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering, rendering,
pebble dashing, screeding and
skimming undertaken.

For free estimates call Scott on
01634 306995 or 07855 149612

STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

PH INTERIORS

THE START TO FINISH CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING
AND HOME ALTERATION SERVICE

For a reliable and professional tradesman
Call 01634 327019 — Philip Hobbs

15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent

V.E. WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green, Rainham, Kent MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote

Winners of Medway Small Business Community Care Award
We supply home helps for all your Domestic needs, including
Hoovering * Dusting * Laundry { Ironing
Shopping « Meals  1-off Blitz / Spring Clean
FULLY INSURED IN YOUR HOME
Tel: 01634 366528 Mobile: 07904 038813
Proprietor: Pamela Dunn

Mobile 07798 647747 Sirisdalevaniig oo vigy B wilabl
HOUSEMARTINS ORCHARD WINDOWS
123 High Strast, Rainham, Kont MES 8AN b Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PVCu Products

TRADE — DIY — GLASS UNITS
Windows — Patio Doors — French Doors
Stable Doors — Conservatories — Porches

6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757




Small Ads

Next issue: August 4th
Copy date: July 25th
Price: £2.00 per line

Box Ads: £25.00 per month
£69.00 3 months paid in advance

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Or above Rainham Bookshop.

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS
solving all your computer problems.
01634 362294. I come to you
evenings & weekends.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofts/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370.

PAINTERDECORATOR

30 years' experience.

Tel: Doug Marchant 01634 373016 or
07930627241 for free estimate.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. Home visits for elderly
housebound. Dentures made and
repaired. Free of charge for people
receiving guaranteed pension credit.
Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Sunday Setvices
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia Avenue
Church, Twydall.

Further details from 01634 302631.

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds gualified. Contact
Lorna 01634 683605 or Barbara
01622 682736 or mobile 0777 986
3977.

Chiropodist J. Judge M.InstCh.P.

Home Visits — Clinic. Corns, Calluses,

Ingrowing Nails. Med 361720.

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — excellent
modernised centre with main hall and
meeting rooms available for hire at
competitive rates. Full disabled
access, hearing aid loop, excellent
kitchen. To book phone 01634 364591
or 262197.

CARPETS, VINYL & DESIGNER
FLOORING. Your local specialist in
domestic and commercial flooring.
Home Selection Service. MLA. Murr
& Sons, 30 Broomcroft Road,
Rainham, Kent. Tel 01634 263235
Mob 07973 6378535.

COSTA BLANCA VILLA RENTAL
Long let available. Sleeps 6.

Phone 01634 363238

PROMPT PLUMBING SERVICES
45 years’ experience. Central heating
& small jobs Tel John 01634 578732
or Mobile 07821 763582.

OSBORNE HOME & GARDEN
All aspects of property improvements
& maintenance work undertaken. We
also provide a handyman service for
those smaller jobs that you never get
around to. Just call Tony on 01634
575491 or (mob) 0770 928 9665

DISCO - professional entertainment
for any occasion. ‘The Black Pepper
Roadshow. Jim Lindsay 375552.

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388. Mob (07743 128240

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
all types Fencing. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404.

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,

Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close. Sunday — 10.15am
Other meetings in homes.

Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at
10.30am to 12 noon. For any other
details about the Fellowship and its
activities, please contact Richard
Hayton, 01634 235799.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11am and 6.30pm, Treasure
Seekers and Ambassadors 10am.
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors

Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187.

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

HEMPSTEAD PAVILION
PLAYGROUP. Places available for
2V2-5 years. OFSTED registered/
inspected. Qualified staff. Phone
Medway 234718 (9-12), 316315
(eves). Registered Charity No.
1077736.

GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service. 01634 378763,

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387,
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2¥2to 5 years.
Engquiries please phone 01634 366574,

TUITION FOR 11+ up to GCSE
* | 1+ Preparation and Practice

* Key Stage 2 and 3 SAT's

* GCSE Maths, English and Science
* Qualified teaching. CRB checked
Contact 01634 310653,

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying leak
tel 234149,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties and
Meetings. Facilities for the

Disabled. Attractive Setting —

Ample car parking.

To book phone 01634 364859.
JAMIE MAY UPHOLSTERY

High quality traditional and modem
upholstery. All types of upholstery and
repair work undertaken.

Tel: 01795 424457 Mob 07838 219342,

BOUNCY CASTLE & GIANT
GAME HIRE. For bookings and
enquiries phone the Castle Crew on
01634 388049 or mob 07913 926752.

FOR STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs. Tel

Mr Derek Organ on 01634 374524 or
07850262 156 for a free estimate.

BRICKWORK

Garden walls, Conservatory Bases,
Patios, Drives, General Maintenance.
Rob 01634 572613/07939 666035.

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£2.80. Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat £10.50. Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639.

MATHEMATICS TUITION
GCSE and A Level

By experienced tutor — B.Sc.Hons,
A level marking experience.
Telephone Medway 233374

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217.

RALPH’'S BARN DANCE
Call 01634 375481

TOTAL TILING
Kitchens & Bathrooms. Walls & Floors.
Call Pat on 07984 817409.

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

Just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 328537.
M&R GARDEN SERVICES
01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733.
PIANO/KEYBOARD LESSONS

Relaxed and Reasonable.
Pam Ormiston 01634 365789,

SCRAPBOOK SISTERS

For all your scrapbooking & cardmaking
needs. 1B Norreys Road, Rainharm.
01634 366355 or
www.scrapbooksisters.co.uk

WE SELL 4U ON EBAY
www.cashinnauctions.com
01634 375537. 7 Station Road

MAKING MOVIES 4U

For your occasion or documentary.
Creative — Different — Competitive.
Call 01634 360401/371570
www.videofour.co.uk.

D.IS.C.O. - ANY OCCASION
Reliable — Professional — Reasonable.
Dave Allan — Mob 07864 703983 or
01634 372061.

PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842097 or 07811 606988
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work,
fencing. Patios, decking, design & build
available. 01634 364985 07930 183466.
DENTURE REPAIRS

Same day service. Collection &
delivery free. Call 01634 387824,

REIDEC PAINTER & Decorator

All aspects undertaken. Qualified City &
Guilds. Free estimates. Tel 079572
48495 or 01634 361418

LOCKSMITH - call Loyal Locks
for a trusted locksmith and carpentry
service for all your doors and windows.
UPVChimber. Tel 07986 464970.

FOOT CARE. HOME VISITS
Registered foot health practitioner.
Samantha Newton. 01634 230260

144 CLUB LIVE JAZZ
Tickets & Info 01634 365453 or
www.144club.co.uk

WHOLE GARDEN Maintenance.
Weekly or fortnightly.

Strimming, mowing, hoeing etc.
Tel Medway 01634 264212

IM CARPENTRY. Adv City / Guilds
18 years experience. All calls welcome.
Phone lan on 07778 281763

BEADING MARVELOUS

Bead Jewelry Parties for age 6-12.

DIY Kits available. Tania 077726 58697
BEGINNER'S ART LESSONS.
Drawing & Watercolour Painting.

Small classes, paper & refreshments.
Mondays 7-9.30 Rainham. £9.50
Contact Sandra 01634 309822

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Garden clearance, mowing, lawn repair,
hedges trimmed, pond maintenance. City
& Guilds trained. Shane 01634 363002.
DAVID IS BACK, SO FOR YOUR
decorating and those odd jobs ring
07708 142606. Highly recommended.

BUILDER & DECORATOR
Any job considered. Roger Clay.
Telephone 01634 361596

CALLIGRAPHY WRITING for all
occasions — weddings, parties, poems etc
Phone Karena on 01622 632643.

M S P PLUMBING & HEATING
SERVICES. Boilers Change & Service,
Fires, Cookers. Bathrooms, Kitchens &
Tiling. No job too small. 01634 309765
07977 490748.

DEMENTIA RESPITE CENTRE
Hempstead Home gives carers a break
by providing either day care for all or
part of the day, short stay beds or a carer
in the patient’s home. For more details

see www.hempsteadhome.co.uk or call
01634 365345.

C.J.G. CARPENTRY & BUILDING
Carpentry, Brickwork, Plastering, etc.
Free estimates. Chris Green

01634 378122 Mob 07789 796256
SLIMMING WORLD (Hempstead)
Hempstead Infants School, Thurs 6.00
& 7.30 pm Call 01634 370390 anytime.

SPARKLES GLITTER PARTIES
4-9yrs hair, make-up etc. 10yrs+
experiment with make-up. Tel 376270
GAIA ANGELICUS: holistic healing
& teaching. Beginners meditation course
Learn to relieve stress & pain. 01795
843354, www.gaia-angelicus.co.uk

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157
for a free no obligation estimate.

TJC FENCING & DECKING.
Fencing repairs & erection. All types of
decking undertaken. 01634 364985
079580 72928

DRUMS, PIANO, VIBES,
xylophone & percussion lessons.
Concess.rates OAPs. Roan Kearsey-
Lawson MA, BAHons 01634 365453.

GAIA ANGELICUS: holistic healing
& teaching. Crystal Jewellery workshop
Sun 29 May or Sun 22 July. Spend a
stress busting day creating Crystal
Jewellery. £45 incl all crystals &
components. 01795 843354,
www.gaia-angelicus.co.uk

HELP AT HAND. Friendly, reliable
service for those small jobs nobody
wants to do, inside or out. Call Peter on
01634 377357 or 07969 805417

MEDWAY MOBILE CYCLE
REPAIRS. Free collection & return.
Call Ray (previously of C&S Bikes)
on Medway 314631,

C & J CLEARANCE

House, Garage, Loft, Shed.

KCC Registered. 01634 261749
Mobile 078127 34570/ 07970 759404

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
Christine Nicholson MCFHP MAFHP
RGN. Visiting practice. 01634 371949

ALL SCRAP METAL WANTED
including cars with log book. Also
rubbish clearances undertaken.

Ring Debbie on 07836 585911,

LITERACY HOME TUTOR

For KS2 pupils 7-11 years.

Also experienced in teaching aspergic
and dyslexic children. Please telephone
Hilary Harris 01634 234105 for details.

POPEYE'S DRIVEWAY & PATIO
cleaning, from £25. Quick & efficient.
Fully insured. Very affordable. Call
Gareth on 07736 790832

WANT TO PLAY TENNIS?

Avenue LTC in Glebe Road, Gillingham
offer adult & junior coaching for £2 on
Saturdays 10 to 1lam. Just turn up or
call Lesley on 01634 668609. New club
members also very welcome.

BRIDGE LESSONS IN RAINHAM
for beginners & improvers beginning
September. For details contact Derek
Bendle on 01634 364531.

WIGMORE FLOORING LTD.
Kamndean Flooring specialist. Laminate,
Engineered, Solid and Herringbone
Wood Floors. Traditional Carpet and
Vinyl. Call for a free no obligation
ggomtion, Friendly professional service.
Georgian Way, Wigmore, Gillingham
MESR 0QZ. 01634 260558.
TREEWORKS: All aspects of tree &
hedge work undertaken. Free quotes.
Peter 01364 230311 or 07850 006040

LANGDALE CLEANING SERVICE
A professional and reliable cleaning
service. Regular weekly cleans. Contract
& domestic work welcome. Call Sue
Blake 01634 260114 or 07986 332067

FARMERS MARKET Ig’empstead
Valley Shopping Centre 2" Sunday
each month (8 July, 12 Aug, 9 Sep etc)
10am - 2pm. A chance to buy fresh
local produce. Contact 07775 736116
www myfarmersmarket.co.uk

£5.00 OFF RIDING LESSON WITH
this advert at the new riding school at
Willow Farm, Hansletts Lane, Ospringe,
Faversham. 01795 533669.

Large indoor & outdoor schools. 20 mins
from Jne 4 of M2. Experienced
instructors and quality horses.

SMALL PET BOARDING & DOG
walking. Home visits — insured — Police
checked, local collection & delivery.
Claire 01634 230921 / 07775 946065

HAVE YOU WRITTEN A BOOK?
For help with self publishing look on
www.thenet.uknet and click on
publishing services in the index of local
businesses.

LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION

Your leaflets distributed with The Net
magazine for £25 plus VAT per 1000.
Over 80,000 homes in Medway reached
every month. Details 01634 310011,
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JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

THE COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN
Preorder your copy of
‘HARRY POTTER AND
THE DEATHLY HALLOWS’
From RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
Join in the Fun of our Midnight Opening
JULY 21st 2007
17-23 Station Road, Rainham

Tel: 01634 371591

Hallett's
i@ Plumbing &
88 Heating

I,

Reg: {rd
Chris Hallett
5. CENTRAL HEATING,

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS

01634 370697 07711 362898

Est. 1971

Ealalajalsfalaalaitiiy
REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For o ostmates wioprone: 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

FAIRVIEW ESTATE AGENTS

157 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, Rainham, Kent. MES OPX
‘The answer to all your property needs’

*RESIDENTIAL SALES *LETTINGS
*PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

CONTACT MICHAEL TURNER FOR DETAILS
TELEPHONE: 01634 377825

Fitted Furniture and
Appliances. Design,
Supply & Install

or Supply Only

LROOTS 2

Kitchens Bedrooms Bathrooms

Vine Farm, Stockers Hill, Boughton-under-Blean,
Faversham, Kent. ME13 9AB
Tel: 01227 751130 www.rootskitchens.co.uk

The Finance Centre (Rainham)
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER

Cranford House, 24a Longley Road, Rainham, Kent. MES 7RU
Tel: 01634 370009 Fax: 01634 361166 Mobile: 07961 334561

Email: barry@tfcr.co.uk
Barry James Cert PFS, Specialist Mortgage Adviser

A member of posi ions which is regi

by the Financial Services Authority

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

In lime n// need ...

JOHN WEIR
Feoneral Dereclors

A private family owned and run business
* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Kent ME8 8AR Car parking available

=

Q=
* Private Chapels of Rest

* Horse Drawn Hearse available

Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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