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We Wish youa HappyChristmas 3

We believe this photograph, showing the Sittingbourne end of Rainham High Street, was taken in 1906
when the new Rainham Fire Engine arrived. Durland House, built in about 1820, and now a retirement
home, is the first building on the right. Freddie Cooper mentions the Rainham Fire Brigade in his article
‘Rainham a Century Ago” on page 9.

Robert J. Kitney

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

Our splendid photograph on the front cover shows the
horse drawn Rainham fire pump travelling up the
High Street just opposite where the footpath from
Scott Avenue joins the main road today. The picture
was found in the Maidstone Fire Museum; it had been
donated by his family after the death of Mr Holloway
a long time Rainham fireman. It illustrates very aptly
Freddie Cooper’s article, part of which we print this
month, entitled “Rainham A Century Ago’. Luckily
Mrs Holloway had the foresight to find a safe place
for this and other artefacts that they may be enjoyed
by future generations. Today we are much more
aware of the interest in bygone times and [ hope no
one nowadays would just throw out old pictures,
newspaper cuttings and treasured memorabilia when
clearing a home. Tragically this did happen forty or
fifty years ago and so much of our heritage was lost.

Rainham was a very different place in which to live at

the date of this photograph. Few families had much
money for luxuries but as everyone was in the same
situation it did not matter so much. Rainham was a
village with a real community spirit; the police knew
everyone and were quite capable of a quick clip
round the ear for any misguided youth that crossed
their path. Instant justice or injustice, it kept crime to
a minimum and few families would have thought it
necessary to lock their door. Childhood ended very
carly. Unless they were fortunate enough to continue,
education finished as soon as a certain standard was
attained which could be as young as 11 years old and
the youngsters then entered the world of work, boys
to an apprenticeship in retail, agriculture or a trade
and girls very often into service or shop work. It was

expected that older children would help bring up their

siblings and the school holidays were arranged
around the farming year so that whole families could

help with the fruit and hop harvest. Would we want to
go back and live as these firemen did a hundred years

brisk outing in the countryside is an excellent way to
rid yourself of the festive excesses and winter blues.
Do have a very happy Christmas and we will see you
again in 2007,

As usual the next editions of Action Forum will be a
combined January / February issue published on
January 20th, followed by the second one of 2007 on
March 3rd.

Correspondence

MRS FITTALL
Dear Editor, _
Having just read the November issue of Action

Forum I was very interested in the picture on the front
cover of Rainham Townswomen’s Guild taken in the
late 1940s/carly 1950s. I am particularly intcrested in

knowing if anyone has any information about
Mrs Fittall. My father, who is now 83 and lives in
Portsmouth, was a Fittall from Sheppy. We recently
started to look into his family tree and found that
most Fittalls lived down in the Dover area and apart
from his family we know of no others in this area at
the time of the photo. If anyone has any further
information I would love to hear from them.

Many thanks,

Lyn Nolan

LINE DANCING 01634 235647

Dear Editor,
On 4th January 2007 ‘Revival 2000’ line dance

club will be starting an improvers class, on Thursday
evenings from 7.00pm to 8.00pm, at United Services

Club in Rainham. Entry £2.00. For more details
contact Lorna White on 01634 388760.
Yours sincerely,

Lorna White (Treasurer)

DEANWOOD PRIMARY EDUCATION
TECHNOLOGY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Deanwood School, Long Catlis Road, Parkwood,

will be holding their ever popular Christmas Fayre on
Saturday 9th December, from 12 noon until 3pm. We
have Father Christmas in his Grotto with his band of
helpers! There will be many festive stalls and games.
There will also be the opportunity to buy raffle tickets

to our Grand Draw. Hot and cold refreshments
available, plus homemade cakes.
Open to all, look forward to seeing you.

ST MARGARET’S CHRISTMAS SERVICES

On Christmas Eve Sunday 24th December there will

ago? I think the answer is a resounding NO. Life may

have been much simpler but it was hard and only the ~ be one Family Communion service in the morning at

9.30am plus Crib Services at 1.30pm and 4.00pm and

strong survived.
Back in our cosy twenty-first century we have

much to offer you this month. All the usual Christmas

events, church services, school fairs, carol concerts
and pantomimes, plus, to get your New Year off to a

Midnight Eucharist beginning at 11.00pm.

On Christmas Day we will have two services, Holy

Communion at 8.00am and our All Age Worship at
10.30am.

good start a selection of organised walks. A good We look forward to sceing you.

[S]

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER

St Peter’s Bredhurst are presentin g a Christmas
Play, ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’, under the Applause
Rural Touring Scheme, in the Village Hall on Friday
I5th December, at 7.30pm. This show is a musical
telling of the Second Shepherds travelling with their
troublesome flock across the South Downs, and is
suitable for everyone over 7. Tickets at £6 for adults
and £2 for children are available from Ann Keeble,
telephone 361263,

MEDWAY ARCHIVES WINE 'N WISDOM

Friends of Medway Archives and Local Studies will
be holding their first fund raising event on 13th
December at 7pm,

We are hosting a Wine *n Wisdom at the Civic
Suite, Civic Centre, Strood, and tickets will be £4.00
members and £5.00 non-members available from
Cindy Med 332714,

People are requested to bring their own bottle of
wine and glass and we will provide the snacks,

BARN DANCE

A Barn Dance in aid of VSO (Voluntary Service
Overseas) will be held on Saturday January 27th 2007
at Fort Pitt Grammar School, Chatham. The group
leading the dance are *The Pilgrims’ Way’. Tickets at
£9 per head - to include a hot meal (but please bring
your own drinks and glasses) may be obtained from
Rosemary Moss on 01634 813643,

INDOOR BOOT FAIR

Bredhurst Village Hall Committee are holding an
Indoor Boot Fair from 10.00am to 2.00pm on
Saturday 27th January in the hall, Refreshments wil]
be available plus a raffle and music. Tables at £10
cach should be booked in advance. All enquiries
please to Mrs June Cox 01634 268544, All proceeds
will be donated to the ongoing upkeep of the hall

WINE & WISDOM

A Wine & Wisdom Competition will be held on
Saturday 20th January at 7.30pm in St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore,
starting at 7.30pm. Entrance will be £6 per person.

A supper will be provided but we ask that everyone
bring their own drink and glass. All proceeds will be
donated to the Parish of South Gillingham Dortmund
Exchange Group. More information may be obtained
from the Chairman David Lewis on 01634 234027,

Hand Made Curtains,
Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets

Curtain Design Consultation
 available in the comfort of your own home
For that sophisticated look Ring
dharon Findlag or . Tel. 01634 262135

CAROL CONCERT

Rainham Ladies Choir with The Chatham Citadel
Band of the Salvation Army invite you to a Carol
Concert at The Royal Dockyard Church, Historic
Dockyard, Chatham, on Saturday 9th December at
7.30pm. Please ring 01634 672265 for tickets.

RAINHAM TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD

We have a few more names to add to those mentioned
under the picture on the front cover last month. In the
front row third from the right is Mrs Braley (wife of
the local policeman) and ninth from the right Mrs
Phoebe Scott of West Moor Farm, Fifth from the left
in the middle row is Mrs Nutt (a piano teacher). In
the back row we have names for Mrs Dorrie Nicholls
(H.H. Nicholls Haulage Contractors) second from the
left, Mrs Dean, third from the left, Mrs Lena Cross
eighth from the left and Joyce Carleton tenth from the
left. We would welcome more information.

DISTRIBUTION

Many thanks to the people who have offered to help
with our distribution. We still need volunteer door to
door distributors of Action Forum in the following
arcas:

Bettescombe Road

Wakeley Road, Farnham Close, Bedson Walk,

Harwood & Bank Fields etc
Edwards Close, Lakewood & St Margaret’s Drive
Part Bredhurst Road, Leafy Glade, Tanglewood
Sandringham Drive, Burnham Walk, Hunstanton &

Standen Close
Northumberland & Suffolk Avenue
Hempstead — more help needed in several areas.

If you live near any of these roads or are able to
travel to them and could help for about an hour or so
during the first week of each month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 231307 or 310011 or
cmail af@thenet.uk.net

SALMON WINDOWS

Family run business with 20 years experience
« Conservatories — designed and built
* UPVC windows doors & porches » UPVC soffit & fascia
* Misted units replaced » Fensa document L approved
» 10 year insurance backed guarantee

For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

Abbey field
DAY CARE

available for pensioners between 9,00 and 3.00pm or 6.00pm
Come and meet people - have your Hair done and Good Food
at Rogers House Residential Home
Contact: Lucy Dixon -

01634 262266 KCC Regislered




Diary 2006

Keeper: Mrs Christine Smith
275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
Tel: 233098

No charge is made for Diary entries
Diary Copy Date: 2nd January 2007

December 2nd - Instep Dancing Social Dance,
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way,
Ballroom, Latin, Sequence. 8,00 to | 1.00pm.

December 2nd — Medway Folk Dance. 7.30 to
10.00pm, United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham. Contact no. 01634 366189,

December 2nd - St Peter’s Church, Bredhurst,
CHRISTMAS FAYRE. 2.00pm, Village Hall,
Hurstwood Road. Contact no. 01634 361263,
Charity Shop next door also open from 1.30pm.

December 2nd - A Carol Concert featuring the
Medway Singers to be held in St Thomas Church,
London Road, Rainham, 7.45pm. Organised by the
Union of Catholic Mothers in aid of The Oliver
Fisher Baby Unit. Admission £4 including light
refreshments. For further details phone 233293 or
377447

December 2nd —~ GHS Floral Art Xmas Show at
United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham. 2.30 to 4.30pm, admission frce.

Ring 234734 for details,

December 3rd - Countryside Event, Beginners Glass
Painting, Riverside Country Park. 11.00am to
12.30pm, £2.50 per person, to book in advance
378987,

December 3rd — Medway Towns Footpath Group -
Walk. 10.00am, River Valley Golf Course,
Upchurch. 5.5 miles flat.

December 4th — Rainham Wives Christmas Meal.
Ring 230639 for details.

December 4th - Christmas Fayre, St Margaret’s
Infant School, Orchard Street, Rainham. 2.30 to
5.00pm. Refreshments, Xmas Grotto, tombola,

December 5th — GHS Floral Art Group. Christmas
Do. 7.30 to 9.00am, United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham.

December 6th — Medway Camcorder Club. Ten
minute maximum, Holiday film competition.
7.30pm, Chattenden Community Centre.

Contact no. 01634 360401,

December 6th — Rochester & West Kent Art Society.
Waorkshop, Landscapes, 7.30 to 9.00pm, Old Town
Hall, The Brook, Chatham. Details 01634 233053.

December 6th — Rainham Horticultural Club. 7.30pm,
Cricket Club Hall, Berengrave Lane. AGM and
Christmas Social, new members welcome.

Ring 231972 for details.

December 7th — Gillingham Flower Arrangers. Social
Evening. 7.30pm, St Barbara’s (Garrison) Church
Hall, Mansion Row, Brompton.

Deecember 7th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Life of
Roland Hill by Avice Harms, the creator of the
Postage Stamp. 2.00pm, St Matthew's Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore. For people over
the age of 50. Ring 235507 for details.

December 8th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society.
Christmas Meeting, 7.30pm, Bredhurst Hall.

December 8th - Gillingham & Rainham Local
History Society, ‘Theatres of the Medway Towns’.
Mr B. Bryce. 7.15pm, United Reformed Church
Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham. Visitors and new
members welcome. Ring 233429,

December 8th — Rochester Cathedral *Lights for Love
Ceremony’ 5.25pm. Ring 831163 for details,

December 9th — Deanwood Primary Education

Technology School, Long Catlis Road, Parkwood,

will be holding their Xmas Fayre. 12 noon until

3.00pm. Admission Adults S0p Children 20p,
pre-school free.
ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF

Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow

Feb 27 ~ Apr 24 2007 ¥
'-".f) Find us at www.suninthewoodcraftdays.co.uk l‘)
P Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

games, crafts, Grand Draw 1st prize £100 cash, G
Further details 01634 264299,
K.Gillard & Son B A.C. Domestics
(Decorators)

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 263817
Mobile: 07850 996832 /
07834 851004

calls at your convenience

Installation, Service, Repair of
Central Heating, Gas and
Electric Domestic Appliances
inc Cookers, Washing Machines,
Dishwashers etc.

Landlords Certificates,

Over 20 years experience.
CORGI reg. 206985

01634 234963 / 07799887754

TOPSOIL IN BULK BAGS

{app 1 ton) OR LOOSE

RUBBISH BULK BAGS

= you fill, we collect

IDEAL FOR GARDEN CLEARANCE
ETC
LANDSCAPE PROJECTS

UNDERTAKEN

INVICTA LANDSCAPES LTD
01634 263700

TURF « BARK « COMPOSTS
AGGREGATES
RAILWAY SLEEPERS

December 9th — Rainham Ladies Choir and The
Chatham Citadel Band of the Salvation Army at
The Royal Dockyard Church, The Historic
Dockyard, Chatham, 7.30pm. Ring 01634 672265
for tickets.

December 9th & 10th - Riverside Charity Christmas
Fair, Riverside Country Park, 11.00am to 3.00pm,
entry free (children under 12 must be
accompanied). Ring 378987 for details.

December 10th — Medway Towns Footpath Group -
Walk. 2.00pm, Lenham Village car park, 5 miles,
not hilly, dogs on leads.

December 11th - Rainham Wives, Christmas Music.
8.00pm, Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road,
Rainham. Contact no. 01634 230639,

December 11th - Medway Spinners, Dyers and
Weavers Association, party, Urchins Kindergarten
(opp Black Lion, Gillingham), 7.30 to 9.30pm.
Jennie Christmas Tree present box. Ring 578294
for details.

December 12th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club. 8.00 to 10.00pm, Abbeyfield (Rogers
House), Drewery Drive, Wi gimore.

Contact no. 01634 862673.

December 12th - Gillingham & District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society. Our Christmas Social
Evening. 7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls.
Contact 01634 853864 for details.

December 12th — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00 to 8.15pm,
Lower Beechings.

December [2th — Rotary Christmas Float, 6.00 to
8.15pm, Rainham Station.

December 13th — Bredhurst WI. Members Evening -
A Christmas Miscellany, Christmas readings,
Music and memories. 7.30pm, Village Hall.

December 13th — Rainham Flower Club. Festive
Workshop. 7.30pm, Upchurch Village Hall,

December 13th — Friends of Local Archives and
Local Studies. Winc and Wisdom. 7.00pm, Civic
Suite, Civic Centre, Strood. Bring Drinks and
Glass, Food provided. Tickets £4.00 members,
£5.00 non members. Telephone Cindy 332714,

December 13th - Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Hempstead.

December 13th ~ Rotary Christmas Float, 6.00pm,
Station Road/Ellison Way.

December 14th - Rainham and Wigmore Retired
Civil Servants. 2.00pm, Methodist Church Hall,
Rainham.

December 14th -~ Wigmore Thursday Club.
Christmas Scenes by Mrs Baldwin. (see 8th Dec)

December 14th — Wigmore MADS *Christmas
Fayre’, an evening of Christmas music,

St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore,
7.30pm. Tickets £5 (£4 concessions) from 370639,

December 14th — Countryside Event Birdwatching
Cruise. Tickets £20, book on 378987,

December 14th - Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Hempstead.

Deecember 15th - Gillingham Recorded Music
Society. The Twelve Days of Christmas. 7.15 to
9.15pm, St Augustine’s Church Room (top of Rock
Avenuce), Gillingham, Ring 852905,

December 15th — Rainham Bercavement Friendship
Group, 9.30am to 12 noon, Millennium Centre,
Rainham. Ring 364309 or 07980 409 120 for
details.

December 15th — St Peter’s Bredhurst, Christmas
Play “In the Bleak Mid Winter’, Bredhurst Village
Hall, 7.30pm. Tickets £6 adults £2 children from
361263.

December 15th — Rotary Christmas Float, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Bettescombe/Maidstone Road,

December 15th - Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Fairview Avenue,

December 15th — Christmas Continental Market,
Rainham Shopping Centre.

December 16th — Wigmore Fellowship Christmas
Carve-Up, 7.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hall. Live
music by Jeff, tickets £10 each, proceeds to
charity. Ring 387055 for details.

December 16th — Instep Dancing Christmas Dance -
ticket only, 363738.

December 16th — Medway Folk Dance Club.

(see 2nd Dec)

December 16th — Rotary Christmas Float, Rainham
Precinct, 9.00am to 1.00pm.

December [ 7th — Medway Towns Footpath Group -
Walk, 2.00pm, Egerton car park. 5-6 miles
undulating, dogs on leads.

Continued on page 1_]
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AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS |

* REPAIRS « EXTRA TV POINTS
* CABLE/SATELUITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
» FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS

Seymour Rogers
Associates ol

for Extensions
and Loft Conversions.
Planning and Building
Regulation Approval sought.

+ RECEPTION PROBLEMS? ¥ R
« NO CHANNEL 57 h G
WE CAN HELP! Plans drawn

cARLTon Vision
REPAIRS

TV - VIDEO - SAT - CD
REPAIRS
Fast Service
Reasonable Rates
No Call Out Charge
Qualified Engineer

+« COMMUNAL SYSTEMS 01634 263565 :
FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582 231H dRoad Hempstead 25 Years Experience
ENGINEER 07949 588464 Gilingham Kent ME7 3QH MED 360367




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

JIAID

E Mail: admini@jadaccountants co.uk
www jad sageld.com

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS - Accounts

. Tax
:(:::_)‘;\’.:E?I;E(?amh“m . Book-keeping
Tel: 01634 375222 *  Payrolt
Fax: 01634 371318 . Audit

.

Associated Services

DOIT4U CITY & GUILDS TECHNICIAN
Tel . 01634 261502
Call ROB

Mob. 07759 635678
KITCHEN - BATHROOM UPDATES / FLOORING / TILING
RADIATORS / WASHERS / SINKS / CUPBOARDS

BLINDS / SHELVES / SOCKETS / MIRRORS
LIGHTING / DOORS - UNFINISHED PROJECTS
SMALL JOB SPECIALIST

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Using the most powerful system in the world

Carpets dry within 2 hours!
Safe for children, pels, allergy and asthma sufferers.
NO solvents, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014

R COPY-PRINT & SIGNS

8 Station Road, Rainham, Kent MEB 7PH
* COLOUR COFYING & B/W
* ARTWORK SETUP & PRINTING
. » STATIONERY PRINTING
i e) © FOIL BLOCKING
0“':;1\“ * LAMINATING TO At
PR * BOSTER PRINTS TD AQ
Love ) * E_.\E& COPYING
01634 2 You * RUBBER STAMPS
s ?aggggg Forever| @ BOOK BINDING
e-mail: veprints@fsbdial.co.uk OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

MIRANDA

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS
WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 575595

NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

FULL COLOUR POSTERS

t 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Free Surveys and Estimates

M 'm‘.‘ Mlx Showroom
UNIT 1B03, ELMCOURT, CAPSTONE ROAD, GILLINGHAM

% GREG BRYANT A
CONSTRUCTION ——— it

MEDWAY 2313?N e Approved installers of

S 21 Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
OUSE BUILDER * 10 Year Guarantee " Free Quotations
EXTENSIONS

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

NABC
T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...
Phone for FREE Estimates on:
Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

........ Bookings Only ........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
* Gatwick from £48.00 *

* Heathrow from £70.00 *
Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

p. +f LADY DECORATOR
K Karen Spooner
Ll Apprenticeship served
Fully qualified with 15 years' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs

Tel: 01634 233845 Mobile: 0778 0810 346

Holistic Health Care
Bowen Technique
Upper & Lower Back pain, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
Neck pain, Tennis & Golfers Elbow, C.T.S. & R.S.L,
Sinusitis, Asthma, Eczema, Hay-fever.
Everyday as well as Sports injuries.
Mr Barry ESBT. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
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MEDWAY CARERS CENTRE

I write as Chairman of the Medway Carers Centre to
ask whether any of your readers can assist us. The
Centre provides help and support to a large number of
carers throughout Medway and we currently have
over 850 family carers on our register, of which 120
are aged 5 to 18 years of age. This is achieved with a
very small staff based in an office at 3 Canterbury
Street, Gillingham (next to St Mark’s Church).

We have recently had several Trustees and our
Treasurer retire and are therefore looking for local
people who are prepared to join the Committee of
Trustees, which meets about every six weeks on a
Monday morning. In particular we are seeking a
Treasurer to assist by giving us about two hours per
week of their time to keep our finances running
smoothly.

If you are interested in helping us sustain this
extremely valuable work to support some of those
who work hardest for others in our local community,
please contact me on 01634 366419 or email me on
howard.doe@blueyonder.co.uk with some
background info about yourself. If you have no time
1o assist then all donations, large or small, are put to
very good use.

YESTERDAY’S MEDWAY

Local artist John Austin was born in Rainham, and
after leaving Solomon Road School he went to the
Boys” Secondary in Orchard Strect — some of his
memories of school have appeared in AF. In 1950 his
artistic talents won him a scholarship to Medway
College of Art at Rochester, only yards away from
the river. Here as a student he explored the maze of
alleys and yards close by, and sketched the passing
river traffic and the work going on along the shores of
the Medway. Since there were no grants for students
then, he earned money during vacations working as
Mate for Skipper Tom Dennis (of Station Road) on
the motor barges Greta and [ronsides.

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am ta Spm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex.R.EM.E.

National Service in the RASC found John Austin
in the Canal Zone, Jordan, Cyprus and Suez, but later
he was to find fulfilment teaching art, at first at
Southfields School in Gravesend and later at
specialist art colleges including Medway College of
Art and Design. His talents include calligraphy and
model-making, but he is never happier than when out
with pen and sketchbook.

The artist’s love of boats of all kinds can be traced
in the drawings in his book, ‘Yesterday’s Medway:
from Rochester Bridge to Chatham Intra’ just
published by Rainmore Books, and on sale at
Rainham Bookshop, price £5.99. His sketches were
made in the early 1980s and the accompanying text
tells the story of those businesses and buildings which
formerly occupied the banks of the River Medway.
Since it was written some twenty-five years ago,
there have been further sweeping changes, and
readers will be able to see just how much has
disappeared in such a short time.

LIONS AND ROTARY CLUBS

CHRISTMAS CHARITY COLLECTIONS
Once again the local Lions and Rotary Clubs will be
touring roads in our area during the weeks before
Christmas with their Father Christmas sleighs
collecting for local charities. Thanks to your
generosity last year the Rotary Club of Gillingham
collected £7,688.23. This year the money will be
shared between The Kent Air Ambulance, The Kent
Association for the Blind, The Salvation Army, The
Oliver Fisher Special Care Baby Unit and The Molly
Wisdom Hospice.

Starting from December 11th the floats will be in
the Rainham, Wigmore and Hempstead areas. Each
tour will start at 6.00pm and finish by 8.15pm. Full
details of when to expect them in your road are in the
Diary, please do watch out for them, I am sure you
will hear when they armive.

ADULT LEARNING IN MEDWAY

Look out for the next edition of Medway Matters to
be delivered through your door at the end of
November/beginning of December. The publication
will have an 8-page supplement listing the courses
being offered by the Adult Learning Service from
December 2006 to July 2007.

Don’t miss out — enrol early to guarantee a placc.

For advance information, telephone 01634 338400
or visit www.medway.gov.uk

——m———— Plumbing

- ar AR e
T.R.T. & Heating

DAVID TATTON Fully qualified engineer
Installation » Maintenance * Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires + Bathrooms = All general plumbing
« Power Flushing
Corgj Registered No. 205861

01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved
DECORATING - Internal / External
Established 1988
NEIL MACE
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 376747
07792 244315




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR NOVEMBER

In May 1732 William Hogarth and four friends had a
five day holiday in North Kent, part of which they
spent on the Hoo Peninsular. In November I retraced
the steps that they took on that part of their journey.

After breakfast at the Crown Inn at Rochester (now
demolished) the five men crossed the medieval bridge
at Rochester into Strood and then climbed up the hill
to Frindsbury Church. They walked down Parsonage
Lane and headed for Upnor and Upnor Castle. At the
time of my own visit the hedgerows of the lane were
covered in travellers” joy or old man’s beard. The
verges were awash with the green leaves of wild
angelica. In summer the pink and white flowers of the
angelica blossom into the shape of umbrellas on the
top of tall, purplish coloured stalks,

Towards the bottom of Parsonage Lane is Manor
Farm which is surrounded by horse chestnut trees. In
the grounds of the farm is a barn which is included in
Pevsner’s ‘Buildings of England’. It is described as
over 210 feet long, the longest timber aisled barn in
England and built no later than the early 14th century,
Throughout its life the barn had doubtless afforded
shelter and nesting places for barn owls, wrens,
robins, house sparrows, blackbirds and swallows. A
year or two ago, afier the barn had been standing for
at least 700 years, an arsonist sct fire to it. Today only
about two thirds of the original barn remains intact.
Hogarth and his chums probably never gave the barn
a second thought. But the damage it has recently
suffered makes for an absolute tragedy.

From Upnor Castle the five men ascended the
escarpment overlooking the Medway and headed for
Hoo St Werburg. The woods they went through
consist today, as they also presumably did in the 18th
century, of oak, sycamore and ash trees with an
understorey of hawthorn and privet. From Hoo the
party proceeded along the Stoke Road towards the
village of Stoke. At the time of my own visit the
crops in the fields between Hoo and Stoke were
winter wheat, cabbage, broccoli, forage beet and
onion. The crops in the area in the first half of the
18th century would most likely to have been wheat,
barley, oats, peas, beans and other vegetables and

fruit. Much of this produce would have gone to
London via The Thames, the oats and beans for the
benefit of horses as well as humans.

Just beyond Stoke the arable landscape comes to an
abrupt end. I stopped and climbed to the top of the
sca wall. Inland of the wall was a landscape of sheep
pasture, reed filled ditches, fresh water fleets and old
counter walls. A flock of rooks was feeding among
the sheep. Their old nests could be seen in a row of
ancient willow trees. Lapwing and wigeon were
feeding on the marsh and a flock of brent geese was
resting on a stretch of fresh water.

To the seaward side of the wall were the Stoke
Saltings. In Hogarth’s day the saltings would have
been very extensive and would have been grazed by
sheep and even cattle. However, a combination of
rising sea levels and the digging of mud in the
manufacture of cement has reduced the saltings to
hundreds of small and isolated islands which the sea
1s gradually eroding away. Below me, on the seaward
side of the wall, I saw a stonechat and a small flock
of meadow pipits. On the mud flats were some
solitary redshanks and shelducks.

On the move once more, I passed the site of the
now partly silted up Yantlet Creek, which once
completely separated the Isle of Grain from the rest
of the Hoo Peninsular. I drove through the site of the
one-time oil refinery and into Grain High Street. Here
Hogarth and his friends had a meal at the Chequers
Inn. Gooddy Hubbard, the inn keeper, provided salt
pork, black bread, butter, buns and good malt liquor.

[ continued along the High Street, past the
Victorian building of St James’ C of E Primary
School and the medieval St James’ parish church. ‘To
the Sea Front’ proclaimed a sign at the point where
the High Street, by now reduced to a country lane,
comes to an abrupt end at a grass covered slope. The
sea front at Grain consists of nothing more than a
concrete sca wall and walkway below which are
banks of shingle, which undoubtedly suits those who
simply want somewhere peaceful to walk their dog.
There was nobody about but a couple of men digging
for lugworms and a lone fisherman setting up his
tackle in anticipation of catching, so he told me, some
codling, bass or whiting.

From my view point on Grain sea front [ could sce,
feeding on the waterline, flocks of knot, dunlin and

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

Ged East D.S.A. A.D.I.

42 Sunningdale Drive
& Rainham
Kent ME8 9EQ

GED EAST - D.S.A. APPROVED
Full hour lessons, Competitive rates.

Any property maintenance
undertaken

Please call Scott Fernell on

01634 375219 or
07834 340269

g = KENT MAINTENANCE STEP-UP
i et SERVICES LOFT LADDERS
GE DRIVING S Looking for extra storage space?
SCHOOL OF MOTORING Why not have a

quality loft ladder fitted
Choice of models to suit your needs
Also new loft hatches, loft flooring &
lighting fitted if required
Family run business
For a free quote please ring

01795 554042 or 07870 559172

sanderling. Every now and again the flocks would
risc together and circle around before settling down
again. Presumably a raptor, perhaps a peregrine
falcon, was disturbing them but I failed to discover
the cause of their nervousness.

Hogarth’s party sailed across to Sheerness from
what is now called Cockleshell Beach. These days it
is within the area of the MOD’s Yantlet firing range
and is out of bounds to the public. Perhaps Hogarth
and his friends would have disturbed oyster catchers,
ringed plovers and common terns nesting on
Cockleshell Beach. Today, birds presumably nest in
peace there.

It was time for a meal at the one-time Chequers
Inn, now called the Hogarth Inn. Feeling extremely
hungry I felt that [ needed more than a ploughman’s
lunch and plumped for the ‘Hogarth Platter’. This
consisted of bacon, egg, sausages, tomatoes,
mushrooms, chips and baked beans. Once Mrs Ennis
has finished reading this article she will doubtless
give me a good ticking off. Joe Ennis
RAINHAM A CENTURY AGO - Part 1

I was recently studying the information upon
Rainham in my extract from the 1908 issue of Kelly’s
Directory and I realised how very uscful these books
had been to me over the years and yet [ know that
many residents do not understand that copies for most
years between 1890 and 1974 are available for
inspection at the Gillingham or Chatham reference
library. Bagshaws containing similar information go
back to 1870 and ceased around 1900. Kelly's were
issued annually for neighbouring areas such as
Rochester, Chatham and Gillingham, It’s worth
remembering that information about Rainham will be
in the Sittingbourne and Milton District issue before
1929. They show an alphabetical index of all
residents and their addresses at the time and also a list
of roads showing addresses and the location of
residents so it's quite easy to find information about
anyone living in the towns at the time. Data about
institutions and activities make the issue a fund of
local knowledge.

Rainham’s population increased after the railway
came in 1858, seven years before it had been 1,115
but by 1871 it had become 2,082 living in 425
houses. 50 years later it was only 4,335, In 1908
Berengrave Lane had five houses, Century Road only
one (Walter Kimmins in Ethel Villa), Roberts Road
(then Robert Street) had two residents — Frederick
Charlesworth and John Puxtey. Even Maidstone Road

(then Bredhurst Lane) had no properties south of the
area now marked by Herbert Road. None of the roads
were numbered in sequence as there were 50 many
empty plots so each block as built was called Terrace,
Villas or Cottages and each house was numbered
within that block.

Employment was largely agricultural, bricks and
cement and the principal crops were fruit (mainly
cherries), hops and wheat, there were a large number
of market gardens. Lord Hothfield was Lord of the
Manor. The Parish, previously known as Renham, has
been inhabited from ancient times which has become
evident from remains found near to the river and in
Otterham Quay Lane. A recorded entry of property
transferred in 841 AD was one of the earliest.

The Parish Council was the largest in this part of
Kent, being entitled to 13 members who met on the
first Wednesday of each month. The Chairman was
Dr F.W.H. Penfold and committees comprised
Lighting and Watching (including Fire Brigade),
Footpaths, Recreation Ground, Library and Reading
Room and Finance. Street Lighting was by gas and
remember Mr Holloway cycling round every evening
and morning to turn on each light; he carried a stick
with hook and was most expert in pulling down or
pushing up the short arm just under the light almost
without stopping. The Recreation Ground was
presented by Lord Hothfield in 1887 to record the
Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Victoria. In 1908 it had
a prepared cycle track and cricket pitch with water
laid on. It is of interest to note that it was open from
6am every day of the ycar. Rainham was very proud
of its Fire Brigade formed in 1901, a motor engine
was purchased in 1921 mainly from public
subscription and the 22 volunteers were called out by
maroon. The Parish Free Library and reading room
was established at the turn of the century in the
ground floor of the Temperance Hotel, Station Road.
The lending Library was only open from 7 to 9pm on
Mondays. Freddie Cooper To be continued.

PAMPERED and POLISHED

Waxing Manicures Pedicures
Competitive prices: e.g.
Half leg £8 Full leg £12 Bikini £5
Lip, chin or eyebrows £3
Call Mandy
01634 370697 / 07849 276057

GORDON J. WHITING

House Clearance/Waste Removal
cooker, washing machine, three piece suite,
double beds, etc...
single items removed efc...

Tel: 01622 720010

Mobile: 07860 559459
Licensed by the KCC

Clean Rreak

: i
" take the preqy 'l do the IO

Domestic and Commercial Cleaning Services
Tel: 01634 234050
Mobile: 07802 872 782
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KW ELECTRONIC SERVICES

No Call Qut Charge
All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc.
Repaired & Serviced
ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO FOR SALE
All work guaranteed at least 3 months

TELEPHONE: Medway 364943

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
TIAF.A.B. FLOORS

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Munn Academy of Dance

Pupils from age 2yrs to professional H;g ;a;
Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn Fellow and Examiner LD.T A

Medway 234168

D.H. MILLER (@/"’:
ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS
Far all your Plumbing Services
HELP is on its way
Upgrading & Servicing of old Systems a Speciality
* CENTRAL HEATING
* LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

MEDWAY 235831 - 36 High Street, Rainham

CRYSTAL Curtain & Blind
@ Manufacturers Ltd

Fitting Service
Visit our

Free Quotation and

Showroom Behind
3 Vvyevale Garden
: |Centre, Hempstead

01634 817807

Builders &
Decorators

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Bathrooms — Doors — Artexing — Decking
Decorating — Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

CLEANING
OF DRIVES & PATIOS
Sealing & Repairs
We Do The Dirty Work For
You...And Bring It Back Like

D A CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

EXTENSIONS - GENERAL REPAIRS New GENERAL COMMERCIAL/
ERING & ARTEXING McCourts DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE
PLAST 01634 375569 City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS 0800 298 7338 TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE
www.mccourtskent.co.uk g4ho
Telephone: Medway 235383 51 Wigmore Road, Wigmore, MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
177 Wakeley Road-RainhameKent-MES 8NJ Gillingham Mobile 07961 839328
DAVID WHITE CASTLE MEDWAY TREE
BOILERCARE
* Full Corgi Registration PLASTERING SURGEON‘ )
+ All Boiler Servicing & SERVICES A quaiified & insured service
Maintenance undertaken, : : : All aspects of
New Systems Fitted For All aspects of plastering el

* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
+ Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
+ 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Plastering over artex a speciality
Estimates Free
Colin Hebditch
Tel: 01634 389675
Mobile: 07721 365630
MEMBER OF MEDWAY FAIR TRADER

_incl stump grinding
Free quotations
Joel Sims

10 Birch Grove, Hempstead ME7 3RG
01634 669949 Mob 07899 995798
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Diary 2006

December 17th — Countryside Event. Wine ana
Wisdom afternoon, Capstone Farm Country Park,
2.00pm. £10 per team of 3-6 players. Ring 812196
to book.

December 18th — Rainham Evening WI.
Entertainment. Competition: Gold. 7.30pm,
Platters Farm Lodge, Highficld Road, Rainham.

December 18th - Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Kennilworth.

December 19th - Countryside Event. Christmas Card
Workshop, Capstone Country Park, 10.00am to
2.00pm. £2.50 per child (under 8 must be
accompanied). Ring 812196 to book.

December 19th — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Twydall.

December 20th — Rochester & West Kent Art
Society. Christmas Party. (see 6th Dec)

December 20th — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Twydall.

December 21st — Rainham Afternoon WI. Christmas
Party. 1.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley
Road, Rainham.

December 21st — Wigmore Thursday Club, Carol
Service. (see 7th Dec)

December 21st - Rotary Christmas Float, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Marshall Road/Charlotte Drive,

December 21st — Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Parkwood.

December 22nd — Countryside Event. Christmas
Crafts, Riverside Country Park, 11.00am to
12.30pm.£2.50 per child (under 8 must be
accompanied). Ring 378987 to book.

December 22nd - Lions Sleigh Run, 6.00pm to
8.15pm, Parkwood.

December 23rd — Rotary Christmas Float, 8.30am to
7.30pm, Savacentre.

December 29th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group. (sce [5th Dec)

December 31st — Instep Dancing (N.Y.E. dance —
ticket only) 363738.

December 31st ~ Medway Towns Footpath Group —
Walk. 10.00am, Perrywood car park, 4.5 miles.

December 31st - St Matthew’s Church, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore. ‘Celebration on a Shoestring’, a
Bring and Share buffet supper. BYOD and glasses.
Tickets £3 (family ticket £7.50).

Ring 233478 for details.

2007

January st - Medway Towns Footpath Group —
Walk. 10.30am, Shorne Wood Country Park.

4 miles undulating.

January Ist — Countryside Event, New Years Day
Walk, Capstone Country Park, 10.00am to
12 noon, £3.50 per person, book in advance on
812196.

January 4th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Tony and
Betty — Slides of New Zealand Part 2. (see 7th Dec)

January 4th - Gillingham Flower Arrangers. Fire and
Ice. 7.30pm at St Barbara’s (Garrison) Church
Hall, Mansion Row, Brompton.

January 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 26, 27th — RaTS
present ‘Jack & The Beanstalk’, 8.00pm, Saturday
Matinees 2.00pm & 5.00pm. Box Office opens
4th December 233660

January 6th - Medway Folk Dance Club.

(see 2nd Dec)

January 7th — Medway Towns Footpath Group —
Walk. 10.00am, Bluebell Hill, 5.5 miles, hilly,
dogs on leads.

January 8th — Medway Spinners, Dyers and Weavers
Association, Urchins Kindergarten (opp Black
Lion, Gillingham), 7.30 to 9.30pm. Ring 578294
for details.

January 9th - Medway Antique & Collector’s Club,
‘Glass Paperweights’. Mr J. Simmonds, 7.30 for
8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road, Chatham,
Visitors welcome £2.50 per visit. Ring John Orr
365861 for details. Continued on page 13

®. DAy
£ e

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 BAT

24 Hour Recovery. 8am-6pm Tel: Medway 377803
After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

Boiler-Tech Services

Heating, Plumbing, Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Gas Fires, Cooker Repairs — LPG and Oil
All work guaranteed — Special rates for OAP
CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile 07770 784877

Reflexology with Georgina Strickland MAR BSc

Help yourself heal ... through your feet!
Helping many conditions including stress,
migraine, infertility, pain, pregnancy,
urinary, digestive, skin & respiratory disorders.
Suitable for all ages. Home visits available.
For treatment details, please call

01634 313158 or 07870 409681

Y & L DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing

For Your Free No Obligation Quote
12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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BD L GAS SERVICES LTD

191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent

01634 232048 www.bdlgasservices.co.uk
Visit your local gas showroom Corgi

Jor all your Gas Appliance needs reg no.
Cookers, Fires, Surrounds it
Fires on Live! and all installation work

Giguon Comameos
' Specialists in “ull'i, Floors —r
Shite, lerracotta and ;\103““."
Csupplied and Fixed = '|

or labour onls

~ 01634 235714

' Net Connect
. Yo
Computer Services
For all your Computer Requirements

#Hardware ® Networking ®Software Development
®MS Office Specialist ®Web Development

Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer, Solutions
__Developer and MS Office Certified Specialist _

~ www.net-connect-it.co.uk |
Tel: (01634) 324023 '
Mobile: 07952 147405 |

A J ROSS ELECTRICAL
21 years experience
Work carried out to current regulations
Extra sockets to full rewires
Call Andy on 07766 457999
or 01634 372411
11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS

( S.B.BRICKWORKLTD )
BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS AND
GENERAL BUILDERS
Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken
Telephone: 011634 263416
YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

R I R N R R )

Removal of Old Timber o
Maintenance Free Exteriars f
Full Ventilation with Bird Guard

" 01634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MES OJL

D.A.Price (Medway)
(Est.1984)
Tel 01795 842644
Mobile: 07860 733 880

GENERAL HOUSE MAINTENANCE

INTERIOR and EXTERIOR
Household/shop Maintenance and Repairs
Decorating — Caving — Carpentry -

- Battrooms Fitted — Odd jobs

RN SATASANTERY

CARPENTER & JOINER

For all aspects of carpentry work
Domestic and commercial
Including doors, lofts, staircases, skirting,
partitioning & ceilings.

For free estimates call Barry on
07957 415515 or 01634 327243

Diary 2007

January 10th — Bredhurst WI. Lynn Collier —
Demelza House. (scc 13th Dec)

January 10th — Medway Evacuees Reunion Group.
Meet at The Millennium Centre, Rainham. 1.30 to
4.30pm. Further information contact 361024,

January 11th - Wigmore Thursday Club. Quiz.

(see 7th Dec)

January [1th — Rainham and Wigmore Retired Civil
Servants. (see 14th Dec)

January 12th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, 7.15pm, United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham. *Old Rainham’,

Mr C.C. Coe. Visitors and new members welcome,
ring 233429,

January 20th — Parish of South Gillingham Dortmund
Exchange Group. Wine and Wisdom Competition.
7.30pm, St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore. Entrance £6 per person.
A supper will be provided. Please bring your own
drinks and glasses.

January 20th - St Margaret’s Heritage Fund
*Knowledge & Knibbles Evening’, 7.00 for
7.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham. Prior
booking essential on 372680, tables of § at £6 per
person. BYOB, nibbles provided.

January 27th — Indoor Boot Fair, Bredhurst Village
Hall, 10.00am. Enquiries regarding Tables,

telephone 268544, (Only bookable in advance of
the day.)

January 27th — Barn Dance in aid of VSO, Fort Piit
Grammar School, Chatham. Dancing to
“The Pilgrims Way’. £9 (includes a hot supper).
Please bring your own drink & glass.
Ring 813643 for details,

PANTOMIMES

The Marlowe Theatre Canterbury present JACK
AND THE BEANSTALK. 30th November 2006 until
21st January 2007. Box Office 01227 787787,

The Hazlitt Theatre Maidstone present ALADDIN.
Ist December 2006 until 7th January 2007,
Box Office 01622 758611.

The Central Theatre Chatham present PETER PAN
7th December 2006 until 7th January 2007,
Box Office 01634 338338,

The Orchard Theatre Dartford present DICK
WHITTINGTON st December 2006 until 7th
January 2007, Box Office 01322 220000.

The Brook Theatre Chatham present THE WIND IN
THE WILLOWS 7th to 24th December 2006.
Box Office 01634 338338,

Rainham Theatrical Socicty present JACK & THE
BEANSTALK selected dates between 5th and 27th
January 2007. Box Office 01634 233660.

* TREE MANAGEMENT

= CHIPPING
* MULCH
« FIREWOOD & COMPANY

TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

JAMES & BECKETT
Solicitors
MATRIMONIAL
Nadia Beckett
WILLS & PROBATE
Hilary Laundon
27 High Street Rainham
01634 263774

SB PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering, rendering,
pebble dashing, screeding and
skimming undertaken.

For free estimates call Scott on
01634 306995 or 07855 149612

STUMPMASTERS

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken. Stump grinding specialists
Local Authority Approved. Medway Fair Trader Member
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured.
SEASONED LOGS & CHIPPINGS FOR SALE
FREE DELIVERY

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

J.B.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience - Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobile: 07779987633

M & D DECKING

DECKING AND GARDENING SERVICES
Frompt and reliable service offered

Paths, weeding, hedge timming, general

Tidying & clearing.

Rainham based, ring me for a free quote,

Mick Eardley ... 01634 264266

PH INTERIORS

[1HE START TO FINISH CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING
AND HOMLE ALTERATION SERVICE

For a reliable and professional tradesman
Call 01634 327019 - Philip Hobbs

15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent
Mobile 07798 647747

V.E. WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green, Rainham, Kent MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available

12

HOUSEMARTINS

Established 16 years
Qur staff are experienced, reliable, and fully insured to carry out the
following: HOUSEWORK, COOKING, SHOPPING, LAUNDRY,
IRONING. Collecting PRESCRIPTIONS etc. We also offer
OFFICE CLEANING, 1-off SPRING CLEAN and “BLITZ"
Call Pamela for further details.

MEDWAY 366528

ORCHARD WINDOWS
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PVCu Products
TRADE — DIY —~ GLASS UNITS
Windows — Patio Doors — French Doors
Stable Doors — Conservatories — Porches

6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757
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Small Ads

Published: January 20th
Copy date: January 11th
Price: £2.00 per line

Average 4 words to a line
Box Ads: £25.00 per month
£69.00 3 months paid in advance

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent MER 8PP

Or above Rainham Bookshop.

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS
solving all your computer problems.
01634 362294, 1 come to you
evenings & weekends.
CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, {looring, roofing, general
building/lofts/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,

PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ expenience.

Tel: Doug Marchant 01634 373016 or
07930 627241 for free estimate.
DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. Home wvisits for elderly
housebound. Dentures made and
repaired. Free of charge for people
receiving guaranteed pension credit.
Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia Avenue
Church, Twydall,

Further details from 01634 302631,

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact
Loma 01634 683605 or Barbara
01622 682736 or mobile 0777 986
3977,

M&R GARDEN SERVICES
01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733,

Chiropodist J. Judge M.InstCh.P.
Home Visits ~ Clinic. Corns, Calluses,
Ingrowing Nails. Med 361720,
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — excellent
modernised centre with main hall and
meeting rooms available for hire at
competitive rates. Full disabled
access, hearing aid loop, excellent
kitchen. To boek phone (11634 374463
or 233478,

CARPETS, VINYL & DESIGNER
FLOORING. Your local specialist in
domestic and commercial flooring.
Home Selection Service. M.A. Murr
& Sons, 30 Broomceroft Road,
Rainham, Kent. Tel 01634 263235
Mob 07973 637855,

PROMPT PLUMBING SERVICES
45 years’ experience. Central heating
& small jobs Tel John 01634 578732
or Mobile 07821 763582..

DISCO - professional entertainment
for any occasion. ‘The Black Pepper
Roadshow. Jim Lindsay 375552,

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small. Free estimates. Phone Les on
01634 264388, Mob 07743 128240

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY

Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,

Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens

Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,

all types Fencing. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,

Raimnham Community Centre,
Granary Close. Sunday - 10.15am
Other meetings in homes.

Pastor; The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morming Service 1s at
10.30am to 12 noon. For any other
details about the Fellowship and its
activities, please contact Richard
Hayton, 01634 235799,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays | lam and 6.30pm, Treasure
Seekers and Ambassadors 10am.
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors

Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187,

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger A
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

HEMPSTEAD PAVILION
PLAYGROUP. Places available for
214-5 years. OFSTED registered/
inspected. Qualified staff. Phone
Medway 234718 (9-12), 316315
{eves). Registered Charity No.
1077736,

GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service. 11634 378763,

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2% to 5 years.
Enquiries please phone 01634 366574,

TUITION FOR YEARS 3 to 11

* |1+ Preparation and Practice

* Key Stage 2 and 3

* GCSE Maths, English and Science

* Educational support & guided revision
Contact 01634 3106353.

OSBORNE HOME & GARDEN
All aspects of property improvements
& maintenance work undertaken. We
also provide a handyman service for
those smaller jobs that you never get
around to. Just call Tony on 01634
575491 or (mob) 0770 928 9665
NEED A PLUMBER?

For that small job or annoying leak
tel 234149,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties and
Meetings. Facilities for the

Disabled. Attractive Setting —

Ample car parking,

To book phone 01634 364859.
D.LS.C.O. - ANY OCCASION
Reliable - Professional - Reasonable.
Dave Allan — Mob 07732 704521 or
01634 372061.

JAMIE MAY UPHOLSTERY

High quality traditional and modemn
upholstery. All types of upholstery and
repair work undertaken.

Tel: 01795 424457 Mob 07838 219342,

BOUNCY CASTLE & GIANT
GAME HIRE. For bookings and
enquiries phone the Castle Crew on
01634 388049 or mob 07913 926752,

FOR STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs. Tel

Mr Derek Organ on (1634 374524 or
07850 262 156 for a free estimate.

BRICKWORK

Extensions, Conservatory Bases,
Patios, Drives, General Maintenance.
Rob (01634 572613/07939 666035.

JOHN INNES SEED & POTTING
compost always available. 20 kilo bag
£2.60. Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat £10.50. Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 231639,

MATHEMATICS TUITION
GCSE and A Level

By experienced tutor — B.Sc.Hons,
A level marking experience.
Telephone Medway 233374

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217.

RALPH'S BARN DANCE

Call 01634 375481

TOTAL TILING

Kitchens & Bathrooms. Walls & Floors.
Call Pat on 07984 817409,

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come 1o you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 328537,
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SCRAPBOOK SISTERS

For all your scrapbooking & cardmaking
needs. | B Norreys Road, Rainham.
01634 366355 or
www_scrapbooksisters.co.uk

MAKING MOVIES 4U

For your occasion or documentary.
Creative -~ Different - Competitive.
Call 01634 360401/371570

www. videofour.co.uk.

PJ PLUMBING

Bathroom suites, tiling, general
plumbing. Med 388342/07913 012848,
PRESSED FOR TIME

Pet and smoke free environment for
ironing services. Call Sandra on

01795 842097 or 07811 606988
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work,
fencing. Patios, decking, design & build
available. 01634 364985 07930 183466.
DENTURE REPAIRS

Same day service, Collection &
delivery free. Call 01634 387824,

THE VILLAGE PLUMBER

For all your plumbing needs.

City & Guilds qualified. IPHE member.
Matthew Woods. Tel 07913 146272
01795 423361

ACCOUNTANTS & Tax Consultants
Established 25 years Salter-McLean &
Co in Wigmore offers an efficient and
personal service to all types of business
as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns. See our website
www Saller-Mclean co uk or Tel: 01634
313866 for a free imitial consultation
REIDEC PAINTER & Decorator

All aspects undertaken. Qualitied City &
Guilds. Free estimates. Tel 079572
48495 or 01634 361418

LOCKSMITH - call Loyal Locks

for a trusted locksmith and carpentry
service for all your doors and windows.
UPVChimber. Tel 07986 464970,

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Jane on 07973 370296.
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
FOOT CARE. HOME VISITS
Registered foot health practitioner.
Samantha Newton. 01634 371626

YOGA CLASSES. MORNING
(Tw/We/Fr) &Eve (Tuw/We). Friendly
classes to improve health & wellbeing.
Call Evion (01634 233312,
ELECTRICIAN, Reliable,

fully qualified, NICEIC approved
contractor. All domestic, commercial &
industrial work undertaken. All work
fully insured. For free estimate or advice
please call lan on 07977 432799 or
01634 325164

144 CLUB LIVE JAZZ
Tickets & Info 01634 365453 or
www, 144club.net

WHOLE GARDEN Maintenance.
Weekly or fortnightly.

Strimming, mowing, hoeing etc.

Tel Medway 01634 264212

DISCOUNT WINDOW COMPANY
Top quality PVCU windows/doors/
conservatories. All repairs undertaken.
Misted scaled units replaced. Call
Graham Ralph for prompt & friendly
response. Professional survey service.
Ower 30 years experience. 01634 370515
Fax (11634 329771 mob 07971 554335

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality puaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157
for a free no obligation estimate.

M S P PLUMBING & HEATING
SERVICES. Boilers Change & Service,
Fires, Cookers. Bathrooms, Kitchens &
Tiling. No job too small. 01634 309765
07977 490748,

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, AD1 Pass
Plus. Experienced. Reliable. £18 hr,
£170 for 10 prepaid. Gift vouchers avail.
www jigsawdrivingschool.co.uk

Tel 01634 378018 or 07930 957859
DRUMS, PIANO, VIBES,
xylophone & percussion lessons.
Concess.rates OAPs. Roan Kearsey-
Lawson MA, BAHons 01634 365453,

FED UP WITH UNFINISHED DIY
jobs? Contact local tradesman Albert
07926 736345. Most trades covered.

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Aromatherapy / Indian head and full
body massage. All other beauty
treatments available. Phone Julie
01634 371440, vetv qualified.

COSTA BLANCA VILLA RENTAL
Long let available. Sleeps 6.
Phone 01634 363238

UPCHURCH IN OLD PICTURE
Posteards book. £6.99 01634 373572 or
www . upchurchmatters.co.uk

LET ME DO IT! HOUSEWORK
Ironing and gardening undertaken by a
mature lady. Ring Glynis 01634 262077
or 07989 193755.

TREAT THAT BUDDING ARTIST
this Christmas. Local Beginner's Art
Lessons. Special offer, Book 4 lessons
8/1407 10 29/1/07 inclusive for just £36!
(usual price £9.50 per lesson) 7-9.30 in
Rainham. For details and booking
contact Sandra 01634 309822

Julie Ransley HOLISTIC HEALER
and Teacher. Crystal healing, Shefa
healing, Spiritual coaching, Crystal &
Angel Card readings, Aromatherapy,
Reflexology, IHM, Reiki, Hopi Candles,
Meditation. The Quest — Life Path Work;
Courses & workshops. 01795 843354,
www, gaia-angelicus.co.uk

QUALIFIED PLUMBER WITH 15
years experience in all types of domestic
plumbing & heating. No job too small.
Tel 01634 328469 mob 07907 747513,

BUILDER & DECORATOR
Any job considered. Roger Clay.
Telephone 01634 361596

HAIRDRESSING for ELDERLEY
Andrea 01634 261419 or 07919 855248

YOGA AT HARTLIP

Health & fitness through Yogaina
triendly class. Thurs evenings. Jean
01634 233863 Margaret 01634 235877

SPARKLES PARTIES — Make-overs,
hair, make-up, create jewellery, Karaoke,
etc. Suit 4-15 vears, 01634 376270,

HI-FI REPAIR SERVICE
From basic stereos to high-end. Also
maodifications. Call Tom 01634 370919,

HELP AT HAND. Friendly, reliable
service for those small jobs nobody
wants to do, inside or out. Call Peter on
01634 377357 or 07969 805417

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB

150 Not Out . A history by David Wood
£15.00 from the Rainham Bookshop,
17-23 Station Road. 01634 371591

MATHS TUITION in your home.
GCSE Specialist. Highly experienced
tutor BSc Hons Cert Ed Please nng
01634 377267.

MEDWAY MOBILE CYCLE
REPAIRS. Free collection & return.
Call Ray (previously of C&S Bikes)
on Medway 314631,
PIANO/KEYBOARD LESSONS
Relaxed and Reasonable.

Pam Ormiston 01634 365789,

ACCORDION TUITION.
Roger Letley (01634 230434

GUITAR TUITION.

Qualified, experienced specialist in
teaching adults. 01634 376608,
Mobile Bookkeeping Services
Manual and computerised accounts,
VAT, PAYE, Bank Recs etc.

Zoe McCrow (11634 370176

YOUR GARDEN CARED FOR.
A profissional grower with over 50
years experience. Phone (11634 231363

IM CARPENTRY. Adv City / Guilds
18 years experience. All calls welcome.
Phone lan on 07778 281763

HAIR STYLIST based in Gillingham.
20% off colour services until end of
January. Home / Salon based. Please call
Louise on 07815 776037.

MAPS for Planning applications etc
Large scale OS maps by post, email or
collected. Also local maps 50-120
years old. National Map Centre
{above Rainham Bookshop), 23
Station Rd, Rainham. 01634 238238,

FLUTE TUITION, ALL AGES,
beginners to advanced level. Fully
qualified, experienced teacher.
Theory offered. 01634 376979
SCOUT MINIBUS FOR HIRE.
16 seater, 01634 377260,
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JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

“Dickens and Places”

A talk by Dr Tony Williams
Thursday 7™ December 4pm Tickets £2.00

“CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS FUN & STORIES”
Saturday 9" December 1lam-2pm
(stories at 11.30am & 1pm)

Rainkam Bookshop 17-23 Station Road
Telephone 01634 371591

158 Hallett's

I8 Plumbing & ). 4
2¥ Heating Chris Hallett
CENTRAL HEATING,

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS

01634 370697 07711 362898

Est 1971

ghvfedoledeledetededeted

DAVE MOON 2
ROOFING
Iatezajelefeofaaiael

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROCFS, NEW ROCFS

forton estmaes wnors. 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

aeannan

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072

FAIRVIEW ESTATE AGENTS

157 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, Rainham, Kent. MEB OPX
‘The answer to all your property needs’

*RESIDENTIAL SALES *LETTINGS
*PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

CONTACT MICHAEL TURNER FOR DETAILS
TELEPHONE: 01634 377825

Fitted Furniture and
Appliances. Design,
Supply & Install

or Supply Only

kitchens Bedrooms Bathrooms

Vine Farm. Stockers Hill, Boughton-under-Blean,
Faversham, kent. ME13 9AB
Tel: 01227 751130 www rootskitchens.co.uk

The Finance Centre (Rainham)
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER

Cranford House, 24a Longley Road, Rainham, Kent. MEB 7RU
Tel: 01634 370009 Fax: 01634 361 166 Mobile: 07961 334561
Email: barry@tfer.co.uk

Barry James Cert PFS, Specialist Mortgage Adviser

A member of positivesolutions which is regulated

by the Financial Services Authority

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

Kent MEB BAR

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY

Car parking available

T lime (x/ ‘need ...

JOHN WEIR

Funeral Deveclors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

(ppnan
» Private Chapels of Rest

* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available Kent MES 9PW
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