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LOWER_ RAINHAM corner of Sharps Green Lane and Lower Rainham
Dear EdI‘IOn Road. Her step-sister was Gertrude, who later lived in
| was interested to see Stan Randall’s articles in a bungalow, Hazeldene, on Lower Rainham Road
back_ issues of Action Forum showed to me by a opposite Bay Tree Villa, the home of Uncle Edmund
relative when we visited London for Christmas this Randall who lived there with his spinster daughters

year. My mother was born in [slington, London, but ~ Myra and Doris. I spent a lot of my youth at Rose
through family circumstances eventually came to live  Cottage and helping my grandparents with their fruit

(at_lhc age of 6 or 7 years old in 1911/1912) with farming at Mariners and the Apple Orchard on the
William and Emily Randall who became her foster corner of Twydall Lane opposite Rose Cottage.
parents. She grew up living at Rose Cottage on the Continued on page 7
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Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

[ have just realised that this is the four hundredth
edition of Action Forum having been started by
Hamish Mackay Miller in March 1969. The original
idca was to publicise the work of the Rainham Help
the Needy Committee. This was a time when printing
was undergoing a major revolution and becoming a
much quicker and cheaper process. Hamish soon
realised that all the effort that was going into
collecting advertising, producing and distributing a
one-off leaflet could quite easily be harnessed to
produce a regular monthly free newsletter — he claims
the original ‘free newspaper” so now you know who
to blame! The whole area was expanding rapidly with
new homes being occupied every weck. Action
Forum seemed an excellent way to welcome
newcomers to the arca and inform them of local
services and activities. The original print run of
10,000 doubled by 1989 to the 20,000 we now
distribute cach month. The revenue received from
advertising pays for the typesetting, paper and
printing and for a short while the distribution. This
cxperiment was not entirely satisfactory, however,
and after a few years we reverted to our loyal band of
volunteer distributors, donating the money saved to
various charities. The Kajiado District Development
Trust, a charity funding water, education and health
projects in Kenya, St Margaret’s Church, Rainham
and St Matthew’'s Church, Wigmore, have been the
principal beneficiaries. The sum donated now
exceeds £6,500. Our aim remains the same — to keep
residents informed about local matters. To achieve
this, of course, we rely on you to feed us the copy.
We are not journalists — we do not go out looking for
news or writing stories. (Incidentally, at this point
may [ just mention that we do not print articles that
are submitted anonymously, contact details can be
withheld from publication, if requested, but we need
to know the origin of all material.) We hope to
encourage a good community feeling and this is
helped enormously by readers’ reminiscences of the
past. Thank you, everyone who has helped Action
Forum in any way during the past 36 years and
particularly to Christine Smith who has been
compiling our diary since March 1972, issue number
33. Here's to the next 400 cditions.

I was interested in a snippet of information given

to me by Freddie Cooper in response to the *Tree
Sales’ items we have been including. Apparently the
fruit growers of Rainham and Newington had to get
their crops to Rainham Station (then called Rainham
& Newington) for the 4.00pm train each day in order
to reach Newcastle market the next morning.
Newcastle often achieved a better price than Covent
Garden so was obviously preferred. In the days of
horse and cart transport this was difficult for many
growers 10 the cast of Rainham and the farmers
therefore paid for a station to be built at Newington.
Fruit must have been a very valuable crop to be worth
such expense.

The sun is shining, the bluebells are magnificent,
this is a fantastic time of year so do get outside and
enjoy the wonderful Spring days and have a good
month until we sec you again in Junc.

Correspondence

RAINHAM BOUNDARY
Dear Editor,

The correspondence concerning the Rainham
boundaries prompted me to look again at our
collection of old maps of the area. Working around
the much discussed western boundary, [ ended up
assembling the full sct of 25" to the mile Ordnance
Survey maps for the period 1880 to 1938 covering the
arca from Wigmore to Mierscourt (or Meres Court, as
it was).

With regard to Stephen Peatfield’s letter,
references to Milton are last seen on the 1897 map,
but there is a long gap to the next in 1933.

Terry Higgins and Philip Cole mention the War
Department boundary stones, and the 1938 map
clearly shows the original positions of these with their
numbers. The boundary does indeed include Levan
Strice Woods, and the nearest boundary stone lay just
to the north of Grain Road.

Copies of these splendid maps are readily available
through ourselves, and visitors are welcome to
examine the selection we hold here.

Yours faithfully,
Colin Brown
Kent Drawing
Publications
Rainham Bookshop
WIGMORE GARDENS WEEKEND
Dear Editor,

I would like to invite your readers to the fourth bi-
annual Wigmore Gardens Weekend, held over
18th/19th June 2005. Fourteen very different gardens
will be open at various times for people to wander
around and enjoy. There will be many different items
for sale in most gardens including plants and
refreshments and excellent lunches are provided.

Admission into each garden is £1 or by programme
into all fourteen for just £6. For details of the gardens
or to purchase a programme in advance, please
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contact me on 01634 387328. The proceeds from the
event will go towards St Matthew’s Church to
improve its facilities for the local community.

Paul Bellerby

Gardens Co-ordinator

BRIDGE LESSONS FOR BEGINNERS

I will be offering 8 lessons again this Autumn, from
10.00 to 12 noon on Thursday mornings, viz the last
two in September; the first two in October; and all

4 Thursdays in November, Cost £40 for the course.
Telephone Derek Bendle 364531,

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

The service to celebrate the Women’s World Day of
Prayer which was cancelled in March, will now be
held on Friday June 10th 2005, 7.30pm, at the

St Thomas® Roman Catholic Church, Rainham. The
theme is *Let Our Light Shine’, and the speaker will
be Mrs Jenny Matthews. We look forward to seeing
you there.

FIRST STEPS
MOTHER & TODDLER GROUP
25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
Other Mother, Baby and Toddler Group *First Steps’
was started 25 years ago this September. We would
like to celebrate with members past and present.
Were you a leader, member or child with memories to
share? We hope to put a display in St Margaret’s
Church, celebrate with a thanksgiving service on
4th September, 10.30am, plus have an open afternoon
on 16th September, 1.30 to 300pm in the Millennium
Centre.

Please contact Frances on 387342 or Jeanctte on
364945 with any information, memories, photos etc.
which will help make this a truly joyful occasion.

MEDWAY OPERA VICTORIAN SOIREE
Medway Opera will be participating in the Dickens
Festival by presenting a Victorian Soirce in the
Queens Hall at the Corn Exchange, Rochester, on
June 3rd 2005. Tickets are £7.00 and can be obtained
from Linda Semens on 01634 403444, The Visitors
Centre, Rochester High Street, or at the door

RAINHAM THEATRICAL SOCIETY
‘BLITHE SPIRIT’, a comedy by Noel Coward
Oast House Theatre, Rainham,

May 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28.

Box Office 01634 233660

| Hand Made Curmms ' |
| | Blinds, Swogs & Toils and Pelmets ]
H C
H urtain Design Consultation
I available in the comfort of your own home
For that sophisticated look Ring I
Sharon Findlay or .. Tel. 01634 262135
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MANTISSA OPERA

with the orchestra from KENT MUSIC SCHOOL’S
Kent Centre for Young Instrumentalists, conducted
by Adrian Goss, present highlights of Mozart’s
“The Marriage of Figaro’, Saturday 14th May
2005, 7.30pm, Gillingham Methodist Church,
Third Avenue, Gillingham.

Tickets: £12 (cons £9). Refreshments will be
served during the interval. Phone: 01634 575842
Email: info@mantissaopera.fsnet.co.uk.

CITY OF ROCHESTER SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA - MAY 2005 CONCERT
Mendelssohn — Mozart
Conductor Michael Thompson
Tickets are available now on 01634 404977 or at
the Box Office. Prices are from £8.00 with the usual
concessions for students and OAPs. The concert starts
at 7.30pm on Saturday 14th May 2005 and will be
held at Chatham’s Central Theatre.

DISTRIBUTION

Many thanks to the people who have offered to help
with our distribution recently, we still need volunteer
door to door distributors of Action Forum in the
following areas:
Ivy Street, Hothfield Road, Maplins Close.
Hardinge Close, Howbury Walk, Rycault Close.
The Rise, Sandy Dell, Hadleigh Court,
Marquis Drive.
Nightingale Close and Laure] Walk.
Russells Avenue, Chichester Close and
Winchester Way.
Middle section of Lonsdale Drive.
If you live near any of these roads or are able to travel
to them and could help for about an hour or so during
the first week of cach month we would be very
pleased to hear from you on 231307 or at Rainham
Bookshop 371591.

SALMON WINDOWS

Family run business with 20 years experience
« Conservatories — designed and built
« UPVC windows doors & porches  UPYC soffit & fascia
» Misted units replaced » Fensa document L approved
« 10 year insurance backed guarantee

For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

Abbey| eld

Where older peophe ‘e i housiog

DAY CARE
available for pensioners between 9.00 and 3.00pm or 6 00pm
Come and meet people - have your Hair done and Good Food
at Rogers House Residential Home
Contact: Tonia Waghorn —

01634 262266 KCC Registered
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275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
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May 7th — Countryside Event, Sounds of Spring,
6am, Motney Hill, Rainham, £2.10 per person.
Book in advance 378987,

May 7th — Countryside Event, Low Tide Day, 2.00 to
5.00pm, Riverside Country Park.

May 8th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Meet
10.30am, Lower Upnor public car park. 4.5 mile
walk. No dogs. Contact no. 01634 364377,

May 8th — Countryside Event, Capstone Woodland
Walk, 10.00am to 12 noon/ £2.10 per person.
Book in advance 812196.

May 8th — Countryside Event, Woodturners at Work,
11.00am to 4.00pm, Riverside Country Park.

May 9th — Rainham Wives. Talk — *Titanic’. 8.00pm,
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham.
New members always welcome
Details from Suc 230639.

May 10th — Upchurch WI. Resolution Mceting.

Meet Upchurch Village Hall.

May 10th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club. 8.00 to 10.00pm, Red Cross Centre,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham. Contact no. 862673.

May 10th — Medway Antique & Collectors Club.

Ms Pat Mortlock. ‘Elizabeth — Queen or Goddess’.
7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road,
Chatham. Details 365861.

May [1th - Rainham Flower Club. Dem & Dine Gala
Evening — Ticket only. 7.30pm, Upchurch Village
Hall. Contact no. 01634 374448 or 01322 662524,

May 11th — Bredhurst WI. No Speaker — Bake and
Take. Resolutions. 7.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hall.
Contact no. 232617 or 374644.

May [1th — Medway Camcorder Club. Cheap,
cheerful and effective lighting. 7.30pm, Medway
Motor Yacht Club, Medway Bridge Marina, Manor
Lane, Borstal, Rochester.

May 11th — Medway Evacuees Reunion Group.
1.30 to 4.30pm, Millennium Centre, Rainham.
New members welcome, details from Jean
Simmons 814922,

May 12th — Rainham & Wigmore Retired Civil
Servants Fellowship. 2.00pm, The Methodist
Church Hall, Station Road, Rainham. Social
Activities: Beetle Drives, Quizzes and Bingo.

May 12th, 13th & 14th — Three Towns Theatre
present Concert - ‘Broadway and Beyond®. Well
known songs from films and stage. In aid of Kent
Air Ambulance. 7.30pm, and Saturday 3.00pm.
Oak Theatre, Woodlands School, Gillingham.
Tickets £6 on 08707 743482,

(May not be suitable for children.)

May l4th - Medway Folk Dance Club. Meet 7.30 to
10.00pm. United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham. Contact no. 366189 or 388546,
New or experienced dancers welcome, with or
without a partner.

May I4th — Mantissa Opera ‘The Marriage of
Figaro’, 7.30pm, Gillingham Methodist Church,
Third Avenue. Tickets £12 (cons £9) including
refreshments. Details from 575842,

May 14th - City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra
Concert, 7.30pm, Central Theatre, Chatham.
Tickets £8 from 404977,

May l4th to 15th — Medway’s Garden Festival,
10.00am to 5.00pm, Cozenton Park, Bloors Lane,

May 15th to 21st - Christian Aid House to House
collection, *Make Poverty History’,

May 15th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Meet
2.30pm, Farningham Village Church. 6 mile walk.
No dogs. Contact no. 01732 841433,

May 16th — Rainham Wives. Beetle Drive.

(see 9th May)

ONE DAY CLASSES
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS WATERCOLOUR
*

BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)
_day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow

m June 20 August 22 /

e

5 Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983 473

K. GILLARD
(Decorators)

Interior & Exterior
Established 30 years
No job too small
For free estimates:

Tel 01634 263817
Mobile 07850 996832

A.C. Domestics

calls at your convenience

Installation, Service, Repair of
Central Heating, Gas and
Electric Domestic Appliances
inc Cookers, Washing Machines,
Dishwashers etc.

Landlords Certificates.

Over 20 years experience.
CORGI reg. 206985

01634 234963 / 07799887754

TURF « BARK » COMPOSTS
AGGREGATES
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
TOPSOIL IN BULK BAGS
{app 1 ton} OR LOOSE
RUBBISH BULK BAGS
- you fill, we collect
IDEAL FOR GARDEN CLEARANCE
ETC
LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
UNDERTAKEN

INVICTA LANDSCAPES LTD
01634 263700

May 16th — Rainham Evening W1. Resolutions —
Competition: Holland. 7.30pm, Platters Farm
Lodge, Highfield Road, Rainham.

Contact no. 362908.

May 17th — The RSPB Medway Group — Talk.
7.45pm, Strood Library.

May 17th — Gillingham Horticultural Society. Floral
Art Group. Grinling Gibbons plaque — workshop
with Carol and Pat W. 7.30pm, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham.

Contact no. 01634 234734,

May 18th - Rochester & West Kent Art Society.
Thomas Collette-White. Slide show on Botticelli.
7.30pm, The Brook Theatre, Chatham.

Contact no. 01634 233053,

May 18th — Bredhurst Garden Club. Mr Trevor Tooth
— Illustrated Talk: Design Ideas for a Garden.
8.00pm, Bredhurst Village Hall.

May 18th - Bring & Buy Sale, 13 Guardian Court.
10.00am to 12 noon, in aid of Christian Aid.

May 19th — Rainham Afternoon WI. Resolutions
meeting with Mary Clarke. 1.45pm, Methodist
Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham.

May 19th — Wigmore Thursday Club. A Surprise.
2.00pm, St Matthew's Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore. For people over the age
of 50. For further information telephone 235507.

May 19th - Coffee Morning, St Margaret’s Church,
10.00am to 12 noon. Proceeds for Christian Aid.

May 19th — Ist Wigmore Brownies 70th Anniversary
Celebration. All ex-Brownies, Guiders and Helpers
very welcome. 6.30 to 8.30pm, Junior School Hall,
Fairview School. Details Norma Teather 233173,

May 19th-21st & 26th-28th — Oasthouse Theatre
present ‘Blithe Spirit”. Box Office 233660.

May 20th ~ Gillingham Recorded Music Society.
AGM and music from Committee Choice. 7.15 to
9.15pm, St Augustine’s Church Room (top of Rock
Avenue), Gillingham. Contact no. 852905.

May 20th — Fair View Schools PTA Ladies Night.
Doors open 7.00pm, Entry £3.00. First 50 people
receive goody bag. Various therapists available for
mini-treatments at very reasonable prices.

Details Julic Porter 01634 379043,

May 21st — Coffee Moming, Rainham Methodist
Church Hall. 10.00am to 12 noon. Proceeds for
Christian Aid.

May 21st — St Margaret's Church. Book & Home
Entertainment (video/tape/cds ctc) Fayre and Plant
Stall at The Millennium Centre. 10.00am to
1.00pm. Light refreshments available.

Contact no. 230430.

May 21st-22nd — Medway’s Garden Festival.
10.00am to 5.00pm, Cozenton Park, Bloors Lane,
Rainham.

May 21st-27th — Adult Learners Weck. Free
activities. Ring 338400 for details,

May 22nd — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Meet
10.00am, George Inn, Newnham (car park nearby
or pub car park if booking lunch). 5-5% mile walk.
No dogs. Contact no. 01634 581647,

May 23rd — Rainham Wives, Recipe Sample & Swap,
Bring & Buy. (sec 9th May)

May 24th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club. (see 10th May)

May 25th — Medway Camcorder Club. Filming
projects. (see 11th May)

May 26th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Service &
Informal. (see 19th May)

May 26th — Rainham & Wigmore Retired Civil
Servants Fellowship. (see 12th May)

May 27th — The Medway Geographical Society.
AGM followed by Fall Colours — Canada & USA -
Miss C. Cohen. 7.30 to 9.00pm. Adult Education
Centre, Green Street, Gillingham.

May 28th — Instep Dancing. (see 14th May)

May 28th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
‘PLANT SALE’. The Potting Shed, Woodlands
Road Allotments. 10.00am to 3.00pm. Come early
for the bargains. Plants — raffle - refreshments —
chat.

May 28th — Medway Folk Dance Club.

(sce 14th May)

May 29th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Meet
10.00am, Wouldham Recreation Ground.
mile walk. Packed lunch. No dogs.

Contact no. 01634 331027,

May 29th — Cozenton Nursery Sale. 10.00am to
2.00pm, Riverside Country Park.

May 30th - Countryside Event. Wildflowers,
children’s nature day. 10.00am to 12 noon and 1.00
to 3.00pm, Capstone Farm Country Park. £2,10 per

child (5-12 years). Book in advance 812196.
Continued on page 13
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| AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS |

JP White

cARLToN VisiON
REPAIRS

; Established 20 Years
« RECEPTION PROBLEMS? Ay . TV - VIDEO - SAT - CD
+ NO CHANNEL 57 Painting, Decorating REPAIRS
WE CAN HELP! and all aspects of Fast Service

+ REPAIRS « EXTRA TV POINTS
« CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
= FREE TC VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
« COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

house maintenance.
Fully insured. Competitively
priced. Free estimates.

Reasonable Rates
No Call Out Charge

Qualified Engineer

01634 231227 and 25 Years Experience
FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464 07970 335186 MED 360367
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CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS . Accounts
. Tax
4 Blooss Lane, Rainham . 2
Kent, MES TEG Bosk kesping
Tel: 01634 375222 L Payroll
E Mail: admini@jadaccountants.co.uk e Audi
www jad sage24 com . Assoclated Services

COLOUR COPY-PRINT & SIGNS

8 Station Road, Rainham, Kent MEB 7PH
* COLOUR COPYING & BIW
* ARTWORK SETUP & PRINTING
* STATIONERY PRINTING
* FOIL BLOCKING
* LAMINATING TO A1
. EGSTER PRINTS TO AC
Love []] ° PLAN COPYING
01634 262808 |, § RUBHER STAMPS
080D 7830947 \©° evel BOOK BINDING
e-mail: veprints@fsbdial.co.uk OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
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CITY & GUILDS TECHNICIAN

DOIT4U

KITCHENS-BATHROOMS-LIGHTING-SHELVES
SOCKETS-TILING-SECURITY-BLINDS-MIRRORS
ALARMS-TAPS-DOORS-CURTAINS-LOCKS
RADIATORS-ETC..

Tel. 01634 261502

Call ROB Mob. 07759 635678

MIRANDA

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS
WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 575595

NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers,
NO solvents, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014
HYDEO-DYNAMNX

SUTTONS WITH KHILKOFF-BOULDING & (0.
SOLICITORS
84/86 High Street, Rainham

Specialising in Conveyancing, Probate & Wills

Call vs today for a compefitive Quote on
MEDWAY (01634) 373333

Other offices sitvated throughout Kent providing a complete professional legal service

GREG BRYANT
2 CONSTRUCTION LTD
MEDWAY 231321
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDER
EXTENSIONS

Free Surveys and Estimates

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

MAX THE PLUMBER
Established 30 years

BATHROOMS — GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

01634 231390

Paul's 7 Seater Taxi

... Bookings Only .......
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
Phone now for a competitive price
Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
4, 6,7 & 8 seater vehicles available

-/ LADY DECORATOR
iy Apprenticeship served
‘ﬂ‘\}' Fully qualified with 15 years' experience
3 All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01634 233845

Back & Body Treatments.
Why let pain ruin your life, Break Free.
1 can help yow
Back, Neck, Frozen Shoulder, Arms, Wrists & Legs
I can help ease the pain of many illnesses as well.
Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology.
Bren Barry - ESBT. BCMA. ITEC. IFR.

Mobile: 0778 0810 346

Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits Available
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Correspondence

LOWER RAINHAM

I remember many characters, in particular Alan Fry,
the Cuckoo family and many people who lived at
Alfred’s Place and St John’s Place, Charley Finey
and his son Maurice and several of the Harrison
family who were big farmers in the area.

My grandfather, William Randall, died in
November 1949 — he was diabetic which caused him
to go blind in his later years. One winter’s morning
probably in 1947 which was a very hard winter with
prolonged heavy snow, I recall — I was taking my
grandfather for a walk at Sharps Green when we
came across an elderly man lying in the snow
clutching a 12-bore shotgun. Although I had never
seen a dead person before, I was quite sure that the
man was no longer alive. He appeared to have fallen
on his shotgun because blood from a cut or wound on
his face was still seeping into the snow. There was no
one else around and I was quite frightened. I told my
grandfather about the man and he asked me to
describe the man to him, which [ did as best ] could.
Immediately, my grandfather said he thought the man
was ‘old Charlic Edwards’. Grandfather said he
would wait with the body while [ ran up the lanc to
Lower Rainham to get help. A man on a bicycle came
along and he eventually managed to get the police
who must have contacted a doctor. It turned out that
the man was Charlic Edwards but by the time the
doctor came, [ had walked my grandfather back to his
home at Rose Cottage. I was about 11 years old at the
time, I think, and nearly 60 years later [ can picture
that sad scene as if it had happened yesterday.

Even after 40 years living in Asia I still have a
keen interest and fondness for Lower Rainham and |
love revisiting Sharps Green, Twydall and Eastcourt,
Twydall Primary School and Gillingham Grammar

From page |

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex.R.E.M.E.

Schoal where [ studied before entering the army. The
Three Mariners pub is another favourite. [ used to go
to Sunday School at the Twydall Mission Church at
Sharps Green (where my mother played the organ
when she was a young girl) and [ also sang in the
choir there for several years. Sadly it was burned to
the ground by vandals many years ago.

Yours sincerely,
Maurice J. Bowra

99 Sukhumvit Soi 62/1
Bang Chak
HOME-START MEDWAY

Supporting families with under fives

2005 YEAR OF THE VOLUNTEER

DON’T JUST THINK ABOUT IT - *DO IT’

Volunteers are needed from all arcas of Medway.
Can you offer friendly support to a family in your
community?

Do you possess the following?

e Parenting Experience

A Listening Ear

Spare Time

Enthusiasm

A Desire to Make a Difference

Can you offer weekly support, friendship and
encouragement to one or two families with under
fives in their own homes? YES?

Then you could be just the person we are looking
for. We offer a FREE COURSE of preparation.
Starting Thursday 12th May 2005 for 9 weeks,
10.00am to 2.30pm.

To find out more and to register your interest
contact: Home-Start Medway, Tel 01634 570717,

GENERAL ELECTION

From the Parish Magazine of St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham, March 1874.

*As a matter of local history, and without entering
into any political discussion as to the merits or
demerits of the rival candidates, it may be well to put
on record that Rainham was a polling place for the
first time at the General Election of 1874. The poll
was taken at the Infant School on Wednesday,
February 11th. There were about 250 voters on the
register, in the division, of whom 192 voted - the
great majority, probably in favour of Sir Henry
Tufton, whose local influence is so considerable. The
Liberal head-quarters were at the White Horse, the
Conservatives at the Lion.”

Bangkok 10260
Thailand.

e Plumbing

T.R.T. & Heating
DAVID TATTON Fully gualified engineer

Installation » Maintenance * Service » Heating Systems
Gas Fires = Bathrooms * All general plumbing

» Power Flushing NEIL MACE
Corgi Registered No. 205861 19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
01634 262659 Mob 07901 654306 Rainham 07792 244315

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved

DECORATING - Internal / External
Established 1988




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR APRIL
‘Oh, to be in England
Now that April’s there.’

‘Home-Thoughts, from Abroad’ by Robert Browning,

1812-1889.

The grounds of Leeds Castle, near Maidstone,
contain a wide variety of habitats — woods, river,
lakes, parkland and gardens. They are therefore a
good place at which to witness the changes in the
seasons. In early April my wife and I visited the
grounds of the castle in search of the signs of Spring.

As we approached the car park of the castle
grounds we could see a large flock of jackdaws
twisting and turning in the air above some ancient
oak and sweet chestnut trees. Jackdaws are superb
flyers and can often be seen playing spectacular aerial
games over buildings, woods or cliffs, especially
when air currents can be exploited.

Jackdaws are social birds that roost, nest and feed
as part of a group. At places like Leeds Castle, where
they get used to people, they can be quite tame, even
cocky. The Leeds jackdaws were beginning to nest, at
the time of our visit, in trees on the estate and in the
walls of the castle. We were told by one of the
stewards that grey squirrels attempting to take the
eggs or young of jackdaws nesting in the old trees are
quickly seen off by the parents and any other birds of
the group that are attracted to the inevitable
commotion,

Banks of white and light blue anemones were in
bloom as we walked through the Wood Garden and
alongside the little River Len. These were clearly a
garden varicty but wild wood anemones were also
flowering, as were lesser celandines, primroses, king
cups and milkmaids.

Swathes of daffedils could be seen throughout the
grounds. There was an impressive display under a
group of beech and horse chestnut trees just before
we reached the gate house of the castle. The leaves of
the horse chestnut trees had burst from their buds by
carly April,

_ About thirty mute swans could be seen at Leeds,
cither on the moat around the castle or on the Great

Water which feeds the moat. Since the 12th century
all unmarked mute swans on open water have been
owned by the Crown. In practice the Queen, as
Seignor of the Swans, claims ownership only of those
on certain parts of the Thames and its tributarics,
where she shares ownership with two of the ancient
livery companies, the Vintners and the Dyers, The
Abbotsbury Swannery in Dorset, the home of the
largest colony of mute swans in the world, was
granted a royal right to own swans in Tudor times.

The mute swan is Britain’s largest native species of
bird. Like the jackdaw, the mute swans at Leeds were
beginning to nest at the time of our visit. Although
the males in a colony coexist fairly happily in Winter,
in the breeding scason they can become quite
aggressive towards each other. A skirmish is
inevitable if a male swan swims determinedly in the
dircction of another male with its neck drawn back
and its wings arched above its back.

There were a number of sand martins hawking for
insects above the Great Water. The bird is among the
carliest of the summer visitors to arrive in this
country. It is smaller than the swallow and house
martin and is weaker in flight. It typically feeds low
over water with frequent tight twists and turns. The
sand martin has earthy brown upper feathers with
white under parts and nests colonially in holes in sand
or gravel banks. The nearest colony to Leeds is
probably in the sand pits at Ryarsh and those birds
scen over the Great Water would be merely passing
through.,

We could hear the songs of a chaffinch and a
missel thrush as we headed for the Culpepper Garden.
It consists of flower beds on an informal pattern
within low box hedges as borders. It is a very English
garden. In bloom in early April were tulips, primulas,
forget-me-nots and honesty, among other flowers. By
contrast, the Lady Baillie Garden has an Italian
atmosphere. The brick walls of the garden enclose
sun traps in which certain Mediterranean and
subtropical plants flourish. The flowers of mahonia,
cuphorbia and hellebore, among other plants, were
out during our visit.

From the Lady Baillic Garden we had a view
across the Great Water to the parkland beyond in
which lambs were bleating for their mothers. One or
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two swallows had joined the sand martins in their
search for insects above the water. A bitterly cold
wind was ruffling the surface of the lake and |
wondered whether there were many insects about for
the newly arrived summer migrants, The missel
thrush, also known as the storm cock, was still
singing in the face of the wind. A black shower cloud
hung ominously above Maidstone. Oh, to be in
England now that April’s here!

Joe Ennis

MAKE POVERTY HISTORY

The theme for the 2005 Christian Aid Appeal 1s
‘Make Poverty History’. We are holding our house to
house collection between 15th and 21st May and need
more collectors to cover the Rainham & Wigmore
arcas. 1f you feel you could help this worthwhile
cause please contact Frances Brown on 387342 to
arrange a road collection to suit you.

We have several events already planned so even if
you are not able to help with the home collection you
will be very welcome at one or all of the following:
May 18th - Bring & Buy at 13 Guardian Court,

10.00am to 12 noon.

May 19th — Coffee Morning, St Margaret’s Church,
10.00am to 12 noon.

May 21st - Coffee Morning, Rainham Methodist
Church Hall, 10.00am to 12 noon.

NEVER WORK WITH ANIMALS AND
CHILDREN

The old showbiz adage of never working with
animals or children is being ignored by a local
amateur dramatic group in Medway. The Kentish
Players celebrates its 90th Anniversary year with the
family favourite musical ‘Oliver!” by Lionel Bart at
the Central Theatre, Chatham from 7th to 11th June
2005.

We all remember the film in the 1960s that
launched Mark Lester and Jack Wilde to childhood
fame in the roles of Oliver and the Artful Dodger and
with those unforgettable musical numbers ‘As Long
As He Needs Me’, ‘Food Glorious Food’, *Who Will
Buy' and ‘Oom Pah Pah’ it’s surely not to be missed!

Performances from Tuesday 7th to Saturday 11th
June 2005. 2.30pm Saturday matinee, 7.30pm nightly
at the Central Theatre, Chatham. Tickets priced from
£7.50. Box Office: 01634 406271.

SOUTH EAST OPEN STUDIOS
10th to 26th June 2005

A2 to A5 could seem like an odd chess move but,
gentle reader, it is an invitation for you to visit five
local artists in their studios and see what they can
produce.

The Open Studios scheme is a ycarly event in
which some 270 Kent painters, potters, textile artists,
silversmiths, illustrators, ceramic and mosaic workers
produce their best designs for you to see. Medway

Elleen & Michas! Pesvors Jenny Crawley Smith

268 Landon Road .~ 96a Pump Lane

-

Edwin Road
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Maidstone Road

has over twenty contributors this year but it is those
five local to Rainham who particularly invite you to
see their wares. All five studios will be open on
Saturday 18th, Sunday 19th and Monday 20th from
1lam to Spm. They will also be open at other times
but you will have to examine the SEOS brochure that
lists all the Kent entries. This brochure will be
available from mid May from the Rainham
Bookshop, Rainham and Wigmore Librarics and the
Adult Education Centre, Rochester.

In case of difficulties ring John Evans on 364649,

Maria & johs Evans

25 Webster Road

Station Road

=~ Rainham boskshop

St Margarets Clurci

GORDON J. WHITING

House Clearance/Waste Removal
cooker, washing machine, three piece suite,
double heds, etc...
single items removed etc...

Tel: 01622 720010

Mobile: 07860 559459
Licensed by the KCC

Clean Rreak

: eanim
! take the break - we'l do the €

Domestic and Commercial Cleaning Services
Tel: 01634 234050
Mobile: 07802 872 782




KW ELECTRONIC SERVICES
No Call Out Charge
All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc.
Repaired & Serviced
ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO FOR SALE
All work guaranteed at least 3 months

TELEPHONE: Medway 364943

G. BRYAN

BUILDING & MAINTENANCE
All types of work undertaken
Extensions. Plastering, Repointing, General
Maintenance/Repair Work, Patios & Decking.
Free quote. Very competitive price.
No job too small Tel 01634 320908
Mob 07788 595010 or 07931 622529

Munn Academy of Dance

Pupils from age 2yrs to professional "ZE;J;'
Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tuition

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn Fellow and Examiner 1.D.T A

Medway 234168

G
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ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS

For all your Plumbing Services

HELP is on its way

Upgrading & Servicing of old Systems a Speciality

* CENTRAL HEATING

* LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
MEDWAY 235831 - 36 High Street, Rainham

Unit 1B10, Elm Court, Capstone Road
Gillingham, Kent ME7 3JQ

Phone: 01634 817807
Fax: 01634 408298
Mobile: 07904 587460

crystaL. Curtain & Blind

Manufacturers
Quality Made to Measure Curtains ~ FREE Fitting
TRACKS - HOME CONSULTANCY SERVICE

[ Verticals |

[ Roriers |
“Speciaist |

Nobody beals
our prices

—IT'S SHOE BIZ
HIGH FASHION DESIGNER LADIES SHOES AND BOOTS
HANDBAGS AND JEWELLERY
Open 9am till 5.30pm Mon to Sat

Tel 01634 360060

37 Rainham Shopping Centre

Rainham, Gillingham

Email: crystal@cannon2.fsnet.co.uk
D/ Builders &
Decorators

EXTENSIONS - GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: Medway 235383
177 Wakeley Road+Rainham+Kent-MES 8NJ

McCourt’s

DRIVE & PATIO
CLEANING/SEALING
SERVICE
enhancing your property

Roly McCourt

51 Wigmore Road, Gillingham,
Kent MEB 0SR

0800 2987338 01634 375569
WE DO THE DIRTY WORK
FOR YOU

DA CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL COMMERCIAL/
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters

TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE
RATES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
* Full Corgi Registration
* All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

1st Class Brickwork

Extensions,
' Conservatory bases,
Garden walls & Porches

Any insurance work
undertaken

01634 316840
07940 445131

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work

Free quotations

Joel Sims
110 Birch Grove, Hempstead ME7 3RG

01634 669949
Mob 07899 995798

10

MEDWAY & THAMES RIDING CLUB

Since our first open meeting in December 2004
Medway & Thames Riding Club (M&TRC) has gone
from strength to strength.  The first of our clinics/
outings and demonstrations were such an absolutely
astounding success that we've filled our diaries right
up to the end of the year.

Some events that are scheduled include: Stable
Management Clinic (15th May), Showing Clinic
(21st May) with demonstrations including tips on
improving knowledge and skills, Flat Work Rally
(4th June), Pole Work Rally (2nd July), Towing
Clinic (10th September) plus we have scheduled a fun
photo show for 23rd October. We are also very
excited about the possibility of a Barn Dance later on
in the year so for more information watch this space

- please feel free to call Shirley on 07974 875954 if
you want to find out more about our events.

As we at M&TRC believe that you are never too
young or too old to have fun, our membership age
range is very diverse and interesting; for instance we
are investigating ‘Mummy/Daddy/Granny/Grandad
Mornings, Afternoons and Evenings’, where you can
go for a ride with likeminded people and have a
leisurely jog, a mad gallop, a quiet pub lunch, in fact
the opportunities and ideas are endless and exciting.

We are always looking for new members and we
are always open to new ideas. We are not exclusive
and we don’t mind how old you are, how
experienced/inexperienced you are, in fact even if
you don’t ride but just enjoy being around horses
coupled with the atmosphere then you are more than
welcome to join and participate in the various events
aimed at the non rider. We are all here for the same
purpose, to have fun, to learn and to share and pass
on knowledge and experiences.

If you would like to take up the reins and jump on
board or if you would just like to find out more about
us, then please feel free to contact Mrs Kelly Nastaly
on 07834 971862,

MEDWAY ADULT LEARNING

Summer term course directory

Medway adult and community learning service has
produced a mini directory of courses planned for the
summer term. For a copy, call into your local centre
or library, or telephone 01634 338400,
Adult Learners Week, 21st to 27th May

Medway adult and community learning service has
several FREE activitics on offer so you can join in
National Adult Learners Week.
E-learning

Come and find out about computer-based courses
with learndirect. FREE drop-in sessions (no need to
book) planned at the Gillingham centre in Green
Street:

Tuesday 24th May, 9.30 to 12 noon and | to 4pm —
Literacy and Numeracy.

Wednesday 25th May, 1-4pm - Languages

Thursday 26th May, 9.30am to 12 noon —
Introduction to Book-keeping/Sage

Friday 27th May, 9.30 to 12 noon — Internet and
Email for over 50s.

Computing

FREE 3-hour sessions for new learners aged over
50. Come and find out about Internet and email and
how it can change your life! Pre-booking is essential.

Friday 27th May, 9.30am to 12.30pm (Gillingham
centre, Green Street)

Friday 27th May, 9.30am to 12.30pm (Lifelong
Learning Centre, Woodlands Road, Gillingham)

Friday 27th May, | to 4pm (Rochester centre,
Eastgate)

Literacy and Numeracy

This department offers FREE classes to improve
your English and Maths.

For more information about all these Adult
Learners Week activities, telephone 01634 338400.

o DA"

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent, MES 8AT
24 Hour Recovery. 8am—6pm Tel: Medway 377803
After Hours: Tel: Medway 373396

MEDWAY PORTABLE APPLIANCE
TESTING LTD
City & Guilds 2377 trained staff
Latest Test Equipment used — Sub-contract Testing undertaken
Factories, hotels, shops, care homes, offices, ete.
Please contact us for free survey, quotation or further information
Tel/Fax: 01634 388966 Mobile: 07817 671802
Email: info@medwaypattesting.co.uk
Web: www.medwaypattesting.co.uk

PREMIER TRAVEL

For all your travel requirements
Discounted flights. car hire, and accommodation.
We can taylor make your holiday N
Florida villas from £300pw V4
Call Kim or Nicky on 01634 352143 ‘"'}

Or call into 94 Station Rd Rainahm K1680

Y & L DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing

For Your Free No Obligation Quote
12 De Mere Close, Rainham

01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
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B DL GAS SERVICES LTD

191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent

01634 232048 www.bdlgasservices.co.uk
Visit your local gas showroom Corgi
Sfor all your Gas Appliance needs reg.no
Cookers, Fires, Surrounds it
Fires on Live! and all installation work

&;’W‘”’”’ %W
Specialists in “ullﬁ, Floors "}
Shate, lerracotta and Mosaics

Csupphied and Fixed —

i or labour onls

T 01634 235714

- g www.net-connect-it.co.uk |

Net Connect Tel: (01634) 324023 |

Computer Services Mobile: 07952 147405
For all your Computer Requirements

®Hardware @ Networking @Scoftware Development
®MS Office Specialist ®Web Development

Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer, Solutions
Developer and MS Office Certified Specialist

(" S.B. BRICKWORK LTD )
BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS AND
GENERAL BUILDERS
Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken
Telephone: 01634 263416
YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

AGS CERAMICS & BATHROOMS

¢ Walls, Floors, Mosaic, Natural Stone etc.

¢+ Wood & Laminate Floors Fitted
¢ Complete Bathroom Refurbishment
Paul Dexter

Telephone: 07816 472668
Answerphane: 01634 232266

F{emoval of Old Timber
Maintenance Frea Exteriors
Full Ventilation with Bird Guard

” 01634 321262

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MES QJL

D.A.Price Services (est1984) g
Tel: 01634 233709/01795 842644 o
Mobile: 07860 733 980
GENERAL HOUSE MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

Househokd/shop Maintenance and Repairs
Decorating — Coving — Carpentry -
Fence Erection - Plumbing - Bathrooms Fitted - Odd jobs @

Judith Parkhurst (BA Hons)

Garden Designer
Creative Designs & Planting Schemes
Borders-Gardens-Features-Plant Advice & Aftercare

Free initial consultation
Tel: 01634 353223 email: judith@hawthornegd.co.uk

BUSINESS TAX ACCOUNTANTS LTD

Problems with the Taxman?

Advice on Inheritance Tax, Wills, Capital Gains.
Property portfolios, income tax, VAT.
Accounts and tax returns completed

CIS - Ltd. Co. Accounts — Self-employed Accounts
Tel: RAINHAM 01634 260000
e-mail info@btaltd.com

RAINHAM WILLS LTD

Hilary Laundon

Wills, Enduring Powers of Attorney and
Change of Name Deeds

Home visits arranged. Tel: 01634 389050
24 Station Road, Rainham

J.B.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience - Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobile: 07779987633

M & D DECKING
DECKING AND GARDENING SERVICES

Prompt and reliable service offered

Paths, weeding, hedge trimming, general
Tidying & clearing.
Rainham based, ring me for a free quote,

Mick Eardley ... 01634 264266

Diary 2005

May 31st— Countryside Event. Children’s naturc day.

10.30am to 12 noon, Riverside Country Park.
£2.10 per child (5-12 years, under 8 must be
accompanied). Book in advance 378987,

June Ist - Rochester & West Kent Art Society.
Workshop. (see 18th May)

June Ist - Rainham (Kent) Horticultural Society.
Mr R. Chislett: Pelargoniums. 7.15 for 7.30pm,
Rainham Cricket Club Pavilion.

June 2nd — Wigmore Thursday Club. Kingfisher
Singers entertain. (see 19th May)

June 2nd - Countryside Event. Children’s fishing
workshop. 9.00am to 1.00pm, Capstone Farm
Country Park. £6.25 per person (suitable for 8 to
16-ycar-olds). Book in advance 812196,

June 3rd - Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral
Art Group. 65th Anniversary Flower Festival in
Church - sct up.

PMK SOLUTIONS

INTERIOR, EXTERIOR PAINTER & DECORATOR
Free estimates and friendly advice {_Q

Phoneffax 01634 262864 =
or 07851 718867 V204

June 3rd — Medway Opera Victorian Soiree, Queens
Hall, Corn Exchange, Rochester. Tickets £7 from
403444,

June 4th-7th — Gillingham Horticultural Society 65th
Anniversary - FLOWER FESTIVAL.
Arrangements by the ladies of the Floral Art
Group, in the United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham. No admission charge
but donations please in aid of Children of
Chernobyl and the Breast Unit at Medway
Maritime Hospital.

June 5th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Meet
10.00am Bredgar Village Hall (behind St John’s
Church). 6 mile walk. Contact no. 01622 884221
or 01634 374923,

June 6th — Rainham Wives. ‘The CAB Service’ talk
by Peter Stokes. (sec 9th May)

June 7th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral
Art Group.

June 7th to 11th - Kentish Players present ‘Oliver’,
Central Theatre, Chatham, 7.30pm (Saturday
matinee 2.30pm). Tickets £7.50 from 406271.

June 8th — Rainham Flower Club. Workshop — Bright
and Beautiful. (sce 11th May)

June 8th — Bredhurst WI. Wendy Lewis, Holistic
Therapies. (sce 11th May)

June 8th - Medway Towns Footpath Group. Meet
7.30pm, Rochester Esplanade Castle Steps.

1.5 mile walk. No dogs.
Contact no. 01732 841433,

SB PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering, rendering,
pebble dashing, screeding and
skimming undertaken.

For free estimates call Scott on
01634 306995 or 07855 149612

STUMPMASTERS
Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken including
felling, pruning, topping and lopping.
Stump grinding specialists.
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

PH INTERIORS
THE START TO FINISH CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING
AND HOME ALTERATION SERVICE

For a reliable and professional tradesman
Call 01634 327019 — Philip Hobbs

15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent
Mobile 07798 647747

V.E. WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green, Rainham, Kent MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appointments may be available

HOUSEMARTINS

Established for 14 years supplying DOMESTIC services in
Rainham/Gillingham areas. Experienced and reliable staff for
the following: HOUSEWORK, LAUNDRY, COOKING, IRONING,
PENSION/PRESCRIPTIONS. 'BLITZ' & SPRING CLEAN
at competitive rates.
Call Helen or Pamela for further details.

MEDWAY 01634 366528

ORCHARD WINDOWS
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PCVu Products
TRADE - DIY -~ GLASS UNITS
Windows — Patio Doors — French Doors
Stable Doors — Conservatories — Porches

6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757




Small Ads

Published: June 4th
Copy date: May 20th
Price: £1.85 per line

Average 4 words to a line
Box Ads: £23 per month
£63 3 months paid in advance

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

or Rainham Bookshop.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including doors,
windows, flooring, roofing, general
building/lofis/extensions. 01634 230821
or 07950 802370,

PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years” experience.

Tel: Doug Marchant 01634 373016 or
07930 627241 for free estimate.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. Home visits for clderly
housebound. Dentures made and
repaired. Free of charge for people
receiving guaranteed pension credit.
Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia Avenue
Church, Twydall.

Further details from Jim

Crompton, 01634 302631.

BRISTLES Painters & Decorators
City & Guilds qualified. Contact
Lorna 01634 683605 or Barbara
01622 682736 or mobile 0777 986
3977.

M&R GARDEN SERVICES
01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733,

Chiropodist J. Judge M.InstCh.P.
Home Visits — Clinic. Corns, Calluses,
Ingrowing Nails. Med 361720,

ACCORDION TUITION
Roger Letley 01634 230434,

DISCO - professional entertainment
for any occasion. ‘The Black Pepper
Roadshow. Jim Lindsay 375552.

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.

STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — excellent
modernised centre with main hall and
meeting rooms available for hire at
competitive rates. Full disabled
access, hearing aid loop, excellent
kitchen. To book phone 01634 374463
or 233478.

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing, Patios,
Drives, Walls, Garages. No job too
small, Free estimates, Phone Les on
01634 264388.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Hedge
Cutting, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and Refelted,
all types Fencing. No Job too Small.
Free advice and estimates for a first
class job. Friendly, professional
service. Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,

Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close. Sunday — 10.15am
Other meetings in homes.

Pastor: The Rev. P.S, Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at
10.30am to 12 noon. For any other
details about the Fellowship and its
activities, please contact Richard
Hayton, 01634 235799,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11am and 6.30pm, Treasure
Scekers and Ambassadors 10am.
Bible Study and Prayer Mecting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187,

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

HEMPSTEAD PAVILION
PLAYGROUP. Places available for
2'4-5 years. OFSTED registered/
inspected. Qualified staff. Phone
Medway 234718 (9-12), 316315
(eves). Registered Charity No.
1077736.

GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing, hedge
cutting, weeding & tidying. Friendly
service. 01634 378763,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL

For children from 2% to 5 years,
Engquiries please phone 01634 366574,

GENERAL HANDYMAN

Osbome Home & Garden

For all those jobs you never get around
to. Home & Garden improvements.
Call Tony 01634 575491,

Mobile: 0770 9289665.

CARPETS, VINYL & DESIGNER
FLOORING. Your local specialist in
domestic and commercial flooring.
Home Selection Service. M.A. Murr
& Sons, 30 Broomeroft Road,
Rainham, Kent. Tel 01634 263235
Mob 07973 637855,

KENT MAINTENANCE Services
Any property maintenance undertaken
Please call Scott Furnell on

01634 375219 or 07834 340269,

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying leak
tel 234149,

PIANO/KEYBOARD LESSONS
Relaxed and reasonable.
Pam Ormiston 01634 365789,

MATHS/PHYSICS TUITION
GCE *A’ level, GCSE etc. Private
tuition in your home by highly
experienced/qualified tutor,
B.Sc.Hons, Cert. in Education.
Please ring 01634 377267,

PHOTOGRAPHER!!

Why pay studio prices?

I bring my studio to you.
Portraits, pets, cars, gardens.
Commercial, private, aerial.
Functions, events, pubs, clubs,
Digital, 35mm prints, cd, video.
Call/fax Kevin 01634 326129
Maobile 07969 741691

email kevinfmomis@yahoo.com

C & N ROOFING. All roofing

and roofing repairs. Local friendly
service. Free estimates, 01634 234194
or 07971 968971,

BOILER-TECH SERVICES
Heating, Plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs

Gas fires, cooker repairs

LPG and oil. All work guaranteed
Special rates for OAP

CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480
Tel No. 01634 230468

Mobile 07770 784877

ELECTRICIAN. Reliable, fully
qualified, friendly service. All
domestic, commercial and industrial
work undertaken. All work fully
insured.

For free estimate or advice please call
07977 432799 or 01634 352816.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work,
fencing, Patios, decking, design & build
available, 01634 364985 07930 183466.

CONVERT YOUR HOME MOVIES
TO DVD.HIi8/8mm/MiniDV and VHS
tapes converted to DVD+R or DVD-R.
Excellent rates, Call 01634 362294 or
07984 260458.

MEDWAY TRAIL RIDING CLUB
Based in Rainham, Road Legal
Enduro/Trail riders welcome.

Club rides every week using only
legal green lanes.

Ring 07989 674871 for information.

STARDUST PARTY PLANNERS
Party Bags, Balloons, Hats, Panatta’s,
Serviettes, Novelties. Delivered to you
direct. 01634 235840,

DOMESTIC CLEANERS
Fully insured, 01634 235840,
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PROMPT PLUMBING SERVICES
40 years’ experience.

Tel John 01634 578732 or

Mobile 07821 763582,

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Phone Janc on 07973 370296, i
Specialising in cutting & blow-drying.
Rainham area.

PJ PLUMBLING
Bathroom suites, tiling, general
plumbing. Med 388342/07941 749341.

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS -
Solving all your computer problems.
Tel 362294,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Idcal for Weddings, Parties and
Meetings. Facilities for the
Disabled. Attractive Setting

Ample car parking.

To book phone 01634 364859
TRUGREEN MEDWAY
Specialist in Lawncare.
Fertilisation, weed and moss control.
Aertion, scarification, insect,
disease control,

Call Andy Tel/Fax: 01634 360429,

LOWER HALSTOW PLAYGROUP
School Lane, Lower Halstow. OFSTED
Regulated and Inspected. Qualified staft.
Places available now. From 2-school age
For mare information contact

Lynn Verrall 01795 842158,

COSTA BLANCA - GUARDAMAR
2 bedroom flat to let.
01634 233675 for details.

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and Repairs. 01634 361217.

FUNCTION BAND

Dickie Diamond and The Replays
Mainly 60s5-70s music.

Contact Dave 01634 231523

CARPENTER & JOINER

For all aspects of carpentry work.
Domestic and commercial.
Including doors, lofls, staircases,
skirting, partitioning, ceilings.

For free estimates contact Barry on
07957 415515 or 01634 327243,

RUBBISH CLEARANCE
Grass cutting. Graves tidied and
maintained.

Scrap metal taken.

No job too small.

Ring Debbic on 07836 585911,

ALD CERAMIC TILING
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Floors and
Conservatories. Free estimates.

Tel 01634 370675 or 17932 694423,

BATHROOMS: COMPLETE
Installation Service. Plumbing, Tiling &

General Décor. Phone Paul Med 363601,

TUITION: 11+, SATS, GCSE
Experienced & qualified teacher
in Wigmore. 7 days a week. 310653,

NR RIBERAC - DORDOGNE
FRANCE. Detached rural bungalow to
rent. Sleeps 6, enclosed garden, own
pool. Tel 01634 363268 for details.

D.LS.C.O. - ANY OCCASION
Reliable — Professional — Reasonable.
Dave Allan — Mob 07732 704521 or
01634 372061,

WASTEBUSTERS

All household, garden, garage, loft and
shed rubbish cleared. Licensed by KCC.
10% discount. (11634 404909,

CARPETS FROM HOME BY PHIL
20 years' experience. Choose carpets
and vinyls from the comfort of your
own home. Fitting service also
available. Reliable, professional,
friendly service. Call now fora
competitive quote. 01634 576057,

Mob 07887 564381.

MEDWAY MOBILE CYCLE
REPAIRS. Free collection & retum.
Call Ray (previously of C&S Bikes)
on Medway 314631,

CORFU — PRIVATE SELF-
CATERING Studio Apartments:

Bedrooms with balconies, beautiful pool,

landscaped gardens;
singles/couples/groups all welcome!
1/2 Bedroom Apartments:

Sleep 5-6 people, all rooms have
panoramic sea views. N

2 mins to sea’beach and all amenities.
Tel 01634235130

email jiolaw(@aol.com

CALLIGRAPHY WRITING

for all occasions — weddings, parties, etc.

Phone Karena on 01622 632643,

KNOWLER NURSERY

143 Berengrave Lane. 01634 361631,
Open March-July 10am-5pm.
Closed Tues and Wed.

Fuchsias, Geraniums, Bedding Patio
Plants. Hardy and Shrub Plants.

HI-FI REPAIR SPECIALIST
For all your Hi-Fi problems. Also
modifications for improved sound.
Phone Tom 01634 370919,

NICK EASTER CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting — Bathrooms
Doors - Artexing — Decking —
Decorating — Tiling — Plastering. All
work guaranteed. For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham.

JAMIE MAY UPHOLSTERY
High quality traditional and modern
upholstery service.

Tel: 01795 424457 Mob 07838 219342

VIV-VIDEO4

Something special coming up?
Let VIV record it for you! or
Let VIV record your archives
Call 01634 371570/3604 01

SPARKLES GLITTER PARTY
includes: hair, make-up, goody bags,
karaoke 'n’ lots more! Flexible to suit all.
376270,

FLORIDA VILLA FOR RENT

6 bedrooms,4 bathrooms. Near Disney,
sleeps 12-14. From £700 per weck.
01634 260612.

QUALIFIED HOLISTIC
THERAPIST EMMA BROWN IIHHT
Massage, Aromatherapy Massage, Reiki,
Indian Head Massage, Hopi Ear
Candles, Manicures, Pedicures &
Waxing, Tel 01634 386539,

TREE & HEDGE MANAGEMENT
Free quotes and advice.
Lindsay & Co. 01634 366923,

MATHEMATICS TUITION
Secondary, GCSE, A Level by
experienced tutor - B.SC Hons.
A Level marking experience.
Tel: Medway 233374,

INTERIOR DECORATOR
Quality work guaranteed.

For free no obligation estimate call
Jim Jefferys on 01634 378157,

COMPLETE CATERING SERVICES
Tel: 01634 264140 Mob 07944 195813,
For an all inclusive service with

buffet, special cake and accessories

for any occasion. )

Phone Adrienne for a free quotation.
WEDDINGS A SPECIALITY.

CHILDREN'S PARTY PLANNER
They are only young once — give them
something spectacular and a fun day to
remember. Phone 01634 303291 for that

_ special party event.

5STAR PLUS (DAVE)
Maobile Car Valeting Service,
01634 239445 or 07776 457326.

COOKED.4.U

Meals on wheels delivery service
coming soon. Home cooked food for
0APs — Homebound — ete.

Varied menus changed weekly.
Delivery between 11.30 & 13.30
Monday to Friday.

Call Cooked.4.U on 01634 386548,

COMPOSTED WOODCHIP
delivered. £50 load, £25 ¥ load. 376776.

PIANO AND CLARINET TUITION
Adults and beginners. Also Grade and
Diploma Accompanying. Contact
Adrian Whittell on Med 387367/374993.

MERESBOROUGH NURSERY
Geraniums, Fuschias, Trailing Plants,
Compost, Bales of Peat, Liquid
Fertiliser. Open 7 days a week

9am to Spm. Meresborough Road.
01634 231639,

M.A.D. CONTRACTORS
Specialists in all areas of groundwork.
Drives/Patios/Drop Kerbs etc.
NRSWA qualified. 01795 437883/
07733 304163,
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JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
NEW LOCAL BOOKS NOW IN STOCK
Upchurch in Old Picture Postcards £9.95

Out of Rochester — Memoirs of a Thames
& Medway Barge Skipper £9.99

VISIT US FOR THE BEST IN LOCAL HISTORY
17-25 Station Rd, Rainham
Tel: 371591 Fax: 262114
www.rainhambookshop.co.uk

Hallett’s
Plumbing & P I
g8l Heating Chris Hallett
CENTRAL HEATING,

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS

01634 370697 07711 362898

Est 1971 = |

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For free eshmales lelephone: 01 634 3 75069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them "all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072

FAIRVIEW ESTATE AGENTS

157 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, Rainham, Kent. ME8 0PX

‘The answer to all your property needs’

*RESIDENTIAL SALES *LETTINGS
*PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

CONTACT MICHAEL TURNER FOR DETAILS
TELEPHONE: 01634 377825

Fitted Furniture and
Appliances. Design,
Supply & Install

or Supply Only

L ROOTS

Kitchens Bedrooms Bathrooms

Vine Farm, Stockers Hill. Boughton-under-Blean,
Faversham. Kent. MEL3 9AB
Tel: 01227 751130 www.rootskitchens.co.uk

The Finance Centre (Rainham)
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER

6 Cranford House, 24a Longley Road, Rainham, Kent. MEB 7RU
Tel: 01634 370009 Fax: 01634 361166 Mobile: 07961 334561
Email: barry@thefinancecentre.fsbusiness.co.uk

Barry James MLIA(dip) CeMAP

A ber of positiv which is regi

by the Financial Services Authority

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

Fn lime ()/ need ...
JOHN WEIR

Feuneral Deveclors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Kent MEB BAR Car parking available

e
* Private Chapels of Rest

* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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