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Memories of Rainham

The Bargain House owned and run by the Bay family was on the corner of Station Road and the
High Street, now the site of Barclays Bank. A useful shop in the early 30s, most of the wares were

displayed outside, disguising the rather unattractive but functional building that had a corrugated
iron roof. See page9.

Robert J. Kitney

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

Several times in the last few weeks T have been asked
if we can include an advertisement to attract new
members to clubs and societies. If you are involved
with such an organisation then the answer is always
that as long as you are non-profit making, that is to
say no one is a paid official and weekly subscriptions
are just used for general expenses such as paying for
the hire of a hall, then we are more than happy to
include details of your club in our editorial section,
either as a letter or short article, free of charge. This
is exactly what Action Forum was set up to do,
inform local people of events and activities in our
area. As copies are delivered door to door each month
to every home in Rainham, Wigmore, Parkwood,
Hempstead, Bredhurst, Upchurch and Lower Halstow
naturally these are the areas we are most anxious to
include but sometimes neighbouring villages such as
Hartlip and Newington will have a mention as they
are so closely related. If you are making a profit (or
hoping to!) such as dance or music lessons and
slimming clubs then you will be treated as any other
commercial organisation. We do not make a profit
ourselves, advertising costs are set to cover the
printing bill plus an amount that was previously paid
for distribution but is now given to charity since we
have returned to volunteer distribution. So far, since
September 2000, £5,700 has been divided between
the Kajiado project in Africa and St Margaret’s and
St Matthew’s churches. Several people responded last
month to help with door to door distribution but we
could still do with more assistance. If you would like
a walk with a purpose once a month please get in
touch on either 231307 or during shop hours 371591.

<Our superb photograph of the Edwards family on
the front cover last month was much admired. I was
hoping a relative would write giving us some history
of this wonderful group but as yet no luck. If you
have any information we would love to hear from
you. We have a little more information to supplement
yet another marvellous old photograph this month but
if you know more or have other memories about
Rainham do write them down, many readers love to
hear about life as it used to be.

August is usually the quietest month for copy,

many clubs take a break and as it is traditionally a
holiday period few activities are organised, however

the Country Park Wardens are busy helping to keep
you occupied if you are holidaying in sunny Rainham
this year and we include a few other appeals for help
and things to do. Make the most of the sunshine -
when we get it — how about a walk in our lovely
countryside, anyway have a good month and we will
see you again in September.

Correspondence

DO YOU NEED SOME SPACE?
Dear Editor,

As a modern church in Parkwood, Rainham, we
have three very attractive rooms to hire in addition to
the church itself. We have every facility available for
all your needs, a well equipped kitchen, toilets on
ground floor and first floor, baby-changing facilities
and an abundance of parking spaces.

Large or small groups, one-off events, if we can
help, please telephone St Paul’s Church on 01634
268560 Monday mornings from 10.00am to 1.00pm
or Thursdays 12 noon to 3.00pm or leave a message
and I will return your call.

Yours sincerely,

Caroline Medhurst
Administrator for
St Paul’s Church
HARVEST TEA
Dear Editor,

The Lions Club of Gillingham and their pariners
arc arranging another Harvest Tea on Sundays 10th
and 24th October.

We would like to invite Senior Citizens of the
Gillingham and Rainham area to join us for tea and
entertainment,

FREE tickets are available by post from
Mrs Brenda Woodrow, 53 South Avenue,
Gillingham, MES8 6EF or by telephoning Medway
362851 or Mrs Melanie Banks on Medway 387991.

Transport can be arranged and we would
particularly like to see people who live alone or do
not have the opportunity to get out too often. Please
encourage family, friends and neighbours to attend.

Arrival time is 3.30pm and we hope many of you
will take the opportunity to join us and enjoy the
afternoon at The Millennium Centre, Rainham.

Yours sincerely,
Yvonne lles, on behalf of
The Lions Club
of Gillingham
HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB
Dear Editor,

As the summer holidays are upon us many parents
might appreciate another option for entertaining their
children. Wigmore Evangelical Free Church, Durham
Road (off the Maidstone Road, Rainham) is holding
its annual Holiday Bible Club — Tuesday 24th until
Friday 27th August. It runs from 10am till 12 noon
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and anyone aged 5 to 11 is welcome to come along
for games, songs, quizzes, Bible stories, refreshments
and prices.
All this is free!
For further information call Russell - 372323,
Susan — 388187, or just turn up on the days.
Yours sincerely,
(Mrs) Elizabeth Poynter

HOSPITAL RADIO MEDWAY
Dear Editor,

Our previous appeals in Action Forum for help
have always been most successful so once again may
we acquaint your readers of our needs. Hospital
Radio Medway is still open to new members,
particularly if they are able to help on weekday
afternoons or evenings. We are looking for help in
maintaining the positions of:

Ward Representatives — meeting the patients and
collecting musical requests.

Engineers — caring for the existing equipment.

Librarians — indexing and general care of the
record library,

Personal Assistants — help wherever needed.

Programme Presenters — a position achieved a little
later in service.

These posts are available to anyone aged twenty
years or over. We at HR Medway would be most
appreciative if you could help us. Log on to our
website — hospitalradiomedway.ik.com — to find out
more about us.

Yours sincerely,

Don Brunton
Membership Secretary
Hospital Radio Medway

WINE & WISDOM
Dear Editor,

The Parish of South Gillingham Dortmund
Exchange Group are holding a Wine and Wisdom
competition on Saturday September I 1th starting at
7.30pm in St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore. The cost per person is £6
(concessions £5) which includes supper, but please
bring your own drinks and glasses. Tickets may be
obtained from Bill Trees on 370722 who will also be
happy to supply any further information required.

Yours sincerely,
David Lewis
Chairman, Dortmund
Exchange Group

UPCHURCH PICTURE BOOK
Dear Editor,

I just wanted to say a big thank you to all the
readers of Action Forum after a recent appeal for help
with information and old photographs around
Upchurch,

I'am pleased to report I have been given a grant
from the National Lottery, Awards for All
programme, to cover the production and publishing
costs to produce the book *Upchurch in Old Picture
Postcards’. The book should now be available late
October or November 2004,

Yours sincerely,

Mike Gunnill
mikegunnill@mac.com
1
DANCE CLUB 01634 373572
Dear Editor,

Your readers may be interested to know that the
MOUNTBATTEN DANCE CLUB has a number of
vacancies and would like to invite couples to a
friendly, sociable evening of Sequence/Ballroom
dancing.

For more details contact Irene Smith on 01634
404228.

Yours sincerely,
Derek Thompson
Secretary

CHANTRY COFFEE MORNING
Dear Editor,
On 9th July I held a Coffee Morning at

2 Childscroft Road. In spite of it being a dull, cold
day, I and my ‘helpers’ made a clear profit of £140.
This will be handed in to the Magpie Centre, Medway
Hospital. I would like to say thank you to everyone
who attended and assisted at the event and also to the
people who contributed goods to sell and made the
morning a success — thank you all.

Yours sincerely,

B. Smith (Mrs)

SALMON WINDOWS

Family run business with 20 years experience
» Conservatories — designed and built
* UPVC windows doors & porches ¢ UPVC soffit & fascial
e Misted units replaced e Fensa document L approved
+ 10 year insurance backed guarantee

For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

(_ S.B.BRICKWORK LTD )
BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS AND
GENERAL BUILDERS
Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken
Telephone: 01634 263416

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

Abbeyfield

Where clder poople Hind | care in housing

Convalescence — Respite — Short Stay Care
is available at Rogers House Residential Home for
the elderly who are recovering from hospitalisation

or for carers who wish to take a holiday.
Contact: Mrs Pam Harrington —

01634 262266 KCC Registered




August 12th — Countryside Event. 10.00am to
3.00pm. At Capstone Farm Country Park. Fishing
teachings. Tickets £6 per child. Book in advance
on 01634 812196.

August 15th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Meet
2.00pm northern end of Otterham Quay Lane
before Three Sisters. 5 mile walk. For further
details 01634 855522.

August 16th — Rainham Evening WI. Life and Works
of Joyce Grenfell — Mrs Oliver. Competition: Grey.
7.30pm, Platters Farm Lodge, Highfield Road
Rainham. ’

August 16th — Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Spinning. 7.30 to 9.30pm. The
Annexe, Urchins Playgroup, Marlborough Road
Gillingham, 4

August 16th — Countryside Event. 10.00am to
12 noon or 1.30 to 3.30pm. Children’s nature days.

Details 01634 317993. :
August 9th - Medway Organ Club. Ryan Edwards. (;p)ﬂ‘]t é;,?;pgt[oznleggam Cotify Pk Boolat sy ans

L?s()tpm Parkw?od Cc:ir;mlunily Centre, Rainham.  August 17th — Countryside Event. 12 noon to
itors are welcome i : h .
¢ £3. 2.00pm. Recycl i 3
Auguists%th — Countryside Event. 10.00am to 12 noon SpaC}::. Furthgr (;gtgai\;rsoéﬁgipéglgEIIYHemb i
ll::): k Cli;m to 3;30pm. At Capstone }_Tarm Country  August 18th — Bredhurst Garden Club Mrs Janet
0'1“6 o ]llzdlrgg s nature days. Book in advance. Harris — Demonstration and Talk: ‘Flower
. ) ) Arrangements’. 8.00 st Vi
August 10th - Gillingham & District Fuchsia & August ISSIh - Wigmorgrz’ﬁ%;ﬁgﬁr'sl}o\\grlll:\%g I-{all;
Pelargonium Society. Post Show Talk. 7.30pm, Guild. Craft — Mrs Clift. Competition: i—lan:]ncn g

Rainham School for Girls i
. 2 ) embroidered /
August 10th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting Hall, \Ivo(l;fisi:jr:y\f\:!ljogtr};oi-fs Waiapm oy

Club. 8.00pm to 10.00pm, Red Cross Centre
Balmoral Road, Gillingham. Details 01634 i Aucgol.:fltp(I:tSittl;lo—r-l.I\flzi\:i?:nCargc&rd; . Clu;) ,350minute
: and Modern’. 7.30pm,

862673.
August 10th - Medway Antique & Collectors Club. mgﬁ&a{;?gﬁ;&?’ 11\{[ ciwag Bgdgc A,
i , Rochester. Contact no.

Seaside Piers & Porcelain — Mr J. Haddaway.

7.30 for 8.00pm, St George’s Hotel, New Rgad, |

Chatham. Visitors welcome. Details 365861,
August 10th - Countryside Event. 12 noon to e e

2.00pm. At Priestfield Recreation Ground. CREOLUTE PhORINERD MATEREILIOR

Recycling workshop. Telephone 01634 812196 for i

further details. BEGINNERS CALLIGRAPHY WITH GOLD LEAF
August 11th - Bredhurst WI. Molly Proctor, Flowers Treal yourself to a fun, relaxing (stress-busting)

and Weeds in a Cottage Garden. Competition: a day out in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow '}

scarf, 7.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hall. { Aug 11 Sept 22 /
August 11th — Rainham Flower Club (Kent) *; Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983 &

Workshop. 7.30 to 9.30pm, Upchurch Village Hall.
PLUMBER

K. GILLARD
TAPS * DRAINS * LEAKS

(Decorators)
Interior & Exterior
BATHROOMS + KITCHENS
SHOWERS * EN-SUITES

Diary 2004

Keeper: Mrs Christine Smith
275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
Tel: 233098

No charge is made for Diary entries
Diary Copy Date: 17th August 2004

August 7th - Instep Dancing, Social Dance, Rainham
School for Girls, Derwent Way. Ballroom, Latin,
Sequence. 8.00 to 11.00pm. Details 363738.

August 8th - Countryside Event. 10.00am to 3.00pm.
At Capstone Farm Country Park. Litter blitzers.
Telephone 01634 812196 for further details.

August 8th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.

Meet 10.00am Barming Station. 8 mile walk.

A.C. Domestics

...cafls at yowr convenience

For installation, service and
repair of washing machines,
dryers, dishwashers, cookers,
gas fires etc.

Established 30 years
No job too small

For free estimates: ey
: Over 20 years experience. Call Gerry on
Tel'01634 263817 CORGI reg. 206985 01634 2"3}(;417
Mobile 07850 996832 01634 234963 / 07799887754 or 07879438192
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August 19th — Countryside Event. Fishing teachings.
10.00am to 3.00pm. At Capstone Farm Country
Park. Book in advance 01634 812196.

August 21st — Instep Dancing. (sec Tth August)

August 21st — Countryside Event. Kite flying.

12 noon to 5.00pm. At Capstone Farm Country
Park. For further details 01634 812196.

August 21st - Quiz Evening. 7.30pm, Rainham
Community Centre, Granary Close, off Station
Road, Rainham. Further details 0 1634 710553.

August 22nd — Countryside Event. Kites over
Capstone. 12 noon to 5.00pm. At Capstone Farm
Country Park. For further details 01634 812196.

August 22nd — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 10.30am Chilham Village Square.

5 mile walk. No dogs. Contact no. 01634 362743.
August 23rd — Countryside Event. Children’s nature
days. 10.00am to 12 noon or 1.30pm to 3.30pm.

At Riverside Country Park. Details 01634 378987.

August 24th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club. (see 10th August)

August 24th — Countryside Event. Recycling
workshops. 12.00 noon to 2.00pm. At Rainham
Recreation Ground. Details 01634 812196.

August 24th-27th — Wigmore Evangelical Free
Church, Durham Road, Wigmore. Holiday Bible
Club. 10,00am to 12 noon. Anyone aged 5-11
years welcome. Games, songs, quizzes, Bible
stories, refreshments and prizes, all free.

August 26th — Rainham & District Dolls House &
Miniaturist Group meet at St Thomas of
Canterbury Church Hall, London Road, Rainham.
For further details telephone Sylvia on 01634
312038.

August 29th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Meet
2.00pm, Rainham Station. 5 mile walk. Contact no.
01634 374923.

August 30th — Countryside Event. Wildlife
detectives. 10.30am to 3.30pm. At Capstone Farm
Country Park. Details 01634 812196.

September 1st — Rainham (Kent) Horticultural
Society. Mr J. Fiddick — Winter Preparation.
7.30pm, Cricket Club Pavilion, Berengrave Lane,
Rainham.

September 1st — Medway Camcorder Club. Forget
Auto and get better results in Manual. Bring

September 8th — Bredhurst WL Julia Page — John
Constable (slides). Competition: A Book Mark.
7.30pm.

September 9th,10th, 11th,16th,17th & 18th —
Rainham Theatrical Society present “Nevilles
Island’ by Tim Firth. Curtain up at 8.00pm.

Box Office 01634 360506 (Mon-Fri 9am-8pm) £5.

September 9th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Christine
Pope — A Lyrical Treat on Food.

September 10th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society.
Details 01634 305043.

September 1 1th — Instep Dancing.

September 11th - Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group. Autumn Show. 2.30 to 4.30pm.
camcorders, connecting cables and instruction
manuals.

September 2nd — Gillingham Flower Arrangers.
Teaching evening with Viv O’Sullivan. 7.30pm,
Garrison Church Hall, Mansion Row, Brompton.

September 2nd — Wigmore Thursday Club. David
Elks — Talk on the PPIF. 2.00pm, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, for
people over the age of 50. Details from 235507.

September 3rd-5th — Flower Festival, St Mary’s
Church, Upchurch. ‘Upchurch Life’ presented by
Rainham Flower Club. Friday and Saturday,

10.00am to 5.00pm. Sun, noon to 5.00pm.
Admission free, donations to St Mary’s Comfort
Fund.

September 4th — Bredhurst Village Show.

September 4th — Rainham (Kent) Horticultural
Society. Annual Show at Holy Trinity Church Hall,
Twydall. 2.00 to 4.00pm.

September Sth — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.00pm, School Road, Charing. 4 mile walk.
No dogs. Details 01795 535941.

September 6th — Medway Spinners, Dyers &
Weavers Association. SUBS DUE. Spinning.
September 7th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group. ‘Harvest Time’ —a miniature

arrangement.

September 8th — Rainham Flower Club (Kent).
Demonstration; Katherine Gledhill presents.

Continued on page 13

AERIALS
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS |

« RECEPTION PROBLEMS?
» NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!
« REPAIRS » EXTRATV POINTS
« CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
« FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
» COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464

JP White

Established 20 Years
Painting, Decorating
and all aspects of
house maintenance.
Fully insured. Competitively
priced. Free estimates.
01634 231227 and
07970 338786

cARLTON VISION
REPAIRS

TV - VIDEO - SAT - CD
REPAIRS
Fast Service
Reasonable Rates
No Call Out Charge
Qualified Engineer
25 Years Experience

MED 360367




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

JIAID

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Orchard House, Station Road & Laaccounty
Rainham, Kent, MES 7RS © Tax
Tel: 01634 375222 ©  Book-keeping
Fax: 01634 371318 *  Payroll
E Mail: admin@jadaccountants.co.uk *  Audit

.

www.jad.sage24.com Associated Services

CITY & GUILDS TECHNICIAN

DOIT4U

KITCHENS-BATHROOMS-LIGHTING-SHELVES
SOCKETS-TILING-SECURITY-BLINDS-MIRRORS
ALARMS-TAPS-DOORS-CURTAINS-LOCKS

RADIATORS-ETC..
Tel. 01634 261502
Call ROB Mob. 07759 635678

COLOUR COPY-PRINT & SIGNS

8 Station Road, Rainham, Kent MES 7PH
* COLOUR COPYING & BIW
* ARTWORK SETUP & PRINTING
. ST.»\T!CINOERY PRINTING
3 | * FOIL BLOCKING
0*':;‘1\“6 » LAMINATING TO A1
pRL * FOSTER PRINTS TO AD
LovE D b "I__AN _CDPYEl\G
You * RUBBER STAMPS
D1834,262008 rawe = 300K BINDING
e-mail: veprints@@fsbdial.co.uk OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

FULL COLOUR POSTERS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Using the most powerful system in the world
Carpets dry within 2 hours!

Safe for children, pets, allergy and asthma sufferers.
NO solvents, detergents or enzymes!

For a free quote ring 01634 261014

SH
ONSERVATORIES

WINDOWS AND DOORS
ALL ASPECTS OF DOUBLE GLAZING

01634 366304

SUTTONS WITH KHILKOFF-BOULDING & (0.
SOLICITORS
84,86 High Street, Rainham

Specialising in Conveyancing, Probate & Wills

Call us today for o compefitive Quote on
MEDWAY (01634) 373333

Registered House Builder - Extensions
Block Paving - Roof Conversions

E Free Surveys and Estimates

YRAMX Other offices situated throughout Kent providing o complete professional legal service
GREG BRYANT Puma pvc
CONSTRUCTION Approved installers of
MEDWAY 231321 Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding

* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !l
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

MAX THE PLUMBER
Established 30 years

BATHROOMS — GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

01634 231390

Ashbourne Financial Planning
Independent Financial Advice
* Savings & Investments » Pensions » Life Cover
¢ Income/illness protection » Mortgages
The professional approach to finance
Call Ross Williams now on: 01634 264272
43a High Street, Newington, Kent ME9 7JR

Ashbourne Financial Planning is an appomted representative of the M&F Nerwork
Limlted, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority
The F5A do not regulate morgage lending & advice and
some forms of income/iliness protection

{5? LADY DECORATOR

552 Apprenticeship served

ol Py  Fully qualified with 15 years' experience

¥ All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices

No job too small - Special rates for OAPs

Tel: 01634 233845
Mobile: 0778 0810 346

Back & Body Treatments.

Why let pain ruin your life, Break Free.
I can help you.

Back, Neck, Frozen Shoulder, Arms, Wrists & Legs
I can help ease the pain of many illnesses as well.
Bowen Therapy, Massage & Reflexology.
Bren Barry - ESBT. BCMA. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 Home visits Available

Correspondence

POSTAL ADDRESS
Dear Editor,

I was very interested in your editorial concerning
worries about an incomplete address. Firstly, Royal
Mail, bless them, are no longer interested in the
County as part of an address and by their own
statement can deliver to your address as SMER 8PP
because MES 8PP is the postal code fora
predetermined number of properties in your road or
street, with 5 being your house within that coding.
Some years ago [ used this in my argument for
dropping Gillingham from Rainham addresses. They
said whilst quite true they would prefer us to use as
much of the address as possible to make it easier for
them. So you see if the full and correct post code is
used on all correspondence you should receive your
mail irrespective of what’s included or not included
in the address.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Weller,

32 Sandown Drive
Rainham

FUNDS RAISED AT GARDEN OPEN EVENT
25 AND 27 HANOVER DRIVE
Dear Editor,

We would like to thank everyone who volunteered
their time to help, baked cakes and visited the garden
open event at 25 & 27 Hanover Drive on 27th June.
Including money raised at various plants sales before
the day, we raised a total of £4,060. This amount will

be split equally between St Matthew’s Roof & Renew

Appeal and Macmillan Nurses.
We very much appreciate everyone’s support.
Yours sincerely,
Joan, Fred & Tracy
Jepson

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 11pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call cut—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex.R.E.M.E.

RAMASES
Dear Editor,

RAMASES Study Day 25th September 2004

From Congqueror to Conquered:

The Rise and Fall of the Ancient Egyptian Empire
RAMASES, the North Kent Egyptology Society, are
holding a Study Day at Newington Village Hall on
Saturday 25th September 2004 from 0930hrs to
1630hrs.

We have three nationally recognised Egyptologists
who will be speaking on a range of subjects on the
Ancient Egyptian Empire. They are Dr Aidan
Dodson, Dylan Bickerstaffe and Robert Partridge.

Anybody who is interested in the history of
Ancient Egypt is welcome to attend. Please contact
Mary Mickleburgh on 01795 842639 to purchase a
ticket, price £15. A separate ticket for a hot lunch at
£7 can also be purchased. The lecture ticket price
includes morning and afternoon refreshments.

Anybody wishing to find out more about
RAMASES can also contact us to find out about our
future programme of social events, outings and
lectures.

Yours faithfully,
C.M. Warren (Mrs)
33 Adelaide Drive
Sittingbourne

Kent. MEILO IYE

MEDWAY ADULT AND COMMUNITY
LEARNING SERVICE
Science subjects for adults
Two exciting science courses are being offered by the
Medway adult and community learning service at
their Rainham centre (Rainham Mark Grammar
School) this autumn, By virtue of the school’s
specialist science status, adults can now study
Electronics and Human Biology.

For more information telephone 01634 338400 or
visit their website www.medway/gov.uk/course
finder/learning/home.asp.

Reminder

Medway adult and community learing service is
enrolling now for their 2004/05 courses. The autumn
term gets underway on 13th September, with courses
starting throughout the year. If you do not have a
copy of the directory you can obtain a copy by
telephoning 01634 845359,

STUDIO 10 GALLERY

Upstairs at Rainham Bookshop
Everything for Art & Artists under one roof
As from 19th July OIL PAINTING CLASSES
EVERY TYPE OF ART MATERIAL
A selection of crafts, ready made frames and bespoke
framing, framed prints, limited editions, originals,
signed articles, film stills, wood carvings.

Tel: 01634 371591

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved
DECORATING - Internal / External
Established 1988

NEIL MACE
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
Rainham 07792 244315




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JULY

This month’s Nature Notes come from Yalding.
Readers may remember the television and newspaper
reports of the floods in the village in October 2000.
Yalding has always been vulnerable to flooding
because it is situated on the confluence of the rivers
Teise and Beult with the Medway. On my visit in
July, however, the waters were clear and calm and a
complete contrast to the muddy, raging torrent we
saw on our television screens.

I started my tour at the 15th century Town Bridge
in the High Street. Built of ragstone and with seven
arches, it is considered the longest medieval bridge in
Kent. From the bridge I looked down on the River
Beult. Clumps of yellow water lilies were floating on
the surface of the river; purple loosestrife and
meadow sweet were in bloom on the river bank; and a
pied wagtail was chasing after flies in the meadow
adjoining the Beult.

I headed down Lees Road towards an area of
common land alongside the River Medway called the
Lees. In medieval times a weekly market and two
annual fairs were held there. More recently it was
remembered by the poet Edmund Blunden as a scene
of cricket matches. Botanically speaking, the Lees
can be described as an area of unimproved grassland.
Among the many species of flowers to be found there
are tansy, knapweed, lady’s bedstraw, horseshoe
vetch and bird’s foot trefoil.

From the Lees I had a good view of Yalding and its
surroundings. The village was once at the heart of the
Vale of Kent’s fruit and hop industries. Today no
hops are grown or processed in Yalding although fruit
trees are still in evidence. Some farmers are clearly
diversifying for I noticed lavender growing in a south
facing field on the ragstone ridge overlooking
Yalding. It was reminiscent of Norfolk and even, on
this hot July day, the South of France. As I stood on
the common swifts were screaming in the sky above
my head.

A number of anglers were sitting patiently by the
Medway. I was told that they were fishing for chubb
or roach. As for bird life, I came across black headed

gulls, water hens, mallards, a pair of mute swans and
a common tern. The latter is a summer visitor to this
country and can often be seen flying steadily above
inland waters on the look-out for small fish. Once it
has seen a potential victim the tern will hover whilst
making its aim and then plunge into the water.

I stepped onto Twyford Bridge which spans the
Medway. It is one of Kent's finest medieval bridges,
having four arches and dating back to at least 1325.
There was quite a holiday atmosphere on and around
the bridge. Older children were swimming in the river
and younger ones were paddling in the shallow
waters away from the main flow of the river. It
seemed as though all of Maidstone and his family
were there. The Old Anchor Inn and the tea room on
Teapot Island seemed to be doing a roaring trade. I
decided to settle for somewhere a little quieter and
headed for the restaurant at the organic garden on the
other side of Yalding.

Joe Ennis

PARLIAMENTARY RECOGNITION
FOR RAINHAM

The announcement that the Boundary Commission
has recommended that the Parliamentary
Constituency of Rainham will, after the next General
Election, be known as Gillingham and Rainham will
give Rainham its long overdue recognition and be
welcomed by many residents.

Gillingham Borough Council embraced the area
administered previously by Rainham Parish Council
from Ist April 1929 under an extension of the
Boundary Act 1928. That covered an area from the
River to Bredhurst and from South Bush Lane to the
back garden fences of the houses on the western side
of Edwin Road, up through Springvale towards
Bredhurst on a line which now would pass through
the Church land in Drewery Drive.

Rainham had previously been on the extremity of
the western boundary of Milton Regis Urban District
Council and part of the Parliamentary Division of
Faversham. Mr Adam Maitland was our last MP. We
were transferred from the Diocese of Canterbury to
Rochester in the 1930s having previously been part of
the Rural Deanery and Petty Sessions of
Sittingbourne. All our religious and public

SMART

SYSTEM
VEHICLE
PAINT
REPAIR
Paintless Dent Removal, Upholstery,
Dash & Windscreen Repair, Scratches,
Bumper Scuffs, Lacquer Damage,
Machine Polishing, Paint Protection
application, Repaired at Home, Office
or Business
Gary Etheridge
Mobile 07816 673636
Tel: 01795 843278

|
|
i

PREMIER HEATING

Gas and Plumbing Services
Boiler Repairs
Central Heating Systems
Power Flushing
Landlord Safety Checks
General Plumbing

British Gas Trained
202200

Medway 235063
07801 967231

PH INTERIORS
THE START TO FINISH
CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING
AND HOME ALTERATION
SERVICE

For a reliable and professional
tradesman call

01634 327019 — Philip Hobbs

15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent
Mobile 07798 647747

attachments were to the east and Rainham news was
reported in the ‘East Kent Gazette’ and ‘Kent
Messenger’. From 1906 until 1926 we had tram
connections to the Medway Towns but through
history we had been Men and Maids of Kent whereas
Gillingham residents were Kentish Men. It is clear to
me that the Municipal and Parliamentary boundary
previously referred to, rather than the River Medway,
was the actual boundary between the ancient
Kingdoms of East and West Kent.

Seventy-five years ago Gillingham wanted room to
expand now it is estimated that Rainham has half the
population of its previous parent borough.

Mr Clark says that he hopes that the ancient enmity
between the two halves of the borough will now
cease but I fear that this is unlikely to be realised
whilst those on the eastern extremity feel that, despite
all the endeavours of their representatives, they are
‘the forgotten outpost of the new Empire’. It was
always thus even when Gillingham Council were our
masters except when two of its most senior officers
lived with us, we got quite a lot done in those few
years, including Cozenton Park! Although I accept
that members determine the level of rate income I
believe that Officers mainly decide the priority of
expenditure and I can only hope that with
Parliamentary recognition, they will now realise that
a very significant number of ratepayers live in the
‘Outpost’.

I am sure that Mr Paul Clark, MP, had parental
encouragement to include Rainham within the
Constituency’s name for many of his ancestors rest
within the Parish. I knew all those back until his
maternal great grandparents, Mr and Mrs Alfred
Thomas Wamer, who lived in Lime Kiln Cottage, an
old bungalow adjacent to his wood yard in Maidstone
Road (then Bredhurst Lane) between Harvey and
Nursery Roads.

Freddie Cooper

URGENTLY WANTED:
A VOLUNTEER OR TWO

For two hours on a Saturday morning to load/unload
newspapers to/from a small van. This work raises
much needed funds for a Community charity.

An active (possibly recently retired) person would
be welcome to join our small team; not necessarily
every Saturday. Please telephone Derek Bendle
364531.

THE BARGAIN HOUSE

The Bargain House came to Rainham in 1924.

Mr Bays, the grandfather of Jonathan Baynes who
now manages the Gillingham shop in King Street,
came to Gillingham in 1910 and opened his first shop
in Burnt Oak Terrace. The move to Rainham
expanded the business and replaced a similar shop on
this site owned by G. Hooker. The Bargain House
was quite a feature in pre-war Rainham having a
prominent position in the centre of the village. The
building was far from attractive — the roof was
corrugated iron — but it was one of the most useful
places. The shop stocked a whole range of hardware,
it had wicker baskets hanging outside and tin buckets
and baths full of blocks of soap and packets inside.
One Rainham girl, Miss Betty Fullager, started as an
assistant in the shop at the top of Station Road on
leaving school in 1926 aged 14 and stayed with the
same business all her working life transferring to
Gillingham when The Bargain House closed and only
retiring from the King Street shop in the late 1970s.
Betty Fullager was better known to her
contemporaries as Sugar Fullager, the nickname
given to her when she first joined 1st Rainham
Guides. The shop prospered in Rainham, only closing
when the land was purchased by Barclays Bank to
build their grand new building in 1936.

SOCIAL BRIDGE

I am offering eight lessons on a Thursday in Basic
Acol for Beginners from 30th September. The lessons
will be held at the Millennium Centre in Rainham
from 10.00am to 12 noon. The cost of £40 may be
paid in two instalments. Contact Derck Bendle on
364531 for more information.

PLAYBOX IN PARKWOOD

Playbox is an opportunity provided by the Medway
adult and community learning service (family
learning) for parents, grandparents and carers to meet
with their toddlers on a weekly basis for an exciting
and fun packed morning or afternoon. There are
educational activities, story time and music time;
there are also occasional guest speakers bringing
interesting topics for discussion. Playbox has been
running successfully in two venues in Medway this
year and more are being organised.

Playbox comes to Parkwood in September. For
more information contact Hanife Dacosta on 01634
338456.

GORDON J. WHITING
House Clearance/Waste Removal
cooker, washing machine, three piece suite,
double/single beds, etc. “Better to know
and not need them, than to need and not know™

01622 720010 Mobile 07860559459
Licensed by the KCC

Clean regl

flLgf

ke the pregy . w1 do the €4

Domestic and Commercial Cleaning Services
Tel: 01634 234050
Mobile: 07802 872 782




KW ELECTRONIC SERVICES

No Call Out Charge
Al TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc.
Repaired & Serviced
ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO FOR SALE

All work guaranteed at least 3 months

TELEPHONE: Medway 364943

REFLEXOLOGY

An anclent treatment that helps to relieve today’s illnesses
HELP YOUR BODY TO HEAL ITSELF
Telephone for further information or appointment

Home visits available

David Stride M.B.S.R., M.B.R.C.P.(Reflexology)
196 Wigmore Road, Gillingham, Kent MES OTL

Telephone 01634 365510

Munn Academy of Dance

? Pupils from age 2yrs to professional

Reg No
Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Medern, Gym.? i
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tultion

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn Fellow and Examiner LD.T A.

Medway 234168

D.H. MILLER pom
ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS up
For all your Plumbing Services
HELP is on its way

Upgrading & Servicing of old Systems a Speciality

* CENTRAL HEATING

® LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
MEDWAY 235831 - 36 High Street, Rainham

Unit IB10, Elm Court, Capstone Road
Gillingham, Kent MET 3JQ

Phone: 01634 817807
Fax: 01634 408298
Mobile: 07904 587460

Nobody beats
our prices

crysta. Curtain & Blind
Manufacturers

Quality Made to Measure Curtains — FREE Fitting

TRACKS - HOME CONSULTANCY SERVICE

Specialist

Email: crystal@cannon2.fsnet.co.uk
D/ Builders &
Decorators

EXTENSIONS - GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: Medway 235383
177 Wakeley Road-RainhameKentsMES 8NJ

DAVID WHITE

BOILERCARE
* Full Corgi Registration
* All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

Blinds, Swags & Tails and Pelmets

|
availoble in the comfort of your own home

Hand Made Curtains, f |
|

|
|

Curtain Design Consultation

|

For that sophisticated look Ring |

Sharon Findlag or 1o Tel. 01634 262135\

McCourt’s

DRIVE & PATIO
CLEANING/SEALING
SERVICE
enhancing your property
Roly McCourt
51 Wigmore Road, Gillingham,
Kent MES 0SR
0800 2987338 01634 375569

WE DO THE DIRTY WORK
FOR YOU

DA CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS LOFT
CONVERSIONS

GENERAL COMMERCIAL/
DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE
RATES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mohile 07961 839328

HANDS AND GILLINGHAM VOLUNTEER
BUREAU

Hands has for many years been providing practical
help to the local community through support from our
volunteers, much of our work deals with the
arrangement of transport for elderly and disabled
clients to enable them to attend medical
appointments, day-centres, shopping and social visits
ete.

At the moment we are looking for volunteers who
would be willing to work within our office for one
morning a week, able to answer the telephone and do
some administration work, training and on-going
support arc given.

For more information please contact Pauline
MacTaggart at the Hands & Gillingham Volunteer
Bureau on Medway 338653 or email us at
gillinghamvb@hotmail.com.

FLOWER FESTIVAL
AT ST MARY’S, UPCHURCH
Rainham Flower Club is delighted to be presenting —
‘UPCHURCH LIFE - in flowers’
at St Mary's Church, Upchurch
3rd to 5th September 2004
Friday to Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday Noon-5pm
Children from Holywell School
have also created exhibits for the festival,
Admission is free, but donations towards
St Mary’s Comfort Fund
would be much appreciated as the church is in need
of new toilet and kitchen facilities.
Rainham Flower Club was once again successful at
the Chelsea Flower Show this year, winning both a
Silver Medal and two Junior Bronze Awards in the
floral art competition, so do come along and see the
work of its members.

BROWNIES

Within the Rainham South District are Brownie Units
who desperately need help with their weekly
meetings. These Units are held on either a Monday or
Thursday evening. Each Unit has a Guider in charge,
but need Assistant Guiders (training provided) and
Unit Helpers. These are both thriving Brownie Packs
but they do need help urgently.

For more information please ring: Leslie Dennis
(District Commissioner) 01634 234738,

MULBERRY HARBOUR
I would like to know if any of your readers worked
on the Mulberry Harbour during the war. The reason
for asking is, does anybody remember if they worked
with Ernie Bartlett, my later father, on this project.
Ernie Bartlett worked at Kemps the Builders of
Station Road, Rainham, then changed to work for
Ward Brothers of Gillingham.
Please contact Janet Cox, 01795 520826, if you
have any information regarding this subject.

MARLBOROUGH HOUSE

The distinctive granite mounds outside Marlborough
House in Rainham High Street are to be transformed
with planting over the summer period. Medway
Council recently installed railings to make the site
more private and secure and asked Groundwork
Medway Swale Charitable Trust to improve the look
of the whole arca. The mounds were originally a
water feature which never functioned properly and no
longer works. The design team at Groundwork, in
discussion with the residents and Manager at
Marlborough House, have decided to keep the shape
of the mounds and make a feature out of them with
low maintenance tree and shrub planting. This will
help to reduce the noise and pollution from the heavy
traffic, and soften the look of the overall area.

1st Class Brickwork

Extensions,
Conservatory bases,
Garden walls & Porches

Any insurance work
undertaken

01634 316840
07940 445131

MEDWAY TREE
SURGEONS

A qualified & insured service

All aspects of
tree work

Free quotations

Joel Sims
110 Birch Grove, Hempstead ME7 3RG

01634 669949
Mob 07899 995798
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CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 BAT

MEDWAY PORTABLE APPLIANCE
TESTING LTD
City & Guilds 2377 trained staff
Latest Test Equipment used — Sub-contract Testing undertaken)
Factories, hotels, shops, care homes, offices, ete.

Please contact us for free survey, quotation or further information
Tel/Fax: 01634 388966 Mobile: 07817 671802
Email: info@medwaypattesting.co.uk
Web: www.medwaypattesting.co.uk

24 Hour Recovery. 8am-Epm Tel: Medway 377803

After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396
PREMIER TRAVEL

FLORIDA SPECIALISTS
® Luxury Villas with Pools 10-15 mins Disney
® Discount Car Hire/Attraction Tickets
® Schedule/Charter Flights — Weddings in Florida
® Fully ABTA Bonded for peace of mind

Qur friendly Team are available
until 9pm on 01634 352143

Y & L DECORATORS
Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in
Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote
Phone: Free Phone 0B00 1954322
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B D L GAS SERVICES LTD
191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ‘&
01634 232048 www.bdlgasservices.co.uk
Visit your local gas showroom Corai
Jfor all your Gas Appliance needs reg =
Cookers, Fires, Surrounds 120326
Fires on Live! and all installation work

ww.ﬁet—coa;t-it'.c'au'k_

.‘ Ngt‘-‘Connect Tel: (01634) 324023 |
Cmnputgr Services Mobile: 07952 147405 |

®Hardware ® Networking ®Software Development
®MS Office Specialist ®Web Development |

I. Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer, Solutions
| Developer and MS Cffice Certified Specialist

ISl Hallett's

“ For all your Computer Requirements

il Plumbing &

2 Reg. Mo, 200072
E—1I Heating Chris Hallett
1983 CENTRAL HEATING,

Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns & Luxury Bathrooms
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS

01634 370697 07711 362898

o D.A.Price Services (est1984)
Tel: 01634 233709/01795 842644 B
J

Mobile: 07860 733 980
GENERAL HOUSE MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

P—busehqﬁfs_hop Maintenance and Repai'rs.
® Decoratrng = Coving — Carpentry -
Fence Erection - Plumbing ~ Bathrooms Fitted — Odd Jjobs

It i L il

H L I

i - I / =

I e ks l

| Specialists in Walls, Floors 35—
Shite, Jerracotta and Mosajes

= supplied and Fixed = =

i or labour only

= 01634 235714

AGS CERAMICS & BATHROOMS

¢ Walls, Floors, Mosaic, Natural Stone etc,
¢+ Wood & Laminate Floors Fitted

+ Complete Bathroom Refurbishment
Telephone: 07816 472668
Answerphone: 01634 232266

T

Paul Dexter

HESSITA B SMSEHE

FASCIAS - SOFFITS - BARGEBOARDS - CLADDING GUTTE.RIIW?

Removal of Old Timber
Maintenance Free Exteriors

'—- Full Ventilation with Bird Guard

1634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 OJL

. Judith Parkhurst (BA Hons) |
| Garden Designer

| Creative Designs & Planting Schemes |
. Borders-Gardens-Features-Flant Advice & Aftercare |

Free initial consultation |
|Tele: 01634 574303 email: judith.parkhurst@virgin.net|

Craft Fair

Methodist Church, Station Road
Sat 10th July 10-1, 50p admission
Craft Stalls & Demonstrations
Face Painting, Kids® Activities
Homemade Cakes & Refreshments

CREATIVE CRAFTS 01634 372200 for details

HILARY LAUNDON

is pleased to announce the opening of

RAINHAM WILLS LTD

6 The Court Yard, Holding Street, Rainham MES THE
Tel: 01634 581500
and will be pleased to receive enquiries on Wills,
Enduring Powers of Attorney and Change of Name Deeds

J.B.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years’ experience — Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobile: 07779987633

G
DECKINS

i d
i ervice offere!
t and reliable service = ; o
f;ri;:f weeding. hedge trimming, 98
o ! Z
i : "-"93:; gIr;ng me for @ free quote.
i 01634 264266

Rainham b

wmick Eardley -

SERVICES

Diary 2004

September 11th — Wine and Wisdom Competition.

7.30pm at St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore. Tickets are available
from Bill Trees 370722, £6 (concessions £5).
Supper provided but we would ask the competitors
to please bring their own drinks and glasses.

September 25th — Ramases. North Kent Egyptology

Society, Study Day, Newington Village Hall,
9.30am to 4.30pm. Tickets £15 (plus £7 if hot
lunch required) from 01795 842639.

October 10th & 24th — Lions Club of Gillingham

Harvest Tea, 3.30pm, Millennium Centre,
Rainham. Ring 362851 or 387991 for free tickets.

Upbury Manor Folk Dance Club meet every
Thursday at Arburound House, Woodlands Road,
Gillingham, 7.30 to 9.30pm. No partner — come along
anyway, ring 861714 for details.

M]H Electrical Services

Power - Lighting — Storage Heaters - Full | Part Rewires
Upgrade Fuse Boards and Earthing

No Job Too Small
FREE Advice - FREE Estimates — NO Call Out Charge

Telephone 01634 233852 - 07721071440

Scottish Country Dancing, Medway Caledonians
meet each Monday 1.30-3.45pm, £1.00, Bredhurst
Village Hall (Beginners welcome). Tuesday 8.00-
10.00pm, £1.50, for beginners and intermediate,
Rainham Methodist Church Hall. Thursday 8.00-
10.15pm, £1.50, All Saints’ Church Hall, Frindsbury.
Friday 5.30-6.30pm, 50p, Rainham Methodist Church
Hall, Children’s Class (from age 6) details 716644 or
01795 476274 or visit our website
www.medwaycaledonians.ik.com

Rainham Darby & Joan Club meet each Monday at
Rainham Social Club, Station Road, Rainham, from
2.00 to 4.00pm. We play cards and bingo and have
trips out. People over the age of 50 very welcome.

If you would like details of your club advertised here
on an occasional basis, as space allows, we need to
have regular updates of the current information.

Evergreen Club, Bredhurst. A club for men and
women aged 50 plus, each Wednesday 2.00pm to
4.00pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, wide variety of
activities including outings, more details from
373104,

Re-Vamped Whist Drive, every Thursday, 7.30pm at
Blue Bell Village Hall, all welcome, ring Mrs Sutton
on 313100 for details.

MUSICAL TUITION Medway

Instruments, Singing & Drama SChOOI
All Levels & Styles 5
Exams if desired of Music
Tt

e 01634 338784

Instrument Hire Available

Woodlands Community Arts Centre, Woodlands Primary Schooll
Woodlands Road, Gillingham, Kent. ME7 2DU

STUMPMASTERS
Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken including
felling, pruning, topping and lopping.
Stump grinding specialists.
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

ORCHARD WINDOWS
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PCVu Products
TRADE - DIY - GLASS UNITS
Windows — Patio Doors — French Doors
Stable Doors — Conservatories — Porches

6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

V.E. WHITE & CO.

Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green, Rainham, Kent ME8 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote
Saturday/evening appoiniments may be available

G.P. - PRIVATE PRACTICE

Dr M.J. MURPHY, MB, BCh
1 Crevequer Chambers, 35 High St, Rainham
Monday — Saturday

Tel: 01634 231333

DOCTOR

@ S & P GROUNDWORKS LTD

Specialists in Decking,
Fencing & Block Paving
Shaun Field 01634 233671 / 07944025407
Paul Bunch 01634 233903 / 07903638405
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Small Ads

Published: Sep 4th
Copy date: Aug 20th
Price: £1.85 per line

Average 4 words to a line
Box Ads: £23 per month
£63 3 months paid in advance

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent ME8 8PP

or Rainham Bookshop.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including
doors, windows, flooring, roofing,
general building/lofts/extensions.
01634 230821 or 07708 052076.

PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ experience.

Tel: Doug Marchant

01634 373016 or 07930 627241 for
free estimate.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. NHS dental treatment for
elderly housebound in your own
home. All denture work. Free
denture repairs. Free treatment if
on income support.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall,
Further details from Jim
Crompton, 01634 302631.

SOPHISTICATS as well as being
the most comprehensive gift shop
in the arca, we have built up a
reputation for our first class
PICTURE FRAMING service.
Be it tapestry, collage, print, oil
or medals, you will always find
advice dn hand as to the best way
of presenting them at 31 Station
Road, Rainham. Tel. 361436.

BRISTLES Painters &
Decorators. City & Guilds
qualified. Contact Lorna 01634
683605 or Barbara 01622 682736
or mobile 0777 986 3977.

NEW TO COMPUTERS?
NEED SOME HELP?

We can teach you and
maintain your computer

in your own home,

Call Chris on 0794 1100601.

RE-UPHOLSTERY
Reasonable rates, free estimates.
Ron James: 01795 520635.

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS.

Kent Villages etc. Ideal for club
cvenings, usually available at
short notice.

Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240,

Chiropodist J. Judge
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits —
Clinic. Corns, Calluses,
Ingrowing Nails. Med 361720.

DISCO - professional enter-
tainment for any occasion.
‘The Black Pepper Roadshow’
Jim Lindsay 375552.

ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — excellent
modernised centre with main hall
and meeting rooms available for
hire at competitive rates. Full
disabled access, hearing aid loop,
excellent kitchen. To book phone
01634 374463 or 233478.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer
Surgery, Felling, Lopping,
Topping, Hedge Cutting, Leaves
Cleaned, Sheds, Garages,
Gardens Cleared, Sheds Repaired
and Refelted, all types Fencing.
No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close.

Sunday - 10.15am

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal hall for Weddings, Parties
and Meetings. Facilities for the
disabled. Attractive setting —
Ample parking. To book phone
01634 364859,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood
Green. Sunday Morning Service
is at 10.30am to 12 noon. For any
other details about the Fellowship
and its activities, please contact
Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays I1am and 6.30pm,
Treasure Seekers and
Ambassadors 10am. Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187.

HEMPSTEAD PAVILION
PLAYGROUP. Places available
for 2'4-5 years. OFSTED
registered/inspected. Qualified
staff. Phone Medway 234718
(9-12), 316315 (eves). Registered
Charity No. 1077736.

SPAIN - COSTA BLANCA
Villa consisting of 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, kitchen, dining
room, lounge, laundry room, own
swimming pool, lovely sea-view.
Sleeps 2-8 people.

Available all year round.

Close to sea, shops and
restaurants,

Tel: 0034 96 649 1204,

Email: carolandbill@tiscali.cs

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing,
Patios, Drives, Walls, Garages.
No job too small. Free estimates.
Phone Les on 01634 264388 or
07743 128240,

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

HI-FI REPAIR SPECIALIST
Modifications, advice. All aspects
of hi-fi. Top-end welcome.

Phone Tom 01634 370919,

GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing,
hedge cutting, weeding & tidying.
Friendly service. 01634 378763.

M&R GARDEN SERVICES
01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Loft & toilet overflows repaired.
01634 262912 Mob 07790 496387.

GARDEN & RUBBISH
Clearance. Grass cutting
General household maintenance
Graves tidied and maintained.
No job too small

Ring Debbie on 07836 585911,
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GENERAL HANDYMAN

For all those jobs you never get
around to. Home & Garden
improvements. Call Tony 01634
575491. Mobile: 0770 9289665.

CARPETS, VINYL &
DESIGNER FLOORING.

Your local specialist in domestic
and commercial flooring. Home
Selection Service. M.A. Murr &
Sons, 30 Broomcroft Road,
Rainham, Kent. Tel 01634
263235 Mob 07973 637855.

MATHEMATICS TUITION
Secondary, GCSE, A Level

by experienced tutor-B.Sc.Hons,
A Level marking experience.
Tel: Medway 233374,

RAINHAM TUTORING
Tutoring for secondary selection.
Maths, English and Verbal
Reasoning. Years 5 and 6.

Small groups, local venue.
01634 233878 or 07795 296901.
After 7.00pm please.

PJ PLUMBING
Bathroom suites, tiling, general
plumbing. Med 388342,

PMK SOLUTIONS

Interior, Exterior, Painter &
Decorator. Free estimates &
friendly advice. 01634 366731 or
07947 378287,

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS —~
Solving all your computer
problems. Tel 362294,

COMPOSTED WOODCHIP
delivered. 5 bags for £10 or
truckload for £50. 01634 376776.

CALLIGRAPHY WRITING for
all occasions — weddings, parties. ..
Karena on 01622 632643 or us
www.calligraphy-service.com

WOMEN’S KARATECISE &
SELF PROTECTION CLASSES
Hempstead village hall

Thursday nights 7.30-9.00pm
Tel: Gill 01634 264915.

‘KATHAROS’ Domestic
Cleaning. Registered, Police
checked and non smoker.
01634 826234/07929 272536.

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying
leak tel: 234149,

CARPETS FROM HOME BY
PHIL. 20 years’ experience.
Choose carpets and vinyls from
the comfort of your own home.
Fitting service also available.
Reliable, professional, friendly
service.

Call now for a competitive quote.
01634 576057.

Mob 07887 564381.
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP PRE-SCHOOL
For children from 2% to 4 years.
Funded places for over 3’s.
Sessions 9.15am to 12.15pm five
days a week termtime. Follows
the Early Years Foundation Stage
curriculum. Age related rooms.
Friendly staff = happy children.
For more details phone Jane on
01634 366574,

MEDWAY MOBILE CYCLE
REPAIRS & SERVICING.
Punctures no problem.

Either on the spot or free
collection & return.

All work guaranteed.
Experienced, economical &
cfficient. Call Ray, formerly of
C&S Bikes, on 01634 314631.

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
G.E. Driving School of Motoring
DSA Approved/Pass Plus
Registered. Competitive Rates.
Tel: 01634 374502.

TUITION: 11+, SATS, GCSE
Experienced & qualified teacher
in Wigmore. 7 days a week. 310653

GEORGE’S GARDENING
SERVICE. Grass Cutting,
Strimming, etc.

Tel: 01634 850741 evenings only

SB PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering,
rendering, pebble dashing,
screeding & skimming
undertaken. For free estimates
call Scott on 01634 306995/
07855 149612.

MINI EXCAVATOR
FOR HIRE

07718 288293

07810 432607

DAVE’S DISCO — Any Occasion.
Reliable-Professional-Reasonable.
Dave Allan — 07732 704521
mobile or 01634 372061.

BOILER-TECH SERVICES
Heating, Plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs

Gas fires, cooker repairs

LPG and oil

All work guaranteed

Special rates for QAP

CORGI REGISTERED No. 13480
Tel No 01634 230468

Mobile 07770 784877

GRANGE ROAD FARM SHOP
for Quality Turf and Top Soil.
Tel: 01634 855568.

PIANO/KEYBOARD LESSONS
Relaxed and reasonable.
Pam Ormiston 01634 360789,

HOLIDAY HOME FOR
RABBITS and Guinea Pigs.
Burrows Down, Herbert Road.
Pets love and cared for while you
are away. Tel: 01634 329297 or
07831 241283 .email:
burrowsdown:blueyonder.co.uk

SPARKLES GLITTER PARTY
Includes: hair, make-up, Karaoke
clc. in your own home. 376270.

TUITION. Qualified Phono-
Graphix Therapist to each
reading/spelling 5 yrs to adult.
Tel 01634 361295.

STEP-UP
LOFT LADDERS

Looking for extra storage space?
Why not have a

quality loft ladder fitted

Choice of models to suit your needs

Also new loft hatches, loft flooring &

lighting fitted if required

Family run business

For a free quote please ring

01795 554042 or 07870 559172

WANT TO STOP
SMOKING
IN 1 HOUR?

Call Deborah Shanon
Master Hypnotist

MEDWAY 305763
Mobile 0771 1581444
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JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

3for2
SPECIAL SUMMER OFFERS

A selection of adult fiction (including
Richard & Judy’s Summer Reads) &
a large choice of children’s picture

books
Rainham Bookshop
17-25 Station Road, Rainham
Tel: 371591 Fax: 262114

HOUSEMARTINS

Established for 14 years supplying DOMESTIC services in
Rainham/Gillingham areas. Experienced and reliable staff for
the following: HOUSEWORK, LAUNDRY, COOKING, IRONING,
PENSION/PRESCRIPTIONS. 'BLITZ’ & SPRING CLEAN

at competitive rates.
Call Helen or Pamela for further details.

MEDWAY 01634 366528

TILILLL

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For oo ssimates orone: 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing
Medway 234072

FAIRVIEW ESTATE AGENTS

157 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, Rainham, Kent. MEB OPX
‘The answer to all your property needs’

*RESIDENTIAL SALES *LETTINGS
*PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
CONTACT MICHAEL TURNER FOR DETAILS
TELEPHONE: 01634 377825

Fitted Furniture and
Appliances. Design,
Supply & Install

or Supply Only

LROOTS 2

Kitchens Bedrooms Bathrooms

Vine Farm, Stockers Hill, Boughton-under-Blean,
Faversham, Kent, MEL3 9AB
Tel: 01227 751130 www rootskitchens.co.uk

The Finance Centre (Rainham)
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER

6 Cranford House, 24a Longley Road, Rainham, Kent. MEB 7RU
Tel: 01634 370009 Fax: 01634 361166 Mobile: 07961 334561

Email: barry@thefinancecentre.fsbusi co.uk

Barry James MLIA(dip) CeMAP

A member of positivesolutions which is regulated

| by the Financial Services Authority

® 24 hour Personal Service
¢ Monumental Masons

* Home visits if preferred
® Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

Car parking available

Gn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR

Funerad Directors
A private family owned and run business

® Private Chapels of Rest

¢ Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777
130 High Street, Rainham 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham
Kent ME8 8AR Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ

Car parking available
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