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Memories of Upchurch

B et

Horsham Lane, Upchurch. Edmund Drake was Vicar of Upchurch (the church may be seen in the centre of
the photograph) from 1560-67. The interesting history of this gentleman, father of Francis Drake, is retold
this month by David Wood, see page 9,

Robert J. Kitneay

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction

BRICK EXTENSIONS AND :
COMPLETE HOUSES NO JOB TOO BIG
ALSO MAINTENANCE OR TOO SMALL
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sticky backed plastic and making Blue Peter models
but had no excuse, this kind of activity and much

| more makes up the Rainbow programme, ring 231324

to find out more.

As always our next Action Forum will be a
combined January and February edition to be
published on January 24th 2004. This originally
started thirty years ago during the three day working
week period of 1974, when it was very difficult to
produce non essential printed matter, but the

FEditorial

We have had such a wonderful year, weatherwise, it
does not seem possible that December has crept up on
us already. Still, hard as it is to believe, here we are
preparing for Christmas. Naturally the local schools
and churches are hoping for your support at their
Christmas Sales and the Lions and Rotary Clubs of
Gillingham make it even easier for you to contribute
to charity by bringing the collection to your own front
door. They will be touring the streets with their
Christmas Sleigh on several evenings in December
but should you be away from the proposed routes you
can catch up with them in Rainham Shopping
Precinct on Saturday 13th December. Talking of local
shopping areas we include a letter this month from a
Parkwood shopkeeper encouraging us all to think of
the smaller independent retailers when planning our
Christmas shopping this year. Often the small shops
can compete on price but even when this is
impossible, service, knowledge and after sales
assistance can be invaluable. As Mrs Redpath says, if
you want to retain a good variety of local shops
please support them by at least giving them a chance
to compete with the multinationals and shopping
malls. When you add in the time and energy it takes
to drive to Bluewater and Lakeside compared with
nipping down to a nearby outlet perhaps local does
have its advantages, and at last work is underway on
the extension to the Rainham Cricketers car park so
this should make life easier.

Fund raising fashions come and go, since the boot
sale concept arrived jumble sales are a thing of the
past but T am pleased to see in the diary at least one
jumble sale planned for the new year. If you have a
secret hoard of good quality goods waiting for a
suitable home the organisers would welcome
contributions from 9.00am on January 10th at
St Matthew’s Community Centre. Willing helpers are
needed by at least two groups this month.

The Friends of St Margaret’s Church have
vacancies on their committee for anyone who values
the building, you do not have to be a member of the
church to appreciate its importance as one of the few
historic buildings in the area. If you would like to
know more about the ‘Friends’ Ann Gray on 372680
would be delighted to help you. A local Rainbow
Group (the youngest members of Girlguiding UK)
also needs help; if you have always fancied using

arrangement suits everyone for several reasons, not
least that it gives our very loyal distributors a short
holiday and hopefully misses the worst of the winter
weather when trudging the streets, so until then have
a{;/}iry Happy Christmas and we will see you again in

Correspondence

HOSPITAL RADIO MEDWAY
Dear Editor,

Hospital Radio Medway need help in several
positions. If you have some spare time and are
interested in helping this worthy cause we are looking
for help in the following ways:

Ward Representatives — meeting the patients and
collecting musical requests.

Engineers — caring for the equipment

Librarians — indexing the record library

Personal Assistants — prepared to help wherever
needed

Programme Presenters - a position to be gained a
little later in service.

These positions are available to all aged twenty years

and over. We look forward to hearing from you,

Yours sincerely,

Don Brunton
Kent, ME7 TNY Medway Hospital,
01634 406865 Gillingham
MANTISSA OPERA k

Dear Editor,

The Mantissa Opera present A Christmas Concert
at Gillingham Methodist Church, Third Avenue,
Gillingham, on December 13th at 7.30pm. The tickets
are £10 and may be booked by ringing Simon Tatnall
on 01634 575842. The concert will include Christmas
favourites, opera and show songs and a mince pie or
two! We look forward to seeing you there.

Yours sincerely
Simon Tatnall

PLEASE DON’T FORGET US!
Dear Editor,

I would just like to ask all the residents of Rainham
to remember their local shops when hunting for
Christmas pressies this year.

We too cater for Christmas each year as do the big
stores, but somehow seem to be forgotten all too
easily. This is a shame as local shops tend to provide
a friendly, personal service and are generally more
helpful than the average chain store. We can also
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have unusual nik naks that make excellent gifts and at
affordable prices. You will even save time and money
by shopping locally! Most of us regularly support
various local charities, so they too would benefit.
Sadly, local shops may soon become a thing of the

past with more and more grand shopping malls
appearing. I am sure we will be missed, so rather than
regret it, please prevent it by becoming a regular
customer.

Kind regards,

Linda Redpath (Mrs)

Proprietor, Class Act,

4 Parkwood Green

Shopping Centre.

01634 371999

MIERS COURT CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Dear Editor,

It is time again for Miers Court School to open its
doors to the local community and say “Welcome to
our Christmas Fayre’ on Saturday 6th December,
11am to 2pm. There will be gifts, games, crafts, food,
competitions, Father Christmas in his grotto and of
course the children entertaining.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Yours sincerely,
Felicity Holton
Miers Court PTFA
01634 381095

A KENTISH CHILDHOOD
Dear Editor,

With regard to the closing of the Council School
(Meredale) at the end of the Summer Term and the
interest the reunion aroused among past pupils I
thought many of them may like to know that my next
book entitled ‘A Kentish Childhood’, recently
published in November by SB Publications at £6.50,
includes, amongst much else, text about the Council
School and its teachers 1935-40 and also the Senior
School 1940-43, A section about my childhood in
Rainham includes Empire Day, Co-op Treats, the
Twopenny Rush at the Bughutch, Otterham Creek
and the Barges, Butterfly Collecting at Queendown
Warren, Hop Picking at Scotts and learning the piano
with Mrs Nutt of Tufton Road. Two thirds of the

- book, which is illustrated by postcards and drawings,

concerns other childhood topics from the Edwardian
period to the 1960s including skipping and other
outdoor games, comics, autograph albums and
Children’s Hour.

I was very pleased to meet so many friends at the
reunion, some of whom I had not seen since I left
school in 1943 and especially my first teacher Miss
Cheeseman and to see her so well and active.

Yours sincerely,
Alan Major

41 Heaton Road,
Canterbury CT1 3PY
01227 459246

BURNS NSIGHT BARN DANCE
Dear Editor,

Medway and Maidstone VSO group will be
holding their annual BURNS’ NIGHT BARN
DANCE fund raising event on Saturday 24th January
2004 at Fort Pitt Grammar School for Girls, Fort Pitt
Hill, Chatham, starting at 7.30pm - long-time
supporters will notice this is a new venue for us. We
welcome the return of ‘Pilgrims Way’ and their
excellent caller to supply the music and a hot supper
will be provided although we ask participants to bring
their own drinks and glasses. You will need them!
This is always a popular event, tickets being priced at
£8.00 and must be bought in advance. If any Action
Forum readers would like further details or tickets
please phone Pam or Philip Cole on Medway 376608.

Many thanks.

Yours sincerely,
Pam Cole (VSO Local

JUMBLE SALE Events Co-ordinator)

Dear Editor,

The Parish of South Gillingham Dorlmun!i
Exchange Group are holding a Jumble Sale in )
St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive, on
10th January at 11.00am. Admission will be 25p.
Good quality jumble will be welcomed at the Centre

from 9.00am. )
Yours sincerely,

David Lewis
(Chairman Dortmund
01634 234027 Exchange Group)
SALMON WINDOWS

Family run business with 20 years experience
« Conservatories — designed and built
s UPVC windows doors & porches » UPVC soffit & fascial
» Misted units replaced e Fensa document L approved
« 10 year insurance backed guarantee

For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

( S.B. BRICKWORKLTD )
BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS AND
GENERAL BUILDERS
Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken
Telephone: 01634 263416

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

Abbex eld

Where older poopie cmre i heousiog

DAY CARE

available for pensioners between 9,00 and 3.00pm or 6.00pm
Come and meet peaple — have your Hair done and Good Food
at Rogers House Residential Home
Contact: Mrs Pam Harrington —

01634 262266 KCC Registered
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275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
Tel: 233098

No charge is made for Diary entries
Diary Copy Date: 6th January 2004

December 6th — Instep Dancing. Social/Dance,
Rainham School for Girls. Ballroom/Latin/
Sequence. 8.00 to 1 1.00pm. Details 363738.

December 6th — Parks and Green Space Events,
Christmas Crafts Workshop. Capstone Farm
Country Park. Tel: 01634 812196 for details.

December 6th — Medway Folk Dance Club.

7.30 to 10.00pm, United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham.

December 6th — St Peter’'s CHRISTMAS FAYRE.
2.00pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood Road.
Charity Shop next door also open from 1.30pm.

December 6th — St Matthew's Church, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore. 2nd Christmas Tree Festival.
Admission Free, 10.00am to 4.00pm. Carol
Singing led by Gillingham Salvation Army Band at
7.00pm in the Church. Admission Free with a
collection in aid of the Salvation Army.

December 6th — Miers Court Primary School
CHRISTMAS FAYRE. 11.00am to 2.00pm.
Games, gifts, grotto and lots of fun. Everyone
welcome.

December 6th — Deanwood PET School’s Christmas
Fayre, 11.00am to 3.00pm at the school.

All welcome.

December 6th — Hartlip Church Christmas Bazaar.
2.00pm at the Village Hall, all welcome.

December 6th to the 8th — St Matthew’s Church 2nd
Christmas Tree Festival. Details telephone 235056.

December 7th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.

Meet 10.00am Upchurch River Valley Golf
Course. No dogs.

December 7th — Park and Green Space Events.
Capstone Walk, Capstone Farm Country Park.
£1.60 per person. Book in advance 01634 812196,

December 8th — Rainham Darby & Joan Club. 2.00 to
4.00pm, Rainham Social Club, Station Road.
QOver 50s welcome.

December 8th — Rainham Wives — 8.00pm Methodist
Church Hall, Rainham. New members, all ages
welcome. Christmas Meal. Details 230639.

December 9th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club. 8.00 to 10.00pm. Red Cross Centre,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham. Contact no. 862673.

December 9th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society. Christmas Party. 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls.

December 10th — Rainham Flower Club (Kent)
Christmas Party. 7.30 to 9.30pm in Upchurch
Village Hall.

December 10th — Bredhurst W1 Magician — Graham
Murray. Competition: Miles from Bredhurst.
7.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hall.

December 10th — Medway Camcorder Club. Cheese
*n’ Wine, ‘Nibbles’. 7.30pm Medway Motor Yacht
Club, Medway Bridge Marina, Manor Lane,
Borstal, Rochester.

December 11th — Wigmore Thursday Club. History
of the Pillar Box, by Avice Harms. 2.00pm,

St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,

Wigmore. For people over the age of 50.

For further information telephone 235507.
December 11th — Wigmore MADS present a

Christmas Concert ‘SONG NOEL’ at St Matthew’s

Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, at
8.00pm. Tickets £3.50, £3.00 concessions.
Box Office: Sue on Medway 370639.

December 11th — Rotary Christmas Float tour
Marshall road area from 6.00pm.

December 12th — Gillingham and Rainham Local

GREG BRYANT
CONSTRUCTION
MEDWAY 231321

Registered House Builder - Extensions
Block Paving - Roof Conversions

rd
NABC Free Surveys and Estimaies
TNV

MERESBOROUGH NURSERY
p A range of quality

,,,'7;&'2 Chrysanthemums available
throughout Oct/Jan

WE SELL AT WHOLESALE PRICES TO THE PUBLIC

Meresborough Nursery, Meresborough Road, Rainham
Tel: 01634 231639

History Society. Yesterdays Papers. 7.15pm, Adult
Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham.

December 13th — Carve Up (come and enjoy a meal
and entertainment) at Bredhurst Village Hall. Fund
Raising Event (Ticket only). Tel: 01634 362843.

December 13th — Rotary Christmas Float Rainham
Precinct, 9.00am to 1.00pm.

December 13th — Mantissa Opera present A
Christmas Concert, 7.30pm, Gillingham Methodist
Church, Third Avenue, Gillingham. Tickets,
including a mince pie or two, £10 from 575842.

December 13th — Kent Wildlife Trust Guided Walk,
9.30am to 4.00pm, Riverside Country Park. Ring
Geoff Orton 07788 102238 for details.

December 13th — National Childbirth Trust
Children’s Christmas Party, Holy Trinity Church
Hall, Twydall, 2.30 to 4.30pm. £5.50.

Phone 07950 898939 for details.

December 13th & 14th — Parks and Green Space
Events. Christmas Fair. Riverside Country Park.
For further details telephone 01634 378987,

December 14th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 10.00am, Harrietsham Church. 5 mile walk.
No dogs.

December 15th — Rainham Evening W1 Christmas
Party. Belly Dancing- Mrs H. Whitchouse.
Competition: A Star-shaped Object. 7.30pm.
Platters Farm Lodge, Highfield Road, Rainham.

December 15th — Rainham Darby and Joan Club.
(see 8th Dec)

December 15th — Lions Club Santas Sleigh,
Hempstead, 6.00 to 8.15pm.

December 16th — Wigmore Men'’s Fellowship. ‘Quiz
Night’, 8.00pm. Closed meeting.

December 16th — Rotary Christmas Float, Chalky
Bank area from 6.00pm.

December 16th — Lions Club Santas Sleigh,
Hempstead, 6.00 to 8.15pm.

December 17th — Wigmore Afternoon
Townswomen’s Guild. Christmas Party. 1.45 to
4.15pm, Howard Hall, Woodside, Wigmore.

December 17th — Bredhurst Garden Club. Christmas
Dinner. Members only.

December 17th — Rotary Christmas Float, Station
Road to Ten Acre Way from 6.00pm.

December 17th — Lions Club Santas Sleigh, Twydall,
6.00 to 8.15pm.

December 18th — Rainham Afternoon WI. Christmas
Party. 1.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley
Road, Rainham.

December 18th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Carol
Service. (see 11th Dec)

December 18th — Lions Club Santas Sleigh, Twydall,
6.00 to 8.15pm.

December 19th — Gillingham Recorded Music
Society. Social Evening. Fairy Stories presented by
Ken Purton. 7.15 to 9.15pm, St Augustine’s
Church Room (top of Rock Avenue), Gillingham.

December 19th — Rotary Christmas Float, Taverners
Road to Thames Avenue, from 6.00pm.

December 19th — Lions Club Santas Sleigh,
Parkwood, 6.00 to 8.15pm.

December 20th — Instep Dancing. (see 6th Dec)

December 20th — Medway Folk Dance Club.

(see 6th Dec)

December 22nd— Parks and Green Space Events.
Christmas Crafts, Riverside Country Park, 10.30 to
12 noon and 1.30 to 3.00pm. Book in advance.
01634 378987.

December 22nd — Rainham Darby & Joan Club.

(see 8th Dec)

December 22nd — Lions Club Santas Sleigh,
Parkwood, 6.00 to 8.15pm.

December 23rd — Lions Club Santas Sleigh, Twydall,
6.00 to 8.15pm.

December 26th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 10.30am, The Green, Bearsted. 4 mile walk.

DIARY 2004

January 1st — Wigmore Men’s Fellowship. New
Year’ Day Walk to Stockbury. Open meeting.

January 1st — Medway Towns Footpath Group.

Meet 10.00am, Lower Halstow (Three Tuns).
5-6 mile walk.

January 1st — Countryside Event. New Year’s Walk.
10.00am to 12 noon. Capstone Farm Country Park,
Ring 812196 for details.

January 2nd — Countryside Event. Children’s Nature
Day, 10.00am to 12 noon, Capstone Farm Country
Park. £1.60 per child (under 8 accompanied).

Ring 812196 to book.

January 4th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 10.00am, Shorne Wood Country Park.
4Y; mile walk. Continued on page 11
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UTTERING

Remaoval Of Oid Timber e,
Mantenance Free Exteriors 8 y
Full Venulation With Bird Guard Y5022

01834 321202

243 Edwin Hoad, Ranham, Kent MEB OJL

Fitted furniture,
Appliances,

Tiles, Sinks, Taps
Worktops

Kitchens & Bedrooms

Vine Farm, Stockers Hill, Boughton-under-Blean,
Faversham, Kent, ME13 9AB
Tel: 01227 751130 www.rootskitchens.co.uk

AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS

» RECEPTION PROBLEMS?
* NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!
« REPAIRS ¢ EXTRA TV POINTS
« CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
» FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
+» COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464

STUDIO 10

Above Rainham Bookshop

OIL PAINTING CLASSES
for the beginner
Mon, Tues, Thursday Evenings
Thursday Morning & Afternoon
Sessions
Saturday Mornings
Children’s Classes 9.30-12.30
All Materials Supplied
PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE
& GALLERY OPEN

cARLTON VisIiON
REPAIRS

TV - VIDEO - SAT - CD
REPAIRS
Fast Service
Reasonable Rates
No Call Out Charge
Qualified Engineer
25 Years Experience

MED 360367




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE

JIAID

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
- Accounts
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
. Tax
Orchard House, Station Road, ® Book-keeping
Rainham, Kent, MES TRS
Tel: 01634 375222 . Payroll

Fax: 01634 371318 -
E Mail: j.a.d.associates@btinternet.com
www.jad sage24.com .

Audit

Assoclated Services

RAINHAM CAMERAS
NEW & USED PHOTOGRAPHIC
Equipment Bought, Sold & Exchanged
* Over 40 Years Experience *
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS FILM PROCESSING
BINOCULAR & TELESCOPE SPECIALISTS
7 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS

COLOUR COPY-PRINT & SIGNS

8 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7PH
* COLOUR COPYING & B/W
= ARTWORK SETUP & PRINTING

- Q * STATIONERY PRINTING
* FOIL BLOCKING
* LAMINATING TO At
* POSTER PRINTS TO AO
Lov

* PLAN COPYING
01634 262808 F\fnu * RUBBER STAMPS
0800 7830947

* BOOK BINDING
e-mail: veprints@@fsbdial.co.uk OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

FULL COLOUR POSTERS

H
ONSERVATORIES
WINDOWS AND DOORS

ALL ASPECTS OF DOUBLE GLAZING

® Rewiring ® Showers ® Fuseboard Changes »
® Alarm Systems ® Additional Points & Alterations e
TESTED TO BS7671 IEE REG
Justin: 01634 863497 Mobile 07931 963466
12 Parker Close, Rainham

01634 239866 01634 366304
JBW ELECTRICAL SUTTONS WITH KHILKOFF-BOULDING & (0.
INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC SOLICITORS
INSTALLATION 84/86 High Street, Rainham

Specialising in Conveyancing, Probate & Wills

Call us today for a competitive Quote on
MEDWAY (01634) 373333

Other offices situaled throughout Kent providing a omplete professi

| legal service

NJS Cleaning Services
Carpets, Rugs, Curtains & Upholstery
Free estimates
10% discount with this advertisement
Covering all of Medway and Swale
Tel: 01795 585466 answerphone

07753 760872 mobile
FOR A PROFESSIONAL AND FRIENDLY SERVICE

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

MAX THE PLUMBER
Established 30 years

BATHROOMS — GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

01634 231390

‘Webster Road, Rainham, Kent (01634) 235560
30 years of experience means you can leave your car
in confidence.
10% labour reduction for senior citizens
on Tuesday and Wednesday
Servicing, General Motor Repairs, Electrical Repairs,
MOT by arrangement

'f LADY DECORATOR
. Fully qualified with 10 years' experience
‘?'\'_,,g} All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small — Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01634 233845
Mobile: 0778 0810 346

Back and Body Injuries
Help with every day injuries inc sports injuries by a
trained Professional. Bowen Therapy is simple but
effective way to treat all problems of the body.
Bowen can also help with other health issues.
Bren Barry - ESBT. BCMA. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 or on Mobile 07745 753 713

Home visits Available.

RAINBOW GUIDES NEED YOU!
Could you spare a little time to help some younger
folk?
They're keen to learn, love games and fun, and also
like a joke.
No special skills are needed - just time and patience
too.
There’s a really friendly bunch just waiting for you.
Rainbows are aged 5-7 and like making things,
playing games, singing, etc. We meet at Rainham
Mark Grammar School on Tuesday evenings from
5.15pm to 6.15pm (term time only). We need some
additional adult help in the form of assistants.
If you could help us please phone Brown Owl on
231324,

Julie Mutton (Unit Guider)
JOE AND

THE FRIENDS OF ST MARGARET’S CHURCH

Many of you have been to Joe Ennis’s illustrated
talks in St Margaret’s Church on ‘Rainham Past and
Present’ and found them very informative and
interesting. The three talks together raised the
magnificent sum of £2,400, all of which has gone
towards the upkeep of our beautiful medieval church.

We would like to express our very grateful thanks
to Joe for all the hard work which he put into the

talks, and indeed for all the time and energy which he

spent on ‘The Friends’ while on the committee, for
some time as chairman and secretary. ‘The Friends’
are without doubt indebted to Joe and his wife Eve.
We have enjoyed her generous hospitality on many
occasions. Joe and Eve, thank you.

We are in need of more committee members, so if

any of you would like to join us please do not hesitate

to get in touch, membership of *The Friends’ is open
to all. Come and join a small group working for a
very worthy cause.

Ann Gray, Chairman, 372680
WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 11pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call gut—Free estimates
|OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex.R.E.M.E.

ATTENTION ALL WIGMORE RESIDENTS
WCRA
(Wigmore Community and Residents Association)

Although Wigmore Community and Residents
Association has been in existence for more than 16
years there is just a chance that some residents will be
unaware of us. Our aim is to do all that we can to

cnsure that Wigmore continues to be a safe and
pleasant place in which to live. We achieve this by
taking up with the local authority and our elected
representatives matters which are of concern to our
members; relevant to Wigmore and the arca in which
we live.

Membership is open to all houscholds in the
Wigmore area and costs £1 per household per year
(£5 for 5 years the preferred payment) irrespective of
the number in the household.

‘PLEASE JOIN US

Contacts are John on 361975 or Bob on 378769
We are also seeking members who would wish to
serve as Committee Members. This will include some
to shadow existing office holders wishing to stand
down. The task is not arduous and involves only
some 5/6 meetings per year. Please support us to
ensure that WCRA remains able to maintain its role
for the community of Wigmore.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT - YOU DON'T

KNOW WHEN YOU WILL NEED OURS

PANTOMIMES

The Central Theatre, Chatham, presents ‘SNOW
WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS’.

From 10th December 2003 to 4th January 2004.
Box Office 01634 338338.

The Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury, presents ‘SNOW
WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS’.

From 4th December 2003 to 25th January 2004.
Box Office 01227 787787.

The Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone, presents ‘DICK
WHITTINGTON". From 5th December 2003 to 11th
January 2004. Box Office 01622 75861 1.

The Orchard Theatre, Dartford, presents ‘PETER
PAN’. From 5th December 2003 to 11th January
2004. Box Office 01322 220000.

The Rainham Amateur Theatre presents ‘ALADDIN’
9th, 10th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 30th &
31st January. Box Office 01634 360506

FAIRVIEW ESTATE AGENTS

157 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, Rainham, Kent. MES OPX
‘The answer to all your property needs’

*RESIDENTIAL SALES *LETTINGS
*PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved

DECORATING - Internal / External
Established 1988

NEIL MACE
CONTACT MICHAEL TURNER FOR DETAILS {6 Gahurst: Close 01634 376747
TELEPHONE: 01634 377825 Rainham 07792 244315




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR NOVEMBER

It was on a dull November afternoon that I turned off
the Old Ferry Road at Kingsferry Bridge and walked
along the north bank of The Swale to Elmley Island.

Fortunately, the tide was out and there were plenty
of ducks and waders feeding on the exposed mud of
the river. But, unfortunately, the light was bad and the
birds were not as readily identifiable as they would
have been on a sunny day. Furthermore, I was highly
visible as I walked along the top of the embankment
and the birds were nervous about my presence.
Because of their white colouring the three species that
stood out in the mud were the large numbers of black
headed gulls and a small group each of avocet and
little egret.

The avocet is a tall and slender wader, is white
with black markings and has a long upturned bill. The
little egret is a heron of slender build and white
plumage. The male was once persecuted for the long
plumes that it grows during the breeding season.

As I walked along the river bank I could just see,
across the marshes of the Isle of Sheppey, the high
ground on which Minster sits. Feeding among the
murk of the marshes would have been thousands of
unseen teal and wigeon,

I noted various sea water plants below the
embankment. There were carpets of glasswort or
marsh samphire which had turned from green to red
like autumn leaves. Ashes of the plant, which looks
more like a cactus than a herb, were once used in
glass making as a source of carbonate of soda. The
plant can, however, be boiled, covered in butter and
eaten. Also evident were sea purslane, sea beet and
golden samphire, all of which had long since
flowered and gone to seed.

In due course I came to the small dock and wooden
jetty which served the Turkey Cement Works on the
Isle of Elmley. The skeletal remains of a Thames
barge lie in the mud of the dock. Cormorants perch
on the remaining wooden posts of the jetty whilst
they dry their outstretched wings.

Apart from a few concrete structures, the cement
works have long since been cleared away. The houses

of the cement workers and their families and a public
house called The Globe have likewise been cleared.
The wind pump above the village well, having lost
most of its sails, is a somewhat sad sight. Rabbits
burrowing in the village rubbish dump have revealed
broken crockery, cockle and whelk shells and animal
bones. The seeds of the weeds growing on the derelict
site attract birds such as goldfinches, linnets and reed
buntings.

I walked up the hill towards Kingshill Farm which
is now the home of the warden of the RSPB bird
reserve on the island. I came to the remains of the old
school which was built for the children both of the
cement workers in the village and of farm workers on
the 1sland generally. It closed in 1919, a few years
after the cement works were closed and the workers
and their families had to leave the island. In one of
the former classrooms was a barn owl box. Watery
white droppings below it indicated that a family of
barn owls had been reared there this year.

I sat down on a bench under a small oak tree. The
bench was dedicated to *Lewis Alfred Gransden.
1914-1995. Husband, Father and Grandfather.’ (The
Gransdens farmed at Kingshill Farm between 1930
and 1972.) Behind me, and next to the school, once
stood St James’ Church. In its last years of use it was
cared for by Martha Dodd from the village and Emily
Gransden from the farm. It was demolished after the
1953 floods and the rubble was used to rebuild the
sea walls.

From the direction of The Swale I could hear the
calls of curlew and redshank. I could just see the site
of the Elmley Ferry by means of which Wade
children from the village and Gransden children from
Kingshill Farm went to school in Murston after the
closure of Elmley school.

1 was reminded of the words of Professor W.G.
Hoskins in his book “The Making of the English
Language Landscape’. He was referring to the site of
a village in medieval times as a result of sheep
enclosures. But what he said about that medieval
village applies just as aptly to the Victorian village of
Elmley which was deserted within living memory. He
said this: ‘It is a melancholy place to visit on a
winter’s afternoon; a touching little piece of English

history”. Joe Ennis

et JOHN STYLES PH INTERIORS
VEHICLE THE START TO FINISH
PAINT FLAT ROOFING CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING
REP . AND HOME ALTERATION
Paintless Dent Removal, l-,“’."R,‘ Strip & Re-felt ‘ P
Dash & Windscreen Repair. Scratches - i
Bumper Scuffs - Lacquer Damage - Repaired All Work & Materials For a reliable and professional
at Home, Office or Business Guaranteed tradesman call
Gary Etheridge Free Written Quotation 01634 327019 - Philip Hobbs
WILa1s St TeIILT0S RES1IR 15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent
esl nd Drive, Lower Halstow, ! i
“einsie ™ | | MEDWAY 374028 Mol 07755 647747

THE REAL EDMUND DRAKE,
VICAR OF UPCHURCH, 1560-1567

One of the things you will be told about local history
when you come to Upchurch is that Sir Francis
Drake’s father was vicar of the village church.
Unfortunately little more information is usually
given, So who was this man whose son gained world
fame as an adventurer and pirate? He certainly was
not a conventional priest, as demonstrated by his
story of fleecing Devon after criminal activity, living
on a shipwreck and then progressing to becoming a
village vicar with a wife and twelve children.

Edmund Drake was born into a Devonshire
farming family in 1514. He was brought up at
Crowndale Farm near Tavistock comprising
157 acres of land, later increased to 191 acres. The
family was well off by contemporary standards and
the Lay Subsidy Rolls of 1524 showed that Edmund
personally possessed four pounds sterling in goods
aged only ten.

Edmund became a Shearman in the cloth industry
but there was only part time work in Tavistock and he
disliked it. After what was believed to be a brief
period in farming he decided to enter the clergy.
Originally he was a Catholic but after the religious
changes made during the reign of Henry VIII he was
converted to Protestantism at an early age. Little
information is available about his ordination as a
vicar but it is known that he became a lay preacher in
Devon for a while and was vehemently anti Catholic,
a trait that his son Francis inherited.

At about the same time in 1539 he got married and
his first child Francis was born. He had twelve
children in total. During these years Edmund
struggled. He had a family to maintain but was unable
to live well on his income as a priest. This was
probably because he was unable to get promotion in
the clergy because he was married. The church at that
time preferred priests to be unmarried and celibate.
He also failed to inherit the bulk of his father’s wealth
as he wasn't the eldest child.

According to the English Patent Rolls of 1548
Edmund, with the help of two accomplices, attacked a
man named Roger Langiford just outside Tavistock
on 16th April 1548. After beating him with staves and
swords they stole his purse containing twenty-one
shillings and seven pence.

Nine days later Edmund was involved in another
incident when he and an accomplice attacked a man
named John Harte at Peter Tavy near Tavistock. They

stole his horse worth three pounds. However, in
December 1548 Edmund was pardoned of both
crimes. The reason is not clear but G. Woodcock, a
local Devon historian, argues that it was due to
influence and money. Edmund’s father knew the
Abbot of Tavistock and Lord Russell who later
became godfather to Edmund’s son Francis.

Because of the Catholic rebellion in Devon against
the imposition of the New English Prayer Book in
1549 Edmund, who may have suffered religious
persecution, fled to Plymouth then took refuge in
Kent. He found a home in the hulk of an old ship on
the banks of the River Medway and became a prayer
reader to seamen and shipwrights in Chatham.

Later Edmund applied to the Church authorities in
Canterbury to become vicar of Upchurch. He
succeeded and took up the position on 25th June
1560. It is not clear how he managed to do this,
particularly with regard to his past misdemeanours
but influence and his contacts in Devon may have
played a part.

At this time the Parish of Upchurch consisted of
40 dwellings and had a population of 250 people.
There was also a small port nearby, thought to be at
Otterham Quay where six boats were based. Fourteen
men from the village worked there and by getting to
know them Edmund was able to secure an
apprenticeship for his eldest, twelve year old son
Francis. Until this time Francis had continued to live
in Devon with the family of his cousin John Hawkins
who also became a famous seaman.

When he came to Upchurch Francis did not attend
school as Edmund taught him to read and write
himself and did his best to give him a basic
education. After this Francis obtained work on a
small vessel that sailed to Kentish and nearby
continental ports. He later inherited the boat when the
owner who had taken a liking to him died.

Edmund continued as the vicar of Upchurch until
his death in 1567. In such a small, rural village he got
to know his parishioners very well and settled
quickly. He never returned to Devon. According to
his will of 26th December 1566 he requested to be
buried in Upchurch churchyard. This request was
granted when he died in 1567. Since then he has been
remembered as the father of Sir Francis Drake. His
name has been given to a housing estate in the village
known as ‘Drake’s Close’ but few people in
Upchurch know the story of the real Edmund Drake.

David Wood

GORDON J. WHITING
House Clearance/Waste Removal
cooker, washing machine, three piece suite,
double/single beds, etc. “Better to know
and not need them, than to need and not know"

01622 720010 Mobile 07860559459
Licensed by the KCC

Housemartin Scheme Limited

Carers required for weekdays, evenings and weckends, hours flexible.
Domestic and Personal Care help given to the elderly, frail, mentally and
physically handicapped.
- port not ial. Four weeks paid holiday,
enhanced payment for unsociable hours.
Telephone essential. For further details ring
Medway 01634 366528

Training
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KW ELECTRONIC SERVICES

No Call Out Charge
All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc.
Repaired & Serviced
ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO FOR SALE

All work guaranteed at least 3 months
TELEPHONE: Medway 364943

REFLEXOLOGY
An anclent treatment that helps to relieve today’s ilinesses
HELP YOUR BODY TO HEAL ITSELF
Telephone for further information or appointment
Home visits available
David Stride M.B.S.R., M.B.R.C.P.(Reflexology)
196 Wigmore Road, Gillingham, Kent MES OTL
Telephone 01634 365510

Munn Academy of Dance
Pupils from age 2yrs to professional
Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym, ?
Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tultion

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn Fellow and Examiner 1.D.T.A.

Medway 234168

D.H. MILLER @
ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS p :
i For all your Plumbing Services

HELP is on its way
Upgrading & Servicing of old Systems a Speciality
¢ CENTRAL HEATING
* LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

MEDWAY 235831 - 36 High Street, Rainham

crysta. Curtain & Blind

Manufacturers
Quality Made to Measure Curtains — FREE Fitting
TRACKS - HOME CONSULTANCY SERVICE
Unit IB10, Elm Court, Capstone Road
Gillingham, Kent MET 3JQ

Phone: 01634 817807
Fax: 01634 408298

Mobile: 07904 587460
Email: crystal@cannon2.fsnet.co.uk

repehiondll  Foilers |
P T

R.A.D. Plumbing e Heating
DAVE BALLARD Corgireg

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing
General Plumbing

01634 379330 Mobile 07785 997881

- -Bu“ders & McCourt’s D A CONSTRUCTION
efr i DRIVE & PATIO CARPENTRY & JOINERY
‘Decorators | cLEANNGSEALING EXTENSIONS LOFT
-t SERVICE : CONVERSIONS
EXTENSIONS - GENERAL REPAIRS il g o GENERAL COMMERCIAL/
e I
1gm » Gillingham, 1y uilds nstitute of Carpenters|
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS Kent MES 0SR. TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE
i : 08002987338 01634 375569 RATES
1 ephone: Medway 235383 WE DO THE DIRTY WORK MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
177 Wakeley Road*RainhameKentMES 8NJ FOR YOU Mobile 07961 839328

DAVID WHITE i
15t Class Brickwork MEDWAY TREE
BOILERCARE SURGEONS
. ililll IB(in?lrfrl ;l:r%:i s:l_l:tlg Extensions, A qualified £ insured service
il defm"' " Conservatory bases, Tree Pruning
New Systems Fitted Garden walls & Porches Logs Delivered
« Landlord Gas Safety R : Tree R |
. Fircs,c(';ook::s, :IEE;— F?ﬁ::)g /: Any insurance work Wood C;?;;?:gs
§:;iccd undertaken Stump Grinding
L] Emergency Service with
e Joeal $lms
Cﬁf.:ﬁ%%zg 01634 316840 110 Birch Grove, Hempstead ME7 3RG
4513 01634 669949
Engineer 07956 630003 07940 4 1 Mob 0TS99 995798

Diary 2003

January 4th Kent Wildlife Trust Walk. Oare
Marshes Reserve car park, 10.00am to 1.00pm.
January 6th — Wigmore Men’s Fellowship. Canadian
Rockies, an illustrated talk. 8.00pm, Marlborough
Unit, Maidstone Road, Rainham. Closed meeting.

January 8th - Wigmore Thursday Club. History of
Hempstead from WW2 to present day.

(see 11th Dec)

January 9th — Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society. Faversham Church and Abbey.

Mr A. Percival. (see 12th Dec)

January 10th - JUMBLE SALE, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore,
starting at 11.00am. Entrance 25p. Good quality
Jjumble will be welcomed at the Centre from
9.00am.

January 10th — Medway Folk Dance Club.

(see 6th Dec)

January 11th - Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 10.00am, Capstone Country Park car park.

6 mile walk.

January 12th — Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Spinning. 7.30 to 9.30pm at the
Annexe (Urchins Playgroup) building in
Marlborough Road, Gillingham.

January 12th — Rainham Wives. ‘New Year Party’
and get together. 8.00pm, Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham.

January 13th - Gillingham & District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society. Phil Outred — Tips on how to
make up, and plant Fuchsia Baskets. (see 9th Dec)

January 14th — Countryside Event — Motney Hill Bird
Walk, 1.00 to 3.00pm. Book in advance, £1.60,
ring 378987.

January 15th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Bingo
(see 11th Dec)

January 16th — Gillingham Recorded Music Society.
Klever Kaff letters and diaries of Kathleen

. DAy
E’ e

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 8AT

24 Hour Recovery. 8am-6pm Tel: Medway 377803
After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

STATION ROAD SUPPORTING
KIDS IN KENT
Quality secondhand clothes, bric-a-brac,
books and more

Volunteers and Donations needed
14 Station Road - 01634 262211

Ferrier, Christopher Fifield. (see 19th Dec)

January 16th — Countryside Event, Birdwatching
Cruise, book and pay in advance £17.50. Ring
378987.

January 18th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.00pm, Church on Southborough Common,
Tunbridge Wells. 5 mile walk. no dogs.

January 19th — Rainham Wives. ‘New Books’, a talk
by Victoria Golding. (see 12th Jan)

January 20th — Wigmore Men’s Fellowship. AGM.
(see 6th Jan)

January 20th — The Royal Society for the Protection
of Birds — Birds and Weather. 7.45 to 10.00pm,
Strood Library, Bryant Road.

January 21st — Bredhurst Garden Club. Mr H.C.
Newman — Illustrated talk ‘Water Gardens’.
Hyacinth Show. 8.00pm, Bredhurst Village Hall,

January 21st — Countryside Event, Exploring Grain
Foreshore, 10.00am o 12 noon. £1.60. Book on
812196.

January 22nd — Wigmore Thursday Club. MHS Talk
on Retirement Housing.

January 23rd — The Medway Geographical Society.
Walking Tour of the Islamic World — Mr David
Wise. 7.30 to 9.00pm, Adult Education Centre,
Green Street, Gillingham.

January 24th — Medway and Maidstone VSO Group,
Burns Night Barn Dance with ‘Pilgrims Way®
Fort Pitt Grammar School for Gitls, Chatham.
7.30pm. Tickets £8.00 (inc hot supper).

Contact Medway 376608 to book.

January 25th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 10.30am, Reculver public car park.
5 mile walk.

January 25th — Kent Wildlife Trust Walk — Elmley
Reserve car park, 10.00am to 2.00pm.

January 26th — Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Sylvia — Tapestry Weaving

January 26th — Rainham Wives. ‘Scarves’, a talk by
Mrs M. Lewis.

MEDWAY PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING LTD
A specialist P.A.T. Testing Company
City & Guilds 2377 trained staff

Latest Test Equipment used — Sub-contract Testing undertaken]
Factories, hotels, shops, care homes, offices, etc.
Please contact us for free survey, q
Tel/Fax: 01634 388966 Mobile: 07817 671802

Email: info@medwaypattesting.co.uk

Web: www.medwaypattesting.co.uk

y's Mamtena,,

pecorating & All Buﬁd.fng 5

Roofing Work Undertaken TVices
Internal and External Refurbishments
Special Rates for O.A.P's - No Job Too Small -

07787 185 234
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Estimates Free




BDL GAS SERVICES
191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent
01634 232048 www.bdlgasservices.co.uk
Visit your local gas showroom
Sfor all your Gas Appliance needs
Cookers, Fires, Surrounds

Fires on Live! and all installation work

Nﬂ@% ect
Comput _EISL‘rviceS

For all your Computer Requirements

WWW. net-co;ﬁ;;t it. co ul-(-:
Tel: (01634) 324023 |
Mobile: 07952 147405 |

®Hardware ® Networking ®Software Development
®MS Office Specialist ®Web Development

Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer, Solutions

|
|
I
Developer and MS Office Certified Specialist |

— l’_ Spec m.hsts in Walls. Floors
i Slaate, Terracotta and Mosaics
== Supplied and Fixed ===

— 01634 235714

Ii” LA
E ” or labour only ! —H
I"

R.A. DOMESTIC REPAIRS
Having a problem with your Washing
Machine or any other domestic appliance?
Call Ray on 01634 323005
Or 07736 472723 any time

No call-out fee — free estimates

TOP NOTCH DECORATORS
You've tried the rest’

Now try the best

No job too small, all work carried out by
Qualified tradesmen

For a free estimate Tel: 01634 377461

Alpha Plumbing &

Maintenance
For all your plumbing requirements
Call NOW on
01634 312339/ 07932 352839

D.A.Price Services (est1s84) g
Tel: 01634 233709/01795 842644 B
Mobile: 07860 733 980
GENERAL HOUSE MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

I F Py
s
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and Repairs

Decoranng Coving — Carpeniry - e |

: Fence Erection - Plumbing — Bathrooms Fitted - Odd jobs g
00 Q00O OCOROOOPROIOOOROBS

Judith Parkhurst (BA Hons)
Garden Designer
Creative Designs & Planting Schemes

| Borders-Gardens-Features-Flant Advice & Aftercare

Free initial consultation
lTiis 01634 374303 emall: Judith.parkhurst@virgin.net|

Hallett’s Z

Plumbing & WQ

Heating Ohris Hallet
CENTRAL HEATING

Boder Servicing, Upgrading and Breakdowns
47 Lokewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

HILARY LAUNDON

is pleased to announce the opening of

RAINHAM WILLS LTD

6 The Court Yard, Holding Street, Rainham MES THE

Tel: 01634 581500

and will be pleased to receive enguiries on Wills,
Enduring Powers of Attomey and Change of Name Deeds

MAYFORD CONSTRUCTION

Extensions & loft conversions
Conservatory Bases — Patios & Maintenance
Free Estimates
Tel/Fax 01634 200219 Mob. 07957 769250

References Available

24 HOUR EMERGENCY
PLUMBER

Realistic rates—Reliable Service
Free quotations

01634 263137 07778 437499
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LIONS AND ROTARY CLUBS

CHARITY STREET COLLECTIONS

As in previous years both the Lions Club of
Gillingham and the local branch of Rotary will be

touring our streets with Santas Sleigh and a Christmas

Float bringing Father Christmas to see you in the
days before Christmas. Please welcome them to your

road and give generously as all the money collected is

used for good causes. The collections start at 6.00pm
and end by 8.15pm. I am sure you will know when
they are in your area but expect them on the
following days:
Thursday 11th — Rotary, Marshall Road
Monday 15th — Lions, Hempstead
Tuesday 16th — Rotary, Childscroft Estate;
Lions, Hempstead
Wednesday 17th — Lions, Fairview Avenue;
Rotary, Macklands Estate to Otterham Quay Lane
Thursday 18th — Lions, Twydall
Friday 19th — Rotary, Taverners Road to Thames
Avenue; Lions, Parkwood
Monday 22nd — Lions, Parkwood
Tuesday 23rd - Lions, Twydall

ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH -
2ND CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, will
be full of festive cheer from Saturday 6th December
until Monday 8th December when St Matthew’s

\-"B.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience — Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobile: 07779987633

Church 2nd Christmas Tree Festival is being staged.
The Church will be decorated with Christmas Trees
erected by over twenty local organisations, admission
will be free and refreshments will be available.
Details of opening times and other events are as

follows:

Saturday 6th December

Festival open 10am to 4pm — ploughman’s lunches
available. Organ music from 2 to 3pm. At 7pm Sing

Out Christmas — Carol singing led by Gillingham

Salvation Army Band.
Sunday 7th December
9.30am Family Toy Service
Festival open 2 to 4pm. Organ music from 2 to 3pm.
Monday 8th December
Festival open 2.30 to 4pm. At 8pm great Lines Music
Centre Christmas Concert.
Everybody is assured of a warm welcome.

Peter Hagger, 01634 235056

MJH Electrical Services

Power — Lighting - Storage Heaters - Full | Part Rewires
Upgrade Fuse Boards and Earthing

No Job Too Small
FREE Advice — FREE Estimates — NO Call Out Charge

Telephone 01634 233852 - 07721071440

STUMPMASTERS
Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken including
felling, pruning, topping and lopping.
Stump grinding specialists.
Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

ORCHARD WINDOWS

Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PCVu Products
TRADE - DIY - GLASS UNITS

Windows — Patio Doors — French Doors

Stable Doors — Conservatories — Porches

6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

V.E. WHITE & CO.

Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green, Rainham, Kent ME8 9PN

Medway (01634) 376555

For a complete legal service
Contact us or pop in for a competitive quote

TN

Saturday/evening appoi ts may be

DOCTOR

G.P. - PRIVATE PRACTICE
Dr M.J. MURPHY, MB, BCh
1 Crevequer Chambers, 35 High St, Rainham
Monday — Saturday

Tel: 01634 231333

MARK STEVENS
Paving Specialist and General Builder
20 years experience
DRIVEWAYS BRICKWORK
PATIOS PLASTERING
No job too big or small

Free estimates
Mobile 07946 443349

Tel 01634 364932
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Small Ads

Published: January 24th
Copy date: January 9th
Price: £1.75 per line

Average 4 words to a line
Box Ads: £22 per month
£60 3 months paid in advance

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent ME§ 8PP

or Rainham Bookshop.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including
doors, windows, flooring, roofing,
general building/lofts/extensions.
01634 230821 or 07708 052076,

PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ experience.

Tel: Doug Marchant

01634 373016 or 07930 627241 for
free estimate,

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. NHS dental treatment for
elderly housebound in your own
home. All denture work. Free
denture repairs. Free treatment if
on income support.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

MR DIG-IT’S GARDEN SERVICE
01634 574676 Mob. 07787 813512,

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall.
Further details from Jim
Crompton, 01634 30263 1.

ENGINEERING, NAVAL &
Art Books wanted: Med 360227.

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
All types of roofing work,
vertical tiling and guttering
undertaken, Estimates Free.
Phone Dave Moon on 375069.

SOPHISTICATS as well as being
the most comprehensive gift shop
in the area, we have built upa
reputation for our first class
PICTURE FRAMING service.
Be it tapestry, collage, print, oil
or medals, you will always find
advice on hand as to the best way
of presenting them at 3] Station
Road, Rainham. Tel, 361436,

RE-UPHOLSTERY
Reasonable rates, free estimates.
Ron James: 01795 520635,

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS.

Kent Villages etc. Ideal for club
evenings, usually available at
short notice.

Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240,

For STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
reconditioned and New Thyssen
Stairlifts, for straight or curved
stairs, Tel: Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524 or 07850-262-156
for a free estimate.

Chiropodist J. Judge
M.InstCh.P. Home Visits —
Clinic. Corns, Calluses,
Ingrowing Nails. Med 361720.

JOHN INNES SEED &
POTTING COMPOST always
available. 20 kilo bag: £2.50.
Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat: £9.50. Meresborough
Nursery — Medway 231639,

TREEWORKS

Tree and hedge trimming,
reduction, pruning and removal,
grass cutting, weed spraying.
Call Peter on 07762 802178,

DISCO - professional enter-
tainment for any occasion.
“The Black Pepper Roadshow’
Jim Lindsay 375552.

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — excellent
modernised centre with main hall
and meeting rooms available for
hire at competitive rates, Full
disabled access, hearing aid loop,
excellent kitchen. To book phone
01634 370492 or 233478.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer
Surgery, Felling, Lopping,
Topping, Hedge Cutting, Leaves
Cleaned, Sheds, Garages,
Gardens Cleared, Sheds Repaired
and Refelted, all types Fencing.
No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404.

M & R GARDEN SERVICES
01634 267387 Mob 0781865 6733

ACCOUNTANTS: For the Self
Employed & Small Businesses.
Call:Zafar, 01634 376174.

GENERAL HANDYMAN

For all those jobs you never get
around to. Home & Garden
improvements. Call Tony 01634
575491. Mobile: 07855 190184.

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close.

Sunday — 10.15am

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev, P.S. Harper,
Details Tel 01795 844031,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal hall for Weddings, Parties
and Meetings. Facilities for the
disabled. Attractive setting —
Ample parking. To book phone
01634 364859,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.,
Sundays 11am and 6.30pm,
Treasure Seekers and
Ambassadors 10am. Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting;
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J, Wood
Medway 388187.

HEMPSTEAD PAVILION
PLAYGROUP. Places available
for 2%4-5 years. OFSTED
registered/inspected. Qualified
staff. Phone Medway 234718
(9-12), 373424 (eves). Registered
Charity No. 1077736.

SPAIN - COSTA BLANCA
Villa consisting of 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, kitchen, dining
room, lounge, laundry room, own
swimming pool, lovely sea-view.
Sleeps 2-8 people.

Available all year round,

Close to sea, shops and
restaurants.

Tel: 0034 96 649 9842.

Email: carolandbill@tiscali.es

ITALIAN LESSONS

All levels welcome.

One to one or small groups.
Varied fees. Over 30 yrs exp.
Call Norma for more info on:
01634 362046,
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RATS OASTHOUSE THEATRE
celebrates 40 years. A history ,
£4.95. Rainham Bookshop,

17-25 Station road. Med 381591.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood
Green. Sunday Morning Service
is at 10.30am to 12 noon. For any
other details about the Fellowship
and its activities, please contact
Richard Hayton, 01634 235799.

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing,
Patios, Drives, Walls, Garages.
No job too small. Free estimates.
Phone Les on 01634 264388 or
07743 128240.

THE HIDEAWAY NURSERY
for Seasonal Bedding, Shrubs,
Climbers & Trees. Garden
Design, Landscaping and
Maintenance Service. Winter
opening Wed & Sat only 10 till 4.
105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch.
01634 231693.

GUITAR TUITION A
Qualified, experienced, specialist
in teaching adults. Med 376608.

BRISTLES Painters &
Decorators. City & Guilds
qualified. Contact Lorna 01634
683605 or Barbara 01622 682736
or mobile 0777 986 3977.

BUY DIRECT FROM THE
FARMER. From our award-
winning orchards Apples and
Honey.

Pears from September.

From Pump Farm, Pump Lane
(below bridge), Rainham.
Open: Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays 10am-4pm.

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS -
solving all your computer
problems. Tel: 01634
362294/07941 234810.

DRUMKIT, PERCUSSION

& PIANO lessons. Roan )
Kearsey-Lawson, MA, BAHons.
Tel 01634 365453.

STUMP GRINDING & TREE

SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

ASTROLOGY. Professionally
taped charts by post. 01634 371788.

Y & L DECORATORS

GET READY FOR CHRISTMAS
Complete Painting & Decorating
Service. Interior/Exterior.
Paperhanging, specialising in Hall,
Stairs and Landing.

For Your Free No Obligation Quote
Phone: Free Phone 0800 1954322,

HORSE MANURE: Pure, mulched
manure (no straw). £1/bag.

10 bags, get 1 free.

01634 386801. Buyer collects.

PIANO/KEYBOARD LESSONS
Relaxed & reasonable.
Phone Pam Ormiston 365789.

GOT A GUITAR?
Want to leam to play it?
Phone John 01634 329722,

LEARN SPANISH in your home.
Beginners — getting by.
Call Margarita on 389089.

PI PLUMBING
Bathroom suites, tiling, general
plumbing. Med 388342,

BODYTALK Holistic Therapies.
Reflexology, Beauty Treatments,
Indian Head Masssage, Waxing.
Gift Vouchers. Tel: Elaine 379360,

OFFICE TO RENT.

Rainham High Street. Full )
Secretarial/Book-keeping support if
required. Tel: PDQ 01634 379689.

NEED A GREAT DISCO?
Reliable — reasonable — really rather
good. Phone Dave on: 07732
704521 or email
david.allan12@btinternet.com

QUALIFIED BEAUTY
THERAPIST For Ladies — inc:
Indian Head Masssage, Facials,
Manicures, Pedicures, efc.
Appts: Pam 01634 379689.

BOOK-KEEPING & .
Computerised Accounts Services.
Tel: Zoe McCrow 01634 370176.

CALLIGRAPHY WRITING for all
occasions — weddings, parties ...
Phone Karena on 01622 632643 or
www.calligraphy-service.com

D.A.C. GARDEN SERVICE.
General garden maintenance
undertaken. No job too small.
Tel: 01634 371005.

MOBILE NAIL TECHNICIAN
Book now for your Christm:_is
parties. Extensions and manicures.
Call Linda 07833 103286.

HAIRDRESSING BY ANDREA
for elderly. Phone 01634 261419.

LOGS. Large Bag seasoned £8.00
Kindling £3.50 a bag.
Tel: 01634 261749,

HEALING treatments from Reiki
Master/Teachers.

Booking for levels 1&2, Feb 2004,
01634 371788.

HI-FI REPAIR SPECIALIST
Modifications, advice. All aspects
of hi-fi. Top-end welcome.

Phone Tom 01634 370919,

OFFICE SPACE TO LET
Station Road, Rainham.
Tel: 01634 387786.

BOOK-KEEPING/VAT
SERVICES Qualified book-keeper
available for manual accounts.

Tel: G. Aggarwal 01634 400367.

ALL HOME IMPROVEMENTS
inc kitchens, bedrooms, bathrooms
and home offices. Either fit or
supply and fit. References and
portfolio available. Call Colin on
01634 374711 or 07702123182,

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Aromatherapy, Swedish & Eastern
head massage for deep relaxation
and well being. Home visits & gift
vouchers available. Call Belinda
(IFA Dip A&P & RM, MGPBT)
01634 363007 or 07984360833,

GOT FLAT PACK FURNITURE?
Can’t put it together?
Give me a call. 01634 329722.

LADYFAIR HAIR & BEAUTY
Christmas head to toe treatments.
Pedicures, manicures, nail
extensions, facials, waxing,

Indian Head massage, reflexology,
hopi ear candles. Gift vouchers
available. Free consultation.
Phone Jo 01634 233749.

The Definitive Gillingham F.C.
New book just published at £12.00
A Kentish Childhood by Alan
Major who grew up in Rainham
£6.50. Just two of many new local
books. Rainham Bookshop, 17-25
Station Road. 01634 371591

15



MIKE O’BRIEN
AND

SWINTON COLONNADE

Working together to find you a better deal
for all your insurance needs — Serving
the people of Rainham since 1969

CALL US FOR AN IMMEDIATE QUOTATION

01634 373757

The Finance Centre (Rainham)
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER

19 Sabre Court Gillingham Kent MES ORW
Tel: 01634 302701 Fax: 01634 364556 Mobile: 07961 334561
Email: barry@thefinancecentre fsbusiness.co.uk

Barry James MLIA(dip) CeMAP
Princlipal
A member of DBS Financial Management plc
which is regulated by the Financial Services Authority
DBS is part of the MISYS group of companies
www. dbsfinancialmanagementco.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders

Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work

Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072

ARPETLINE

SHOWROOM 39 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM
Carpets, Rugs and Vinyl Supplies
HOME SELECTION SERVICE
Available Daytime. Evenings & Weekends

Medway 234882

THE SHOP WHERE
NOTHING IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE

Rainham Bookshop
Kent’s largest independent bookshop
17-25 Station Road 01634 371591
Over 50,000 books & maps in stock
Classical music, Jazz & Blues on CD
Bygone Kent monthly magazine
BOOK TOKENS
Almost any book in print ordered
Student discounts
Mail order post free on orders over £50

AEPAIRS, GUTTERING. VERTICAL TIUING, PLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS
For Free Estimates telephone:

01634 375069
Day and Evenings
No Job too LARGE or SMALL
WE DO THEM “ALL”

® 24 hour Personal Service
® Monumental Masons

* Home visits if preferred
® Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

In lime of need ...

JOHN WEIR

Funeral Directors
A private family owned and run business

* Private Chapels of Rest

» Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777
130 High Street, Rainham 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham
Kent ME8 BAR Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ

Car parking available Car parking available

16



