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Memories of Rainham
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Following the letter from Mrs Wiles in August about her first days at the newly built Rainham Scool for
Girls Miss Mountain has supplied this picture of the official opening in 1932. From the left standing are
the Mayoress, the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, the Mayor and Mr F.J.R. Mountain (Town Clerk).

Do let us know if you can name any of those seated behind the officials.

Joe Ennis will present a slide show ‘Rainham Then and Now’ in St Margaret’s Church, Rainham,
at 7.30pm on Thursday 25th September.

Robert J. Kitney

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

The letter from Mrs Wiles of Strood about the early
days of Rainham School for Girls, that we included in
August Action Forum, stimulated much discussion
and interest, not least the memories of parading
themselves in navy blue knickers that struck a chord
with many readers. Our front cover picture this month
is of the 1932 opening ceremony of the new building,
also this month another reader sheds more light on
the murals that are still visible on the wall of one
classroom,

After the hot lazy days of August everything
springs to life again with the beginning of a new
school year. Adult Education hope to tempt you with
a wide range of courses, it is not too late to enrol,
many of the lists still have vacancies. Two
conferences offer places, A Day with a Difference
organised by Home Start and the third Women’s
Conference to be organised locally considers the
theme ‘The King and I" exploring relationship with
Jod our King. Places are available for both events for
those interested.

The Macmillan Nurses have had a successful fund
raising year but more is still needed, so they invite
you to join them in the world’s biggest coffee
morning either by attending an event at Rainham
Cricket Club on 26th September or perhaps
organising your own morning at work (we provide
cakes or biscuits and ask our staff for a donation to
the charity on this one day) or with a group of friends,
and give the proceeds to this worthwhile cause. Few
of us are untouched in some way by the work of these
dedicated nurses who do so much to help people in
their own homes,

Congratulations to the Cricketers for their colourful
hanging basket display that has done much to
improve the appearance of Rainham during these last
couple of dry, hot months, whoever has looked after
them deserves our thanks — it must have been a time-
consuming occupation but your efforts have been
much appreciated, thank you.

Lots to do this month, volunteers are again wanted
for various projects, how about becoming an advisor
for the Citizens Advice Bureau or a mentor for short
term prisoners to help cut crime in our area or just
joining one of the many societies that advertise in our
diary, the choice is yours but do have a very good
month and we will see you again in October.

Correspondence

HIGH STREET MURAL
Dear Editor,

I have just been passed the May issue of Action
Forum and can help with some information regarding
the murals on the class wall at Orchard Street School.

1 was a pupil at the school until July 1945 and
these murals were painted whilst I was there. 1
understood the artists, a boy and two girls, were past
pupils who had gone to Art College on leaving
Orchard Sireet.

The room was used for Art Classes and the teacher
at that time was Miss Doris Saywell.

I vaguely remember one of the other murals
depicted the hop fields, but I cannot remember if they
were completed by the time I left the school. Perhaps
they were done to celebrate the end of the war.

I hope this will be of help,

Yours sincerely,
Phyllis Harman

{née Stevens)

24 Headingley Road
Allington, Maidstone
Kent ME16 OHR
01622 682297

RAINHAM SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
Dear Editor,

Thank you for including in the August Action
Forum the most interesting article about the opening
of Rainham School for Girls (boys were the other
side!) in 1932 — what a marvellous opportunity in
education after 11 years of age the children from
Upchurch, Lower Halstow, Hartlip, Bredhurst,
Hempstead, Solomon Road and Rainham Church of
England Schools had — they came from excellent
village schools with dedicated teachers but the
children moved forward when Orchard Street School
opened.

1 think that you may be interested in this
photograph of the opening of the school. My father,
Francis J.R. Mountain (he was the newly appointed
Town Clerk and Clerk of the Education Committee
for Gillingham) led the proceedings accompanied by
the Mayor, Aldermen, Managers and the Heads of the
Schools.

At about the same time Woodlands Road School
was opened by the Town Clerk and Councillors.

The Borough of Gillingham needed new Municipal
Buildings and in 1933 the new Council Offices were
opened by the Town Clerk and Councillors when they
moved from the old Council Offices in Gardiner
Street, Gillingham (now the Adult Education Centre)
to the modern Municipal Buildings by Gillingham
Park.

I believe that Rainham was taken from Milton and
Swale just before my family moved from Surrey to
Rainham in about 1929/30 (not quite sure when) —
what a pity!!! — we might still have had the beautiful
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village Rainham used to be — certainly some of the
old buildings would have been preserved — but
Rainham would not have had main drainage!!
On retirement my father was the first lawyer to set
up in private practice in Rainham,
Yours sincerely
Elizabeth Mountain
01634 231246

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLASSES FOR
CHILDREN
Dear Editor,

I should like to draw readers’ attention to the
Children’s classes for Scottish Country Dancing
which are held on Fridays from 5.30pm to 6.30pm
during term time at the Methodist Church Hall,
Wakeley Road, Rainham.

The classes are open to girls and boys from 6 years
of age upwards and aim to teach the steps and figures
of Scottish Country Dancing. As well as providing
fun and enjoyment, dancing helps to develop social
skills and teamwork.

During the 10 years the classes have been running,
many pupils have been successfully prepared for the
International Dance Teachers Association
examinations and the junior dancers have often
accompanicd the Senior demonstration team to
functions such as Summer Fetes.

There is a modest charge of 50p per person for the
classes which are run by the Medway and District
Caledonian Association.

For further information, please contact Margaret
Anne Robertson on 01634 304372.

Yours faithfully,
M.A. Robertson

RAINHAM THEN AND NOW
Dear Editor,

Can I please remind your readers that I shall be
giving a slide show ‘Rainham Then and Now” in
St Margaret’s Church on Thursday 25th September at
7.30pm. Admission £3 in aid of St Margaret’s
Church.

Freddie Cooper hopes to be there to answer
questions,

Yours sincerely,
Joe Ennis

115 Taverners Road
Rainham ME§ 9AG
Medway 235182

ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH - CELEBRATES
Dear Editor,

St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore,
would like to invite Action Forum readers to join
them in the following celebrations.

Saturday & Sunday 20th & 21st September —
Patronal Festival & Centenary of the Teddy Bear

Saturday 20th at 7.30pm — an evening of Live Jazz
and Blues in St Matthew’s Church. Admission £5 (£4
concessions). Tickets available from Ann Echlin
{01732 845550) or on the door.

Sunday 21st at 3.30pm rounders and games in
Wigmore Park. Followed at 4.15 by a bring and share
Teddy Bears Picnic in St Matthew’s Church Precinct
and at Spm a children’s service in Church, Bring your
favourite Teddy with you.

Sunday 5th October — Harvest Festival

9.30am Family Harvest Service in St Matthew’s
Church.

5.00pm Harvest Songs of Praise in St Matthew’s
Church followed by a Harvest Supper in the
Community Centre. Tickets for the Supper are
available at price £5.50 (children £3), this includes a
3 course supper and entertainment — from Paulette
Pointon (01634 231650) and Avril Coomber (01634
378906). Please bring your own drink and glasses.

You can be assured of a warm welcome.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Hagger
BROWNIES
Dear Editor,

Due to a large number of older girls having to
leave us, 5th Rainham Brownies will have a number
of spaces come September. We mect at Riverside
Primary School on Thursdays, 6-7.30pm. If any girls
aged 7-10 are interested in joining us please contact
01634 360415,

Yours sincerely,
L.A. Hemsley
Brownie Guider

SALMON WINDOWS

Family run business with 20 years experience
s Conservatories — designed and built
» UPVC windows doors & porches « UPVC soffit & fascia
» Misted units replaced » Fensa document L approved
+ 10 year insurance backed guarantee

For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369

(__S.B.BRICKWORK LTD )
BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS AND
GENERAL BUILDERS
Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken
Telephone: 01634 263416

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

Abbeyfield

Where cicker peopie find | cane in housing

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

Tea making / befriender / walkers / escorters
cookery club / helpers at various functions and events at
ROGERS HOUSE RESIDENTIAL HOME
Contact: Jackie Kelly — 01634 262266
A National Charity No. 254140




Diary 2003

Keeper: Mrs Christine Smith
275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
Tel: 233098

No charge is made for Diary entries
Diary Copy Date: 16th September 2003

September 6th — Instep Dancing. Social/Dance,
Rainham School for Girls. Ballroom/Latin/
Sequence, 8.00 to 11.00pm. Details 363738.

September 6th — Bredhurst Village Show.

September 6th — Wine and Wisdom Competition:
7.30pm in St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore. Tickets are available
from Bill Trees 370722 at a cost of £6
(concessions £5). Supper will be provided but
please bring your own drinks and glasses.

September 6th — Medway Folk Dance Club. 7.30 to
10.00pm, United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham. Visitors new and experienced
dancers welcome.

September 7th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet at 10.00am, Bluebell Hill Picnic Site.

6 miles walk. No dogs.

September 8th — Medway Spinners, Dyers &
Weavers Association. Spinning. 7.30 to 9.30pm at
the Annexe (Urchins Playgroup) building in
Marlborough Road, Gillingham.

September 8th — Countryside Event, Evening Talk,
Smuggling by Robert Black, Riverside Country
Park, 7.30pm. £1.70 per person. Book 378987,

September Sth — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club. 8.00 to 10.00pm, Red Cross Centre,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham. Contact No. 862673.

September 9th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society. Paul Heavers with a talk
about Fuchsias. 7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls,

GREG BRYANT
: CONSTRUCTION
MEDWAY 231321
Registered House Builder - Extensions
Block Paving - Roof Conversions
NABC Free Surveys and Estimates
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‘01634 321202

243 Edwin Foad, Rainbam, Kent MEB QUL

Maintenance Fres Exteriors {i

September 9th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group. ‘S is for September’, an Hogarth
Curve arrangement plus *‘Show Talk’. 7.30 to
9.00pm, United Reformed Church Hall,
Gillingham.

September 9th — Medway Antique and Collectors
Club. 8.00pm, St George’s Hotel, New Road
Avenue, Chatham. ‘Rationed Fashion 1939-1952’
~ Mrs Lee Ault. Ring 365861 for details.

September 9th — Wigmore Men’s Fellowship. Visit to
an orchard in Wateringbury. 7.00pm start at
Wateringbury, details from Mike Collins,

Tel: 01634 364818,

September 10th — Rainham Flower Club (Kent).
*Christina Curtiss: Fiction, Fun & Fantasy’.

7.30 to 9.30pm, Upchurch Village Hall.

September 10th — Bredhurst WI, Linda Steward
Appearing on Masterchef. Competition: Miles
from Bredhurst. 7.30pm in Bredhurst Village Hall.

September 10th - Medway Evacuees Reunion Group,
Riverside Indoor Bowling Green, Dock Road,
Chatham. 1.00 to 4.00pm, non members welcome,
ring 814922 for details.

September 11th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Graham
Johnson — Kent, an Unusual View, with slides.
2.00pm, St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore. For people over the age
of 50. For further information telephone 235507.

September 11th — Medway Kidney Support Group
‘Living Donor Transplantation’ talk from donors
perspective and transplant co-ordinator from Guy’s
Hospital, London. Free, all welcome, 7.00pm.
BAE SYSTEMS Airport Works, Rochester,
details 365019.

September 11th, 12th, 13th, 18th, 19th, 20th —
Rainham Theatrical Society, ‘The Smuggler
& The Lady’, a romantic musical, 8.00pm.
Tickets £5 from 360506 (weekdays 9am-8.00pm).

September 13th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group. GHS AUTUMN SHOW.

2.30 to 4.30pm.

September 13th — Medway & District Group of
HF Holidays. Meet 10.15am, west end of
Doddington by garage. 5/6 mile walk,

September 14th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
2.30pm, School Road, Charing. 4% mile walk.

No dogs.

September 15th — Rainham Evening WI. Kent, an

Unusual View — M.G. Johnson. Competition:

‘Supply only’ or
‘Design, supply
and fit’ service

Kitchens & Bedrooms

Featured in “25 Beautiful Kitchens” magazine
Tel: 01227 751130 www.rootskitchens.co.uk
Large showroom near J7, M2 (Faversham)

A small SQUARE object. 7.30pm, Platters Farm

September 22nd — Medway Spinners, Dyers &
Lodge, Highfield Road, Rainham.

Weavers Association. Spinning. (see 8th Sept)

September 17th — Wigmore Afternoon September 231d —~ Rainham Evening Machine
Townswomen’s Guild. Mr Hale — Wildlife in Knitting Club. (see 9th Sept)

Medway. 1.45 to 4.15pm, Howard Hall, Woodside, September 23rd — Gillingham Horticultural Society

September 17th — Bredhurst Garden Club. Annual Floral Art Group. Workshop. (see 9th Sept)
General Meeting. Questions and Answers. Forum  September 23rd — Wigmore Men’s Fellowship. Wild
Chaired by A. Wainwright. 8,00pm in the Village Orchids of Kent, an illustrated talk. 8.00pm,

Hall. Marlborough Unit, Maidstone Road, Rainham.

September 17th — Medway Camcorder Club. Open Meeting.

5 minute competition. Theme: Boats. 7.30pm, September 25th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Service,
Medway Motor Yacht Club, Medway Bridge Sales Stall & Singalong. (see 11th Sept)
Marina, Moor Lane, Borstal, Rochester. September 25th — Friends of St Margaret’s Church,

September 18th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Outing to  Slide Show by Joe Ennis ‘Rainham Then and Now’
Margate Theatre. in the Church, 7.30pm. Admission £3,

September 18th — Rainham Afternoon WI. Working Refreshments available. Details telephone: 235182,
at Chelsea Hospital for Pensioners — Joy September 25th — Rainham & District Dollshouse and
Whittington. 1.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, St Thomas of
Wakeley Road, Rainham. Canterbury Church Hall, London Road, Rainham.

September 19th — Charity Golf Day, Boughton Golf Details: Mrs Wildridge, 312038.

Club, in aid of SSAFA. Details from 01227 September 25th to 27th — Wigmore MADS ‘Cash on
830490. ! Delivery’. Tickets £5 (con £4.50) 370639,

September 19th — Gillingham Recorded Music September 26th — The Medway Geographical
Society. The Best of British. 7.15 to 9.15pm, Society. Destination AITUTAKI — Mrs Jane
St Augustine’s Church Room (top of Rock Burton. 7.30 to 9.00pm, Adult Education Centre,
Avenue), Gillingham. ) Green Street, Gillingham.

September 20th — Instep Dancing (see 6th Sept)  geptember 26th — Macmillan Cancer Relief, Doris

September 20th — Medway Folk Dance Club. Perrin invites you to her Coffee Morning in support
(see 6th Sept) of the World’s Biggest Coffec Momning, Rainham

September 20th — An evening of Live Jazz and Blues  Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, 10.00 to 12 noon.
in 8t Matthew's Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore.  £1 admission includes coffee, cake stall, preserves,
Tickets £5 (concessions £4) at the door or from raffle, etc.

Ann Echlin on 01732 845550. September 27th — Medway & District Group of

September 20th — Countryside Event, Birdwatching  HF Holidays. Meet 11.00am, Rainham Station.
Cruise. Tickets £17.50 payable in advance, 5 mile walk.

378987. September 27th — 3rd Women’s Day Conference,

September 21st — Medway Towns Footpath Group. St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Gatekeeper
Meet 2.30pm, Cobtree Manor car park, Aylesford.  Chase, Rainham. 10.00 to 4.00pm, ‘The King and
5 mile walk. I’, exploring our relationship with God our King,

September 21st — St Matthew’s Church Patronal keynote speaker Bridget Plass. Tickets £7 )
Festival and the Centenary of the Teddy Bear. (conc £5). To book please phone 231071 or email
3.30pm. Games for all in Wigmore Park. 4.15pm womenconf3@blueyonder.co.uk
Bring and Share Teddy Bears Picnic in the September 27th — Wine & Wisdom, VSO Grou;:_'.
Precinet, St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, 7.30pm, Fairview Junior School, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. 5.00pm Children’s Service in Wigmore. Tickets £4.00, tel: 376608.

St Matthew’s Church, Continued on page 11
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AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS Gas and Plumbing Services REPAIRS
« RECEPTION PROBLEMS? Boiler R_epalrs TV - VIDEO - SAT - CD
+ NO CHANNEL 5? Cenfral Heating Systems REPAIRS
WE CAN HELP! Power Flushing East Service

+ REPAIRS « EXTRA TV POINTS Landlord Safety Checks Reasonable Rates
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CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE

JIAID

ESTARLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
. Accounts
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
. Tax
Orchard House, Station Road, . Book-keepin,
Rainham, Kent, MES 7RS ping
Tel: 01634 375222 . Payroll

Fax: 01634 371318 =
E Mail: j.a.d.associates@btinternet.com
www.jad. sage2d.com .

Audit
Associated Services

COLOUR GOPY RAINHAM

5 Station Road, Rainham, Kant MES 7PH,
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RAINHAM CAMERAS

NEW & USED PHOTOGRAPHIC
Equipment Bought, Sold & Exchanged
* Over 40 Years Experience *
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS FILM PROCESSING
BINOCULAR & TELESCOPE SPECIALISTS
7 Station Road, Rainham, Kent MES 7RS

ONE DAY CLASSES IN LOWER HALSTOW
sy Absolute Beginners Watercolour
i Calligraphy with Gold Leaf
Sept 10 Nov 18 Dec 2
CHRISTMAS CRAFTS Dec 10
Exhibition and Open Week o'y
10 to 18 Oct - come and see us!

 Rewiring ® Showers ® Fuseboard Changes *

* Alarm Systems * Additional Points & Alterations
TESTED TO BS7671 IEE REG

Justin: 01634 863497 Mobile 07931 963466
12 Parker Close, Rainham

01634 239866 Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983
JBW ELECTRICAL SUTTONS WITH KHILKOFF-BOULDING & (C0.
SOLICITORS
W s el B4/86 High Sroo, R

Specialising in Conveyancing, Probate & Wills

Call us today for a competitive Quote on
MEDWAY (01634) 373333

PNT LANDSCAPES

Garden & General Maintenance Services
From Mowing the Lawn to
Complete Garden Makeovers
PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS
Tel 01634 389850
Mobile 07732 777837 or 0787 6228914

Dther offices situated throughout Kent providing o complele professionol legal service

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

MAX THE PLUMBER
Established 30 years

BATHROOMS — GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

01634 231390

CMR z v

MAINTENANCE & INSTALLATION
Heating Plumbing

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Air Conditioning & Electrical

Tel: 01634 372908

nf_? LADY DECORATOR
.. Fully qualified with 10 years' experience
All aspects of decorating undertaken
Competitive Prices
No job too small - Special rates for OAPs
Tel: 01634 233845
Mobile: 0778 0810 346

Back and Body Injuries
Help with every day injuries inc sports injuries by a
trained Professional. Bowen Therapy is simple but
effective way to treat all problems of the body.
Bowen can also help with other health issues.
Bren Barry - ESBT. BCMA. ITEC. IFR.
Phone: 01634 234 835 or on Mobile 07745 753 713
Home visits Available.

Correspondence

THE REGENERATION OF RAINHAM, KENT
Dear Editor,

Much has been said, and written, about the
overgrown and neglected vacant land immediately to
the north of our lovely parish church, ‘St Margaret of
Antioch’, Rainham, Kent.

Plans and schemes abound, the latest seeming to be

for a Medical Centre! I personally consider a medical
centre on this particular prime site to be totally
unnecessary. (Why not enlarge and improve the
existing ‘Clinic’ located in Holding Street?)

I seems to me that there are plenty of doctors
surgeries in Rainham’s residential areas already.

May I suggest that the citizens of Rainham give
very careful thought to the use of this site, almost
certainly the ancient location of the original village,
and bear in mind that whatever is built there —
probably an eyesore — will endure for at least 100
years.

The availability of this area is a once only, golden

opportunity for Medway Council to purchase the land

and create a small town square here (paved over, and
possibly with a few crnamental trees) for the benefit
and pleasure of all the people of Rainham, in
perpetuity.

New shops and other buildings could be built
around the perimeter, facing into the square.

This would give the town of Rainham a centre of
focus and could be the permanent location for the
market on market days, used for public meetings,
concerts, carnivals and fetes, and the like.

I seems to me that any small village in France,
Germany, or Italy, would have done this generations
ago!

How about calling it ‘St Margaret’s Square’ or
‘Antioch Square’?

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 11pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex.R.E.M.E.

FAIRVIEW ESTATE AGENTS|

157 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, Rainham, Kent. MES OPX
‘The answer to all your property needs’

*RESIDENTIAL SALES *LETTINGS
*PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

With Rainham’s population approaching that of

Canterbury, is it not time that our town was
regenerated, and its identity restored?

Yours sincerely,
R.J. Church
63 Maidstone Road

WINE & WISDOM
Dear Editor,

Medway & Maidstone VSO Group will be holding

their annual Wine & Wisdom fund raising evening on
Saturday 27th September at Fairview Junior School
hall starting at 7.30pm. We will be providing wine,
fruit juice and nibbles but ask participants to bring
any other food and drink they require plus their own
glasses. Tickets are £4 and teams will be a maximum
of 8. If any Forum readers would like to take part
please phone Pam or Phil Cole on Medway 376608
for further details and bookings. This is always a
popular event so places must be reserved in advance
as we have a limit on the number of tables available.

Yours sincerely

Pam Cole
Events Organiser,
Medway & Maidstone
VSO Group
MACMILLAN NURSES
Dear Editor,

I would like to thank all those people who came to

Joan, Fred and Tracy’s Open Garden, Marilyn Soffe’s
Garden Party and Doris Perrin’s Coffee Morning who
between them raised over £2,677. Our Flag Day in
Gillingham and Chatham raised £837.44. All these
monies will go to the Appeal to fund more Macmillan
nurses in this part of Kent. As you can see from the
Diary, Doris is having another Coffee Morning on
26th September at the Rainham Cricket Club in
Berengrave Lane.

Yours sincerely,

W.C. Trythall, Chairman,
Medway Commitiee,
Macmillan Cancer Relief

RAINHAM THEN AND NOW, a slide show and
talk by Joe Ennis, will take place in St Margaret’s
Church at 7.30pm on September 25th. Everyone
welcome, admission £3 at the door in aid of church
funds.

CONTACT MICHAEL TURNER FOR DETAILS ?E"émﬁfﬂ Close 01634 376747
TELEPHONE: 01634 377825 Rainham 07814 151393

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved

DECORATING - internal / External
Established 1988




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR AUGUST
August is a comparatively uneventful month in the

countryside. The birds will have generally stopped
singing and most species of wild flowers will have
already bloomed and faded. The countryside marks
time in the heat of summer prior to the changes
brought about by the colder temperatures of autumn.

The seaside in August can be as quiet as the
countryside generally, with perhaps just the sight and
sound of the occasional gull. In order to find out what
may be seen and heard at the height of summer, at the
English seaside, I recently spent an afiernoon at
Tankerton.

Tankerton lies to the east of Whitstable. Its
development began in Edwardian times and this is
reflected in the design of many of its buildings. From
a natural history point of view, the interest of the
place lies mainly in the grass covered slopes which
overlook the shingle beach and Tankerton Bay.

Some areas of grass on the slopes are closely cut
by the council and others have had beach huts built
upon them. But most of the slopes remain covered in
rough grass and isolated bushes. The latter include
hawthorn, blackthorn, wild privet and bramble. These
bushes have been bent and shaped by harsh north
easterly winds.

Growing among the rough grass is hog’s fennel or
sulphur weed which is a tall perennial plant of the
carrot family. Its tiny yellow flowers, in umbrella-like
heads, are open from July until September. The plant
is found in few other places in Britain and Tankerton
slopes have accordingly been granted the status of a
Site of Special Scientific Interest. Anyone who goes
to Tankerton to see this rare plant should bear in mind
that it has long and narrow leaves and should not be
confused with the many specimens of alexanders,
another umbellifer, which also grows on the slopes
and which has leaves with three lobes,

Meadow pipits nest in the grassy tussocks of
Tankerton slopes although, by August, their young
will have fledged. They are brownish birds with black
streaks on their bodies and can sometimes be seen
rising into the air above the slopes and then
‘parachuting’ back down into the grass.

The shingle beach at Tankerton is relatively
lifeless, the most prominent plant being sea beet. It is
a close relative of certain cultivated beets and,
according to Richard Mabey, author of ‘Food for
Free’, has leaves which are tangy and can be cooked
as spinach.

Out at sea the only birds likely to be seen in
August are black headed and herring gulls, both
species accompanied by this year’s juveniles and
immature birds from previous years. The juveniles
have an overall streaky brown plumage whilst the
immature birds have varying amounts of brown
feathers depending upon their ages. The herring gull
is larger than the black-headed and is more raucous
and aggressive. Both species can be found feeding at
refuse tips and on farmland, particularly at ploughing
time. In Tankerton Bay they will be searching for
crabs, shrimps, fish and other sea creatures.

I have to say that there is not a lot to see at
Tankerton in August, unless you are a botanist keen
to see the hog’s fennel in bloom. But it is a pleasant
place for a stroll long the sea front in one direction
and along the top of the slope in the other. For those
who prefer to just sit and watch the world go by there
is a nice spot on the top of the slopes overlooking
“The Street’ which is a natural strip of shingle visible
at low tide. It marks the eastern boundary of
Whitstable oyster grounds.

The Tower Tea Gardens can be found at the
Whitstable end of the slopes and the Sea View Café
at the other, just above the Tankerton Bay Sailing
Club.

Joe Ennis. PS I hope to see many of you at Church on
Thursday 25th September at 7.30pm for my slide
show on ‘Rainham Then and Now’.

RAINHAM THEATRICAL SOCIETY

As part of our celebrations for the 40th anniversary of
the opening of the Oasthouse Theatre, the Rainham
Theatrical Society is proud to present:
‘The Smuggler & The Lady’
A romantic musical by
Brenda Pearson, Bill Beck and Pauline Harley
September 11:12:13:18:19:20 at 8pm
Ticket price: £5.00
Box Office 01634 360506 (weekdays 9am-8pm)

g ol JOHN STYLES PH INTERIORS
VEHICLE THE START TO FINISH
PAINT FLAT ROOF’N G CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING

REPAIR . AND HOME ALTERATION
Paintiess Dent Removal, Upholstery, Strip & Re-felt SEhvicE
Bm ;fé.m hznu::?),::;ai??t;:ep:md All Work & Materials For a reliable and professional
at Home, Office or Business Guaranteed tradesman call
% i " = b

M e ltet Free Written Quotation| | 91634327019 - Phllip Hobbs
o el 01 278 )

: 15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent
: wesmmnﬂg}léufa Nl MEDWAY 374028 Mobile 07798 647747

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
YOUR LOCAL CAB NEEDS YOU!

Medway District CAB urgently needs volunteers to
train to become Advisers!

eTime on your hands? eRetired? «Kids off to school?
eLooking for a new challenge?

Do you eWant to put something back in the
community? eDevelop new skills? eFeel valued?
eBecome part of our friendly team? sMake a real
difference? eMeet new friends?

We provide free, confidential and impartial advice
on a wide range of subjects to the people of Medway
and surrounding areas. All our advisers are trained
volunteers and no previous experience is needed as
we provide full training,

Can you spare 10 hours (or more) per week to train
to become a generalist adviser?

If so — contact our Volunteer Development Project
on Medway 407549 (not an advice line) and we will
tell you about the opportunities we offer.

A DAY WITH A DIFFERENCE
HOME-START MEDWAY SEMINAR
Wednesday 12th November 2003,
Corn Exchange, Rochester
‘CELEBRATING DIVERSITY —
CELEBRATING SIMILARITIES®
Speaker for the day will be Wendy Davis, Director of
the Organisation of Social Development Consultants
Ltd (OSDC). Wendy is an experienced trainer and
consultant who has worked extensively with the
public and voluntary sector.

Cost of the day: £10 per person, to include lunch.

If you would like to register your interest to either
attend or receive information please contact Home-
Start Medway, 46 Green Street, Gillingham, Kent
ME7 1XA. Tel: 01634 570717, Fax: 01634 576164,
email: home-start@m-way.fsnet.co.uk

Join us to make the day a success.

MJH Electrical Services

Power - Lighting - Storage Heaters - Full | Part Rewires
Upgrade Fuse Boards and Earthing

No Job Too Small
FREE Advice - FREE Estimates - NO Call Out Charge

Telephone 01634 233852 - 07721071440

STATION ROAD SUPPORTING KIDS IN KENT
SHOP AT NUMBER 14 STATION ROAD
Station Road Supporting Kids in Kent is a new
organisation which gives grants to facilitate Kent
children’s activities, ie equipment and kits for
football teams, dance groups and playschools.
Donations of saleable items of clothing, books, toys
and bric-a-brac would be gratefully received.
Volunteers are also needed to man the shop and
sort the donations.
01634 262211

CHANGES TO THE ART GALLERY

After a not unsuccessful year under its present
management the Rainham Bookshop Open Art
Gallery will close at the end of August 2003. All
current and recently active exhibitors have been
informed. It’s the support we had that made light
work of the display function,

Coming in its place is an exciting new studio
offering one to one evening tuition in oil painting.
Although the courses are limited, Dennis Hussey,
Master Painter and Royal Limner, intends to offer
further courses in pastels and special effects and, on
selected Saturdays, tuition for 12-14 year-olds.

A Gallery with facilities for framing, mounting,
guilding and probably a limited supply of air
materials, is planned.

Most of these classes should be up and running
early in September, so a visit to see what’s what is
highly recommended. Don’t miss this valuable
opportunity — it could open a whole new world to
you!

Mrs Heidi Stevens

Maria and John Evans

IDID IT!
So what did I do?

Six years after my stroke, I have managed to walk
on my own legs with the help of a walking stick. I am
so thrilled with myself and want to tell my friends
and former neighbours in Rainham who have given
mie their best wishes and visited during this time. You
have spurred me on. Your support has been
enormous. It bucked me up when I was feeling down.
I have been so lucky to have friends like you. We all
need help like this in life.

Many thanks.

Mrs Vera Hawkes, Friston House Nursing Home

GORDON J. WHITING
Waste removal cheaper than the local council

cooker, washing machine £8.00 each
three piece suite £18.00

double beds £12.00 Training provided — transport not essential. Four weeks paid holiday,
HOUSE CLEARANCE - enhanced payment for uns:hc:b;:::rs
i Telephone essential. For fu ils ring
e 7202;23"1:332;1;2.76"?60 SR Medway 01634 366528

Housemartin Scheme Limited

Carers required for weekdays, evenings and weekends, hou.rs flexible.
Domestic and Personal Care help given to the elderly, frail, mentally and
physically handicapped.
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KW ELECTRONIC SERVICES
No Call Out Charge
Al TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc,
Repaired & Serviced
ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEQ FOR SALE

All work guaranteed at least 3 months

REFLEXOLOGY
An anclent treatment that helps to relleve today’s illnesses
HELP YOUR BODY TO HEAL ITSELF
Telephone for further information or appointment
Home visits available
David Stride M.B.S.R., M.B.R.C.P.(Reflexology)
196 Wigmore Road, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OTL

Pupils from age 2yrs to professional
Subjects include: Ballet, Tap, Modern, Gym,
' Street Dance, Drama and Singing Tultion

Exams Shows Competitions Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn Fellow and Examiner |.D.T A.

Medway 234168

TELEPHONE: Medway 364943 Telephone 31634 365510
& D.H. MILLER =3
Munn Academy of Dance ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS QE/

Reg No.

8639 For all your Plumbing Services

HELP is on its way
Upgrading & Servicing of old Systems a Speciality
* CENTRAL HEATING
® LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

MEDWAY 235831 - 36 High Strest, Rainham

crysta. Curtain & Blind
Manufacturers

Quality Made 10 Measure Curtains — FREE Fitting

TRACKS - HOME CONSULTANCY SERVICE

Unit IB10, Elm Court, Capstone Road -m
Gillingham, Kent ME7 3JQ
Phone: 01634 817807 Nobodylbaats

Fax: 01634 408298 our prices

Mabile: 07904 587460
|Email: crystal@cannon2.fsnet.co.uk

R.A.D. Plumbing e Heating
DAVE BALLARD Corgireg

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing
General Plumbing

01634 379330 Mobile 07785 997881

’ G.TA “ DA CONSTRUCTION
[
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
GROUNDWORKS & SEcIAL ST
BUILDING CONTRACTORS e e

EXTENSIONS - GENERAL REPAIRS o DRIVEWAYS © DRAINAGE D%Eﬁggﬁlé E&MINMTIEEI{\I():‘LQ‘%IE

PLASTERING & ARTEXING * PATIOS * FENCING City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS © CONSERVATORY BASES

Telephone: Medway 235383
177 Wakeley Road'RainhameKent-MES BNJ

Tel: 01634 264090
Mobile: 07931 175220

TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE
RATES

MR ARCHER - Tel: 01634 389604
Mobile 07961 839328

White 1st Class Brickwork
Vauxhall Corsa Van Extensions,
1998 R Reg Conservatory bases,
1.8 LS Diesel Garden walls & Porches
Very Good Condition Any insurance work
Throughout undertaken
50,000 miles Tax & MOT
£2,108 s 01634 316840
01634 235623 07940 445131

~ Hair by Sue -

Mobile Hairdresser
offering extra days
Rainham/Parkwood

Cap & Weaver Lights from £25
Perms from £23
W/Cuts £7 Sets £6.50
Cut & Finish £13
CHILDREN / GENTS / OAPs
Phone Sue 01634 370323

No unaccompanied males
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Diary 2003

September 28th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.00pm, Kings Hall, Herne Bay. 5 mile walk.

September 28th — Countryside Event, Hay Day,
2.00 to 3.00pm, help make the hay at Capstone
Park. Warm clothes and stout boots. Details from
812196.

October 1st — Rainham (Kent) Horticultural Society.

Mrs E. Thomas — A Year in the Small Garden. 7.15

for 7.30pm, Berengrave Cricket Club Clubhouse,
Berengrave Lane, Rainham,

October 3rd — Lower Halstow Village Hall. TRAD
JAZZ, 8.00pm. For details telephone 01795
842701.

October 3rd - Gillingham Recorded Music Society.
John Philip Sousa: the American March King,
(see 19th Sept)

October 4th — Instep Dancing. (see 6th Sept)

October 4th — Medway Folk Dance Club (see 6th
Sept)

October 5th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Meet
10.00am, Borough Green Rec. Ground car park on
A2S. 6 mile walk. No dogs.

October 5th — Medway & District Group of
HF Holidays. Meet 10.30am Sole Street Station.
7.5 mile walk.

October 5th — St Matthew’s Church Family Harvest
Festival, 9.30am. Harvest Songs 5.00pm followed
by Harvest Supper in the Community Centre.
Tickets £5.50 (children £3) from 231650 or
378906. Please bring your own drink and glasses,

October 6th — Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Kathleen: Taking African Art into
New Dimensions. (see 8th Sept)

% DAy

Sow

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent, MES BAT
24 Hour Recovery. 8am-6pm Tel: Medway 377603
After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

October 7th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral
Art Group. AGM and planning for 2004,

(see 9th Sept)

October 7th ~ Wigmore Men’s Fellowship. Stage
Steak. 8.00pm at a local restaurant, Closed meeting

October 8th — Rainham Flower Club (Kent).
Workshop.

October 10th - Gillingham and Rainham Local
History Society. Extra-ordinary General Meeting.
Hostelries of Rochester. 7.15pm, Adult Education
Centre, Green Street, Gillingham.

October 10th — Parkwood Schools’ Bingo Night at
Parkwood Junior School Hall, Deanwood Drive,
Rainham. Doors open 7.30 for 8.00pm start. Adults
only. £1 admission.

October 10th - ‘Old Rainham’ talk by Freddie
Cooper, Oasthouse Theatre, 7.30pm. Tickets £3
from 374183.

October 11th — Autumn Barn Dance at St Matthew's
Community Centre. Dancing to Distracted Times,
Fund Raising Event (ticket only) 01634 362843.

October 12th & 19th — Harvest Tea for Senior
Citizens, ring 362851 or 387991 or write to
53 South Avenue, Gillingham MES 6EF for free
tickets,

GILLINGHAM RECORDED MUSIC SOCIETY
meet on alternate Friday evenings, 7.15, commencing
September 19th, in St Augustine’s Church Room in
Watling Street (top of Rock Avenue). Qur
programme this season includes several visiting
speakers and we welcome visitors and new members.
Those interested can contact the Hon. Secretary,
Miss J. Stewart, on 01634 852905.

INTERESTED IN SCIENCE AND BIOLOGY?
Medway Adult Learning is offering two human
biology evening classes starting this September at the
Rainham Mark Grammar School. Working in
partnership with the school, the laboratory facilities
are excellent to offer both GCSE and AS level
courses, So if you are interested in cell biology,
nutrition, the cardiovascular system, human genetics,
disease and evolution, telephone 01634 338400 for
more details,

BEGIN TO PLAY
PIANO LESSONS
FOR BEGINNERS

It’s never too late to learn!

Begin to play TODAY
Kind patient teacher

Tel: Jan
07986 130632
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WEIGHT LOSS - McCourt’s
Shape up for Summer!: DRIVE & PATIO
pe,_oge Weight CLEANING/SCEE&LING
Look & Feel Great e“hmsiilir:r e
Naturally derived products
Tailored programmes Roly McCo'ug't
Full customer support 51 Wigmore Road, Gillingham,
30 Day money back guarantee Kent ME8 OSR
Cali: 0207 953 4410 0800 2987338 01634 375569
www.health-and-body.com WE DO THE DIRTY WORK
Independent Herbalife Distrib FOR YOU




BDL GAS SERVICES
191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent
01634 232048
Visit your local gas showroom
for all your Gas Appliance needs
Cookers, Fires, Surrounds
Fires on Live! and all installation work

Martial Arts School of Excellence
Children (4yrs+) & Adults

*. LConfidence 1 month FREE
e Discipline with this coupon
e Self Defence Call now:

e Weight Loss 0800 0937 824

Rainham Millennium Centre

A.C.W. Building Contractor

All domestic Property Maintenance
Painting, Decorating, Coving, Bathroom, Kitchen

Free Estimate
“Big Enough To Handle It—Small Enough To Care”
For a reliable and professional tradesman call:

07818 064421—Allen

Installation, Tiling, Patio’s, Driveways, Garden Walls

D.A.Price Services (st19s4)
Tel: 01634 233700/01795 842644 [T
Mobile: 07860 733 960
GENERAL HOUSE MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

Household/shop Maintenance and Repairs
Decorating — Coving — Carpentry -
Fence Erection - Plumbing — Bathrooms Fitted — Odd jobs

Hallett’s

I8 Plumbing & v

II Heat‘lng C‘ms Hajlat Reg, Mo 200212
s CENTRAL HEATING,
Boiler Servicing, Upgrading and Breakdowns

47 Lokewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillinghom, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

oo o000 ne®

______Jl !

T r = ‘*;pm..mh.au in Walll, Floors ﬁizf

| Silate, ferracotta and Moﬂum

"_'3,-- —“‘L—-—'. Supplied “n_‘_’ Fixed t—j[ i v
;i or labour only

=~ 01634 235714

R.A. DOMESTIC REPAIRS
Having a problem with your Washing
Machine or any other domestic appliance?
Call Ray on 01634 323005
Or 07736 472723 any time

No call-out fee — free estimates

Alpha Plumbing &

Maintenance
For all your plumbing requirements
Call NOW on
01634 312339/ 07932 352839

" Judith Parkhurst (BA Hons)

Garden Designer |

Creative Designs & Planting Schemes
Borders-Garders-Features-Flant Advice & Aftercare
Free initial consultation
Tele: 01634 374303 emall: judith.parkhuret@virgin.net|

HILARY LAUNDON

is pleased to announce the opening of

RAINHAM WILLS LTD

6 The Court Yard, Holding Street, Rainham ME8 7THE

Tel: 01634 581500

and will be pleased to receive enquiries on Wills,
Enduring Powers of Attorney and Change of Name Deeds

THE KING ANDI ..
with God our King
Women living and working in Medway and beyond
are invited to attend a Women’s Day Conference on
Saturday 27th September 2003. It is to be held in
the St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Gatekeeper
Chase, Rainham, Gillingham (behind St Margaret’s
Church in Rainham). It will begin at 10am finishing
at 4pm.

The day has been organised by a group of women
who live and worship in Medway. It costs £7.00 (or
£5 concessions) — participants nced to bring a packed
Tunch and drinks will be provided.

The keynote talks will be given by Bridget Plass,
who is well known as a Christian writer and speaker.

This is the third conference in Medway and it has
become very popular. One participant said of last
year’s conference: ‘I was not sure what to expect and
was moved and founds lots of new people to share
with.”

Please reserve your place in advance. For further
information and booking forms, please contact Tricia
Butt, Tel: 01634 231071 or email Jill Lovell at
womenconf3@blueyonder.co.uk

BINGO NIGHT
Dear Editor,

We would like to invite your readers to our Bingo
Night, which will be held in Park Wood Junior
School hall on Friday 10th October, doors open at
7.30pm for an 8pm start,

J.B.

Plasterer & Decorator
20 years' experience — Free quotation
All works guaranteed
Phone Jim: 01634 863497
Mobile: 07779987633

. Exploring our relationship

ORCHARD WINDOWS
Manufacturers & Installers of Quality PCVu Products
TRADE - DIY — GLASS UNITS
Windows — Patio Doors — French Doors
Stable Doors — Conservatories — Porches

6 ORCHARD STREET, RAINHAM
MEDWAY 261757

MAYFORD CONSTRUCTION

Extensions & loft conversions
Conservatory Bases — Patios & Maintenance
Free Estimates
Tel/Fax 01634 200219 Mob. 07957 769250

References Available

£ & P GROUNDWORKSE LTD
SPECIALISTS IN BLOCK PAVING
PATIOS FENCING & DECKING
free estimates, top quality work, call

PAUL on 01634 233903 / 07932 408256 or
SHAUN on 01634 233671 / 07986 907055
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DOCTOR

G.P. - PRIVATE PRACTICE
Dr M.J. MURPHY, MB, BCh
1 Crevequer Chambers, 35 High St, Rainham
Monday — Saturday

Tel: 01634 231333

This is to be an Adults Only event and the
admission price is £1 per person. There will be a
licensed bar throughout the evening, although we
suggest people bring their own nibbles, and a raffle
between the games.

We have a retired bingo caller calling the numbers
for us so it promises to be a fun-filled evening!

All proceeds raised go directly to both the Infant
and Junior Schools so we hope everyone will come
along and join in and remember, the more people that
come along the bigger the prize money will be!

Yours sincerely,

Lisa Spicer

Secretary of Parkwood
Schools Association

RAINHAM THEATRICAL SOCIETY
Dear Editor,

The Rainham Theatrical Society are delighted that
Freddie Cooper will be visiting the Oasthouse
Theatre on Friday 10th October to give a talk on ‘Old
Rainham’, The talk will commence at 7.30pm and
there will also be an opportunity to ask questions
after the talk. Freddie has extensive knowledge of
Rainham and regularly writes for the Action Forum,
so this promises to be an evening not to be missed.

Tickets will be available from 1st September on
01634 374183, priced £3.

Dean Caston
RaTS Chairman

Professional Tree Care
All tree work undertaken including
felling, pruning, topping and lopping.
Stump grinding specialists.

Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

V.E. WHITE & CO.
Solicitors

For a complete legal service
Contact us for a competitive quote on

Medway (01634) 739195

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
Free Parking

MARK STEVENS

Paving Specialist and General Builder
20 years experience
DRIVEWAYS BRICKWORK
PATIOS PLASTERING
No job too big or small
Free estimates
Mobile 07946 443349

Tel 01634 364932
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Small Ads
Published: October 4th
Copy date: September 24th
Price: £1.75 per line

Average 4 words to a line
Box Ads: £22 per month
£60 3 months paid in advance

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent ME8 8PP

or Rainham Bookshop.

JGL PLUMBING AND
HEATING. Central heatin
Bathrooms, Plumbing, 01634
365937 Mob 07889 630872

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including
doors, windows, flooring, roofing,
general building/lofis/extensions.
01634 230821 or 07742 672976.

CALLIGRAPHY WRITING for all
occasions — weddings, parties ...
Phone Karena on 01622 632643,
MATHS/PHYSICS TUITION
GCE *A’ level, GCSE etc. Private
tuition in your home by highly
experienced/qualified tutor,
BSc.Hons, Cert. in Education.
Please ring 01634 377267,

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying
leak tel: 234149,

PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ experience.

Tel: Doug Marchant

01634 373016 or 07930 627241 for
free estimate.

LEAKING TAPS RESEATED
Loft and Toilet overflows,
Medway 262912.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. NHS dental treatment for
elderly housebound in your own
home. All denture work, Free
denture repairs. Free treatment if
on income support.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

DRUM KIT & PERCUSSION
lessons. Roan Kearsey-Lawson,
BA(Hons), MA.

Tel: 01634 365453,

MR DIG-IT"S GARDEN SERVICE
01634 574676 Mob. 07787 813512.

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall.
Further details from Jim
Crompton, 01634 408438.

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
All types of roofing work,
vertical tiling and guttering
undertaken. Estimates Free.
Phone Dave Moon on 375069.

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and all Garden
Machinery repairs. Med 361217.

SOPHISTICATS as well as being
the most comprehensive gift shop
in the area, we have builtup a
reputation for our first class
PICTURE FRAMING service.
Be it tapestry, collage, print, oil
or medals, you will always find
advice on hand as to the best way
of presenting them at 31 Station
Road, Rainham. Tel. 361436.

RE-UPHOLSTERY
Reasonable rates, free estimates.
Ron James: 01795 520635.

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS,

Kent Villages etc. Ideal for club
evenings, usually available at
short notice.

Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240.

For STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
reconditioned and New Thyssen
Stairlifts, for straight or curved
stairs. Tel: Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524 or 07850-262-156
for a free estimate.

BOOKS FOR STUDENTS
10% discount on most texts to
NUS members. Orders over £50
post free. Rainham Bookshop

17 Station Road, Rainham, Kent
MES 7RS 01634 371591
www.rainhambookshop.co.uk

MUSICAL PLAYTIME:

The Music and Movement class
with a difference for children
aged 8 months to 4 years is
starting in Rainham from
September.

To book your child’s place

or for more information, call
Paula now on'01622 734440.

TREE STUMP GRINDING
AND TREE REMOVAL
SERVICE. Tel Roger Alsey,
01634 376776 for an estimate,

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — excellent
modernised centre with main hall
and meeting rooms available for
hire at competitive rates. Full
disabled access, hearing aid loop,
excellent kitchen. To book phone
01634 370492 or 233478.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer
Surgery, Felling, Lopping,
Topping, Hedge Cutting, Gravel
Laid, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and
Refelted, all types Fencing.

No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404.

GENERAL HANDYMAN

For all those jobs you never get
around to. Home & Garden
improvements. Call Tony 01634
575491. Mobile: 07855 190184,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close.

Sunday — 10.15am

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal hall for Weddings, Parties
and Meetings. Facilities for the
disabled. Attractive setting —
Ample parking. To book phone
01634 364859.

TREEWORKS

Tree and hedge trimming,
reduction, pruning and removal,
grass cutting, weed spraying.
Call Peter on 07762 802178.

DISCO - professional enter-
tainment for any occasion,
‘The Black Pepper Roadshow’
Jim Lindsay 375552.

GARDEN & RUBBISH
Clearance. Grass cutting.

No job too small.

Phone Debbie on 07836 585911.
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WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11am and 6.30pm,
Treasure Seekers and
Ambassadors 10am. Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187.

HEMPSTEAD PAVILION
PLAYGROUP. Places available
for 2%-5 years. OFSTED
registered/inspected. Qualified
staff. Phone Medway 234718
(9-12), 373424 (eves). Registered
Charity No. 1077736.

SPAIN — COSTA BLANCA
Villa consisting of 3 bedrooms,

2 bathrooms, kitchen, dining
room, lounge, laundry room, own
swimming pool, lovely sea-view.
Sleeps 2-8 people.

Auvailable all year round.

Close to sea, shops and
restaurants.

Tel: 0034 96 649 9842.

Email: carolandbill@tiscali.es

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood
Green. Sunday Morning Service
is at 10.30am to 12 noon. For any
other details about the Fellowship
and its activities, please contact
Richard Hayton, 01634 235799,

HI-FI REPAIR SPECIALIST
Modifications, advice. All aspects
of hi-fi. Top-end welcome.

Phone Tom 01634 370919.

PIANO LESSONS. Roan
Kearsey-Lawson MA BA(Hons)
Tel 01634 365453.

GENERAL GARDEN
Maintenance. Grass mowing,
hedge cutting, weeding & tidying.
Friendly service. 01634 378763.

Chiropodist J. JUDGE Ch.P.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
Home Visits. Med 361720,

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing,
Patios, Drives, Walls, Garages.
No job too small. Free estimates.
Phone Les on 01634 264388 or
07743 128240,

ACCORDIAN TUITION
Roger Letley 01634 230434,

THE HIDEAWAY NURSERY
for Seasonal Bedding, Shrubs,
Climbers & Trees. Garden
Design, Landscaping and
Maintenance Service.

Open Wed to Sun 10am to 4pm.
105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch.
01634 231693.

BAYVIEW HOME
IMPROVEMENTS. Give your
conservatory a Gleaming Look.
Conservatory Exterior Cleaning
Service (Cresting, Finials,
Polycarb, Guttering, Windows
and Frames). Call Wayne 01843
609554 Mobile 07905 158064.

BRISTLES Painters &
Decorators. City & Guilds
qualified. Contact Lorna 01634
683605 or Barbara 01622 682736
or mobile 0777 986 3977.

DREAMLAND REMEMBERED
by Nick Evans £12.95

STEAM AT TONBRIDGE

by Mike Feaver £7.99

Two new books available from
RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
17-25 Station Road, Rainham

BUY DIRECT FROM THE
FARMER. From our award-
winning orchards Apples and
Honey.

Pears in September,

From Pump Farm, Pump Lane
(below bridge), Rainham,
Open: Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays 10am-4pm.

TEA DANCE

St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive. Mondays except
every second Monday of the
month, 2.00-4.00pm. Beginners
class 1.00-2.00pm starting Ist
September. Tel: 07761 707975.

LINE DANCE TEA DANCE
Beginners only every Wednesday
Ipm-3pm. Starting 3rd Sept at

St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive. 07761 707975.

BOOK-KEEPING SERVICES
Experienced Book-keeper
available for Manual and
Computerised accounts.

Call Zoe McCrow 01634 370176.

BOUNCY CASTLE HIRE
Telephone 01634 377427.

COUNSELLING SERVICES —
Experienced, qualified counsellor
offers sessions. Reasonable rates
in confidential surroundings.
Please contact 07768 294728,

PC TROUBLESHOOTERS -
solving all your computer
problems. Tel: 01634
362294/07941 234810.

MOBILE NAIL TECHNICIAN
for extensions and manicures.
Call Linda on 07833 103286.

JOHN INNES SEED &
POTTING COMPOST always
available. 20 kilo bag: £2.50.
Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat: £9.50. Meresborough
Nursery — Medway 231639.

WOMEN’S SELF DEFENCE &
Karatecise. Thurs eves. 7.30-9pm
Hempstead Village Hall,
Hempstead Rd. Tel: Med 264915.

GUITAR TUITION
Qualified, experienced, specialist
in teaching adults. Med 376608,

HOUSE CLEANING AND
Ironing undertaken. Non-
smoking, mature lady. References
available. Contact Mrs Welch on
01634 372406.

HOLIDAY OVER? Feeling
down? Treat yourself at Ladyfair
Hair & Beauty! Special Sept
offers on Reflexology & Indian
Head Massage. 01634 233749.

ELDERLY, HOMEBOUND,
Disabled. Mobile Hairdressing by
Andrea. 01634 261419,

VACANCY FOR A PARISH
CLERK for Bredhurst. Approx
10 (paid) hours per week using
office & computer skills at home.
For details email
dennisjohnsden@aol.com

CANDLES & ACCESSORIES
for all occasions. Home shows
and demonstrations given. For
more information please contact
Barbara 01634 379969,

HEALING REIKI, SOOTHING
Massage, Relaxing Meditation,
Intuitive Readings, Tranquil
Surroundings, Qualified
Practitioners. Info/Appt:
AnamCara 01634 371788.
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MIKE O’BRIEN
AND

SWINTON COLONNADE
Working together to find you a better deal
for all your insurance needs — Serving
the people of Rainham since 1969

CALL US FOR AN IMMEDIATE QUOTATION

01634 373757

The Finance Centre (Rainham)
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER

19 Sabre Court Gillingham Kent ME8 ORW
Tel: 01634 302701 Fax: 01634 364556 Mobile: 07961 334561
Email: barry@thefinancecentre.fsbusiness.co.uk

Barry James MLIA(dip) CeMAP
Princlpal
A member of DBS Financial Management plc
which is regulated by the Financial Services Authority
DBS is part of the MISYS group of companies

www.dbsfinancialmanagement.co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders

Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work

Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072

ARPETLINE

SHOWROOM 39 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM
Carpets, Rugs and Vinyl Supplies
HOME SELECTION SERVICE
Available Daytime. Evenings & Weekends

Medway 234882

THE SHOP WHERE
NOTHING IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE

BYGONE KENT

Latest issue, with a tram outside the Cricketers in 1906 on
the cover, features Cheeseman’s Boot & Shoe Shop in
Rainham High Street for over 50 years.

£2.50 per issue. £26.00 a year (12 issues) by post.
All 284 back issues available.

RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
17-25 Station Road, Rainham, ME8 7RS
Tel 01634 371591 Fax 01634 262114

www.rainhambookshop.co.uk

REPAIRS, GUTTEAING, VEATICAL TILING, PLAT ROOFS. NEW ROOFS
For Fres Estimates telephone:

01634 375069
Dey and Evenings
No Job too LARGE or SMALL
WE DO THEM “ALL”

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons
01634 373111

130 High Street, Rainham
Kent ME8 BAR

e Home visits if preferred
® Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 855558

127 Watling Street
Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Car parking available

k _' gnihneo",’med...

JOHN WEIR
Funerad Directors
A private family owned and run business

= Private Chapels of Rest

® Horse Drawn Hearse available

_ 01634 408777 b
25 New Road, Chatham

Kent ME4 4QJ
Car parking available
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